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Prefatory  Note 


The  Presidential  papers  during  the  period  from  March  4,  1861,  to 
March  4, 1869,  are  contained  in  this  volume.  No  other  period  of  Ameri- 
can history  since  the  Revolution  comprises  so  many  events  of  surpassing 
importance.  The  Administrations  of  Presidents  Lincoln  and  Johnson 
represent  two  distinct  epochs.  That  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  dedicated 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  most  stupendous  war  of  modern 
times,  while  that  of  Andrew  Johnson  was  dedicated  to  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  peace  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  it  had  existed  prior 
to  the  war.  Strange  to  say,  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  kind-hearted  humani- 
tarian, who  loved  peace  and  his  fellow-man,  to  wage  the  bloody  conflict 
of  civil  war,  and  the  more  aggressive,  combative  character  directed  the 
affairs  of  the  Government  while  the  land  took  upon  itself  the  conditions 
of  peace.  Yet  who  can  say  that  each  was  not  best  suited  for  his  par- 
ticular sphere  of  action  ?  A  greater  lover  of  his  kind  has  not  filled  the 
office  of  President  since  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  no  public  servant  ever 
left  with  the  people  a  gentler  memory  than  Abraham  Lincoln.  A  more 
self-willed  and  determined  Chief  Executive  has  not  held  that  office  since 
Andrew  Jackson,  and  no  public  servant  ever  left  with  the  people  a  higher 
character  for  honesty,  integrity,  and  sincerity  of  purpose  and  action  than 
Andrew  Johnson.  The  life  of  each  of  these  two  great  men  had  been  a 
series  of  obscure  but  heroic  struggles;  each  had  experienced  a  varied 
and  checkered  career;  each  reached  the  highest  political  station  of  earth. 
Their  official  state  papers  are  of  supreme  interest,  and  comprise  the  utter- 
ances of  President  Lincoln  while  he  in  four  years  placed  in  the  field  nearly 
three  millions  of  soldiers;  what  he  said  when  victories  were  won  or  when 
his  armies  went  down  in  defeat;  what  treasures  of  blood  and  money  it 
cost  to  triumph;  also,  the  utterances  of  President  Johnson  as  he  through 
his  eventful  term  waged  the  fiercest  political  battle  of  our  country's  his- 
tory in  his  efforts,  along  his  own  lines,  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and 

the  reunion  of  the  States. 

in 
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Interesting  papers  relating  to  the  death  and  funeral  obsequies  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  have  been  inserted,  as  also  the  more  important  papers  and 
proceedings  connected  with  the  impeachment  of  President  Johnson. 

Much  time  and  labor  have  been  expended  in  the  compilation  of  this 
volume — more  than  on  any  one  of  the  preceding — to  the  end  that  all 
papers  of  importance  that  could  be  found  should  be  published;  and  I  feel 
sure  that  no  other  collection  of  Presidential  papers  is  so  thorough  and 
complete. 

The  perusal  of  these  papers  should  enkindle  within  the  heart  of  every 

citizen  of  the  American  Republic,  whether  he  fought  on  the  one  side  or 

the  other  in  that  unparalleled  struggle,  or  whether  he  has  come  upon  the 

scene  since  its  closing,  a  greater  love  of  country,  a  greater  devotion  to 

the  cause  of  true  liberty,  and  an  undying  resolve  that  all  the  blessings 

of  a  free  government  and  the  fullest  liberty  of  the  individual  shall  be 

perpetuated. 

JAMES  D.  RICHARDSON. 

November  25,  1897. 
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Abraham  Lincoln 


Abi^aham  Lincoln  was  bom  in  Hardin  County,  Ky,,  Pebnia; 
1809.  His  earliest  ancestor  in  America  was  Samud  Lincoln,  of  Norwich. 
England,  who  settled  in  Hiiighanij  Mass.,  where  he  died,  lea%dng  a  soil 
Mordecai.  whose  son  of  the  same  name  removed  to  Monmouth,  N.  J,, 
and  thence  to  Berks  County,  Pa,,  where  he  died  in  1735.  One  of  his 
SODS,  John,  removed  to  Rockingham  County,  Va,^  and  died  there,  leavioi 
five  sons,  one  of  whom,  named  Abraham,  emigrated  to  Kentucky  aboul 
1780.  About  1 784  lie  was  killed  by  Indians,  leaving  three  sons,  Morde- 
cai,  Josiah,  and  Thomas,  and  two  daughters.  Their  mother  then  locate! 
in  Washington  County,  Ky.,  and  there  brought  up  her  family.  The 
youngest  sou,  Thomas,  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  in  1806  niar- 
ried  Nancy  Hanks,  a  niece  of  the  man  with  whom  he  leanied  his  trade. 
They  had  three  children,  the  second  l>eing  Abraham,  the  future  President 
of  the  United  States.  In  1816  Thomas  Lincoln  removed  to  Indiana,  and 
settled  on  Little  Pigeon  Creek,  not  far  distant  from  the  Ohio  River,  where 
Abraham  grew  to  manhood.  He  made  the  best  use  of  his  limited  oppor- 
tunities to  acquire  an  education  and  at  the  same  time  prepare  himself  foi 
business.  At  the  age  of  19  years  he  was  intrusted  with  a  cargo  of  fani 
products,  which  he  took  to  New  Orleans  and  sold.  In  1830  his  father 
again  emigrated,  and  located  in  Macon  Count}^  111.  Abraham  by  this 
time  had  attained  the  unusual  stature  of  6  feet  4  inches,  and  was  of 
great  muscular  strength;  joined  with  his  father  in  building  his  cabin, 
clearing  the  field,  and  splitting  the  rails  for  fencing  the  farm.  It  was 
not  long,  however,  before  his  father  again  changed  his  home,  locating 
this  time  in  Coles  County,  where  he  died  in  185 1  at  the  age  of  73  years. 
Abraham  left  his  father  as  soon  as  his  farm  was  fenced  and  cleared  and 
hired  himself  to  a  man  named  Denton  Offutt,  in  Sangamon  County,  whom 
he  assisted  to  build  a  flattest;  accompanied  him  to  New  Orleans  on  a 
trading  voyage  and  returned  with  him  to  New  Salem,  Menard  County, 
where  Offutt  opened  a  store  for  the  sale  of  general  merchandise.  Mdj 
Lincoln  remained  with  him  for  a  time,  during  which  he  employed  his 
leisure  in  constant  reading  and  study.    Learned  the  elements  of  Englisl 

3 


] 


4  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

grammar  and  made  a  beg^miing  in  the  study  of  surveying  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  law.  But  the  next  year  an  Indian  war  began,  and  Lincoln  vol- 
unteered in  a  company  raised  in  Sangamon  County  and  was  immediately 
elected  captain.  His  company  was  organized  at  Richland  April  2  j ,  1832 ; 
but  his  service  in  command  of  it  was  brief,  for  it  was  mustered  out  on  May 
27.  Mr.  Lincoln  immediately  reenhsted  as  a  private  and  served  for  sev- 
eral weeks,  being  finally  mustered  out  on  June  16,  1832,  by  Lieutenant 
Robert  Anderson,  who  afterwards  commanded  Fort  Sumter  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  civil  war.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  made  a  brief  but 
active  canvass  for  the  legislature,  but  was  defeated.  At  this  time  he 
thought  seriously  of  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade,  but  an  opportunity 
was  offered  him  to  bUy  a  store,  which  he  did,  giving  his  notes  for  the 
purchase  money.  He  was  unfortunate  in  his  selection  of  a  partner,  and 
the  business  soon  went  to  wreck,  leaving  him  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt, 
which  he  finally  paid  in  full.  He  then  applied  himself  earnestly  to  the 
study  of  the  law.  Was  appointed  postmaster  of  New  Salem  in  1833,  ^^^ 
filled  the  office  for  three  years.  At  the  same  time  was  appointed  deputy 
county  surveyor.  In  1834  was  elected  to  the  legislature,  and  was  reelected 
in  1836, 1838,  and  1840,  after  which  he  declined  further  election.  In  his 
last  two  terms  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  speakership  of 
the  house  of  representatives.  In  1837  removed  to  Springfield,  where  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  John  T.  Stuart  and  began  the  practice 
of  the  law.  November  4,  1842,  married  Miss  Mary  Todd,  daughter  of 
Robert  S.  Todd,  of  Kentucky.  In  1846  was  elected  to  Congress  over 
Rev.  Peter  Cartwright.  Served  only  one  term,  and  was  not  a  candidate 
for  reelection.  While  a  member  he  advocated  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Was  an  unsuccessful  applicant  for  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  under  President  Taylor;  was  tendered 
the  office  of  governor  of  Oregon  Territory,  which  he  declined.  Was  an 
able  and  influential  exponent  of  the  principles  of  the  Whig  party  in 
Illinois,  and  did  active  campaign  work.  Was  voted  for  by  the  Whig 
minority  in  the  State  legislature  for  United  States  Senator  in  1855.  As 
soon  as  the  Republican  party  was  fully  organized  throughout  the  coun- 
try he  became  its  leader  in  Illinois.  In  1858  he  was  chosen  by  his  party 
to  oppose  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  the  Senate,  and  challenged  him  to 
a  joint  debate.  The  challenge  was  accepted,  and  a  most  exciting  de- 
bate followed,  which  attracted  national  attention.  The  legislature  chosen 
was  favorable  to  Mr.  Douglas,  and  he  was  elected.  In  May,  i860,  when 
the  Republican  convention  met  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  nominated 
for  the  Presidency,  on  the  third  ballot,  over  William  H.  Seward,  who 
was  his  principal  competitor.  Was  elected  on  November  6,  receiving  180 
electoral  votes  to  72  for  John  C.  Breckinridge,  39  for  John  Bell,  and  12 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  Was  inaugurated  March  4,  1861.  On  June  8, 
1864,  was  unanimously  renominated  for  the  Presidency  by  the  Repub- 
lican convention  at  Baltimore,  and  at  the  election  in  November  received 
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r  I .'  uic'i.iin-al  votes  l. .  ^'  1  lur  General  McClellaii.  Was  inaugurated  for  his 
secQud  tenn  March  4,  1865,  Was  shot  by  an  assassin  at  Ford's  Theater, 
in  Washington.  April  14,  1865,  and  died  the  next  day.  Was  buried  at 
Oak  Ridge,  near  Springfield,  III, 


FIRST  INAUGURAI.  ADDRESa 


Wctv-Citi^tns  of  the  United  States: 

111  compliance  with  a  custom  as  old  as  the  Government  itself,  I  appear 
before  you  to  address  you  briefly  and  to  tidce  in  your  presence  the  oath 
prescril>ed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  be  taken  by  the 
President  *' before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office/*' 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessar\'  at  present  for  rae  to  discuss  those  matters 
of  administration  about  which  there  is  no  special  anxiety  or  excitement* 

Apprehension  seems  to  exist  among  the  people  of  the  Southern  States 
that  by  the  acci^sion  of  a  Republican  Administration  their  property  and 
tlicir  peace  and  personal  security  are  to  be  endangered.  There  has  never 
een  any  reasonable  cause  for  such  apprehension.  Indeed,  the  most 
Iniplc  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  all  tlie  while  existed  and  been  open 
to  their  inspection.  It  is  found  in  nearly  all  the  pubhshed  speeches  of 
him  who  now  addresses  you.  I  do  but  quote  from  one  of  those  speeches 
when  I  declare  that — 

I  linve  no  purpose,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  interfere  with  tbc  institutian  of  slavery 
?r  I  n  s  where  It  exists.    I  believe  I  have  no  lawful  right  to  do  so,  and  I  have  no 

11  lo  do  60. 

Those  who  nominated  and  elected  me  did  so  with  full  knowledge  that  I 
ad  made  this  and  many  similar  declarations  and  had  never  recanted  them ; 
ad  mcjrr  than  this,  they  placed  in  the  platform  for  my  acceptance,  and  as 

a  law  to  themselves  and  to  rae,  the  dear  and  emphatic  resolution  which 

I  now  read: 

Rewhs'd,  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  especially 
lli«  riirhl  <4  each  State  to  onler  and  control  its  own  domestic  instilutiotLs  according 
t.  t  exclusively,  is  essential  to  tliat  balance  of  power  on  whidi  die 

:  rince  of  our  political  fabric  depend;  and  we  denounce  the  lawless 

-^n  by  HTiiieiJ  force  of  the  soil  of  any  State  or  Territory,  no  matter  under  what 

a,  a^  lunong  the  gm^-cst  of  crimes. 

I  new  reiterate  these  sentiments,  and  in  doing  so  I  only  press  upon  the 
pttbHc  attetition  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  which  the  case  is  sus- 
'  the  property,  peace,  and  security  of  no  section  are  to  be  in 
;  mgefed  by  the  now  incoming  Administration.  I  add,  too, 
Ihal  all  the  protection  wbich«  consistently  with  the  Constitutiou  and  the 
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laws,  can  be  given  will  be  cheerfully  given  to  all  the  States  when  law- 
fully demanded  t  for  whatever  cause — as  cheerfully  to  one  section  as  to 
another. 

There  is  mticli  controversy  about  the  delivering  up  of  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor.  The  clause  I  now  read  is  as  plainly  written  in  the  Con- 
stitution as  any  other  of  its  provisions: 

No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escapitij? 
into  another,  shall  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  tlierein  be  discharged 
from  such  sendee  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  sen-^ice  or  labor  niay  be  due. 

It  is  scarcely  questioned  that  this  provision  was  intended  by  those  who 
made  it  for  the  reclaiming  of  what  we  call  fugitive  slaves;  and  the  inten- 
tion of  the  lawgiver  is  the  law.  All  meml>ers  of  Congress  swear  their 
support  to  the  whole  Constittition— to  this  provision  as  much  as  to  miy 
other.  To  the  proposition,  then,  that  slaves  whose  cases  come  within 
the  terms  of  this  clause  **  shall  be  delivered  up"  their  oaths  are  nnani- 
mous.  Now»  if  they  would  make  the  effort  in  good  temper,  could  they 
not  with  nearly  equal  unanimity  frame  and  pass  a  law  by  means  of  which 
to  keep  good  that  unanimous  oath  ? 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  whether  this  clause  should  be  en- 
forced by  national  or  by  State  authority,  but  surely  that  difference  is  not 
a  very  material  one.  If  the  slave  is  to  be  surrendered,  it  can  be  of  but 
little  consequence  to  him  or  to  others  by  wliich  atithority  it  is  done. 
And  should  anyone  in  any  case  be  content  that  his  oath  shall  go  unkept 
on  a  merely  unsubstantial  controversy  as  to  kiriL'  it  shall  be  kept? 

Again:  In  any  law  upon  this  subject  ought  not  all  the  safeguards  of 
liberty  known  in  civilized  and  humane  jurispnidence  to  l>e  introduced,  so 
that  a  free  man  be  not  in  any  case  surrendered  as  a  slave?  And  might 
it  not  be  well  at  the  same  time  to  provide  by  law  for  the  enforcement 
of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  guarantees  that  '*the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunitits  tjf  citizens 
in  the  several  States  * '  ? 

I  take  the  official  oath  to-day  with  no  mental  reservations  and  with  no 
purpose  to  construe  the  Constitution  or  laws  by  any  hypercritical  rules; 
and  while  I  do  not  choose  now  to  specify  particular  acts  of  Congress  as 
proper  to  be  enforced,  I  do  suggest  that  it  will  be  much  safer  for  all,  lx)th 
in  oflScial  and  private  stations,  to  confonn  to  and  abide  by  all  those  acts 
which  stand  tnirepealed  than  to  \4olate  any  of  them  tnisting  to  find  im- 
punity in  having  them  held  to  Ix;  unconstitutional. 

It  is  seventy-two  years  since  the  first  inauguration  of  a  President  under 
our  National  Constitution,  During  that  period  fifteen  different  and 
greatly  distinguished  citizens  have  in  succession  administered  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Govcnimcnt.  They  ha\^  conductctl  it  through  many 
perils,  and  generally  with  great  succesa.  Yet,  with  b3X  this  Hcope  of  prec- 
edent, I  now  cuter  upon  the  sami!  task  (or  the  brief  ojimtitutioxiiil  Icmi 
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of  four  years  under  great  and  peculiar  difficulty,    A  disruption  of  the 
Federal  Union,  heretofore  only  menaced,  is  now  formidably  attempted. 

I  hf»ld  that  in  contemplation  of  universal  law  and  of  the  Constitution 
the  Union  of  these  States  is  perpetual.  Perpetuity  is  implied,  if  not  ex- 
pressed»  in  the  fundamental  law  of  all  national  governments.  It  is  safe 
to  assert  that  no  government  proper  ever  had  a  provision  in  its  organic 
law  for  its  own  termination.  Continue  to  execute  all  the  express  provi- 
sions of  our  National  Constitution,  and  the  Union  will  endure  forever,  it 
being  impossible  to  destroy  it  except  by  some  action  not  provided  for  in 
the  instniment  itself. 

Again:  If  the  United  States  be  not  a  government  proper,  but  an  asso> 
dation  of  States  in  tlie  nature  of  contract  merely,  can  it,  as  a  contract^ 
peaceably  unmade  by  less  than  all  the  parties  who  made  it?     One 
y  to  a  contract  may  violate  it — break  it,  so  to  speak — but  does  it  not 
require  all  to  lawfully  rescind  it? 

Descending  from  these  general  principles,  we  find  the  proposition  that 
in  legal  contemplation  the  Union  is  perpetual  confirmed  by  the  history 
of  the  Union  itself.  The  Union  is  much  older  than  the  Constitution.  It 
was  formed,  in  fact,  by  the  Articles  of  Association  in  1774.  It  was  ma- 
tured and  continued  by  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1 776.  It  was 
further  matured,  and  the  faith  of  all  the  then  thirteen  States  expressly 
plighted  and  engaged  that  it  should  be  perpetual,  by  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation in  1778.  And  fi^nally,  in  1787,  one  of  the  declared  objects  for 
ordaining  and  establishing  the  Constitution  was  '"  to  form  a  more  perfect 
Union.'' 

But  if  destruction  of  the  Union  by  one  or  by  a  part  only  of  the  States 
be  lawfully  possible,  the  Union  is  less  perfect  than  before  the  Constitu- 
tion, having  lost  the  vital  element  of  perpetuity. 

It  follows  from  these  views  that  no  State  upon  its  own  mere  motion 
cmi  lawfully  get  out  of  the  Union;  that  resolves  and  ordinances  to  that 
effect  are  legally  void,  and  that  acts  of  violence  within  any  State  or  States 
against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  are  insurrectionar>'  or  revolu- 
tionary', according  to  circumstances. 

I  therefore  consider  that  in  view  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  the 
Union  is  unbroken,  and  to  the  extent  of  ray  ability  I  shall  take  care,  as 
the  Constitution  itself  expressly  enjoins  upon  me,  that  the  laws  of  the 
Union  be  faithfully  executed  in  all  the  States.  Doing  this  I  deem  to  be 
only  a  simple  duty  on  my  part,  and  I  shall  perform  it  so  far  as  practi- 
cable unless  my  rightful  masters,  the  American  people,  shall  withhold 
the  requisite  means  or  in  some  authoritative  manner  direct  the  contrary. 
I  trust  this  will  not  be  regarde<l  as  a  metjace,  but  only  as  the  declared 
purpose  of  the  Union  that  it  mil  constitutionally  defend  and  maintain 
itself.  ■ 

In  doing  this  there  needs  to  be  no  bloodshed  or  violence,  and  tfaeiie| 
shall  be  none  unless  it  be  forced  upon  the  national  authority.     The 
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power  confided  to  me  will  be  used  to  hold,  ocx:upy,  and  possess  the  prop- 
erty and  places  belonging  to  the  Government  and  to  collect  the  duties 
and  imposts;  but  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  for  these  objects,  there 
will  be  no  invasion,  no  using  of  force  against  or  among  the  people  any- 
where. Where  hostility  to  the  United  States  in  any  interior  locality  shall 
be  so  great  and  universal  as  to  prevent  competent  resident  citizens  from 
holding  the  Federal  ofl&ces,  there  will  be  no  attempt  to  force  obnoxious 
strangers  among  the  people  for  that  object.  While  the  strict  legal  right 
may  exist  in  the  Government  to  enforce  the  exercise  of  these  offices,  the 
attempt  to  do  so  would  be  so  irritating  and  so  nearly  impracticable  withal 
that  I  deem  it  better  to  forego  for  the  time  the  uses  of  such  offices. 

The  mails,  unless  repelled,  will  continue  to  be  furnished  in  all  parts 
of  the  Union.  So  far  as  possible  the  people  everywhere  shall  have  that 
sense  of  perfect  security  which  is  most  favorable  to  calm  thought  and 
reflection.  The  course  here  indicated  will  be  followed  unless  current 
events  and  experience  shall  show  a  modification  or  change  to  be  proper, 
and  in  every  case  and  exigency  my  best  discretion  wall  be  exercised, 
according  to  circumstances  actually  existing  and  with  a  view  and  a  hope 
of  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  national  troubles  and  the  restoration  of 
fraternal  sympathies  and  affections. 

That  there  are  persons  in  one  section  or  another  who  seek  to  destroy 
the  Union  at  all  events  and  are  glad  of  any  pretext  to  do  it  I  will  neither 
affirm  nor  deny;  but  if  there  be  such,  I  need  address  no  word  to  them. 
To  those,  however,  who  really  love  the  Union  may  I  not  speak? 

Before  entering  upon  so  grave  a  matter  as  the  destruction  of  our 
national  fabric,  with  all  its  benefits,  its  memories,  and  its  hopes,  would 
it  not  be  wise  to  ascertain  precisely  why  we  do  it?  Will  you  hazard  so 
desperate  a  step  while  there  is  any  possibility  that  any  portion  of  the 
ills  you  fly  from  have  no  real  existence?  Will  you,  while  the  certain  ills 
you  fly  to  are  greater  than  all  the  real  ones  you  fly  from,  will  you  risk 
the  commission  of  so  fearful  a  mistake? 

All  profess  to  be  content  in  the  Union  if  all  constitutional  rights  c 
be  maintained.     Is  it  true,  then,  that  any  right  plainly  written  in  t 
Constitution  has  been  denied?     I  think  not.     Happily,  the  human  m' 
is  so  constituted  that  no  party  can  reach  to  the  audacity  of  doing  ' 
Think,  if  you  can,  of  a  single  instance  in  which  a  plainly  written  p 
sion  of  the  Constitution  has  ever  been  denied.     If  by  the  mere  for 
numbers  a  majority  should  deprive  a  minority  of  any  clearly  writte- 
stitutional  right,  it  might  in  a  moral  point  of  view  justify  revc 
certainly  would  if  such  right  were  a  vital  one.     But  such  is  not  01 
All  tlie  vital  rights  of  minorities  and  of  individuals  are  so  plainly 
*«Tnations  and  negations,  guaranties  and  prohib 
controversies  never  arise  concerning  th 
be  framed  with  a  provision  specifically 
lay  occur  in  practical  administration. 
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sight  can  anticipate  nor  any  document  of  reasonable  length  contain  ex- 
press provisions  fur  all  possible  questions,  Shall  fugitives  from  labor  be 
smrendered  by  national  or  by  State  authority  ?  The  Constitution  does  not 
expressly  say,  May  Congress  prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territories?  The 
Constitution  does  not  expressly  say.  Must  Congress  protect  slavery  in 
the  Territories?     The  Constitution  does  not  expressly  say. 

From  questions  of  this  class  spring  all  our  constitutional  controversies^ 
and  we  di\^de  ui>on  them  into  majorities  and  minorities.  If  the  minority 
will  not  acquiesce,  the  majority  must,  or  the  Govenmient  must  cease. 
There  is  no  other  alternative,  for  coutinuiug  the  Government  is  acquies- 
cence on  one  side  or  the  other.  If  a  minority  in  such  case  will  secede 
rather  than  acquiesce,  they  make  a  precedent  which  in  turn  will  divide 
and  ruin  them,  for  a  minority  of  their  own  will  secede  from  them  when* 
ever  a  majority  refuses  to  be  controlled  by  such  minority.  For  instance. 
w^hy  may  not  any  portion  of  a  new  confederacy  a  year  or  two  hence  arbi- 
trarily secede  again,  precisely  as  portions  of  the  present  Union  now  claim 
to  secede  from  it?  All  who  cherish  disunion  seiidnients  are  now  being 
educated  to  the  exact  temper  of  doing  this. 

Is  there  such  perfect  identity  of  interests  among  the  States  to  compose 
a  new  union  as  to  produce  harmony  only  and  prevent  renewed  secession? 

Plainly  the  central  idea  of  secession  is  the  essence  of  anarchy.  A 
majority  held  in  restraint  by  constitutional  checks  and  limitations,  and 
always  changing  easily  with  deliberate  changes  of  popular  opinions  and 
L  sentiments,  is  the  only  tnie  sovereign  of  a  free  people.  Whoever  rejects 
*it  does  of  necessity  fly  to  anarchy  or  to  despotism.  Unanimity  is  impos- 
sible. The  rule  of  a  minority,  as  a  pemianent  arrangement,  is  wholly 
inadmissible;  so  that,  rejecting  the  majority  principle,  anarchy  or  despo- 
tism in  some  form  is  all  that  is  left. 

I  do  not  forget  the  position  assumed  by  some  that  constitutional  ques- 
tions are  to  be  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court,  nor  do  I  deny  that  such 
decisions  must  be  binding  in  any  case  upon  the  parties  to  a  suit  as  to  the 
object  of  that  suit,  while  they  are  also  entitled  to  very  high  respect  and 
consideration  in  all  parallel  cases  by  all  other  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. And  while  it  is  obviously  possible  that  such  decision  may  be 
erroneous  in  any  given  case,  still  the  evil  effect  following  it,  being  limited 
to  that  particular  case,  with  the  chance  that  it  may  be  ovemded  and 
never  Ijecome  a  precedent  for  other  cases,  can  better  be  borne  than  could 
the  evils  of  a  different  practice.  At  the  same  time,  the  candid  citizen 
must  confess  that  if  the  policy  of  the  Government  upon  vital  questions 
affecting  the  whole  people  is  to  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  instant  they  are  made  in  ordinary  htigation  between 
parties  in  personal  actions  the  people  will  have  ceased  to  be  their  own 
rulers,  having  to  that  extent  practically  resigned  their  nn\t  rtiment  into 
the  hands  of  that  eminent  tribunal.     Nor  is  there  in  tlr  iny  assaidt 

upon  the  court  or  the  judges.     It  is  a  duty  fro  ^  may  not 
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sliriiik  to  decide  cases  properly  brought  before  them,  and  it  is  no  fault  of 
theirs  if  others  seek  to  turn  their  decisions  to  political  purposes. 

One  section  of  our  country  believes  slaver>'  is  right  and  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended, while  the  other  believes  it  is  wrotig^^Xk^  ought  not  to  be  extended. 
This  is  the  only  substantial  dispute.  The  fugitive-slave  clause  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  law  for  the  suppression  of  the  foreign  slave  trade 
are  each  as  v^^ell  enforced,  perhaps,  as  any  law  can  ever  lie  in  a  community 
where  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  imperfectly  supports  the  law  itself. 
The  great  body  of  the  people  abide  by  the  dr>^  legal  obligation  in  both 
cases,  and  a  few  break  over  in  each.  This,  I  think,  cmi  not  be  perfectly 
cured,  and  it  w^ould  be  worse  in  both  cases  after  \hz  separation  of  the  sec- 
tions than  lief  ore.  The  foreign  slave  trade,  now  imperfectly  suppressed, 
would  Ije  ultimately  revived  without  restriction  in  one  section,  while  fugi- 
tive slaves,  now  only  partially  surrendered,  w^ould  not  be  surrendered  at 
all  by  the  other. 

Physically  speaking,  w^e  can  not  separate.  We  can  not  remove  our 
respective  sections  from  each  other  nor  build  an  impassable  wall  between 
them.  A  husband  miA  wife  may  be  divorced  and  go  out  of  the  presence 
and  beyoud  the  reach  of  each  other,  but  the  different  parts  of  our  countr>^ 
can  not  do  this.  They  can  not  but  remain  face  to  face,  and  intercourse, 
either  amicable  or  hostile,  must  continue  Ijetween  them.  Is  it  possible, 
then,  to  make  that  intercourse  more  advantageous  or  more  satisfactory 
after  separation  than  t^efore  f  Can  aUens  make  treaties  easier  than  friends 
can  make  laws?  Can  treaties  l>e  more  faithfully  enforced  between  aliens 
than  law's  can  among  friends  ?  Suppose  >'on  go  to  war,  you  can  not  fight 
always;  and  when,  after  nuich  loss  on  both  sides  and  no  gain  on  either, 
you  cease  fighting,  the  identical  old  questions,  as  to  terms  of  intercourse, 
are  again  upon  you. 

This  country,  with  its  institutions,  belongs  to  the  people  who  inhabit 
it.  Whenever  they  shall  grow  w^eary  of  the  existing  Govertnnent,  they 
can  exercise  their  constitutional  right  of  amending  it  or  their  revoiution- 
ary  right  to  dismeml>er  or  overthrow  it.  I  can  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  many  worthy  and  patriotic  citizens  are  desirous  of  having  the 
National  Constitution  amended.  While  I  make  no  recommendation  of 
amendments,  I  fully  recognize  the  rightful  authority  of  the  people  over 
the  whole  subject,  to  l^e  exercised  in  either  of  the  modes  prescribed  in 
the  instrument  itself;  and  I  should,  under  existing  circumstances,  favor 
rather  than  oppose  a  fair  opportunity  being  afforded  the  people  to  act 
upon  it.  I  will  venture  to  add  that  to  me  the  convention  mode  seem 
referable,  in  that  it  allows  amendments  to  originate  vnlh  the  peopi 

'mselves,  instead  of  only  permitting  them  to  take  or  reject  propos 
?  originated  by  others,  not  especially  chosen  for  the  purpose,  an 
'h  might  not  be  precisely  such  as  they  would  wish  to  either  accept  « 
5e.  I  understand  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution — wOiic 
-*ver.  I  have  not  seen— has  passed  Congress,  to  the  effe 
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that  the  Federal  Government  shall  never  interfere  with  the  domestic 
institutions  of  the  States,  including  that  of  persons  held  to  ser\nce.  To 
avoid  misconstruction  of  what  I  have  said,  I  depart  from  my  purpose  not 
to  speak  of  particular  amendments  so  far  as  to  say  that,  holding  such  a 
pruviston  to  now  he  impHed  constitutional  law^  1  have  no  objection  to 
its  Ixring  made  express  and  irrevocable. 

The  Chief  Magistrate  derives  all  his  authority  from  the  people,  and 
they  have  conferred  none  upon  him  to  fix  terms  for  the  separation  of 
the  States.  The  people  themselves  can  do  this  also  if  they  choose, 
but  the  Executive  as  such  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  His  duty  is  to 
administer  the  present  Government  as  it  came  to  his  hands  and  to  trans- 
rait  it  tmimpaired  by  him  to  his  successor. 

Why  should  there  not  l>e  a  patient  confidence  in  the  uhiniate  justice  of 
the  people?  Is  there  any  better  or  equal  hope  in  the  world?  In  our 
t  differences,  is  either  party  without  faith  of  being  in  the  right? 
If  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  Nations,  with  His  eternal  truth  and  justice,  be 
on  your  side  of  the  North,  or  on  yours  of  the  South,  that  truth  and  that 
justice  will  surely  prevail  by  the  judgment  of  this  great  tribunal  of  the 
American  people. 

By  the  frame  of  the  Government  under  which  we  live  this  same  peo- 
ple have  wisely  given  their  public  serv^auts  but  little  power  for  mischief, 
and  have  with  equal  wisdom  provided  for  t!ie  return  of  that  httle  to  their 
own  hands  at  ver}'  short  interv'als.  While  the  people  retain  their  x\t- 
ttie  and  vigilance  no  Administmtion  by  any  extreme  of  wickedness  or 
folly  can  ver>'  seriously  injure  the  Government  in  the  short  space  of  four 
years. 

My  countr>^men,  one  and  all,  think  calmly  and  wcli  upon  this  whole 
subject.  Nothing  valuable  can  be  lost  by  taking  time.  If  there  be  an 
object  to  hirr}*  any  of  you  in  hot  haste  to  a  step  which  you  would  never 
take  deliberately,  that  object  will  be  frustrated  by  taking  time;  but  no 
good  object  can  be  frustrated  by  it.  Such  of  you  as  are  now  dissatisfied 
still  have  the  old  Constitution  unimpaired,  and.  on  the  sensitive  ixjiut, 
the  laws  of  your  own  framing  under  it;  while  the  new  Administration 
liinll  have  no  immediate  power,  if  it  would,  to  change  either.  If  it  were 
admitted  that  you  who  are  dissatisfied  hold  the  right  side  in  the  dispute, 
there  still  is  no  single  good  reason  for  precipitate  action.  Intelligence, 
patriotism,  Christianity,  and  a  firm  reliance  on  Him  who  has  never  yet 
forsaken  this  favored  land  are  still  competent  to  adjust  in  the  Ijest  way 
dll  our  present  difficulty. 

In  jw/r  Itands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-countrymen,  and  not  in  mine^  is 
the  momentous  issue  of  ci\nl  war.  The  Go\'enmient  will  not  assail  ^'(7W. 
You  can  have  no  conflict  without  being  yourselv^es  the  aggressors.  You 
iwive  no  oath  registered  in  heaven  to  destroy  the  Government,  while  / 
■ball  have  the  most  solemn  one  to  **preser\^e,  protect,  and  defend  it/" 
I    I  am  loath  to  dose.     We  are  not  eneuiies,  but  friends.     We  must  not 
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be  enemies.     Though  passion  may  have  strained  it  must  not  break  our 

bonds  of  affection.    The  mystic  chords  of  memor>^  stretching  from  every 

battlefield  and  patriot  grave  to  every  li\nBg  heart  and  hearthstone  all 

^m       over  this  broad  land,  will  yet  swell  the  chorus  of  the  Union,  when  again 

H       touched,  as  surely  they  will  be,  by  the  Ijetter  angels  of  our  nature. 

H  March  4,  1S61. 

^K     Til 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 


Washington,  March  16,  1861, 


To  ihe  Setutie: 

The  Senate  has  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  the  message  sent  by  my 
f  predecessor  to  that  tody  on  the  21st  day  of  February  last,  proposing  to 
take  its  advice  on  the  subject  of  a  proposition  made  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment through  its  minister  here  to  refer  the  matter  in  controversy 
between  that  Government  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
the  arbitrament  of  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  or  the  Republic  of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

In  that  message  my  predecessor  stated  that  he  wished  to  submit  to  tlie 
Senate  the  precise  questions  following,  namely: 

Will  tlie  Senate  approve  a  treaty  referring  to  eitJier  of  the  sovereign  powers  above 
named  tlie  dispute  now  existing  between  the  Govenimenls  of  tlic  United  Slates  and 
Grcitt  llntain  concerning  tlic  boundary  line  between  Vancouvers  Island  and  the 
American  continent?  In  ca^^e  the  rvfercc  shall  find  himself  unable  to  decide  where 
tlie  hne  is  by  the  description  of  it  in  the  treaty  of  15th  June,  1846,  shall  he  be  anthur- 
keii  to  eMat^lish  a  line  aceorrling  to  the  treaty  as  near!}'  .is  possible?  Wiich  of  tlie 
tliree  pfjwers  named  by  Great  Britain  aa  an  arbiter  shall  be  chosen  by  the  United 
States? 

I  find  no  reason  to  disapprove  of  the  cout^e  of  my  predecessor  in  this 
important  matter,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  not  only  sliall  receive  the  advice 
of  the  Senate  therein  cheerfully,  but  I  respectfully  ask  the  Senate  for  their 
advice  ou  the  three  questions  before  recited, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


•  Washington,  March  26,  i86i. 

T&  ihe  SrnaU  of  Ike  United  States: 

1  have  received  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  passed  on  the  25th 
instant,  requesting  uic,  if  In  my  opinion  not  incompatible  witli  the  public 

interest,  to  .  '     '     *     -      ^^       *     -       »        .  ^         /  ^  -      »,  t    .^ 

Audersun  t«>  i  jd 

of  Fort  Sumter. 


Abraham  Lincoln 

On  examining  the  correspondence  thus  called  for  1  ha\*e.  with  the 
highe*;t  respect  for  the  Senate,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  at  the  present 
moment  the  publication  of  it  would  be  inexpedient. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


PROCLAMATIONS, 

By  thk  Prbsidknt  of  thk  United  States. 

A  PROCLAJVIATION. 

Whereas  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  been  for  some  time  past 
and  now  are  opposed  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  in  the  States 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana. 
and  Texas  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  mar- 
sliaLs  by  law: 

Now.  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincohi,  President  of  the  United  States, 
iu  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
have  thought  fit  to  call  forth,  and  hereby  do  call  forth,  the  militia  of  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  to  the  ag:gregate  number  of  75,000,  in  order 
to  suppress  said  combinations  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed. 

The  details  for  this  object  will  be  immediately  communicated  to  the 
State  authorities  through  the  War  Department, 

I  api>eal  to  all  loyal  citizens  to  favor,  facilitate,  and  aid  this  effort  to 
tnmntain  the  honor,  the  integrity,  and  the  existence  of  our  National 
Union  and  the  perpetuity  of  popular  government  and  to  redress  wrongs 
already  long  enough  endured, 

I  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  the  first  service  assigned  to  the  forces 
hereby  called  forth  will  probably  be  to  repossess  the  forts,  places,  and 
pn>perty  which  liave  been  seized  from  the  Union;  and  in  ever>'  event 
die  utuiost  care  will  be  observed,  consistently  with  the  objects  aforesaid, 
to  a\^d  any  devastation,  any  destruction  of  or  interference  with  prop- 
erty, or  any  disttu-bance  of  peaceful  citizens  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

And  I  hereby  command  the  persons  conipasing  the  combinations  afore- 
said tu  disjjerse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes  within 
twenty  days  from  this  date. 

Deeming  that  the  presetit  condition  of  public  affairs  presents  an  ex- 
traordinary* tx^casion,  I  do  hereby,  in  \rirtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested 
bv  the  Constitution,  convene  b<jth  Houses  of  Congress.  vSetiators  atid 
\'  iitatives  are  therefore  summoned  to  assemble  at  their  respective 

Lii cviiii/r  ,s  at  12  o'clock  noon  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  July  next, 
then  and  there  to  consider  and  deiermtne  such  measures  as,  in  their  wis- 
dom, llie  public  safety  and  interest  may  seem  to  demand. 
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[seal] 


In  witness  whereof  I  liave  lierewnto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  15th  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1 86 1,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-fifth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  Presidents 

WrLLiAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


I 


By  the  Presibent  of  the  United  States  op  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  an  insurrection  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  broken  ont  in  the  States  of  South  CaroHna,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Mississippi.  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  can  not  be  effectually  executed  therein  con- 
fomiably  to  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  requires  duties  to 
be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  a  combination  of  persons  engaged  in  such  insurrection  have 
threatened  to  grant  pretended  letters  of  marque  to  authorize  the  bearers 
thereof  to  commit  assaults  on  the  Hves,  vessels,  and  property  of  good 
citizens  of  the  country  lawfidly  engaged  In  commerce  on  the  high  seas 
and  in  waters  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  an  Executive  proclamation  has  been  already  issued  requiring 
the  persons  engaged  in  these  disorderly  proceedings  to  desist  therefrom, 
calling  out  a  militia  force  for  the  purpose  of  repressing  the  same,  and 
convening  Congress  in  extraordinary  session  to  deliberate  and  detennine 
thereon: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  the  same  purposes  before  mentioned  and  to  the  protection 
of  the  pubhc  peace  and  the  lives  and  property  of  quiet  and  orderly  citi- 
zens pursuing  their  lawful  occupations,  until  Congress  shall  have  assem- 
bled and  dehberated  on  the  said  unlawful  proceedings  or  until  the  same 
shall  have  ceased,  have  further  deemed  it  ad\asable  to  set  on  foot  a  block* 
ade  of  the  ports  wntliin  the  States  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  law  of  nations  in  such  case  provided.  For 
this  purpose  a  competent  force  will  Ix;  p>sted  so  as  to  prevent  entrance 
and  exit  of  \*essels  from  the  ports  aforesaid.  If,  therefore,  with  a  \iew 
to  \nolate  such  blockade,  a  vessel  shall  approach  or  shall  attempt  to  leave 
either  of  the  said  ports,  she  vdW  be  duly  w^anied  by  the  commander  of 
one  of  the  blockading  vessels,  who  will  indorse  on  her  register  the  fact 
and  date  of  such  warning,  and  if  the  same  vessel  shall  again  attempt  to 
enter  or  leave  the  blockaded  port  she  will  l^e  captured  and  sent  to  the 
nearest  convenient  port  for  such  proceedings  against  her  and  her  cargo 
as  prize  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 


Ahrahattt  Li tt coin 


Atitl  I  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  if  any  person,  under  the  pre- 
tended authority  of  the  said  States  or  under  any  other  pretense,  shall 
molest  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  or  the  persons  or  cargo  on  board  of 
her,  such  person  will  be  held  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  piracy. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  T         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  19th  day  of  April, 

A.  D,  1861,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-fifth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WitUAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stak. 


By  the  Prksidknt  of  thb  United  States  of  America. 

A  procl.\mation. 

Whereas,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  proclamation  of  the  19th 
instant,  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  States  of  South  CaroUna,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Texas  was  ordered  to  be 
estabUshed;  and 

Whereas  since  that  date  public  property  of  the  United  States  has  been 
seized,  the  collection  of  the  revenue  obstructed,  and  duly  commissioned 
ofTicers  of  the  United  Slates,  while  engaged  in  executing  the  orders  of 
their  sui)eriors,  have  been  arrested  and  held  in  custody  as  prisoners  or 
have  l^een  impeded  in  the  chscharge  of  their  official  duties,  without  due 
legal  process,  by  persons  claiming  to  act  under  authorities  of  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  an  efficient  blockade  of  the  ports  of  those 
States  will  also  be  established. 

In  witness  w^hereof  I  ha\'e  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Wasliington,  this  27th  day  of  April » 
A.  D.  1 86 1,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty  fifUi.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H,  Ssward,  Secretary  af  State, 


[sbax.] 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas  existing  exigencies  demand  immediate  and  adequate  1 
for  the  protection  of  the  National  Constitution  and  tlie  preservation  of  the 
National  Union  by  tlie  suppression  of  the  insurrectionar>^  combinations 
xiijm  existing  in  several  States  for  opjxising  the  laws  of  the  Union  and 
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obstructing  the  execution  thereof,  to  which  end  a  military  force  in  ad- 
dition to  that  called  forth  by  my  proclamation  of  the  15  th  day  of  April 
in  the  present  year  appears  to  be  indispensably  necessary: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  thereof  and  of  the 
miHtia  of  the  several  States  when  called  into  actual  service,  do  hereby 
call  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  42,034  volunteers  to  serve  for 
the  period  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  to  be  mustered 
into  service  as  infantry  and  cavalry.  The  proportions  of  each  arm  and 
the  details  of  enrollment  and  organization  will  be  made  known  through 
the  Department  of  War. 

And  I  also  direct  that  the  Regular  Army  of  the  United  States  be  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  one  regiment  of  artillery,  making  altogether  a  maximum 
aggregate  increase  of  22,714  officers  and  enlisted  men,  the  details  of 
which  increase  will  also  be  made  known  through  the  Department  of  War. 

And  I  further  direct  the  enlistment  for  not  less  than  one  or  more  than 
three  years  of  18,000  seamen,  in  addition  to  the  present  force,  for  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States.  The  details  of  the  enlistment  and 
organization  will  be  made  known  through  the  Department  of  the  Navy. 

The  call  for  volunteers  hereby  made  and  the  direction  for  the  increase 
of  the  Regular  Army  and  for  the  enlistment  of  seamen  hereby  given, 
together  with  the  plan  of  organization  adopted  for  the  volimteer  and  for 
the  regular  forces  hereby  authorized,  will  be  submitted  to  Congress  as 
soon  as  assembled. 

In  the  meantime  I  earnestly  invoke  the  cooperation  of  all  good  citi- 
zens in  the  measures  hereby  adopted  for  the  effectual  suppression  of 
unlawful  violence,  for  the  impartial  enforcement  of  constitutional  laws, 
and  for  the  speediest  possible  restoration  of  peace  and  order,  and  with 
these  of  happiness  and  prosperity,  throughout  our  country. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  3d  day  of  May,  A.  D. 

1861 ,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

^^^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  an  insurrection  exists  in  the  State  of  Florida  by  which  th< 
lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  ar 
endangered;  and 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  proper  that  all  needful  measures  should  be  take 


Abraham  Lincoln 

for  the  protection  of  such  citizens  and  all  officers  of  the  United  States  in 
the  discharge  of  their  public  duties  in  the  State  aforesaid: 

Nuw%  therefore,  be  it  knowTi  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  direct  the  commander  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Florida  coast  to  pennit  no  person  to  exercise  any 
office  or  authority  upon  the  islands  of  Key  West,  the  Tortugas,  and 
Santa  Rosa  which  may  l^e  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Constitution 
of  the  Ur**.ed  States,  authorizing  him  at  the  same  time,  if  he  shall  find 
it  necessary,  to  suspend  there  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  to  remove 
the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  fortresses  all  dangerous  or  sus- 

cted  persons. 

In  i^itxiess  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  liand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  lie  affixed. 
r*ttA    1         ^otie  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  loth  day  of  May,  A*  D. 
i86t ,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

^^^^'  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiixiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Staie. 


EXECUTI\1E  ORDERa 

"enant.General  ScoTT,  Washington,  Aprii  25.  iS6r. 

Mv  Dear  Sir:  The  ^lar^-land  legislature  assembles  to-morrow  at 
Annapolis^  and  not  improbably  will  take  action  to  arm  the  people  of 
tliat  State  against  the  United  States,  The  question  has  been  submitted 
to  and  considered  by  me  whether  it  would  not  be  justifiable,  upon  the 
ground  of  necessar>"  defense,  for  you,  as  General  in  Chief  of  the  United 
States  Army,  to  arrest  or  disperse  the  members  of  that  body,  I  think  it 
Vould  not  be  justifiable  nor  efficient  for  the  desired  object. 

First.  They  have  a  clearly  legal  right  to  assemble,  and  we  can  not 
}cacm  in  advance  that  their  action  will  not  be  lawful  and  peaceful,  and 
;  wc  wait  until  thev^  shall  ha%''e  acted  their  arrest  or  dispersion  will  not 

the  effect  of  their  action. 

Secondly*  We  can  not  permanently  prevent  their  action.     If  we  arrest 

Ltl  can  not  long  hold  them  as  prisoners,  and  when  liberated  they 

fv^  jiediately  reassemble  and  take  their  action;  and  precisely  the 

»amc  if  we  simply  disperse  them — they  will  immediately  reassemble  in 

som»  lace, 

1  t -  conclude  that  it  is  only  left  to  the  Commanding  General  to 

watch  mA  awatt  their  action,  which,  if  it  shall  be  to  arm  their  people 

If  IW^VOI,  VI— 2 
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against  the  United  States,  he  is  to  adopt  the  most  prompt  and  efficient 
means  to  counteract,  even,  if  necessar>\  to  the  bonil»ardment  of  their  cities 
and,  in  the  extremest  necessity  ♦  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
Your  obedient  servant.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


The  Commanding  Genkrai,  of  the  Army  of  thh  United  States: 

You  are  engaged  in  suppressing  an  insurrection  against  the  laws  of  the 
Unitt;d  States.  If  at  any  point  on  or  in  the  \nduity  of  any  military  line 
which  is  now  or  which  shall  be  used  between  the  city  of  Pliiladelphia 
and  the  city  of  Washington  you  find  resistance  which  renders  it  neces- 
sary to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  public  safety,  you  per- 
sonally, or  through  the  oflficer  in  command  at  the  point  where  resistance 
occurs,  are  authorized  to  suspend  that  writ. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Unite*!  States,  at  the  city 
r  -|     of  Wasliington,  this  27th  day  of  April,  186 1,  iukI  of  the  Inde- 

pendence of  the  United  States  the  eighty-fifth. 

ABR.\HAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
WitLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  0/  State, 

Gknkrai,  Orders,  No.  15* 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washingtofi,  April  jo,  1861, 

The  President  directs  that  all  officers  of  the  Army,  except  those  who 
have  entered  the  service  since  the  ist  instant,  take  and  subscribe  anew 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  as  set  forth  in  the 
t^   th  article  of  war. 

v-onunanding  officers  will  see  to  the  prompt  ext-rtuion  nf  this  onkr, 
and  report  accordingly. 

By  order:  L.  THOALVS, 

A  Jiu  i(J  fi  /-  Gene' tat 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  greeting: 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  tnist  and  confidence  in  the  patriotism, 
valor,  fidelity,  and  ability  of  Colonel  Robert  Anderson,  United  States 
Army,  I  liave  empowered  him,  aud  do  hereby  empower  him,  to  receive 
into  the  Army  of  the  United  States  as  msiiiy  regiments  of  volunteer  uoops 
from  the  State  of  Kentucky  nn  '  *•-  •  •^-  .-  ♦ -n  p^^^  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  as  shall  be  willing  to  _  of  the  United  States 
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for  the  term  of  three  years  upon  the  teniis  and  according  to 
proposed  by  the  proclamation  of  May  3,  1861,  and  General  Ord 
15,  from  the  War  Department,  of  May  4,  1861. 

The  troops  whom  he  receives  shall  Ije  on  the  same  footing 
respect  as  those  of  the  like  kind  called  for  in  the  proclamationi 
cited,  except  that  the  officers  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  United  5 
He  is  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  1: 
devolved  upon  him  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  thing3j 
unto  belonging. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  7th  day 
A.  D.  1 861,  and  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  the  Independence 
United  States. 


ABRAHAM  UNCC 


By  the  President: 

Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


I 


Statk  Department, /wwi*  20, 
The    Lieittenant-General    Commanding    the    Armies    o\ 

United  States: 
You  or  any  officer  you  may  designate  will,  in  your  discretion,  s 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  so  far  as  may  relate  to  Major  Chase»  lat 
the  Engineer  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  now  allej 
be  guilty  of  treasonable  practices  against  this  Government. 

ABRAHAM  UNO 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward. 


The  Commanding  General,  Army  of  the  United  States:  | 

You  are  engaged  in  suppressing  an  insurrection  against  the 
the  United  States.  If  at  any  point  on  or  in  the  \ncinity  of  any  m; 
line  which  is  now  or  which  shall  l^e  used  between  the  city  of  New 
and  the  city  of  Washington  you  find  resistance  which  renders  it 
sary  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  carpus  for  the  public  safety,  yo 
sonally,  or  through  the  officer  in  command  at  the  point  where  re^ 
occurs,  are  authorized  to  suspend  that  wTit.  " 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  th 
of  Washington,  this  2d  day  of  July.  A,  D.  1S61,  and  _ 
Indei>endence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-fifth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCC 
By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[seal.] 
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SPECIAL  SESSION  MESSAGE. 

July  4,  1861. 
Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Having  been  convened  on  an  extraordinary  ocx^asion,  as  authorized  by 
the  Constitution,  your  attention  is  not  called  to  any  ordinary  subject  of 
legislation. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  Presidential  term,  four  months  ago, 
the  functions  of  the  Federal  Government  were  found  to  be  generally  sus- 
pended within  the  several  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Florida,  excepting  only  those  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department. 

Within  these  States  all  the  forts,  arsenals,  dockyards,  custom-houses, 
and  the  like,  including  the  movable  and  stationary  property  in  and  about 
them,  had  been  seized  and  were  held  in  open  hostility  to  this  Govern- 
ment, excepting  only  Forts  Pickens,  Taylor,  and  Jefferson,  on  and  near 
the  Florida  coast,  and  Fort  Sumter,  in  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Caro- 
lina. The  forts  thus  seized  had  been  put  in  improved  condition,  new 
ones  had  been  built,  and  armed  forces  had  been  organized  and  were  organ- 
izing, all  avowedly  with  the  same  hostile  purpose. 

The  forts  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
and  near  these  States  were  either  besieged  or  menaced  by  warlike  prep- 
arations, and  especially  Fort  Sumter  was  nearly  surrounded  by  well-pro- 
tected hostile  batteries,  with  guns  equal  in  quality  to  the  best  of  its  own 
and  outnumbering  the  latter  as  perhaps  ten  to  one.  A  disproportionate 
share  of  the  Federal  muskets  and  rifles  had  somehow  found  their  way  into 
these  States,  and  had  been  seized  to  be  used  against  the  Government. 
Accumulations  of  the  public  revenue  lying  within  them  had  been  seized 
for  the  same  object.  The  Navy  was  scattered  in  distant  seas,  leaving 
but  a  very  small  part  of  it  within  the  immediate  reach  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Officers  of  the  Federal  Army  and  Navy  had  resigned  in  great 
numbers,  and  of  those  resigning  a  large  proportion  had  taken  up  arras 
against  the  Government.  Simultaneously  and  in  connection  with  all  this 
the  purpose  to  sever  the  Federal  Union  was  openly  avowed.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  purpose,  an  ordinance  had  been  adopted  in  each  of  these 
States  declaring  the  States  respectively  to  be  separated  from  the  National 
Union.  A  formula  for  instituting  a  combined  government  of  these  States 
had  been  promulgated,  and  this  illegal  organization,  in  the  character  of 
Confederate  States,  was  already  invoking  recognition,  aid,  and  interven- 
tion from  foreign  powers. 

Finding  this  condition  of  things  and  beUeving  it  to  be  an  imperative 
duty  upon  the  incoming  Executive  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  consumma- 
tion of  such  attempt  to  destroy  the  Federal  Union,  a  choice  of  means  to 
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that  end  became  indispensable.  This  choice  was  made,  and  was  declared 
in  the  inaugural  address.  The  policy  chosen  looked  to  the  exhaustion 
of  all  peaceful  measures  before  a  resort  to  any  stronger  ones.  It  sought 
only  to  hold  the  public  places  and  property  not  already  wrested  from 
the  Government  and  to  collect  the  revenue,  relying  for  the  rest  on  time, 
discussion,  and  the  ballot  box.  It  promised  a  continuance  of  the  mails 
at  Government  expense  to  the  ver\^  people  who  were  resisting  the  Gov- 
enunent.  and  it  gave  repeated  pledges  against  any  disturbance  to  any  of 
the  people  or  any  of  their  rights.  Of  all  that  which  a  President  might  con- 
stitutionally and  justifiably  do  in  such  a  case,  everj^thing  was  forborne 
WMthout  which  it  was  believed  possible  to  keep  the  Government  on  foot. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  the  present  incumbent's  first  full  day  in  office, 
a  letter  of  Major  Anderson,  commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  written  on  the 
2Sth  of  Febmarj^  and  received  at  the  War  Department  on  the  4th  of 
March,  was  by  that  Department  placed  in  his  hands.     This  letter  ex- 

t pressed  the  professional  opinion  of  the  writer  that  reenforcements  could 
not  be  thrown  into  that  fort  within  the  time  for  his  relief  rendered  nec- 
essary by  the  Umited  supply  of  provisions,  and  with  a  view  of  holding 
possession  of  the  same,  with  a  force  of  less  than  20,000  good  and  well- 
disciplined  men.  This  opinion  was  concurred  in  by  all  the  officers  of  his 
conunand,  and  their  memoranda  on  the  subject  were  made  inclostn*es  of 
Major  Anderson's  letter.  The  whole  was  immediately  laid  before  Lien- 
tenant -General  Scott,  who  at  once  concurred  with  Major  Anderson  in 
opinion.  On  reflection,  however,  he  took  full  time,  consulting  with  other 
ofBcers,  both  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  and  at  the  end  of  four  days  came 
reluctantly,  but  decidedly,  to  the  same  conclusion  as  before.  He  also 
stated  at  the  same  time  that  no  sncli  sufficient  force  was  then  at  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  or  could  be  raised  and  brought  to  the  ground 
within  the  time  when  the  provisions  in  the  fort  would  be  exhausted.  In 
a  purely  military  point  of  \Hew  this  reduced  the  duty  of  the  Administra- 
tion in  the  case  to  the  mere  matter  of  getting  the  garrison  safely  out  of 
the  fort. 

It  was  believed,  however,  that  to  so  abandon  that  position  under  the 
circumstances  would  be  utterly  ruinous;  that  the  necessiiy  under  which 
it  was  to  be  done  would  not  be  fully  understood;  that  by  many  it  would 
be  construed  as  a  part  of  a  voluniary  policy;  that  at  home  it  would  dis- 
courage the  friends  of  the  Union,  emb<:)lden  its  adversaries,  and  go  far  to 
insure  to  the  latter  a  recognition  abroad;  that,  in  fact,  it  would  l>e  our 
national  destruction  consummated.  This  could  not  be  allowed.  Star- 
vation was  not  yet  up^n  the  garrison,  and  ere  it  %vouM  be  reached  Fori 
Pickens  might  be  reenforced.  This  last  would  be  a  clear  indication  of 
policy,  and  would  better  enable  the  country  to  accept  the  evacuation  of 
Fort  Sumter  as  a  military  necessity.  An  order  was  at  once  directed  to  be 
sent  for  the  landing  of  the  troops  from  the  steamship  Brooklyn  into  Fort 
Pickens.     This  order  could  not  go  by  land,  but  must  take  the  longer  and 
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slower  route  by  sea.  The  first  return  news  from  the  order  was  received 
just  one  week  before  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  news  itself  was  that  the 
officer  commanding  the  Sabine,  to  %vlxich  vessel  the  troops  had  lieen  trans- 
ferred from  the  Brooklyn,  acting  upon  some  quasi  armistice  of  the  late 
Administration  (and  of  the  existence  of  which  the  present  Administra- 
tion, up  to  the  time  the  order  was  dispatched,  had  only  too  va^ie  and 
uncertain  rumors  to  fix  attention),  had  refused  to  land  the  troops.  To 
now  reenforce  Fort  Pickens  before  a  crisis  would  be  reached  at  Fort 
Sumter  was  impossible,  rendered  so  by  the  near  exhaustion  of  provisions 
in  the  latter- named  fort.  In  precaution  against  such  a  conjuncture  the 
Government  had  a  few  days  before  commenced  preparing  an  expedition, 
as  well  adapted  as  might  be,  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter,  which  expedition 
%vas  intended  to  be  ultimately  used  or  not,  according  to  circumstances. 
The  strongest  anticipated  case  for  using  it  was  now-  presented,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  send  it  forw^ard.  As  had  l^een  intended  in  this  contingency, 
it  was  also  resolved  to  notify  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  that  he 
might  expect  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  provision  the  fort,  and  that 
if  the  attempt  should  not  be  resisted  there  would  be  no  effort  to  throw  in 
men,  arms,  or  ammunition  without  further  notice,  or  in  case  of  an  attack 
upon  the  fort.  This  notice  was  accordingly  given,  w^hereupon  the  fort 
was  attacked  and  bombarded  to  its  fall,  without  even  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  provnsiouing  exix^dition. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  assault  upon  and  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter 
was  in  no  sense  a  matter  of  self-defense  on  the  part  of  the  assailants. 
They  well  knew^  that  the  garrison  in  the  fort  could  by  no  possibility  com- 
mit aggression  upon  them.  They  knew — they  were  expressly  notified  ^ 
thai  the  giving  of  bread  to  the  few  brave  and  hungr>^  men  of  the  gar- 
rison w^as  all  which  would  on  that  occasion  be  attempted,  unless  them- 
selves^ by  resisting  so  much,  should  provoke  more.  They  knew  that  this 
Government  desired  to  keep  the  garrison  in  the  fort,  not  to  assail  them, 
but  merely  to  maintain  visible  possession,  and  thus  to  preserv^e  the  Union 
from  actual  and  immediate  dissolution,  trusting,  as  hereinbefore  stated, 
to  time,  discussion,  and  the  ballot  box  for  final  adjustment;  and  they 
assailed  and  reduced  the  fort  for  precisely  the  reverse  object ^ — to  drive 
out  the  visible  authority  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  thus  force  it  to  imme- 
diate dissolution.  That  this  was  their  object  the  Executive  well  under- 
stood; and  ha\4ng  said  to  them  in  the  inaugural  address,  **You  can 
have  no  conflict  without  being  yourselves  the  aggressors, ' '  he  took  pains 
not  only  to  keep  this  declaration  good,  but  also  to  keep  the  case  so  free 
from  the  power  of  ingenious  sophistry  as  that  the  world  should  not  be 
able  to  misunderstand  it.  By  the  affair  at  Fort  Sumter,  with  its  sur- 
rounding circumstances,  that  point  was  reached.  Then  and  thereby  the 
assailants  of  the  Government  began  the  conflict  of  anns,  without  a  gun 
'n  sight  or  in  expectancy  to  return  their  fire,  save  only  the  few  in  the 
ort,  sent  to  that  harbor  years  before  for  their  own  protection,  and  still 
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ready  to  give  that  protection  in  whatever  was  lawful.  In  this  act,  dis- 
carding all  else,  they  have  forced  upon  the  country  the  distinct  issue, 
*  *  Immediate  dissolution  or  blood, ' ' 

And  this  issue  embraces  more  than  the  fate  of  these  United  States. 
It  presents  to  the  whole  family  of  man  the  question  whether  a  constitu- 
tional republic,  or  democracy — a  go\'ernment  of  the  people  by  the  same 
people — can  or  can  not  maintain  its  territorial  integrity  against  its  own 
domestic  foes.  It  presents  the  question  whether  discontented  individuals, 
too  few  in  numbers  to  control  administration  according  to  organic  la%v  in 
any  case,  can  always,  upon  the  pretenses  made  in  this  case,  or  on  any 
other  pretenses,  or  arbitrarily  without  any  pretense,  break  up  their  gov- 
ernment, and  thus  practically  put  an  end  to  free  government  upon  the 
earth.  It  forces  us  to  ask,  Is  there  in  all  republics  this  inherent  and 
fatal  weakness?  Must  a  government  of  necessity  be  too  strong  for  the 
liberties  of  its  own  people,  or  too  weak  to  maintain  its  own  existence? 

So  Wewing  the  issue,  no  choice  was  left  but  to  call  out  the  war  power 
of  the  Govermneut  and  so  to  resist  force  employed  for  its  destruction  by 
force  for  its  preservation. 

The  call  was  made,  and  the  response  of  the  countr>^  w^as  most  gratify- 
ing, surpassing  in  unanimity  and  spirit  the  most  sanguine  expectation. 
Yet  none  of  the  States  commonly  called  slave  States,  except  Delaware, 
gave  a  regiment  through  regular  State  organization.  A  few^  regiments 
have  been  organized  within  some  others  of  those  States  by  indi\ddual 
enterprise  and  received  into  the  Government  service.  Of  course  the 
seceded  States,  so  called  (and  to  which  Texas  had  been  joined  about  the 
time  of  the  inauguration),  gave  no  troops  to  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
The  border  States,  so  called,  were  not  uniform  in  their  action,  some  of 
them  being  almost /i'r  the  Union,  w^hile  in  others,  as  Virginia,  North  Car- 
olina, Tennessee,  and  Arkansas,  the  Union  sentiment  was  nearly  repressed 
and  silenced.  The  course  taken  in  Virginia  was  the  most  remarkable, 
perhaps  the  most  important,  A  convention  elected  by  the  people  of 
that  State  to  consider  this  very  question  of  disrupting  the  Federal  Union 
was  in  session  at  the  capital  of  Virginia  when  Fort  Sumter  fell.  To  this 
body  the  people  had  chosen  a  large  majority  of  professed  llnion  men. 
Almost  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Sumter  many  menil>ers  of  that  major* 
ity  went  over  to  the  original  disunion  minority,  and  with  them  adopted 
an  ordinance  for  withdrawing  the  State  from  the  Union.  Whether  this 
change  was  wTought  by  their  great  approval  of  the  assault  upon  Sumter 
or  their  great  resentment  at  the  Govenmient's  resistance  to  that  assault 
is  not  definitely  knov^-n.  Although  they  submitted  the  ordinance  for  rat- 
ification to  a  vote  of  the  people,  to  be  taken  on  a  day  then  somewhat 
more  than  a  month  distant,  the  convention  and  the  legislature  (which 
was  also  in  session  at  the  same  time  and  place),  with  leading  u 
the  State  not  members  of  either,  immediately  commenced  acting  as 
State  were  already  out  of  the  Union.     They  pushed  military  prepa 
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vigorously  forward  all  over  the  State.  They  seized  the  United  States 
amiory  at  Harpers  Ferry  and  the  navy-yard  at  Gosport,  near  Norfolk. 
They  received — perhaps  invited — ^iuto  their  State  large  bodies  of  troops, 
with  their  warlike  appointments,  from  the  so-called  seceded  States.  They 
formally  entered  into  a  treaty  of  temporary  alliance  and  cooperation  with 
the  so-called  ** Confederate  States,*'  and  sent  members  to  their  congress 
at  Montgomery;  and,  finally,  they  permitted  the  insurrectionary  govern-* 
ment  to  be  transferred  to  their  capital  at  Richmond. 

The  people  of  Virginia  have  thus  allowed  this  giant  insurrection  to 
make  its  nest  within  her  borders,  and  this  Government  has  no  choice 
left  but  to  deal  wdth  it  where  it  finds  it;  and  it  has  the  less  regret,  as 
the  loyal  citizens  have  in  due  form  claimed  its  protection.  Those  loyal 
citizens  this  Government  is  bound  to  recognize  and  protect,  as  being 
Virginia. 

In  the  border  States,  so  called — in  fact,  the  Middle  States — there  are 
those  who  favor  a  polic>'  which  they  call  "armed  neutrality;"  that  is, 
an  arming  of  those  States  to  prevent  the  Union  forces  passing  one  way 
or  the  disunion  the  other  over  their  soil.  This  would  \^  disunion  com- 
pleted. Figuratively  speaking,  it  would  l)e  the  building  of  an  impassable 
wall  along  the  line  of  separation,  and  yet  not  quite  an  impassable  one, 
for,  under  the  guise  of  neutrality,  it  would  tie  the  hands  of  the  Union 
men  and  freely  pass  supplies  from  among  them  to  the  insurrectionists, 
which  it  could  not  do  as  an  open  enemy.  At  a  stroke  it  would  take  all 
the  trouble  off  the  hands  of  secession,  except  only  what  proceeds  from  the 
external  blockade.  It  would  do  for  the  disunionists  that  which  of  all 
things  they  most  desire — feed  them  well  and  give  them  disunion  without 
a  struggle  of  their  own.  It  recognizes  no  fidelity  to  the  Constitution, 
no  obligation  to  maintain  the  Union;  and  while  very  many  who  have 
favored  it  are  doubtless  loyal  citizens,  it  is,  nevertheless,  very  injurious 
in  effect. 

Recurring  to  the  action  of  the  Government,  it  may  be  stated  that  at 
first  a  call  was  made  for  75,000  militia,  and  rapidly  following  this  a  proc- 
lamation was  issued  for  closing  the  ports  of  the  insurrectionary  districts 
by  proceedings  in  the  nature  of  blockade.  So  far  all  was  believed  to  be 
strictly  legal.  At  this  ixjint  the  insurrectionists  announced  their  purpose 
to  enter  upon  the  practice  of  privateering. 

Other  calls  were  made  for  volunteers  to  ser\^e  three  years  unless  sooner 
discharged,  and  also  for  large  additions  to  the  Regular  Army  and  Navy. 
These  measures,  whether  strictly  legal  or  not,  were  ventured  upon  under 
what  aj)peared  to  be  a  ix)pular  demand  and  a  public  necessity,  trusting 
then,  as  now,  that  Congress  would  readily  ratify  them.  It  is  l:)elieved 
that  nothing  has  been  done  beyond  the  constitutional  competency  of 
Congress. 

Soon  after  the  first  call  for  militia  it  was  considered  a  duty  to  authorize 
the  Commanding  General  in  proper  cases,  according  to  his  discretion,  to 
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suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  arrest  and  detain  without  resort  to  the  ordinary  processes  and  forms 
of  law  snch  individuals  as  he  might  deem  dangerous  to  the  public  safety, 
This  authority  has  piu'posely  been  exercised  but  ver>^  sparingl)-.  Never- 
theless, the  legality  and  propriety  of  what  has  been  done  under  it  are 
questioned,  and  the  attention  of  the  country  has  been  called  to  the  prop- 
osition  that  one  who  is  sworn  to  ''take  care  that  the  laws  l>e  faithfully 
executed''  should  not  himself  \nolate  them.  Of  course  some  considera- 
tion was  given  to  the  questions  of  power  and  propriety  before  this  matter 
was  acted  upon.  The  w^hole  of  the  law^s  which  w^ere  required  to  be  faith- 
fully executed  were  being  resisted  and  failing  of  execution  in  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  States.  Must  they  be  allowed  to  finally  fail  of  execution, 
even  had  it  been  perfectly  clear  that  by  the  use  of  the  means  necessary  to 
their  execution  some  single  law,  made  in  such  extreme  tenderness  of 
the  citizen *s  hberty  that  practically  it  relieves  more  of  the  guilty  than 
of  the  innocent,  should  to  a  very  limited  extent  be  violated?  To  state 
the  question  more  directly,  Are  all  the  laws  but  one  to  go  unexecuted, 
and  the  Government  itself  go  to  pieces  lest  that  one  be  violated?  Even 
in  such  a  case,  would  not  the  official  oath  be  broken  if  the  Government 
should  be  overtlu-own  when  it  was  believed  that  disregarding  the  single 
law  would  tend  to  preserve  it?  But  it  was  not  believed  that  this  ques- 
tion was  presented.  It  was  not  believed  that  any  law  was  violated.  The 
provision  of  the  Constitution  that  *  *  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
carpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless  when ,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
the  public  safety  may  require  it ' '  is  equivalent  to  a  provision — is  a  provi- 

\  sion — that  such  privilege  may  be  suspended  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  does  require  it.  It  was  decided  that  we  have 
a  case  of  reliellion  and  that  the  public  safety  does  require  the  qualified 
suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  wTit  w^hich  w*as  authorized  to  be  made. 
Now  it  is  insisted  that  Congress,  and  not  the  Executive,  is  vested  with 
this  power;  but  the  Constitution  itself  is  silent  as  to  which  or  who  is 
to  exercise  the  power;  and  as  the  provision  was  plainly  made  for  a  dan- 

i  gerous  emergency,  it  can  not  be  believed  the  framers  of  the  instrument 
intended  that  in  every  case  the  danger  should  run  its  course  until  Con- 
gress could  be  called  together,  the  very  assembhug  of  which  might  be 
prevented,  as  was  intended  in  this  case,  by  the  rebellion. 

No  more  extended  argument  is  now^  offered,  as  an  opinion  at  some 
length  will  probably  be  presented  by  the  Attorney- General.  Whether 
there  shall  be  any  legislation  upon  the  subject,  and,  if  any,  what,  is  sub- 
mitted entirely  to  the  better  judgment  of  Congress. 

The  forbearance  of  this  Goveniment  had  been  so  extraordinary  and  so 
long  continued  as  to  lead  some  foreign  nations  to  shape  their  action  as 
if  they  supposed  the  early  destruction  of  our  National  Union  w^as  proba- 
ble. While  this  on  discovery  gave  the  Executive  some  concern,  he  is 
now"  happy  to  say  that  the  sovereignty  and  rights  of  the  United  States 
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are  now  ever5rwhere  practically  respected  by  foreign  powers,  and  a  gen- 
eral sympathy  with  the  country  is  manifested  throughout  the  world. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  the  Navy 
will  give  the  information  in  detail  deemed  necessary  and  convenient  for 
your  deliberation  and  action,  while  the  Executive  and  all  the  Depart- 
ments will  stand  ready  to  supply  omissions  or  to  communicate  new  facts 
considered  important  for  you  to  know. 

It  is  now  recommended  that  you  give  the  legal  means  for  making  this 
contest  a  short  and  a  decisive  one;  that  you  place  at  the  control  of  the 
Government  for  the  work  at  least  400,000  men  and  $400,000,000.  That 
number  of  men  is  about  one- tenth  of  those  of  proper  ages  within  the 
regions  where  apparently  all  are  willing  to  engage,  and  the  sum  is  less 
than  a  twenty-third  part  of  the  money  value  owned  by  the  men  who  seem 
ready  to  devote  the  whole.  A  debt  of  $600,000,000  now  is  a  less  sum 
per  head  than  was  the  debt  of  our  Revolution  when  we  came  out  of  that 
struggle,  and  the  money  value  in  the  country  now  bears  even  a  greater 
proportion  to  what  it  was  then  than  does  the  population.  Surely  each 
man  has  as  strong  a  motive  now  to  preserve  our  liberties  as  each  had  then 
to  establish  them. 

A  right  result  at  this  time  will  be  worth  more  to  the  world  than  ten 
times  the  men  and  ten  times  the  money.  The  evidence  reaching  us 
from  the  country  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  material  for  the  work  is 
abundant,  and  that  it  needs  only  the  hand  of  legislation  to  give  it  legal 
sanction  and  the  hand  of  the  Executive  to  give  it  practical  shape  and 
efficiency.  One  of  the  greatest  perplexities  of  the  Government  is  to 
avoid  receiving  troops  faster  than  it  can  provide  for  them.  In  a  word, 
the  people  will  save  their  Government  if  the  Government  itself  will  do 
its  part  only  indifferently  well. 

It  might  seem  at  first  thought  to  be  of  little  difference  whether  the 
present  movement  at  the  South  be  called  *' secession ' '  or  *' rebellion.'* 
The  movers,  however,  well  understand  the  difference.  At  the  beginning 
they  knew  they  could  never  raise  their  treason  to  any  respectable  mag- 
nitude by  any  name  which  implies  violation  of  law.  They  knew  their 
people  possessed  as  much  of  moral  sense,  as  much  of  devotion  to  law  and 
order,  and  as  much  pride  in  and  reverence  for  the  history  and  Govern- 
ment of  their  common  country  as  any  other  civilized  and  patriotic  people. 
They  knew  they  could  make  no  advancement  directly  in  the  teeth  of 
these  strong  and  noble  sentiments.  Accordingly,  they  commenced  by 
an  insidious  debauching  of  the  public  mind.  They  invented  an  ingen- 
ious sophism,  which,  if  conceded,  was  followed  by  perfectly  logical  steps 
through  all  the  incidents  to  the  complete  destruction  of  the  Union. 
The  sophism  itself  is  that  any  State  of  the  Union  may  co7isistently  with 
the  National  Constitution,  and  therefore  lawfully  and  peacefully,  with- 
draw from  the  Union  without  the  consent  of  the  Union  or  of  any  other 
State.      The  Uttle  disguise  that  the  supposed  right  is  to  be  exercised 
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only  for  just  cause,  themselves  to  be  tlie  sole  judge  of  its  justice,  is  too 
thin  to  merit  any  tiotice. 

With  rebellion  thus  sugar  coated  they  have  been  drugging  the  public 
mind  of  their  section  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  until  at  length  they 
have  brought  many  good  men  to  a  willingness  to  take  up  arms  against 
the  Government  the  day  a/Ur  some  assemblage  of  men  have  enacted  the 
farcical  pretense  of  taking  their  State  out  of  the  Union  who  could  have 
beeu  brought  to  no  such  thing  the  day  before. 

This  sophism  derives  much,  perhaps  the  whole,  of  its  currency  from 
the  assumption  that  there  is  some  omnipotent  and  sacred  supremacy 
pertaining  to  a  State — to  each  State  of  our  Federal  Union.  Our  States 
have  neither  more  nor  less  power  than  that  reser\^ed  to  them  in  the  Union 
by  the  Constitution,  no  one  of  them  ever  ha\dng  been  a  State  out  of  the 
Union,  The  original  ones  passed  into  the  ITiuon  even  be/ore  they  cast 
off  their  British  colonial  dependence,  and  the  new  ones  each  came  into 
the  Union  directly  from  a  condition  of  dependence,  excepting  Texas; 
and  even  Texas,  in  its  temporary  independence,  was  never  designated  a 
State.  The  new  ones  only  took  the  designation  of  States  on  coming  into 
the  Union,  while  that  name  w^as  first  adopted  for  the  old  ones  in  and  by 
the  Declaration  oi  IndeiJendence.  Therein  the  *'  United  Colonies"  were 
declared  to  be  **free  and  independent  States  ;'*  but  even  then  the  object 
plainly  was  not  to  declare  their  independence  of  one  another  or  of  the 
Union,  but  directly  the  contrary,  as  their  mutual  pledge  aiid  their  mutual 
action  before,  at  the  time,  and  afterw^ards  abundantly  show\  The  express 
plighting  of  faith  by  eacli  and  all  of  the  original  thirteen  in  tht;  Articles 
of  Confederation,  tw^o  years  later,  that  the  Union  sliall  be  perpetual  is 
most  conclusive.  Having  never  been  States,  either  in  substance  or  in 
name,  outside  of  the  Union,  w^hence  this  magical  onuiipotence  of  ** State 
rights,"  asserting  a  claim  of  power  to  lawfully  destroy  the  Union  itself? 
Much  is  said  about  the  '  *  sovereignty  ' '  of  the  States,  but  the  word  even 
is  not  in  the  National  Constitution,  nor,  as  is  lielieved,  in  any  of  the 
State  constitutions.  What  is  a  '  *  sovereignty  "  in  the  pcjlitical  sense  of  the 
term  ?  Would  it  be  far  WTong  to  define  it  * '  a  political  community  with- 
out a  political  superior'?  Tested  by  this,  no  one  of  our  States,  except 
Texas,  ever  was  a  sovereignty:  and  even  Texas  gave  up  the  character  on 
coming  into  the  Union,  by  which  act  she  acknowledged  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  to  be  for  her  the  supreme  law^  of  the 
land.  The  States  have  their  status  in  the  Union,  and  they  have  no  other 
legal  status.  If  they  break  from  this,  they  can  only  do  so  against  law 
and  by  revolution.  The  Union,  and  not  themselves  separately,  procured 
their  independence  and  their  liberty.  By  conquest  or  purchase  the  Union 
gave  each  of  them  w^hatever  of  independence  and  liberty  it  has.  The 
Union  is  older  than  any  of  the  States,  and,  in  fact,  it  created  them  as 
States.     Originally  some  dependent  colonies  made  the  Union,  and  in 
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turn  the  Union  threw  off  their  old  dependence  for  them  and  made  them 
States,  such  as  they  are.  Not  one  of  them  ever  had  a  State  constitution 
independent  of  the  Union.  Of  course  it  is  not  forgotten  that  all  the  new 
States  framed  their  constitutions  before  they  entered  the  Union,  never- 
theless dependent  upon  and  preparatory  to  coming  into  the  Union. 

Unquestionably  the  States  have  the  powers  and  rights  reserved  to 
them  in  and  by  the  National  Constitution;  but  among  these  surely  are 
not  included  all  conceivable  powers,  however  mischievous  or  destructive, 
but  at  most  such  only  as  were  known  in  the  world  at  the  time  as  govern- 
mental powers;  and  certainly  a  power  to  destroy  the  Government  itself 
had  never  been  known  as  a  governmental — as  a  merely  administrative 
power.  This  relative  matter  of  national  power  and  State  rights,  as  a 
principle,  is  no  other  than  the  principle  oigenerality  and  locality.  What- 
ever concerns  the  whole  should  be  confided  to  the  whole — to  the  General 
Government — ^while  whatever  concerns  only  the  State  should  be  left 
exclusively  to  the  State.  This  is  all  there  is  of  original  principle  about 
it.  Whether  the  National  Constitution  in  defining  boundaries  between 
the  two  has  applied  the  principle  with  exact  accuracy  is  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned.    We  are  all  bound  by  that  defining  without  question. 

What  is  now  combated  is  the  position  that  secession  is  consistent  with 
the  Constitution — is  lawful  and  peaceful.  It  is  not  contended  that  there 
is  any  express  law  for  it,  and  nothing  should  ever  be  implied  as  law 
which  leads  to  unjust  or  absurd  consequences.  The  nation  purchased 
with  money  the  countries  out  of  which  several  of  these  States  were 
formed.  Is  it  just  that  they  shall  go  off  without  leave  and  without 
refunding?  The  nation  paid  very  large  sums  (in  the  aggregate,  I  believe, 
nearly  a  hundred  millions)  to  relieve  Florida  of  the  aboriginal  tribes. 
Is  it  just  that  she  shall  now  be  off  without  consent  or  without  making 
any  return  ?  The  nation  is  now  in  debt  for  money  applied  to  the  benefit 
of  these  so-called  seceding  States  in  common  with  the  rest.  Is  it  just 
either  that  creditors  shall  go  unpaid  or  the  remaining  States  pay  the 
whole?  A  part  of  the  present  national  debt  was  contracted  to  pay  the 
old  debts  of  Texas.  Is  it  just  that  she  shall  leave  and  pay  no  part  of 
this  herself? 

Again:  If  one  State  may  secede,  so  may  another;  and  when  all  shall 
have  seceded  none  is  left  to  pay  the  debts.  Is  this  quite  just  to  cred- 
itors? Did  we  notify  them  of  this  sage  view  of  ours  when  we  borrowed 
their  money  ?  If  we  now  recognize  this  doctrine  by  allowing  the  seceders 
to  go  in  peace,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  we  can  do  if  others  choose  to  go 
or  to  extort  terms  upon  which  they  will  promise  to  remain. 

The  seceders  insist  that  our  Constitution  admits  of  secession.  They 
have  assumed  to  make  a  national  constitution  of  their  own,  in  which  of 
necessity  they  have  either  discarded  or  retained  the  right  of  secession,  as 
they  insist  it  exists  in  ours.  If  they  have  discarded  it,  they  thereby 
admit  that  on  principle  it  ought  not  to  be  in  ours.     If  they  have  retained 
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it,  by  their  own  constniction  of  ours  tliey  show  that  to  te  consistent  they 
must  secede  from  one  another  whenever  they  shall  find  it  the  easiest  way 
of  settUng  their  debts  or  efifecting  any  other  selfish  or  unjust  object. 
The  principle  itself  is  one  of  disintegration,  and  upon  which  no  govern- 
ment can  possibly  endure. 

If  all  the  States  sa\^  one  should  assert  the  power  to  drive  tliat  one  out 
of  the  Union,  it  is  presumed  the  whole  cIeiss  of  seceder  pjHticians  would 
at  once  deny  the  power  and  denounce  the  act  as  the  greatest  outrage 
upon  State  rights.  But  suppose  that  precisely  the  same  act,  instead  of 
being  called  "driving  the  one  out,"  should  be  called  **the  seceding  of 
the  others  from  that  one,  * '  it  would  be  exactly  what  the  seceders  claim 
to  do,  unlesSi  indeed,  they  make  the  point  that  the  one,  because  it  is  a 
minority,  may  rightfully  do  what  the  others,  because  they  are  a  majority, 
may  not  rightfully  do.  These  politicians  are  subtle  and  profound  on  the 
rights  of  minorities.  They  are  not  partial  to  that  power  which  made 
the  Constitution  and  speaks  from  the  preamble,  calling  itself  **we,  the 
people. ' ' 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  there  is  to*day  a  majority  of  the 
legally  qualified  voters  of  any  State,  except,  perhaps,  South  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  disunion.  There  is  much  reason  to  beheve  that  the  Union  men 
are  the  majority  in  many,  if  not  in  every  other  one,  of  the  so-called 
seceded  States.  The  contrar>'  has  not  been  demonstrated  in  any  one  of 
them.  It  is  ventured  to  affirm  tliis  even  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee;  for 
the  result  of  an  election  held  in  mihtary  camps,  where  the  bayonets  are 
all  on  one  side  of  the  question  voted  upon»  can  scarcely  be  considered  as 
demonstrating  popular  sentiment.  At  such  an  election  all  that  large 
class  who  are  at  oncc/^r  the  Union  and  against  coercion  would  be  coerced 
to  vote  against  the  Union. 

It  may  be  affirmed  without  extravagance  that  the  free  institutions  we 
enjoy  have  developed  the  powers  and  iniprov^ed  the  condition  of  our  whole 
people  beyond  any  example  in  the  world.  Of  this  we  now  hav^e  a  striking 
and  an  impressive  illustration.  So  large  an  army  as  the  Government  has 
now  on  foot  was  never  before  known  without  a  soldier  in  it  but  who  had 
taken  his  place  there  of  his  own  free  choice.  But  more  than  this,  there 
are  many  single  regiments  whose  members,  one  and  another,  possess  full 
practical  knowledge  of  all  the  arts,  sciences,  professions,  and  whatever 
else,  whether  useful  or  elegant,  is  known  in  the  world;  and  there  is 
scarcely  one  from  which  there  could  not  be  selected  a  President,  a  Cabi- 
net, a  Congress,  and  perhaps  a  court,  abundantly  competent  to  administer 
the  Government  itself.  Nor  do  I  say  this  is  not  true  also  in  the  army  of 
our  late  friends,  now  adversaries  in  this  contest;  but  if  it  is,  so  much  better 
the  reason  why  the  Government  which  has  conferred  such  benefits  on  both 
them  and  us  should  not  be  broken  up.  WHioever  in  any  section  proposes 
to  abandon  such  a  government  would  do  well  to  consider  in  deference  to 
what  principle  it  is  that  he  does  it;  what  better  he  is  likely  to  get ' 
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stead;  whether  the  substitute  will  give,  or  he  intended  to  give,  so  much 
of  good  to  the  people.  There  are  some  foreshadow  in  gs  ou  this  subject. 
Our  adversaries  have  adopted  some  declaratious  of  independence  in  which, 
unlike  the  good  old  one  penned  by  Jefferson,  they  omit  the  words  '*all  men 
are  created  equal.-'  Why?  They  have  adopted  a  temporary  national 
constitution,  in  the  preamble  of  which,  unlike  our  good  old  one  signed 
by  Washington ,  they  omit  **We»  the  people/*  and  substitute  "We,  the 
deputies  of  the  sovereign  and  independent  States/'  Why?  Why  this 
deliberate  pressing  out  of  view  the  rights  of  men  and  the  authority  of  the 
people? 
\  This  is  essentially  a  people's  contest.  On  the  side  of  the  Union  it  is  a 
struggle  for  maintaining  in  the  world  that  form  and  substance  of  goveni- 
ment  whose  leading  object  is  to  elevate  the  condition  of  men;  to  lift  arti- 
ficial weights  from  all  shoulders;  to  clear  the  paths  of  laudable  pursuit 
for  all;  to  aiford  all  an  unfettered  start  and  a  fair  chance  in  the  race  of 
life.  Yielding  to  partial  and  temporar>^  departures,  from  necessity,  this 
is  the  leading  olijcct  of  the  Government  for  whose  existence  wx*  contend. 

I  am  most  happy  to  believe  that  the  plain  people  understand  and  appre- 
ciate this.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  while  in  this  the  Government's 
hour  of  trial  large  numbers  of  those  in  the  Army  and  Navy^  who  have 
been  favored  with  the  offices  have  resigned  and  proved  false  to  the  hand 
which  had  pampered  them,  not  one  common  soldier  or  common  sailor  is 
known  to  have  deserted  his  flag. 

Great  honor  is  due  to  those  officers  who  remained  true  despite  the 
example  of  their  treacherous  associates;  but  the  greatest  honor  and  most 
important  fact  of  all  is  the  unanimous  firnniess  of  the  common  soldiers 
and  common  sailors.  To  the  last  man,  so  far  as  known,  they  have  suc- 
cessfully resisted  the  traitorous  efforts  of  those  whose  commands  but  an 
hour  before  they  obeyed  as  absolute  law.  This  is  the  patriotic  instinct 
of  plain  people.  They  understand  without  an  argimient  that  the  destroy- 
ing the  Government  which  was  made  by  Washington  means  no  good  to 
them . 

Our  popular  Government  has  often  been  called  an  experiment.  Two 
points  in  it  our  people  have  already  settled — the  successful  rsfaS/iskm^ 
and  the  successful  administering  of  it.  One  still  remains— its  successful 
maintenance  against  a  formidable  internal  atteinpt  to  overthrow  it.  It  is 
now  for  them  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  that  those  who  can  fairly  carry 
an  election  can  also  suppress  a  rebellion;  that  ballots  are  the  rightful  and 
peaceful  successors  of  bullets,  and  that  when  ballots  have  fairly  and  con- 
stitutionally decided  there  can  1>e  no  successful  appeal  back  to  bullets; 
that  there  can  be  no  successful  appeal  except  to  ballots  themselves  at 
succeeding  elections.  Such  t;\i11  be  a  great  lesson  of  peace,  teaching  men 
that  what  they  can  not  take  by  an  election  neither  can  they  take  it  by  a 
war;  teaching  all  the  folly  of  being  the  begiiniers  of  a  war. 

Lest  there  be  some  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  candid  men  as  to  what 
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is  to  be  tlie  course  of  the  Government  toward  the  Southern  States  after 
the  rebelhon  shall  have  been  suppressed,  the  Executive  deems  it  proper 
to  say  it  will  be  his  purpose  then,  as  ever,  to  be  guided  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws,  and  that  he  probably  will  have  no  different  under- 
standing of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Federal  Government  relatively 
to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  people  under  the  Constitution  than 
that  expressed  in  the  inaugural  address. 

He  desires  to  preserve  the  Government,  that  it  may  be  administered 
for  all  as  it  was  administered  by  the  men  who  made  it.  Loyal  citizens 
ever>'where  have  the  right  to  claim  this  of  their  government,  and  the 
government  has  no  right  to  withhold  or  neglect  it.  It  is  not  perceived 
that  in  giving  it  there  is  any  coercion,  any  conquest,  or  any  subjugation 
in  any  just  seUvSe  of  those  terms. 

The  Constitution  provides,  and  all  the  States  have  accepted  the  pro- 
vision, that  "the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government. ' '  But  if  a  State  may  lawfully 
go  out  of  the  Union »  ha\ing  done  so  it  may  also  discard  the  republican 
form  of  government;  so  that  to  prevent  its  going  out  is  an  indispensable 
means  to  the  end  of  maintaining  the  guaranty  mentioned;  and  when  an 
end  is  lawful  and  obligatory  the  indispeosabie  means  to  it  are  also  lawful 
and  obligatory. 

It  was  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  Executive  found  the  duty  of 
employing  the  war  power  in  defense  of  the  Government  forced  upon  him. 
He  could  but  perform  this  duty  or  surrender  the  existence  of  the  Govern- 
ment. No  compromise  by  public  servants  could  in  this  case  be  a  curej 
not  that  compromises  are  not  often  proper,  but  that  no  popular  govern- 
ment can  long  sur^'ive  a  marked  precedent  that  those  who  carr>^  an  elec- 
tion can  only  save  the  government  from  immediate  destruction  by  giving 
up  the  main  fxjint  upon  which  the  people  gave  the  election.  The  people 
themselves,  and  not  their  servants,  can  safely  reverse  their  own  deliberate 
decisions. 

As  a  private  citizen  the  Executive  could  not  have  consented  that  these 
institutions  shall  perish;  much  less  could  he  in  betrayal  of  so  vast  and 
so  sacred  a  trust  as  these  free  petiple  had  confided  to  him.  He  felt  that 
he  had  no  moral  right  to  shrink,  nor  even  to  count  the  chances  of  his  own 
life,  in  what  might  follow.  In  full  view  of  his  great  responsibility  he 
has  so  far  done  what  he  has  deemed  his  duty.  You  will  now,  according 
to  your  own  judgment,  perform  yours.  He  sincerely  hopes  that  your 
views  and  your  action  may  so  accord  with  his  as  to  assure  all  faithful 
citizens  who  have  l^een  disturljed  in  their  rights  of  a  certain  and  speedy 
restoration  to  them  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

And  having  thus  chosen  our  course,  without  guile  and  with  pure  pur- 
p>se,  let  us  renew  our  trust  in  God  and  go  fon^-ard  wthout  fear  and  with 
manly  hearts. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington,  July  ir,  i86r. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th 
instant,  requesting  a  copy  of  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  Dominican  Republic  with  the  Spanish  Monarchy,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution 
was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  July,  1861. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  accredited  to  this  Government,  relative  to  an  exhibition 
of  the  products  of  industry  of  all  nations  which  is  to  take  place  at  Lon- 
don in  the  course  of  next  year.  As  citizens  of  the  United  States  may 
justly  pride  themselves  upon  their  proficiency  in  industrial  arts,  it  is 
desirable  that  they  should  have  proper  facilities  toward  taking  part  in 
the  exhibition.  With  this  view  I  recommend  such  legislation  by  Con- 
gress at  this  session  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /«/y  ig,  1861, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  tran.smit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  advice  with  a  view  to  a  formal  exe- 
cution of  the  instrument,  the  draft  of  a  treaty  informally  agreed  upon 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians,  relative 
to  certain  lands  of  that  tribe.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /w/j/  ip,  1861, 
To  the  Seiiate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

As  the  United  States  have,  in  common  with  Great  Britain  and  France, 
a  deep  interest  in  the  preservation  and  development  of  the  fisheries  adjacent 
to  the  northeastern  coast  and  islands  of  this  continent,  it  seems  proper  that 
we  should  concert  w4th  the  Governments  of  those  countries  such  measures 
as  may  Ixi  conducive  to  those  important  objects.  With  this  view  I  trans- 
mit to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  British  minister  here,  in  which  the  latter  proposes  on  behalf  of  his 
Government  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commission  to  inquire  into  the 
matter,  in  order  that  such  ulterior  measures  may  be  adopted  as  may  be 
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advisable  for  the  objects  proi>osed*  Such  legislation  is  recoaimended  as 
way  Ik!  iiecessan*  to  enable  the  Executive  to  provide  for  a  commiivsioner 
on  Whalf  of  ih.  Uiutecl  States.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


*p-  al    If         i- JD  A         M  A^  Washington,  fulv  -?5,  iSf^- 

To  the  If  mm*  of  RrprrsrntaitvfS:  ^  J    ^'     J* 

h\  answer  to  the  rest»lulion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  22i[ 
instant,  requesting  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  foreign  powers  with  reference  to  maritime  rights,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

'7-.>lhrfIo»sr.,/hVprcsn,fativ.s:  ^^smHC.TU^,  July  23,  iS6f. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
f^th  instant,  requesting  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  foreign  powers  on  the  subject  of  the  existing  insurrection 
in  the  Tnited  States,  I  transmit  a  repcjrt  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

7o  the  Smai.:  Was^hikgton.  July  ^7,  fS6i. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  25th  instant,  relative 
the  instructions  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  abroad  in  refer- 
Cice  to  the  relx^llion  now  existing  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Union, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

PTl      ii  ,   n  J.  /    /  WAHHINGTON,  Jiilv  27,   iS6f. 

fWfhe  iiousr  aj  Repnsetiiatives:  ^  j    -       / » 

In  answer  to  the  resoluiioti  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  24t]i 
instant,  asking  the  grounds,  reas*3ns,  and  evidence  upon  which  the  p<3lice 
conimissiotiers  of  Baltimore  were  arrested  and  are  now  detained  as  pris- 
oners at  Fort  McHenry.  I  hav^e  to  state  that  it  is  judged  to  be  incom- 
luUible  with  the  public  interest  at  this  time  to  furnish  the  infonnation 
called  for  by  the  resolution.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Hon.  H.  HAMtiN.  ExKCimvK  Ofpick,  Jufy  29,  i86i. 

Prtudcnt  of  tlu  Senate, 
Sir:  1  transmit  herewith^  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  its  constitu- 
ticmal  action  thereon » articles  of  agreement  and  convention,*  with  accom- 
pamHng  papers.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  WiUt  votir^tUmtetl  trtlws  of  Amtmltoe  and  Cheyeuii^  loiliaiiM  of  itie  l*ppcr  ArknniMii  Rtver^ 
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To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^^'• 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  request- 
ing information  concerning  the  quasi  armistice  alluded  to  in  my  message 
of  the  4th  instant,*  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^^^  ^^'  ^^^^• 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  requesting 
information  concerning  the  imprisonment  of  Weutenant  John  J.  Worden 
[John  L.  Worden] ,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  August  /,  186 1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  herewith,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification,  a  postal 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Mexican 
States,  concluded  by  their  respective  plenipotentiaries  on  the  31st  ultimo. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  August  2,  iS6r. 
7o  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yester- 
day, requesting  information  regarding  the  imprisonment  of  loyal  citizens 
of  the  United  States  by  the  forces  now  in  rebellion  against  this  Goveni- 
nient,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State  and  the  copy  of  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

7o  the  Srnafc  of  the  United  States:  August  2,  1861. 

The  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  which  is  herewith  returned  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Secretar\^  of  the  Navy,  who  has  made  the  reix)rt 
upon  it  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  add  that  the  same  rule  stated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  is  found  in  section  5  of  the  Army  Regulations  published  in 
1 86 1.  It  certainly  is  competent  for  Congress  to  change  this  rule  by  law, 
but  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  rule  of  so  long  standing  and  of  so 
extensive  application  should  not  be  hastily  changed,  nor  by  any  authority 
less  than  the  full  lawmaking  power. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  See  p.  22. 
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N  V\  V     TJ]   !■  ART^n   N T,    Ah" 


rSfu 


Thf  Phesii>e?(T  ok  Tim  UNrxKo  States, 

Sm:   I  bavc  the  honor  to  acknowlefl^c  Uit  rcct:ii>t  ot  Ihc  reMjiutiMii  ^1  the  i>Lttatc 

of  Uie  31SI  iillimo,  in  rclalion  to  tlic  ix-cenl  noniitiatinns  of  lieulciiaiils  of  marines, 

I  nominutio«s  wt're  directed  to  '*  he  returned  to  the  l*rcsidciit  iirid  he  Ije  iiifoniied 

at  ihe  Senate  adhere  luthe  npiniori  expressed  in  tlie  resohilion  passed  by  t)icm 
Mil  ihr  tgth  of  July  instant,  and  that  tlie  Senate  are  of  opinion  tliat  nink  and  j*osition 
tn  the  Army.  Nhv3%  or  Marine  Corps  should  not  Ijt;  decided  by  lot»  but  that,  all  other 
tilings  lieing  equul,  preference  shcmld  be  given  to  age/' 

If  I  miderstund  correctly  the  resolution  nf  the  Senate,  it  isnn  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  thiit  br^dy  against  the  Antjy  kugidations,  which  are  nmde  applicable 
to  the  Maritjc  Corf>s» — regulations  that  huve  t>een  in  existence  ahnost  from  the  coni- 
mcncetncnt  of  the  Cn^vennnent. 

In  the  puVjlished  edition  of  Anny  Regulations  when  Mr.  Calhoun  was  Secretary 
of  War,  ^section  1 ,  article  3,  it  is  expressly  statefl  that  tlic  questions  resj»ecting  the 
rank  of  officers  arising  from  the  sameness  of  dates  in  conunissioufi  of  ttic  S£ime  gn^de 
shall  tie  dccidi'd,  firstj  by  a  reference  to  the  relative  rank  of  the  parties  in  the  regular 
forces  Unchiding  the  t-nitetl  States^  Marine  Corps)  at  the  time  the  present  appoint* 
tnentn  or  promotions  were  made;  second,  by  reference  to  former  rank  tlierein  taken 
Av^ay  by  ♦lerangement  or  dishamlment;  third,  by  reference  to  former  rank  therein 
given  up  by  resignation;  fourth,  by  lottery. 

And  iff  lite  last  edition  <if  Anny  Regidations,  lx?fore  me,  published  in  1H57.  it  is 
-  -  I  article  2.  section  5,  that  **  when  commissions  arc  of  the  .same  dale  the  rank 

I  I  hied  l>etween  oflicers  of  the  same  regiment  or  corps  by  the  order  of  appoint- 

tuciU;  f)elwet?n  officers  of  different  regiments  or  corjjs,  first,  by  rank  in  actual  service 
wlirn  appointed;  .♦second,  by  former  rank  and  .service  in  the  Army  or  Marine  Corps; 
tliifit,  by  lottery*  among  such  as*  have  not  f>een  in  tlie  military  aer\4ce  of  the  Uitite<l 
Stiitcji/* 

The  pidf  here  laid  downgo\*emed  in  the  appointment  of  tJie  lieutenants  of  marines 
'  H'tfu  tiominateil  the  presetit  sessiou  to  the  Senate.     Their  ooler  of  rank  was 
1  by  lottery,  »grce*nbly  to  the  published  Anny  Regulation.s,  and  applied  by 
|f\'gulali<»nH  spccificiilly  to  the  Marine  Corps, 

s  gcullcmcu  tliu>  ap|xjinte<l  in  ronfonuity  to  regulations  have  been  mustered  into 
«T\icv  *iiiil  ilone  duly  mi'ler  fire-  One  of  tlic  number  ha.s  fallen  in  the  rank  and  place 
iMUkignetl  htm  according  to  those  regulations,  and  to  set  tliern  aside  and  umke  a  new 
or*ler  in  ix)tif! id  with  the  regulations  will ,  1  apprehemi ,  l>e  deemed ,  if  not  tx  pasl/acln, 
almo!^  inWdious. 

In  this  matter  the  Department  has  no  feeling,  but  it  i«  driurable  that  it  should  be 
distinctly  sett  Je< I  whcUirr  hereafter  the  Army  Rcgtdations  arc  I o  govern  in  the  ques- 
tion of  rank  in  the  Marine  Corps  or  whether  they  are  to  l>e  set  aside  by  resolution  of 
the  Sriulc 

I  hnvi'  the  honor  lt>  rcluni  the  paijersand  subscribe  tnyMjlf,  very  respectfully,  your 
ol^limt  scrvmu  GIDEON  WKI.1.KS. 


liXKCt'TlVU    MANMON.  »4t4frUSi  5,  iS6f. 

T0  ike  SmaU  0/  (hr  f  'niUd  States: 

In  answer  to  ilie  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  of  date  July  31, 
1861,  rc<juc^tiiig  llic  President  to  infortn  the  Senate  whether  the  Hon. 
"  Lane,  a  tnemlHrr  of  that  Ixxly  from  Kansas,  has  been  ap|>ointed  a 
general  in  the  Anny  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  so,  whetlier  he 
has  accepted  such  appointmcut,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
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certain  papers,  numbered  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  which  taken  together 
explain  themselves,  and  which  contain  all  the  information  I  possess  upon 
the  questions  propounded. 

It  was  my  intention,  as  shown  by  my  letter  of  June  20, 1 861,  to  appoint 
Hon.  James  H.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  a  brigadier-general  of  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, in  anticipation  of  the  act  of  Congress  since  passed  for  raising  such 
volunteers;  and  I  have  no  further  knowledge  upon  the  subject  except  as 
derived  from  the  papers  herewith  inclosed. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  thk  President  of  the  United  States  ok  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  has  waited  on 
the  President  of  the  United. States  and  requested  him  to  ** recommend 
a  day  of  public  humiliation,  prayer,  and  fasting  to  be  obser\'ed  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States  wth  religious  solemnities  and  the  offer- 
ing of  fer\-ent  supplications  to  Almighty  God  for  the  safety  and  welfare 
of  these  States,  His  blessings  on  their  arms,  and  a  speedy  restoration  of 
f)eace;"  and 

Whereas  it  is  fit  and  becoming  in  all  people  at  all  times  to  acknowl- 
edge and  revere  the  supreme  govenmient  of  God,  to  bow  in  humble 
submission  to  His  chastisements,  to  confess  and  deplore  their  sins  and 
transgressions  in  the  full  con\action  that  the  fear  of  th^  Lord  is  the 
Ixfginning  of  wisdom,  and  to  pray  with  all  fer\'ency  and  contrition  for 
the  pardon  of  their  past  offenses  and  for  a  blessing  ujwn  their  present 
and  prospective  action;  and 

Whereas  when  our  own  beloved  countrs,  once,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
united,  prosperous,  and  happy,  is  now  afflicted  with  faction  and  civil  war, 
it  is  |>eculiarly  fit  for  us  to  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  this  terrible 
visitation ,  and  in  sorrowful  remembrance  of  our  own  faults  and  crimes  as 
a  nation  and  as  individuals  to  humble  ourselves  before  Him  and  to  pray 
for  His  mercy — to  pray  that  we  may  l)e  spared  further  punishment, 
though  most  justly  desen'ed;  that  our  anus  may  be  blessed  and  made 
effectual  f(^r  the  reestablishnient  of  law,  order,  and  peace  throughout 
the  wide  extent  of  our  country;  and  that  the  inestimable  boon  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  earned  under  His  guidance  and  blessing  by  the 
lalK)rs  and  sufferings  of  our  fathers,  may  be  restored  in  all  its  original 
excellence: 

Therefore  I,  Abraham   Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
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appdnt  the  last  Thursday  in  Septentl)er  next  as  a  day  of  humiliation, 
prayer,  and  fasting  for  all  the  people  of  the  nation.  And  I  do  earnestly 
recommend  to  all  the  people,  and  especially  to  all  ministers  and  teachers 
of  relig^ion  of  all  denominations  and  to  all  heads  of  families,  to  obsen^e 
and  keep  that  day  according  to  their  several  creeds  and  modes  of  wor- 
ship in  all  humility  and  v^nth  all  religions  solenniity,  to  the  end  that 
the  united  prayer  of  the  nation  may  ascend  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  and 
bring  down  plentiful  blessings  upon  our  coimtry. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed,  this  12th  day  of  August, 
[seal.]     a,  D*  1 86 1,  and  of  the  Independetice  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-sixth. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN, 
By  the  President. 

William  H*  Skward,  Secretary*  0/  State. 


BV   THK    pKKSmKNT   OV   THK    UnITKD   StATES  OV   AMERICA. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Wliereas  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1861,  the  President  of  the  United 
St^iteji,  in  view  of  an  insurrection  against  the  laws,  Constitution,  and 
Go\-emnient  of  the  United  States  whicli  had  broken  out  within  the 
States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia.  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Loui- 
siana»  ami  Texas,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled 
•An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  tlie  laws  of 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inv-asions,  and  to  repeal  the 

:  now  in  force  for  that  purpose,*'  approved  Februar\^  28,  1795,  did  call 
forth  the  militia  to  suppress  said  insurrection  and  to  cause  the  laws  of 
the  Union  to  l)e  duly  executed,  and  the  insurgents  have  failed  to  disperse 
by  the  time  directed  by  the  President;  and 

VVTiereas  such  insurrection  has  since  broken  out,  and  3'et  exists,  within 
the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas;  and 

Whereas  the  insurgents  in  all  the  said  States  claim  to  act  under  the 
authority  thereof,  and  such  claim  is  not  disclaimed  or  repudiated  by 
the  persons  exercising  the  functions  of  government  in  such  State  or 
States  or  in  the  part  or  parts  thereof  in  which  such  combinations  exist » 
nor  hus  such  insurrection  been  suppressed  by  said  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  AViraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
ill  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  July  13,  i86i»  do  hereby 
declare  that  the  inhabitaTits  of  the  said  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Teiuiessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Ar- 
kan^s.  Mississippi,  and  Florida  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part 
of  the  Stale  of  Virginia  hing  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  of 

ch  other  parts  of  that  State  and  the  other  States  herein  lief  ore  named 
may  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  tlie  Constitution 
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f)r  may  Vk;  from  time  to  time  occii])ie(l  and  controlled  by  forces  of  the 
Knitcrl  States  en j^aged  in  the  dispersion  of  said  insurjj^ents )  are  in  a  state 
of  insurrection  a>jainst  the  United  States,  and  that  all  commercial  inter- 
course Ixrtween  the  same  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  with  the  excep- 
tions aforesaid,  and  the  citizens  of  other  States  and  other  parts  of  the 
Knited  States  is  unlawful,  and  will  remain  unlawful  until  such  insurrec- 
tion shall  cease  or  has  l)een  suppressed;  that  all  g(xxls  and  chattels, 
wares  and  merchandise,  cominjf  from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  excep- 
tions aforesaid,  into  other  parts  of  the  United  States  without  the  special 
license  and  ])ermission  of  the  President,  throuj^h  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treiisury,  or  ])r(KX*eding  to  any  of  stiid  States,  with  the  exceptions  afore- 
s;iid,  by  land  or  water,  together  with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the 
s;ime  or  conveying  jK*rsons  to  or  from  said  States,  with  said  exceptions, 
will  1k!  forfeited  to  the  United  vStates;  and  that  from  and  after  fifteen 
days  from  the  issuing  of  this  ])roclamation  all  ships  and  vessels  1x?louging 
in  whole  or  in  jiart  to  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  any  of  said  States,  with 
.s.'ii<l  cxce]>tions,  found  at  sea  or  in  any  |>ort  of  the  United  States  will 
1h'  forfeited  to  the  United  vStates:  and  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  all  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  and  officers  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  military  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  vStates  to  be  vigilant  in  the  execution  of  said 
act  and  in  the  enforcement  of  the  ]K-nalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  or 
declared  by  it,  leaving  any  ]xirty  who  may  think  himself  aggrieved 
thereby  to  his  ai)]>lication  to  the  vSecretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  remis- 
sion of  any  ])enalty  or  forfeiture,  which  the  srdd  vSecretary  is  authorized 
by  law  to  grant  if  in  his  judgment  the  sjK^cial  circumstances  of  any  case 
shall  reciuire  such  remission. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  l)e  aflixed. 
...        I  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  i6th  day  of  August, 

A.  I).  iSM,  and  of  the  Indei)endence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-sixth.  AHRAHAM    LINCOLN. 

Hy  the  President: 

WllJ.lAM    II.  vSlCWAKT), 

Setretary  of'  State. 


IvXlvCUTIVK  ORDERS. 

July  31,  1861. 
The  marshal  of  the  United  vStates  in  the  vicinity  of  forts  where  political 
piisoneis  aie  held  will  su]>ply  davnt  Itnlging  and  .sul>sistence  for  such 
)>iisoiieis.  unless  ihey  shall  ]Hefer  to  ])rovide  in  tluw  res]">ects  for  tliem- 
M'Kt's.  in  which  casi-s  iliey  will  l)e  alloweil  to  do  so  by  the  commanding 
oIVk  ers  in  charge. 
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Approved,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  will  transmit  the  order  to  mar- 
shals, the  Lieutenant- General,  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


August  7,  1861. 

By  the  fifty-seventh  article  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  **An  act  for 
establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,'*  approved  April  10,  1806,  holding  correspondence  with 
or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  made 
punishable  by  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by 
the  sentence  of  a  court-martial.  Public  safety  requires  strict  enforce- 
ment of  this  article. 

//  is  therefore  ordered.  That  all  correspondence  and  communication, 
verbally  or  by  writing,  printing,  or  telegraphing,  respecting  operations 
of  the  Army  or  military  movements  on  land  or  water,  or  respecting 
the  troops,  camps,  arsenals,  intrenchments,  or  military  affairs  within  the 
several  military  districts,  by  which  intelligence  shall  be,  directly  or  in- 
directly, given  to  the  enemy,  without  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the 
major-general  in  command,  be,  and  the  same  are,  absolutely  prohibited, 
and  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  order  persons  violating  the  same  will 
be  proceeded  against  under  the  fifty-seventh  article  of  war. 

SIMON  CAMERON. 

Approved: 

A.  LINCOLN. 

General  Order. 

Executive  of  the  United  States,  October  4,  1861, 
Flag-officers  of  the  United  States  Navy  authorized  to  wear  a  square  flag 
at  the  mizzenmast  head  will  take  rank  with  major-generals  of  the  United 
States  Army.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  October  //,  1861. 
Lieutenant-General  Winfield  Scott  : 

The  military  line  of  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  insur- 
rection may  be  extended  so  far  as  Bangor,  in  Maine.  You  and  any  officer 
acting  under  your  authority  are  hereby  authorized  to  suspend  the  w^rit  of 
habeas  corpus  in  any  place  between  that  place  and  the  city  of  Washington. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

WiixiAM  H.Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Genkkal  Ordkks.  No.  94. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  i^  186 r. 

The  following  order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  announ- 
cin;(  the  retirement  from  active  conmiand  of  the  honored  veteran  Lieu- 
tenant-Cieneral  Winfield  Scott,  will  l^e  read  by  the  Anuy  with  profound 
rej^ret: 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  November  /,  r86i, 

(n\  the  1st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1 861,  upon  his  own  application  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  Brevet  Lieutenant-General  Winfield 
Sf-ott  is  ordered  to  l)e  placed,  and  hereby  is  placed,  upon  the  list  of  retired 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  without  reduction  in  his  current 
fifty,  sulisistence,  or  allowances. 

The  American  people  will  hear  with  sadness  and  deep  emotion  that 
General  Scr)tt  has  withdrawn  from  the  active  control  of  the  Army,  while 
the  President  and  a  unanimous  Cabinet  express  their  own  and  the  nation's 
sym]>athyin  his  jK^rsonal  affliction  and  their  profound  sense  of  the  impor- 
tant ])ublic  services  rendered  by  him  to  his  country  during  his  long  and 
brilliant  career,  among  which  will  ever  l)e  gratefully  distinguished  his 
faithful  devotion  to  the  Constitution,  the  Union,  and  the  flag  when 
assiiilwl  by  parricidal  rebellion.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

The  President  is  pleased  to  direct  that  Major-General  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan  assume  the  connnand  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  The 
headtiuarters  of  the  Army  will  be  established  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
All  comnuuiications  intended  for  the  Commanding  General  will  hereafter 
be  addressed  direct  to  the  Adjutant-General.  The  duplicate  returns, 
orders,  and  other  ixi|)ers  heretofore  sent  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Headquarters  of  the  Army,  will  be  discontinued. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  j     TIK^MAS 

Adjutant'  Gtnerat, 


KxECUTivE  Mansion, 
Washington,  A^ovember  ^,  1861, 

The  governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  acting  under  the  direction  of 
the  convention  of  that  State,  proposes  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  that  he  will  raise  a  military  force,  to  .ser\'e  within  the  State  as 
State  militia  during  the  war  there,  to  cooperate  with  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  repelling  the  invasion  of  the  State  and 


I 


I 
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suppressing  rebellion  tliereiii;  the  said  State  militia  to  l>e  embodied  and 
to  l>e  held  in  the  camp  and  in  the  field,  drilled,  disciplined,  and  gov- 
erned accordinje:  to  the  Army  Regtdations  and  subject  to  the  Articles  of 
War;  the  said  State  militia  not  to  be  ordered  out  of  the  State  except  for 
the  immediate  defense  of  the  State  of  Misstmri,  but  to  cooperate  with  the 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  mihtary  operations  within 
the  State  or  necessary  to  its  defense,  and  when  officers  of  the  State  mili- 
tia act  with  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  the  same  grade 
the  officers  of  the  United  vStates  serv^ice  shall  command  the  amdiined 
force;  the  State  militia  to  be  armed,  equipped,  clothed,  subsisted,  trans- 
ported»  and  j>aid  by  the  United  States  during  such  time  as  they  shall  be 
actually  engaged  as  an  embodied  military  force  in  service  in  accordance 
with  Regulations  of  tlie  United  States  Army  or  general  orders  as  issued 
from  time  to  time. 

In  order  that  the  Treasury  of  the  ITnited  States  may  not  be  burdened 
with  the  pay  of  unnecessary  officers,  the  governor  proposes  that,  although 
the  State  law  requires  him  to  appoint  upon  the  general  staff  an  adjutant- 
general,  a  connnissary-general,  an  inspector-general,  a  quartermaster- gen- 
eral, a  paymaster-general,  and  a  surgeon-general,  each  with  the  rank  of 
colonel  of  cavalr>%  yet  he  proposes  that  the  Govenunent  of  the  United 
States  pay  only  the  adjutant-general,  the  quartermaster-general,  and 
in  spec  tor- general,  their  serx^ices  being  necessary  in  the  relations  wliich 
would  exist  between  the  Stattr  militia  and  the  Ignited  States,  Tht?  gov- 
ernor further  proposes  that,  while  he  is  allowed  by  the  State  law  to 
appoint  aidS'dc-camp  to  the  governor  at  his  discretion,  with  the  rank 
of  colonel,  three  only  shall  \^  reported  to  the  United  States  for  payment. 
He  also  proposes  that  the  State  militia  shall  l)e  couunanded  by  a  single 
major-general  and  |jy  such  number  of  Imgadier-generals  as  shall  al low- 
one  for  a  lirigade  of  not  less  than  four  regiments,  aiid  that  no  greater 
number  of  staff  officers  shall  be  appointed  for  regimental,  l>rigade,  and 
division  duties  than  as  provided  for  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  22d 
July,  1861;  and  that,  whatever  be  the  rank  of  such  officers  as  fixed  by 
the  law  of  the  vState,  the  compensation  that  they  shall  receive  from  the 
United  vStates  shall  only  be  that  which  l>elougs  to  the  rank  given  by 
said  act  of  Congress  to  officers  in  the  United  vStates  service  ix*rforming 
the  same  duties. 

The  field  officers  of  a  regiment  in  the  State  militia  are  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenaut-cnlouel»and  one  major,  and  the  company  officers  area  captain, 
a  first  lieutenant,  and  a  second  lieu  tenant » 

The  governor  proposes  that,  as  the  money  to  l>e  disbursed  is  the  money 
of  the  United  States,  such  staff  officers  in  the  ser\dce  of  the  United  States 
as  may  be  necessary  to  act  as  disbursing  officers  for  the  State  militia  shall 
be  assigned  by  the  War  Department  for  that  duty;  or.  If  such  can 
spared  from  their  present  duty,  he  will  appoint  stich  persons  disbt 
officers  for  the  State  militia  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
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designate.  Such  regulations  as  may  be  required,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
President,  to  insure  regularity  of  returns  and  to  protect  the  United  States 
from  any  fraudulent  practices  shall  be  observed  and  obeyed  by  all  in  office 
in  the  State  militia. 

The  above  propositions  are  accepted  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Secretar>'  of  War  is  directed  to  make  the  necessary  orders  upon 
the  Ordnance,  Quartermaster's,  Commissary,  Pay,  and  Medical  depart- 
ments to  carr\'  this  agreement  into  effect.  He  will  cause  the  necessary 
staff  officers  in  the  United  States  service  to  be  detailed  for  duty  in  con- 
nection with  the  Missouri  State  militia,  and  will  order  them  to  make  the 
necessar>'  provision  in  their  respective  offices  for  fulfilling  this  agreement. 
All  requisitions  upon  the  different  officers  of  the  United  States  under  this 
agreement  to  be  made  in  substance  in  the  same  mode  for  the  Missouri 
State  militia  as  similar  requisitions  are  made  for  troops  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  Secretar>'  of  War  will  cause  any  additional 
regulations  that  may  be  necessary  to  insure  regularity  and  economy  in 
carr>*ing  this  agreement  into  effect  to  be  adopted  and  communicated 
to  the  governor  of  Missouri  for  the  government  of  the  Missouri  State 
militia. 

[Indorsement.] 

November  6,  1861. 
This  plan  approved,  with  the  modification  that  the  governor  stipulates 
that  when  he  commissions  a  major-general  of  militia  it  shall  be  the  same 
person  at  the  time  in  command  of  the  United  States  Department  of  the 
West;  and  in  case  the  United  States  shall  change  such  commander  of 
the  department,  he  (the  governor)  will  revoke  the  State  commission  given 
to  the  person  relieved  and  give  one  to  the  person  substituted  to  the 
United  States  command  of  said  department.  ^  LINCOT  N 


General  Orders,  No.  96. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  7,  1861. 

Authority  to  raise  a  force  of  State  militia,  to  serve  during  the  war,  is 
granted,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  governor  of  Missouri.  This 
force  is  to  cooperate  with  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  repelling  the  invasion  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  in  suppressing 
rebellion  therein.  It  is  to  be  held,  in  camp  and  in  the  field,  drilled,  dis- 
ciplined, and  governed  according  to  the  Regulations  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  subject  to  the  Articles  of  War;  but  it  is  not  to  be  ordered 
out  of  the  State  of  Missoim  except  for  the  immediate  defense  of  the  said 
'^tate. 

The  State  forces  thus  authorized  will  be,  during  such  time  as  they 
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shall  he  actuallN'  engaged  as  an  embodied  iiiilUary  force  in  active  service, 
arnied,  equipped,  clothed,  subsisted,  transported,  and  paid  by  the  United 
States  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  United  States  Army 
and  such  orders  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  issued  from  the  War 
Department,  and  in  no  other  manner;  and  they  shall  h»e  considered  as 
tlisliandeil  from  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  whenever  the  President 
may  so  direct. 

In  connection  with  this  force  the  governor  is  authorized  to  appoint 
the  following:  oflBcers,  who  will  be  recognized  and  paid  by  the  United 
States^  to  wit:  One  major-g^eneral,  to  conmiand  the  whole  of  the  Stale 
forces  brought  into  service.  v\'ho  shall  be  the  same  person  appointed  by 
the  President  to  command  the  United  States  Mihtary  Department  of  the 
West,  and  shall  retain  his  commission  as  major- general  of  the  State  forces 
only  during  his  command  of  the  said  department;  one  adjutant -general, 
one  inspector-general,  and  one  quartermaster- general,  each  with  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry- ;  three  aids-de-camp  to  the  governor,  each 
with  Ihe  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  of  infantry;  brigadier- generals  at  the 
rate  of  one  to  a  brigade  of  not  less  lliaii  four  regiments;  and  division, 
!)rigade»  and  regimental  staff  officers  not  to  exceed  in  numbers  those 
provided  for  in  the  organization  prescriljed  by  the  act  approved  July  22. 
1861,  **for  the  employment  of  volunteers/'  nor  to  be  more  highly  com- 
pensated by  the  United  States,  whatever  their  nominal  rank  in  the  State 
service,  than  officers  j)erfonning  tlie  same  duties  under  that  act. 

The  field  officers  of  a  regiment  to  be  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, and  one  major,  and  the  officers  of  a  company  to  l)e  one  captain,  one 
first  an<l  one  secotid  lieutenant. 

W^hen  officers  of  the  said  State  forces  shall  act  in  conjunction  wnth 
officers  of  the  United  States  Army  of  the  same  grade,  the  latter  shall 
command  the  combined  force. 

All  disbursements  of  money  made  to  these  troops  or  in  consequence  of 
tlieir  employment  by  the  ITnited  States  shall  be  made  by  disbursing  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  Army,  assigned  l)y  the  War  Department,  or 
specially  appointed  by  the  President  for  that  purpose,  w^ho  will  make 
tlidr  requisitions  U|>on  the  different  supply  departments  in  the  same 
manner  for  the  Missouri  Slate  forces  as  similar  requisitions  nre  made  ft>r 
Other  %^>lunteer  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

TliL-  Secretar>^  of  War  will  caiLse  any  additional  regnlatitms  that  may  l)e 
ia*cess;iry  for  the  purpose  of  pnnnoting  economy,  insuring  regularity  of 
returns,  and  protecting  the  United  States  from  fraudulent  practices  to  be 
adojitetl  ancl  published  for  the  government  of  the  said  State  forces,  and 
the  same  will  be  obeyed  and  obser\'ed  by  all  in  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

By  order: 

JULIUS  P,  GARESCHft, 
^k  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  i6, 1861, 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  that 
certain  persons  within  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  places  occupied  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  claim  to  be  incumbents  of  civil  offices — 
State,  county,  and  municipal — by  alleged  authority  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  in  disregard  and  violation  of  the  *  *  declaration  of  the 
people  of  Virginia  represented  in  convention  at  the  city  of  Wheeling, 
Thursday,  June  13,  1861,"  and  of  the  ordinances  of  said  convention,  and 
of  the  acts  of  the  general  assembly  held  by  authority  of  said  convention. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  by  direction  of  the  President,  that  if  any  person 
shall  hereafter  attempt  within  the  State  of  Virginia,  under  the  alleged 
authority  of  said  Commonwealth,  to  exercise  any  official  powers  of  a  civil 
nature  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  commands  of  the  occupying  forces 
of  the  United  States,  unless  in  pursuance  of  the  declaration  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  convention  assembled  at  Wheeling  on  the  13th  day  of 
June,  186 1,  and  the  acts  of  the  general  assembly  held  by  authority  of  said 
convention,  such  attempt  shall  be  treated  as  an  act  of  hostility  against 
the  United  States,  and  such  person  shall  be  taken  into  military  custody. 

Commanding  officers  are  directed  to  enforce  this  order  within  their 
respective  commands. 

♦  ♦***** 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

L.  THOMAS,  Adjutant-General. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washijigton ,  November  27,  1861. 
The  municipal  authorities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  in  this 
I>istrict,  liaving  appointed  to-morrow,  the  28th  instant,  as  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving, the  several  Departments  will  on  that  occasion  be  closed,  in  order 
that  the  officers  of  the  Government  may  partake  in  the  ceremonies. 

jJ^*  ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N. 

^FIRST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE.- 

Washington,  December  j,  i86r. 
Fellow-  CUizais  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  the  midst  of  unprecedented  political  troubles  we  have  cause  of  great 
gratitude  to  God  for  unusual  good  health  and  most  abundant  harvests. 

You  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in  the  peculiar  exigencies  of 
the  times  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  has  been  attended  with 
profound  solicitude,  chiefly  turning  upon  our  own  domestic  affairs. 
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■  A  disloyal  portion  of  the  Americati  fjeople  have  during  the  whole  year 
been  engaged  in  an  attetnpt  to  divide  and  destroy  the  Union.  A  nation 
which  endures  factious  domestic  division  is  ux posed  to  disrespect  al)road» 
and  one  party,  if  not  both,  is  sure  sooner  or  later  to  invoke  foreign  inter- 
ventio!L 

I        Nations  thus  tempted  to  interfere  are  not  always  able  to  resist  the 

■  counsels  of  seeming  expediency  and  ungenerous  ambition,  although 
measures  adopted  under  such  influences  seldom  fail  to  Ixr  unfortunate  and 
injurious  to  those  adoptitig  tliem. 

The  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  offered  the  ruin  of 
our  country  in  return  ff>r  the  aid  atid  comfort  which  they  have  invoked 
abroad  have  received  less  patronage  and  encouragement  than  they  prob- 
ably exjiected.  If  it  were  just  to  suppose^as  the  insurgents  have  seemed 
to  assume,  that  foreign  nations  in  this  case,  discarding  all  moral,  social, 
and  treaty  ol>ligations.  would  act  solely  and  selfishly  for  the  most  speedy 
restoration  of  connnerce,  including  esi^ecially  the  acquisition  of  cotton, 
those  nations  appear  as  yet  not  to  have  seen  their  way  to  their  object 
more  directly  or  clearly  through  tlie  destruction  than  through  the  preser- 
vation of  the  l^uion.  If  we  could  dare  to  lielieve  that  foreign  nations 
are  actuated  by  no  higlier  pnnci]de  than  this,  I  am  quite  sure  a  sound 
argument  could  !>e  made  to  show  them  that  they  can  reach  their  aim 
'  more  readily  and  easily  by  aiding  to  crush  this  rebellion  than  by  giving 
encouragement  to  it. 

The  principal  lever  relied  on  by  the  insiu-gents  for  exciting  foreign 
nations  to  hostility  against  ns,  as  already  intimated,  is  the  embarrass- 
ment of  commerce.  Those  nations,  however »  not  improliably  saw  from 
the  first  tliat  it  was  the  Union  which  made  as  wx'll  our  foreign  as  our 
domestic  connnerce.  They  can  scarcxrly  have  failed  t*>  ixrrceive  that  the 
effort  for  disunion  products  the  existing  difficuky,  and  that  one  strong 
nation  |)n>mises  more  durable  i>eace  and  a  more  extensive,  valuable, 
and  reliable  commerce  than  can  the  same  nation  broken  into  liostile 
fragmt^nis. 
I        It  is  not  my  puqx>se  to  review  our  discussions  with  foreign  states, 

■  l>ecause,  whatever  might  l>e  their  wishes  or  dispositions,  the  integrity  of 
our  country  and  the  stability  of  our  Government  mainly  defiend  not 
upon  them,  bnt  on  the  loyalty,  virtue,  patriotism,  and  intelligence  of  the 
American  pL^ople.  The  corres-pondence  itself,  with  the  usual  reservations, 
]3S  herewith  submitted. 

■  I  \'euture  to  hope  it  will  appear  that  we  have  practiced  prudence  and 
liljerality  toward  foreign  ptjwers,  averting  causes  of  irritation  and  with 
firmness  maintaining  our  own  rights  and  honor. 

I  Since,  howe\*er.  it  is  apparent  that  here,  as  in  ever>*  other  state,  foreign 
dangers  necessarily  attend  domestic  diflSculties,  I  recommend  that  ade- 
quate and  ample  measures  be  adopted  for  maitjlaining  the  public  defenses 
Ott  crcry  side.     Wiile  under  this  general  recommendation  provision  for 
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defending  our  seacoast  line  readily  occurs  to  the  mind,  I  also  in  the  same 
connection  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  our  great  lakes  and  rivers. 
It  is  believed  that  some  fortifications  and  depots  of  anus  and  nnniitions, 
with  harbor  and  navigation  improvements,  all  at  well-selected  points  n|K>n 
these,  would  Ije  of  great  importance  to  the  national  defense  and  preser\'a* 
tion»  I  ask  attention  to  the  views  of  the  Secretar}'  of  War,  expressed  in 
his  report,  upon  the  same  general  subject, 

I  deem  it  of  importance  that  the  loyal  regions  of  east  Tennessee  and 
western  North  Carolina  should  Ix-  connected  with  Ketitucky  and  otiier 
faithful  parts  of  the  Union  l>y  railroad,  I  therefore  reconnntrnd,  as  a  mih- 
tar\^  measure,  that  Congress  provide  for  the  construction  of  such  road  as 
s|>eedily  as  possible.  Kentucky  no  doubt  will  crxiperate,  and  through  her 
legislature  make  the  most  judicious  selection  of  a  line.  The  northern 
terminus  must  connect  with  some  existing  railroad,  and  whether  the 
route  shall  be  from  Lexington  or  Nicholasville  to  the  Cumljerland  Gap, 
or  from  Lebanon  to  the  Tennessee  hue,  in  the  direction  of  Knoxville, 
or  on  some  still  different  line,  can  easily  lie  determined,  Kentucky  and 
the  General  Government  cooperating,  the  work  can  be  completed  in  a 
very  short  time,  and  when  dtnie  it  will  lie  not  only  of  vast  present  useful- 
ness, but  also  a  valuable  jiemianenl  improvcUKnt,  worth  its  cost  in  all 
the  future. 

Some  treaties,  designed  chiefly  for  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  hav- 
ing no  grave  ix)litical  imixirtauce,  liave  been  negotiated,  and  will  W 
submitted  to  the  Senate  fcjr  their  coiisideratioti. 

Although  we  have  failed  to  induce  some  of  the  commercial  powers  to 
adopt  a  desirable  melioration  of  the  rigor  of  niaritime  war,  we  have 
removed  all  obstructions  from  the  wa\'  of  tliis  humane  reform  except 
such  as  are  merely  of  tem|X>rary  and  accidental  txrcurrence. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  correspondence  Ijetween  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  minister  accredited  to  this  Government  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  British  ship  Perthshire  in  June  last 
by  the  United  States  steamer  Afassarkuseiis  for  a  supposed  breach  of  the 
blockade.  As  this  detention  was  occasioned  by  an  ob\nous  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts,  and  as  justice  requires  that  we  should  commit  no 
belligerent  act  not  founded  in  strict  right  as  sanctioned  by  public  law, 
I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  satisfy  the  reasonable 
demand  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  for  her  detention. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor  in  his  atuiual  message 
to  Congress  in  Decendjer  last  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  surplus 
which  will  probalily  remain  after  satisfying  the  claims  of  American  citi- 
zens against  China,  pursuant  to  the  aw^ards  of  the  connnissioners  under 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March.  1859.  If,  however,  it  should  not  be  deemed 
advisable  to  carr>'  that  recommendation  into  effect,  T  would  suggest  that 
authority  f>e  given  for  investing  the  principal,  <»ver  the  proceeds  of  the 
surplus  referred  to,  in  good  securities,  with  a  view  to  the  satisfaction  of 
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such  other  just  claims  (if  otir  citizens  against  China  as  are  not  unlikely 
to  arise  hereafter  in  the  course  of  our  extensive  trade  with  that  Empire. 

By  the  act  of  the  5th  of  August  last  Congress  authorized  the  President 
to  instruct  the  conunanders  of  suitable  vessels  to  defend  themselves 
against  and  to  capture  pirates.  This  authority  has  been  exercised  in  a 
single  instance  only.  For  the  more  eifectual  pjrotection  of  our  extensive 
and  valuable  connnerce  in  the  Eastern  seas  especiall)\  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  also  be  advisable  to  authorize  the  commanders  of  sailing  ves- 
sels to  recapture  any  prizes  wdiich  pirates  may  make  of  United  States 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  and  the  consular  courts  now  established  by 
law  in  Eastern  countries  to  adjudicate  the  cases  in  the  event  that  this 
should  not  1>e  objected  to  by  the  local  authorities. 

If  atiy  good  reason  exists  why  we  should  persevere  longer  in  withhold- 
ing oiu'  recognition  of  the  indej>endence  and  sovereignly  of  Hayti  and 
Liberia.  I  am  unable  to  discem  it.  Unwilling,  however,  to  inaugurate 
a  novel  pdicy  in  regard  to  them  without  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
I  submit  for  your  cunsideration  the  expediency  of  an  appropriation  for 
maintaining  a  charg^  d'affaires  near  each  of  those  new  States,  It  does 
not  admit  of  doubt  that  important  o^nmiercial  advantages  might  be 
seemed  l>y  favorable  treaties  with  theui. 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury  during  the  jveriod  which  has  elapsed 
since  your  adjournment  have  lK?en  conducted  wnth  signal  success.  The 
patriotism  of  the  i)€ople  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
the  large  means  demanded  by  the  public  exigencies.  Much  of  the  na- 
tional loan  has  been  taken  by  citizens  of  the  industrial  classes,  whose 
confidence  in  their  country's  faith  and  zeal  for  their  country's  deliver- 
ance from  present  peril  have  induced  them  to  contribute  to  the  support 
of  the  Government  the  whole  of  their  limited  acquisitions.  This  fact 
iuqKJses  peculiar  obligations  to  economy  in  disbursement  and  energy  in 
action. 

The  revenue  from  all  sources,  including  loans,  for  the  financial  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  iH^i,  was  $86,835,900.27,  and  the  expend- 
itures for  the  same  period,  including  paj-ments  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  were  $84,578,834,47,  lea\ing  a  balatice  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist 
of  July  of  $2,257,065.80.  For  the  first  quarter  of  the  financial  year 
ending  on  the  50th  of  September,  1861.  the  receipts  from  all  sources, 
including  the  kilance  of  the  rst  of  July,  were  $102,532,509.27.  and  the 
expenses  $98,239,733,09,  leaving  a  balance  on  the  1st  of  October,  i86j, 
of  $4,292,776.18. 

Estimates  for  the  remaining  three  quarters  of  the  year  and  for  the 
financial  year  1863.  together  with  his  views  of  ways  and  means  for  meet- 
ing the  demands  contemplated  by  them,  will  be  submitted  to  Congre.ss 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
penditures  made  necessary  by  the  rebellion  are  not  beyond  the  r 
of  the  loyal  jjeople,  and  to  beheve  that  the  same  patriotism  wl 
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thus  far  sustained  the  Govenimeiit  will  continue  to  sustain  it  till  peace 
and  union  shall  again  l)kss  the  land. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secretarx-  of  War  for  iuforma- 
tion  respecting  the  numerical  strength  of  the  Army  and  for  reconinien- 
dations  having  in  view  an  increase  of  its  efficiency  and  the  well-lx^ing 
of  the  various  branches  of  the  service  intrusted  to  his  care.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  know  that  the  patriotism  of  the  people  has  proved  equal  to 
the  occasion,  and  that  the  number  of  troops  tendered  greatly  exceeds  the 
force  which  Congress  authorized  nie  to  call  into  the  field. 

I  refer  with  pleasure  to  those  portions  of  his  report  which  make  alhi- 
sion  to  the  creditable  degree  of  discipline  already  attained  by  {mr  triKips 
and  to  the  excellent  sanitar}-  condition  of  the  entire  Army. 

The  reconnnendation  of  the  Secretary  for  an  organization  of  the  militia 
upon  a  un  if  or  Hi  basis  i.s  a  snbjcxrt  of  vital  importance  to  the  future  safety 
of  the  coiiiUry.  and  is  connnended  to  the  serious  attention  of  Congress. 

The  large  addition  to  the  Regular  Army,  in  connection  with  the  defec* 
tion  that  has  s<3  considerably  diminished  the  inimt^er  of  its  officers,  gives 
peculiar  importance  to  his  recommendation  for  increasing  the  corps  of 
cadets  to  the  greatest  capacity  of  the  Military  Academy. 

By  mere  omission,  I  presume,  Congress  has  failed  to  provide  chaplahis 
for  hospitals  occupied  by  voluiileers.  This  subject  was  brought  to  my 
notice,  and  I  was  induced  to  draw*  up  the  form  of  a  letter,  one  copy  of 
which,  properly  addressed,  has  been  delivered  to  each  of  the  persons^  and 
at  the  dates  resiKCtively  named  and  stated  in  a  schedule,  coiUainiug  also 
the  form  of  the  letter  marked  A,  and  herewith  transmitted. 

These  gentlemen,  I  understand,  entered  upni  the  duties  designated  at 
the  times  respecti\'ely  stated  in  the  schedule,  and  have  labored  faithfully 
therein  ever  since.  I  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  comiiensated  at 
the  same  rate  as  chaplains  in  the  x\rmy.  I  further  suggest  that  getieral 
provision  be  made  for  chaplains  to  serve  at  hospitals,  as  well  as  with 
regiments. 

The  rep_>rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  presents  in  detail  the  ojiera- 
tions  of  that  branch  of  the  service,  the  activity  and  energy  whicli  have 
characterized  its  administration,  and  the  results  of  measures  to  increase 
its  efficiency  and  power.  Such  have  licen  the  additions,  by  construction 
anil  purchase,  that  it  may  almost  be  said  a  na\^y  has  been  created  anil 
brouglit  into  service  since  our  difficulties  commenced. 

Besides  bk>ckading  our  extensive  coast,  squadrons  larger  than  ever 
l>efore  assembled  under  our  flag  have  been  put  afloat  and  performed  deeds 
which  have  increased  our  naval  renown. 

I  would  itivite  special  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
for  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Navy  by  introducing  additional 
grades  in  the  service. 

The  present  organization  is  defective  and  unsatisfactory,  and  the  sug- 
gestions submitted  by  the  Department  will,  it  is  believed,  if  adopted, 
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obviate  the  diiBculties  alluded  to,  promote  harmony,  and  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Navy. 

There  are  three  vacancies  on  the  ^jench  of  the  Supreme  Court — two  by 
the  decease  of  Justices  Daniel  and  McLean  and  one  l>y  the  resignation  of 
Justice  Campbell.  I  have  so  far  forborne  making;  noniinalions  to  fill 
these  vacancies  for  reasons  which  I  will  now  .state.  Two  of  tlie  out- 
going judges  resided  within  the  States  now  overRiii  by  revolt,  so  that  if 
successors  were  appointed  in  tlie  same  h-xalities  they  could  not  now 
serve  upon  their  circuits;  and  many  of  the  most  competent  men  there 
probably  would  not  take  the  personal  hazard  of  accepting  to  serve,  even 
here,  upon  the  Supreme  bench.  1  have  been  unwilling  to  throw  all  the 
appointments  northward,  thus  disabling  myself  from  doing  justice  to 
the  South  on  the  return  of  peace;  although  I  may  remark  that  to  trans- 
fer to  the  North  one  which  has  heretofore  l>een  in  the  South  would  not, 
with  reference  to  territory  and  population,  be  unjust. 

During  the  long  and  brilliant  judicial  career  of  Judge  McLean  his  cir- 
cuit grew  into  an  empire — altogether  Icm:)  large  for  any  one  judge  to  give 
the  couriH  therein  more  than  a  nominal  attendance — rising  in  population 
from  t. 470, 018  in  1830  to  6,151,405  lu  i860. 

Besirles  this,  the  country  generally  has  outgrown  our  present  judicial 
sy.steni.  If  uniformity  was  at  all  intended,  the  system  recjuires  that  all 
the  States  shall  l>e  accommcKiated  with  circuit  courts,  attended  by 
Supreme  judges,  while,  in  fact,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Flor- 
ida, Texas,  Calif oniia,  and  Oregon  have  never  had  any  such  courts. 
Nor  can  this  well  be  remedied  without  a  change  in  the  system,  because 
the  adding  of  judges  to  the  Supreme  Court,  enotigh  for  the  acconmioda- 
tion  of  all  parts  of  the  couutr\'  with  circuit  courts,  would  create  a  court 
altogether  too  numerous  for  a  judicial  Ijody  of  any  sort.  And  the  evil,  if 
it  Ik'  one.  will  increase  as  new  States  come  into  the  Union.  Circuit  courts 
are  useful  or  they  are  not  useful.  If  tiseful,  no  State  should  be  denied 
then:;  if  not  useful,  no  State  should  have  them.  Let  them  l>e  provided 
for  all  or  alwjlislied  as  to  all. 

Three  modifications  occur  to  me,  either  of  which,  I  think,  would  l>e  an 
improvement  upon  our  present  system.  Let  the  Supreme  Court  Ije  of 
convenieiu  numl>er  in  every  event;  then,  first,  let  the  whole  country  l)e 
divided  into  circuits  of  convenient  size,  the  Supreme  judges  to  ser\x  in  a 
number  of  them  corresponding  to  their  own  number,  and  itidependent 
circuit  judges  be  provided  for  all  the  rest;  or,  secondly,  let  the  Supreme 
judges  be  relieved  from  circuit  duties  and  circuit  judges  pro\'ided  for 
all  the  circuits;  or,  thirdly,  dispense  with  circuit  courts  altogether,  leav'- 
ing  the  judicial  functions  wholly  to  the  district  courts  and  an  independent 
Supreme  Court, 

I  respectfulh'  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  present 
condition  of  tlie  statute  laws,  with  the  hope  that  Congress  will  l>e  a 
to  find  an  easy  remedy  for  many  of  the  inconveniences  and  evils  wd 
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constantly  embarrass  those  engaged  in  the  practical  administration  of 
them.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Government  Confess  has  enacted 
some  5,000  acts  and  joint  resolutions,  which  fill  more  than  6,ocx)  closely 
printed  pages  and  are  scattered  through  many  volumes.  Many  of  these 
acts  have  been  drawn  in  haste  and  without  sofEcient  caution,  so  that  llieir 
provisions  are  often  obscure  in  themselves  or  in  conflict  with  each  other, 
or  at  least  so  doubtful  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  for  even  the  best- 
informed  persons  to  ascertain  precisely  what  the  statute  law  really  is. 

It  seems  to  me  Aery  important  that  the  statute  laws  should  lie  made  as 
plain  and  iiitelligible  as  jDossible,  and  be  reduced  to  as  small  a  compass 
as  may  consist  with  the  fullness  and  precision  of  the  will  of  the  Legislature 
and  the  perspicuity  of  its  language.  This  well  done  would,  I  think, 
greatly  facilitate  the  lators  of  those  whose  diit>'  it  is  to  assist  in  the 
administration  of  the  laws,  and  would  he  a  lasting  benefit  to  the  jx^iple,  by 
placing  Ix^fore  them  in  a  more  accessible  and  intelhgihle  form  the  laws 
which  so  deeply  concern  their  interests  and  their  duties. 

I  am  iirfonned  by  some  whose  opinions  I  respect  that  all  the  acts  of 
Congress  no%v  in  force  and  of  a  permanent  and  general  nature  might  l>e 
revi.sed  and  rewritten  so  as  to  Ije  embraced  in  one  volimie  i  or  at  most 
two  voliniies )  of  ordinary  and  convenient  size;  and  I  resjiectfull)'  recom- 
mend to  Congress  to  consider  of  the  subject,  and  if  my  suggestion  l>e 
approved  to  devise  such  plan  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem  most  proper 
for  the  attainment  of  the  end  projxi'Sed. 

One  of  the  unavoidable  consequences  of  the  present  insurrection  is  the 
entire  suppression  in  many  places  of  all  the  ordinary  means  of  admin- 
istering ci\nl  justice  by  the  officers  and  in  the  forms  of  existing  law. 
This  is  the  case,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  all  the  insurgent  States;  and  as 
our  armies  advance  upon  and  take  possession  of  parts  of  those  States  the 
practical  evil  l>econies  more  apparent.  There  are  no  courts  nor  officers  to 
whom  the  citizens  of  other  States  may  apply  for  the  enforcement  of  their 
hiwful  claims  against  citizens  of  the  insurgent  States,  and  there  is  a  vast 
amount  of  debt  constituting  such  claims.  Some  have  estimated  it  as 
high  as  $200,000,000,  due  in  large  part  from  insurgents  in  open  reMlion 
to  loyal  citizens  who  are  even  now  making  great  sacrifices  in  the  discharge 
of  their  patriotic  duty  to  support  the  Government. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  been  urgently  solicited  to  estal>lisli 
by  military  power  courts  to  administer  sunnnar}'  justice  in  such  cases. 
T  have  thus  far  declined  to  do  it,  not  because  I  had  an\'  doubt  that  the 
end  proposed — the  collection  of  the  debts — was  just  and  right  in  itself, 
but  l>ecause  I  have  Ixren  unwilling  to  go  beyond  the  pressure  of  necessity 
in  the  unusual  exercise  of  fxnver.  But  the  pravers  of  Congress,  I  sup- 
pose, are  equal  to  the  anomalous  occasion,  and  therefore  I  refer  the  wdiole 
matter  to  Con,gjess,  with  the  hope  that  a  plan  may  te  devised  for  the 
administration  of  justice  in  all  such  parts  of  the  insurgent  States  and 
Territories  as  may  be  under  the  control  of  tliis  Government,  whether  by 
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a  voluntary  return  to  allcgiatice  and  order  or  by  tlie  power  of  our  arms; 
this,  however,  not  to  be  a  pemianeut  institutiou,  but  a  temporary  sub- 
stitute, and  to  cease  as  soon  as  the  ordinary  cxmrts  can  lie  reestaljlishetl 
in  peace. 

It  is  important  that  some  more  convenient  means  should  l>e  provided, 
if  possible,  for  the  adjustment  of  claiiiLs  against  the  Go  ven  mi  en  t,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  their  increased  number  by  reason  of  the  war.  It  is  as 
much  the  duty  of  Govenuiient  to  render  prompt  justice  against  itself  in 
favor  of  citizens  as  it  is  to  administer  the  same  lietween  private  indi- 
viduals. The  investigation  and  adjudication  of  claims  in  their  nature 
belong  to  the  judicial  department.  Besides^  it  is  apparent  that  the 
attention  of  Congress  will  be  more  than  usualiy  engaged  for  some  time 
to  come  with  great  national  questions.  It  was  intended  by  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Claims  mainly  to  remove  this  branch  of  Inisiness 
from  the  halls  of  Congress;  btit  while  the  court  has  proved  to  be  an 
effective  and  valuable  means  of  investigation,  it  in  great  degree  fails  to 
effect  the  oliject  of  its  creation  for  want  of  power  to  make  its  judgments 
final 

Fully  aware  of  the  delicacy,  not  to  say  the  danger,  of  the  sufjject,  I 
conunend  to  your  careful  consideratinu  whether  this  pt>wer  of  making 
judgments  final  may  not  properly  be  given  to  the  court,  reserving  the 
right  of  api>eal  on  questions  of  law  to  the  Supreme  Court,  with  such  other 
prox'isions  as  experience  may  have  shown  to  be  necessary. 

I  ask  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster- General,  the  following 
beiug  a  summar>'  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Department: 

The  revetuie  frmu  all  s<nirces  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1861,  including  the  annual  i:>ennanenl  appropriation  of  $700,000  for  the 
lransp(*rtalion  of  **free  mail  matter/'  was  $9,049,296,40,  being  about  2 
\>tx  cent  less  than  the  re  ventre  for  i86cj. 

The  exi>enditiires  were  $15,606,759.11,  showing  a  decrease  of  more 
than  8  \i^x  cent  as  compared  witli  those  of  the  pre\'ious  year  and  leaving 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  revenue  for  the  last  fiscal   year  tif 

|4^557»462.7i. 

The  gross  revemie  for  the  year  ending  June  30.  1863,  is  estimated  at 
an  iticrease  of  4  f>er  cent  on  that  of  1861,  making  $8,683,000,  to  which 
should  be  added  the  eaniings  of  the  Department  in  carrying  free  matter, 
viz,  Syoo.txjo,  making  $9,383,000. 

The  total  expenditures  for  1863  are  estimated  at  $12,528,000,  leaving 
an  estimated  deficiency  of  $5,145,000  to  be  supplied  from  the  Treasury 
in  addition  to  the  permanetU  appropriation. 

The  present  insurrection  shows.  I  think,  that  the  extension  of  this 
District  across  the  Potomac  River  at  the  time  of  establishing  the  capital 
here  was  eminently  wise,  and  consequently  that  the  relinquishment  of 
that  portion  of  it  which  lies  within  the  State  of  Virginia  was  unw*ise  and 
dangerous.     I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  regaining 
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that  part  of  the  District  and  the  restontioii  nf  the  original  hcmtuhme^ 
thereof  through  negotiations  with  the  State  of  \*trgin]a. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  wiilj  the  acconipoiiying 
documents,  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  »everal  bnuiclics  of  the  public 
business  pertaining  to  that  Department.  The  clqjri^«sing  inftuenct^s  of 
the  insurrection  have  been  specially  fdt  in  the  operations  of  the  Patent 
and  General  Land  Offices.  The  cash  receipts  frcmi  the  ^loi  of  public 
lands  during  the  past  year  have  exceeded  tht  rxpen!»e!i  of  our  land  v^y?^ 
tern  only  about  $200,000.  The  sales  have  been  entirely  suMpeuded  In 
the  Southern  States,  while  the  interruptioiLs  to  the  buiwiiess  of  the  conn* 
try  and  the  diversion  of  large  numbers  of  nicii  from  labor  to  niililary 
service  have  obstructed  settlements  in  the  new  States*  and  Territories  of 
the  Northwest. 

The  receipts  of  the  Patent  Office  have  declined  in  nine  months  abotit 
$100,000,  rendering  a  large  reduction  of  the  force  employed  necessary  to 
make  it  self-sustaining. 

The  demands  upon  the  Pension  Office  will  l>e  largely  increased  by  the 
insurrection.  Numerous  applications  for  pensions,  leased  ii^Km  the  casual- 
ties of  the  existing  war,  have  already  been  made.  There  i.s  res^scm  to 
Ixjlieve  that  many  who  are  now  upon  the  j^fusicm  rolKs  and  in  receipt 
of  the  lx)unty  of  the  Government  are  in  the  ranks  of  the  insurgent  anny 
or  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has 
directed  a  suspension  of  the  payment  of  the  pensions  of  sucli  pen^ins 
upon  proof  of  their  disloyalty.  I  recommend  that  Congress  autliori/.e 
that  officer  to  cause  the  names  of  such  persons  to  be  stricken  froni  the 
pension  rolls. 

The  relations  of  the  Government  with  the  Intliaii  trilies  have  liceii 
greatly  disturbed  by  the  insurrection,  especially  in  the  southern  superiii- 
tendency  and  in  that  of  New  Mexico.  The  Indian  cotintry  south  of 
Kansas  is  in  the  possession  of  insurgents  from  Texas  and  Arkansas, 
The  agents  of  the  I'nited  States  appointed  since  the  4th  of  March  for  this 
suixirin tendency  have  been  unable  to  reach  tlieir  posts*  while  the  most 
of  ihtj<e  who  were  in  office  before  that  time  have  espoused  the  insurrec- 
tionary cause,  and  assume  to  exercise  the  |x)\vers  of  agents  by  virtue  of 
c^^mmissions  from  the  insurrectionists.  It  has  beeti  stated  in  the  public 
pre--  that  a  portion  of  those  Indians  ha\  e  ^>een  organised  as  a  military 
for^'r  and  are  attached  to  the  army  of  the  insurgents.  Although  the 
^'Vy.eniment  has  no  official  infonnation  n\xm  this  subject,  letters  ha%^e 
>t*:n  written  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  A  flairs  by  several  prominent 
hrefs  '/w'm^  assurance  of  their  loyalty  to  tlie  Ignited  Slates  and  express- 
:::;-  <t  v.;-h  for  the  presence  of  Federal  tnx>ps  to  protect  thenu  It  15 
'v:::'rv'.-^:  that  upon  the  repossession  of  the  countr>-  by  the  PedenTfofceb 
V.':  rAirtzi^  will  readily  cease  all  hostile  demonstrations  and  resmile  tiwir 
y/rr:.^  r*:lations  to  the  Government. 
A-^r:v:::ture.  confessedly  the  largest  interest  of  the  iiatioii.hu  not  • 
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department  nor  a  bureau » but  a  clerkship  only,  assigned  to  it  in  the  Gov- 
ennnent.  While  it  is  fortunate  that  this  g^reat  interest  is  so  indeix?ndeut 
in  its  nature  as  to  not  have  demanded  and  extorted  more  from  the  Gov- 
ennnent,  I  res|M2ctfu!ly  ask  Congress  to  consider  whether  something  more 
can  not  l)e  given  vohtntarily  with  general  advantage* 

Annual  reports  exhibiting  the  condition  of  our  agriculture,  commerce^ 
and  manufactures  would  present  a  fund  of  information  of  great  practical 
vaUve  lc>  the  country*  While  I  make  no  suggestion  as  to  details.  I  ven- 
ture the  opinion  that  an  agricultural  and  statistical  bureau  might  profit* 
ably  be  organ izetL 

The  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade  has  been  confided  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  gratulation  that  tlie  efforts  which  have  l>een  made  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  this  inhuman  traffic  liave  been  recently  attended  witli  unusual 
success.  Five  vessels  being  fitted  out  for  the  slave  trade  have  been  seized 
and  condemned*  Two  mates  of  \'essel.s  engaged  in  the  trade  and  one  per- 
son in  equipping  a  vessel  as  a  slaver  have  l)een  convicted  and  subjected  to 
the  penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  one  captain,  taken  with  a 
cargo  of  Africans  on  lj<>ard  his  vessel,  has  fjcen  convicted  of  the  highest 
grade  of  offense  under  our  laws,  the  punishment  of  which  is  death. 

The  Terntories  of  Colorado,  Dakota,  and  Nevada,  created  by  the  last 
Congress,  have  l>een  organized,  and  civil  admintstration  has  l>eeu  inaugu- 
rated therein  under  auspices  esix^cially  gratif\  iug  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  leaveti  of  treason  was  found  existing  in  some  of  these  newcoim- 
tries  when  the  Federal  officers  arriv^ed  there. 

The  abundant  natural  resources  of  these  Territories,  with  the  security 
and  protection  afforded  by  organized  govertmieut,  will  doubtless  invite 
to  them  a  large  immigration  when  peace  sliall  restore  the  hnsincss  of  the 
cfjuntry  to  its  accustomed  channels.  I  submit  the  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Colorado,  which  evidence  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  people  of  the 
Te^ritor>^  So  far  the  authority  of  the  United  States  has  l>een  upheld  in 
all  the  Territories,  as  il  is  hoped  it  will  be  in  the  future.  I  ctmnnend  their 
interests  and  defense  to  the  enlightened  and  generous  care  of  Congress. 

I  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  the  interests 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  insurrection  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  suffering  and  sacrifice  to  its  itihabitants,  and  as  they  have  no  rep- 
resentative in  Congress  that  br>d>'  should  not  overl(x)k  their  just  claims 
upon  the  Government. 

At  your  late  .session  a  joint  resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  the 
President  to  take  measures  for  facilitating  a  proper  representation  of  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  United  States  at  the  exhibition  of  the  industry 
of  all  nations  to  be  holden  at  I/^ndon  in  the  year  1862.  I  regret  to  say  I 
have  been  unable  to  give  personal  attention  to  this  subject — a  subject  at 
once  so  interesting  in  itself  and  so  extensively  and  intimately  connected 
with  the  material  prosperity  of  the  world.     Through  the  Secretari* 
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State  and  of  tlie  Interior  a  plan  or  system  has  been  devised  and  partly 
matured,  and  wliich  will  be  laid  before  yon. 

Under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congreas  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
fiscate property  used  for  insurrectionary  purposes,"  appro%'ed  Au^rust  6, 
1861 ,  the  legal  claims  of  certain  i>ersons  to  the  lalK>r  and  service  of  certain 
other  |>ersons  have  become  forfeited,  and  numbers  of  the  latter  thus  liber- 
ated are  already  dei>endent  on  the  United  States  and  must  lie  provided  for 
in  some  way.  Besides  this^  it  is  not  im]xjssi!>le  tbat  scmie  of  the  States 
will  pass  similar  enactments  for  their  own  Ijenefit  respectively,  and  by 
operation  of  wliich  persons  of  the  same  class  will  be  thrown  upon  them 
for  disposal.  In  such  case  I  recomuiend  tbat  Congress  provide  fur  accept- 
ing such  persons  from  such  States,  according  to  some  mode  of  valuation, 
in  lieu,/?!?  fanio,  of  direct  taxes,  or  upon  some  other  plan  to  be  agreed  on 
with  sucli  States  respectively;  that  such  persons,  on  such  acceptance  l>y 
the  General  Govenmient,  be  at  once  deemed  free,  and  that  in  an>'  event 
steps  l>e  taken  for  colonixing  both  classes  (or  the  one  first  mentioned  if 
the  other  shall  not  be  brought  into  existence )  at  some  place  or  places  in 
a  climate  anigenial  to  them.  It  unght  l>e  well  to  consider,  too,  whether 
the  free  colored  people  already  in  the  United  States  could  not,  so  far  as 
individuals  may  desire,  be  included  in  such  cfjloni/ation. 

To  carr\^  out  the  plan  of  colonization  may  invt>l^'e  the  acquiring  of  ter- 
ritory, and  als<3  the  appropriation  cjf  nn>ney  beyi>nd  that  to  l>e  expended 
ill  the  territorial  acquisition.  Having  practiced  the  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory for  nearly  sixty  years,  the  question  of  constitutiotial  powder  to  do  so 
is  no  longer  an  oi>en  oi^e  with  us.  The  jxiwer  %vas  tiuestioned  at  first  by 
Mr.  Jefferstjn,  who,  however,  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  yielded  his 
scruples  on  the  plea  of  great  expediency.  If  it  be  said  that  the  only 
legitimate  olqect  of  acquiring  territory  is  to  furnish  homes  for  white  men, 
tliis  measure  effects  that  object,  for  tlie  enngration  of  colored  men  leaves 
additional  room  for  white  men  remaining  or  coming  here,  Mr,  Jefferson, 
however,  placed  the  inqnirtance  of  prf>curing  Louisiana  more  on  jx^litical 
and  commercial  grounds  than  on  providing  room  for  population. 

On  this  whole  proposition » including  the  appropriation  of  money  with 
the  acquisition  of  territor\\  does  not  the  expediency  amount  to  abso- 
lute  necessity^ — that  without  which  the  Government  itself  can  not  l)e 
perpetuated  ? 

The  war  continues.  In  considering  the  policy  to  be  adopted  for  sup- 
pressing the  insurrection  I  have  been  anxious  and  careful  that  the  inev- 
itable conflict  for  this  purpose  shall  not  degenerate  into  a  %nolent  and 
remorseless  revolutionary  struggle,  I  have  therefore  in  every  case 
thought  it  proper  to  keep  the  integrity  of  th^  Union  prominent  as  the 
primary'  object  of  the  contest  on  our  part,  leaving  all  questions  which 
are  not  of  vital  militar}'  importance  to  the  more  deliberate  action  of  the 
Legislature. 

In  the  exercise  of  m^^  best  discretion  I  have  adhered  to  the  blockade  of 
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tlie  ports  held  by  the  insurgents,  instead  of  putting  in  force  by  proclama- 
tion the  law  of  Congress  enacted  at  the  late  session  for  closing  those 
ports. 

So  also,  olieying  the  dictates  of  prudence,  as  well  as  the  obligations  of 
law»  instead  of  transcendnig  I  have  adhered  to  the  act  of  Congress  to  con- 
iiscate  proi>erty  used  for  insurrectionary  purposes.  If  a  new  law  upon 
the  same  suljject  shiill  be  proposed,  its  propriety  will  be  duly  ctjusidered, 
Tlie  Union  nnist  be  preserv^ed,  and  hence  all  indis|>ensable  means  must 
l>e  employeth  We  should  not  Ixr  in  haste  to  determine  that  radical  and 
extreme  measures,  which  may  reach  the  loyal  as  well  as  the  disloyal,  are 
indispensable. 

The  inaugural  address  at  the  beginning  of  the  Administration  and  the 
messii^c  to  Congress  at  the  late  sjiecial  session  were  both  mainly  deynted 
to  the  domestic  controversy  out  of  which  the  insurrection  and  consequent 
war  have  sprung.  Nothing  now  occurs  to  add  or  subtract  to  or  from  the 
principles  or  general  purposes  stated  and  expressed  in  those  documents. 

The  last  ray  of  hope  for  preserving  the  Union  jxaceably  expired  at  the 
assault  upon  Fort  Sumter,  and  a  general  review  of  wliat  lias  occurred 
since  may  not  l:>e  unprofitable.  What  was  painfully  uncertain  then  is 
nuicb  lietter  defined  and  more  distinct  now,  and  the  ]irogress  i>f  events 
is  plainly  in  the  right  direction.  The  insurgents  conlidently  claimed  a 
strong  supjK>rt  from  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  the  friends  of 
the  Union  were  not  free  from  apprehension  on  the  point.  This,  how- 
ever, w^as  soon  settled  definitely,  and  on  the  right  side.  South  of  the  line 
noble  little  Delaware  led  oft  right  from  the  first.  Maryland  wa^s  made 
to  st'vm  against  the  Union.  Our  .soldiers  were  assaulted,  bridges  were 
burned,  and  railroads  torn  up  within  her  limits,  and  we  were  many  days 
at  one  time  without  the  ability  to  bring  a  single  regiment  over  her  soil 
to  the  capital.  Now  her  bridges  and  railroads  are  repaired  and  ofyeii  to 
the  Government;  she  akeady  gives  seven  regiments  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  and  none  to  tlie  enemy;  and  her  j>eople,  at  a  rej^jular  election, 
have  sustained  the  Union  by  a  larger  majority  and  a  larger  aggregate 
vote  than  they  ever  before  gave  to  any  canditlate  or  any  question.  Ken- 
tucky, t<x>,  for  some  time  in  doubt,  is  now  decidedly  and,  I  think,  un- 
changeably ranged  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  Missouri  is  comparatively 
quiet,  and,  I  Ijelieve,  can  not  again  be  overrun  by  the  insurrectionists. 
These  three  States  of  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Misstjuri,  neither  of 
which  would  promise  a  single  soldier  at  first,  have  now  an  aggregate 
of  not  less  than  40,000  in  the  field  for  the  Union,  while  of  their  citizens 
certainly  not  more  than  a  third  of  that  number,  and  they  of  donbtful 
whereabouts  and  doubtful  existence,  are  in  arms  against  us.  After  a 
somewhat  bloody  struggle  of  months^  winter  closes  on  the  Union  people 
of  w^estcni  Virginia,  leaving  them  masters  of  their  own  country. 

An  insurgent  force  of  about  i,5(X),  for  months  dominating  the  narrow 
peninsular  region  constituting  the  counties  of  Accomac  and  Northampton, 
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and  known  as  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  together  with  some  contiguous 
parts  of  Mar>'land,  have  laid  down  their  arms,  and  the  people  there  have 
renewed  their  allegiance  to  and  accepted  the  protection  of  the  old  flag. 
This  leaves  no  tinned  insurrectionist  north  of  the  Potomac  or  east  of  the 
Chesai>eake, 

ALsf>  we  have  obtained  a  footing  at  each  of  the  isolated  points  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Hatteras,  Purt  Royal,  Tyliee  Island  (near  vSavannah), 
and  Ship  Island;  and  we  likewise  have  some  j^eneral  accounts  of  popular 
movements  in  Ijelialf  of  the  TTnion  in  Nortli  Carolina  and  Tennessee. 

These  things  demonstrate  that  the  cause  of  the  Union  is  advancing 
steadily  and  certainly  southward. 

Since  your  last  adjournment  Lieutenant^General  Scott  has  retired  from 
the  head  of  the  Army.  During  his  long  life  the  nation  h;is  not  been 
unmindful  of  his  merit;  yet  on  calling  to  mind  how  faithfully,  ably,  and 
brilliantly  he  has  sensed  the  country,  from  a  time  far  back  in  our  history, 
when  few  of  the  now  li\'ing  had  V>een  born,  and  thenceforward  contin- 
ually, I  can  not  but  think  we  are  still  his  debtors,  I  submit,  therefore, 
for  your  consideration  what  further  mark  of  recognition  is  due  to  him, 
and  to  ourselves  a,s  a  grateful  i>enple. 

With  the  retirement  of  General  Scott  came  the  Executive  duty  of 
appointing  in  his  stead  a  General  in  Chief  of  the  Army.  It  is  a  fortunate 
circumstance  that  neither  in  council  nor  cotmtr>^  was  there,  so  far  as  I 
know,  any  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  proper  person  to  be  selected. 
The  retiring  chief  repeatedly  expressed  his  judgment  in  favor  of  Geueml 
McClellan  for  the  position,  and  in  this  the  nation  seemed  to  give  a 
unanimous  concurrence.  The  designation  of  General  McClellan  is  there- 
fore in  considerable  degree  the  selection  of  the  country  as  well  as  of  the 
Kxecutiv^e.  and  hence  there  is  l>etter  reason  to  hoj>e  there  will  Ijc  given 
him  the  confidence  and  cordial  support  thus  by  fair  implication  promised. 
and  without  whicli  he  can  not  with  so  full  efficiency"  serve  the  country. 

It  has  licen  said  that  one  bad  general  is  lietter  than  two  good  ones, 
and  the  saying  is  true  if  taken  to  mean  no  more  than  that  an  army  is 
better  directed  by  a  single  mind,  though  inferior,  than  by  two  superior 
ones  at  variance  and  cross- purposes  with  each  other. 

And  the  saute  is  true  in  all  joint  operations  wherein  those  engaged  ai/i 
have  none  but  a  common  end  in  view  and  ran  diffca:  only  as  to  the  choice 
of  means.  In  a  storm  at  sea  no  one  on  board  mn  wish  the  ship  to  sink, 
and  yet  not  unfrcquently  all  go  down  together  because  t.M^  tn  ntv  utH 
direct  and  no  single  mind  can  l>e  allowed  to  conirol. 
\  It  continues  to  develop  that  the  insurrection  is  largely,  is  not  exclu- 
sively, a  war  upon  the  first  principle  of  popular  government — the  rights 
of  the  people.  Conclusive  evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the  most  grave 
and  maturely  considered  public  doaiment^,  as  well  as  in  the  geueml  tone 
of  the  instrrgents.  In  those  dmnmients  we  find  the  abridgment  of  the 
existing  right  of  suffrage  and  the  denial  to  the  people  of  ail  n%\x%  to 
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participate  in  the  selection  of  piil)lic  officers  except  the  legrislative  holdly 
advocated,  w-ith  labored  art^Liments  to  prove  that  large  control  of  the 
people  iit  government  is  the  source  of  all  political  e\'il.  Monarch^^  itself 
is  sometimes  hinted  at  as  a  jK>ssible  refuge  from  the  ix)wer  of  the  |>ec:>ple. 

In  my  present  |x>sition  I  could  scarcely  l)e  justified  were  I  to  omit  rais- 
ing; a  warning  voice  against  this  approach  of  returning  despotism. 

It  is  not  needed  nor  fitting  here  that  a  general  argument  should  he 
made  in  favnr  of  popular  institutions,  but  there  is  one  point,  with  its 
connections,  not  so  hackne>'ed  as  most  others,  to  which  I  ask  a  brief 
attention.  It  is  the  effort  to  place  capital  on  an  equal  ftx>ting  with*  if  not 
above,  labor  in  the  structure  of  gov^eniment.  It  is  assumed  that  labor  is 
available  only  in  connection  with  capital;  that  nobody  labors  unless  some- 
iKxly  else,  owiiing  cafiital,  somehow  by  the  use  of  it  induces  liim  to  la!>or. 
This  assumed,  it  is  next  considered  whether  it  is  t)est  that  capital  shall 
hire  laljorers,  and  thus  induce  them  to  work  b\-  their  own  cotisent,  or  buy 
them  and  drive  them  to  it  without  their  consent.  Having  proceeded  st) 
far,  it  is  naturally  concluded  that  all  laborers  are  either  hired  lalx>rers  or 
what  we  call  slaves.  And  further,  it  is  assumed  that  \vhoever  is  once  a 
hired  laborer  is  fixed  in  that  condition  for  life. 

Now  there  is  no  such  relation  Ijetween  capital  and  labor  as  assumed, 
nor  is  there  an\  such  thing  as  a  free  man  l)eing  fixed  for  life  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  hired  lalx>rer.  Both  these  assiunptions  are  false,  and  all  infer* 
ences  from  them  are  groundless. 

Labor  is  prior  to  and  independent  of  capital.  Capital  is  only  the  fruit 
f>f  labor,  and  conld  never  have  existed  if  lalKir  liad  not  first  existed, 
I^ljor  is  the  suf)erior  of  capital,  and  deserves  nmch  the  higher  considera- 
tion. Capital  has  its  rights,  which  are  as  worthy  of  protection  as  any 
other  rights.  Nor  is  it  denied  that  there  is.  and  probably  always  will  l>e, 
a  relation  between  lalKjr  and  capital  protlucing  mntual  iK-nelits,  The 
error  is  in  assuming  that  the  w^hole  labor  of  community  exists  within  that 
relation,  A  few  men  own  capital,  and  that  few  avoid  labor  themselves, 
and  with  their  capital  hire  or  buy  another  few  to  labor  for  them.  A  large 
majority  Ijelong  to  neither  class — neither  work  for  others  nor  have  others 
working  for  them.  In  most  of  the  Southern  States  a  majority  of  the  wliole 
lieople  of  all  colors  are  neither  slaves  nor  masters,  while  in  the  Northern 
a  large  majority  are  neither  hirers  nor  hired.  Men,  with  their  families- 
wives,  sous,  and  daughters— work  for  themselves  on  their  farms,  in  their 
houses,  and  in  their  shops,  taking  the  whole  product  to  themselves,  and 
asking  no  favors  of  capital  on  the  one  liand  nor  of  hired  lalx)rers  or  slaves 
en  the  other.  It  is  not  forgotteti  that  a  considerable  number  of  persons 
mingle  their  own  labor  with  capital;  that  is,  they  labor  with  their  own 
hands  and  also  buy  or  hire  others  to  labor  for  them;  but  this  is  only  a 
mixed  and  not  a  distitict  class.  No  principle  stated  is  disturbed  by  the 
existence  of  this  mixed  class. 

Again,  as  has  already  been  said,  there  is  not  of  necessity  any  such  thing 
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as  the  free  hired  laborer  being  fixed  to  that  condition  for  life.  Many  inde- 
petident  men  ever>' where  in  these  States  a  few  j^ears  back  in  their  lives 
were  hired  laborers.  The  prudent,  i>enniless  beginner  in  the  world  labors 
for  wages  awiiile,  saves  a  surplus  with  which  to  buy  tools  or  land  for 
himself,  then  labors  on  his  own  account  another  while,  and  at  length  hires 
another  new  l^eginner  in  lielp  him.  This  is  the  just  and  generous  and 
prosperous  system  which  o|>ens  the  way  to  all,  gives  ho]>e  to  alb  and  conse- 
quent energy  and  progress  and  improvement  of  cc^ndition  to  alL  No  men 
hvnngare  more  worthy  to  Ix-  trust eil  than  those  who  toil  up  from  ixwcrty; 
none  less  inchned  to  take  or  touch  aught  which  they  have  not  honestly 
earned.  Let  them  l>eware  of  surrendering  a  pL*litical  power  which  they 
already  possess,  and  which  if  surrendered  will  surely  l)e  used  to  close  the 
door  of  advancement  against  such  as  they  and  to  fix  n^w  disabilities  and 
bnrdens  upon  them  till  all  of  liberty  shall  be  lost. 

From  the  hrst  taking  of  our  national  census  to  tlie  last  are  seventy  years, 
and  we  find  our  population  at  the  end  of  the  i>eriod  eight  tinges  as  great  as 
it  was  at  the  begitniing.  The  increase  of  those  other  things  wliich  men 
deem  desirable  has  Ix^en  even  greater.  We  thus  ha\'e  at  one  view  wliat 
the  ]>opular  principle,  ap[vlied  to  Govennnent  througli  tlie  machinery  of  the 
Stales  and  the  Union,  has  produced  in  a  given  time,  and  also  what  if  firmly 
maintained  it  promises  for  the  future.  There  are  already  among  us  those 
who  if  the  Union  Ik*  preserved  will  live  to  see  it  contain  250,000,000.  The 
struggle  ^/to-day  is  not  altogether  A?r  to-day;  it  is  for  a  vast  future  also. 
With  a  reliance  on  Providence  all  the  more  firm  and  earnest,  let  us  proceed 
in  the  great  task  which  events  have  devolved  upon  us. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


1 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

W\'\shiN(;ton,  December  /,  iSfir, 
71?  ihe  House  of  Represeniaiivcs: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State,  in  reply 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  ^rst  July  last, 
upon  the  subject  of  increasing  and  extending  trade  and  connnerce  of 
the  United  States  with  foreign  countries, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  /,  i86r, 
Ta  Ihe  House  of  Represenlaiives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply  to 
the  resohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  13th  July  last, 
in  relation  to  the  correspondence  between  this  Government  and  foreign 
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nations  respectinj^  the  rights  of  blockade^  privateering,  and  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Wash  i  xt  ;tun  ,  December  5,  1S6 1 , 
I  ike  Senute  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  coiisideralinn  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Hanover,  concerning  the  al>olition  of  the  Stade  or  Brunshausen 
dues,  signed  at  Berlin  011  the  6th  November,  1861, 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

Washington,  December  $?,  1861, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

1  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply  to 
tlic  resohition  of  the  Honse  of  the  4th  instant,  relative  to  the  intervention 
of  certain  European  powers  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

ABRAHAI^t   LINCOLN. 


ExECUTivK  Mansion, 
Washington,  December  /./,  fS6i. 
7i7  tftc  Senate  of  the  I  ^nited  States: 

hi  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  * '  that  the 
President  l>e  requested  to  furnish  to  the  Senate  copies  of  llie  charges, 
testimony »  and  finding  o(  the  recent  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  Colonel 
Dixun  S,  Miles,  of  the  United  States  Army/'  T  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  the  copies  desired,  which  have  1>een  procured  from  the  War 


Department. 


ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  /6,  f86T. 
To  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
the  amendments  introduced  by  the  Constituent  National  Assemhly  of 
Bolivia  in  its  decree  of  ratification  into  the  treaty  of  peace,  friendship, 
cojumerce,  and  navigation  conchided  with  that  Republic  fjn  the  13th  of 
May»  1H5.S,  an  official  translation  of  w^liich  decree  accompanies  this  mes- 
sage, w4th  the  original  treaty.  As  the  lime  within  which  the  exchange 
of  ratifications  should  be  effected  is  limited,  I  recommend,  in  view  of 
the  delay  wdiicli  must  necessarily  occur  and  the  difficulty  of  reaching  the 
seat  of  Government  of  that  Republic,  that  the  time  within  which  such 
exchange  shall  take  place  be  extended  in  the  following  terms:  **  Within 
such  period  as  may  be  mutually  convenient  to  both  Governments/' 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  December  ij,  iS6i, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  trausmit  to  the  Senate  aud  House  of  Representatives  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Secretar>*  of  State,  Secretary  of  War,  and 
the  governor  of  the  State  of  Maine  on  the  snbject  of  the  fortification 
of  the  seacoast  and  Lakes.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  Decern l^r  ij,  iS6i. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  advice,  a  copy  of  a  draft  for  a  conven- 
tion with  the  Republic  of  Mexico^  proposed  to  the  Government  of  that 
RepubHc  by  Mr.  Corwin,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  accredited  to 
that  Govenmient,  together  with  the  correspondence  relating  to  it. 

As  the  subject  is  of  momentous  interest  to  the  two  Governments  at  this 
juncture,  the  early  consideration  of  it  by  the  Senate  is  very  desirable. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

W^AShtngton,  December  20,  /S6r, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  commission  appointed  to  represent  the  interests  of  those 
American  citizens  who  may  desire  to  become  exhibitors  at  the  industrial 
exhibition  to  be  held  in  Tendon  in  1862,  and  a  memorial  of  that  com- 
mission, with  a  report  of  the  executive  committee  thereof  and  copies  of 
circulars  announcing  the  decisions  of  Her  Majesty*s  commissioners  in 
London,  giving  directions  to  be  oliserved  in  regard  to  articles  intended 
for  exhibition,  and  also  of  circular  fonns  of  application,  demands  for 
space,  appro%'als,  etc.,  according  to  the  rules  prescnU*!  bv  the  British 
CO  nun  issi  oners. 

As  these  papers  fully  set  forth  the  requirements  necLSsary  to  enable 
those  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  wish  to  become  exhibitors 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  exhibition,  I  commend  them  to 
your  early  consideration,  especially  in  view  of  the  near  approach  of  the 
time  when  the  exhibition  will  begin. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  23.  rS'^' 
To  the  Hmae  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  13th  July  last,  requesting  infonnation  respecting  the  Asiatic  cooly 
trade,  I  transmit  a  report  from  Uic  Sea*eUir>'  of  State,  with  the  documents 
which  accom,«niecl  it.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  Ihrcmber  jo,  iS6/. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  authorities  of  Great  Britain  and  France  on 
llie  subject  of  the  recent  removal  of  certain  citizens^  of  tlie  United  States 
from  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent  l>y  order  of  Captain  Wilkes,  in  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  war  steamer  San  Jaeinto. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  y^/ii/ari'  2,  1862, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretarj-  of  State  from 
James  R.  Partridge,  secretary  to  the  execntive  committee  to  the  indns- 
trial  exhibition  to  be  held  in  I^^ndon  in  the  course  of  tlie  present  year, 
and  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  to  which  it  refers,  relative  to  a  vessel 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  articles  as  persons  in  this  country  may 
wish  to  exhibit  on  that  occasion.  As  it  appears  that  no  naval  vessel  can 
be  sjjared  for  the  purix)se,  I  reconiinend  that  authority  be  given  to  char- 
ter a  suitable  merchant  vessel,  in  order  that  facilities  similar  to  those 
afforded  by  the  Government  for  the  exhibition  of  1851  may  also  Jje 
extended  to  those  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  desire  to  con- 
tribute to  the  exliibition  of  this  year. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C.January  j,  1S62, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  LMied  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  acticm  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  on  the  15th  November,  1861,  l>etween  William  W.  Ross, 
agent  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  chiefs  and  lieadnien  of 
the  tribe  of  Pottawatomie  Indians,  wnth  accompanying  comnm ideations 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
the  latter  of  which  proposes  certain  modifications  of  said  treaty,  which 
are  also  referred  for  the  cousi deration  of  the  Senate. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington, /a//7y^i/T  10,  1S62. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transunt  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instriiction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria  accredited  to  this  Govenunent, 
and  a  copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  rela- 
tive to  the  questions  involved  in  the  taking  from  the  British  steamer 

*  rr»iiit«  M.  Mttsnn  and  John  Slidcll,  Confcdemte  envoys  to  England  niul  France,  rcsfwctively. 
and  two  olbcm. 
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Trent  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes, 
of  the  United  States  Navy.  This  correspondence  may  be  considered  as 
a  sequel  to  that  previously  communicated  to  Congress  relating  to  the 
same  subject.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /<2«w^zry  iy,i862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  accredited  to  this  Government,  and 
a  copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relating  to 
the  captin-e  and  detention  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  pas- 
sengers on  board  the  British  steamer  Trent,  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes, 
of  the  United  States  Navy.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  Q.,fanuary  77,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  a  petition  of 
certain  members  of  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  of  Indians,  complaining  of  the 
treaty  made  by  W.  W.  Ross  on  the  15th  November  last  with  that  tribe, 
which  treaty  w^as  laid  before  the  Senate  for  its  constitutional  action  in 
my  communication  to  that  body  dated  the  6th  [3d]  instant. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  inclos- 
ing a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  dated  the  i5tli  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  subject,  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  Q,.,fanuary,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  articles 
of  agreement  and  convention  concluded  at  Niobrara,  Nebraska  Territory, 
on  the  14th  day  of  November,  i860,  between  J.  Shaw  Gregory,  agent  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Poncas 
tribe  of  Indians,  being  supplementary  to  the  treaty  with  said  tribe  made 
on  the  1 2th  day  of  March,  1858. 

I  also  transmit  a  letter,  dated  the  4th  instant,  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Connnissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  of  the  20th  September,  1861,  in  relation  to  the  vSubject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /<aw//ar>^  24.,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  submit  to  Congress  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Spanish  minister,  and  the  Secretary  of 
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ihe  Navy,  concerning  the  case  of  the  l>ark  l^ovidencia,  a  Spanish  vessel 
sdzed  on  her  voyage  from  Havana  to  New  York  by  a  steamer  of  the 
United  States  Blockading  Squadron  and  subsequently  released.  I  rec- 
ommend the  appropriation  of  the  amount  of  the  award  of  the  referee. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

P  Washington,  yiifiwao'  ^/»  rS62, 

T0  ih€  SenaU  0/ ike  Unitid  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate  a  dispatch  which  has  just  l)een  received  from 
Mr.  Cor%vin,  our  minister  to  Mexico.  It  communicates  important  infor- 
mation concerning  the  war  which  is  waged  against  Mexico  by  the  com- 
bined j^Kjwers  of  vSpain,  France »  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Corwin  asks  instnictions  l)y  which  to  regulate  his  proceedings  so 
as  to  save  our  national  1  interests  in  the  case  of  nn  adjustment  of  the  diffi- 
culties  between  the  l^lligerents.  I  liave  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
Senate  a  request  for  its  advice  U|>on  the  question  pending  b\'  treaty  for 
making  a  loan  to  Mexico,  which  Mr.  Corwin  thinks  will  in  any  case  be 
expedient.  It  seems  to  be  my  duty  now  to  8<3licit  an  early  action  of  the 
Senate  u|Km  the  subject,  to  the  end  that  I  may  cause  such  instructions 
lo  l>e  given  to  Mr,  Corwin  as  will  enable  him  to  act  in  the  manner  which, 
while  it  will  most  carefully  guard  the  interests  of  our  comitry,  will  at  the 
same  time  l)e  most  lieneficial  to  Mexico. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

^  Washington,  yi?#«iM!rv  zS,  1S62, 

To  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  \iew  to  ratification, 
a  treaty  of  extradition  concluded  l)y  Mr.  Corwin  \\\\\\  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment on  the  nth  of  Decern h)er  last. 

I  also  sul>mit  a  postal  convention  Ci included  by  that  gentleman  at  the 
same  time,  and  a  copy  of  his  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  the  same  month 
explanator>'  of  tlie  provisions  of  both  these  instruments,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  nonratification  by  Mexico  c^f  the  postal  convention  concluded  in 
this  city  on  the  31st  of  July  last  and  approved  by  the  Senate  on  the  6th 
of  August. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  i*ostmaster-tieneral  to  the  Secretarv^  of 
State  in  relation  to  Mr,  Corwin *s  postal  convention  is  also  herewith  com- 
nttuiicated.  The  advice  of  the  Senate  as  to  the  expediency  of  accepting 
that  itinveution  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  of  the  51st  of  July  last  is 
recjuested.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

^^  Washington, /awwafT  J/,  1S62, 

^t9  ihr  Sena  if  (rna  jji^'ft^r  r,f  fK(j-^fi  ^(  rfiatiites: 

'      As  a  ?%equcl  to  the  cxirresj>ondence  on  the  subject  previously  communi- 
cated, I  tTamuuit  to  Congress  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  20th  ultimo 
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from  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  niiiiister  at  Lotidon,  to  the  Secretary'  of 
State,  and  a  copy  of  an  iiislructioii  from  Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the 
loth  instant,  relative  to  the  removal  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  tlie  British  mail  steamer  Trent  by  order  of  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  war  steamer  San  Jacinio. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

Washington  Citv,  Fcbruarv  /,  1S62. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States: 

The  third  section  of  the  "Act  fiirtlicr  to  promote  the  efhciency  of  the 
Navy/'  approved  December  21,  i86i,  provides^ — 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
S^natt",  shall  have  the  nuUH>nly  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy  for  Uie 
command  f)f  scjuadrons  antl  single  ships  such  officers  as  he  may  believe  that  the  j^ooil 
of  the  senice  reqiurevS  to  l>e  thus  placed  in  coniiiiaiirl;  and  sucli  officers  may,  if  njxjti 
the  reconmicndatioii  of  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Coiiji^ess  for  their  sendees  and  gallantry  in  action  against  an  enemy,  lie 
restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  confarmity  with  this  law,  Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  of  the  Navy, 
was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  continuance  as  the  flag-officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  stiuadron  wliich  recently  rendered  stich  iinportairt  service 
to  the  Union  in  tlnj  expedition  to  the  coast  of  Sonth  Carolina. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  wonld  more  fully  c<^>rre- 
spoud  with  the  ijitention  of  the  law  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy  influ- 
ence as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Sanmel  F,  Dti 
Pont  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and  gallantry 
displayed  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  commanding 
the  entrance  of  Fort  Royal  Harbor^  on  the  7th  of  November,  1861, 

ABRAHAM   IJNCOLK 

Washington,  February  y,  j,S62, 
To  the  Senate  of  t tie  Ihiited  States: 

In  answer  to  the  rest>lution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  a 
communication  of  any  recent  correspondence  relating  to  the  presentation 
of  American  citizens  to  the  Court  of  France,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch of  the  14th  tillinio  from  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris  to  the 
Secretan^  of  State  and  of  au  instruction  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton  of 
the  3d  histaut.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


WashiN(;Tc3N,  February  12,  1862, 

>  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  special  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  His  Majes^ty  the  King  of  Hanover  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Stade  dues,  which  was  signed  at  Berhn  on  the  6th  of  November  last.    In 


Abraham  Lincoln 


this  treaty,  already  approved  by  the  Senate  and  rati  lied  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  sums  specified  lu  Articles  III  and 
IV  to  be  paid  to  the  Hanoverian  Government  shall  be  paid  at  Berlin  on 
the  day  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications.  I  therefore  recommend  that 
seasonable  provision  be  made  to  enable  the  Executive  lc»  carr>'  this  stipti- 
lation  into  effect.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington  City,  Febntaty  /j,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

Tlie  third  section  of  the  '  *  Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
Na\^\**  approved  December  21,  1861,  provides — 

That  the  President  of  tlie  Unitetl  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  have  the  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy  for  the 
command  of  s(|uadrons  and  single  ships  such  officers  as  he  ttia\'^ believe  that  the  goo<l 
of  the  sen  ice  requires  to  be  thus  placed  in  command;  and  such  officers  may»  if  up<m 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gallantr\^  in  action  against  an  eneniVi  be 
restored  to  the  active  Hst,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law,  Captain  Louis  M.  Goldslxiroiigh,  of  the 
Nav^y,  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  continuance  as  the  flag-officer  in 
command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  wliich  recently 
rendered  such  important  sen*ice  to  the  Union  in  the  exj>edition  to  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina, 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  cor- 
l-respond  with  the  intention  of  the  law  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
ifluence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  lliat  Captain  Louis  M. 
Gohlslwroiigh  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  combined  attack  of  the  forces  commanded  by 
him  and  Brigadier- General  Buniside  in  the  captin-e  of  Roanoke  Island 
and  the  destrtiction  of  rebel  gtniboats  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  loth  of  Feb- 
ruary. 1862.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  21, 1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives:  ^ 

The  rresident  of  the  United  States  was  last  evening  plunged  into  afflic- 
tion  by  the  death  of  a  beloved  child.  The  heads  of  the  Departments,  in 
consideration  of  this  distressing  event,  have  thought  it  would  be  agree- 
able  to  Congress  and  to  the  American  people  that  the  official  and  private 
buildings  occupied  by  them  should  not  be  illumiuated  in  the  evening  of 
the  22d  instant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

S,  P.  CHASK. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
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CALEB  B,  SMITH. 
M.  BLAIR. 
EDWARD  BATES. 
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Washington,  February  ^5,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  an  instruction  from  Prince  Gortchakoff 
to  Mr.  De  Stoeckl,  the  minister  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  accredited  to  this  Government,  and  of  a  note  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  latter,  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  the  question  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  growing  out  of  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain of  our  citizens  from  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent  by  order  of  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  war  steamer  Sari  fadnto, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  26, 1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

In  transmitting  to  Congress  the  accompanying  copy  of  two  letters, 
bearing  date  the  14th  of  February,  1861,  from  His  Majesty  the  Major 
King  of  Siam  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Presi- 
dent's answer  thereto,  I  submit  for  their  consideration  the  question  as  to 
the  proper  place  of  deposit  of  the  gifts  received  with  the  royal  letters 
referred  to.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  ^7,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  has  advised  me  that  while  he  would  cheer- 
fully accept  a  commission  as  additional  minister  to  Mexico,  with  a  view 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  of  peace,  yet  his  infirm- 
ities are  such  that  he  could  not  be  able  to  reach  the  capital  of  that  coun- 
try by  any  existing  mode  of  travel,  and  he  therefore  deems  it  his  duty  to 
decline  the  important  mission  I  had  proposed  for  him.  For  this  reason 
I  withdraw  the  nomination  in  this  respect  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
Senate.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  nomination  was  made 
without  any  knowledge  of  it  on  his  part. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  March  j,  1862, 
To  the  Se?tate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
from  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Lisbon,  concerning  re- 
cent measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Government  of  Portugal 
intended  to  encourage  the  growth  and  to  enlarge  the  area  of  the  culture 
of  cotton  in  its  African  possessions.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  March  j,  1S62. 
To  (he  Sen^ttc  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  accredited  to  this  Government,  and  a 
copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relating  to 
tlie  settlement  of  the  question  arising  out  of  the  capture  and  detention 
of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  passengers  on  board  the  British 
steamer  Trent,  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  March  j,  1H62, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transnjit  to  the  Senate  a  translation  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  1st  instant  by  General  P.  A.  Herran,  envo}'  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Granadian  Confederation,  wth  a  trans- 
lation of  the  communication  accompanying  that  note  from  the  special  com- 
missioner of  that  Republic,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  special 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  the  26th  ultimo,  under  the  conven- 
tion of  the  loth  Septeml>er,  1857,  setting  forth  the  impracticability  of  dis- 
posing of  the  cases  snlimitted  to  tlie  joint  commission  now  in  session 
under  the  convention  within  the  period  prescribed  therein. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  consent  to  the  extension  of 

time  for days  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  by 

theeonventiou.  ABR.\HAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington  »  A/arch  j,  1862. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  of  ttie  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication-^  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  inclos- 
ing a  report  of  the  Adjutant-General,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  22d  of  January,  1862. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  March  5,  1S62, 
To  the  Senate  of  tlte  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  copy  of  a  message  ad- 
dressed to  that  body  by  my  immediate  predecesst>r  on  the  12th  February', 
1861,  relating  to  the  award  made  by  the  joint  commission  under  the  con- 
vention  between  the  United  States  and  Paraguay  of  the  4th  February, 
1859,  together  with  the  original  ' '  journal  of  the  proceedings"  of  the  com- 
mission and  a  printed  copy  of  the  "statements  and  arguments — ^and  for_ 

^RelBtiag  lo  &Mignmeiitof  oflicen  of  tbc  Amiy  to  duty. 
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\\\i'  kejjuhlic,"  and  request  the  advice  of  the  Senate  as  to  the  final  acqui- 
i'H'iWii-  in  or  rejection  of  the  award  of  the  commissioner  by  the  Govem- 
iiirnt  of  the  United  States.  As  the  "  journal''  is  an  original  document, 
l><rl:iiniii^  to  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State,  it  is  proper,  when 
\\\i'  S«:ii;ite  shall  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion  on  the  subject,  that  the 
voliiiiM-  Ik:  returned  to  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

March  6,  1862. 
I'tllou'  ('ili::rn^  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

J  n  <  oiiiincnd  the  adoption  of  a  joint  resolution  by  j-our  honorable 
lKKli«->,  vvhirh  shall  be  substantially  as  follows: 

/»'/  .////'///,  That  the  I'liited  States  ought  to  cooperate  with  any  State  which  may 
.i«|ft|ii  ^Mii'liiiil  aU^lishnient  of  slaver}-,  giving  to  such  State  pecuniar>-  aid,  to  be  used 
liy  Ml.  \\  Stat<-.  in  its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  the  inconveniences,  public  and 
|.Mviii<-,  \i\tA\\vi't\  by  such  change  of  system. 

It  tin-  |»roiK)sition  contained  in  the  resolution  does  not  meet  the  approval 
«il  Coii^Mrss  and  the  country,  there  is  the  end:  but  if  it  does  command 
'»in  1 1  .ijiproval,  I  deem  it  of  importance  that  the  States  and  people  imme- 
iliiiltly  interested  should  l>e  at  once  distinctly  notified  of  the  fact,  so  that 
lliiy  iii;iy  lM.-^in  to  consider  whether  to  accept  or  reject  it.  The  Federal 
( fMv<  riiiiKMit  would  find  its  highest  interest  in  such  a  measure,  as  one  of 
1  \\i  iiio^t  cflkient  means  of  self-presers*ation.  The  leaders  of  the  existing 
mMiinttion  entertain  the  hope  that  this  Govenunent  will  ultimately  be 
lull  f«]  to  acknowledge  the  indeix^ndence  of  some  part  of  the  disaffected 
fr^'.ioii,  and  that  all  the  slave  States  north  of  such  part  will  then  say, 
"Till-  l.'nion  for  which  we  have  struggled  l)eing  already  gone,  we  now 
I  hti«»s«-  to  go  with  the  Southern  section."  To  deprive  them  of  this  hope 
ntib^tantially  ends  the  rel)ellion,  and  the  initiation  of  emancipation  com- 
plitily  deprives  them  of  it  as  to  all  the  States  initiating  it.  The  ix)int 
i-i  not  that  all  the  vStates  tolerating  slavery  would  ver>'  scxni.  if  at  all, 
initiate  emancipation:  but  that  while  the  offer  is  e(pially  made  to  all, 
tlir  more  northern  shall  by  such  initiation  make  it  certain  to  the  more 
rMiutheni  that  in  no  event  will  the  fcnner  ever  join  the  latter  in  their  pro- 
posed confederacy.  I  say  "initiation"  Ixxrause,  in  my  judgment,  grad- 
ual and  not  sudden  emancijxition  is  l)etter  for  all.  In  the  mere  financial 
or  i>ecuniary  view  any  memljer  of  Congress  with  the  census  tables  and 
Treasury  rei)orts  before  him  can  readily  see  for  himself  how  ver>'  soon  the 
current  expenditures  of  this  war  would  purchase,  at  fair  valuation,  all  the 
slaves  in  any  named  State.  Such  a  projxjsition  on  the  part  of  the  General 
"iovemment  sets  up  no  claim  of  a  right  by  Federal  authority  to  interfere 

'b  slaverj"  within  State  limits,  referring,  as  it  dcx?s,  the  absolute  control 
e  subject  in  each  case  to  the  State  and  its  |>eople  immediately  inter- 
It  is  proposed  as  a  matter  of  ])erfectly  free  choice  \\ntli  them. 
he  annual  message  last  December  I  thought  fit  to  say  * '  the  Union 
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must  be  preserv^ed,  and  hence  all  indispensalile  nieans  must  l>eemplo3^ed. ' ' 
I  said  this  not  hastily,  but  deliljtrately.  War  has  been  made  and  con- 
tinues to  be  an  indispensable  means  to  this  end.  A  practical  reacknowl- 
edgment  of  the  national  authority  would  render  the  war  unnecessary, 
and  it  would  at  once  cease.  If,  however,  resistance  continues,  the  war 
must  also  continue;  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  all  the  incidents  which 
may  attend  and  all  the  ruin  which  may  follow  it.  Such  as  may  seem 
indispensable  or  may  ohxnousl}^  prcjmise  great  efficiency  toward  ending 
the  struggle  must  and  will  come. 

The  proposition  now  made  (thougli  an  offer  only),  I  hope  it  may  be 
esteemed  no  offense  to  ask  whether  the  pecuniary  consideration  tendered 
would  not  hit  of  more  value  to  the  States  and  private  persons  concerned 
than  are  the  institution  and  proi^erty  in  it  in  the  present  aspect  of  affairs. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  resolution  would  be 
merely  initiator>%  and  not  within  itself  a  practical  measure,  it  is  recom- 
mended  in  the  hope  that  it  would  soon  lead  to  important  practical  results. 
In  full  view  of  my  great  resp<.>nsibility  to  m}'  God  and  to  my  country,  I 
earnestly  beg  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  people  to  the  subject. 

ABRAHAM  T.INCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Afareh  7,  1862. 
Ta  the  Senate  of  tlu  United  States: 

I  transmit  hcrtwitb,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate  thereon, 
a  treaty  conchided  at  Paola,  Kans. ,  on  the  i8th  day  of  August,  between 
Seth  Clover,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
delegates  of  the  united  tribes  of  Kaskaskia  and  Peoria,  Piankeshaw, 
and  Wea  Indians. 

I  also  transmit  a  conununication  of  the  SecTetar>^  of  the  Interior  of  the 
6th  instant  and  accompanying  papers  from  the  Acting  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  March  12,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  res<^^>lution  of  the  Senate  of  the  iith  instant, 
requesting  "a  copy  of  any  correspondence  on  tbe  records  or  files  of  the 
Department  of  State  in  regard  to  railway  systems  in  Europe/"  I  trans- 
mit a  rep<irt  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was 
accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington.  March  //,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  reference  to  my  recent  message  on  the  subject  of  claims  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  on  the  Government  of  Pamgua3%  I  trans 


7b 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


copy  of  three  memorials  of  tlie  ciaimants  and  of  their  closing  argxmieiits 
in  the  case,  together  with  extracts  from  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Bowlin^  the 
late  commissioner  of  the  United  States  to  tliat  country.  These  extracts 
show  that  President  Lopez  offered  and  expected  to  pay  a  large  sum  of 
money  as  a  compromise  of  the  claims. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


Washington,  March  14,  1862. 
To  the  Saiate  and  House  of  Reprcscniaiives: 

I  submit  to  Congress  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Danish  charg^  d'affaires,  and  the  Sec- 
retar>^  of  the  Navy»  concerning  the  case  of  the  h2Lx\L  forgai  Lorcntzen ,  a 
Danish  vessel  seized  on  her  voyage  from  Rio  Janeiro  to  Havana  by  the 
United  States  ship  Morning  Light  and  suljsequently  released.  I  recom- 
mend the  appropriation  of  the  amuunt  of  the  award  of  the  referees, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington  City,  March  20,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniatives: 

The  third  section  of  the  '*Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  tlie 
Navy, ' '  approved  December  21, 1 86 1 ,  provides — 

That  the  FYcsidetit  of  the  I  11  i ted  States,  hy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  have  tlie  anthority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy  for  the 
cotnniiuid  cjf  squadrons  iin* I  single  ships  such  officers  as  he  may  believe  thiit  the  j^^txid 
of  the  senice  requires  to  be  thus  placed  ill  command;  and  such  ot'Gcers  may,  if  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gallantry  in  action  against  an  enemy,  be 
restored  to  the  active  list»  and  not  otherwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law,  Captain  Samuel  F.  Dti  Pont,  of  the  Na%^y, 
was  noniiiiated  to  the  Senate  for  continuance  as  the  flag-officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  squadron  which  recently  rendered  such  important  service  to 
the  Union  in  the  expedition  to  tlie  coasts  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  Fkjrida, 

Behe\  ing:  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  w^ould  more  fully  cor- 
respond with  the  intention  of  the  law  or  lie  more  pregnant  wnth  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  rec<mnnend  that  Captain  Samuel  F. 
Du  Font  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  sen-ice  and  gal- 
lantry displayed  in  the  capture  since  the  2ist  Decemlier,  1861,  of  variotis 
points  on  the  coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  particularly  Brunswick, 
Cumljerland  Island  and  Soiuid,  Amelia  Island,  the  towns  of  St.  Marys, 
St.  Augustine,  and  Jacksonville  and  Fernandina, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  March  26,  1S62, 
To  the  Saiaie  and  House  0/  Representatives : 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication*  of  the  21st  of  December  last 
addressed  to  the  Secretar\^  of  State  by  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Nevada,  and  commend  to  the  particular  attention  of  Congress  those  parts  ^ 
of  it  which  show  that  further  legislation  is  desiralile  for  the  public  wel-1 
fare  in  that  quarter.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI^N. 

Washington,  March  ji,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  tht  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  of  commerce  and  na\ngation  l:)etween  the  United  States 
and  the  Ottoman  Empire,  signed  at  Constantinople  on  the  25tli  of  last 
month.  Extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  same  date,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  treaty,  from  Mr.  Morris,  the  United  States  minister  at  Constantino- 
ple, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  are  also  herewith  comnumicated. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications  is  to  take  place 
within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  instrument.  This  renders 
it  desirable  that  the  Senate  should  decide  in  regard  to  it  as  soon  as 
this  may  l>e  convenient,  for  if  that  decision  l^e  favorable  the  ratifications 
of  this  Government  nuist  reach  Constantinople  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
the  three  months  adverted  to.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  April  s,  ^862. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives  of 
yesterday,  requesting  any  information  whicli  may  have  jjeen  received  at 
the  De^iartment  of  State  showing  the  system  of  revenue  and  finance  now 
existing  in  any  foreign  couutrv,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  recent  dispatch 
from  Mr,  Pike,  the  United  States  minister  at  Tlie  Hague.  This  is  un- 
derstood to  })e  the  only  information  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution 
recently  received  which  has  not  lxx*n  niade  puljlic. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  April  10,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade*  A  copy  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Secretar>'  of  State  and  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty 
is  alao  herewith  transmitted.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  Containing  w  narmliveof  indclenUpriiitliiitig  If*  the?  government  of  the  Tcrrilon'^of  Ncvr 
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^^  Trcfii  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes, 

^^fe  of  the  United  States  Navy.     This  correspondence  may  be  considered  as 

^^  a  sequel  to  that  previously  communicated  to  Congress  relating  to  the 

I  same  subjc-ct.                                                     ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

^^^^p  Washington, /a^^/ztirj'  ly,  1S62, 

To  the  Senak  and  IJouse  of  Rvprcsintativcs: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  iiistruction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  accredited  to  this  Government,  and 
a  copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relating  to 
the  capture  and  detention  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  pas- 
sengers on  lx>ard  the  British  steamer  Trcnt^  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes, 
of  the  United  States  Navy.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  U,  C  January  ij,  1862. 
To  (he  Senate  of  the  I'tiiied  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  a  petition  of 
certain  meinljersuf  tlie  Pottawatomie  tril^e  of  Indians,  complaining  of  the 
treaty  made  by  W,  W.  Ross  on  the  15th  Novemlier  last  with  that  tril>e, 
which  treaty  was  laid  before  the  Senate  for  its  constitutional  action  in 
my  coninumication  to  that  body  dated  the  (Ah  [3d]  instant. 

A  letter  of  the  i6th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  inclos- 
ing a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  dated  the  15th  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  subject,  is  also  herewith  transtnitted. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C.  .  /annarv,  1862, 
To  tfic  Senate  of  t/ie  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith »  for  the  constitiuional  action  of  tlie  Senate,  articles 
of  agreement  and  convention  concluded  at  Niobrara,  Nebraska  Territory » 
on  the  14th  day  of  November,  1S60,  betweeti  J.  vS ha w^  Gregory,  agent  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  lieadinen  of  tht  Poncas 
trilxr  of  Indians,  being  supplementary  tci  the  treaty  with  said  tribe  made 
on  the  I2tb  day  of  Marcli,  1858. 

I  also  transmit  a  letter,  dated  the  4th  instant,  fnnn  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  incloshig  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  of  the  20th  Septendjer.  186 r.  in  relation  to  tbe  sul)ject. 

ABR.\HAM  LINCOLN. 

WAsm^GTON,  January  24.,  rS62. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  snbmit  to  Congre^*^  t^^"  p«fvy>innanying  copy  of  a  correspondence  l>e- 
tween  the  Secretar>^  ler,  and  the  Secretary  of 
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^the  Navy,  concerning  the  case  of  the  h^irk  Providefida,  a  Spanish  vessel 
eized  on  her  voyage  from  Havana  to  New  York  by  a  steamer  of  the 
United  States  Blockading  Squadron  and  subsequently  released,      I  rec- 
ommend the  appropriation  of  the  amount  of  the  award  of  the  referee. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOLN, 

W A^iin^GTON , /anuaty  24,  1862, 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  lief  ore  the  Senate  a  dispatch  which  lias  just  been  received  from 
Mr.  Corwin,  our  minister  to  Mexico.  It  communicates  important  infor- 
mation concerning  the  war  which  is  waged  against  Mexico  by  the  com- 
bined powers  of  Spain,  France,  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Corwin  asks  instnictions  by  which  to  regulate  his  proceedings  so 
as  to  save  our  national  interests  in  the  case  of  an  adjustment  of  the  difh- 
cnlties  between  the  l>elligerents.  I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
Senate  a  request  for  its  advice  upon  the  question  jiending  by  treaty  for 
making  a  loan  to  Mexico,  which  Mr.  Corwin  thinks  will  in  any  case  l>e 
expedient.  It  seems  to  be  my  duty  now  to  solicit  an  early  action  of  the 
Senate  npm  the  snf>iect.  to  the  end  that  I  may  cause  such  instriicttons 
to  Ix;  given  to  Mr.  Corwin  as  will  enable  him  to  act  in  tlie  manner  which, 
while  it  \s\\\  most  carefully  guard  the  interests  of  our  country,  will  at  tlie 
same  time  be  most  beneficial  to  Mexico. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

^^F  WAvSHINGTON^/tfW/ifiirF  28,  1862, 

■       To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

i  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  raLification, 

I        a  treaty  of  extradition  conclutled  by  Mr.  Corwin  with  the  Mexican  r*ov- 

I        ernnient  on  tlie  nth  of  Decern l>er  last. 

^^L  I  also  submit  a  postal  convention  cnncluded  by  that  gentleman  at  tiie 
^Fsame  time,  and  a  copy  of  his  chspatch  of  the  24th  of  the  s;une  month 
explanatory  of  the  provisions  of  l>oth  these  instruments,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  nonratification  by  Mexico  of  the  postal  convention  concluded  in 
this  city  on  the  31st  of  July  last  and  appmved  by  tlie  St  !»atr  on  the  6tli 
of  August. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster- Creiieral  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  relation  to  Mr,  Corwin 's  j)Ostal  convention  is  also  herewith  com- 
municated. The  advice  of  the  Senate  as  to  the  expediency  of  accepting 
that  convention  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  of  the  31st  of  July  last  is 
requested.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /«« wary  jr,  1862. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rvpnsentattves: 

As  a  sequel  to  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  previously  communi- 
cated, I  transmit  to  Congress  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  20th  ultimo 


64  Mt'ssiiffS  ,7fiii  Paprrs  oftkt  Presidemis 

fnmi  Mr.  Adams,  United  Slates  minisicr  at  London,  to  the  SeCRtny  cf 
Slate ,  and  a  copy  of  an  instruction  from  Earl  Rnssdl  to  Lofd  Lyou  of  the 
loth  instant,  relative  to  the  removal  of  oertam  citiaens  of  the  United 
Slates  from  the  British  mail  steamer  Trrmi  by  oarder  of  the  oonmtander 
of  the  Uniteil  States  war  sieamta*  Sav  Jadnic. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

W-KSHiNCTox  Crrv,  Fehrmmwy  /,  1862. 

To  the  Seuatf  of  tht  I  «//<•/  SiaU'y: 

The  third  section  of  the  'Act  further  to  promote  the  eflBdency  of  the 
Navy,"  approved  I>ecenil^r  21.  iSM.proxides — 

That  the  President  of  Uie  riiiuM  States,  by  and  with  tlie  wMot  and  oonaeot  of  the 
S.nate,  shall  have  the  auihoriiy  to  dcuiil  frvnn  the  retired  lilt  of  dw  Navy  for  the 
cf^niiiiaiul  of  scjiiadrons  and  sin}*le  ship$  >uch  officers  as  he  ma j  bdieve  that  tile  good 
of  Uur  service  rctjuires  to  Ik-  thus  pUcinl  in  ci^mxnand:  and  such  offioeiB  may ,  if  iqna 
the  1  tconinundation  of  the  l*R*sidem  of  the  United  States  they  ihall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  r>f  Con^^css  for  their  serviov^s  and  g;Ulantry  in  action  againitan  enemy,  be 
n-slore<l  lo  the  active  Hsl,  ami  not  otherwise. 

Ill  conformity  with  this  hiw.  Captain  Samuel  F,  Du  Pont,  of  the  Navy, 
was  iioiniiiatcd  to  the  Senate  for  continuance  as  the  flag-officer  in  com- 
i:iaiid  of  the  scjuadroii  which  recently  rendered  such  important  service 
to  the  rnion  in  the  exix^lition  to  the  coast  of  South  Carolina. 

liclieviii^  that  no  occasion  could  arise  wliich  would  more  ftilly  oorre- 
^jioiul  with  the  intention  of  the  law  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy  influ- 
•  iK-e  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Samuel  F.  Du 
Pont  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and  gallantry 
'Jis])layed  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  commanding 
the  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Harbor,  on  the  ytli  of  November,  i86i. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washinciton,  February  7, 1S62. 

.\' :hz  Sniafr  0/ the  ( hi Hcd  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  a 
^.•nnnunicaiion  of  any  recent  corres]X)ndence  relating  to  the  presentation 
oi  American  citizens  to  the  Court  of  France,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
\\\w\\  of  the  i4lh  ultimo  from  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris  to  the 
Six  utarx  oi  Stale  and  of  an  instruction  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton  of 
the  >l  instant.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

\V.\siiiNr.Ti)N,  February  12^  1862. 
\    S",  'mA  iM/i/  //••// w  of  /\t /*n'\tttttt tires : 
\  ii.uiMmil  lo  l*onr.i»'»''»  '»  «'«»pv  <'!'  Ji  s^Kvial  treaty  between  the  United 
Siais-.   \\u\  I  III  M.i|»'»»tv  Ihr  Kliir.  '^f  Hanover  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Si.uU-  y\\\s  >..  uhii  h  Wi*'*  **h\\\^''\  Ml  llrilin  on  the  Mh  of  November  last.    In 
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this  treaty,  already  approved  by  the  Senate  and  ratified  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  sums  si>ecified  in  Articles  III  and 
rV  to  be  paid  to  the  Hanoverian  Government  shall  be  paid  at  Berlin  on 
the  day  of  the  exchaiij^e  of  ratifications,  I  therefore  recommend  that 
seasonable  proxasioii  be  made  tu  euablti  the  Kxecuti\'e  to  carr>'  this  stipu- 
latiouiuto  effect.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington  City,  February  /j.  1S62. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/ Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  third  section  of  the  '  *  Act  further  to  promote  the  eflBcieucy  of  the 
NavyV  approved  December  21,  1861,  pro\ddes — 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  witli  the  advnce  and  consent  of  the 
Senate^  shall  have  tlie  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  tJie  Na\y  for  the 
command  of  squadrons  and  single  ships  such  officers  ;is  he  nmy  l^licve  that  the  gorMJ 
of  the  ser\^ice  requires  to  be  thus  placed  iu  conimnnd;  and  such  officers  may,  if  uik^iu 
the  rtcrminiendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  they  shan  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  uf  Congress  for  their  services  an<l  gallantry  in  action  against  an  cneui\%  be 
restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

Iu  conformity  with  this  law,  Captain  Louis  M.  Goldsborotigh,  of  the 
Na\^%  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  continuance  as  the  flag-officer  iu 
commaud  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  which  recently 
rendered  such  important  service  to  the  Union  in  the  expedition  to  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Belie\ing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  cor- 
respond with  the  intention  of  the  law  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Louis  M, 
Goldsborough  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  combined  attack  of  the  forces  conunanded  liy 
him  and  Brigadier-General  Burnside  in  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island 
and  the  destruction  of  rebel  gunboats  on  the  7th,  Sth^and  lotli  of  Feb- 
ruan,  1862.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  21, 1S62. 
To  the  Setiate  and  House  0/  Representatives:  •^ 

The  President  of  the  United  States  was  last  evening  plunged  into  afflic- 
tion by  the  death  of  a  beloved  child.  The  heads  of  the  Departments,  iu 
consideration  of  this  distressing  event,  have  thought  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  Congress  and  to  the  American  people  that  the  ofiicial  and  private 
buildings  occupied  by  them  should  not  be  ilhmiinated  in  the  evening  of 
the  2 2d  instant- 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
S.  P,  CHASE, 
EDWIN  M,  STANTON. 
GIDEON  WELLES. 
M  P— vol,  vt— 5 
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from  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  iiuiiister  at  London,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  a  copy  of  an  instruction  from  Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the 
lotli  instant,  relathe  to  the  removal  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent  by  order  of  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  war  steamer  San  Jacinto, 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

Washington  City,  February  /,  1S62, 
To  the  Senate'  0/  the  United  States: 

The  third  section  of  the  **Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
Navy, ' '  approved  December  21,  1S61 ,  provides — 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Sw-natf ,  shall  have  tlie  authority  to  detivil  from  the  retirejl  list  of  the  Navy  for  tlie 
conitnaml  of  s<|uadruns;ind  single  shipH  such  tjfficersas  lie  may  believe  that  tlie  ^<xk1 
of  the  sendee  requires  to  Ije  thus  phiceil  in  coninmnd;  and  such  officers  may,  if  ujxm 
the  reconmieiidation  of  the  President  of  the  Ignited  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Congress  for  tlieir  serxdces  and  gallantry  in  action  against  an  enemy,  be 
restored  to  ihe  active  list,  and  not  otherwise- 
Ill  conformity  with  this  law.  Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  of  the  Navy, 
was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  continuance  as  the  tlag-officer  in  com- 
niand  of  the  squadron  which  recently  rendered  stich  inxportant  service 
to  the  Union  in  the  exjicdition  to  the  coast  of  South  CaroHna. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  crirre- 
S|X)nd  with  the  intention  of  the  law  or  he  more  pregnant  with  happy  influ- 
ence as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captaiti  Saiuticl  F,  Dn 
Pont  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and  gallantry 
displayed  in  the  captttre  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  commanding 
the  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Hartor,  on  the  7II1  of  November,  1S61. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

WASniKC/roN,  Febntary  7,  1S62, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ^tli  instant,  refpiesting  a 
comnuinication  of  any  recent  corresf>on deuce  relating  to  the  preseiUatiou 
of  American  citizens  to  the  Court  of  France,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch of  the  14th  uhinio  from  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  of  an  instruction  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton  of 
thejdiustmit.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  Fehruarv  /^,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  //puse  of  Represeutatrirs: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  special  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Hanover  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Stade  dues,  which  was  signed  at  Berlin  on  the  6th  of  November  last.    In 


Abraham  IJtuoln 


65 


this  treaty,  already  approved  by  the  Senate  and  ratifietl  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  siuiis  specified  in  Articles  III  and 
IV  to  be  paid  to  the  Hanoverian  Government  vshall  be  paid  at  BerUu  on 
the  day  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  I  therefore  recommend  that 
seasonable  pro\nsion  be  made  to  enable  the  Executive  to  carr}'  this  stipu- 
lation  into  effect.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


W   ttl£ 


Washington  Citv,  February  /j,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  third  section  of  the  '  *Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
Na\^%''  approved  December  21,  1861,  provides — 

That  the  President  of  the  Unite<l  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tlie 
Senate,  shall  liave  the  authority  to  detail  from  tlie  retired  list  of  the  Na%'y  for  the 
command  of  squadrons  and  single  ships  such  oflFicersas  he  may  believe  that  Uie  K'^od 
of  the  service  requires  to  he  thus  placed  in  connnand;  and  such  oflTjcers  nuiy,  if  xv^w 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  Unite<i  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  j^allantry  in  action  against  an  enemy,  l>e 
restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otlierwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law,  Captain  Louis  M.  Goldsborougli,  of  the 
Navj%  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  continnauce  as  the  flag-officer  m 
command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  which  recently 
rendered  such  important  sen^ice  to  the  Union  in  the  expedition  to  the 
coast  of  Nortli  Carolina, 

BeUeving  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  ftilly  cor- 
respond with  the  intention  of  the  law  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  reconiniend  that  Captain  Louis  M, 
Goldsborough  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and 
gallantr>'  displayed  in  the  combined  attack  of  the  forces  commanded  liy 
him  and  Brigadier- General  Btirnside  in  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island 

id  tlie  destruction  of  rebel  gimboats  on  the  7th,  Sth.and  lotli  of  Feb- 

^'^^^'^  '^^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  21, 1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives:  *^ 

The  President  of  the  United  vStates  was  last  evening  plnnged  into  afflic- 
tion by  the  death  of  a  beloved  child.  The  heads  of  the  Departments,  in 
consideration  of  this  distressing  event,  have  thought  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  Congress  and  to  the  American  people  that  the  official  and  private 
buildiugs  occu]>ied  by  them  should  not  l:>c  lUtiminated  in  the  evening  of 
the  22d  instant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
S.  P,  CHASE. 
EDWIN  M.  STANTOR 
GIDEON  WELLES. 
P— vol,  VI— 5 
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was  no  adequate  and  effective  organization  for  the  public  defense.  Con- 
gress  had  indefinitely  adjourned.  There  was  no  time  to  convene  them. 
It  became  necessary  for  me  to  choose  whether,  using  only  the  existing 
nieaiia,  agencies,  and  prt3ces.ses  which  Congress  had  pronded,  I  should , 
let  the  Government  fall  at  once  into  ruin  or  whether,  availing  myself  of  ^ 
the  broader  powers  conferred  by  the  Constitution  \\\  cases  of  insurrection, 
I  would  make  an  effort  to  save  it.  with  all  its  blessings,  for  the  present 
age  and  for  posterity* 

I  thereupon  summoned  my  constitutional  advisers,  the  heads  of  all  the  J 
Departments,  to  meet  on  Sunday,  the  20th  day  of  April,  1S61 ,  at  the  ofhce  ' 
of  the  Na\y  Department,  and  then  and  there,  with  their  unanimous  con- 
currence, I  directed  that  an  armed  re\'enue  cutter  should  proceed  to  sea 
to  afford  protection  to  the  commercial  marine,  and  especiall}-  the  Califor- 
nia treasure  ships  then  on  their  way  to  this  coast.  I  also  directed  the 
omniandant  of  the  navy-yard  at  Boston  to  purchase  or  charter  and  arm 

quickl>'  as  possible  five  steamships  for  purposes  of  public  defense.  I 
directed  the  connnandant  of  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  to  purchase  or 
charter  and  arm  an  equal  number  for  the  same  purpose.  I  directed  the 
comuiandant  at  New  York  to  purcliase  or  charter  and  arm  an  equal  num- 
ber. I  directed  Commander  Gillis  to  purchase  or  charter  and  arm  and 
put  to  sea  two  other  vessels.  Similar  directions  were  given  to  Commo- 
dore Du  Polity  with  a  view  to  the  opening  of  passages  by  water  to  and 
from  the  capital.  I  directed  the  several  officers  to  take  the  ad%ice  and 
obtain  the  aid  and  efficient  services  in  the  matter  of  His  Excellency 
Edwin  D.  Morgan,  the  governor  of  New  York,  or  in  his  absence  George 
D.  Morgan,  William  M.  Evarts,  R.  M.  Blatcliford,  and  Moses  H.  Gritniell, 
who  w^ere  by  my  directions  especially  em|TOwered  by  the  Secretary'  of 
the  Navy  to  act  for  his  Department  in  that  crisis  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  forwarding  of  troops  and  supplies  for  the  public  defense. 

On  the  same  occasion  I  directed  that  Governor  Morgan  and  Alexander 
Cummings,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  should  be  authorized  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  Simon  Catneron,  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
tran.sportation  of  troops  and  nmnitions  of  w^ar,  in  aid  and  assistance  of 
the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  until  comminiication  l)y 
mails  and  telegraph  should  be  completely  reestablished  betw^een  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  New  York.  No  security  was  required  to  be  given 
by  them,  and  either  of  them  was  authorized  to  act  in  case  of  inabihty  to 
consult  with  the  other. 

On  the  same  occasion  I  authorized  and  directed  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  advance,  without  requiring  security,  $2,000,000  of  public 
money  to  John  A.  Dix,  George  Opdyke,  and  Richard  M.  Blatchford,  of 
New  York,  to  be  used  by  them  in  meeting  such  requisitions  as  should  t)e 
directly  consequent  upon  the  military  and  naval  measures  necessary  for  the 
defense  and  support  of  the  Goveniment,  requiring  them  only  to  act  with- 
out compensation  and  to  report  their  transactions  when  duly  called  upon. 
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The  several  Departments  of  the  Gov^emment  at  that  time  contained  so 
large  a  nuraljer  of  disloyal  persons  that  it  won  Id  have  been  iin|x>ssil>!e  to 
provide  safely  through  official  agents  only  for  the  performance  of  the 
duties  tlins  confided  to  citizens  favorably  known  for  their  ability,  loyalty, 
and  patriotism. 

■  The  several  orders  issued  upon  these  occurrences  were  transmitted  by 
private  messengers,  who  pursued  a  circuitous  way  to  the  seal>oard  cities, 
inland  across  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  and  the  northern  lakes, 

I  I  believe  that  l>y  these  and  other  similar  measures  taken  in  that  crisis, 
some  of  which  were  without  any  authority  of  law,  the  Government  was 
saved  from  o\  erthrow.     I  am  not  aware  that  a  dollar  of  the  public  funds 

■  thus  confided  without  authority  of  law  to  imofficial  persons  was  either 
lost  or  wasted,  althou^^h  apprehensions  of  such  misdirection  occurred  to 
me  as  objections  to  those  extraordiuar>^  proceedings,  and  were  necessarily 
ovemded. 

I  recall  these  transactions  now  l>ecause  my  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  resolution  which  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  tlie 
30th  day  of  last  month,  wdiich  is  in  these  words: 

Rcsohrd,  That  Simon  Cameron,  late  Secretary  of  War,  by  itiveslitig  Alexander 
Cummings  with  the  control  of  large  sums  of  the  i>ublic  money  and  aulliority  to  pur- 
chase militar}'  supphcs  without  restriction^  witliout  rcquirinj^  from  him  any  ^aranty 
for  the  faithful  perfonimnce  of  his  duties,  when  the  t^^rvices  of  competent  puhlic 
officers  were  available,  and  liy  involving  the  Government  in  a  vast  number  of  con- 
tracts with  persons  not  legitimately  en j^aj^e*!  iti  the  husiness  pertaining  to  the  snliject- 
niatter  nf  such  contracts,  especially  in  the  purchase  of  arms  for  future  deliver^',  has 
arlopteit  a  jjolicy  highly  injurious  to  the  public  service,  and  deserves  the  censure  of 
the  House. 

Confess  will  see  that  I  should  be  wanting  equally  in  candor  and  in 
justice  if  I  should  leave  the  censure  expressed  in  this  rcstdulion  to  rest 
exclusively  or  chiefly  uixm  Mr.  Cameron,  The  same  sentiment  is  unaui- 
monsly  entertained  by  the  heads  of  Departments  who  participated  in  the 
proceedings  which  the  House  of  Representatives  has  censured.  It  is  due 
to  Mr.  Cameron  to  say  that  although  he  fully  approved  the  proceeditigs 
they  were  not  moved  nor  suggested  by  himself,  and  that  not  only  the 
President,  but  all  the  other  heads  of  Depart  men  ts,  were  at  least  equally 
responsible  with  him  for  whatever  error,  wrong,  or  fault  was  connnitted 
in  the  premises.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  A  fay  jo,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  consular  privileges,  and  extradition 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Salvador,  signed  in  this 
city  on  the  29th  instant.  It  is  believed  that  though  this  instrument  con- 
tains no  stipulation  which  may  not  be  found  in  some  subsisting  treaty 
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between  the  United  States  and  foreign  powers,  it  will  prove  to  be  mutu- 
ally advantageous.  Several  of  the  Republics  of  this  hemisphere,  among 
which  is  Salvador,  are  alarmed  at  a  supposed  sentiment  tending  to  reac- 
tionary movements  against  republican  institutions  on  this  continent.  It 
seems,  therefore,  to  be  proper  that  we  should  show  to  any  of  them  who 
may  apply  for  that  purpose  that,  compatibly  with  our  cardinal  policy  and 
with  an  enlightened  view  of  our  own  interests,  we  are  willing  to  encour- 
age them  by  strengthening  our  ties  of  good  will  and  good  neighborhood 
with  them. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N. 


Washington, /w«<?  /,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
adopted  in  executive  session,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the 
claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  Paraguay  and  the  correspond- 
ence relating  thereto,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington, /«;/^  4,  1862, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2d  of  June,  in  relation 
to  the  authority  and  action  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Stanly,  military  governor 
of  North  Carolina. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,///;/^  jo,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  between  the  United  States  and  Her  Britannic  Maj- 
esty, signed  in  this  city  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  and  the  ratifications  of 
which  were  exchanged  at  London  on  the  20th  ultimo. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  preceded  the  conclusion  of  the 
itistniment  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Lyons,  Her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  is  also 
herewith  transmitted. 

It  is  desirable  that  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessar>'  to  carr>^  the 
treaty  into  effect  should  be  enacted  as  soon  as  may  comport  with  the  con- 
venience of  Congress. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  June  12,  1862, 
To  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives: 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  of  the  9th  instant, 
requesting  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  California,  and  the  judge  of  said  court,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  letter  of  the  Attorney- General,  with  copies  of  two 
other  letters  and  of  an  indorsement  of  my  own  upon  one  of  them;  all 
which,  taken  together,  contain  all  the  information  within  my  power  to 
give  upon  the  subject.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  Ju7ie  ij,  1S62, 
Fellow- Citizens  0/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  memorial  addressed  and  presented  to  me  in  behalf 
of  the  State  of  New  York  in  favor  of  enlarging  the  locks  of  the  Erie  and 
Oswego  Canal.  While  I  have  not  given  nor  have  leisure  to  give  the  sub- 
ject a  careful  examination,  its  great  importance  is  obvious  and  unques- 
tionable. The  large  amount  of  valuable  statistical  information  which  is 
collated  and  presented  in  the  memorial  will  greatly  facilitate  the  mature 
consideration  of  the  subject,  which  I  respectfully  ask  for  it  at  your  hands. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washi?igton  City,  June  77,  1862. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant, 
asking  whether  any  legislation  is  necessary  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  April  16,  1862,  providing  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  whose  report  thereon  is  herewith  communicated. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  June  23,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  7th  day  of  December,  1861, 1  submitted  to  the  Senate  the  proj- 
ect of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  which  had  been 
proposed  to  me  by  Mr.  Corwin,  our  minister  to  Mexico,  and  respectfully 
requested  the  advice  of  the  Senate  thereupon. 

On  the  25th  day  of  February  last  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  effect  '*that  it  is  not  advisable  to  negotiate  a  treaty  that  will 
M  P— vox,  V1--6 
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require  the  United  States  to  assume  any  portion  of  the  principal  or  interest 
of  the  debt  of  Mexico,  or  that  will  require  the  couciurence  of  Buiopean 
powers.  *  * 

This  resolution  having  been  duly  communicated  to  me,  notice  therecrf 
w^as  immediately  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Corwin,  and  he 
was  informed  that  he  was  to  consider  his  instructions  upon  the  subject 
referred  to  modified  by  this  resolution  and  would  govern  his  course  ac- 
cordingly. That  dispatch  failed  to  reach  Mr.  Corwin,  by  reason  of  the 
disturbed  condition  of  Mexico,  until  a  very  recent  date,  Mr.  Corwin  being 
without  instructions,  or  thus  practically  left  without  instructions,  to  nego- 
tiate further  with  Mexico. 

In  view  of  the  very  important  events  occurring  there,  he  has  thought 
that  the  interests  of  the  United  States  would  be  promoted  by  the  conclu- 
sion of  two  treaties  which  should  provide  for  a  loan  to  that  Republic. 
He  has  therefore  signed  such  treaties,  and  they  having  been  duly  ratified 
by  the  Government  of  Mexico  he  has  transmitted  them  to  me  for  my 
consideration.  The  action  of  the  Senate  is  of  course  conclusive  against 
an  acceptance  of  the  treaties  on  my  part.  I  have,  nevertheless,  thought 
it  just  to  our  excellent  minister  in  Mexico  and  respectful  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Republic  to  lay  the  treaties  before  the  Senate,  together  with 
the  correspondence  which  has  occurred  in  relation  to  them.  In  perform- 
ing this  duty  I  have  only  to  add  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  thus 
submitted  to  the  Senate  can  not  be  overestimated,  and  I  shall  cheerfully 
receive  and  consider  with  the  highest  respect  any  further  advice  the  Sen- 
ate may  think  proper  to  give  upon  the  subject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  June  26,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  accompanying  treaty,  made  and  concluded  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1862,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
united  bands  of  the  Ottawa  Indians  of  Blancliards  Fork  and  of  Roche 
de  Boeuf ,  in  Kansas,  is  transmitted  for  the  consideration  and  constitu- 
tional action  of  the  Senate,  agreeably  to  recommendation  of  inclosed 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  this  date. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  fuly  /,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  most  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Andrew  H.  Foote,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  eminent 
services  in  organizing  the  flotilla  on  the  Western  waters,  and  for  his 
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gallantry  at  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson,  Island  No.  10,  and  at  various 
other  places,  whilst  in  command  of  the  naval  forces,  embracing  a  period 
of  nearly  ten  months.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  July  5,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate  thereon, 
a  treaty  negotiated  in  this  city  on  the  3d  instant  with  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  of  the  Mississippi. 

Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  accompany  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington, /w/v  p,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
a  postal  convention  with  Costa  Rica,  concluded  at  San  Jose  on  the  9th 
June  last.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  July  11,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
negotiated  at  the  Kickapoo  Agency  on  the  28th  of  June,  1862,  between 
Charles  B.  Keith,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
chiefs,  headmen,  and  delegates  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  of  Kansas. 

A  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  loth  instant  is  also 
transmitted,  suggesting  amendments  to  the  treaty  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  Cfuly  ii,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  recommend  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  following 
officers  of  the  United  States  Navy: 

Captain  James  L.  Lardner,  for  meritorious  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Port 
Royal  and  distinguished  services  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  against 
the  enemy. 

Captain  Charles  Henry  Davis,  for  distinguished  services  in  conflict  with 
the  enemy  at  Fort  Pillowy  at  Memphis,  and  for  successful  operations  at 
Other  points  in  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
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O^nimandcr  John  A.  Dahlgren.  for  disdngnished  services  in  the  fine 
fA  his  [/rokrssion.  improi-emenLs  in  ordnance,  and  zealoos  and  e£Bcient 
\ii\0trs  in  the  ^^rdnance  l/ranch  of  the  service. 

C'/tumander  Stej^hen  C.  Rowan,  for  distinguished  sen-ices  in  the  waters 
of  North  Carolina,  and  [jarticularly  in  the  capture  of  Xewbem,  being  in 
( h\*:i  *  r/mmand  of  the  naval  forces. 

C'/niiiiander  iMvid  I>.  Porter,  for  distinguished  services  in  the  concep- 
ium  and  jirejiarati^m  of  the  means  used  for  the  capture  of  the  forts  below 
Si:w  <'>rl«ins,  and  for  highly  meritorious  conduct  in  the  management 
of  the  mortar  flotilla  during  the  bombardment  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip. 

Captain  Silas  H.  Stringham,  now  on  the  retired  list,  for  distinguished 
vrvices  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington. ////>'  /2,  1862, 
7'o  ////'  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  rejxjrt  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  ultimo,  requesting 
inforniatirjn  in  regard  to  the  relations  Ixrtween  the  United  States  and 
f<,rdKi.  |H,wcrs.  ABRAHAM  UxN'COLN. 


Washington,  D.  CJuly  14,  1S62. 
lultow  Cith.ens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

IIiTi'witli  is  a  draft  of  a  bill  to  compensate  any  State  which  may  abolish 
sl.'iv<Ty  within  its  limits,  the  passage  of  which  substantially  as  presented 
I  nspi-i't fully  and  earnestly  recommend. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

///'  //  nnutt'd  by  the  Semite  ami  House  of  Representatives  of  tJte  United  States  of 
.  hftrn'tii  in  ( '(tn^'ress  assewbted^  That  whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shiill  In-  sntislied  that  any  State  shall  have  lawfully  abolished  slavery  within  and 
Ihiou^'Jiont  such  State,  either  immediately  or  ^adually,  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the 
rirsidiiit,  assiste<i  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  prepare  and  deliver  to  such 
SlJtlf  .ui  amount  of  6  i)er  cent  interest -lK'arin>(  ])onds  of  the  United  States  equal  to 
the  .»>',KM>;ale  value  at  J  —  jwr  head  of  all  the  slaves  within  such  State  as  reported 
bv  tlu-  rcusus  of  the  year  iS(x);  the  whole  amount  for  any  one  State  to  be  delivered  at 
oiuc  if  \\\v  jibolishmenl  Ik*  imme<Hale,or  in  equal  annual  installmentsif  it  be  gradual, 
iulrnsl  lo  be^iu  running  on  each  Uuid  at  Ihe  lime  of  its  deliver\%  and  not  before. 

.  Ind  he  it  hit t her  enacted.  Thai  if  any  State,  having  so  receivetl  any  such  lx)nds, 
shall  at  anv  time  afterwanls  bylaw  reinlnxluce  or  lolenite  slavery- within  its  limits 
conliaiv  lo  ihe  act  t»f  alMilishnient  uiK>n  which  such  lK>nds  shall  have  been  receivetl, 
said  bonds  so  iiveived  by  Siiid  State  shall  at  oiuv  Ik»  null  and  void,  in  whosesoever 
liauds  thrv  mav  1h\  antl  such  State  shall  refund  to  tlie  Uuitetl  States  all  interest  which 
•♦m>  !ia\c  Ih'cu  jmid  on  such  Inrnds. 
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ExECLTTUT?  Mansion, 
Hon.  Solomon  Foot.  Washinshm.  July  15,  1S62. 

Presidmi  pro  tempore  of  the  Senait. 
Sir:  Please  inform  the  Senate  lliat  I  sliall  be  obliged  if  tbey  will  post- 
pone the  adjournment  at  least  one  day  beyond  the  time  which  I  understand 
to  be  now  fixed  for  it, 

Ya«r  ol>edient  servant.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

[The  same  message  was  addressed  to  Hon*  Galnsha  A*  Grow,  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.] 


I 


JTJI.Y  17,  1862. 

FeiioW'Cidzats  of  th^  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Considering  the  bill  for  "An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish 
treason  and  reljellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rel>els,  and 
for  other  purposes,**  and  the  joint  resolution  explanatory'  of  said  act  as 
being  sul>stantially  one,  I  Jiave  approved  and  signed  botlu 

Before  I  was  informefl  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution  I  had  prepared 
the  draft  of  a  message  stating  objections  to  the  bill  becoming  a  law%  a 
copy  of  which  draft  is  herewith  transmitted. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Houst  of  Representatives: 

I  berewitli  rcturti  to  your  honomble  tx)dy,  in  which  it  orij?inatei1,  the  bill  for  an  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  suppress  treason  and  relieUion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property 
of  ret>els,  and  for  utlier  puriw>fves,"  to^^etlier  with  my  objections  to  its  l>ecoming  ii  law. 

There  is  iiiuch  in  the  bill  to  which  I  ijcrceive  no  objection.  It  \^  wholly  prospec- 
tive, and  touches  neither  person  nor  property  of  atiy  loyal  citixen,  in  which  particulars 
it  is  jnst  and  proper.  The  first  and  second  sections  provide  for  the  convielion  and  pun- 
ishuiettt  of  [persons  who  shaU  he  guilty  of  treason  and  persons  who  shall  *'  incite,  set 
on  foot,  assist,  or  enjt(ajt;e  in  any  rebellion  or  insurrection  ajKfainst  tlie  authority  of  the 
United  States  or  the  laws  thereof,  or  shall  ]^iv^  aid  and  cotnfort  thereto,  or  shall 
en>^age  in  or  give  aid  and  comfort  to  any  such  existing  rebellion  or  insurrection." 
By  fair  construction  persons  within  these  sections  are  not  to  be  punished  witliout 
regular  trials  in  duly  constituted  courts,  under  the  forms  and  all  tlie  substuitial  pixi- 
visions  of  law  and  of  tlie  Constitution  applicable  to  their  several  cases.  To  this  1  per- 
ceive no  objection,  especially  as  such  persons  would  he  within  the  general  pardoning 
p<iwer  and  also  the  special  provision  for  pardon  and  amnesty  containe<l  in  this  act. 

It  is  also  provided  that  the  slaves  f>f  jjersoiis  convicted  under  these  sections  shall  he 
free.  I  think  there  is  an  unfortunate  form  of  expression  ratlier  than  a  substantial 
objection  in  this.  It  is  startling  to  say  tliat  Congress  can  free  a  slave  witliin  a  Slate, 
and  yet  if  it  were  said  the  ownership  tif  the  slave  had  first  been  transferred  to  tlie 
nation  and  that  Congress  had  then  lilierated  him  the  difllcuUy  wotild  at  once  vanish. 
And  this  is  the  real  case.  The  traitor  against  Uie  Genenil  Governmen  t  forfeits  his  slave 
at  least  as  justly  as  he  does  any  other  property,  and  he  forfeits  both  to  the  Government 
against  which  he  offends.  Tlie  Government,  so  far  aa  there  can  be  ownership,  thus 
owns  the  forfeited  slaves. and  the  question  for  Congress  in  regard  to  them  is,  "Shall 
they  be  made  free  or  be  sold  to  new  masters?*'     I  perceive  no  objection  to  Congresp 
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deciding  in  advance  that  they  shall  be  free.  To  the  high  honor  of  Kentucky,  as  I  am 
infonne<l,  she  has  Ijeen  the  owner  of  some  slaves  by  escheat  and  has  sold  none,  but 
liF^erated  all.  I  hope  the  same  is  true  of  some  other  States.  Indeed  I  do  not  believe 
it  would  Ix;  physically  possible  for  the  General  Govenmient  to  return  persons  so  cir- 
cumstanced to  actual  slaver}'.  I  believe  there  would  be  physical  resistance  to  it 
whirh  could  neither  be  tumerl  aside  by  argument  nor  driven  away  by  force.  In  this 
\-itw  I  have  no  objection  to  this  feature  of  the  bill.  Another  matter  involved  in  these 
two  sections,  and  running  through  other  parts  of  the  act,  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

I  perceive  no  objection  to  the  third  and  fourtli  sections. 

^}  far  as  I  wish  to  notice  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections,  they  may  be  considered 
tr*getlier.  That  the  enforcement  of  these  sections  would  do  no  injustice  to  the  per- 
s^-ms  embraced  within  them  is  clear.  That  those  who  make  a  causeless  war  should 
l>e  compelled  to  pay  the  cost  of  it  is  too  obviously  just  to  be  called  in  question.  To 
give  governmentiil  protection  to  the  property  of  persons  who  have  abandoned  it  and 
gone  on  a  cnisade  to  overthrow  that  same  government  is  absurd  if  considered  in  the 
mere  light  of  justice.  The  severest  justice  may  not  always  be  the  l)est  policy.  Tlie 
prin('i])Ur  of  seizing  and  appropriating  the  property  of  the  i^ersons  embraced  within 
these  Mclions  is  certainly  not  very  objectionable,  but  a  justly  discriminating  appli- 
cation f)f  it  woiihl  Ik.*  very  difficult,  and  to  a  great  extent  impossible.  And  would  it  not 
1k:  wist-  to  jilace  a  power  c)f  remission  somewhere,  so  that  these  persons  may  know 
they  have  s«nncthing  to  lose  by  persisting  and  something  to  save  by  desisting?  I  am 
not  sure  whether  such  power  of  remission  is  or  is  not  within  section  13. 

Without  any  special  act  of  Congress,  I  think  our  military  connnanders,  when,  in 
military  phrase,  "they  are  within  the  enemy's  country-, "  should  in  an  orderly  man- 
ner seize  and  use  whatever  of  real  or  personal  property  ma}-  Ix?  nccessar}-  or  conven- 
ient for  their  connnands,  at  the  same  time  preserving  in  some  way  the  evidence  of  what 
they  do. 

What  I  have  said  in  regard  to  slaves  while  commenting  on  the  first  and  second 
.sections  is  aj)plicable  to  the  ninth,  with  the  difference  that  no  provision  is  made  in 
the  whole  act  for  determining  whether  a  particular  individual  slave  does  or  does  not 
fall  within  the  classes  defined  in  that  section.  He  is  to  l)e  free  upon  certiiin  condi- 
tions, but  whether  those  conditions  do  or  do  not  pertain  to  him  no  mode  of  ascer- 
taining is  i)rovided.     This  could  Ixi  easily  supplieil. 

To  the  tenth  section  I  make  no  objection.  The  oath  therein  required  vseems  to  be 
proper,  and  the  remainder  of  the  section  is  substantially  identical  with  a  law  already 
existing. 

The  eleventh  section  simply  assumes  to  confer  discretionary  powers  upon  the  Exec- 
utive. Witlnnit  the  law  I  have  no  hesitation  to  go  as  far  in  the  direction  indicated 
as  I  may  at  any  time  deem  expedient.  And  I  am  ready  to  say  now,  I  think  it  is  proper 
for  our  military  commanders  to  employ  as  laborers  as  many  persons  of  African  descent 
as  can  l>e  used  to  advantage. 

Tlie  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  are  somewhat  l)ettcr  than  objectionable,  and 
the  fourteenth  is  entirely  proper  if  all  other  parts  of  the  act  shall  stand. 

That  to  which  I  chiefly  o])ject  iK'r\ades  most  parts  of  the  act.  but  more  distinctly 
aj)jK-;irs  in  the  first,  second,  sc-ventli,  and  eighth  sections.  It  is  the  sum  of  those  pro- 
visions which  results  in  the  divesting  of  title  forever.  For  the  causes  of  treason  and 
the  ingredients  of  treason  not  amounting  to  the  full  crime  it  declares  forfeiture 
extending  l>eyond  the  lives  of  the  guilty  parties,  whereas  the  Constitution  of  the 
Tnited  States  declares  that  "  no  attiiinder  of  trea.son  shall  work  corruption  of  blood, 
or  forfeiture  except  during  the  life  of  the  person  attainted."  True,  there  seems  to 
be  no  formal  attainder  in  this  case;  still,  I  think  the  greater  punishment  can  not  Ik? 
constitutionally  inflicted  in  a  different  form  for  the  same  offense.  With  great  respect 
I  am  constrained  to  say  I  think  this  feature  of  the  act  is  unconstitutional.  It  would 
not  be  <lifficult  to  modify  it. 
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I  may  remark  that  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  put  in  language  borrowed 
from  Great  Britain,  applies  only  in  this  country  to  real  or  landed  estate. 

Again,  this  act,  by  proceedings  in  retn^  forfeits  property  for  the  ingredients  of  trea- 
son without  a  conviction  of  the  supposed  criminal  or  a  personal  hearing  given  him 
in  any  proceeding.  That  we  may  not  touch  property  lying  within  our  reach  because 
we  can  not  give  personal  notice  to  an  owner  who  is  absent  endeavoring  to  destroy 
the  Government  is  certainly  not  very  satisfactory.  Still,  the  owner  may  not  be  thus 
engaged;  and  I  think  a  reasonable  time  should  be  provided  for  such  parties  to  appear 
and  have  personal  hearings.  Similar  provisions  are  not  uncommon  in  connection 
with  proceedings  in  retn. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  House,  in  which  it  originated. 


July  17,  1862. 
Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  inadvertently  omitted  so  long  to  inform  you  that  in  March  last 
Mr.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  of  New  York,  gratuitously  presented  to  the 
United  States  the  ocean  steamer  Vanderbilt,  by  many  esteemed  the  finest 
merchant  ship  in  the  world.  She  has  ever  since  been  and  still  is  doing 
valuable  service  to  the  Government.  For  the  patriotic  act  in  making 
this  magnificent  and  valuable  present  to  the  country,  I  recommend  that 
some  suitable  acknowledgment  be  made. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^^^• 

.  The  bill  which  has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Sen- 
ate entitled  *  *  An  act  to  repeal  that  part  of  an  act  of  Congress  which  pro- 
hibits the  circulation  of  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $5  in  the 
District  of  Columbia"  has  received  my  attentive  consideration,  and  I 
now  return  it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  the  following 
objections: 

I.  The  bill  proposes  to  repeal  the  existing  legislation  prohibiting  the 
circulation  of  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $5  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  without  permitting  the  issuing  of  such  bills  by  banks 
not  now  legally  authorized  to  issue  them.  In  my  judgment  it  will  be 
found  impracticable  in  the  present  condition  of  the  currency  to  make 
such  a  discrimination.  The  banks  have  generally  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, and  a  legal  sanction  given  to  the  circulation  of  the  irredeemable 
notes  of  one  class  of  them  will  almost  certainly  be  so  extended  in  prac- 
tical operation  as  to  include  those  of  all  classes,  whether  authorized  or 
unauthorized.     If  this  view  be  correct,  the  currency  of  the  District 
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shoulri  this  act  become  a  law,  will  certainly  and  greatly  deteriorate,  to 
the  serious  injur>'  of  honest  trade  and  honest  labor. 

2.  This  bill  seems  to  contemplate  no  end  which  can  not  be  otherwise 
mr>re  certainly  and  Ixmeficially  attained.  During  the  existing  war  it  is 
fx:cijliarly  the  duty  of  the  National  Government  to  secure  to  the  people 
a  v^und  circulating  medium.  This  duty  has  been  under  existing  circum- 
stances satisfactorily  performed,  in  part  at  least,  by  authorizing  the  issue 
of  (United  States  notes,  receivable  for  all  Government  dues  except  cus- 
toms, and  made  a  legal  tender  for  all  debts,  public  and  private,  except 
interest  on  public  debt.  The  object  of  the  bill  submitted  to  me,  namely, 
that  of  providing  a  small-note  currenc>-  during  the  present  suspension, 
can  l)c  fully  accomplished  by  authorizing  the  issue,  as  part  of  any  new 
eniissir>n  of  TJuitetl  States  notes  made  necessar>'  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
rountry,  of  notes  of  a  similar  character  but  of  less  denomination  than  $5. 
Sudi  an  issue  would  answer  all  the  beneficial  purposes  of  the  bill,  would 
s;ive  a  cousiflerablc  amount  to  the  Treasury  in  interest,  would  greatly 
facilitate  f>ayments  to  soldiers  and  other  creditors  of  small  sums,  and 
would  furnish  to  the  ])eo])le  a  currency  as  safe  as  their  own  Govenmient. 

Ivntertaining  these  objections  to  the  bill,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to 
witliliold  from  it  my  apjiroval  and  return  it  for  the  further  consideration 
a.ul  action  r,f  Consrei^s.  ABRAHAM  UNXOLN. 


RxKCUTivE  Mansion, ////>'  2,  1S62, 
To  the  Srnatv  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  return  to  your  honorable  body,  in  which  it  originated,  an 
act  etititled  "An  act  to  provide  for  additional  medical  officers  of  the  vol- 
luiteer  service,"  without  my  approval. 

My  reason  for  so  doing  is  that  I  have  approved  an  act  of  the  same  title 
])Mssi'(l  ])y  Omgress  after  the  ])assage  of  the  one  first  mentioned  for  the 
ex])ress  pur]K)se  of  correcting  errors  in  and  superseding  the  same,  as  I 

'""  "»»<>'-"^^'^l-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 
Hv  TiiK  Prksidknt  op  titk  Unitkd  vStatrs  of  Amkrica. 

A  rROCLAMATION. 

It  is  nvonunendod  to  the  iKH)plc  of  the  United  States  that  they  as- 
scniMe  ill  their  custonuiry  places  of  meeting  for  public  solemnities  on 
the  .\m1  (lay  of   I'ebruary  instant  and  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the 
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[SKAL.] 


birth  of  the  Father  of  his  Country  by  causing  to  be  read  to  theui  his 

inuiiortal  Farewell  Address. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Unitetl  State>s,  at  Washing- 
ton, the  19th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-sixth* 

ABRAHAM   I.INCOI.N. 
By  tlte  President: 

WiijjAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


By  thk  Presidi^nt  of  thk  United  States  of  America, 

a  proci.amation, 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  vouchsafe  signal  victories  to  the  land 
and  naval  forces  engaged  in  suppressing  an  internal  rel>ellion»  and  at  the 
same  time  to  avert  from  our  country  the  dangers  of  foreign  intervention 
and  invasion. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  UTuted  States  that 
at  their  next  weekly  assemblages  in  their  accustomed  places  of  public 
worship  which  shall  occur  after  notice  of  this  proclamation  shall  have 
^been  received  they  especially  acknowledge  and  render  thanks  to  our 
leavenly  Father  for  these  inestimable  blessings,  that  tliey  then  and  there 
implore  spiritual  consolation  in  behalf  of  all  who  have  l>een  brought  into 
afHiction  by  the  casnahies  and  calamities  c>f  sedition  and  civil  war,  and 
that  they  reverently  invoke  the  divine  guidance  for  our  national  coun- 
sels, to  the  end  that  they  may  speedily  result  in  the  restoration  of  peace, 
haruKJuy,  and  unity  throughout  our  Ixjrders  and  hasten  the  establish- 
ment of  fraternal  rehitions  among  all  tlie  countries  of  the  earth. 

In  witneas  where(jf  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  lie  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington » this  loth  day  of  April »  A.  D. 
1862,  and  of  the  Iudei)endence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
sixth. 

By  the  President: 

William  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[seal.] 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclajviation. 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  iQth  of  April,  1861,  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  ports  of  certain  States,  including  those  of  Beaufort,  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina;  Port  Royal,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolij 


90 


Afi\uaj^e's  afid  Papers  of  the  Prcsidenis 


and  New  Orleans,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  were,  for  reasons  therein 
set  forth,  intended  to  l)e  placed  under  blockade;  and 

Whereas  the  said  ports  of  Beatifort,  Port  Royals  and  New  Orleans 
have  since  been  blockaded;  Ijtit  as  the  blockade  of  the  same  jiorts  may 
now  be  safely  relaxed  with  advantage  to  the  interests  of  commerce: 

NoWj  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln ^  President  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  authority  in  nie  vested  liy  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  13th  of  July  last,  entitled 
*'An  act  further  to  pro\nde  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  puriKises,*'  do  hereby  declare  that  the  blockade  of  the  said  fxirts 
of  Beaufort.  Port  Royal,  and  New  Orleans  shall  so  far  cease  and  deter- 
mine, from  and  after  the  ist  day  of  June  next,  that  commercial  inter- 
course with  those  iK>rts,  except  as  to  persons,  things,  and  information 
contraband  of  w*ar,  may  fnjni  that  time  be  carried  on  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  to  tlie  limitations  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  reii^ulations  which  are  prescril>ed  by  tlte  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasur>' 
in  his  order  of  this  ilate,  which  is  appended  to  this  prrK:lamation. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  tlie  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washiuf^ton,  this  12th  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  tlie  United  States  the  eighty- 
sixth. 

By  the  President: 

W11.LIAM  H,  Skward, 

Secretary  0/  State. 


[seal] 


ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


Regui*ations  relating  to  Trade  with  Ports  OPKxi:t>  uv  Proclamation, 

TRKASrRv  nKi'ARTMKNT,  May  12,  r$62. 

K  To  vessels  clearing  from  foreij^fii  jxirts  and  (tesliiietl  to  ports  oj)ene<l  hy  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  this  date,  namely,  Heanfort,  in  Noilh 
Carolina;  Fort  Royal,  in  South  Carolina,  and  New  Orleans,  in  Ivouisiana,  licen.Hes 
will  be  granted  by  consuls  of  the  United  States  upon  satisfactory  evidence  thai  tlie 
vessels  so  licetised  will  convey  no  jjersons,  property »  or  infornuition  contrabantl  of 
war  either  to  or  from  the  said  ports,  wliich  licenses  shall  be  exhibitetl  to  the  collector 
of  the  port  tt>  which  said  vessels  may  l»e  res[>ectively  bound  innnerliately  on  arrival, 
and,  if  require*!,  to  an}  oflicer  in  charge  of  the  l>lockrnle;  and  on  leavinj^  eitlier  of 
said  ports  tver\'  vessel  will  lie  required  to  have  a  clearance  from  the  collector  of  the 
customs,  according^  to  law,  showing  no  violation  of  the  conditions  of  the  license. 
Any  violation  of  said  conditions  will  invtilve  the  forfeiture  and  condemnation  of  the 
vessel  and  carj^o  and  the  exclusion  of  all  parties  concerned  from  any  further  privilege 
of  entering  the  United  States  during  the  \S'ax  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

2.  To  vessels  of  the  Utitteii  Statc-s  clearing  coastwise  for  the  f)orts  aforesaid  licenses 
can  only  Ije  obtained  from  the  Trea?:ury  I>epartment, 

3»  In  all  other  respects  the  existing  blockade  reniaiiis  in  full  force  and  effect  as 
hitherto  established  and  mainUined,  nor  is  it  relaxed  hy  the  proclamation  except  in 
regard  to  the  ports  to  which  the  relaxation  is  by  that  instrument  expressly  opplied, 

S.  P.  CHASK,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Abrakam  Lincoln  91 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  there  appears  in  the  pubHc  prints  what  purports  to  be  a 
proclamation  of  Major-General  Hunter,  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C. ,  Afay  9, 1862. 
General  Orders,  No.  ri. — The  three  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina, 
comprising  the  Military  Department  of  the  South,  having  deliberately  declared  them- 
selves no  longer  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  having 
taken  up  arms  against  the  said  United  States,  it  becomes  a  military  necessity  to 
declare  them  under  martial  law.  This  was  accordingly  done  on  the  25th  day  of 
April,  1862.  Slavery  and  martial  law  in  a  free  countrj'  are  altogether  incompatible; 
the  persons  in  these  three  States — Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina — heretofore 
held  as  slaves  are  therefore  declared  forever  free. 

DAVID  HUNTER, 
Major-General  Commanding. 
Official: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General . 

And  whereas  the  same  is  producing  some  excitement  and  misunder- 
standing: 

Therefore  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
claim and  declare  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  no  knowl- 
edge, information,  or  belief  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  General  Hunter 
to  issue  such  a  proclamation,  nor  has  it  yet  any  authentic  information  that 
the  document  is  genuine;  and,  further,  that  neither  General  Hunter  nor 
any  other  commander  or  person  has  been  authorized  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  make  proclamations  declaring  the  slaves  of  any 
State  free,  and  that  the  supposed  proclamation  now  in  question,  whether 
genuine  or  false,  is  altogether  void  so  far  as  respects  such  declaration. 

I  further  make  known  that  whether  it  l)e  competent  for  me,  as  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  declare  the  .slaves  of  any 
State  or  States  free,  and  whether  at  any  time,  in  any  ca.se,  it  shall  have 
become  a  necessity  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Government 
to  exercise  such  supposed  power,  are  questions  which,  under  my  respon- 
sibility, I  reserve  to  my.self ,  and  which  I  can  not  feel  justified  in  leaving 
to  the  decision  of  commanders  in  the  field.  These  are  totally  different 
questions  from  those  of  police  regulations  in  armies  and  camps. 

On  the  6th  day  of  March  last,  by  a  special  measage,  I  recommended  to 
Congress  the  adoption  of  a  joint  resolution  to  l3e  substantially  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  United  States  ought  to  cooperate  with  any  State  which  may 
adopt  a  gradual  abolishment  of  slavery,  giving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be 
used  by  such  State,  in  its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  the  inconveniences,  publ' 
and  private,  prodnced  by  such  change  of  system. 
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and  New  Orleans,  in  the  Slate  uf  Louisiana,  were,  fur  reasons  therein 
set  forth,  intended  to  l)e  placed  under  hlockade:  and 

Whereas  the  said  ports  of  Beaufort,  Port  Royal,  and  New  Orleans 
have  since  Ijeen  blockaded;  but  as  the  blockade  of  the  same  ports  may 
now  T>e  safely  relaxed  with  advantage  to  the  interests  of  commerce: 

Now%  therefore,  l)e  it  known  that  1,  Abraham  Lrincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States »  pursuant  to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  13th  of  July  last,  entitled 
'*An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imjxirts,  and 
for  other  purposes, ' '  do  hereby  declare  that  the  blockade  of  the  said  ports 
of  Beaufort.  Port  Royal,  and  New  Orleans  shall  so  far  cease  and  deter- 
mine, from  and  after  the  ist  day  of  June  uext»  that  commercial  inter- 
C(3urse  with  those  ports,  except  as  to  persons,  things*  7i\\A  information 
contraband  of  war,  may  from  that  time  Ije  carried  t)!i  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  limitations  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  regulations  which  are  prescribed  by  the  Secretar>^  of  tlie  Treasury* 
in  his  order  of  this  date,  which  is  apj>euded  to  this  proclamation. 

In  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  12th  day  of  May.  A.  D. 
1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
sixth. 
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By  the  President: 

Wn.i.iAM  H.  Skward, 

Seariary  of  State, 


RKGULATIONS  1tei^Tll¥G  TO  TrADK  WITH  POKTS  OPKNED  BY  pROcnAMATlON. 

TrKASURV  DKPAltTMENT.  ^f(^y  //,  iS^2, 
I.  To  vessels  clearing  frotii  foreign  portK  and  ilestinetl  to  ports  openeil  by  tile  pn>c- 
laination  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  this  date,  nauiel  v,  Beanfort,  in  Nortli 
Carolina;  Port  Ruyal.  in  South  Carohnn,  and  New  Orleans,  in  Ivottii&iaua,  licenses 
will  Ik!  g^rantccl  by  consuls  of  the  United  Stales  ujx>n  salidfaclory  evidence  that  the 
vessels  so  licensed  will  convey  no  persons,  ijro|x-rty,  or  infonnatiun  contniband  of 
war  cither  to  or  from  the  u\\A  ports,  which  licen^ies  shaH  lje  exhibited  to  the  conecior 
of  the  i>«irt  to  Hltich  saiil  vessels  may  Ik*  nesi>eclively  l»oii!id  immediately  on  nrrivul, 
and,  if  recpiire*],  to  any  officer  iu  charge  of  the  blockAde;  and  on  1eavinj[(  rtlher  of 
said  p<:»ns  everx-  vessel  will  Ik-  required  to  have  a.  eleamnce  from  the  coUectttr  of  the 
eustoros,  acconling  to  hiw,  showing  no  vtolatian  of  tlic  conditionM  of  the  license. 
Any  violation  of  said  conditions  will  involve  the  forfdtnre  antl  condemnation  of  the 
veMsel  and  c^ir^oand  the  exclusion  of  all  parlies  concerned  from  ony  further  privilege 
of  ciilering  the  t^nited  States  fUirin^  the  war  for  any  purpoHe  whatever. 

^.  To  vi'»***els  of  the  United  Stales  clearing  c^mst wise  for  the  portJi  uforeAfiid  lieeitscs 
CJin  only  l»c  obtained  frt)m  the  Treasury  l>^ 

3.   In  <dl  other  respects  the  exislinjj  bli*  tains  in  fnll  fnrre  nTTi^  rfTcct  :k. 

hilberio  rKiiablisht'd  and  m:itntaine<l,  nor  is  n  rcU-^e^i  bv  Uir  1 
Ti*|<:ir<l  U\  \\w  TKiTti  lo  wlitfli  flu  i*T;i\uiiMri  is  Tjv  tluit  inidnttti .  . .  --^j-. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^H        Abraham  ^^^^^^^^^^F 

[         BV   THE   PRKSIDKNT  Ol'   THE   UnITKD   STATKS  OP   AMERICA. 

^^P  A  PROCLA!^IATION. 

WTiereas  Uierc  appears  in  the  public  prints  what  purports  to  be  a 
proclamaticin  of  Major-General  Hunter,  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

IIeadql^arters  Dhpartmunt  of  the  Soirrir, 
I  Ninon  Head,  S.  C,,  May  y.  /56^. 

■  Gcnerai  Onhrs,  AV.  //, — The  thtx^c  Slates  of  Cleorj^a,  Ilorida,  and  ftotith  Carolhia, 
comprising  the  Military  Dep«rtment  of  the  S<mlh,  having  delit>eratd>  declareij  thein- 

Belvcs  no  longer  imdcr  the  prulcctioti  of  Uie  Unitetl  State**  of  Amcricji»  and  having 
■pkcn  up  Anus  (iguinst  the  s.'^id  I'liiLeil  Statea>  it  ^>eco«le&  a  military  necessity  to 
Beclare  them  under  martial  law*  This  was  aceording:ly  done  on  the  25th  day  of 
Bpiilt  1862.     Slnver\'  and  martini  law  in  a  free  country  arc  altogether  incompatible; 

llic  j.>i:rs«jns  in  the,sc  three  Stales — Georgia,  l*lorida,  and  South  Carolina^ — heretofore 

h»^^f>  oa  shi\x*s  arc  therefore  declared  forever  free. 

■  DAVID   HUNTER, 

^  Alajor-Cencrtit  ComffurndiHK. 

ofadni! 

_  KU  \\\  SMITH, 

■  Aciing  Asmtani  Adjutani-CenemL 

And  whereas  the  same  is  producing  some  excitement  and  misunder- 

5;tanth*ng: 

Therefore  I,  Abraham  Lincoln »  President  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
claim a!id  declare  that  the  (Government  of  llie  United  States  had  m*  knowl- 
edge, infonnation,  or  belief  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  General  Hunter 
to  issue  such  a  pnxiamation,  nor  has  it  yet  any  authentic  information  that 
the  document  is  genuine;  and,  further,  that  neitlier  General  Hunter  nor 
any  other  conunander  or  j^erson  has  lx:cn  authorized  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  make  proclamations  declaring  the  slaves  of  any 
Slate  freehand  that  the  sup|Kised  proclamation  now  in  question,  whether 
genuine  or  false,  is  altogether  void  so  far  as  resj^ects  such  declaration. 

I  further  make  known  that  whether  it  l^c  competent  for  me,  as  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  declare  the  slaves  of  any 
Stale  or  States  free,  and  whether  at  any  time,  in  any  case,  it  shall  have 
l>ccomc  a  necessity  indis] reusable  to  the  maintenance  ^i  the  Government 
to  exercise  such  supp«:»sed  power,  are  questions  which,  under  my  respon- 
^ttiilily,  I  rtfserve  to  mystdf.  and  which  I  can  not  feel  justified  in  !ea\Tng 
to  the  decision  of  commanders  in  the  field.  These  are  totally  different 
questions  from  those  of  ]xilice  regulations  in  annies  and  camps, 

On  the  6th  day  of  March  last,  by  a  special  message,  I  reconnnended  to 
Congress  the  adoption  of  a  joint  resolution  to  be  sulistantially  as  follows: 

Resoiiytd,  That  tlie  ITnited  States  ought  to  coopcmle  with  any  Slate  which  may 
BiSofrt  a  ffiwluid  atMiUnhment  of  slavery,  givtug  to  such  State  |iecuniar>'  aid,  to  be 
Bpptl  hj- such  StiUe,  hi  its  di!«creUon.  to  eainptnsate  f«/r  the  \i\r'  •-■  "'^^^^:tal.,  public 
^pd  private,  produced  by  such  change  of  system > 
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The  resolution,  in  the  language  above  qtioted,  was  adopted  by  large 
majorities  in  !x)tli  branches  of  Congress,  and  now  stands  an  authentic, 
definite,  and  solemn  prop4>sal  of  the  nation  to  the  States  and  people  most 
immediately  interested  in  the  subject-matter.  To  the  people  of  those 
States  I  now  earnestly  appeal^ I  do  not  argue;  I  beseech  you  to  make 
the  arguments  for  yourselves;  you  can  not,  if  you  would,  lie  blind  to  the 
signs  of  tlte  times.  I  beg  of  you  a  calm  and  enlarged  consideration  of 
them,  ratiging,  if  it  may  l>e,  far  above  p^rstinal  and  partisim  |x>litics. 
This  projxjsal  makes  common  cause  for  a  common  object,  casting  no 
reproaches  upon  any.  It  acts  not  the  Pharisee.  The  change  it  contem- 
plates woidd  come  gently  as  the  dews  of  heaven,  not  rending  or  uTeck- 
ing  anything.  Will  you  not  embrace  it?  So  much  go<x!  has  not  been 
done  b>'  one  effort  in  all  past  time  as,  in  the  providence  of  God,  it  is 
now  yoitr  high  i>rivilege  to  do.  May  the  vast  future  not  have  to  lament 
that  you  have  neglected  it. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
rcT*AT  ^         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  lytli  day  of  May,  A,  D. 

I  SEAL* ►  J 

1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

^^^^^^*  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Skward,  Secretary  of  State, 


Bv  THE  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  second  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on 
the  7th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1H62.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  collection  of 
direct  taxes  iu  insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes/*  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President  to  declare,  on  or 
l>efore  the  ist  day  of  July  then  next  following,  by  his  proclamation,  in 
what  States  and  parts  of  States  insurrection  exists: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  thai  the 
States  of  vSouth  Carolina,  Florida »  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Mississipi>i,  Arkansas,  Tennessee.  Nortli  Carolina,  and  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia except  the  following  counties — Hanctxrk,  Brooke,  Ohio,  Marshall, 
Wetzel,  Marion,  Monongalia,  Preston,  Taylor,  Pleasants,  Tyler,  Ritchie, 
Dcjddridge,  Harris^m,  Wofxl,  Jackson,  Wirt,  Roane,  Calhoun,  Gilmer, 
Barbour,  Tucker,  Lewis,  Braxton.  Upshur,  Randolph,  Mason,  Putnam, 
Kanawha,  Clay,  Nicholas,  Cabell,  Wayne,  Boone,  Logan,  Wyoming, 
Webster,  Fayette,  and  Raleigh — are  now  in  insurrection  and  rebellion, 
and  by  reason  thereof  the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States  is  ob- 
structed so  that  the  pro\4sions  of  the  '*Act  to  provide  increased  revenue 
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from  imports,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  pul)lic  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses/' approved  August  5,  1861,  can  not  be  peaceably  executed;  and 
that  the  taxes  legally  chargeal:>le  U|X)n  real  estate  under  the  act  last 
aforesaid  lying  within  tlie  States  and  parts  of  States  as  aforesaid,  to- 
gether with  a  penalty  of  50  per  centum  of  said  taxes,  shall  be  a  lien 
upon  the  tracts  or  lots  of  the  same»  severally  charged »  till  paid. 

In  witness  wliereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  ist  day  of  July,  A.  D» 
1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eighty  sixth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

F,  W.  Skward, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Siaf€, 

By  THK   PRl^IDKNT   iiV  THE   UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

In  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An 
act  to  suppress  insurrection  and  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize 
i^and  couliscate  property  of  relx^ls,  and  for  other  purposes/'  approved  July 
17,  1862,  and  which  act  and  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  thereof  are 
herewith  published,  I,  Abraham  Lincohi,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  pnx:laim  to  and  wana  all  jiersons  %vithin  the  contemplation  of 
said  sixth  section  to  cease  participating  in,  aiding,  countenancing,  or 
abetting  the  existing  reljellion  or  any  rebellion  against  the  Government 
of  tile  United  States  and  to  return  to  their  proper  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  on  pain  of  the  forfeitures  and  seizures  as  within  and  by  said  sixth 
section  provided. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  he  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  25th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  Unitetl  States  the  eighty- 
seventh. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Skward, 

Scactary  of  State. 

[From  SUtutes  at  I^rgc  (til tic.  Brown  &  Co.),  Vol.  X 11,  p.  589  ] 

liM  ACT  to  supi>rcsi  insurrection,  to  punish  trrnsonand  rebellion,  toseiise  atidcotili»c2itc  the  prop* 
erty  of  rehelA,  aiid  for  other  purpo»;es. 

Be  U  ena^cd  hy  the  Si' naif  ami  Housf  of  Reprcseniaiives  nf  the  Ignited  States  of 
America  in  Con^rrs^s  assembled.  That  every  i>crsoii  who  sViall  hereafter  commit  the 
crime  of  treason  against  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  arljudged  guiUy  thereof, 
jihall  suffer  deadi,  and  all  his  slaves,  if  any,  shall  be  declared  and  made  free;  or,  i 
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the  discretion  of  the  court,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  for  not  less  than  five  years  and 
fined  not  less  than  |io,ooo,  and  all  his  slaves,  if  any,  shall  be  declared  and  made  free; 
said  fine  shall  be  levied  and  collected  on  any  or  all  of  the  property,  real  and  personal, 
exchiding  slaves,  of  which  the  said  person  so  convicted  was  the  owner  at  the  time  of 
committing  the  said  crime,  any  sale  or  conveyance  to  tlie  contrary  notwitlistanding. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  incite,  set  on 
foot,  assist,  or  engage  in  any  rebellion  or  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  or  tlie  laws  thereof,  or  shall  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  or  shall  engage 
in  or  give  aid  and  comfort  to  any  such  existing  rebellion  or  insurrection,  and  be 
convicted  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  ten  years,  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  1 10,000,  and  by  the  liberation  of  all 
his  slaves,  if  any  he  have;  or  by  both  of  said  punishments,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  y  That  every  person  guilty  of  either  of  the  offenses 
descrilwd  in  this  act  shall  be  forever  incapable  and  disqualified  to  hold  any  office 
under  the  United  States. 

Si'.c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  in  any  way 
to  affect  or  alter  the  prosecution,  conviction,  or  punishment  of  any  person  or  persons 
guilty  of  treason  against  the  United  States  before  the  passage  of  tliis  act,  unless  such 
jHjrst^n  is  convicted  under  this  act. 

Skc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  insure  the  speedy  termination  of  the 
present  relK^llion  it  shall  l)e  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  vseizure  of  all  the  estate  and  property,  money,  stocks,  credits,  and  effects  of  the 
jxTsons  hereinafter  named  in  this  section,  and  to  apply  and  use  the  same  and  the  pro- 
cetnls  thereof  for  the  support  of  the  Anny  of  the  United  States;  that  is  to  say: 

I'Mrst.  Of  any  person  hereafter  acting  as  an  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  rebels 
in  arms  against  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Seci>ndly.  Of  any  person  hereafter  acting  as  president,  vice-president,  member  of 
congress,  judge  of  any  court,  cabinet  officer,  foreign  minister,  commissioner,  or  con- 
sul of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Thinlly.  Of  any  person  acting  as  governor  of  a  State,  member  of  a  convention 
or  legislature,  or  judge  of  any  court  of  any  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

lH»urthly.  Of  any  person  who,  having  held  an  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  in 
the  Unitetl  States,  sliall  hereafter  hold  an  office  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

l^ifthly.  Of  any  person  hereafter  holding  any  office  or  agency  under  tlie  govern- 
niont  i>f  the  si>-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  or  under  any  of  the  several 
States  of  the  saitl  Confederacy,  or  the  laws  thereof,  whether  such  office  or  agency  l>e 
national.  Stale,  or  municipal  in  its  name  or  character:  Proi*ided,  That  the  persons 
thinlly,  fourthly,  and  fifthly  above  described  shall  ha\-e  accepted  their  appointment 
i>r  elovlion  since  the  date  of  the  pretended  ordinance  of  secession  of  the  State,  or 
shall  have  taken  an  ixUh  of  allegiance  to  or  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  so- 
oalk^l  Ci>iif<.Hlerate  States. 

Sixlhly.  Oi  any  jK^rs^Mi  who,  owning  property  in  any  loyal  State  or  Territor>-  of 
Ihc  IniUHl  Stales,  or  in  the  I>istrict  of  Columbia,  shall  hereafter  assist  and  give  aid 
aiul  cv>iufi>rt  to  such  relx41ion;  and  all  sales,  transfem,  or  conve>-ances  of  any  such 
pn^jHTiy  shall  l>e  null  and  void:  and  it  shall  be  a  sufficient  bar  to  any  suit  brtmght 
b\  siioh  |x  rsi>n  tor  the  jx^ssession  or  tlie  use  of  such  property,  or  any  of  it.  to  allege 
and  prvn  c  that  he  is  one  of  the  persons  describeii  in  this  section. 

Six  o  -  Ind  V  it/ufihtre9tact<'d.  That  if  any  person  i^-ithin  any  State  or  Terri- 
U»r\  i^t  ihc  Unite^l  States,  otlier  than  tlu>se  named  as  aforesaid,  after  the  p:\ssage  of 
this  act.  Ixinv:  cngagetl  in  ;UTneti  rvlx^llion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  v>r  aitling  or  al^etting  such  rebellion,  shall  not,  within  sixty  da>-s  after  public 
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WAfiiing  and  jirodtimttlion  duly  given  ttnd  made  by  the  PresiJcnl  of  thel^niled  States, 
tif»Lso  to  Slid,  ciHiittctmucc.  und  fd*ct  stiidi  rtrt»clluni»  and  nftum  lo  liis  alleg:ifljicc  to  ihc 
I'nited  States,  all  the  ciitutc  and  property,  moiteys,  stocks,  and  credits  of  suclj  per- 
soti  shrtll  l»e  liahle  to  seizure  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  lie  the  duty  of  tlic  President  to 
BtxtK  aiul  use  them  as  aforesaid,  or  the  proceeds  thereof.  And  all  sales,  transfers,  or 
conve_\'anees  of  any  such  property  after  the  expiration  of  tlic  said  sixty  days  from 
tlie  date  of  such  warning  and  pnKdanialion  shall  he  null  and  void;  and  it  shall  he  a 
suiBdent  l^Kir  to  any  suit  brought  by  such  person  for  tlie  possession  or  the  use  of  sudl 
properly,  or  any  of  it,  to  allege  and  pro\'e  that  he  is  one  of  the  jicrsons  described  in 
thb  section. 

Skc*  7-  And  br'  it  further  t^natttd^  That  to  secure  Uie  condemnation  and  sale  of 
any  of  *»uch  property,  after  the  same  shall  have  l>een  seijsed,  st»  that  it  may  be  made 
available  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  proceeding?!  in  rem  shall  be  instituted  in  the  name 
of  the  Tnited  States  in  any  district  court  Ihereof,  or  in  any  Territorial  court,  or  in  tlie 
United  States  district  court  for  Uve  District  of  Columbia,  within  which  the  property 
alKive  «lescrilx«l,  or  any  f»art  tliereof,  uiiiy  Ik?  found,  «»r  into  which  tlie  siime.  if  mova- 
ble, may  first  be  brought,  which  proceeflings  shall  conform  as  nearly  ?^  may  be  to 
proceeilings  in  ailniinilty  or  revenue  casesj  and  if  said  projierty,  whether  real  or  jjer- 
sonal,  shall  be  found  to  have  belonged  to  a  person  engaged  in  relKdlitm,  or  who  has 
given  aid  or  comfort  tliercto,  the  same  shall  l^e  condemned  as  enemies*  property  and 
btfcome  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be  disposed  of  as  the  court  shall 
decrf^c  and  the  proceeds  tlicreof  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the 
piu^ioses  aforcsjiid,  • 

Skc,  8.  Ami  he  ti  further  enacted,  That  the  several  courts  aforesaid  shall  have 
power  to  make  such  orders,  establish  such  fonns  of  decree  and  sale,  and  direct  such 
deeds  and  conveyances  to  be  executed  «nd  delivered  by  tlie  marshals  thereof  where 
real  estite  shall  tje  the  subject  of  sale  as  shall  iitly  and  efficiently  effect  the  purjwses 
of  this  act,  and  vest  in  Uie  purchasen*  of  such  property  giMxl  and  valid  titles  thereto. 
And  the  said  courts  shall  have  pow^^r  to  allow  such  fees  and  charges  of  their  officers 
aj»  sluill  be  reasonable  and  proper  in  the  premises. 

SiCC-  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  oil  slaves  of  persons  who  shall  hereafter 
be  engaged  in  reliellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States^  or  who  shall 
in  uny  way  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  escaping  from  such  persons  and  taking  refuge 
within  Uie  lines  of  Uie  anny,  and  «11  slaves  capture<l  from  such  persons  or  deserted 
by  them  luid  coming  under  the  control  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
all  slaves  of  such  pers<>ns  found  on  [or]  lieing  wiUiin  any  place  occupiei!  by  rebel 
furces  an*l  aften^Tirds  occupied  by  the  forces  of  tlie  Uniteti  States,  sliall  be  deemed 
captives  of  war,  and  shall  t>e  forever  free  of  their  servitude,  and  not  again  held  as 
sUvea. 

Skc  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  slave  escaping  into  any  State,  Tem- 
lory.  or  the  District  of  Columbia  from  any  other  State  shall  lie  delivcfred  up  or  in 
any  way  impeileil  or  hindered  of  his  liberty  except  for  crime  or  some  offense  against 
tJir  laws,  unless  the  perstui  claiming  said  fugitive  sliall  first  make  oath  that  the  per- 
son to  whom  Uie  lal>i:>r  or  service  of  such  fugitive  is  alleged  to  be  rlue  is  his  lawful 
owner  and  has  not  Uirne  arms  against  the  United  States  in  the  present  reljellion  nor 
in  any  way  given  aid  and  comfort  thereto;  and  no  person  engaged  in  the  military 
or  naval  service  t)f  the  United  States  sliall,  under  any  pretense  whatever,  assume  to 
drdtlr  on  the  validity  of  tlic  claim  of  any  person  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any  other 
pef2ion,  or  surrender  up  any  such  person  to  Uie  claimant,  on  pain  of  being  dismissed 
fn)m  lUc  i*er\M'ce. 

Sue.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  tlie  ITnitcd  States  is 
antT  tt  dc*»cent  as  he  may  deem  necessary 

an«i  j  .,  and  for  this  purpoiw  he  may  orgaii- 

W  *aii  nw  Uivpi  in  Bucit  manner  as  lie  muy  judge  tiest  for  the  public  welfare. 
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SHC,  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  of  the  Ignited  States  is 
hereby  authorized  to  make  provision  for  the  trausportalioii,  colonization,  and  settle- 
ment, in  some  tropi(?al  country  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  of  such  per- 
sons of  the  African  race*  tiiadc  free  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  may  tx?  willing 
lo  emigrate,  having  first  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Government  of  said  country  to 
their  protection  and  settlement  within  the  same,  with  all  the  riglits  and  privileges  of 
freemen, 

SkC.  15.  And  be  it  further  cnact^'d,  Tluit  the  Tresident  is  hereby  autliorizetl,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  by  proclamation,  lo  extend  to  persons  who  may  have  particifjated  in 
the  existing  rebellion  in  an}'  State  or  part  theret^f  pardon  and  amnesty,  with  such 
exceptions  and  at  snch  time  and  on  such  conditions  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  public  welfare. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  etiaded^  That  tlie  courts  of  the  Ignited  States  *ihall  have 
full  jKnver  to  institute  proceedings,  make  orders  and  decrees,  issue  process,  and  do 
all  other  things  necessjiry  to  carry  this  act  into  effect- 
Appro  vet! ,  July  17,  1862. 

[I?roiii  SliiluU'i*al  I^rgc  (UlUe,  Brown  &  Co.),  Vol.  XII,  p,  627.] 

JOINT   MliSOI^trriON  cxpbiiiutory  of  **Aii  act  to  suppress  hisurrectioii,  to  pijnisti  treason  and 
rebellion,  to  sfi/e  and  eonfi?*calc  the  pnupcrty  of  rcticls,  ttiitl  for  other  ptiqxjses.*' 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  A'epresentatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Conj^ress  assembled.  That  the  provisions  of  the  third  clause  of  the  fifth 
section  of  "An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize 
and  contiscate  the  projierty  of  rel>els,  and  for  other  purposes"  shall  be  so  construed 
as  not  to  apply  to  any  act  or  acts  <b  me  prior  to  the  passage  thereof,  nor  In  include 
any  mendjcr  of  a  Stiite  legislature  or  judge  of  any  State  court  who  has  not  in  accept- 
ing or  entering  njxin  his  ofHce  taken  an  oath  tu  support  the  constitution  of  the  so- 
called  "Confederate  States  of  America;"'  nor  shall  any  punishment  or  procee^liugs 
under  said  act  he  so  construed  as  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  real  estate  of  the  offender 
beyond  his  natural  life. 

Approved,  July  17,  1862, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Coniinaiuler  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  thereof,  do  hereby  proclaim 
and  declare  that  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  the  war  will  be  prosecuted  for 
the  ol)ject  of  practically  restoring  the  constitutional  relation  between  the 
United  States  and  each  of  the  States  and  the  people  thereof  in  which 
States  that  relation  is  or  may  l>e  susjiended  or  disturl)ed. 

That  it  is  my  purpose,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  to  again 
recommend  the  adoption  of  a  practical  measure  tendering  pecuniary  aid 
to  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  slave  States,  s<>  called,  the  peo- 
ple whereof  may  not  then  l)e  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States^  and 
which  States  may  then  have  voluntarily  adopted,  or  thereafter  may  vol- 
untarih'  adopt »  immediate  or  gradual  abolishment  of  slaver>'  within  their 
resj)ective  limits;  and  that  the  effort  to  colonize  persons  of  African  descent 
with  their  consent  upon  this  continent  or  elsewhere,  with  the  previously 
obtained  consent  of  the  governments  existing  there,  will  be  continued. 
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That  on  the  ist  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1S63,  al!  persons  held  as  slaves 
within  any  State  or  designated  part  of  a  State  the  people  whereof  shall 
then  be  in  reljellion  against  the  United  States  shall  be  then,  thencefor- 
ward, and  forever  free:  and  the  executi\'e  govenniient  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  military'  and  naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize 
and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such  persons  and  will  do  no  act  or  acts  to 
repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  in  any  efforts  they  may  make  for 
their  actual  freedom. 

That  the  Executive  will  on  the  1  st  day  of  January  aforesaid,  by  proc- 
lamation, designate  the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in  which  the 
people  thereof,  respectively,  shall  then  lie  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States;  and  the  fact  that  any  State  or  the  people  thereof  shall  on  that 
day  be  in  good  faith  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  vStates 
by  memlKTs  chosen  thereto  at  elections  wherein  a  majority  of  tlie  quali- 
fied voters  of  such  State  shall  have  participated  shall,  in  the  absence 
of  strong  conn terxai ling  testimony,  be  deemed  conclusi%'e  evidence  that 
such  State  and  the  people  thereof  are  not  then  in  rel:>ellion  against  the 
United  States. 

That  attention  is  hereby  called  to  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "-An 
act  to  make  an  additional  article  of  war,"  approved  March  13,  1862,  and 
which  act  is  in  the  words  and  figure  follownng: 

Be  if  cnacttii  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  f'nifed  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assemtfled.  That  hereafter  the  following  shall  be  pronmlgated 
as  an  aiiditional  article  of  war  for  tlie  government  of  tlie  Army  of  the  United  States^ 
and  sliaU  be  obeyed  and  observ^ed  as  such : 

Akt*  — ,  All  officers  or  persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  are  prohibited  from  employing  any  of  the  forces  under  their  respective  com- 
mands for  tlic  purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  lal>or  who  may  have 
escaped  from  any  ptrs^ms  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  claimerl  to  l*e  due,  and 
any  officer  who  shall  lie  found  giiilty  by  a  court-martial  of  violating  this  article  shall 
be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 


Also  to  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  sup- 
preas  insnrrection,  to  punish  treas<^n  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate 
the  proixrrty  of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes/'  approved  July  17,  1862, 
and  which  sections  are  in  tlte  words  and  figures  following: 

Sec  9,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  slaves  of  persons  who  shall  hereafter 
be  engaged  in  rebellion  against  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  vvho  shall 
in  any  way  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  escaping  from  such  persons  and  taking  refuge 
within  tlie  lines  of  the  anuy,  and  all  slaves  capturefl  from  such  persons  or  deserted 
by  tlicm  and  coming  under  the  control  of  the  Government  of  the  Unitetl  States, 
and  all  slaves  of  such  pcrs^ms  found  on  [or]  being  wnlhin  any  place  occupied  by 
rebel  forces  and  afterwards  otcupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
deemed  captives  of  war  and  shall  hie  forever  free  of  their  servitude  and  not  again 
held  as  slaves. 

Sec  io.  And  ^e  it  further  enacted,  That  no  slave  escaping  into  any  State^  Tenj^ 
^ry,  or  the  District  of  Columbia  from  any  other  Stale  shall  1>e  delivered  up  or^ 
M  r-voi,  v^— 7 
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Htiy  way  impeded  or  hindered  of  liis  lihcrty  except  forcriine  or  some  offense  against 
the  !aws»  unless  the  person  claiming  said  furtive  shall  first  make  oath  Uiat  the  per* 
son  to  whom  tlie  InhoT  or  service  of  such  fugitive  is  alleged  to  t>e  due  is  his  lawful 
owner  and  has  not  borne  arms  against  the  United  Slates  in  the  present  rebellion  nor 
in  any  way  given  aid  and  comfort  thereto;  and  no  person  engaged  in  the  mtlitAr\'  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  under  any  pretense  whatever,  assume  to 
decide  on  the  validity  of  tlie  claim  of  any  person  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any  other 
person  or  surrender  up  .itiy  such  person  in  the  claimant  on  j>aiii  of  I »cing  dismissed 
from  the  ser\4ce. 

And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  upon  and  order  all  persons  engaged  in  the 
niihtary  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  to  obser\-e»  ol^ey,  and 
enforce  within  their  respective  spheres  of  serv*ice  the  act  and  sections 
alxjve  recited. 

And  the  Executive  will  in  due  time  recommend  that  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  shall  have  remained  loyal  tliereto  throughout  the  re- 
bellion shall,  upon  the  restoration  of  the  constitutional  relation  Ijetween 
the  United  States  and  their  respective  States  and  people,  if  that  relation 
shall  have  been  suspended  or  distiu'bed,  be  compensated  for  all  losses  by 
acts  of  the  United  States,  including  the  loss  of  slaves. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  catised  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  22d  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1862,  and  of  the  Indef^endence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-seventh.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLLL^M  H.  Sew^ard,  S€cre(afy  0/  Stale. 


[SKAL.] 


By  the  pKKsrnKNT  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  has  become  necessar>'  to  call  into  ser\^ice  not  only  volun- 
teers, but  also  portions  of  the  militia  of  the  States  by  draft  in  order  to 
suppress  the  insurrection  existing  in  the  United  Stales,  and  disloyal 
persons  are  not  adequately  restrained  by  the  ordinar>*  processes  of  law 
from  hindering  this  measure  and  from  giving  aid  and  comfort  in  various 
ways  to  the  insurrection: 

Now,  therefore,  l>e  it  ordered,  first,  that  during  the  LXL^tmi;  ttiMint^- 
tion,  and  as  a  necessar>'  mcasiu"e  for  suppressing  the  same*  all  rebels  and 
insurgents,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  witliin  the  United  States,  and  all 
pen^ns  discouraging  volunteer  enlistments,  resisting  mih'tia  drafts,  or 
guilty  of  any  dislo>  al  practice  affording  aid  and  comfort  to  rebels  agaiiist 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  sliall  Ixr  subject  to  martial  law  and 
liable  to  trial  and  punishment  ^^        "^  -  •  ,^^  mfUtar>'  commise%lons; 

second,  that  tlie  writ  of  habeas  .  led  in  re;*|>ect  to  all  per- 

sons arrest ed,  or  who  are  now  or  heit^attcr  during  the  rcbeUkm  shall  be 


Abraham  Lincoln 


99 


imprisoned  in  any  fort,  camp,  arsenal,  military  prison,  or  other  place  of 
confinement  by  any  military  authority  or  by  the  sentence  of  any  court- 
martial  or  military  commission. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  liand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  l>e  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washing-ton,  this  24th  day  of  September, 
A,  D.  1S62,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-seventh.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

W11.UAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[SKAI..] 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 


Major-General  H.  W.  HallKCK, 

Commanding  in  the  Department  of  Missouri, 

Gknhral:  As  an  insurrection  exists  in  the  United  States  and  is  in 
arms  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  you  are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered 
to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  within  the  limits  of  the  military 
division  under  your  command  and  to  exercise  martial  law^  as  you  find  it 
necessary,  in  your  discretion,  to  secure  the  public  safety  and  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  Ijc  affixed,  at  Washington,  this  2d  day  of 


[seal.] 


December »  A.  D.  1861. 


By  the  President: 

William  H.  Sew^akd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


ABRAHAM  I.INCOLN. 


General  Orders,  No,  in. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office. 

Washington,  December  ja,  186 r, 

"^  T»  1*  *l*  3f»  sJS  5f£ 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  expre^ve  of  tlic  recogniUoa  by  Confess  of  the  gallant  and  palriolic 
flervices  of  th<r  late  Brigadier-General  NnUiutiitrl!  Lyon  tind  Ihc  officers  and  soldiers  under  his 
Conmiand  at  the  battle  of  Spriii^eld,  Mo. 

Resolved  by  ike  Senate  ami  ff oust  of  Representatives  of  the  VnUed  States  of  Amer- 
ica in  Congress  assemb/cd,  i.  Tliat  CongTess  deems  it  just  and  proper  to  enter  itpon 
its  records  a  recoguition  of  the  eminent  and  patriotic  services  of  the  late  Brigadier- 
General  Nathaniel  Lyon.  The  country  to  whose  sennce  he  devoted  his  life  will 
guard  and  preserve  his  fame  as  a  part  of  its  own  glory. 
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2.  Thai  ilie  thanks  of  Confess  are  hereby  gtveu  to  the  brave  ofiicers  and  soldiere 
who,  irncler  the  cotimmTid  of  the  late  General  Lyon,  sustaiiieil  tlie  honor  of  the  flag 
and  achieved  victory  against  overwhelming  numbers  at  the  battle  of  Springfield*  in 
Missouri;  and  that,  in  order  to  coiiiinemorate  an  event  so  honorable  to  the  country 
and  to  themselves,  it  is  ordered  that  each  regiment  engaged  shall  be  authorized  to 
liear  upon  its  colors  the  word  "Spriiiglield/'  embroidered  in  letters  of  gold.  And 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  recjnestetl  to  cause  these  resolutions  to 
be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in  the  Army  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  the  foreg^oing  joint  res- 
olution be  read  at  the  head  of  ever>^  regiment  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

By  command  of  Major- General  McClellan: 

U  THOMAS, 

Adjuiant-  GeneniL 


War  Department, /<3««^/j  2^,  1S62. 

The  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  has  re- 
ceived information  of  a  brilliant  victory  by  the  United  States  forces  over 
a  large  body  of  aniied  traitors  and  rebels  at  Mill  Springs,  in  the  State  of 
Ketitucky.  He  rettirns  thanks  to  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  who 
won  that  victory,  and  when  the  official  reports  shall  be  received  the  mili- 
tary and  ]3ersonal  valor  displayed  in  battle  will  be  acknowledged  and 
rewarded  in  a  fitting  manner. 

The  courage  that  encountered  and  vanquished  the  greatly  sui>erior 
numbers  of  the  reljel  force,  pursued  and  attacked  litem  in  their  intrench- 
meiits,  and  paused  not  until  the  enemy  was  completely  routed  merits 
and  receives  commendation. 

The  puqwxse  uf  this  war  is  to  attack,  pursue,  and  destroy  a  rebellious 
enemy  and  to  deliver  the  country  from  danger  menaced  by  traitors. 
Alacrity,  daring,  courageous  spirit,  and  patriotic  zeat  oti  all  occasions  and 
under  every  circttmstance  are  expected  from  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  prompt  and  spirited  mo\'enients  and  daring  Ixiltle  of  Mill 
Springs  the  nation  will  realize  its  hopes,  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  rejoice  to  honor  every  soldier  and  officer  who  proves  his  cour- 
age by  charging  with  the  bayonet  and  storming  intrenchments  or  in  the 
blaze  of  the  enemy's  fire. 

By  order  of  the  President:  ^^^^^  ^j   STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

PRKSIDENT'S   GKr^RAL  WaH    OrDER    No.    I. 

Executives  Mansion, 
Washington,  January  ^7,  1862, 
Ordered,  That  the  22A  day  of  February,  1862,  Ije  the  day  for  a  general 
movemait  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  against  the 


■ 


■^***  Abraham, LifKoln 


lOT 


insurgent  forces;  that  especially  the  army'al-aiKi  about  Fortress  Monroe, 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  Aniiy  of  WestctH  \jrginia,  the  army  near 
Munfordville,  Ky.,  the  army  and  flotilla  at  Carro^.-^ad  a  naval  force  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  be  ready  to  move  on  that  day.  '    /,* 

That  all  other  forces,  Ijoth  land  and  naval,  wilh  theiF*  respective  com- 
manders,  obey  existing  orders  for  the  time  and  be  ready  ta  obe\^  addi- 
tional orders  when  duly  given,  -  /,  * . 

That  the  heads  of  Departments,  and  especially  the  Secretaries  ^f' War 
and  of  the  Na\nr',  with  all  their  subordinates,  and  the  General  in  Chief; 
with  all  other  commanders  and  subordinates  of  land  and  naval  forces 
will  severally  Ije  held  to  their  strict  and  full  responsibilities  for  prompt 
execution  of  this  order.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

President's  Special  War  Order  No,  i. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  January  j/,  i862. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac^ 
after  providing  safely  for  the  defense  of  Washington,  lie  formed  into  an 
expedition  for  the  immediate  object  of  seizing  and  occupying  a  fjoint 
upon  the  railroad  south  westward  of  what  is  known  as  Manassas  Junc- 
tion: all  details  to  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  General  in  Chiefs  and  the 
expedition  to  mo\'e  Ijefore  or  on  the  2 2d  day  of  Febrnary  next. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  11,  1862. 

Ordered^  That  D.  C*  McCallum  l>e,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  military 
director  and  superintendent  of  railroads  in  the  United  States,  with  anthor- 
ity  to  enter  ui3<jn.  take  possession  of,  hold,  and  use  all  railroads,  engines, 
cars,  locomotives,  eqnipments,  appendages,  and  ajipurtenances  that  may 
be  required  for  the  transport  of  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  and  military 
supplies  of  the  United  States,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  and  things 
that  may  be  necessary'  or  proper  to  be  done  for  the  safe  and  si>eedy  trans- 
port aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States:  IvDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department,  February  13,  1862, 
Ordered,  \.  That  all  applications  to  go  sontli  across  the  militar\^  lines 
of  the  linited  States  be  made  to  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  command- 
ing at  Baltimore,  who  will  grant  or  ref  nse  the  same  at  his  discretion. 
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2.  That  all  prisoners  of  A\^r  and  otlier  persons  imprisoned  by  authority 
of  any  department  of,tiie'iTOvernnient  who  shall  t>e  released  on  parole  or 
exchange  shall  repoH  themselves  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  Balti- 
more to  Major-.Geneflil  Dix  and  be  subject  to  his  direction  while  remain- 
ing in  thtit  cfty/  Any  failure  to  obser^^e  this  order  will  Ijc  taken  as  a 
forfeiture  <5Cthe  parole  or  exchange. 

Th^\i:egnlation  heretofore  existing  which  required  passes  across  the 
military  lines  of  the  United  States  to  be  signed  by  the  Secretar)'  of  State 
aild  donntersigiied  by  the  General  Commanding  is  rescinded. 
•  ;•-■'  By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Seereiar}'  of  War, 


ExKCCTivK  Order  No.  i,  Rklating  to  Political  Prisoners. 

War  Department, 
Washingion,  February  //,  1862^ 

The  breaking  out  of  a  foniiidable  insurrection  based  on  a  conflict  of 
political  ideas,  being  an  event  without  precedent  in  the  United  States, 
was  necessarily  attended  by  great  confusion  and  perplexity  of  the  public 
mind.  Disloyalty  before  unsuspected  suddenly  became  told,  and  treason 
astonished  the  world  by  bringing  at  once  into  the  field  military  forces 
superior  in  nunil>er  to  the  standing  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Every  department  of  the  Government  was  paralyzed  by  treason. 
Defection  apj>eared  in  the  Senate,  in  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  in 
the  Cabinet,  in  the  Federal  courts;  ministers  and  consuls  returned  from 
foreign  countries  to  enter  the  insurrectionar>'  councils  or  land  or  naval 
forces;  commanding  and  other  officers  of  the  Army  and  in  the  Naw  l>e* 
trayed  our  councils  or  deserted  their  posts  for  commands  in  the  insurgent 
forces.  Treason  was  flagrant  in  the  revenue  and  in  the  post-office  serv- 
ice»  as  well  as  in  the  Territorial  governments  and  in  the  Indian  reserves. 

Not  only  governors,  judges,  legislators,  and  ministerial  officers  in  the 
States,  but  even  whole  States  rushed  one  after  another  with  apparent 
unanimity  into  rebellion.  The  capital  was  besieged  and  its  connection 
wdth  all  the  States  cut  off. 

Even  in  the  portions  of  the  countr>^  which  were  most  loj^al  political 
combinations  and  secret  societies  were  formed  furthering  the  work  of  dis- 
union,  while,  from  motives  of  disloyalty  or  cupidit}'  or  from  excited  pas- 
sions  or  perverted  sympathies,  individuals  w^ere  found  funiishing  men, 
money,  and  materials  of  war  and  snpphes  to  the  insurgents'  militar>'  and 
naval  forces.  Armies,  ships,  fortifications,  navy-yards,  arsenals,  military 
posts,  and  garrisons  one  after  another  were  betrayed  or  abandoned  to  the 
insurgents. 

Congress  had  not  anticipated,  and  so  had  not  provided  for,  the  emer- 
gency.    The  municipal  authorities  were  powerless  and  inactive.     The 
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judicial  niachiiiery  seemed  as  if  it  had  been  designed,  not  to  sustain  the 
Governnient,  but  to  emljarrass  and  lietray  it. 

Forei gu  interv^eutiou ,  openly  iuvited  and  industriously  instigated  by  the 
aljettors  of  the  insurrection,  l>ecame  inuiiinetit,  and  has  only  been  pre- 
vented by  the  practice  of  strict  and  impartial  justice,  with  the  most  perfect 
moderation,  in  our  intercourse  with  nations. 

The  public  mind  was  alarmed  and  apprehensive,  though  fortunately 
not  distracted  or  disheartened.  It  seemed  to  lie  doubtful  whether  the 
Federal  Goveniment,  which  one  year  before  had  been  thought  a  model 
worthy  of  universal  acceptance,  had  indeed  the  abiUty  to  defend  and 
maintain  itself. 

Some  reverses^  which,  perhaps,  were  unavoidable,  suffered  by  newly 
lened  and  inefficient  forces,  discouraged  the  loyal  and  gave  new  hopes 
to  the  insurgents.  Voluntary  enlistments  seemed  about  to  cease  and 
desertions  commenced.  Parties  speculated  upon  the  question  whether 
conscription  had  not  become  necessarj^  to  fill  up  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

In  this  emergency  the  President  felt  it  his  duty  to  employ  with  energy 
the  extraordinary  powers  which  the  Constitution  confides  to  !um  in  cases 
of  insurrection.  He  called  into  the  field  such  military  and  naval  forces, 
unautliorized  by  the  existing  laws,  as  seemed  necessary.  He  directed 
measures  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  post-ofEce  for  treasonable  correspond* 
euce.  He  subjected  passengers  to  and  from  foreign  countries  to  new 
passport  regulations,  and  he  instituted  a  blockade,  suspended  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  various  places,  and  caused  persons  who  were  represented 
to  him  as  Ijeing  or  alxmt  to  engage  in  disloyal  and  treasonable  practices 
to  l>e  arrested  by  special  civil  as  w^ell  as  militar>^  agencies  and  detained 
in  military  custody  whtrii  necessary  to  prevent  them  and  deter  others 
from  such  practices,  Kxamiuations  of  such  cases  were  instituted,  and 
some  of  the  persons  so  arrested  have  been  discharged  from  time  to  time 
under  circumstances  or  upon  conditions  compatilile,  as  was  thought,  with 
the  public  safety. 

Meantime  a  favorable  change  of  public  opinion  has  occurred.  The  line 
between  loyalty  and  disloyalty  is  plainly  defined.  The  whole  structure 
of  the  Government  isTinn  and  stable.  Apprehension  of  public  danger 
and  facilities  for  treasonable  practices  have  dimitiished  with  the  passions 
which  prompted  heedless  jiersons  to  adopt  them.  The  insurrection  is 
believed  to  have  culniinated  and  to  be  declining. 

Tlie  President,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  anxious  to  favor  a  return  to 
the  normal  course  of  the  Administration  as  far  as  regard  for  the  public 
welfare  will  allow,  directs  that  all  political  prisoners  or  state  prisoners 
now  held  in  military  custody  Ijc  released  on  their  subscribing  to  a 
parole  engaging  them  to  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will,  however,  in  his  discretion,  except  from  the 
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effect  of  this  order  any  persons  detained  as  spies  in  the  sendee  of  the  insur- 
gents, or  others  whose  release  at  the  present  moment  may  be  deemed 
incompatible  with  the  pubhc  safety. 

To  all  persons  who  shall  be  so  released  and  who  shall  keep  their  parole 
the  President  grants  an  amnesty  for  any  past  offenses  of  treason  or  dis- 
loyalty which  they  may  have  committed. 

Extraordinary  arrests  will  hereafter  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
military  authorities  alone. 

By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War, 

The  President's  Thanks  to  the  Forces  that  Captured  Fort 
Henry  and  Roanoke  Island. 

Washington  Cit\%  1).  C,  February  is,  1S62, 
The  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  returns 
thanks  to  Brigadier-General  Burnside  and  Flag-Officer  Goldsbt^rongh, 
and  to  Brigadier-General  Grant  and  Flag-Officer  Fcx^te,  and  the  land  and 
naval  forces  under  their  respective  commands,  for  their  gallant  achieve- 
ments in  the  capture  of  Fort  Henr>^  and  at  Roanoke  Island,  While  it  will 
be  no  ordinary  pleasure  for  him  to  acknowledge  and  reward  in  a  becoming 
manner  the  valor  of  the  living,  he  also  recognizes  his  duty  to  pay  fitting 
honor  to  the  memory  of  the  gallant  dead.  The  charge  at  Roanoke  Island, 
like  the  bayonet  charge  at  Mill  Springs,  proves  that  the  close  grapple 
and  sharp  steel  of  loyal  and  patriotic  soldiers  must  always  put  rebels  and 
traitors  to  flight. 

The  late  achievements  of  the  Navy  ,sliow  that  the  flag  of  the  Union, 
once  bonie  in  proud  glory  around  the  world  by  naval  hertzes,  will  soon 
again  float  over  every  rel>el  city  and  stronghold,  and  that  it  shall  forever 
lie  honored  and  respected  as  the  emblem  of  liberty  and  union  in  everj^ 
land  and  upon  every  sea. 

By  order  of  Ihe  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  IVar^ 
GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D,  C,  Febfumy  ij,  1862. 
Brigadier- General  F.  W.  Lander: 

The  President  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  obserx*ed  with  pleasure  the 
activity  and  enterprise  manifested  by  yourself  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  your  command.  Yon  have  shown  how  much  may  be  done  in  the  worst 
weather  and  worst  roads  by  a  spirited  officer  at  the  head  of  a  small  force 
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of  brave  men,  unwilling  to  waste  life  in  camp  when  the  enemies  of  their 
country  are  within  reach.  Your  brilliant  success  is  a  happy  presage  of 
what  may  be  expected  when  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  shall  be  led  to  the 
field  by  their  gallant  general. 


EDWIN  M 


STANTON, 
SiTniary  of  liar. 


General  Orders,  No.  16. 

Headquakters  of  the  Army. 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  Fcbmary  18,  1862, 
L  The  following  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  tw^o  Houses  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  are  published  fur  the  information  of  the  Army: 

J^esohrd,  That  the  two  Houses  wi!l  a&semljle  in  the  Chamber  of  the  Hoitse  of 
Representatives  ou  Saturday,  tlie  lad  tiay  of  Februan^  insUiit,  at  12  o*clock  merid- 
ian»  and  that  in  the  presence  of  the  I  wo  Houses  of  Congress  thus  assembled  the 
FareweU  Address  of  George  \Vashinj*ton  to  the  people  of  ihe  United  States  shall  be 
read;  and  that  tlie  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives Ije  requcsteil  to  invite  the  President  of  the  t'nited  Stales,  llie  heads  of  the 
several  Departments,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  representatives  from  all 
foreijj^n  governments  near  this  Government,  and  such  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
and  distingnisheil  citizens  as  may  tlieii  be  at  the  seat  of  Government  to  be  present 
on  that  occasion, 

Resoh^ed,  That  the  President  of  the  Utiitetl  States,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  be  requested  to  direct  that  orders  te  issued  for  the  reading  to 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  tlie  United  States  of  the  Farewell  Address  of  George  Wash- 
jngton,  or  such  parts  tliereof  as  he  may  select,  on  the  22d  day  of  February  instant. 

IL  Iti  compliance  with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  orders  that 
the  following  extracts  from  the  Farewell  Address  of  George  Washington 
be  read  to  the  troops  at  every  niilitary  post  and  at  the  head  of  the  several 
regiments  and  corps  of  the  Army: 

Inter%vo\-en  as  is  the  love  of  lil>erty  wth  every  ligament  of  your  hearts,  no  recom- 
mendation of  mine  is  necessary  to  fortify  or  confirm  the  attachment. 

The  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  you  one  people  is  also  now  dear  to 
you.  It  is  justly  so,  for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  cilifice  of  your  real  independence^ 
tlie  support  of  your  iranqutllity  at  homet  your  peace  abroad,  of  your  safety,  of  your 
prosperity,  of  that  very  liberty  which  you  so  highly  prize.  Rut  as  it  is  easy  to  fore- 
see that  from  different  causes  and  from  different  cpmrters  much  jmins  will  l)e  taken, 
many  artifices  employed,  to  weaken  in  your  minds  the  conviction  of  this  truth,  as 
this  is  the  ptnnt  in  your  political  fortress  against  which  the  batteries  of  internal  and 
external  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actively  (though  often  covertly  and 
insidiously)  directed,  it  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate  the 
immense  value  of  your  national  union  to  your  collective  and  individual  happieiess; 
that  you  should  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  attachment  to  it;  accus- 
toming yourselves  to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  palliidium  of  your  political 
safely  and  prosperity;  watching  for  iLs  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety;  discoun- 
tenancing whatever  may  suggest  even  a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  aban- 
doned»  and  indignantly  frowming  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt  to  alienate 
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any  portion  f>f  uiir  country  from  tlie  rest  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacretl  lies  wliicli  now 
link  toj^elher  the  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  everv*  inducement  of  synipathy  and  interest.  Citizens  by  birtli 
or  choice  of  a  common  countrj%  that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate  your  affec- 
tions. The  name  of  American,  which  l*elonj^s  to  you  in  your  nalioiial  capacity,  must 
always  exalt  the  just  pritie  of  patriotism  more  than  any  :ip|x!llatinn  derived  from 
local  di«y:ri  mi  nations.  With  slij^ht  sliades  of  difference,  you  have  the  same  reli^on* 
manners,  habits,  and  ^lolitical  principles.  Yfvu  have  in  a  common  cause  fought  and 
triumphed  together.  The  independence  and  hherly  you  possess  are  the  work  of 
joint  councils  and  joint  efforts,  of  common  dangers,  sufferings,  and  successes. 

While,  then,  every  part  of  our  country  thus  feels  an  ininicdiate  and  particular 
interest  in  union,  all  the  parts  combineti  can  not  fail  to  find  in  the  unileti  mass  of 
means  and  efforts  greater  strength,  greater  resource,  proportionably  greater  security 
from  external  danger,  a  less  frequent  interruption  of  their  peace  b^-  foreign  nations, 
and,  what  is  of  inestimable  value,  they  must  derive  from  union  an  exemption  from 
those  broils  and  wars  Ijetween  themselves  which  so  frequently  afflict  neighboring 
countries  not  lied  together  by  tlie  same  governments,  which  their  own  rivalships 
alone  would  l>e  sufficient  to  produce,  but  which  opposite  foreign  alliances,  attach- 
ments, and  intrigues  would  stimulate  and  imbitter.  Hence,  likewise,  they  will  avoid 
the  necessity  of  those  overgrown  military  establishments  which,  under  any  form  of 
govern  men  t^  are  inauspicious  to  liberty,  and  w^hich  are  to  be  regarded  as  particularly 
hostile  to  republican  Hljerty.  \\\  this  sense  it  is  that  your  union  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  main  prop  of  your  liiierty,  and  that  the  love  of  the  one  ought  to  endear  to 
you  the  preservation  of  the  other. 

To  the  efficacy  and  pennaneucy  of  your  union  a  government  for  the  whole  is  indis- 
pensable. No  alliances,  however  strict,  lielween  the  parts  can  Ik-  an  adequate  sub- 
stitute. They  must  inevitably  experience  the  infractions  and  inlerrnptions  which 
all  alliances  in  all  times  have  experienced.  Sensible  of  ibis  momentous  truth,  yon 
have  improved  upon  jour  first  essay  by  the  adoption  of  a  Constitution  of  Govern- 
ment better  calculated  than  your  foniier  for  an  intimate  union  «^nd  for  the  efficacious 
management  of  your  common  concerns.  This  (government,  the  offspring  of  our  own 
choice,  uninfluenced  and  unaweil,  adopted  ujwn  full  investigation  and  mature  delib- 
eration, completely  free  in  its  principles,  in  the  distribution  of  its  powers,  uniting 
security  with  energy',  and  containing  witliin  itself  a  provision  for  its  own  amendment, 
bas  a  just  claim  to  your  confidence  and  your  support.  Respect  for  its  authority, 
compliance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence  in  its  measures,  are  duties  enjoineil  by  the 
fundamental  ma:sinis  of  true  HlK^rty.  The  basis  of  our  political  systems  is  the  right 
of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  their  constitutions  of  government.  But  the  con- 
stitution which  at  any  lime  exists  till  changed  by  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of 
the  whole  people  is  sacredly  obligator)'  upon  all.  The  ver)-'  idea  of  the  power  and 
the  right  of  Uie  people  to  establish  government  presupposes  the  duty  of  every  indi- 
vidual to  obey  tlie  established  government. 

All  ol>structions  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  all  cotnbi nations  and  as^sociations, 
under  whatever  plausible  character,  wiUi  the  real  design  to  direct,  control,  counter- 
act, or  aw*e  the  regular  deliberation  and  action  of  the  c<inslituted  authorities,  are 
destructive  of  this  fundamental  principle  and  of  fatal  tendency.  They  serve  to 
orga^nize  faction;  to  give  it  an  artificial  and  extraordinary*  force;  to  put  in  the  place 
of  the  delegated  wnll  of  the  nation  the  will  of  a  piuiy,  often  a  small  but  artful  and 
enterprising  minority  of  the  community,  and,  according  to  tlae  alternate  triumphs  of 
different  parties,  to  make  the  public  adtninistration  the  mirror  of  the  ill-concerted 
and  incongruous  projects  of  faction  rather  than  the  organ  of  consistent  and  whole- 
some plans,  digested  by  common  counsels  and  modified  by  mutual  interests. 
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Of  all  Ihe  dispositions  and  liabils  which  leatl  tu  political  prosiHtity,  rtlij^noii  awA 
morality  are  itidispensjihlc  supjwirls.  In  vain  would  that  man  claim  the  irihuU-  of 
patrioti&m  who  should  lalMir  to  subvert  these  great  pillars  of  human  happinetvs — these 
finiiest  pHLips  of  the  duties  of  men  aTid  citizens.  The  mere  politician,  equally  with 
the  pious  iiiau,  ou^ht  to  res|>ect  and  to  cherish  Iheni.  A  volume  could  not  trace  all 
their  connections  with  private  and  public  felicity,  l^t  it  simply  be  asked,  Where 
is  the  security  for  property »  for  reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  rehgious  obligation 
deseti  the  oaths  which  are  the  instruments  of  ijivestigalion  in  courts  of  justice?  And 
let  tis  with  caution  indulge  the  supposition  that  morality  can  be  iiiaintainefl  without 
religion.  Whatever  may  be  concederl  to  the  inHuence  of  refined  education  on  minds 
of  peculiar  structure^  reason  and  ex|>erience  both  forbid  us  to  expect  that  national 
morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  of  religious  principle. 

It  is  substantially  true  that  virtue  or  morality  is  a  necessary  spring  of  popular 
government.  The  rule  indeed  extends  with  more  or  less  force  to  every  species  of 
free  government.  Who  that  is  a  sincere  friend  to  it  can  look  with  indifference  upon 
attempts  to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  fabric?  Promote,  then,  as  an  object  of  pri- 
xix^xy  importance,  institutions  for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowdedge.  In  proportion 
Hii  the  structure  of  a  government  gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essential  that 
public  opinion  should  Ije  enlightened. 

Observe  good  faith  and  justice  toward  all  nations.  Cultivate  peace  and  harmony 
wnth  all.  Religion  and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct.  And  can  it  be  that  goofl  jkjI- 
vcy  does  not  equally  enjoin  it?  It  will  Ixf  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightenetb  find  at  no 
distant  period  a  great  nation  to  give  to  mankind  the  magnanimous  and  too  novel 
example  of  a  people  always  guided  by  an  exalted  justice  and  benevolence.  Who 
can  doubt  that  in  the  course  of  time  and  things  the  fruits  of  such  a  plan  would  richly 
repay  any  temporary  advantages  which  might  be  lost  by  a  steady  adherence  to  it? 
Can  it  lie  that  lYovidence  has  not  connectetl  the  permanent  felicity  of  a  nation  with 
its  virtue?     The  experiment,  at  least,  is  recommended  by  every  sentiment  which 

nobles  human  nature.     Alasl  is  it  rendered  impossible  by  its  vices? 

Harmony,  liberal  intercourse  with  all  nations,  are  recommended  by  policy,  human- 
ity, and  interest.  But  even  our  commercial  policy  should  hold  an  equal  and  ini)mrtial 
hand,  neither  seeking  nor  granting  exclusive  favors  or  preferences;  consulting  the 
natural  course  of  things;  diffusing  and  diversifying  by  gentle  means  the  streams  of 
commerce,  but  forcing  nothing;  establishing  witli  powers  so  disposed,  in  order  to 
give  trade  a  stable  course,  to  define  the  rights  of  our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the 
Government  to  suppc^rt  them,  conventional  ndes  of  intercourse,  the  best  that  present 
circumstances  and  nnituid  opinion  will  i>ennit,  but  temi>orary  and  liable  to  lie  from 
time  to  time  aljiindoned  or  varied  as  experience  and  circumstances  shall  dictate; 
constantly  keeping  in  view  that  it  is  folly  in  one  nation  to  look  for  disititerested 
favors  from  another;  that  it  must  pay  with  a  portion  of  its  independence  for  what- 
ever it  may  accept  under  that  character;  that  by  such  acceptance  it  may  place  itself 
in  the  condition  of  having  given  equivalents  for  nominal  favors,  and  yet  of  being 
reproached  wdtli  ingratitude  for  not  giving  more.  Tltere  can  be  no  greater  error 
than  to  expect  or  calculate  upon  real  favors  from  nation  to  nation.  It  is  an  illusion 
which  experience  must  cure,  which  a  just  pride  ought  to  discard. 

In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  tliese  counsels  of  an  old  and  a(Tectionate  friend 
I  dare  not  hope  they  will  make  tlie  strong  and  lasting  impression  I  could  wish — that 
they  will  control  the  usnal  current  of  the  passions  or  prevent  our  nation  from  run- 
ning the  course  which  has  hitherto  marked  the  destiny  of  nations.  But  if  I  may 
even  flatter  myself  that  they  may  be  productive  of  some  partial  benefit,  some  occa- 
sional good— that  they  may  now  and  then  recur  to  mo<ierate  the  fury  of  party  spirit, 
to  warn  against  the  mischiefs  of  foreign  intrigue,  to  guard  against  the  imposture*  r* 
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pretended  patriotism — this  hope  will  be  a  full  recompense  for  the  !K>licitude  for  your 
welfare  by  which  they  have  liteii  dictated. 

Though  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my  Administration  I  am  unconscious  of  inten- 
tional error,  I  am  nevertheless  too  sensible  of  my  defects  not  to  think  it  probable  that 
I  may  have  committed  many  errors.  Wliatever  they  may  l>e,  I  fervently  l^seech  the 
Almighty  to  avert  or  mitigate  the  evils  to  which  they  may  tend.  1  shal!  also  carry 
with  me  the  hope  tlvat  my  country  will  never  cease  to  view  them  with  imlulgence» 
and  that,  after  forty-five  years  of  my  life  dedicated  to  iU  service  with  an  upright  zeal^ 
the  faults  of  incompetent  abilities  will  lie  consigned  to  oblivion,  as  myself  must  soon 
be  to  the  mansions  of  rest. 

Relying  on  its  kindness  in  this  as  in  other  tilings,  and  actuated  by  that  fer\'ent  love 
toward  it  which  is  so  natural  to  a  man  who  views  in  it  the  native  soil  of  himself  and 
his  progenitors  for  several  generations,  I  anticipate  with  pleasing  expectation  that 
retreat  in  which  I  promise  myself  to  realize  witlumt  alloy  the  sweet  enjoyment  of 
partaking  in  the  midst  of  my  fellow -citizens  the  benign  influence  of  good  laws  under 
a  free  government — the  ever-favorite  object  of  my  heart,  and  the  happy  reward,  as  I 
trust,  of  our  mutual  cares,  labors,  and  dangers. 


By  coiiimand  of  Major-General  McClellan: 


L.  THOMAS, 

A  dju  ta  n  /-  General, 


War  Department, 
Washinghn  Ct7v,  D.  C,  February  iS,  1862, 
Ordered  by  the  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  A^avy 
of  the  Unikd  States,  That  on  the  2  2d  da\^  of  February,  in  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Re]>reseiitatives,  immediately  after  the  Farewell  Address  of 
George  Washingtoti  shall  have  been  read,  the  rebel  flags  lately  captured 
by  the  United  States  forces  shall  be  presented  to  Congress  by  the  Adjtl- 
tant- General,  to  l>e  disposed  of  as  Confess  may  direct. 

By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  2j,  1862, 

Ordered,  first.  On  and  after  tlie  25th  day  of  Febniary  instant  the 
President,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress,  takes  military  possession  of 
all  the  telegraph  lines  in  the  United  States, 

Second.  All  telegraphic  connnunications  in  regard  to  military  opera- 
tions not  expressly  authorized  by  the  War  Department,  the  General  Com- 
manding,  or  the  generals  commanding  armies  in  the  field,  in  the  several 
departments,  are  absohitely  forbidden. 

Third,  All  newspapers  publishing  militar>^  news,  however  obtained  and 
by  whatever  medium  received,  not  authorized  by  the  official  authority 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph  will  be  excluded  thereafter  from 
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Ireceiving  information  by  telegraph  or  from  transmitting  their  papers  by 
f  railroad. 

Fourth.  Edward  S.  Sanford  is  made  military'  supervisor  of  telegraphic 
messages  throtigliout  the  United  States.  Anson  Stager  is  made  military 
superintendent  of  all  telegraph  lines  and  offices  in  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  This  possession  and  control  of  the  telegraph  lines  is  not  intended 
to  interfere  in  any  respect  with  the  ordinar>'  affairs  of  the  companies  or 
wuth  private  Ijusiness. 

By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 

Washington,  February  2j,  1S62, 
It  is  ordered,  first.  That  a  special  commission  of  two  persons,  one  of 
militar>'  rank  and  the  other  in  civil  life,  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
cases  of  the  state  prisoners  remaining  in  the  niilitar>^  custody  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  determine  whether,  in  view  of  the  public  safet>^  and 
the  existing  rebelhon,  they  should  he  discharged  or  remain  in  military 
custody  or  be  remitted  to  the  ci\il  tribunals  for  trial. 

Second,  Tliat  Major-Geueral  John  A.  Dix»  commanding  in  Baltimore, 
and  the  Hon,  Edwards  Pierrepont,  of  New  York,  \ye,  and  they  are  hereby, 
appointed  commissioners  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  and  they  are 
authorized  to  examine,  hear,  and  determine  the  cases  aforesaid,  ex  parte 
and  in  a  summar>^  manner,  at  such  times  and  places  as  in  their  discretion 
they  may  appoint,  and  make  full  report  to  the  War  Department, 
By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War, 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  February  28, 1S62, 

Considering  that  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country  allow  a 
partial  restoration  of  commercial  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of 
those  parts  of  the  United  States  heretofore  declared  to  be  in  insurrection 
and  the  citizens  of  the  loyal  States  of  the  Union,  and  exercising  the 
authority  and  discretion  confided  to  me  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  13,  1861.  entitled  '*An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes/*  I  hereby  license  and  permit 
such  commercial  intercourse  in  all  cases  within  the  rules  and  regnlatious 
which  have  1x;en  or  may  l)e  prescriljed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  conducting  and  carrying  on  of  the  same  on  the  inland  waters  and 
ways  of  the  Uuited  States.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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President's  General  War  Order  No.  2. 

ExECUTi\'T5  Mansion, 

Washington,  March  S,  1862. 

Ordered,  i.  That  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  proceed  forthwith  to  organize  that  part  of  the  said  army  des- 
tined to  enter  upon  active  operations  (including  the  resen*e,  but  exckid- 
ing  the  troops  to  Ije  left  in  the  fortifications  about  Washington )  into  four 
army  corps,  to  Ije  ci^mmauded  accordiug  to  seniority  of  rank,  as  follows: 

First  Corps  to  consist  of  four  divisions,  and  to  be  commanded  by  Major- 
General  I.  McDowell. 

Second  Corps  to  consist  of  three  di\'isions,  and  to  Ije  commanded  by 
Brigadier- General  E.  V.  Sunnier. 

Third  Corps  to  consist  of  three  divisions,  and  to  be  commanded  by 
Brigadier- General  S.  P.  Heintzelman. 

Fonrth  Corps  to  consist  of  three  divisions,  and  to  be  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  E.  D.  Keyes. 

2.  That  the  divisions  now  commanded  by  the  officers  above  assigned 
to  the  commands  of  army  corps  sliall  l>e  embraced  in  and  form  part  of 
their  respective  coq^s. 

3.  The  forces  left  for  the  defense  of  Washington  will  be  placed  in 
command  of  Brigadier- General  James  S.  Wadsworth,  who  shall  also  be 
military  governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  That  this  order  l^e  executed  with  such  promptness  and  dispatch  as 
not  to  delay  the  commencement  of  the  operations  already  directed  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

5.  A  fifth  army  corps,  to  be  commanded  by  Major-General  N.  P,  Banks, 
will  be  formed  from  his  ow^n  and  General  Shields' s  (late  General  Lau- 
der's)  divisions.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


President's  Generai,  War  Order  No.  3. 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  March  S,  1S62. 

Ordered,  That  no  change  of  the  base  of  operations  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  shall  be  made  without  leaving  in  and  about  Washington  such  a 
force  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  in  Chief  and  the  commanders  of  all 
the  army  corps  shall  leave  said  city  entirely  secure. 

That  no  more  than  two  army  corps  (about  50,000  troops)  of  said  Army 
of  the  Potomac  shall  be  moved  en  route  for  a  new  base  of  operations  until 
the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  from  Washington  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
shall  be  freed  from  enemy's  batteries  and  other  obstructions,  or  until  the 
President  shall  hereafter  giv^e  express  permission. 

That  any  movements  as  aforesaid  en  route  for  a  new  base  of  operations 
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wliicli  may  be  ordered  by  the  General  in  Chief,  and  which  may  be  intended 
to  move  upon  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  shall  lx:gin  to  move  ui>c:>n  the  bay  as 
early  as  the  i8th  day  of  March  instant,  and  the  General  in  Chief  shall  be 
responsible  that  it  so  mo\^e  as  early  as  that  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Army  and  Navy  cooperate  in  an  immediate  effort  to 
capture  the  enemy's  batteries  upon  the  Potomac  between  Washington 
and  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  *    LINCOLN 

^^  President's  Special  War  Order  No.  3. 

^^P  ExECcTivE  Mansion, 

I  IVashingion,  March  if,  1S62, 

Major-General  McCIellan  having  personally  taken  the  field  at  the  head 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  until  otherwise  ordered  he  is  reheved  from 
the  command  of  the  other  military  departments,  he  retaining  command 
of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac. 

Ordered  further.  That  the  dei>artments  now  imder  the  respective  com- 
mands of  Generals  Halleck  and  Hunter,  together  with  so  much  of  that 
under  General  Buell  as  lies  west  of  a  north  and  south  line  indefinitely 
drawn  through  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  be  consolidated  and  designated  the 
Department  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  luitil  othenjvuse  ordered  Major- 
General  Halleck  have  command  of  said  department » 

Ordered  also,  That  the  country  west  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac 
and  east  of  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi  be  a  military  department, 
to  l>e  called  the  Mountain  Department,  and  tliat  the  same  be  commanded 
b}^  Major-General  Fremont, 

That  all  the  commanders  of  departments,  after  the  receipt  of  this  order 
by  them,  respectively  report  severally  and  directly  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  that  prompt,  full,  and  freciuent  reports  will  l>e  expected  of  all 
and  each  of  them.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

War  Department,  March  ij,  1862. 
Major-General  George  B.  McCi.eli.ax: 

The  President,  liaving  considered  the  plan  of  operations  agreed  upon 
by  yourself  and  the  conunanders  of  army  corps,  makes  no  objection  to 
the  same,  but  gives  the  following  directions  as  to  its  execution: 

I,  Leave  such  force  at  Manassas  Junction  as  shall  make  it  entirely 
tcertain  that  the  enemy  shall  not  repossess  himself  of  that  position  and 
"line  of  communication, 

a.  Leave  Washington  entirely  secure* 

3.   Move  the  remainder  of  the  force  down  the  Potomac,  choosing  a  new 
I  base  at  Fortress  Monroe,  or  anywhere  between  here  and  there,  or,  at  all 
levents,  move  such  remainder  of  the  army  at  once  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
by  some  route.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  Sccrtlary  0/  War. 
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IFrom  the  Daily  National  Intel tigciicer,  March  38, 1863  J 

Navy  Department,  March  75,  1S62, 
Lieutenant  John  L.  Worden,  United  States  Navy, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Mmiitor,  Washington, 

Sir:  The  naval  action  which  took  place  on  the  loth  instant  between 
the  Monitor  and  Mcrnmae  at  Hampton  Roads,  when  your  vessel,  with 
two  guns,  engaged  a  powerful  armored  steamer  of  at  least  eight  guns, 
and  after  a  few  hours'  conflict  repelled  her  formidable  antagonist,  has 
excited  general  admiration  and  received  the  applause  of  the  whole 
country. 

The  President  directs  me,  while  earnestly  and  deeply  sympathizing 
witli  you  in  the  injuries  which  you  have  sustained,  but  which  it  is 
believed  are  but  temporary,  to  thank  you  and  your  command  for  the 
heroism  \'0U  have  displayed  and  the  great  service  you  have  rendered. 

The  action  of  the  10th  and  the  i>erformauce,  power,  and  capabilities 
of  the  Monitor  must  effect  a  radical  change  in  naval  warfare. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough.  in  yonr  absence,  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Department  with  a  copy  of  this  letter  of  thanks  and  instructed  to  cause 
it  to  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Monitor, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'aiit, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C,  April  ^,  1862, 
Major-General  John  A.  Dix: 

Ordered,  That  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  commanding  at  Baltimore, 
lie,  and  he  is,  authorized  and  empowered  at  his  discretion — 

First.  To  assume  and  exercise  control  over  the  police  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore;  to  supersede  and  remove  the  civil  police  or  any  part  thereof 
and  establish  a  military  police  in  said  city. 

Second.  To  arrest  and  imprison  disloyal  persons,  declare  martial  law, 
and  suspetid  the  writ  of  habeas  eorpus  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  or  any 
part  of  his  command,  and  to  exercise  and  perform  all  military  jx)wer, 
function,  and  authority  that  he  may  deem  proper  for  the  safety  of  his 
command  or  to  secure  obedience  and  respect  to  the  authority  and  Gov- 
ern men  t  of  the  United  States. 

By  order  of  the  President: 


• 


EDWIN  M. 


STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


[Frotd  ttic  Dally  National  Intelligencer,  May  17, 1862.] 

The  skillful  and  gallant  movements  of  Major-General  John  E.Wool  and 
the  forces  under  his  command,  which  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Norfolk 
and  the  evacuation  of  strong  batteries  erected  by  the  rebels  on  Sewells 


i 
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Point  and  Craney  Island  and  tlie  destniction  of  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer 
^Mcrrimac,  are  regarded  by  the  President  as  among  the  most  important 
successes  of  the  present  war.  He  therefore  orders  that  his  thanks  as 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  be  communicated  by  the 
War  Department  to  Major-General  John  E,  Wool  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  his  command  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
brilliant  operations  mentioned. 

By  order  of  the  President,  made  at  tlie  city  of  Norfolk  on  the  nth  day 
of  May.  1862:  EDWIN  M,  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War^ 

War  Department,  May  25,  1862. 

Ordered:  By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  by  act  of  Congress,  the 
President  takes  military  pcjssessiou  of  all  the  railroads  in  the  United  States 
from  and  after  this  date  until  further  order,  and  directs  that  the  respective 
railroad  companies,  their  officers  and  ser\*ants,  shall  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  the  transportation  of  such  troops  and  munitions  of  war  as 
may  be  ordered  by  the  military  authorities,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  ^r   ^    mFTPS 

Quartermaster-  General, 


War  Department, 
IVaskingion,  D.  C,  May  28,  1862, 
Colonel  HaupT. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  api>ointed  chief  of  construction  and  transporta- 
tion in  the  Department  of  the  Rap^xahannock,  with  the  rank  of  colonel, 
and  attached  to  the  staff  of  Major-Geueral  McDowell. 

You  are  authorized  to  do  whatever  you  may  deem  expedient  to  open 
for  use  in  the  shortest  possible  time  all  military  railroads  now  or  here- 
after required  in  said  department;  to  use  the  same  for  transportation 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  you  may  prescribe;  to  appoint  such 
assistants  and  employees  as  you  may  deem  necessar>\  define  their  duties 
and  fix  their  compensation;  to  make  requisitions  upon  any  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities,  with  the  approval  of  the  Conmianding  General*  for  such 
temporary  or  permanent  details  of  men  as  may  be  required  for  the  con- 
struction or  protection  of  lines  of  communication;  to  use  such  Govern- 
ment steamers  and  transports  as  you  may  deem  necessar>';  to  pass  free 
of  charge  in  such  steamers  and  trausp<jrts  and  on  other  military  roads 
all  persons  whose  sen^ices  may  be  required  in  constmctiun  or  transpor- 
tation; to  purchase  all  such  machinery,  rolling  stock,  and  supplies  as 
the  proper  use  and  operation  of  the  said  railroads  may  require,  and  cer- 
tify the  same  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who  sliall  make  payment 
M  P—voi.  VI -8 
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tlierefor.  You  are  also  authorized  to  fomi  a  permanent  corps  of  artificers, 
organized,  officered,  and  equipped  in  such  manner  as  you  may  prescrihe; 
to  supply  said  coqis  with  rations,  transportation,  tools,  and  implements 
by  requisitions  upon  the  proper  departments;  to  employ  civilians  as  fore- 
men and  assistants,  under  such  rules  and  rates  of  compensation  as  you 
may  deem  expedient;  to  make  such  additions  to  ordinary  rations  when 
actually  at  work  as  you  may  deem  necessar>\ 

You  are  also  authorized  to  take  possession  of  and  use  all  railroads, 
engines,  cars,  buildings,  machinery,  and  appurtenances  witliin  the  geo- 
graphical limits  of  the  Department  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  all  author- 
ity heretofore  given  to  other  parties  which  may  in  any  way  conflict  %vith 
the  instructions  herein  contained  are  and  will  l>e  without  force  and  effect 
in  the  said  Department  of  the  Rappahainuick  from  and  after  tliis  date. 

By  order  of  the  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Na\y 
of  the  United  States:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City^  D.  C,  A  fay  ja,  1S62, 
All  regiments  of  militia  or  of  three- months*  volunteers  who  have 
offered  their  services  under  the  recent  call  of  the  War  Department,  and 
wdio  have  so  far  perfected  their  organization  as  to  be  able  to  report  for 
orders  at  St.  Louis,  at  Columbus,  or  at  W^ashington  City  by  the  loth  of 
June,  will  he  nnistered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  three  j 
months  from  that  date,  the  pay  of  each  volunteer  or  militiaman  commen- 
cing from  the  date  of  his  enlistment. 

Under  the  call  for  three-years'  volunteers  50,000  men  wnll  be  accepted 
as  raised  and  reix^rted  by  the  respective  State  governors. 

By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  0/  War, 


New  York,  June  jo,  1S62. 
^To  the  Govcrjiors  of  the  several  States: 

The  capture  of  New  Orleans,  Norfolk,  and  Corinth  by  the  national 
forces  has  enabled  the  insurgents  to  concentrate  a  large  force  at  and  alx»ut 
Richmond,  which  place  we  must  take  \vitb  the  least  possible  delay;  in  fact, 
there  will  soon  be  no  formidable  insurgent  force  except  at  Richmond, 
With  so  large  an  army  there,  the  enemy  can  threaten  us  on  the  Potomac  1 
and  elsewhere.  Until  we  have  reestablished  the  national  authority,  all 
these  places  must  Ije  held,  and  we  must  keep  a  respectable  force  in  front 

Washington.     But  this,  from  the  diminished  strength  of  our  Army  by  , 
"nd  casualties,  renders  an  addition  to  it  necessary  in  order  to] 


close  the  struggle  whicli  has  been  prosecuted  for  the  last  three  months 
with  energy  and  success.  Rather  tliau  hazard  the  misapprehension  of 
our  military  condition  and  of  groundless  alarm  by  a  call  for  troops  by 
prfx:lamatk.m,  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  address  you  in  this  form.  To 
accomplish  the  object  stated  we  require  without  delay  150,000  men, 
including  those  recently  called  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Thus 
reenforced  our  gallant  Army  will  l>e  enabled  to  realize  the  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  Government  and  the  people. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


The  PRESIBENTt  J^«  ^-  '^^^ 

The  undersigned,  governors  of  States  of  the  Union,  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
the  citizens  of  the  States  which  they  respectively^  represent  are  of  one  accord  in  the 
hearty  desire  that  tlie  recent  successes  of  tiie  Federal  arms  may  he  fonowed  up  by 
measures  which  must  insure  the  speedy  restoration  of  the  Union,  and  believing  tUat^ 
in  \iew  of  the  present  state  of  the  important  military  movements  now  in  progress 
and  the  reduced  condition  of  our  effective  forces  in  the  field,  resuUing^  from  the 
usual  and  unavoidable  casualties  in  the  service,  the  time  has  arrived  for  prompt  anci 
vigorous  measures  to  l^e  adopted  l>y  the  people  in  support  of  the  great  interests  com- 
mitted to  your  charge,  respectfully  request,  if  it  meets  witli  your  entire  approval, 
that  you  at  once  call  upon  the  several  States  for  such  numljer  of  men  as  may  be 
required  to  fill  up  all  military  organizations  now  in  the  field,  and  add  to  the  armies 
heretofore  organized  such  additional  number  of  men  as  may,  in  your  judgment,  be 
necessary*  to  garrison  and  hold  all  the  numerous  cities  and  military  positions  that 
have  been  captured  by  our  armies,  and  to  speedily  crush  the  rebellion  that  still  exists 
in  several  of  the  Southern  States^  thus  practically  restoring  to  the  civilized  world 
our  great  and  good  Grivcrrunent.  All  lielieve  that  the  decisive  moment  is  Jiear  at 
hand,  and  to  that  end  the  pe«jple  of  the  United  States  are  desirous  to  aid  promptly  in 
furnishing  all  reenforcements  that  you  may  deem  needful  to  sustain  our  Government. 
ISRAEi.  Washburn,  Jr.,  Governor  of  Maine;  H,  S.  Berrv,  Governor  of  New 

I  Hampshire;  Frederick  Holbrook,  Governor  of  Vermont;  William  A. 

BiCKiNGHAM,  Governor  of  Connecticut;  E.  D.  Morgan,  Governor  of  New 
York;  Charles  S.  Olden,  Governor  of  New  Jersey;  A,  G.  Curtin,  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania;  A.  W.  Hradeord,  Governor  of  Rlaryland;  F,  H. 
Peirpoint^  CrO%ernor  of  Virginia;  Austin  Bi.air,  Governor  of  Michigan; 
J.  B.  Temple,  President  Militar\^  Board  of  Kentucky;  Andrew  Johnson, 
Governor  of  Tennessee;  H.  R,  Gamble,  Governor  of  Missouri;  1).  P.  Mor- 
ton, Governor  of  Indiana;  Dantb  Todd,  Govenior  of  Ohio;  Alexander 
Ramsey,  Governor  of  Minnesota;  Richard  YaTES,  Governor  of  Illinois; 
Edward  Salomon,  Governor  of  Wisconsin. 


Executive  Mansion, 

IVashingion,  /uiv  /.  1S62, 
Genti^emkn:  Fully  concurring  in  the  wi?»clom  of  tlie  views  expressed 
to  me  in  so  patriotic  a  manner  by  you  in  the  communication  of  the  28th 
day  of  June,  I  have  decided  to  call  into  the  service  an  additional  force  of 
300,000  men,  1  suggest  and  recommend  that  the  troops  should  l>e  chiefly 
of  infantry-    The  quota  of  vonr  State  would  be .     I  trust  that  they 
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may  be  enrolled  without  delay,  so  as  to  bring  tbis  unnecessary  and  injuri- 
ous civil  war  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion.  An  order  fixing 
the  quotas  of  the  respective  States  will  be  issued  by  the  War  Department 
to-morrow.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExEcuTi\^  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  ir,  1S62, 
Ordered,  That  Major-General  Henry  W.  Halleck  be  assigned  to  com- 
mand the  whole  land  forces  of  the  United  States  as  General  in  Chief, 
and  that  he  repair  to  this  capital  as  soon  as  he  can  with  safety  to  the 
positions  and  operations  within  the  department  under  his  charge. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  the  public  safety  does  re* 
quire  that  the  railroad  Ihie  called  and  known  as  the  Southwest  Branch 
of  the  Pacific  Railroad  in  the  State  of  Missouri  t)e  repaired,  extended,  and 
completed  from  RoUa  to  Lebanon,  in  the  direction  to  Springfield,  in  the 
said  State,  the  same  being  necessary  to  the  successful  and  economical 
conduct  of  the  war  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  authority  of  the  Gov* 
ernment  in  the  Southwest: 

Therefore,  imder  and  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  **An  act  ^ 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases  to  take 
possession  of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  ap- 
proved January  31,  1862,  it  is — 

Ordered,  That  the  portion  of  the  said  railroad  line  which  reaches  from 
RoUa  to  Lebanon  |je  repaired,  extended,  and  completed,  so  as  to  be  made 
available  for  the  militar>^  uses  of  the  Government,  as  speedily  as  may  be. 
And  inasmuch  as.  upon  the  part  of  the  said  line  from  Rolla  to  the  stream 
called  Little  Piney  a  considerable  portion  of  the  necessary  work  has 
already  been  done  by  the  railroad  company,  and  the  road  to  this  extent 
may  be  completed  at  comparatively  small  cost,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said 
line  from  Rolla  to  and  across  Little  Piney  lie  first  completed,  and  as  soon 
as  possible* 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  tbis  order. 
And  to  facilitate  the  speedy  execution  of  the  work,  he  is  directed,  at  his 
discretion,  to  take  possession  and  control  of  the  whole  or  such  part  of 
the  said  railroad  line,  and  the  whole  or  such  part  of  the  rolling  stock, 
offices,  sboi>s,  Imildings.  and  all  their  appendages  and  appurtenances,  as 
he  may  judge  necessar>^  or  convenient  for  the  early  completion  of  the 
road  from  Rolla  to  Lebanon. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  July  1 1,  1862. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Abraham  Lined 


General  Orders,  No.  82. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-Gexeral's  Office, 

Washingtofi,  July  21 ,  1862, 

The  following  order  has  Ijeen  received  from  the  President  of  the  Utiited 
States: 

Representations  have  been  made  to  the  President  by  the  ministers  of 
various  foreign  powers  in  amity  with  the  United  States  that  subjects  of 
such  powers  have  during  the  present  insurrection  Ijeen  obhged  or  reqtiired 
by  military  authorities  to  take  an  oath  of  general  or  qualified  allegiance 
to  this  Govenmient.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  aliens  residing  in  the  United 
States  to  submit  to  and  obey  the  laws  and  respect  the  autliority  of  the 
Government.  Por  any  proceeding  or  conduct  inconsistent  with  this  obli- 
gation and  subversive  of  that  authority  they  may  rightfully  be  subjected 
to  militar>^  restraints  when  tliis  may  l>e  necessary.  But  they  can  not  1>e 
required  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Government,  l^ecause  it  con- 
flicts with  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  own  sovereigns.  All  such  obli- 
gations heretofore  taken  are  therefore  remitted  and  annulled.  Military 
commatiders  will  abstain  from  imposing  similar  obligations  in  future*  and 
wdll  in  lieu  thereof  adopt  such  other  restraints  of  the  character  indicated 
as  they  shall  find  necessary,  convenient »  and  eflectual  for  the  public 
safety.  It  is  further  directed  that  whenever  any  order  shall  be  made 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  an  alien  reports  of  the  same  and  of  the 
causes  thereof  shall  h^  made  to  the  War  Department  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Department  of  State. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  ^    THOMAS 

Adjutant'  General, 


War  Dhpartmkxt,  Jtdly  22,  1S62, 
K  Ordered,  That  military  commanders  within  the  States  of  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alalxima,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
and  Arkansas  in  an  orderly  manner  seize  and  use  any  property,  real  or 
personal,  which  may  be  necessary'  or  convenient  for  their  several  com- 
mands as  supplies  or  for  other  military-  purposes;  and  that  while  property 
may  be  destroyed  for  proper  military  objects,  none  shall  l>e  destroyed  in 
wantonness  or  malice. 

2.  That  military  and  naval  commanders  shall  employ  as  laborers 
within  and  from  said  States  so  many  persons  of  African  descent  as  can 
be  advantageously  used  for  military  or  naval  purposes,  giving  them  rea- 
sotiable  wages  for  their  labor. 

3.  That  as  to  both  property  and  j^ersons  of  African  descent  accounts 
shall  be  kept  sufficiently  accurate  and  in  detail  to  sliow  quantities  and 
amounts  and  from  w^hom  both  property  and  such  persons  shall  have 
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come,  as  a  basis  upon  which  compt;itsatiou  can  be  made  in  proper  cases; 

and  the  several  Departments  of  this  Government  shall  attend  to  and 

perform  their  appropriate  parts  toward  the  execntion  of  these  orders. 

By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Genkral  Orders,  No.  89. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-Gexeral's  Office, 

\  Va s/i tugtim ,  Ju !y  ^S*  J^^^- 
L  The  following  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  commu- 
nicates information  of  the  death  of  ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren: 

Washington, ////)'  ^5,  1862. 

The  President  with  deep  l^^jet  announces  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  the  decease,  at  Kinderhook,  N,  Y. ,  on  the  24th  instant^  of  his  hon- 
ored predecessor  Martin  Van  Buren. 

This  event  will  occasion  mourning  in  the  nation  for  the  loss  of  a  citi- 
zen and  a  public  servant  whose  nieniory  will  be  gratefully  cherished. 
Although  it  has  occurred  at  a  time  when  his  country  is  afflicted  with 
division  and  civil  war,  the  grief  of  his  patriotic  friends  will  measurably 
be  assuaged  by  the  consciousness  that  while  suffering  with  disease  and 
seeing  his  end  approacliiiig  his  prayers  were  for  the  restoration  of  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  wdiich  he  had  been  the  head  and  for  j 
peace  and  good  will  among  his  fellow-citizens. 

As  a  mark  of  respect  for  his  memory,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Executive 
Mansion  and  the  several  Executive  Departments,  except  those  of  War 
and  the  Navy,  he  immediately  placed  in  momniug  and  all  business  be 
suspended  during  to-morrow. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  cause  suita- 
ble military  and  naval  honors  to  te  paid  on  this  occasion  to  the  memor>^ 
of  the  illustrious  dead.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

IL  On  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  the  troops  will  l>e  paraded 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m,  and  the  order  read  to  them.  The  national  flag  will  l->e 
displayed  at  half-stafiF.  At  dawn  of  day  thirteen  gims  wmU  be  fired,  and 
afterwards  at  intervals  of  thirty  minutes  between  rising  and  setting  sun  a 
single  gun,  and  at  the  close  of  the  day  a  national  salute  of  thirty -four 
guns.  The  officers  of  the  Army  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  and  on 
their  swords  and  the  colors  of  the  several  regiments  will  be  put  in 
mourning  for  the  period  of  six  months. 

By  order  of  the  Secretar>^  of  War:  *    THOMAS 

Adjutant-  General. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^H  Abraham  Lincoln 

^^^^^^^^^^^^  Genbrai.  Order. 

Navy  Department,  July  ^5,  1S62. 
The  death  of  ex- President  Martin  Van  Bureu  is  announced  in  the 
following  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
[For  order  see  preceding  page.] 
In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  order,  it  is  hereb>'  directed  that  thirty 
minute  guns,  comuieuciug  at  m3on,  lie  fired  on  the  day  after  the  receipt 
of  this  general  order  at  the  navy-yards,  naval  stations,  and  on  board  the 
vessels  of  the  Navy  in  commission;  that  their  flags  be  displayed  at  half- 
mast  for  one  week,  and  that  crape  be  worn  on  the  left  arm  by  all  officers 
of  the  Navy  for  a  period  of  six  months. 

GIDEON  WELLES,  Secretary  0/  the  Navy. 

War  Department, 
Washing  ion  Ciiy,  D,  C,  July  jr,  1S62. 

The  absence  of  officers  and  privates  from  their  duty  under  various  pre- 
texts while  receiving  pay,  at  great  exi>ense  and  burden  to  the  Government, 
makes  it  necessar\'  that  efficient  measures  be  taken  to  enforce  their  return 
to  duty  or  that  their  places  be  supplied  by  those  who  will  not  take  pay 
while  rendering  nu  service.  This  evil*  moreover,  tends  greatly  to  discour- 
age the  patriotic  impulses  of  those  w^lio  would  contribute  to  support  the 
families  of  faithful  soldiers. 

It  is  tlierefore  ordered  by  the  President — 

L  That  on  Monday^  the  1  ith  day  of  August,  all  leaves  of  absence  and 
furloughs,  by  whomsoever  given,  unless  by  the  War  Department,  are  re- 
voked and  absolutely  annulled,  and  all  officers  capable  of  ser\nce  are 
required  forthwith  to  join  their  respective  commands  and  all  privates 
rcapable  of  service  to  join  their  regiments,  under  peualty  of  a  dismissal 
from  the  service,  or  such  penalty  as  a  court-martial  may  award,  unless 
the  absence  be  occasiotied  by  lawful  cause, 

II.  The  only  excuses  allowed  for  the  absence  of  officers  or  privates 
after  the  nth  day  of  August  are: 

First.  The  order  or  leave  of  the  War  Department. 

Second,  Disability  from  wounds  received  in  service. 

Third.  Disability  from  disease  that  renders  the  party  unfit  for  military 
duty.  But  any  officer  or  private  whose  liealth  permits  him  to  visit  water- 
ing places  or  places  of  amusement,  or  to  make  social  visits  or  walk  about 
the  town,  city,  or  neighborhood  in  which  he  may  Ije,  will  lie  considered 
fit  for  military  duty  aud  as  evading  duty  by  absence  from  his  command 
or  ranks. 

III,  On  Monday,  the  tSth  day  of  August,  at  10  o*clock  a.  m.,  each 
regiment  and  corps  shall  be  mustered.  The  absentees  will  be  marked, 
three  lists  of  the  same  made  out,  and  wdthin  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
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muster  oue  copy  shall  lie  sent  tu  the  Ad  jut  ant -General  of  tht  Army,  one 
to  the  commander  of  the  coqjs,  the  third  to  be  retained;  and  all  officers 
and  privates  fit  for  duty  absent  at  that  time  will  be  regarded  as  absent 
without  cause,  their  pay  will  be  stopi>ed,  and  they  dismissed  from  the 
senice  or  treated  as  deserters  unless  restored;  and  no  officer  shall  be 
restored  to  his  rank  unless  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  inquiry,  to 
be  approved  by  the  President,  he  shall  establish  that  his  absence  w^as 
with  good  cause* 

IV.  Conimauders  of  corps,  di\nsioiis,  brigades,  regiments,  aud  detached 
posts  are  strictly  enjoined  to  enforce  the  muster  and  return  aforesaid. 
Any  officer  failing  in  his  duty  herein  will  be  deemed  guilty  of  gross 
neglect  of  duty  and  Ije  dismissed  from  the  service. 

V*  A  commissioner  shall  be  appointed  by  tlie  Secretary'  of  War  to 
superintend  the  execution  of  this  order  in  the  respective  States. 

The  United  States  marshals  in  the  respective  districts,  the  mayor  and 
chief  of  police  of  any  town  or  city,  the  sheriff  of  the  respective  counties 
in  each  State,  all  jwst masters  and  justices  of  the  peace,  are  authorized  to 
act  as  special  provost- marshals  to  arrest  auy  officer  or  private  soldier  fit 
for  duty  who  may  Ix!  fotmd  absent  from  his  command  without  just  cause 
and  convey  him  to  the  nearest  military  i>ost  or  depot.  Tiie  transporta- 
tion,  reasonable  expenses  of  this  duty,  and  $5  will  be  paid  for  each  officer 
or  private  so  arrested  and  delivered. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

E.  M.  STANTON,  Seadary  of  War. 
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War  Department, 
Washingion  Cii}\  D,  C,  August  4.,  1862, 

Ordered,  L  That  a  draft  of  300,000  mihtia  be  immediately  called  into 
the  ser\^ice  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  for  nine  months  unless  sooner 
discharged.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  assign  the  quotas  to  the  States 
and  establish  regulations  for  the  draft. 

II.  That  if  any  State  shall  not  by  the  15th  of  August  furnish  its  quota 
of  the  additional  300,000  volunteers  authorized  by  law  the  deficiency  of 
volunteers  in  that  State  will  also  be  made  up  by  special  draft  from  the 
militia.    The  Secretar>'  of  War  will  establish  regulations  for  this  purpose. 

III.  Regulations  will  Ije  prepared  by  the  War  Department  and  pre- 
sented to  the  President  with  the  object  of  securing  the  promotion  of 
officers  of  the  Army  and  Volunteers  for  meritorious  and  distinguished 
services  and  of  preventing  the  nomination  or  appointment  in  the  mihtary 
ser\ice  of  incompetent  or  unworthy  officers.  The  regulations  w^ill  also 
provide  for  ridding  the  service  of  such  incompetent  persons  as  now  hold 
commissions  in  it. 

By  order  of  the  President: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War, 


Abraham  Lincoln 


War    DKPAkTMENT, 

IVashmj^t&H,  D.  C,  Augtist  S,  1S62, 
By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  it  is  hereby  ordered 
that  until  further  order  no  citizen  liable  to  be  drafted  into  the  militia 
shall  l>e  allowed  to  go  to  a  foreign  country.  And  all  marshals,  deputy 
marshals,  and  military  officers  of  the  United  States  are  directed,  and  all 
police  authorities,  especially  at  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on  the  sea- 
board and  on  the  frontier,  are  requested,  to  see  that  this  order  is  faith- 
fully carried  into  effect.  And  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
(arrest  and  detain  any  ;^ierson  or  persons  aljout  to  depart  from  the  Utiited 
States  in  violation  of  this  order,  and  report  to  Major  L.  C.  Turner,  judge- 
advocate  at  Washington  City,  for  further  instructions  respecting  the 
(person  or  persons  Sfj  arrested  or  detained. 
II.  Any  person  liable  to  draft  who  shall  absent  himself  from  his  county 
or  State  Ijefore  such  draft  is  made  will  be  arrested  by  any  provost-mar- 
shal or  other  United  States  or  State  officer,  wherever  he  may  l>e  found 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  be  conveyed  to  the  near- 
est military  post  or  depot  and  placed  on  military  duty  for  the  term  of  the 
draft;  and  the  exfienses  of  his  own  arrest  and  conveyance  to  such  ix>st  or 
depot,  and  also  the  sum  of  $5,  as  a  reward  to  the  officer  who  shall  make 
such  arrest,  shall  be  deducted  from  his  pay. 
I  III.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  hereby  suspended  in  respect  to  all 

I        persons  so  arrested  and  detained,  and  in  respect  to  all  j>ersous  arrested  for 
I       *^^"^°>'^  practices.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

H  *  Secretary  of  War, 


War  Departmknt, 
Washmgicft  City,  D.  C,  August  //,  1862, 


Order  Respkcting  Volunteers  and  Miutia. 

Ordered,  first.  That  after  the  15th  of  this  month  tounty  and  advanced 
pay  shall  not  be  paid  to  volunteers  for  any  new  regiments,  but  only  to 
volunteers  for  regiments  now  in  the  field  and  volunteers  to  fill  up  new 
regiments  now  organizing,  but  not  yet  full. 

Second.  Voluiiteers  to  fill  up  new  regiments  now  organizing  will  l>e 
received  and  paid  the  bounty  and  advanced  pay  until  the  2  2d  day  of  this 
month,  and  if  not  completed  by  that  time  the  incomplete  regiments  will 
be  consolidated  and  superfluous  officers  mustered  out. 

Third.  Volunteers  to  fill  up  the  old  regiments  will  be  received  and  paid 
the  bounty  and  advanced  pay  until  the  1  st  day  of  September. 

Fourth.  The  draft  for  300,000  militia  called  for  by  the  President  will 
be  made  on  Wednesday,  the  3d  day  of  September,  between  the  liours  of 
9  a,  m.  and  5  p.  m.,  and  continue  from  day  to  day  between  the  same 
hours  until  completed. 
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Fifth-  If  the  old  regiments  should  not  be  filled  up  by  volunteers  be- 
fore the  ist  daj^  of  September,  a  special  draft  will  be  ordered  for  the 
deficiency. 

Sixth,  The  exigencies  of  the  serv'ice  require  that  officers  now  in  the 
field  should  remain  with  their  commands,  and  no  officer  now  in  the  field 
in  the  regular  or  volunteer  service  will  under  any  circumstances  be  de- 
tailed to  accept  a  new  command. 

By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M,  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Spkciai.  Orders,  No.  218. 

Headquarters  ok  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  September  2,  1862, 

3(C  S(C  3|C  j|C  aft  7f^  n* 

By  direction  of  the  President,  all  the  clerks  and  employees  of  the  civil 
Departments  and  all  the  employees  on  the  public  buildings  in  Washing- 
ton will  be  immediately  organized  into  companies,  under  the  direction 
of  Brigadier- General  Wadsworth,  and  will  be  armed  and  suppHed  with 
ammunition,  for  the  defense  of  the  capital. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck: 

E.  D,  TOWNSEND, 
A  ssista  ni  A  djutan  ^  General, 


Executive  Order  Establishing  a  Provisional  Court  in 

LrOUISIANA. 

ExKCuTrv^  Mansion, 
Washington  City,  October  20,  1862. 
The  insurrection  which  has  for  some  time  prevailed  in  sev^eral  of  the 
States  of  this  Union,  including  Louisiana,  having  temporarily  subverted 
and  swept  away  the  civil  institutions  of  that  State,  including  the  judi- 
ciar>^  and  the  judicial  authorities  of  the  Union ^  so  that  it  has  become] 
necessary  to  hold  the  State  in  military  occupation,  and  it  lieing  indispen- 
sably necessary  that  there  shall  be  some  judicial  tribunal  existing  there 
capable  of  administering  justice^  I  have  therefore  thought  it  proper  to 
appoint,  and  I  do  hereby  constitute,  a  provisional  court,  which  shall  Ix; 
a  court  of  record,  for  the  State  ot  Louisiana;  and  I  do  liereby  appoint 
Charles  A.  Peabody,  of  New  York,  to  be  a  provisional  judge  to  hold  said 
court,  wntli  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all  causes,  civil  and 
criminal,  including  causes  in  law\  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  par- 
ticularly all  such  powers  and  jurisdiction  as  belong  to  the  district  and 
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circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  conforming  his  proceedings  so  far  as 
possible  to  the  course  of  proceedings  and  practice  which  lias  l3eeii  cus- 
toraary  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  and  Louisiana,  his  judgment 
to  be  final  and  conclusive.  And  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the 
said  judge  to  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  empower  the  said  judge 
to  appoint  a  prosecuting  attorney,  marshal,  and  clerk  of  the  said  court, 
who  shall  perform  the  functions  of  attorney,  marshal,  and  clerk  accord- 
ing to  such  proceedings  and  practice  as  before  mentioned  and  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  made  and  established  by  said  judge.  These 
appointments  are  to  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  not 
extending  beyond  the  military  occupatioti  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  or 
the  restoration  of  the  civil  authority  io  that  city  and  in  the  vState  of  Loui- 
siana. These  officers  shall  be  i^aid.  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
War  Department,  compensation  as  follows:  The  judge  at  the  rate  of 
$3,500  per  annum:  the  prosecuting  attorney,  inclndiug  the  fees,  at  the 
rate  of  $3,000  \ytx  annuni;  tbe  marshal^  including  the  fees,  at  the  rate  of 
$3,000  per  annum;  and  the  clerk,  including  the  fees,  at  the  rate  of  $2,500 
per  annum;  such  compensations  to  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
A  copy  of  this  order,  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  delivered  to 
such  judge,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  a  sufficient  commission. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  October  29,  1862. 

Two  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
having  Ijeeu  appointed  since  the  last  adjournment  of  said  court,  and  con- 
set|uent!y  no  allotment  of  the  nieml>ers  of  said  court  to  the  several  cir- 
cuits having  Ixren  made  by  them,  according  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  April  29,  1802,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  virtue  of  said  section ,  do  make  an  allotment  of  the  jus- 
tices of  said  court  to  the  circuits  now  existing  by  law,  as  follows: 
For  the  first  circuit:  Nathan  Clifford,  associate  justice. 
For  the  second  circuit:  Samuel  Nelson,  associate  justice. 
For  the  third  circuit:  Robert  C.  Grier,  associate  justice. 
For  the  fourth  circuit:  Roger  B.  Taney,  Chief  Justice, 
For  the  fifth  ciraitt:  James  M,  Wayne,  associate  justice. 
For  the  sixth  circuit;  John  Catron,  associate  justice. 
For  the  seventh  circuit:  Noah  H,  Swayne,  associate  justice. 
For  the  eighth  circuit:  David  Davis,  associate  justice* 
For  the  ninth  circuit:  Samuel  F.  Miller,  associate  justice. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

\ 
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ExHcirTiv'^  Mansion, 
li'asfthigt&n,  November  5,  iS6^, 
By  direction  of  the  President,  it  is  ordered  that  Major-General  Mc- 
Clellan  be  relieved  from  the  comnmnd  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
that  Major-General  Bnniside  take  the  command  of  that  army;  alsc*  that 
Major- General  Hunter  take  command  of  the  coqis  in  said  army  which 
is  now  commanded  hy  General  Burnside;  that  Major-General  Fitz  John 
Porter  be  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  coq>s  he  now  commands  in 
said  army,  and  that  Major-General  Hooker  take  command  of  said  corps. 
The  General  in  Chief  is  authorized,  in  [his]  discretion,  to  issue  an  order 
substantially  as  the  above  forthwith,  or  so  so«jn  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


ExECUTr\'^  Mansion,  November  7, 1862. 
Ordered,  That  Brigadier-General  Ellet  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter^ 
for  instructions,  and  act  under  his  direction  until  othenvise  ordered  by 
the  War  Department.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExECuTUT?  Mansion, 
Washington,  November  J2,  1862, 
Ordered,  first.  That  clearances  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department  for 
vessels  or  merchandise  bound  for  the  port  of  Norfolk  for  the  mihtarj^ 
necessities  of  the  department,  certified  l>y  the  military  commandant  at 
Fort  Monroe,  shall  l^e  allowed  to  enter  said  port. 

Second,  That  vessels  and  domestic  produce  from  Norfolk,  permitted 
by  the  military'  commandant  at  P^ort  Monroe  for  the  military^  purposes  of 
his  command,  shall  on  his  permit  be  allowed  to  pass  from  said  port  to 
their  destination  in  any  port  not  blockaded  by  the  United  States. 

A.  LINCOLN.   ' 


[Freto  the  Dally  NatiooJil  InteUigencer,  November  25, 18S2.] 

Executive  Mansion,  November  ij,  1862, 
Ordered  by  the  President  of  the  IMited  States,  That  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral be  charged  w^th  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  all  proceedings 
to  be  had  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  July,  1862,  entitled 
**An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to 
seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in 
so  far  as  may  concern  the  seizure,  prosecution,  and  condemnation  of  the 
estate,  property,  and  effects  of  rebels  and  traitors,  as  mentioned  and  pro- 
vided for  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  sections  of  the  said  act  of  Con- 
gress. And  the  Attorney-General  is  authorized  and  required  to  give  tt> 
the  attorneys  and  marshals  of  the  United  States  such  instructions  and 


J 


Abraham  Lincoln 


"5 


I 


directions  as  he  may  find  needful  and  convenient  touching  all  such  sei- 
zures, prosecutions,  and  condemnations,  and,  moreover,  to  authorize  all 
such  attorneys  and  marshals,  whenever  there  may  be  reasonable  ground 
to  fear  any  forcible  resistance  to  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective 
duties  in  this  behalf,  to  call  upon  any  iiiilitar>^  officer  in  command  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  to  give  to  them  such  aid,  protection,  and  sup- 
port as  may  be  necessar>^  to  enable  them  safely  and  efficiently  to  discharge 
their  respective  duties;  and  all  such  conmianding  officers  are  required 
promptly  to  obey  such  call,  and  to  render  the  necessar\^  sendee  as  far  as 
may  be  in  their  power  consistently  with  their  other  duties. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

Edward  Bates, 

A  itarney-  General, 


Gknerai.  Order  RESPECTrxG  the  Observance  of  the  Sabbath 
Day  in  the  Army  and  Navy. 

ExKcrTivK  Mansion, 
Washing  ion,  November  75,  1862. 

The  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  desires 
and  enjoins  the  orderly  obser\^ance  of  the  Sabbath  by  the  officers  and  men 
in  the  military  and  naval  service.  The  importance  for  man  and  beast 
of  the  prescribed  weekly  rest,  the  sacred  rights  of  Christian  soldiers  aqd 
sailors,  a  becoming:  deference  to  the  best  sentiment  of  a  Christian  people, 
and  a  due  regard  for  the  divine  will  demand  that  Stmday  labor  in  the 
Army  and  Navy  be  reduced  to  the  measure  of  strict  necessity. 

The  discipline  and  character  of  the  national  forces  shoidd  not  suffer 
nor  the  cause  they  defend  be  imperiled  by  the  profanation  of  the  day  or 
name  of  the  Most  High,  *'At  this  time  of  pubhc  distress/*  adopting  the 
words  of  Washington  in  1776,  "men  may  find  enough  to  do  in  the  sei^dce 
of  God  and  their  country  without  abandoning  themselves  to  vice  and  im- 
morality." The  first  general  order  issued  by  the  Father  of  his  Country 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence  indicates  the  spirit  in  which  our 
institutions  were  founded  and  should  ever  Ije  defended: 

Th€  General  hopes  and  trusts  that  every  officer  and  man  will  endeavor  lo  live  and 
ad  as  becotnes  a  ChrisUan  s&ldier  defending  the  dearest  rights  and  liberties  of  his 
cauntty, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion. 
IVaskingian  City,  November  21,  1S62, 
Ordered,  Tliat  no  arms,  amnninition,  or  munitions  of  war  be  cleared  or 
allowed  to  be  exported  from  tlie  United  States  until  further  order;  that 
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any  clearances  for  anus,  ammunition,  or  munitions  of  war  issued  liereto- 

fore  by  the  Treasury  Department  be  vacated  if  the  articles  have  not 

passed  without  the  United  States,  and  the  articles  stopped;  that  the  Sec- 

retary  of  War  hold  possession  of  the  arms,  etc. ,  recently  seized  by  his  order 

at  Rouses  Point,  bound  for  Canada. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


DKCEMBER    I,   1862. 
Fellow- Citizens  of  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Since  your  last  annual  assembling  another  year  of  health  and  bountiful 
harv^ests  has  passed,  and  while  it  has  not  pleased  the  Almighty  to  bless 
us  with  a  return  of  |>eace,  we  can  but  press  on,  guided  by  the  best  light 
He  gives  us,  trusting  that  in  His  own  good  time  and  wise  way  all  will 
yet  be  well , 

The  correspondence  touching  foreign  affairs  which  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  year  is  herewith  submitted,  in  \'irtual  compliance  with 
a  request  to  that  effect  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  near  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

If  the  condition  of  our  relations  with  other  nations  is  less  gratifying 
than  it  has  usually  been  at  fonner  periods,  it  is  certainly  more  satisfac- 
tory than  a  nation  so  unhappily  distracted  as  we  are  might  reasonably 
have  apprehended.  In  the  month  of  June  last  there  were  some  grounds 
to  expect  that  the  maritime  powers  wliich  at  the  beginning  of  our  domes- 
tic difficulties  so  unwisely  and  unnecessarily,  as  we  think,  recognized  the 
insurgents  as  a  belligerent  would  soon  recede  from  that  j>osition,  which 
has  proved  only  less  injurious  to  themselves  than  to  our  own  country. 
But  the  temporary  reverses  which  afterwards  Ijefell  the  national  arras, 
and  which  were  exaggerated  by  our  own  dislo>'al  cili/.ens  abroad,  have 
hitherto  delayed  that  act  of  simple  justice. 

The  civil  war,  which  has  so  radically  changed  for  the  moment  the  occu- 
pations and  habits  of  the  American  people,  has  necessariiy  disturbed  the 
social  condition  and  affected  very  deeply  the  prosperity  of  the  nations 
with  which  we  have  carried  on  a  commerce  that  has  been  steadily  increas- 
ing throughout  a  period  of  half  a  century.  It  has  at  the  same  time 
excited  political  ambitions  and  apprehensions  which  have  produced  a 
profound  agitation  throughout  the  civ^ilized  world.  In  this  unusual 
agitation  we  have  forlxirne  from  taking  part  in  any  controversy  l>etween 
foreign  states  and  between  parties  or  factions  in  such  states.  We  have 
attempted  no  propagandism  and  acknowledged  no  revolution.  But  we 
have  left  to  ever>'  nation  the  exclusive  conduct  and  management  of  its 
own  affairs.     Oiu-  struggle  has  been,  of  course,  contemplated  by  foreign 
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nations  with  reference  less  to  its  ovm  merits  than  to  its  supposed  and 
often  exaggerated  effects  and  consequences  resulting  to  those  nations 
themselves.  Nevertheless,  complain t  on  the  part  of  this  Government, 
even  if  it  were  just,  would  certainly  be  unwise. 

The  treaty  with  Great  Britain  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
has  been  put  into  operation  with  a  good  prospect  of  complete  success. 
It  is  an  occasion  of  special  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that  the  execution 
of  it  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  been  marked  with  a 
jealous  respect  for  the  authority  of  the  United  States  and  the  rights  of 
their  moral  and  loyal  citizens. 

The  convention  with  Hanover  for  the  abolition  of  the  Stade  dues  has 
been  carried  into  full  eifect  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  that  purpose, 

A  blockade  of  3,000  miles  of  seacoast  could  not  be  established  and 
\igorously  enforced  in  a  season  of  great  commercial  activity  like  the 
present  without  committing  occasional  mistakes  and  inflicting  uninten- 
tional injuries  upon- foreign  nations  and  their  subjects, 

A  civil  war  occurring  in  a  countr>^  where  foreigners  reside  and  carry 
on  trade  under  treaty  stipulations  is  necessarily  fruitful  of  complaints  of 
the  violation  of  neutral  rights.  All  such  collisions  tend  to  excite  misap- 
prehensions, and  possibly  to  produce  mutual  reclamations  between  nations 
which  have  a  common  interest  in  preserving  peace  and  friendship.  In 
clear  cases  of  these  kinds  I  have  so  far  as  possible  heard  and  redressed 
complaints  which  have  been  presented  by  friendly  powers.  There  is 
still,  however,  a  large  and  an  augmenting  number  of  doubtful  cases 
upon  which  the  Governmeut  is  unable  to  agree  with  the  governments 
whose  protection  is  demanded  by  the  claimants.  There  are,  moreover. 
many  cases  in  which  the  United  States  or  their  citizens  suffer  %\Tongs 
from  the  naval  or  military  authorities  of  foreign  nations  which  the  gov- 
ernments of  those  states  are  not  at  once  prepared  to  redress.  I  have 
proposed  to  some  of  the  foreign  states  thus  interested  mutual  conventions 
to  examine  and  adjust  such  complaints.  This  proposition  has  been  made 
especially  to  Great  Britain,  to  France,  to  Spain,  and  to  Prussia.  In  each 
case  it  has  been  kindly  received,  but  has  not  yet  been  formally  adopted. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  an  appropriation  in  behalf  of  the 
owTiers  of  the  Noru*egian  bark  Admiral  P,  Tordcnskiold ,  which  vessel 
was  in  May,  1861,  prevented  by  the  commander  of  tlie  blockading  force 
oflF  Charleston  from  leaving  that  port  with  cargo,  notwithstanding  a  sim* 
ilar  privilege  had  shortly  before  been  granted  to  an  English  vessel.  I 
have  directed  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  the  papers  in  the  case  to  be 
communicated  to  the  proper  committees. 

Applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  many  free  Americans  of  Afri- 
can descent  to  favor  their  emigration,  with  a  view  to  such  colonization 
as  was  contemplated  in  recent  acts  of  Congress.  Other  parties,  at  home 
and  abroad— some  from  interested  motives,  others  upon  patriotic  consid- 
nations,  and  still  others  influenced  by  philanthropic  sentiments — have 
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The  Territories  of  the  United  States,  with  tin  important  exceptions, 
have  remained  nudist urlied  by  the  ciul  war;  and  they  are  exhibiting 
such  evidence  of  prosperity  as  justifies  an  expectation  that  some  of  them 
will  sor>n  be  in  a  condition  to  he  organized  as  States  and  be  constitu- 
tionally admitted  into  the  Federal  Union. 

The  immense  mineral  resom'ces  of  some  of  those  Territories  ought  to 
be  developed  as  rapidly  ;is  possible.  Kvery  step  in  that  direction  would 
haV'e  a  tendency  to  improve  the  revenues  of  the  Government  and  diminish 
the  biu-dens  of  the  people.  It  is  worthy  of  your  serious  consideration 
whether  some  extraordinary  measures  to  promote  that  end  can  not  l>e 
adopted.  The  means  which  suggests  itself  as  most  likely  to  be  effective 
is  a  scientific  exploration  of  the  mineral  regions  in  those  Territories  with 
a  view  to  the  publication  of  its  results  at  home  and  in  foreign  countries— 
results  which  can  not  fail  to  Ix*  auspicious. 

The  condition  of  the  finances  will  claim  your  most  dihgent  considera- 
tion. The  vast  ex|^>enditures  incident  to  the  military  and  naval  operations 
required  for  the  suppression  of  the  relx^lllon  have  hitherto  been  met  with 
a  promptitude  and  certainty  unusual  in  similar  circumstances,  and  the 
public  credit  has  been  fully  maintained.  The  continuance  of  the  war, 
however,  and  the  increased  disbursements  made  necessary  by  the  aug- 
mented forces  now  in  the  field  demand  yoitr  best  reflections  as  to  the  best 
mcKies  of  providing  the  necessar>'  revenue  without  injiu-y  to  business  and 
with  the  least  jKJssilile  burdens  upon  lalxjr. 

The  su.spension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  soon  after  the  com* 
mencement  of  yotir  last  session  made  large  issues  of  United  States  notes 
unavoidable.  In  no  other  way  could  the  payment  of  the  troops  and  the 
satisfaction  of  other  just  demands  l>e  so  economically  or  so  well  provided 
for.  The  judicious  legislation  of  Congress,  securing  the  receivability  of 
these  notes  for  loans  and  internal  duties  and  making  them  a  legal  tender 
for  other  debts,  has  made  them  an  universal  currency,  and  has  satisfied, 
partially  at  least,  and  for  the  time,  the  long-felt  w^ant  of  an  uniform  circu- 
lating medium,  saving  thereby  to  the  people  injraense  sums  in  discounts 
and  exchanges. 

A  return  to  specie  payments,  however,  at  the  earliest  period  compatible 
with  due  regard  to  all  interests  concerned  should  ever  be  kept  in  view. 
Fltictuations  in  the  value  of  currency  are  alwaj's  injurious,  and  to  reduce 
these  fluctuations  to  the  lowest  possible  pnnt  will  always  be  a  leading 
purjxjse  in  wise  legislation,  Convertiliility,  prompt  and  certain  con- 
vertibility, into  coin  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  and  surest 
safeguard  against  them;  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  a  circnla- 
tion  of  United  States  notes  payable  in  coin  and  sufficiently  large  for  the 
wants  of  the  people  can  be  permanently,  tisefully,  and  safely  maintained. 

Is  there,  then,  any  other  mode  in  which  the  necessary  provision  for  the 
public  wants  can  l>e  made  and  the  great  advantages  of  a  safe  and  uniforr 
currency  secure<:l? 
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I  know  of  none  which  promises  so  certain  results  and  is  at  the  same 
time  sr^  unobjectionable  as  the  organization  of  banking  associatkms, 
under  a  general  act  of  Congress,  well  guarded  in  its  pro\nsions.  To 
such  ass^xriati^^ms  the  Government  might  furnish  circulating  notes,  on 
the  security  of  United  States  bonds  deposited  in  the  Treasur>'.  These 
notes,  preparcfl  under  the  super\'ision  of  proper  officers,  being  unifomi 
in  ajijjearance  and  security  and  convertible  always  into  coin,  would  at 
once  prr;tei*t  lalx^r  against  the  evils  of  a  vicious  currency  and  facilitate 
commerce  by  cheap  and  safe  exchanges. 

A  nuxlerate  reservation  from  the  interest  on  the  bonds  would  compen- 
sate the  United  States  for  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  the  notes 
and  a  general  supervision  of  the  system,  and  would  lighten  the  burden 
of  that  jiart  of  the  public  debt  employed  as  securities.  The  public  credit, 
moreover,  wrnild  Ix:  greatly  improved  and  the  negotiation  of  new  loans 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  steady  market  demand  for  Government  bonds 
wliidi  the  arloption  of  tlie  proposed  system  would  create. 

It  is  an  arlditimial  recommendation  of  tlie  measure,  of  considerable 
weight,  in  my  judgment,  that  it  would  reconcile  as  far  as  possible  all 
existing  interests  by  the  opportunity  offered  to  existing  institutions  to 
reorganize  inuler  the  act,  substituting  only  the  secured  uniform  national 
circulation  fr>r  the  l<K'al  and  various  circulation,  secured  and  unsecured, 
now  issued  by  them. 

The  receijits  into  the  Treasury  from  all  sources,  including  loans  and 
kilance  from  the  ])receding  year,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th 
June,  1S62,  were  55^3.^^5.247.06,  of  which  sum  $49,056,397.62  were 
derived  from  customs;  $1,795,331.73  from  the  direct  tax;  from  public 
lands,  $152,203.77;  from  miscellaneous  sources,  $931,787.64;  from  loans 
in  all  forms,  $529,692,460.50.  The  remainder,  $2,257,065.80,  was  the 
balance  from  last  year. 

The  disbursements  during  the  same  period  were:  For  Congressional, 
exerntive,  and  judicial  ])ur]X)ses,  $5,939,009.29;  for  foreign  intercourse, 
$'.33<^7i^>-35;  f^>i"  miscellaneous  expenses,  including  the  mints,  loans, 
Post-Ofl'ice  deficiencies,  collection  of  revenue,  and  other  like  charges, 
$14,129,771.50;  for  expenses  under  the  Interior  Department,  $3,102,- 
9K5.52;  under  the  War  Department,  $394,368,407.36;  inider  the  Navy 
Department,  $42,674,569.69;  for  interest  on  public  debt,  $13,190,324.45; 
and  for  payment  of  pul)lic  debt,  including  reimbursement  of  temporary 
loan  and  redemptions,  $96,096,922.09;  making  an  aggregate  of  $570,- 
K  4 1 .  7<  K ).  25 ,  and  leaving  a  l)alance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  day  of  July, 
iS^j.of  $13,(^3,546.81. 

It  should  l)e  observed  that  the  sum  of  $96,096,922.09,  expended  for 
reinilmrscments  and  redemption  of  public  debt,  being  included  also  in 
the  loans  made,  may  Ikj  pro^KTly  deducted  lx)th  from  receipts  and  ex- 
IK-nditures.  leaving  the  actual  receipts  for  the  year  $487,788,324.97,  and 
the  expenditures  $474,744,778.16. 
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Other  information  on  the  snbject  of  the  finances  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whose  statements  and  \Hews  I 
invite  your  most  candid  and  considerate  attention. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Navy  are  herewith 
transmitted.  These  reports,  though  lengthy,  are  scarcely  more  than 
brief  abstracts  of  the  very  numerous  and  extensive  transactions  and 
L  operations  conducted  through  those  Departments.  Nor  could  I  give  a 
f  simimar>*  of  them  here  upon  any  principle  which  would  admit  of  its  being 
much  shorter  than  the  reports  themselves,  I  therefore  content  myself 
with  laying  the  reports  Ix^fore  you  and  asking  your  attention  to  them. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  ref'Hjrt  a  decided  improvemtfUt  in  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Post-Office  Department  as  comjmred  with  several 
[preceding  years.      The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  1S61   amounted  to 
r  $8,349,296. 40»  which  embraced  the  revenue  from  all  the  States  of  the 
Union  for  three  quarters  of  that  year*     Notwithstanding  the  cessation 
of  revenue  from  the  so-called  seceded  States  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
the  increase  of  the  corres|x»ndence  of  the  loyal  States  has  been  sufficient 
to  produce  a  revenue  during  the  same  year  of  $8,299,820.90,  being  only 
$50,000  less  than  w^as  derived  from  all  the  States  of  the  Union  during 
the  previous  year.     The  expenditures  show  a  still  more  favorable  result. 
The  amount  expended  in  1861  w^as  $13,606,759.11,     For  the  last  year 
I  the  amount  has  been  reduced  to  $11,125,364,13,  showing  a  decrease  of 
"about  $2,481,000  in  the  expenditures  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  and  about  $3,750,000  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  i860.      The 
deficiency  in  the  Department  for  the  previous  year  \vas  $4,551,966,98. 
For  the  last  fiscal  year  it  was  reduced  to  $2, 1 1 2,814.57,     These  favorable 
results  are  in  part  owing  to  the  cessation  of  mail  servdce  in  the  iosiirrec- 
tionary  States  and  in  part  to  a  careful  review  of  all  expenditures  in  that 
Department  in  the  interest  of  economy.     The  efficieucy  of  the  postal 
service,  it  is  believed,  has  also  been  much  improved.     The  Postmaster- 
General  has  also  oi>ened  a  correspondence  through  the  Department  of 
State  with  foreign  go\'ernments  proposing  a  convention  of  postal  repre- 
sentatives for  the  purpose  of  simplifying  the  rates  of  foreign  postage  and 
to  expedite  the  foreign  mails.     This  proposition,  equally  ini|xirtant  to 
J  our  adopted  citizens  and  to  the  commercial  interests  of  this  country,  has 
Ibeen  favorably  entertained  and  agreed  to  by  all  the  governments  from 
whom  replies  have  l>een  received. 

I  ask  tlie  attention  of  Congress  ttj  the  suggestions  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  in  his  report  respecting  the  further  legislation  required,  in  his 
opinion,  for  the  l»encfit  of  the  pf>stal  sen'ice. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Intericjr  reports  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  public 
lands: 

The  pubhc  lands  have  ceased  to  fje  a  source  of  reveime.  From  the  tst  July,  iS6t, 
to  the  30th  Seplcmbcr.  1862.  llie  entire  cash  receipts  from  the  sale  of  lantls  were 
1^7.47^*^— a  sum  much  less  thaa  the  expenses  of  our  land  system  during  the  sam^ 
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period.  The  homestead  law,  which  will  take  efifect  on  the  ist  of  January  next,  oflPers 
such  inducements  to  settlers  that  sales  for  cash  can  not  be  expected  to  an  extent 
sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  General  I^and  Office  and  the  cost  of  surveying 
and  bringing  the  land  into  market. 

The  discrejpancy  between  the  sum  here  stated  as  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  and  the  sum  derived  from  the  same  source  as  reported 
from  the  Treasury  Department  arises,  as  I  understand,  from  the  fact  that 
the  periods  of  time,  though  apparently,  were  not  really  coincident  at  the 
beginning  point,  the  Treasury  report  including  a  considerable  sum  now 
which  had  previously  been  reported  from  the  Interior,  sufficiently  large 
to  greatly  overreach  the  sum  derived  from  the  three  months  now  reported 
upon  by  the  Interior  and  not  by  the  Treasury. 

The  Indian  tribes  upon  our  frontiers  have  during  the  past  year  mani- 
fested a  spirit  of  insubordination,  and  at  several  points  have  engaged  in 
open  hostilities  against  the  white  settlements  in  their  vicinity.  The  tribes 
occupying  the  Indian  country^  south  of  Kansas  renounced  their  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  and  entered  into  treaties  with  the  insurgents.  Those 
who  remained  loyal  to  the  United  States  were  driven  from  the  country. 
The  chief  of  the  Cherokees  has  visited  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  restor- 
ing the  fonner  relations  of  the  tribe  with  the  United  States.  He  alleges 
that  they  were  constrained  by  superior  force  to  enter  into  treaties  with 
the  insurgents,  and  that  the  United  States  neglected  to  furnish  the  pro- 
tection which  their  treaty  stipulations  required. 

In  the  month  of  August  last  the  vSioux  Indians  in  Minnesota  attacked 
the  settlements  in  their  vicinity  with  extreme  ferocity,  killing  indiscrimi- 
nately men,  women,  and  children.  This  attack  was  wholly  unexpected, 
and  therefore  no  means  of  defense  had  l>een  provided.  It  is  estimated 
that  not  less  than  800  persons  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  and  a  large 
amount  of  property  was  destroyed.  How  this  outbreak  was  induced  is 
not  definitely  known,  and  suspicions,  which  may  l^e  unjust,  need  not  to 
l^e  stated.  Information  was  received  by  the  Indian  Bureau  from  different 
sources  alx)ut  the  time  hostilities  were  commenced  that  a  simultaneous 
attack  was  to  be  made  upon  the  white  settlements  l>y  all  the  tribes 
l>elween  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  State  of 
Minnesota  has  suffered  great  injury  from  this  Indian  war.  A  large  por- 
tion of  her  territory  has  l)een  depopulated,  and  a  severe  loss  has  l)een 
sustained  by  the  destruction  of  property.  The  people  of  that  State  mani- 
fest much  anxiety  for  the  removal  of  the  tril)es  Ixivond  the  limits  of  the 
State  as  a  >::uaranty  against  future  hostilities.  The  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  will  furnish  full  details.  I  submit  for  your  esi-)ecial  con- 
sideration whether  our  Indian  system  shall  not  Ix?  remodeled.  Many 
wise  and  \^oo^  men  have  impressed  me  with  the  Ixjlief  that  this  can  1^ 
])n^fitably  done. 

I  submit  a  statement  of  the  i)r(K*eedings  of  commissioners,  which  shows 
the  progress  that  lias  been  made  in  the  enteq:)rise  of  constructing  the 
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Pacific  Railroad.  And  this  sup^gests  the  earliest  completion  of  this  road, 
and  also  the  favorable  action  rjf  Congress  upon  the  projects  now  jxrnd- 
ing  Ijefore  them  for  enlarging  the  capacities  of  the  great  canals  in  New 
York  and  Illinois,  as  being  of  vital  and  rapidly  increasing  importance  to 
the  whole  nation,  and  especially  to  the  vast  interior  region  hereinafter 
to  Ije  noticed  at  some  greater  length,  I  purpose  having  prepared  and 
laid  lr>efore  you  at  an  early  day  some  interesting  and  valualde  statistical 
infonnation  upni  this  subject.  The  mihtary  and  conimercial  importance 
of  enlarging  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  and  improving  the  Illinois 
River  is  presented  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Webster  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  now  transmitted  to  Congress.    I  respectfully  ask  attention  to  it. 

To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May 
last,  I  have  caused  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  United  States 
to  Ixf  organized. 

The  Commissioner  informs  me  that  within  the  period  of  a  few  months 
this  Department  has  established  an  extensive  system  of  correspondence 
and  exchanges /lx)th  at  home  and  abroad,  which  promises  to  effect  highly 
beneficial  results  in  the  development  of  a  correct  knowledge  of  recent 
improvements  in  agriculture,  in  the  introduction  of  new  products,  and 
in  the  collection  of  the  agricultural  statistics  of  the  different  States. 

Also»  that  it  will  soon  he  prepared  to  distribute  largely  seeds»  cereals, 

plants,  and  cuttings,  and  has  already  published  and  liberally  diffused 

nuich  valuable  information  in  anticipation  of  a  more  elaborate  report, 

■       which  will  in  due  time  be  furnished,  embracing  some  valuable  tests  in 

chemical  science  now  in  progress  in  the  laborator>% 

The  creation  oi  this  Department  w*as  for  the  more  immediate  benefit 
of  a  large  class  of  our  most  valuable  citizens,  and  I  trust  that  the  liberal 
basis  upon  which  it  has  been  organised  will  not  only  meet  your  approba- 
tion, but  that  it  will  realize  at  no  distant  day  all  the  fondest  anticipations 
of  its  most  sanguine  friends  and  become  the  fruitful  somrce  of  advantage 
to  all  our  people. 

On  the  22d  day  of  Septeralx^r  last  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
Executive,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

In  accordance  with  the  purpc;)se  expressed  in  the  second  paragraph  of 
that  paper.  I  now  respectfully  recall  yoiu  attention  to  what  may  l>e  called 
' '  compensated  emancipation.  *  * 

A  nation  may  Ije  said  to  consist  of  its  territory,  its  people,  and  its  laws. 
The  territory  is  the  only  part  wdiich  is  of  certain  durability.  *"One 
generation  passeth  away  and  another  generation  cometh,  but  the  earth 
abideth  forever/*  It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  duly  consider  and 
estimate  this  ever-endnring  part.  That  jxirtion  of  the  earth's  surface 
which  is  owned  and  inhabited  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  is  well 
iapted  to  be  the  home  of  one  national  family,  and  it  is  not  well  adapted 
two  or  more.  Its  vast  extent  and  its  variety  of  climate  and  prcKlnc- 
tions  are  of  advantage  in  this  age  for  one  people ^  whatever  they  might 
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hav^e  been  in  former  ages.  Steam »  tele>n'aphs,  and  intelligence  liave 
brought  these  to  be  an  advantageous  combination  fc^r  one  united  fxfople. 
In  the  inaugural  address  I  briefly  pointed  out  the  total  inadequacy  of 
disunion  as  a  remedy  for  the  differences  between  the  people  of  the  two 
sections.  I  did  so  in  language  which  I  can  not  improve ^  and  which,  there- 
fore, I  beg  to  repeat: 

One  Election  of  our  country  believes  slaverj'  is  right  and  ought  to  be  extendetl, 
while  t!ie  other  believes  it  is  UTimg^  and  ought  not  to  be  extendefl.  Thi^  is  the  only 
substantial  dispute.  The  fugitive-slave  chiuse  of  the  Constitution  and  the  law  for 
the  suppression  of  the  foreign  slave  trade  are  each  as  well  enforced,  perhaps,  as  any 
law  can  ever  be  in  a  community  where  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  imperfectly 
supports  the  law  itself.  The  great  body  of  the  people  abide  by  the  drj-  legal  obliga- 
tion in  both  cases,  and  a  few  break  over  in  each.  This,  I  think,  can  not  tje  perfectly 
cure<l,  and  it  would  be  worse  in  both  cases  a/t^r  the  separation  of  tlie  sections  than 
before.  The  foreign  slave  trark%  now  imperfectly  suppressed,  wouM  \hi  ultimately 
revived  without  restriction  in  one  section,  while  fugitive  slaves,  now  only  partially 
surrendered,  would  not  Ix-  surrendered  at  :dl  by  the  otber. 

Physical ly  speaking,  we  can  not  separate.  We  can  not  remove  our  respective  sec- 
tions from  each  other  nor  build  an  impassable  wall  l:>etween  Uiem,  A  busband  and 
wife  may  t>e  divorced  and  go  out  of  the  presence  and  beyon<l  the  reach  of  each  other, 
but  the  different  pirts  of  our  countnr^  can  not  do  this.  They  can  not  but  remain  face 
to  face,  and  intercourse,  either  amicable  or  hostile,  tnust  continue  between  them.  Is 
it  possible,  then,  to  make  that  intercourse  more  advantageous  or  more  satisfactory 
a/irr  separation  than  be/ore?  Can  aliens  make  treaties  easier  than  frientls  can  make 
laws?  Can  treaties  be  more  faithfully  enforcefl  l^etween  aliens  than  laws  can  among 
friends?  Suppose  you  go  to  war,  3'ou  can  not  fight  always;  and  when,  after  much 
loss  on  both  sides  and  no  gain  on  either,  you  cease  fighting,  the  identical  old  ques- 
tions, as  to  terms  of  intercourse,  are  again  upon  you. 

There  is  no  line,  straight  or  crooked,  suitable  for  a  national  boundary 
upon  which  to  di\nde.  Trace  through,  from  east  to  west,  upon  the  line 
between  the  free  and  slave  country,  and  we  shall  find  a  little  more  than 
one- third  of  its  length  are  rivers,  easy  to  be  crossed,  and  populated,  or 
soon  to  be  populated,  thickly  upon  lx)th  sides;  while  nearly  all  its  remain* 
ing  length  are  merely  surv'eyors'  lines,  over  which  people  may  walk  back 
and  forth  without  any  consciousness  of  their  presence.  No  part  of  this 
line  can  be  made  any  more  difficult  to  pass  by  writing  it  down  on  paper 
or  parchment  as  a  national  lioundary.  The  fact  of  separation,  if  it  comes, 
gives  up  on  the  part  of  the  seceding  section  the  fugitive-slave  clatise, 
along  with  all  other  constitutional  obligations  upon  the  section  seceded 
from,  while  I  should  expect  no  treaty  stipulation  would  ever  be  made  to 
take  its  place. 

But  there  is  another  difficulty.  The  great  interior  region  bounded  east 
by  the  Alleghanies,  north  by  the  British  dominions,  west  by  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  south  by  the  hue  along  which  the  culture  of  corn  and 
cotton  meets,  and  which  includes  part  of  Virginia,  part  of  Tennessee, 
all  of  Kentticky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Missouri. 
Kansas,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  the  Territories  of  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and 
part  of  Colorado,  already  has  above  10,000,000  people,  and  will  have 
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50.000,000  within  fifty  years  if  not  prevented  by  any  p(3litical  folly  or 
mistake.  It  contains  more  than  one-third  of  the  country  owned  by  the 
United  States- — certainly  more  than  i  ,000,000  stjuare  miles.  Once  half  as 
populous  as  Massachusetts  already  is,  it  wonld  have  more  than  75.000,000 
people,  A  glance  at  the  map  shows  that,  territorially  speaking,  it  is 
the  great  body  of  the  Republic,  The  other  parts  are  hut  marginal  bor- 
ders to  it,  the  magnificent  region  sloping  west  from  the  Rock}^  Mountains 
to  the  Pacific  being  the  deepest  and  also  the  richest  in  undevelo|ied  re- 
[  sources.  In  the  production  of  provisions,  grains,  grasses,  and  all  which 
proceed  from  them  this  great  interior  region  is  naturally  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  world.  Ascertain  from  the  statistics  the  small  propor- 
lion  of  the  region  which  has  as  yet  been  brought  into  cultivation,  and 
also  the  large  and  rapidly  increasing  amount  of  its  products,  and  we  shall 
lie  overwhelmed  with  the  niagnitude  of  the  prosjiect  presented.  And  yet 
this  region  has  no  seacoast — -touches  no  ocean  an>n,vhere.  As  part  of  one 
nation,  its  people  now  find,  and  may  forever  find,  their  way  to  Europe 
by  New  York,  to  South  America  and  Africa  by  New  Orleans,  and  to  Asia 
by  San  Francisco;  but  separate  our  common  countr>^  into  two  nations,  as 
designed  by  the  present  rebellion,  and  ever>'  man  of  this  great  interior  re- 
gion is  thereby  cut  off  from  some  one  or  more  of  these  outlets,  not  perhaps 
by  a  phj^sical  barrier,  but  by  embarrassing  and  onerous  trade  regulations. 

And  this  is  true,  wherever  a  dividing  or  boundary  line  may  be  fixed. 
Place  it  between  the  now  free  and  slave  country,  or  place  it  south  of  Ken- 
tucky or  north  of  Ohio,  and  still  the  truth  remains  that  none  south  of  it 
can  trade  to  any  port  or  place  nortli  of  it,  and  none  north  of  it  can  trade 
to  any  port  or  place  south  of  it,  except  upon  terms  dictated  by  a  govern- 
ment foreign  to  them.  These  outlets,  east,  west,  and  south,  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  wel blueing  of  the  people  inhabiting  and  to  inhabit  this 
vast  interior  region.  Which  of  the  three  may  Ije  the  best  is  no  proper 
question.  All  are  better  than  either,  and  all  of  right  belong  to  that  peo- 
ple and  to  their  successors  forever.  True  to  themselves,  they  will  not 
ask  ivhere  a  line  of  separation  shall  l>e,  but  will  vow  rather  that  there  shall 
be  no  such  line.  Nor  are  the  marginal  regions  less  interested  in  these 
communications  to  and  through  them  to  the  great  outside  world.  They, 
too.  and  each  of  them,  must  have  access  to  this  Kgypt  of  the  West  without 
paying  toll  at  the  crossing  of  any  national  boundary. 

Our  national  strife  springs  not  from  our  permanent  part;  not  from  the 
land  w^e  inhabit;  not  from  our  national  homestead.  There  is  no  possi- 
ble severing  of  this  but  would  multiply  and  not  mitigate  e\nls  among  us. 
In  all  its  adaptations  and  aptitudes  it  demands  union  and  abhors  separa- 
tion. In  fact,  it  would  ere  long  force  reunion,  however  much  of  blood 
and  treasure  the  separation  might  have  cost. 

Our  strife  pertains  to  ourselves — to  the  passini;  generations  of  nien^ — 
and  it  can  \vitliout  convulsion  be  hushed  forever  witii  the  passing  of  one 
generation. 
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In  this  view  I  recomnietid  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  and 
articles  amendatory  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates: 

Resoltfed  by  the  StnaU  and  House  of  Rtptratniailves  of  the  UniUd  States  of 
Amerka  in  Congress  ass^mftled  {tu*o*thh'ds  of  both  Houses  concurring),  Th«l  llic 
following  articles  be  propo*>ed  to  the  Icj^islaturcs  (or  conventions »  of  the  severni 
States  as  atitenclintnts  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniteii  Stales,  all  or  any  of  which 
articles,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  said  le^ijilatures  (or  conventions),  to  he 
valid  as  part  or  parts  of  the  s^itd  Constitution,  vizr 

Art.  — .  P^ery  State  wherein  slavery  now  exists  which  shall  abolish  the  same 
therein  at  any  time  or  times  before  the  tst  day  of  January*,  A,  D.  1900,  shall  rccei%'e 
compensation  from  the  United  States  as  folio ws»  to  wit: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  deliver  to  every  such  State  Ixmds  of  the 

United  States  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of per  cent  per  annum  to  an  amount 

equal  lo  the  aggregate  sum  of  — —  for  each  slave  showti  to  have  Ijeen  therein  by 
the  Eighth  Census  of  the  United  Stales,  said  bonds  to  be  delivered  lo  such  Stale 
by  installments  or  in  one  parcel  at  the  completion  of  the  abolishment,  accordingly 
as  the  same  shall  have  Ijeen  gradual  or  at  one  time  within  such  Stale;  and  interest 
shaM  begin  to  run  upon  any  such  bond  only  from  tlie  proper  time  of  its  delivery  as 
aforesaid.     Any  State  having  received  bonds  as  aforesaid  and  afterwards  reintro- 
ducing or  tolerating  slavery'  therein  shaU  refund  to  tlie  United  States  the  Iwrnds  so 
received,  or  the  value  thereof,  and  aU  interest  paid  thereon. 
I      Art.  — .  All  slaves  who  shall  have  enjoyed  actual  freedom  by  the  chances  of  the 
iwar  at  any  time  before  the  end  of  the  rebellion  shall  be  forever  free;  but  all  owners 
of  such  who  shall  not  have  been  disloyal  shall  be  compensated  for  them  at  llie  same 
rates  as  is  provided  for  States  adopting  alKilishment  of  slavery,  but  in  such  way  that 
|«o  slave  shall  be  twice  accounted  for. 

I  Art,  — ,  Congress  may  appropriate  money  and  otherwise  provide  for  colonizing 
pree  colored  persons  w4th  their  own  consent  at  any  place  or  places  without  the  United 
"states. 

I  beg  indulgence  to  discuss  these  proposed  articles  at  some  length. 
Without  slavery  the  rebellion  could  never  have  existed:  without  slavery 
it  could  not  continue. 

Among  the  friends  of  the  Union  there  is  great  diversity  of  sentiment 
and  of  policy  in  regard  to  slavery  and  the  African  race  amongst  us.  Some 
►  would  perpetuate  sla\^r>^;  some  would  abolish  it  suddenly  and  without 
^compensation ;  some  would  alx>lish  it  gradually  and  with  compensation; 
some  w^ould  remove  the  freed  people  from  us,  and  some  would  retain 
them  with  us;  and  there  are  yet  other  minor  diversities.  Because  of 
these  diversities  w^e  waste  much  strength  in  struggles  among  cmrselves. 
By  mutual  concession  we  should  liamionizc  and  act  together.  This  would 
l>e  compromise,  but  it  w^ould  be  compromise  among  the  friends  «iul  not 
with  the  enemies  of  the  Union,  These  articles  arc  intended  to  cmlxxly 
a  plan  of  such  mutual  concessions.  If  the  plan  shall  lie  adopted,  it  is 
assumed  that  emancipation  will  follow*,  at  least  in  several  of  the  States, 

As  lo  the  first  article,  the  main  points  are,  first,  the  ctnandpatiou;  .sec- 
ondly, the  length  of  time  for  consummating  it  ( tWny-seveu  yeaiB);  aud, 
thirdly,  the  •  >  Uton. 

The  eman^  ^sill  be  uusati.sfactory  to  Uie  advocates  of  jx'r|xnual 

slavery,  but  the  length  of  time  should  greatly  uiitigsile  thrir  ditssati^fac* 
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\\ox\.  The  time  spares  both  races  from  the  evils  of  sudden  derangenient — 
in  fact,  from  tlie  necessity  of  any  derangement— while  most  of  those  whose 
habitual  course  of  thought  will  be  disturbed  by  the  measure  will  have 
passed  away  before  its  consummation.  They  will  never  see  it.  Another 
class  will  hail  the  pros]>ect  of  emancipation,  but  will  deprecate  the  length 
of  lime.  They  will  feel  that  it  gives  too  Httle  to  the  now  living  slaves* 
But  it  really  gives  them  much.  It  saves  them  froui  the  vagrant  destitu- 
tion which  nuist  largely  attend  immediate  emancipation  in  localities  where 
their  nuniliers  are  very  great,  and  it  gives  the  inspiring  assurance  that 
their  posterity  shall  l>e  free  forever.  The  jdan  leaves  to  each  State  choos- 
ing to  act  under  it  to  abolish  slavery  now  ur  at  iht;  end  of  the  centur>% 
or  at  any  intermediate  time,  or  by  degrees  extending  over  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  period,  and  it  obliges  no  two  States  to  proceed  alike.  It 
als*)  provides  for  compensation,  and  generally  the  mwle  of  making  it. 
This,  it  w^ould  seem,  mtist  further  mitigate  the  dissiatisf action  of  those 
who  favor  perpetual  slavery,  and  esiiecially  of  those  who  are  to  receive  the 
compensation.  I)oiil>tless  some  of  those  w  ho  are  to  pay  and  not  to  receive 
will  object.  Yet  the  measure  is  both  just  and  economical.  In  a  certain 
sense  the  liberation  of  slaves  is  the  destruction  of  property— pro|>erty 
acquired  by  descent  or  by  purchase,  the  same  as  any  other  proj^erty.  It 
is  no  less  true  for  having  been  often  said  that  the  people  of  the  South  are 
not  more  responsible  for  the  original  intrwluction  of  this  projierty  than 
are  the  people  of  the  North;  and  when  it  is  remembered  how  unhesita- 
tingly we  all  use  cotton  and  sugar  and  share  the  profits  of  dealing  in 
tlieni,  it  may  not  be  qtiite  safe  to  say  that  the  South  has  been  more  respon- 
sible than  the  North  for  its  contintiance.  If,  then,  for  a  coinmon  object 
this  property  is  to  l^e  sacrificed,  is  it  not  jtist  that  it  be  done  at  a  common 
charge  ? 

And  if  with  less  money,  or  money  more  easily  paid,  w^e  can  preserve 
the  lienefits  of  the  l^nion  l>y  this  means  than  we  can  by  the  war  alone»  is 
it  not  also  economical  to  do  it?  Let  us  consider  it,  then.  Let  us  ascer- 
tain the  sum  we  have  expended  in  the  war  since  comi>ensated  emancipa- 
tion was  proposed  last  March,  and  consider  whether  if  that  measure  had 
been  promptly  accepted  b\^  even  some  of  the  slave  States  the  same  sum 
would  not  have  done  more  to  close  the  war  than  has  beeu  otherwise  done. 
If  so,  the  measure  would  save  money,  and  in  that  \dew  would  be  a  pru- 
dent and  economical  measure.  Certainly  it  is  not  so  easy  to  pay  some- 
thing as  it  is  to  pay  nothing,  btU  it  is  easier  to  pay  a  iarge  sum  than  it  is 
to  pay  a  larger  one.  And  it  is  easier  to  pay  any  sum  wheti  we  are  able 
than  it  is  to  pay  it  de/hrewa  are  able.  The  war  requires  large  sums,  and 
requires  them  at  once.  The  aggregate  sum  necessary  for  compensated 
emancipation  of  course  wotild  be  large.  But  it  w^ould  require  no  ready 
cash,  nor  the  bonds  even  any  faster  than  tlie  eniancipatiou  progresses. 
This  might  not,  and  probably  would  not,  close  before  the  end  of  the  thirty- 
seven  years.     At  that  time  we  shall  probably  have  a  hundred  millions  ofl 
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people  to  share  the  burden,  instead  of  tliirty-otie  milHons  as  now.  And 
not  only  so,  but  the  increase  of  otir  population  may  lie  expected  to 
ecu  till  ue  for  a  long  time  after  that  period  as  rapidly  as  before,  because 
our  territory  will  not  have  become  ftilh  I  do  not  state  this  inconsider- 
ately. At  the  same  ratio  of  increase  which  we  have  maintained,  on  an 
average,  from  our  first  national  census,  in  1790,  until  that  of  i860,  we 
should  ill  190Q  have  a  poptilation  of  103,208,415.  And  why  may  we  not 
contiiuie  that  ratio  far  Ijeyond  that  period?  Our  alnmdant  room,  our 
broad  national  homestead,  is  our  ample  resource.  Were  our  territory 
limited  as  are  the  British  Isles,  very  certainly  our  jK^pulation  cotild  not 
expand  as  stated.  Instead  of  receiving  the  foreign  born  as  now,  we 
should  be  compelled  to  send  part  of  the  native  lx>ru  aw^ay.  But  such 
is  tiot  our  condition.  We  have  2.963,000  square  miles.  luirope  has 
3,800,000,  with  a  population  averaging  73*3  persons  to  the  square  mile 
Why  may  not  our  country  at  some  time  average  as  many?  Is  it  \ 
fertile?  Has  it  more  waste  surface  by  mountains,  ri\'ers,  lakes,  deserts, 
or  other  causes?  Is  it  inferior  to  Europe  in  any  natural  advantage?  If, 
then,  we  are  at  some  time  to  be  as  populous  as  Europe,  how  soon?  As 
to  when  this  may  Ije,  we  can  judge  by  the  past  and  the  present;  as  to 
when  it  unli  be,  if  ever,  depends  much  on  whether  we  maintain  the  Union, 
Several  of  our  States  are  already  above  the  average  of  Europe — 73  J3  to 
the  sqtmre  mile,  Massachtisetts  has  157;  Rhode  Island,  133;  Connect!- 
ctit,  99;  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  each  80.  Also  two  other  great  States, 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  are  not  far  l>elow\  the  former  having  63  and  the 
latter  59.  The  States  already  above  the  European  average,  except  New 
York,  have  increased  in  as  rapid  a  ratio  since  passing  that  point  as  ever 
before,  while  uo  one  of  them  is  equal  to  some  other  parts  of  our  country 
in  natural  capacity  for  sustaining  a  dense  population. 

Taking  the  nation  in  the  aggregate,  and  we  find  its  population  and  ratio 
of  increase  for  the  several  decennial  periods  to  be  as  foUoivs : 


This  shows  an  average  decennial  increase  of  34.60  per  cent  in  popula- 
tion through  the  seventy  years  from  our  first  to  our  last  census  yet  taken. 
It  is  seen  that  the  ratio  of  increase  at  no  one  of  these  seven  periods  is 
either  2  per  cent  below  or  2  per  cent  abo\'e  the  average,  thus  showing 
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how  inflexible,  and  consequently  how  reliable,  the  law  of  increase  in  our 
case  is.     Assuming  that  it  will  contiiine,  it  gives  the  following  results: 


Year, 


1910 . 
1990. 
•93P- 


Population. 


56,967,316 
76.677,872 
103, »«,  415 
138*918.5^6 
186.984,335 
25r,6fto,9F4 


These  figures  show  that  our  country  ffmy  be  as  populous  as  Europe 
now  is  at  some  point  between  1 920  and  1 930 — say  ab3Ut  1 925 — our  ter- 
ritory, at  73J4  persons  to  the  scjuare  mile,  being  of  capacity  to  contain 
217,186,000. 

And  we  will  reach  this,  tfX),  if  we  do  not  ourselves  relinquish  the 
chance  by  the  folly  and  evils  of  disunion  or  by  long  and  exhausting  war 
springing  from  the  only  great  element  of  national  discord  among  us. 
While  it  can  not  be  foreseen  exactlj^  how  much  one  huge  example  of 
secession,  breeding  lesser  ones  indefinitely,  w^ould  retard  i^wivpulation.civil- 
i/^ation,  and  prosperity,  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  extent  of  it  would  be 
ver\"  great  and  injurious. 

The  proposed  emancipation  would  shorten  the  war,  perpetuate  peace, 
insure  this  increase  of  population,  and  pro|x>rtionately  the  wealth  of  the 
country.  With  these  we  should  pay  all  the  emancipation  would  cost, 
together  with  our  other  debt,  easier  than  we  should  pay  our  other  debt 
without  it.  If  we  had  allowed  our  old  national  debt  to  run  at  6  per  cent 
per  annum,  simple  interest,  from  the  end  of  our  revolutionary  struggle 
until  to-day,  without  paying  anything  on  either  principal  or  interest,  each 
man  of  us  would  owe  less  upon  that  debt  now  than  each  man  owed  upon 
it  then;  and  this  because  our  increase  of  men  through  the  whole  period 
i  has  been  greater  than  6  per  cent— has  run  faster  than  the  interest  upon 
the  del>t.  Thus  time  alone  relieves  a  debtor  nation,  so  long  as  its  popu- 
lation increases  faster  than  unpaid  interest  accunndates  on  its  debt* 

This  fact  would  W  no  excuse  for  delating  payment  of  what  is  justly 
I  due,  but  it  shows  the  great  importance  of  time  in  this  connection^ — the 
great  advantage  of  a  policy  by  which  we  shall  not  have  to  pay  until  we 
number  100,000,000  what  by  a  different  policy  we  would  have  to  pay  now, 
when  we  number  but  31,000,00(3.  In  a  word,  it  shows  that  a  dollar  will 
be  much  harder  to  pay  for  the  war  than  will  Ije  a  dollar  for  emancipation 
on  the  proposed  plan.  And  then  the  latter  will  cost  no  blood,  no  precious 
life.     It  v^ill  be  a  saving  of  both. 

As  to  the  second  article,  I  think  it  would  be  impracticable  to  returu 
to  bondage  the  class  of  persons  therein  contemplated.     Some  of  tl 
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doubtless,  in  the  property  sense  belong  to  loyal  owners,  and  hence  pro- 
vision is  made  in  this  article  for  compensating  such. 

The  third  article  relates  to  the  future  of  the  freed  people.  It  does  not 
oblige,  but  merely  authorizes  Congress  to  aid  in  colonizing  such  as  may 
consent.  This  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  objectionable  on  the  one 
hand  or  on  the  other,  insomuch  as  it  comes  to  nothing  unless  by  the 
mutual  consent  of  the  people  to  be  deported  and  the  American  voters, 
through  their  representatives  in  Congress. 

I  can  not  make  it  better  known  than  it  already  is  that  I  strongly  favor 
colonization;  and  yet  I  wish  to  say  there  is  an  objection  urged  against 
free  colored  persons  remaining  in  the  country  which  is  largely  imaginary, 
if  not  sometimes  malicious. 

It  is  insisted  that  their  presence  w^ould  injure  and  displace  white  labor 
and  white  lalx)rers.  If  there  ever  could  be  a  proper  time  for  mere  catch 
arguments,  that  time  surely  is  not  now.  In  times  like  the  present  men 
should  utter  nothing  for  which  they  would  not  willingly  be  responsible 
through  time  and  in  eternity.  Is  it  true,  then,  that  colored  people  can 
displace  any  more  white  labor  by  iDeing  free  than  by  remaining  slaves? 
If  they  stay  in  their  old  places,  they  jostle  no  white  laborers;  if  they 
leave  their  old  places,  they  leave  them  open  to  white  laborers.  Logic- 
ally, there  is  neither  more  nor  less  of  it.  Emancipation,  even  without 
deportation,  would  probably  enhance  the  wages  of  white  labor,  and  very 
surely  would  not  reduce  them.  Thus  the  customary  amount  of  labor 
would  still  have  to  l)e  perfonned — the  freed  people  would  surely  not  do 
more  than  their  old  proportion  of  it,  and  ver>'  probably  for  a  time  would 
do  less,  leaving  an  increased  part  to  white  laborers,  bringing  their  labor 
into  greater  demand,  and  consequently  enhancing  the  wages  of  it.  With 
de]X)rtation ,  even  to  a  limited  extent,  enhanced  wages  to  white  labor  is 
mathematicall}'^  certain.  Lalx)r  is  like  any  other  commodity  in  the  mar- 
ket— increase  tlie  demand  for  it  and  you  increase  the  price  of  it.  Reduce 
the  supply  of  black  labor  by  colonizing  the  black  laborer  out  of  the  coun- 
try, and  by  precisely  so  much  you  increase  the  demand  for  and  wages  of 
white  labor. 

But  it  is  dreaded  that  the  freed  people  will  swarm  forth  and  cover  the 
whole  land.  Are  they  not  already  in  the  land?  Will  liberation  make 
them  any  more  numerous?  ICqually  distributed  among  the  whites  of  the 
whole  country',  and  there  would  lie  but  one  colored  to  seven  whites.  Could 
the  one  in  any  way  greatly  disturb  the  seven?  There  are  many  commu- 
nities now  having  more  than  one  free  colored  person  to  seven  whites  and 
this  without  any  apparent  consciousness  of  evil  from  it.  The  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  States  of  Mar>'land  and  Delaware  are  all  hi  this  condi- 
tion. The  District  lias  more  than  one  free  colored  to  six  whites,  and  yet 
in  its  frequent  petitions  to  Congress  I  believe  it  has  never  presented  the 
])rescnce  of  free  colored  i>ersons  as  one  of  its  grievances.  But  why  should 
^tnancipation  South  send  the  free  people  North?     People  of  any  color 
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seldom  run  unless  there  l)e  so  me  I  hi  11  f^  to  run  froin.  Heretofore  colored 
people  to  some  extent  have  fled  North  from  lx>ndage,  and  notv,  perhaps, 
rom  both  bondage  and  destitution.  But  if  gradual  emancipation  and 
ieportation  he  adopted,  they  will  have  neither  to  flee  from.  Their  old 
imasters  will  give  tliem  wages  at  least  until  new  laljorers  can  be  procured, 
and  the  freedmen  in  turn  %vin  gladly  give  their  labor  for  the  wages  till 
new  homes  can  lie  found  f:  >r  them  in  congenial  climes  and  with  people  of 
their  own  blood  aud  race.  This  propjsition  can  Ix:  trusted  on  the  mutual 
interests  involved.  And  in  any  event,  can  not  the  North  decide  for  itself 
whether  to  receive  theni? 

Again,  as  practice  proves  more  than  theory  in  any  case,  has  there  been 
any  irruption  of  colored  people  northward  because  of  the  abolishment  of 
slavery  in  this  District  last  spring? 

What  I  have  said  of  the  proixirtion  of  free  colored  persons  to  the  whites 
in  the  District  is  from  the  census  of  r86o»  having  no  reference  to  persons 
called  contrabands  nor  to  those  made  free  by  the  act  of  Congress  abolish- 
ing slavery  here. 

The  plan  consisting  of  these  articles  is  recommended ,  not  hut  that  a 
restoration  of  the  national  authority  would  be  accepted  without  its  adoption. 

Nor  will  the  war  nor  proceedings  under  the  proclamation  of  September 
22,  1862,  be  stayed  because  of  the  recommendation  of  this  plan.  Its  timely 
adoption,  I  doubt  not,  would  bring  restoration,  and  thereby  stay  both. 

Aud  notwithstanding  this  |>lan,  the  recommendation  that  Congress  pro- 

ivide  by  law  for  compensating  any  State  which  may  adopt  emancipation 

before  this  plan  shall  have  l>een  acted  upon  is  hereby  earnestly  renewed. 

Such  would  be  only  an  advance  part  of  the  plan,  and  the  same  arguments 

apply  to  lx>th. 

This  plan  is  recommended  as  a  means^  not  in  exclusion  of » but  addi- 
tional to,  all  others  for  restoring  and  preser\'ing  the  national  authority 
throughout  the  Union.  The  subject  is  presented  exclusively  in  its  eco- 
nomical aspect.  The  plan  would,  I  am  confident,  secure  i>eace  more 
speedily  and  maintain  it  more  permanently  than  can  be  done  by  force 
alone,  while  all  it  would  cost,  considering  amounts  and  manner  of  pay- 
ment and  times  of  payment,  would  be  easier  paid  than  will  be  the  addi- 
tional cost  of  the  war  if  we  rely  solely  upon  force.  It  is  muchp  very 
much,  that  it  would  cost  no  blood  at  all. 

The  plan  is  proposed  as  permanent  constitutional  law.  It  can  not 
liccome  such  without  the  concurrence  of,  first,  two-thirds  of  Congress, 
and  afterwards  three- fourths  of  the  States.  The  requisite  three- fourths 
of  the  States  will  necessarily  include  seven  of  the  slave  States.  Their 
concurrence,  if  obtained,  will  give  assurance  of  thi.nr  severally  adopting 
emancipation  at  no  ver\^  distant  day  upon  the  new  constitutional  terms. 
Tins  assurance  would  end  the  struggle  now  and  save  the  Utiion  forever. 

I  do  not  forget  the  gravity  which  should  characterize  a  paper  addressed 
to  the  Congress  of  the  nation  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  nor 
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I  forget  that  some  of  yoii  are  my  seniors,  nor  that  many  of  you  have 
fitore  experience  than  I  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Yet  I  trust  that 
in  view  of  the  great  res]KJtisibiHty  resting  upon  me  you  a\i11  perceive  uo 
want  of  respect  to  yourselves  in  au)^  undue  earnestness  I  may  seem  to 
display. 

Is  it  doubted,  then,  that  the  plan  I  propose,  if  adopted,  would  shorten 
the  war,  and  thus  lessen  its  expenditure  of  money  and  of  blood  ?  Is  it 
doubted  that  it  would  restore  the  national  authority  and  national  pros- 
perity and  perpetuate  both  indefinitely?  Is  it  doubted  that  we  here — 
Congress  and  Executive — can  secure  its  adoption?  Will  not  the  good 
people  respond  to  a  united  and  eaniest  apjjeal  from  ns?  Can  we,  can 
they,  by  any  other  means  so  certaitdy  or  so  speedily  assure  these  vital 
objects?  We  can  succeed  only  by  concert.  It  is  not  '*Can  any  of  us 
imagine  better?"  but  *'Can  we  a//  do  Ijetter?"  Object  whatsoever  is 
possible,  still  the  question  recurs,  **Can  we  do  better?**  The  dogmas 
of  the  quiet  past  are  inadequate  to  the  stnnn>'  preseut.  The  occasion  is 
piled  high  with  difficulty,  and  we  must  rise  with  the  occasion.  As  our 
case  is  new,  so  we  must  think  anew  and  act  anew;  We  must  disenthrall 
ourselves,  and  then  we  shall  save  our  country. 

Fellow-citizens,  we  can  not  escape  history.  We  of  this  Congress  and 
this  Administratiou  will  be  rememliered  in  spite  of  ourselves.  No  per- 
sonal significance  or  insignificance  can  spare  one  or  another  of  ns.  The 
fiery  trial  through  which  we  pass  will  light  us  down  in  honor  or  dishonor 
to  the  latest  generation.  We  say  we  are  for  the  Union.  The  world  will 
not  forget  that  we  say  this.  We  Icuow  how  to  save  the  Union.  The 
world  knows  we  do  know  how  to  save  it.  We,  even  we  here,  hold  the 
power  and  Ijear  the  responsibility.  In  giving  freedom  to  the  slave  we 
assure  freedom  to  the  free — honorable  alike  in  what  we  give  and  what 
we  preserv^e.  We  shall  nobly  save  or  meanly  lose  the  last  l»est  hope  of 
earth.  Other  means  may  succeed;  this  could  not  fail.  The  way  is  plain, 
peaceful,  generous,  just — ^a  way  which  if  followed  the  world  will  f<:»rever 
applaud  and  God  must  forever  bless. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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W^ASHINGTON,  December  J ,  1S62, 
Ta  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

On  the  5d  of  November,  186 1»  a  collision  took  ]>lace  off  the  coast  of 
Cuba  lietween  the  United  States  war  steamer  San  Jacinto  and  tlie  French 
hn^  J tiies  et  Marie,  resulting  in  serious  damage  to  the  latter.  The  obli- 
gation of  this  Govenunent  to  make  amends  therefor  could  not  1^  ques- 
tioned if  the  injur>^  resulted  from  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the  San  Jacinto, 
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With  a  \new  to  ascertain  this,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  commission  of 
the  United  States  and  French  na\'al  officers  at  New  York,  with  a  naval 
officer  of  Italy  as  ati  arbiter.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  the 
collision  was  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the  San  Jacinto  seasonably  to 
reverse  her  engine.  It  then  Ix^ranie  necessary  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  indemnification  due  to  the  injured  party.  The  United  States  consul- 
general  at  Havana  was  consequently  instructed  to  confer  with  the  consul 
of  France  on  this  jKiint,  and  they  have  determined  that  thtf  sum  of  $9,500 
is  an  equitable  allowance  under  the  circumstances. 

I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  this  sum  for  the  l>enefit  of  the  owners 
of  Xh^Juh's  ct  Marie. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr*  Shufeldt,  the  consul -general*  of  the  United 
States  at  Havana,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  is  herewith 
transmitted,  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  S,  1S62, 
Ta  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represetiiaiives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862,  I  most  cordially  recommend 
that  Commander  John  L.  Worden,  United  States  Navy,  receive  a  vote  of 
thanks  of  Congress  for  the  eminent  skill  and  gallantry  exhibited  Ijy  him 
in  the  late  remarkable  Imtlle  Ijetween  the  United  States  ironclad  steamer 
Monitor,  under  his  command,  and  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer  Merrimac^ 
in  March  last. 

The  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  on  the  occasion  referred  to 
were  tendered  by  a  resohuion  appro%*ed  July  n,  1862,  but  the  reconnnen- 
datiou  is  now  specially  made  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  July  16.  1S62,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 

That  any  Ihie  officer  of  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  niay  be  ath^anced  one  grade  if 
u]x>ii  recommendation  'if  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congress 
for  highly  distingitiH^hed  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  or  for  extraordinary 
heroism  in  the  line  of  his  profession. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


Washington,  D,  C,  December  g,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of 
the  13th  of  March  last,  requesting  a  ctipy  of  the  corres|iondence  relative 
to  the  attempted  seizure  of  Mr,  Fauchet  by  the  coniraander  of  the  Africa 
within  the  waters  of  the  ITnited  States,  I  transmit  a  rep:>rt  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  docitmeuts  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABR.\HAM  LINCOLN, 
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Washington,  D.  C,  December  lo,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16, 1862, 1  most  cordially  recommenc 
that  Lieutenant-Commander  George  U.  Morris,  United  States  Navy,  re 
ceive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  the  determined  valor  and  heroisn 
displayed  in  his  defense  of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Cumberland 
temporarily  under  his  command,  in  the  naval  engagement  at  Hamptoi 
Roads  on  the  8th  March,  1862,  with  the  rebel  ironclad  steam  frigate 
Merrimac.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  December  10,  1862, 
To  tlie  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i  ytl 
of  July  last,  requesting  the  communication  of  correspondence  relating  tc 
the  arrest  of  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  Sumter  at  Tangier,  Morocco 
I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  December  5,  1862,  requesting 
the  President  ' '  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  all  information  in  his  posses 
sion  touching  the  late  Indian  barbarities  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  anc 
also  the  evidence  in  his  possession  upon  which  some  of  the  principa 
actors  and  headmen  were  tried  and  condemned  to  death,*'  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  on  receipt  of  said  resolution  I  transmitted  the  same 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  accompanied  by  a  note  a  copy  of  whicl 
is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  A,  and  in  response  to  which  I  receivec 
through  that  Department  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AflFairs 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  B. 

I  further  state  that  on  the  8th  day  of  November  last  I  received  a  lon^ 
telegraphic  dispatch  from  Major-General  Pope,  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  simpl) 
aiinouiicing  the  names  of  the  persons  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  I  imme 
diately  telegraphed  to  have  transcripts  of  the  records  in  all  the  cases  for 
warded  to  me,  which  transcripts,  however,  did  not  reach  me  until  twc 
or  three  days  before  the  present  meeting  of  Congress.  Meantime  J 
received,  through  telegraphic  dispatches  and  otherwise,  appeals  in  be 
half  of  the  condemned,  appeals  for  their  execution,  and  expressions  oi 
opinion  as  to  proper  polic}'  in  regard  to  them  and  to  the  Indians  gener 
ally  in  that  vicinity,  none  of  which,  as  I  understand,  falls  within  the 
scope  of  your  inquiry.  After  the  arrival  of  the  transcripts  of  records 
but  before  I  had  sufficient  opportunity  to  examine  them,  I  received  i 
joint  letter  from  one  of  the  Senators  and  two  of  the  Representatives  fron 
Minnesota,  which  contains  some  statements  of  fact  not  found  in  the 
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records  of  the  trials,  and  for  which  reason  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy, 
marked  C.  I  also,  for  the  same  reastjii,  inclose  a  printed  iBeitiorial  of 
the  citizens  of  St.  Paul  addressed  to  nie  and  foru^arded  with  the  letter 
aforesaid. 

Anxious  to  not  act  with  so  much  clemency  as  to  encourage  another 
outbreak  on  the  one  hand,  nor  with  so  much  severity  as  to  be  real  cruelty 
on  tlie  other,  I  caused  a  careful  examination  of  the  records  of  trials  to  he 
made,  in  view  of  first  ordering  the  execution  of  such  as  had  been  proved 
guilty  of  v^iolating  females.  Contrary^  to  my  expectations,  only  two  of 
this  class  w^ere  found.  I  then  directed  a  further  examination,  and  a 
classification  of  all  who  were  proven  to  have  participated  in  massacres, 
as  distinguished  from  participation  in  batihs.  This  class  numbered 
forty,  and  included  the  two  con\icted  of  female  violation.  One  of 
the  number  is  strongly  recounnended  by  the  commission  whicli  tried 
them  for  commutation  to  ten  years*  imprisonment.  I  have  ordered  the 
other  thirty-nine  to  be  executed  on  Friday,  the  19th  instant.  The  order 
was  dispatched  from  here  on  Monda>^  the  8th  instant,  by  a  messenger 
to  General  Sibley,  and  a  copy  of  which  order  is  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  D. 

An  abstract  of  the  evidence  as  to  the  forty  is  herewith  inclosed, 
marked  E. 

To  avoid  the  immense  amount  of  copying,  I  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
original  transcripts  of  the  records  of  trials  as  received  by  me. 

This  is  as  full  and  complete  a  response  to  the  resolution  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  make.  ABRAHAM  I.INCOLN. 

December  ii,  1862, 

Washington,  December  11,  1862. 
Ta  ike  Senate  qf  (he  Untied  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate^  for  its  consideration  wnth  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  l>etw^een  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
signed  at  London  by  the  pleuipoteutiaries  of  the  parties  on  the  21st  of 
October  last.  ABRAtlAM  LINCOLN. 


December  12,  1862. 
Fellcm^- Citizens  of  tiic  Senate  and  House  of  Repn'sentativcs: 

I  hav^e  in  my  posscission  three  \aluable  swords,  formerly  the  property 
of  General  David  E.  Twiggs,  which  I  now  place  at  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress.  They  are  forwarded  to  me  from  New  Orleans  by  Major-General 
Benjamin  F,  Butler,  If  they  or  any  of  them  sliall  be  by  Congress  dis- 
posed of  in  reward  or  compliment  of  military  servnce,  I  think  General 
Butler  is  entitled  to  the  first  consideration,  A  copy  of  the  General's 
letter  to  me  accompanying  the  swords  is  herewith  transmitted. 

ABRAHAM.  l.l^CO\.U. 
M  P— voi:.  VI— 10 
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Washington,  D.  C,  December  /j,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  the  list  of  nominations  transmitted  to  the  Senate  under  date  of  the 
ist  instant  Captain  William  M.  Glendy,  United  States  Navy,  was  in- 
cluded therein  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  commodore. 

Since  submitting  this  nomination  it  appears  that  this  oflBcer  was  in- 
eligible for  the  advancement  to  which  he  had  been  nominated  in  con- 
sequence of  his  age,  being  62  on  the  23d  of  May,  1862,  and  under  the 
law  of  2 1  St  December,  1861 ,  should,  had  this  fact  been  known  to  the  Navy 
Department,  have  been  transferred  to  the  retired  list  on  the  day  when 
he  completed  sixty-two  years. 

The  nomination  of  Captain  Glendy  is  accordingly  withdrawn. 

It  is  due  to  this  officer  to  state  that  at  the  period  of  the  passage  of  the 
law  of  December,  1 861,  he  was  and  still  is  absent  on  duty  on  a  foreign 
station,  and  the  certificate  of  his  age  required  by  the  Navy  Department 
was  only  received  a  few  days  since. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  18,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  aiid  House  of  Represeiitatives: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  from  Mr. 
Adams,  United  States  minister  at  London,  and  of  the  correspondence  to 
which  it  refers  between  that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Panizzi,  the  principal 
librarian  of  the  British  Museum,  relative  to  certain  valuable  publications 
presented  to  the  Library  of  Congress. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  22,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  instant, 
requesting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson,*  I  trans- 
mit a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  24.,  1862, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tar>'  of  State  on  the  subject  of  consular  pupils. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

♦United  States  commissioner  at  New  Orleans. 
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Washington, /awwary  2,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  submit  to  Congress  the  expediency  of  extending  to  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government  the  authority  conferred  on  the  President  by 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  to  appoint  a  person 
to  temporarily  discharge  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Secretary  of  War  in  case  of  the  death,  absence  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  or  sickness  of  either  of  those  officers. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /«;/««rK  j,  1863, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
a  convention  for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims  between  the  United 
States  and  Ecuador,  signed  by  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
Governments  in  Guayaquil  on  the  25th  November  uHimo. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washincjton,  fanuar)'  5,  1863, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  2 2d  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  interference  of  our  minister  to 
Mexico  in  favor  of  the  French,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  papers  with  which  it  is  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  fanuary  p,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represaitativcs: 

I  transmit  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  it  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient,  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  8th  instant  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  by  the  minister  resident  of  the  Hanseatic  Republics 
accredited  to  this  Government,  concerning  an  international  agricultural 
exhibition  to  be  held  next  summer  in  the  city  of  Hamburg. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /aw//tfry  //,  1863. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  submitted  to  me  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  5th  instant,  which  has  been  delivered  to  him, 
and  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  reqiiestcfl  to  coniniunicate  to  this  House, 
if  not  in  his  judgment  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  why  our  minister  u\ 
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New  Granada  has  Jiot  presientefi  lijs  credentials  to  the  actuiil  t^jvt^mmetit  of  that 
countr}';  also  tbe  reasons  for  which  Setior  Murillo  is  not  recogiiizeti  l>y  the  Uiiile<l 
Stales  as  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the  Moscjuera  (;k>vernnient  of  that  country; j 
also  what  negotiations  have  been  had,  if  any,  with  General  llerran,  as  tlie  represent- 
ative of  Ospina's  Government  in  New  Granada,  i^ince  it  went  into  exislL-nce. 

On  the  T2th  day  of  December,  1846,  a  treaty  of  amity,  j>eace,  and  con-^ 
cord  was  concluded  betweeti  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Repnb- 
lie  of  New  Granada,  which  is  still  in  force.  On  the  7th  day  of  Decemberj! 
1847,  General  Pedro  Alcdntara  Herran,  who  had  l>een  duly  accredited, 
was  received  here  as  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  that  Republic.  On  the  30th  day  of  Aug^ust,  1849,  Seilor  DoqI 
Rafael  Rivas  was  received  by  this  Government  as  charge  d'affaires  of  the 
same  Republic.  On  the  5th  day  of  Deceniber,  1851,  a  consular  conven- 
tion was  conchided  between  that  Republic  and  the  United  States,  whicy 
treaty  was  signed  on  l:>eha]f  of  the  Republic  of  Granada  by  the  same 
Sefior  Rivas,  This  treaty  is  still  in  force.  On  the  27th  of  April,  J852, 
Seftor  Don  Victoriano  de  Diego  Paredes  was  received  as  charge  d*afTairej| 
of  the  Republic  of  New  Granada.  On  the  20th  of  June,  1855,  General 
Pedro  Alcdntara  Herran  was  again  received  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiar>%  duly  accredited  by  the  Republic  of  New  Gra- 
nada, and  he  has  ever  since  remained,  nnder  the  same  credentials,  as  the 
represetitative  of  that  Republic  near  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
On  the  loth  of  September,  1857,  a  claims  convention  was  concluded  Ije- 
tween  the  United  vStates  and  the  Repuldic  of  Granada.  This  conven- 
tion is  still  in  force,  and  has  in  jmrt  been  executed.  lu  May,  1858,  the 
constitution  of  the  Republic  was  remodeled,  and  the  nation  assumed 
the  political  title  of  "The  Granadian  Confederacy."  This  fact  was  for- 
mally announced  to  this  Government,  but  without  any  change  in  their 
representative  here.  Previously  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1861,  a  revo* 
lutionary  war  against  the  Reptiblic  of  New  Granada,  which  had  thus 
been  recognized  and  treated  with  by  the  United  Slates,  broke  out  in 
New  Granada,  assuming  to  set  up  a  new  government  under  the  name  of 
* '  The  United  States  of  Colomljia. ' '  This  war  has  had  various  vicissitudes, 
sometimes  favorable,  sometimes  adverse,  to  ttie  revolutionary  move- 
ments. The  revolutionary^  organization  has  hitherto  been  simply  a  mili- 
tary provisionary  power,  and  no  definitive  constitutiou  of  go%'eniment  has 
yet  l>een  established  in  New  Granada  in  place  of  that  organized  by  the 
constitution  of  1858.  The  minister  of  the  United  States  to  the  Granadian  1 
Confederacy,  who  was  appcjinted  on  the  29th  day  of  May.  (861,  was 
directed,  in  view  of  the  occupation  of  the  capital  by  the  revolutionar3^ 
party  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  civil  war,  not  to  present  his  creden- 
tials to  either  the  Goveniment  of  the  Granadian  Confederacy  or  to  the 
provisional  militar>^  Government,  but  to  conduct  his  affairs  informally, 
as  Is  cnstomar>^  in  sucli  cases,  and  to  report  the  progress  of  events  and 
await  the  instructions  of  this  Government,     The  advices  which  have  been 
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received  from  him  have  not  hitherto  been  i^iifHcieiitly  conclusive  to  deter- 
mine me  to  recognize  the  revohuionary  Govenunetn.  General  Herran 
being  here,  with  full  authority  from  the  Government  of  New  Granada, 
which  had  been  so  long  recognized  by  the  United  States,  I  have  not  re- 
ceived any  representative  from  the  revohitionar>'  Government,  which  has 
not  yet  been  recognized,  because  such  a  proceeding  would  in  itself  be  an 
act  of  recogtnti^m. 

Official  comnninications  have  been  had  on  various  incidental  and  occa- 
sional questions  with  General  Herran  as  the  minister  plenipotentiary  and 
envoy  extraordinary  of  the  Granadian  Confederacy,  but  in  no  other  char- 
acter. No  definitive  measure  or  proceeding  has  resulted  from  these  com- 
munications, and  a  comnuniication  of  them  at  present  would  not,  in  my 
judgment,  he  compatible  with  the  public  interest. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


To  the  Smate  and  Home  of  Representatives:  January  17,  1863. 

I  have  signed  the  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  inmiediate  payment 
of  the  Anny  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  passed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  14th  and  by  the  Senate  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  joint  resolution  is  a  simple  authority,  amounting,  however,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  a  direction,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-  to 
make  an  additional  issue  of  $100,000,000  in  United  States  notes,  if  so 
much  money  is  needed,  for  the  payment  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 

My  approval  is  given  in  order  that  ever>'  possil>le  facility  may  be  afforded 
for  the  prompt  discharge  of  all  arrears  of  pay  due  to  our  soldiers  and  our 
sailors. 

While  giving  this  approval,  however,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  express  my 
sincere  regret  that  it  has  Ix^en  found  necessary  to  authorize  so  large  an 
additional  iasue  of  United  States  notes,  w^hen  this  circulation  and  that  of 
the  suspended  Ixiuks  together  have  hiecome  already  so  redundant  as  to 
increase  prices  lje>  ond  real  values,  thereby  augmenting  the  cost  of  li\ing 
to  the  injur>^  of  labor,  and  the  cost  of  supplies  to  the  injury  of  the  whole 
country. 

It  seems  ver>^  plain  that  continued  issues  of  United  States  notes  without 
any  check  to  the  issues  of  suspended  banks  and  without  ade<iuate  pro^asion 
for  the  raising  of  money  by  loans  and  for  fuiuhng  the  issues  so  as  to  keep 
them  within  due  limits  must  soon  produce  di.sastrous  consequences;  and 
this  matter  appears  to  me  so  important  that  I  feel  bound  to  avail  myself 
of  this  occasion  to  ask  the  special  attention  of  Congress  to  it. 

That  Congress  has  ptjwer  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  country  can 
hardly  admit  of  doubt,  and  that  a  judicious  measure  to  prevent  the  dete- 
rioration of  this  currency,  by  a  seasonable  taxation  of  bank  circulation  or 
otherwise,  is  needed  seems  equally  clear.  Independently  of  this  general 
consideration,  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  people  at  large  to  exempt  banks 
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enjoying  the  special  privilege  of  circulation  from  their  just  proportion  of 
the  public  burdens. 

In  order  to  raise  money  by  way  of  loans  most  easily  and  cheaply,  it  is 
clearly  necessary  to  give  every  possible  support  to  the  public  credit.  To 
that  end  a  uniform  currency,  in  which  taxes,  subscriptions  to  loans,  and 
all  other  ordinary  public  dues,  as  well  as  all  private  dues,  may  be  paid, 
is  almost,  if  not  quite,  indispensable.  Such  a  currency  can  be  ftunished 
by  banking  associations,  organized  under  a  general  act  of  Congress,  as 
suggested  in  my  message  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session.  The 
securing  of  this  circulation  by  the  pledge  of  United  States  bonds,  as 
therein  suggested,  would  still  further  facilitate  loans  by  increasing  the 
present  and  causing  a  future  demand  for  such  bonds. 

In  view  of  the  actual  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Government  and 
of  the  greater  embarrassments  sure  to  come  if  the  necessary  means  of 
relief  be  not  afforded,  I  feel  that  I  should  not  perform  my  duty  by  a  sim- 
ple announcement  of  my  approval  of  the  joint  resolution,  w^hich  proposes 
relief  only  by  increasing  circulation,  without  expressing  my  earnest  desire 
that  measures  such  in  substance  as  those  I  have  just  referred  to  may 
receive  the  early  sanction  of  Congress. 

By  such  nieasures,  in  my  opinion,  will  payment  be  most  certainly 
secured,  not  only  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  but  to  all  honest  creditors  of 
the  Government,  and  satisfactory  provision  made  for  future  demands 
on  the  Treasuo'.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  yi7;/7/tfr>'  20,  i86j. 
To  the  Sniatc  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  relative  to  the  correspondence  between  this 
Goverinnent  and  the  Mexican  minister  in  relation  to  the  exportation  of 
articles  contraband  of  war  for  the  use  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washingto7i,  favuary  21,  i86j. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  submit  herewith,  for  your  consideration,  the  joint  resolutions  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Washington  adopted  September  27, 
1862,  and  a  memorial  of  the  same  under  date  of  October  28,  1862,  both 
relating  to  and  urging  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  concentrating 
upcMi  the  city  of  Washington. 

In  presenting  this  memorial  and  the  joint  resolutions  to  you  I  am  not 
prepared  to  sav  more  than  that  the  subject  is  one  of  great  practical  im- 
jx^rtance  and  that  I  hope  it  will  receive  the  attention  of  Congress. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington. /<j7;/7/^rv  -?j,  1863, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Confess,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  transmitting  the  regulations,  decrees,  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  United  States  consular  courts  in  Turkey. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  yi^ww^rr  26,  r86j. 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant, 

requesting  a  copy  of  certain  correspondence  respecting  the  capture  of 

British  vessels  sailing  from  one  British  port  to  another  having  on  board 

contraband  of  war  intended  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents,  I  have  the  honor 

to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State  and  the  documents  by 

which  it  was  accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington  Qitw  fammry  28,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862, 1  most  cordially  recommend 
that  Commander  David  D.  Porter.  United  States  Navy,  acting  rear- 
admiral,  commanding  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  receive  a  vote  of  thanks 
of  Congress  for  the  bravery  and  skill  displayed  in  the  attack  on  the  post 
of  Arkansas,  which  surrendered  to  the  combined  military  and  naval  forces 
on  the  loth  instant.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  /,  1863, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  5th  December  last,  requesting  information  upon  the  present  condition 
of  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washin(;ton,  D.  C,  February  4.,  1863, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  rCvSolution  of  Congress  approved  3d  February, 
1863,  tendering  its  thanks  to  Commander  John  L.  Worden,  United  States 
Navy,  I  nominate  that  officer  to  be  a  captain  in  the  Navy  on  the  active 
list  from  the  3d  February,  1863. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  number  of  captains  authorized  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  i6th  July,  1862,  is  now  full,  but  presuming 
that  the  meaning  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  same  act  is  that  the  officer 
receiving  the  vote  of  thanks  vshall  immediately  be  advanced  one  grade 
I  have  made  the  nomination.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  February  5,  186^, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification,  a 
** convention  l^etween  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Repubhc  of 
Pern  for  the  settlement  of  the  pending  claims  of  the  citizens  of  either 
countr>"  against  the  other, '  *  signed  at  Lima  on  the  1 2th  Januar}^  ultimo^ 
with  the  following  amendment: 

Article  I ,  strike  ont  the  words  '  *  the  claims  of  the  American  citizens 
Dr.  Charles  East  on,  Edmund  Sartori,  and  the  owners  of  the  whale  ship 
Williant  Lee  against  the  Govcniment  of  Pern,  and  the  Peruvian  citizen 
Stephen  Montana  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States/'  and 
insert:  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Government 
of  Pern  and  of  citizens  of  Peru  against  the  Governmait  of  the  United  States 
which  have  not  teen  embraced  in  conventional  or  diplomatic  agreement 
betu^een  the  two  Governments  or  their  plenipotentiaries,  and  statements  of 
which  soliciting  the  interposition  of  ei titer  Goi*ernment  may  previously  to 
the  exchange  of  the  ratijications  of  this  eonventioft  have  been  filed  in  the 
Department  of  State  at  Washington  or  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  at 
Lima,  etc. 

This  amendment  is  considered  desirable,  as  there  are  believed  to  be 
other  claims  proper  for  the  consideration  of  the  connnission  which  are 
not  among  those  sjjecified  in  the  original  article,  and  liecanse  it  is  at  least 
questionable  whether  either  Government  would  Ix*  just i lied  in  incurring 
the  expense  of  a  commission  U\x  tlie  sole  purpose  of  disposing  of  the 
claims  mentioned  in  that  article.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  5,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  tt^  ratification,  a 
*' convention  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of 
Peru,  providing  for  the  reference  to  the  King  of  Belgiani  of  the  claims 
arising  out  of  the  capture  and  confiscation  of  the  ships  Lizzie  Thompson 
and  Georgiana,''  signed  at  Lima  on  the  20th  Decemlier,  1S62. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  6,  iS6j, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Ignited  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
of  yesterday,  recjuesting  information  in  regard  to  the  death  of  General 
Ward,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  the  military  service  of  the  Chinese 
Govenmient,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  27th  of  October  last, 
and  of  its  accompaniment,  from  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  China. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Abraham  Liu  coin  wf-^^^  j^^ 

Washington,  Fcbmary  6,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewnth  a  re|X)rt'^-  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th 

^^^^^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  to,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resokition  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday »  requesting 
infoniiatJou  touching  the  visit  of  Mr.  Mercier  to  Richmond  in  April  last, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution 
was  referred  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  12,  i86j. 
To  the  Setiate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1862,  Commander  George  Henry  Preble, 
United  States  Navy,  then  senior  officer  in  connnaiid  of  the  naval  force 
off  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  was  guilty  of  inexcusable  neglect  in  permitting 
the  armed  steamer  Oreto  in  open  daylight  to  run  the  blockade.  For  his 
omission  to  perform  his  whole  diUy  on  that  occasion  and  tlie  injury^ 
thereby  inflicted  on  the  service  and  the  country,  his  name  was  stricken 
from  the  list  of  naval  officers  and  he  was  dismissed  the  service. 

Since  his  dismissal  earnest  application  has  l)een  made  for  his  restora- 
tion to  his  former  position  by  Senatf>rs  and  naval  officers,  on  the  ground 
that  his  fault  was  an  error  of  judgment,  and  that  the  example  in  his  case 
has  already  had  its  effect  in  preventing  a  repetition  of  similar  neglect. 

I  therefore,  on  this  application  and  representation,  and  in  consideration 
of  his  prei'ious  fair  record,  do  hereby  nominate  George  Henry  Preble  to 
be  a  commander  in  the  Navy  from  the  16th  July,  1862,  to  take  rank  on 
the  active  list  next  after  Commander  Edward  Donaldson,  and  to  fill  a 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Commander  J,  M.  Wainwright. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington  D.  C,  February  12,  1S63, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  24th  August,  1861,  Commander  Roger  Perr>%  United  States 
Navy,  was  dismissed  from  the  service  under  a  misappreliension  in  regard 
to  his  loyalty  to  the  Government,  from  the  circumstance  that  several 
oaths  were  transmitted  to  him  and  the  Na\^'  Department  failed  to  receive 
any  recognition  of  them.  After  his  dismissaL  and  upon  his  assurance 
that  the  oath  failed  to  reach  him  and  his  readiness  to  execute  it,  he  was^ 

vRetatius  ^^  ^^  buildijii;  of  ships  of  war  for  tbe  Japanese  Gov«runvcav. 
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recoiiiinissioned  to  his  orijj^inal  position  on  the  4th  September  following. 
On  the  same  day,  4th  September,  he  was  ordered  to  command  the  sloop 
of  war  Vandalia;  on  the  2 2d  this  order  was  revoked  and  he  was  ordered 
to  duty  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  on  the  23d  January,  1862,  was 
detached  sick,  and  has  since  remained  unemployed.  The  advisory  board 
under  the  act  of  i6th  July,  1862,  did  not  recommend  him  for  further 
promotion. 

This  last  commission,  having  been  issued  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, expired  at  the  end  of  the  succeeding  session,  17th  July,  1862,  from 
w^hich  date,  not  ha\ang  been  nominated  to  the  Senate,  he  ceased  to  be  a 
commander  in  the  Navy. 

To  correct  the  omission  to  nominate  this  officer  to  the  Senate  at  its  last 
session,  I  now  nominate  Commander  Roger  Perr>^  to  be  a  commander  in 
the  Navy  from  the  14th  September,  1855,  to  take  his  relative  position 
on  the  list  of  commanders  not  recommended  for  further  promotion. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  12,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  loth  instant,  request- 
ing information  on  the  subjects  of  mediation,  arbitration,  or  other  meas- 
ures looking  to  the  termination  of  the  existing  civil  war,  I  transmit  a 
rejxjrt  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was 
accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  Febmary  rj,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answ^er  to  their  resolution  of  the  12th 
instant,  the  accompanying  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  13,  t86j. 
Hon.  GaU'Sha  A.  Grow\ 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir:  I  herewith  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  i8th  of  Decemlx^r  last,  a  report  from 
the  vSecretary  of  the  Interior,  containing  all  the  information  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Department  respecting  the  causes  of  the  recent  outbreaks 
of  the  Indian  triljes  in  the  Northwest  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
transmitted  to  Congress.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

♦KflatiJi^  to  the  use  of  neproes  by  the  I'rench  army  in  Mexico. 
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Exp:cutivk  Office,  February  17,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  and  concluded  on  the  3d  da}'  of  February,  1863,  between 
W.  W.  Ross,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  of  the  Pottawatomie  Nation  of  Indians  of  Kansas,  which,  it 
appears  from  the  accompanying  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
of  the  17th  instant,  is  intended  to  be  amendatory  of  the  treaty  concluded 
with  said  Indians  on  the  15th  November,  1862. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  18,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  its  ratification, 
an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  of  the  7th  of  April,  1862,  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  which  was  concluded  and  signed  at  Washington  on  the  17th  instant 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  accredited 
to  this  Government.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  /p,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Congress  on  my  recommendation  passed  a  resolution,  approved  7th 
February,  1863,  tendering  its  thanks  to  Commodore  Charles  Henry  Davis 
for  ''distinguished  service  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  at  Fort  Pillow,  at 
Memphis,  and  for  successful  operations  at  other  points  in  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  River." 

I  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  approved 
1 6th  July,  1862,  nominate  Commodore  Charles  Henry  Davis  to  be  a  rear- 
admiral  in  the  Navy  on  the  active  list  from  the  7th  February,  1863. 

Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren  having  in  said  resolution  of  the  7th  Feb- 
ruary in  like  manner  received  the  thanks  of  Congress  * '  for  distinguished 
service  in  the  line  of  his  profeSvSion,  improvements  in  ordnance,  and 
zealous  and  efiScient  labors  in  the  ordnance  branch  of  the  serv-ice,"  I 
therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  i6th  July, 
1862,  nominate  Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren  to  l^e  a  rear-admiral  in  the 
Navy  on  the  active  list  from  the  7th  February,  1863. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  July,  1862,  authorizes  ' '  any  line  officer  of 
the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  to  l>e  advanced  one  grade  if  upon  recommenda- 
tion of  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congreas  for  highly 
distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  or  for  extraordinary  her- 
oism in  the  line  of  his  profession,"  and  Captain  Stephen  C.  Rowan  and 
Commander  David  D.  Porter  having  each  on  my  reconmieudatiotit^e^v 
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the  thanks  of  Cou^^ess  for  distinguished  semce,  by  resohition  of  tlie  ytb 
Febrtmn\  1S63,  I  do  therefore  nominate  Captain  Stephen  C.  Rowau  to  be 
a  comnioclore  in  the  Navy  on  the  active  list  from  the  7th  Fehniar>%  1863, 
Coinitumder  David  D.  Porter  to  Ix*  a  captain  in  the  Navy  on  the  active 
hst  from  the  7th  February,  1863. 

If  this  nomination  should  be  cx)nfinned,  there  will  l>e  vacancies  in  the 
several  grades  to  which  these  officers  are  nominated  for  promotion, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

War  Departmknt, 
Washington  Cri\\  February  2$^  i86j. 

The  Pr:rstdhnt  of  thr  United  States  Senate. 

Sir;  In  answer  to  the  Senate  resolution  of  the  21st  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  letter  of  the  24th  instant  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  h\'  which  it  appears  that  there  are  438  assistant  quartermasters, 
387  conmiissaries  of  suhsistence,  and  343  additional  paymasters  now  in 
the  \'ohinteer  service,  inclncling  those  before  the  Senate  for  confiniiation. 
I  am,  sir ^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\*ant» 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washingtox,  D.  C,  February  ^5,  iS6j, 
Ta  (he  Senate  of  (he  United  States: 

I  nominate  Passed  Midshipmen  Samuel  Pearce  and  Nathaniel  TAVest» 
now  on  the  retired  list,  to  Ije  eiisig^ns  in  the  Na\^"  on  the  retired  list. 

These  nominations  are  made  in  confonnity  with  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
Navy/"  approved  16th  January,  1857,  and  are  induced  by  the  following^ 
considerations; 

The  pay  of  a  passed  midshipman  on  the  retired  list  as  fixed  liy  the 
*'Act  for  the  l>etter  organization  of  the  military  establishment/'  ap- 
proved 3d  August,  1861 ,  amounted,  including  rations,  to  $788  per  annum. 
By  the  **Act  to  esLabhsh  and  equali/.e  the  grade  of  Hne  officers  of  the 
United  States  Navy/'  approved  i6th  July,  1862,  the  grade  or  rank  of 
passed  midshipman,  which  was  the  next  below  that  of  master^  was  dis- 
continued and  that  of  ensign  was  established,  l>eing  now  the  next  grade 
below  that  of  master  and  the  only  grade  in  the  line  list  between  those  of 
master  and  midshipman.  The  same  act  fixes  the  pay  of  officers  on  the 
retired  list,  omitting  the  grade  of  passed  midshipman,  and  prohibits  the 
allowance  of  rations  to  retired  officers.  The  effect  of  this  \^"as  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  a  passed  midshipman  on  the  retired  list  from  $788  to  $350  per 
annum,  or  less  than  half  of  previous  rate. 

This  was  no  doubt  an  unintended  result  of  the  law,  operating  exclu- 
sii'ely  on  the  two  passed  midshipmen  then  on  the  retired  list,  and  their 
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notion  or  transfer  to  the  equivalent  grade  of  ensign  would  not  com- 
pletely iiidemnify  them,  the  pay  of  an  eiisigii  on  the  retired  list  l_>eing 
only  $500  per  annum.  It  is  the  only  relief,  however,  which  is  deemed 
within  the  intentttm  of  the  existing  laws,  and  it  is  the  more  willingly 
recommended  in  this  case,  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  character  of  the  ofli- 
cers  to  be  relieved  which  would  make  it  objectionable.  These  are  the 
only  cases  of  the  kind.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  2S,  1S63. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  instant, 
requesting  a  copy  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have  taken  place 
between  me  and  workitigmen  in  England,  I  transmit  the  papers  men- 
tioned  in  the  subjoined  list.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

WashingtoNj  February  28,  iS6j, 
Ta  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  dispatch  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  from  the  United  States  consul  at  LiverptK>l,  and  the  address 
to  which  it  refers,  of  the  distressed  operatives  of  Black Vmni,  hi  England, 
to  the  New  York  relief  committee  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  generally.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 

Washington.  Marcfi  2,  iS6j. 
Ta  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  preamble  and  joint  resolution  of  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  accepting  the  bene- 
fits of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  2d  of  July  last,  entitled  *'An  act 
donating  public  lands  to  the  several  States  and  Territories  %vhich  may 
provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  tlie  mechanic  arts. ' ' 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


PROCLAMATION^ 

By  ths  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1862^  a  proclamation  was 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  containing,  among  other 
things,  the  following,  to  wit: 

That  on  the  ist  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1863,  all  i>ersoiis  held  as  slaves  wnthin  any 
State  or  designated  part  of  a  Slate  the  people  whcrt^of  shall  then  be  iu  re^>elliO 
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against  the  United  States  shall  be  then^  thenceforward,  and  forever  free;  and  the 
executive  government  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval  author- 
ity thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such  persons  and  will  do  no 
act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  in  any  efforts  they  may  make  for 
their  actual  freedom. 

That  the  Executive  will  on  the  ist  day  of  January'  aforesaid,  by  proclamation, 
designate  the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in  which  the  .people  thereof,  respec- 
tively, shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States;  and  the  fact  that  any 
State  or  the  people  tliereof  shall  on  that  day  be  in  good  faith  represented  in  the 
Congress  of  tlie  United  States  by  members  chosen  thereto  at  elections  wherein  a 
majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  such  States  shall  have  participated  sliall,  in  the 
absence  of  strong  countervailing  testimony,  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  such 
State  and  the  people  thereof  are  not  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Na\'>'  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  against 
the  authority  and  Govenmient  of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  fit  and  nec- 
essary war  measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion,  do,  on  this  1st  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in  accordance  with  my  purpose  so  to  do, 
publicly  proclaimed  for  the  full  period  of  one  hundred  days  from  the 
day  first  alx)ve  mentioned,  order  and  designate  as  the  States  and  parts 
of  States  wherein  the  people  thereof,  respectively,  are  this  day  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States  the  following,  to  wit: 

Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana  (except  the  parishes  of  St.  Bernard, 
Plaquemines,  Jefferson,  St.  John,  St.  Charles,  St.  James,  Ascension, 
Assumption,  Terrebonne,  Lafourche,  St.  Mary,  St.  Martin,  and  Or- 
leans, including  the  city  of  New  Orleans),  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Flor- 
ida, Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia  (except  the 
forty-eight  counties  designated  as  West  Virginia,  and  also  the  counties  of 
Berkeley,  Accomac,  Northampton,  Elizabeth  City,  York,  PrincCvSs  Anne, 
and  Norfolk,  including  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth),  and  which 
excepted  parts  are  for  the  present  left  precisely  as  if  this  proclamation 
were  not  iSvSued. 

And  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  I  do  order 
and  declare  that  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated  States 
and  parts  of  States  are  and  henceforward  shall  be  free,  and  that  the 
executive  government  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military  and 
naval  authorities  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of 
said  persons. 

And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  i)eople  so  declared  to  be  free  to  abstain 
from  allviolence,  unless  in  necessary  self-defense;  and  I  recommend  to  them 
that  in  all  cases  when  allowed  they  labor  faithfully  for  reasonable  wages. 

And  I  further  declare  and  make  known  that  such  persons  of  suitable 
condition  will  l^e  received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  United  States 
rrison  forts.  ]X)sitions,  stations,  and  other  places  and  to  man  vessels 
sorts  in  said  ser\-ice. 
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And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of  justice,  warranted 
by  the  Constitution  upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  considerate 
judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  ray  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
rewAT  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  ist  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

ExEcuTivR  Mansion, 
To  the  Army  of  the  Potomac:  Washington.  December  22^  1862, 

I  have  just  read  your  commanding  general's  preliminary  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Although  you  were  not  successful,  the  attempt 
was  not  an  error  nor  the  failure  other  than  an  accident.  The  courage  with 
which  you  in  an  open  field  maintained  the  contest  against  an  intrenched 
foe  and  the  consummate  skill  and  success  with  which  you  crossed  and 
recrossed  the  river  in  face  of  the  enemy  show  that  you  possess  all  the 
qualities  of  a  great  army,  which  will  yet  give  victory  to  the  cause  of  the 
country  and  of  popular  government.  Condoling  with  the  mourners  for 
the  dead  and  sympathizing  with  the  severely  wounded,  I  congratulate  you 
that  the  number  of  both  is  comparatively  so  small. 

I  tender  to  you,  officers  and  soldiers,  the  thanks  of  the  nation. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive:  Mansion, 
Hon.  GIDBON  Welles.  Washington,  January  4,  '863. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Dear  Sir:  As  many  persons  who  come  well  recommended  for  loyalty 
and  service  to  the  Union  cause,  and  who  are  refugees  from  rebel  oppres- 
sion in  the  State  of  Virginia,  make  application  to  me  for  authority  and 
permission  to  remove  their  families  and  property  to  protection  within  the 
Union  lines  by  means  of  our  armed  gunlx)ats  on  the  Potomar  River  and 
Chesapeake  Bay,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  hear  and  consider  all  such 
applications  and  to  grant  such  assistance  to  this  class  of  persons  as  in 
your  judgment  their  merits  may  render  proper  and  as  may  in  each  case 
be  consistent  with  the  perfect  and  complete  efficiency  of  the  naval  service 
and  with  miUtary  expediency.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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KxiiCUTivK  Mansion,  January  ib',  iS(}j 


Ordered  by  the  President: 

Whereas  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  1862,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Attorney-General  be  charged  with  the  supeniiteiidence  and  direction  of 
all  proceedings  to  l>e  had  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  July, 
entitled  **An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  rel>elliQa, 
and  to  ^ze  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rcl>els,  and  for  other  purposes/* 
in  so  far  as  may  concern  the  seizure,  prosecution,  and  condemnation  of 
the  estate,  proj>erty,  and  effects  of  rebels  and  traitors,  as  mentioned  and 
provided  for  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  sev^euth  sections  of  the  said  act  of 
Congress;  and 

Whereas  since  that  time  it  has  been  ascertained  that  di\'ers  prosecutions 
have  been  institnted  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  coudemna- 
liou  of  property  of  rebels  and  traitors  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  August 
6,  1861,  entitled  *'An  act  to  confiscate  property  used  for  insnr recti onar>^ 
purposes/*  which  equally  require  the  superintending  care  of  the  Ck>veni- 
nient:  Therefore 

//  is  7101V  further  ordered  by  the  President,  That  the  Attorney-General  be 
charged  with  superintendence  and  direction  of  all  proceedings  to  be  had 
under  the  said  last-mentioned  act  (the  act  of  1861)  as  fully  in  all  respects 
as  under  the  first-mentioned  act  (tke  act  of  1S62). 

^    ,,     ^      ^ ,     ,  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

Edw.  Bates, 

A  ttorncy-  General, 


Whereas  by  the  twelfth  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Mis- 
souri River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  seciure  to  the  Government  the  use 

the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes/ '  approved  July  l, 

52,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  deter- 
"mine  the  uniform  width  of  the  track  of  the  entire  line  of  the  said  railroad 
and  the  branches  of  the  same;  and 

Whereas  application  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  Leavenworth,  Pawnee 
and  Western  Railroad  Company,  a  company  authorized  bj^  the  act  of 
Congress  at)Ove  nientioued  to  construct  a  branch  of  said  railroad,  to  fix 
the  gauge  thereof: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  determine  that  the  uniform  width  of  the  track  of  said  rail- 
road and  all  its  branches  which  are  provided  for  in  the  aforesaid  act  of 
Congress  shall  l:>e  5  feet,  and  that  this  order  l>e  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretanr'  of  the  Interior  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  thi3  21st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1863, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


Abraham  Liti 


PROCLAMATION. 

Bv  THK  President  of  thk  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAJMATION, 

Whereas  objects  of  interest  to  the  United  States  require  that  the 
Senate  should  be  convened  at  12  o'clock  on  the  4t]i  of  March  next  to 
receive  and  act  upon  such  coiiuunnieatious  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the 
part  of  the  Kxecntive: 

Now,  therefore,  I.  Abraham  Lincohi,  President  of  the  United  States, 
have  considered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  issue  this  my  proclamation,  declar- 
ing that  an  extraordinary  occasion  requires  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  convene  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  Capitol,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  on  the  4tli  day  of  March  next,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon 
on  that  day,  of  which  all  who  shall  at  that  time  be  entitled  to  act  as 
members  of  that  body  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  Washing- 
ton, the  28th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  186.^,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

WiixiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[seal.] 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 


Washington,  March  5,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

For  the  reasons  stated  by  the  Secretar>^  of  War,  I  present  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  persons  named  in  the  accompanying  communication  for 
confirmation  of  the  rank  which  they  held  at  the  time  they  fell  in  the 
service  of  their  couatry.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


War  Departmknt, 

Washington,  March  j,  1^6^, 

The  Prestdent  or  the  Ignited  Staths» 

Sir:  The  following-nained  persons  haWng  fallen  in  battle  after  having  received 
appointments  to  the  grades  for  which  they  are  herein  nominated,  I  have  the  honor  to 
propose  that  their  names  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation  of  their  rank, 
as  a  token  of  this  Goveoiment's  approbation  of  tlieir  distinguished  merit.  This  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  Department  in  similar  cases,  brevet  nominations  and  con- 
iirmatious  having  been  made  after  the  deceai§e  of  gallant  officers, 
M  P — vol.  w—\\ 
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To  be  tnajor-generals. 

Bri^paHier-Oeneral  Philip  Keamj,  of  the  United  States  Volanteers.  July  i^  iS6(2. 
( Killer!  in  the  btkttle  rrf  Chaiitilly.) 

Hrif^^ifUfrr-^ytnenl  Iiirael  B.  Richardflon,  of  the  United  States  Volunteers,  Jnlj  4« 
i8^.     '  I>ie/1  of  wonndft  received  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. » 

Brij(a/lier-^Venefal  Jcjwe  L.  Reno,  of  the  United  States  Volunteers,  July  18,  1862. 
( Killerl  in  the  battle  of  South  MounUin. ) 

To  he  brigadier-general. 

OpUin  William  R.  Tcrrill,  of  the  Fifth  United  Sutes  Artillery,  September  9, 1862. 
f  Killerl  in  the  Uttle  of  Pcrryville.) 

I  am,  iiir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser\-ant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Washington,  March  5,  1863, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Viyv  the  reasrjns  stated  by  the  Secretar>'  of  War,  I  present  the  noml- 
natifiti  (A  the  pers()ns  named  in  the  accompanying  communication  for 
coiifirmatimi  of  the  rank  of  major-general,  in  which  capacity  they  were 
acting  at  the  time  they  fell  in  battle. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  March  5,  1863, 

The  I'RKSIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Sir:  The  following-named  persons  havinj^  fallen  in  battle  while  performing  the 
fluty  iiivX  exercising  command  as  major-j(cMierals,  a  rank  which  they  had  earned  in 
the  service  of  their  coimtry,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  that  their  names  be  sub- 
mitletl  to  the  Senate  for  confinnation,  as  a  token  of  tlie  Government's  appreciation  of 
their  dislinguishc*!  merit.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  practice  in  similar  cases, 
brevet  nominations  and  confirmations  having  been  made  after  the  decease  of  gallant 
f»flicers. 

To  he  major-generals  0/  volunteers, 

Hriga(lier-(»eneral  Jose])h  K.  I*.  Mansfield,  of  the  United  States  Army,  July  18, 
1H62.     ( I)ic<l  c)f  wounds  received  in  the  Imttle  of  Antietam,  Md. ) 

HriKadier-l^enenil  Isaac  I.  Stevens,  of  the  United  States  Volmitecrs,  July  18,  1862. 
{  KilKMl  ill  the  Iwittle  of  Chantilly,  Va.) 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  resiH.'Ct,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


ExKCUTivK  Mansion,  March  12,  1863, 
To  the  Senate  if  the  I  'ntted  States: 

1  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  and  ratification, 
a  treaty  with  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi 
aiul  the  nilagers  and  Lake  Wiiniibigoshish  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians. 

ABRAHAM  LINXOLN. 


Abraham  Lincoln 
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^^P^^^        PROCLAMATIONS. 

^V  [From  Final  Report  of  the  Frovtxit-Manibal'GcncTtil  (Man:1i  17*  1866),  p.  aiS.] 

^^K  By  the  Prksident  of  the  United  States. 

^^H  A  proclamation. 

^HP  Executive  Mansion,  March  ro,  iS6j. 

In  pursuance  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  enrolliug  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  atid  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1S63,  I,  Abraham 
Lincohi,  President  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  order  and  command  that  all  soldiers 
enhsted  or  drafted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  now  absent  from 
their  regiments  without  leave  shall  forthwith  return  to  their  respective 
regiments. 

And  I  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  all  soldiers  now  absent 
from  their  respective  regiments  without  leave  who  shall,  on  or  before 
the  I  St  day  of  April,  1863,  report  themselves  at  any  rendezvous  desig- 
nated by  the  general  orders  of  the  War  Department  No.  58,  hereto 
annexed,  may  be  restored  to  their  respective  regiments  without  punish- 
ment^ except  the  forfeiture  of  pay  and  allowances  during  their  absence; 
and  all  who  do  not  return  within  the  time  above  specified  shall  be  ar- 
reted as  deserters  and  punished  as  the  law  provides;  and 

Whereas  evil-disposed  and  disloyal  persons  at  sundry  places  have 
enticed  and  procured  soldiers  to  desert  and  absent  themselves  from  their 
regiments^  thereby  weakening  the  strength  of  the  armies  and  prolonging 
the  war,  gi\ing  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  cnielly  exposing  the 
gallant  and  faithful  soldiers  remaining  in  the  ranks  to  increased  bard- 
ships  and  danger: 

I  do  therefore  call  upon  all  patriotic  and  faithful  citizens  to  oppose  and 
resist  the  aforementioned  dangerous  and  treasonable  crimes,  and  to  aid 
in  restoring  to  their  regiments  all  soldiers  absent  without  leave,  and  to 
assist  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  Congress  *  *  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes, "  and  to  support  the  proper 
authorities  in  the  prosecution  and  punishment  of  offenders  against  said 
act  and  in  suppressing  the  insurrection  and  rebellion. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  loth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1863, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

Edwin  M,  Stanton. 
^^^m  Secretary  of  War. 
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GK2CE&AL  ORHBRS,  No.  5S. 

Waa  Depaktmknt, 

Al>JUTAKT-G8K«RAI,'S   OFFICE, 

Washin^ion^  March  lo,  1863. 

I.  The  following  i*  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  act  **for  etuolling  and  calUng 
out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approired  March  3, 1863: 

*'Src.  26.  And  be  ii  further  enaOed^  That  inunediately  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  the  President  shall  issne  his  proclamation  declaring  that  all  soldiers  now  absent 
from  their  regiments  without  leave  may  return,  within  a  time  specified*  to  such  place 
or  places  as  he  may  iodicate  in  his  proclamation,  and  be  restored  to  their  respec- 
tive regiments  without  punishment,  except  the  forfeiture  of  their  pay  and  allowances 
during  their  absence;  and  all  deserters  who  shall  not  retom  within  the  time  so  sped* 
ficd  by  the  President  shall, upon  being  arrested, be  punished  as  the  law  provides." 

II.  The  following  places*  are  designated  as  rendezvous  to  which  soldiers  absent 
without  lea\-e  may  report  themseh'es  to  the  officers  named  on  or  before  the  ist  day 
of  April  next  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  this  date. 

IIL  Commanding  officersat  the  above-named  placesof  rendez\-ous,  or,  in  the  absence 
of  commanding  officers,  superintendents  of  recruiting  service,  recruiting  officers,  and 
mustering  and  disbursing  officers,  will  take  charge  of  all  soldiers  presenting  them- 
selves as  above  directed  and  cause  their  names  to  be  enrolled,  and  copy  of  said  roll 
will,  on  or  before  the  lolh  day  of  April,  be  sent  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

The  soldiers  so  reporting  themselves  will  be  sent  without  delay  to  their  several 
regiments,  a  list  of  those  seat  being  furnished  to  the  commanding  officer  of  tlie  regi* 
nicnt  and  a  duplicate  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.  The  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  will  immediately  report  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  the 
receipt  of  any  soldiers  so  sent  to  him. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  ^  THOMAS 

Adjutant'GenerxU. 


By  THE  President  of  the  United  Stat^  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  recognizing  the 
supreme  authority  and  just  govemtnent  of  Almighty  God  in  all  the  affairs 
of  men  and  of  nations,  has  by  a  resolution  requested  the  President  to 
designate  and  set  apart  a  day  for  national  prayer  and  humiliation;  and 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to  o\vti  their 
dependence  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God,  to  cxjufess  their  sins  and 
transgressions  in  humble  sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine 
repetitance  will  lead  to  mercy  and  pardon,  and  to  recognize  the  sublime 
truth,  announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  proven  by  all  historj^,  that 
those  nations  only  are  blessed  whose  God  is  the  Lord; 

And,  insonmch  as  we  know  that  by  His  di\4ne  law  nations,  like  indi- 
viduals, are  subjected  to  punishments  and  chastisements  in  this  world, 
may  we  not  justly  fear  that  the  awful  calamity  of  ci\nl  war  which  now 

solates  the  land  may  be  but  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  us  for  otir 


4 


•  Omitlctl. 


IS  for  otir      J 


Abraham  Lincoln 
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"presiimptiioiis  sins,  to  the  needful  end  of  our  national  reformation  as  a 
whole  people?  We  have  been  the  recipients  of  the  choicest  bounties  of 
Heaven;  we  ha\*e  been  preserv*ed  these  many  years  in  peace  and  prosper- 
ity; we  have  grown  in  numbers,  wealth,  and  powder  as  no  other  nation 
has  ever  grow*n.  But  we  have  forgotten  God.  We  have  forgotten  the 
gracious  hand  w^hich  preserved  us  in  peace  and  multiplied  and  enriched 
and  strengthened  us,  and  we  have  vainly  imagined,  in  the  deceit  fulness 
of  our  hearts,  that  all  these  blessings  were  produced  by  some  sui>erior 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  own.  Intoxicated  with  unbroken  success,  we 
have  become  too  self-sufficient  to  feel  the  necessity  of  redeeming  and 
preserving  grace,  too  proud  to  pray  to  the  God  that  made  us. 

It  behooves  us,  then,  to  humble  ourselves  before  the  offended  Power, 
to  confess  our  national  sins,  and  to  pray  for  clemency  and  forgiveness, 

Now%  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  request,  and  fully  concurring 
in  the  view*s  of  the  Senate,  I  do  by  this  my  proclamation  designate  and 
set  apart  Thursday,  the  30th  day  of  April,  1S63,  as  a  day  of  national 
humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer.  And  I  do  hereby  request  all  the  people 
to  abstain  on  that  day  from  their  ordinary  secular  pursuits,  and  to  unite 
at  their  several  places  of  public  worship  and  their  respective  homes  in 
keeping  the  day  holy  to  the  Lord  and  devoted  to  the  humble  discharge 
of  the  religious  duties  proper  to  that  solemn  occasion. 

All  this  being  done  in  sincerity  and  truth,  let  us  tlien  rest  humbly  in 
the  hope  authorized  by  the  divine  teachings  that  the  united  cr>^  of  the 
nation  will  be  heard  on  high  and  answered  with  blessings  no  less  than 
the  pardon  of  our  national  sins  and  the  restoration  of  our  now  divided 
and  suffering  country  to  its  former  happy  condition  of  unity  and  peace. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  30th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  i863»  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-seventh.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 


[seal] 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  13,  1861, 
1  did,  by  proclamation  dated  August  16,  1861,  declare  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  North  Carolina. 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Flor- 
ida (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Virginia  lying  west  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains  and  of  such  other  parts  of  that  State  and  the  other 
States  hereinbefore  named  as  might  maintain  a  legal  adhesion  to  th» 
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Union  and  the  Constitution  or  might  be  from  time  to  time  occupied  and 
controlled  by  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  dispersion  of 
said  insurgents)  were  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  vStates, 
and  that  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the  same  and  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  the  citizens  of  other 
States  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States  was  unlawful  and  would  re- 
main unlawful  until  sucli  insurrection  should  cease  or  l>e  suppressed,  and 
that  all  goods  and  chattels,  wares  and  mercliandise,  coming  from  any  of 
said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  into  other  i>arts  of  the  United' 
States  wntliQUt  the  license  and  permission  of  the  President,  through  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  proceeding  to  any  of  said  States,  wnth  the 
exceptions  aforesaid,  by  land  or  water,  together  with  the  \'eSvSel  or  vehicle 
conv^eying  the  same  to  or  from  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid, 
would  h^  forfeited  to  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  experience  has  shown  that  the  exceptions  made  in  and  by 
said  proclamation  embarrass  the  due  enforcement  of  said  act  of  July  t3, 
1861 ,  and  the  proper  regulation  of  the  commercial  intercourse  authorized 
by  said  act  with  the  loyal  citizens  of  said  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lrincohi,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  revoke  the  said  exceptions,  and  declare  that  the  inhabitants' 
of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carohna,  North  Carolina ^  Tennessee^ 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Florida,  and  Virginia 
(except  the  forty-eight  counties  of  Virginia  desig^^nated  as  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  except  also  the  ^lorts  of  New  Orleans,  Key  West,  Port  Royal, 
and  Beaufort,  in  North  Carolina)  are  in  a  state  of  insiurection  against 
the  United  States*  and  that  all  commercial  intercourse  not  hcensed  and 
conducted  as  provided  in  said  act  betw^een  the  said  States  and  the  itihal)- 
itants  thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  the  citizens  of  other 
States  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States  is  unlawful  and  will  remain 
nidawful  until  such  insurrection  shall  cease  or  has  been  suppressed  and 
notice  thereof  has  been  duly  given  by  proclamation;  and  all  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  other  products,  and  all  other  goods  and  chattels,  wares  and 
merchandise,  coming  from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  afore- 
said, into  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  or  proceeding  to  any  of  said 
States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  wnthout  the  license  and  permission 
of  the  President,  through  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Treasur\%  wtII,  together 
with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the  same,  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  D, 
1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eighty-seventh.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  0/  State. 
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Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greetifig: 

Know  ye  that,  whereas  a  paper  bearing  date  the  3rst  day  of  December 
last,  purporting  to  be  an  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  one 
Bernard  Ktx:k  for  immigration  of  persons  of  African  extraction  to  a  dc- 
jiendency  of  the  Repnbhc  of  Hayti,  was  signed  by  me  on  behalf  of  the 
party  of  the  first  part;  but  whereas  the  said  instrtnnent  was  and  has  since 
retiiaiiied  incomplete  in  consequence  of  the  seal  of  the  United  States  not 
ha\Hng  l^een  thereunto  affixed;  and  whereas  I  have  been  moved  by  con- 
siderations by  me  deemed  sufficient  to  withhold  my  authority  for  affixing 
the  said  seal: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cancel  my 
signature  to  the  instrument  aforesaid. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  i6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1863, 
[seal.]  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State . 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  31st  day  of  Deceml>er 
last  the  State  of  West  Vir^nia  was  declared  to  be  one  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  f(x>ting 
with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  Uie  condition  that 
certain  changes  should  be  duly  made  in  the  proposed  constitution  for 
that  State;  and 

Whereas  proof  of  a  compliance  with  that  condition,  as  recjuired  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act  aforesaid  has  been  submitted  to  me: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I.  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  afore- 
said, declare  and  proclaim  that  the  said  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  sixty  days  from  the  date  hereof. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  20th  day  of  April.  A.  D. 


[seal,] 


1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
seventh. 


By  the  President: 

WiixiAM  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


ABRAHAM  LiNCOI^N. 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


i68 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

WHiereas  tlie  Congress  of  the  United  States  at  its  last  session  enacted 
a  law  eutitkd  ''An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces 
and  for  other  purposes/*  which  was  approved  on  the  3d  day  of  March 
last;  and 

Whereas  it  is  recited  in  the  said  act  that  there  now  exists  in  the  United 
States  an  insurrection  and  rebellion  against  the  authority  thereof,  and  it  is, 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  suppress  insurrection  and  rebellion,  to  guarantee  to  eacli  State  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  and  to  presence  the  public  tranquillity;  and 

Whereas  for  these  high  ]nirposes  a  military  force  is  indispensable,  to 
raise  and  support  which  all  persons  ought  willingly  to  contribute;  and 

Whereas  no  ser\dce  can  be  more  praiseworthy  and  honorable  tlian  that 
which  is  rendered  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution  and  Union  and 
the  consequent  preservation  of  free  government;  and 

Whereas,  for  the  reasons  thus  recited,  it  was  enacted  by  the  said  statute 
that  all  able-bodied  male  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  persons  of 
foreign  birth  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to  become 
citizens  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  thereof,  between  the  ages  of 
20  and  45  years  (with  certain  exceptions  not  necessary  to  l>e  here  men- 
tioned), are  declared  to  constitute  the  national  forces,  and  shall  be  liable 
to  perform  military  duty  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  when  called 
out  by  the  President  for  tliat  purpose;  and 

W^iereas  it  is  claimed  by  and  in  behalf  of  persons  of  foreign  birth 
wdthin  the  ages  specified  in  said  act  who  have  heretofore  declared  on  oath 
their  intentions  to  fjecome  citizens  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  who  have  not  exercised  the  right  of  suffrage  or  any 
other  political  franchise  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  of 
the  States  thereof,  that  they  are  not  absolutely  concluded  by  their  afore- 
said declaration  of  intention  from  renouncing  their  purpose  to  l>econie 
citizens,  and  that,  on  the  contrar>^  such  persons,  under  treaties  or  the  law 
of  nations,  retain  a  right  to  retiounce  that  purpose  and  to  forego  the  priv- 
ileges of  citizenship  and  residence  within  the  United  States  under  the 
obhgations  imposed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress: 

Now,  therefore,  to  avoid  all  misapprehensions  concerning  the  liability 
of  persons  concerned  to  perform  theser\dce  required  by  such  enactment, 
and  to  give  it  full  effect,  I  do  hereby  order  and  proclaim  that  no  plea  of 
alienage  will  be  received  or  allowed  to  exempt  from  the  obligations 
imix>sed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress  any  person  of  foreign  birth 
w*ho  shall  have  declared  on  oath  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  under  the  laws  thereof,  and  who  shall  be  fovuid  within 
the  United  States  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
insurrection  and  rebelliou  or  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  sixty- 
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five  days  from  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  nor  shall  any  such  plea  of 
alienage  be  allowed  in  favor  of  any  such  person  who  has  so  as  aforesaid 
declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  shall 
have  exercised  at  any  time  the  right  of  suffrage  or  any  other  political 
franchise  within  the  United  States  under  the  laws  thereof  or  under  the 
laws  of  any  of  the  several  States. 

In  witness  w^hereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  8th  clay  of  May,  A.  D, 
1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
seventh. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 


[seal.] 


ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  the  armed  insurrectionary  comhinations  now  existing  in  sev- 
eral of  the  States  are  threatening  to  make  inroads  into  the  States  of  Mary* 
land,  West  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  requiring  immediately  an 
additional  military  force  for  the  service  of  the  United  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States 
and  Coinniander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Na\T  thereof  and  of  the  militia 
of  the  several  States  when  called  into  actual  serv^ice,  do  herehy  call  into 
the  ser\dce  of  the  United  States  100,000  militia  from  the  States  following, 
namely:  From  the  State  of  Maryland,  10,000;  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 50.000;  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  30,000;  from  the  State  of  West 
Virginia,  10,000 — to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
forthwith  and  to  ser\^e  for  the  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  such 
muster  into  said  sennce,  uidess  sooner  discharged;  to  be  mustered  in  as 
infantr}',  artillery,  and  cavalry,  in  proportions  which  will  l>e  made  known 
through  the  War  Department,  which  Department  will  also  designate  the 
several  places  of  rendezvous.  These  militia  to  Ije  organized  according 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  volunteer  service  and  such  orders  as 
ma}"  hereafter  l^e  issued.  The  States  aforesaid  will  l)e  respectively  cred- 
ited under  the  enrollment  act  for  the  militia  sen^ices  rendered  under  this 
proclamation. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  15th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eightj^- 
seventh. 


[seal.] 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 
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By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCI.AMATION. 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  hearken  to  the  supphcations  and 
prayers  of  an  afflicted  people  and  to  vouchsafe  to  the  Army  and  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  victories  on  land  and  on  the  sea  so  signal  and 
so  effective  as  to  furnish  reasonahle  grounds  for  auj^mented  confidence 
that  the  Union  of  these  States  will  be  maintained,  their  Constitution  pre- 
sented, and  their  peace  and  prosjierity  permanently  restoreil.  But  these 
victories  have  been  accorded  not  witliout  sacrifices  of  hfe,  limb,  healthy 
and  liberty,  incurred  by  brave,  loyal,  and  patriotic  citizens.  Domestic 
affliction  in  every  part  of  the  countr>'  follows  in  the  train  of  these  fear- 
ful bereavements.  It  is  meet  and  right  to  recognize  and  confess  the 
presence  of  the  Alniighty  Father  and  the  power  of  His  hand  equally  in 
these  triumphs  and  in  these  sorrows: 

Now,  therefore,  f^  it  known  that  I  do  set  apart  Thursday,  the  6th  day 
of  August  next,  to  Ix?  obsen^ed  a.s  a  day  for  national  thanksgiving,  praise, 
and  prayer,  and  I  invite  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  assemble  on 
that  occasion  in  their  customar>'  places  of  worship  and  in  the  forms  ap- 
proved by  their  own  consciences  render  the  homage  due  to  the  Divine 
Majesty  for  the  wonderful  things  He  has  done  in  the  nation's  behalf  and 
invoke  the  influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit  to  subdue  the  anger  which  has 
produced  and  m  long  sustained  a  needless  and  cruel  rebellion,  to  change 
the  hearts  of  the  insurgeuts,  to  guide  the  counsels  of  the  Govennnent  with 
wisdom  adequate  to  so  great  a  national  emergency,  and  to  visit  with  tender 
care  and  consolation  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  laud  all 
those  who,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  marches,  voyages,  battles,  and 
sieges,  have  Ijeen  brought  to  suffer  in  mind,  Ixxly.or  estate,  and  finally  to 
lead  the  whole  nation  through  the  paths  of  repentance  and  submission  to 
the  divine  will  back  to  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  union  and  fraternal  iJcace. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed/ 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  15th  day  of  July^  A.  D. 
1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eighty-eighth. 

By  the  President: 

Wii^LiAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 


[SEAX.] 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 


By  thr  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  ordained  that  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  hai^eas  corpus  shall  not  l^e  suspended  unless  when, 
in  cases  of  rebehion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it;  and 

Whereas  a  reljellion  was  existing  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1863,  which 
risbelljon  is  stiU  existing;  and 
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Whereas  by  a  statute  which  was  approved  on  that  day  it  was  enacted 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  that  dtuing  the  present  insurrection  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the  pubhc  safety  may 
require,  is  authorized  to  suspend  the  pri\dlege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus in  any  case  throughout  the  Uuited  States  or  any  part  thereof;  and 

Whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  the  pulilic  safety  does 
require  that  the  pri\dlege  of  the  said  writ  shall  iiow  Ije  susjiended  through- 
out the  United  Stales  in  the  cases  where,  by  the  authority  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States^  military,  naval,  and  civil  ofl&cers  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  hold  persons  under  their  command  or  in  tlieir  custody, 
either  as  prisoners  of  war,  spies,  or  aiders  or  abettors  of  the  enemy;  or  offi- 
cers, soldiers,  or  seamen  enrolled  or  drafted  or  nmstered  or  euhsted  in  or 
belonging  to  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  as  deserters 
therefrom,  or  otherwise  amenable  to  military  la\v  or  the  rules  and  articles 
*  of  w^ar  or  the  niles  or  regulations  prescribed  for  the  military  or  naval 
ser\dces  by  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  for  resisting 
a  draft,  or  for  any  other  offense  against  the  military  or  naval  service: 

Now,  therefore,  1,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  Uuited  States, 
do  hereby  proclaim  and  make  knowTi  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  suspended  throughout  the 
United  States  in  the  several  cases  before  mentioned,  and  that  this  sus- 
pension will  continue  throughout  the  duration  of  the  said  rebellion  or 
until  tliis  proclamation  shall,  by  a  subsequent  one  to  l)e  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  be  modified  or  revoked.  And  I  do  hereby 
require  all  magistrates,  attorneys,  and  other  civil  officers  w^ithin  the 
United  States  and  all  officers  and  others  in  the  military  and  naval  services 
of  the  ynited  States  to  take  distinct  notice  of  this  suspension  and  to  give 
it  full  effect,  and  all  citizens  of  the  Uuited  States  to  conduct  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly  and  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  this  15th  day  of  Septemlier, 
[seal.]     a.  D.  1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-eighth. 

By  the  President:  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

William  H.  Sew^ard,  Secretary  of  State, 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  my  proclamation  of  the  27th  of  April,  1861,  the  ports  of 
the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  were,  for  reasons  therein  set 
forth,  placed  under  blockade;  and 

Whereas  the  port  of  Alexandria,  Va. ,  has  since  been  bloekad^^  ViradL 
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as  the  blockade  of  said  port  may  now  be  safely  relaxed  with  advantage 
to  the  interests  of  commerce: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraliam  I^incoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  13th  of  July,  1861,  entitled 
**An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
for  other  purposes, ' '  do  hereby  declare  that  the  blockade  of  the  said  port 
of  Alexandria  shall  so  far  cease  and  determine  from  and  afttir  this  date 
that  commercial  intercourse  with  said  port,  except  as  to  persons,  things, 
and  information  contral)and  of  war»  may  from  this  date  l>e  carried  on, 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  limitations  and  in 
piu^uance  of  the  regulations  w^hich  are  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  his  order  which  is  appended  to  my  proclamation  of  the 
r2th  of  May,  1S62. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 

of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  24th  day  of  September, 

A,  D,  1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 

eighty-eighth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

W11.LIAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stale. 


[seal.] 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclam.\tion. 

The  year  that  is  drawing  toward  its  close  has  Ijeen  filled  with  the  bless- 
ings of  fruitful  fields  and  healthful  skies.  To  these  bounties,  wliich  are 
so  constantly  enjoyed  that  we  are  prone  to  forget  the  source  from  which 
they  come,  others  have  been  added  which  are  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature 
that  they  can  not  fail  to  penetrate  and  soften  even  the  heart  which  is 
habitually  insensible  to  the  ever-watchful  providence  of  Ahnighty  God. 

In  the  midst  of  a  ci\dl  war  of  unequaled  magnitude  and  severity,  which 
has  sometimes  seemed  to  foreign  states  to  invite  and  to  provoke  their 
aggression,  peace  has  been  preser\^ed  with  all  nations,  order  has  been 
maintained,  the  laws  have  been  respected  and  obeyed,  and  hannony  has 
prevailed  ever^-where,  except  in  the  tlieater  of  niilitar>^  conflict,  while 
that  theater  has  been  greatly  contracted  by  the  advancing  armies  and 
navies  of  the  Union. 

Needful  diversions  of  wealth  and  of  strength  from  the  fields  of  peace* 
ful  indnstr>^  to  the  national  defense  have  not  arrested  the  plow,  the 
shuttle,  or  the  ship;  the  ax  has  enlarged  the  borders  of  onr  settlements, 
and  the  mines,  as  well  of  iron  and  coal  as  of  the  precious  metals,  have 
yielded  even  more  abtmdantly  than  heretofore.  Population  has  steadily 
increased  noti^^thstanding  the  waste  that  has  been  made  in  the  camp, 
the  siege,  and  the  battiefield,  and  the  country,  rejoicing  in  the  conscious- 
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ness  of  augmented  strength  and  vigor;  is  permitted  to  expect  continuance 
of  years  wilh  large  increase  of  freedom. 

No  liumau  counsel  hath  devised  nor  hath  any  mortal  hand  worked 
out  these  great  things.  They  are  the  gracious  gifts  of  the  Most  High 
God»  who,  wliile  dealing  with  us  in  anger  for  our  sins,  hath  nevertheless 
remembered  mercy. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  fit  and  proper  that  they  should  be  solemnly,  rev- 
erently, and  gratefully  ackiiov\'ledged,  as  with  uue  heart  and  one  voice» 
by  the  w^hole  American  jieople.  I  do  therefore  invite  my  fellow-citizens 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  also  those  who  are  at  sea  and 
those  w^ho  are  sojourning  in  foreign  lands,  to  set  apart  and  observ^e  the 
last  Thursday  of  November  next  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise 
to  our  beneficent  Father  who  dwelleth  in  the  heavens.  And  I  recom- 
mend to  them  that  while  offering  up  the  ascriptions  Justh'  due  to  Him 
for  such  singular  deliverances  and  blessings  they  do  also,  with  humble 
penitence  for  our  national  perv^erseuess  and  diso1)edience,  conunend  to 
His  tender  care  all  those  wlio  have  become  widows,  orphans,  mourners, 
or  sufferers  in  the  lamentable  civil  strife  in  which  we  are  unavoidably 
engaged,  and  fer\^eiitl>'  implore  the  interposition  of  the  Almighty  hand 
to  heal  the  w^oiinds  of  the  nation  and  to  restore  it,  as  soon  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  diinne  purposes,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  peace,  har- 
mony, tranquillity,  and  imion. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  Iiave  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  aflixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington ,  this  3d  day  of  October,  A,  D. 
1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
eighth. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Sew^ard,  Secretary  of  State. 


[SKAI,,] 


ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


By  thk  President  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  term  of  ser\ice  of  a  part  of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
United  States  wnll  expire  during  the  coming  year;  and 

Whereas,  in  addition  to  the  men  raised  by  the  present  draft,  it  is  deemed 
expedient  to  call  out  300,000  volunteers  to  serve  for  three  years  or  the 
war,  not,  ]iow*ever,  exceeding  three  3^ears: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Array  and  Na\^  thereof  and  of  the  militia 
of  the  several  States  when  calle^I  into  actual  ser^nce,  do  issue  this  my 
proclamation,  calling  upon  the  governors  of  the  different  States  to  raise 
and  have  enlisted  into  the  United  States  service  for  the  various  com- 
panies and  regiments  in  the  field  from  their  respective  States  their 
quotas  of  300,000  men, 
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I  further  proclaim  thai  all  vohinteers  thus  called  out  and  duly  enlisted 
shall  receive  advatice  pay,  premium,  and  bounty,  as  heretofore  communi- 
cated to  the  governors  of  States  by  the  War  Department  through  the 
Provost- Marshal- General's  Ofifice  by  special  letters. 

I  further  proclaim  that  all  volunteers  received  under  this  call,  as  well 
as  all  others  not  heretofore  credited,  shall  be  duly  credited  on  and  de- 
ducted from  the  quotas  established  for  the  next  draft. 

I  further  proclaim  that  if  any  State  shall  fail  to  raise  the  quota  assigned 
to  it  by  the  War  Department  nuder  this  call,  then  a  draft  for  the  defi- 
ciency in  said  quota  shall  be  made  on  said  State,  or  on  the  districts  of 
said  State,  for  their  due  pro|x>rtion  of  said  quota;  and  the  said  draft  shall 
commence  on  the  5th  day  of  Januar>%  1864. 

And  I  further  proclaim  that  nothing  in  this  proclamation  shall  inter- 
fere with  existing  orders,  or  those  which  may  be  issued,  for  the  present 
draft  in  the  States  where  it  is  now  in  progress  or  where  it  lias  not  yet 
commenced. 

The  quotas  of  the  States  and  districts  will  be  assigned  by  the  War 
Department,  through  the  Provost- Marshal  -  General*  s  Office,  due  regard 
being  had  for  the  men  heretofore  furnished,  whether  by  volunteering  or 
drafting,  and  the  recruiting  will  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  such 
instructions  as  have  been  or  may  be  issued  by  that  Department. 

In  issuing  this  proclamation  I  address  myself  not  only  to  the  govern- 
ors of  the  several  States,  but  also  to  the  good  and  loyal  people  thereof, 
invoking  them  to  lend  their  willing,  cheerful,  and  effective  aid  to  the 
measures  thus  adopted,  with  a  view  to  reeuforce  onr  \actorious  armies 
now  in  the  field  and  bring  our  needful  militar>^  operations  to  a  prosperous 
end,  thus  closing  forever  the  fountains  of  sedition  and  civil  war. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  1 7th  day  of  October, 
A,  D,  1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 

eighty-eighth.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  0/  State, 


[seal.] 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 


ExEcuTn^  Mansion, 

Washifigton,  March  j/,  i86j. 

Whereas  by  the  act  of  Congje^ss  approved  July  13,  1861,  entitled  *'An 

act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  pur- 

/x>ses.  *•  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of  such  States 

as  should  by  proclamation  be  declared  in  insurrection  against  the  United 
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States  and  the  citizens  of  tlie  rest  of  the  United  States  was  prohibited  so 
long  as  such  condition  of  hostihty  should  continue,  except  as  the  same 
shall  be  Ucensed  and  iierniitted  by  the  President  to  be  conducted  and 
carried  on  only  in  pursuance  of  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and 

Whereas  it  api>ears  that  a  partial  restoration  of  such  intercourse  between 
the  inhabitants  of  sundry  places  and  sections  heretofore  declared  in  insnr- 
rection  in  pursuance  of  said  act  and  the  citizens  of  the  rest  of  the  United 
States  will  favorably  affect  tlie  public  interests: 

Now,  therefore^  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
exercising  the  authority  and  discretion  confided  to  me  by  the  said  act  of 
Congress,  do  hereby  license  and  permit  such  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  citizens  of  loyal  States  and  the  inhabitants  of  such  insur- 
rectionary^ States  in  the  cases  and  under  the  restrictions  described  and 
expressed  in  the  regulations  prescrited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
liearing  even  date  with  these  presents,  or  in  such  other  regulations  as  he 
may  hereafter,  with  my  approval,  prescribe, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

ExKCUTivE  Mansion. 

Wash ington ,  Ju ne  22 ,  i86j . 

Whereas  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  3d  day  of  March,  A,  D.  1863, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  circtiit  courts  for  the  districts  of  Cahfornia 
and  Oregon,  and  for  other  purposes/'  authorized  the  appointment  of  one 
additional  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  provided  that  the  districts  of  Cahfornia  and  Oregon  sliould  consti- 
tute the  tenth  circuit  and  that  the  other  circuits  should  remain  as  then 
constituted  by  law;  and 

Whereas  Stephen  J.  Field  was  appointed  the  said  additional  associate 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  since  the  last  adjournment  of  said  court, 
and  consequently  he  was  not  allotted  to  the  said  circuit  according  to  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  the  judicial 
sj'Stem  of  the  United  States/'  approv^ed  the  29th  day  of  April,  1S02: 

Now  L  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
authority  of  said  section,  do  allot  the  said  associate  justice,  Stephen  J. 
Field,  to  the  said  tenth  circuit.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Attest: 

TITIAN  J.  COFFEY. 

Attorney-General  ad  interim. 


I 


War  Departmbnt» 
Washington,  July  ^,  i86j — 10  a.  m. 
The  President  announces  to  the  country  that  news  from  the  Army  of 
kthe  Potomac  up  to  10  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  3d  is  sue\i  as  X.o  cits^^t  ^i^c^a^V 
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army  with  the  highest  bonor,  to  promise  a  great  socceas  to  the  cause  of 
tic  Union,  and  to  claim  the  condolence  of  all  for  the  many  gallant  fallen; 
and  that  for  this  he  especially  desires  that  on  this  c^y  He  whose  will,  iiot| 
ours,  should  ever  he  done  be  everywhere  remembered  and  e^^er  rever- 
enced with  profoundest  gratitude.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Gbmbiuul  Ordbrs,  No.  211. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington ,  July  p,  i$6s. 

Order  Abolishtng  Military  Go\^RNORSHrp  of  Arkansas. 

Ordered^  That  the  appointment  of  John  S.  Phelps  as  military*  governor 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  of  Amos  F.  Eno  as  secretary'  be  revoked|I 
and  the  office  of  militar>^  governor  in  said  State  is  abolished,  and  that  all 
authorit>%  appointments,  and  power  heretofore  granted  to  and  exercised 
by  them,  or  either  of  them,  as  militarv^  governor  or  secretar\%  or  by  any 
person  or  persons  appointed  by  or  acting  under  them,  is  hereby  revokedbj 
and  annulled. 

By  order  of  the  President:  g   ^  TOWNSEND. 

A  ssisiani  A  djuta  tit-  GateraL 


ExEcuTn^  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  2j,  iS6j, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir:  Certain  matters  have  come  to  my  notice,  and  considered  by  me, 
which  induce  me  to  l^elieve  that  it  wnll  conduce  to  the  public  interest  for 
you  to  add  to  the  general  instructions  given  to  our  naval  coraniatiders  in 
relation  to  contraband  trade  propositions  substantially  as  follows,  to  wit: 

First.  You  will  avoid  the  reality,  and  as  far  as  possible  the  appearance, 
of  using  any  neutral  port  to  watch  neutral  vessels,  and  then  to  dart  out 
and  .seize  them  on  their  departure. 

Note. — Complaint  is  made  that  this  has  been  practiced  at  the  port  of 
St.  Thomas,  which  practice,  if  it  exists,  is  disapproved  and  must  cease. 

Second,  You  will  not  in  any  case  detain  the  crew  of  a  captured  neutral 
vessel  or  any  other  subject  of  a  neutral  power  on  board  such  vessel,  as 
prisoners  of  war  or  otherwise,  except  the  small  number  necessary  as  wit- 
nesses in  the  prize  court. 

Note. — ^The  practice  here  forbidden  is  also  charged  to  exist,  which,  if 
tnie,  is  disapproved  and  must  cease. 

My  dear  sir,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  insinuated  that  you  have  been 

^jijis  w  the  performance  of  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  your 
Department,  ivMch^  1  take  pleasure  in  affirming,  has  in  your  hands  been 
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conducted  with  admirable  success.  Yet,  while  your  subordiuates  are 
almost  of  necessity  brought  into  angry  coUisiou  with  the  subjects  of  for- 
eig:n  states,  the  representatives  of  those  states  and  yourself  do  not  come 
into  imniediate  contact  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  peace,  in  spite  of 
such  collisions.  At  that  point  there  is  an  ultimate  and  heavy  responsi- 
bility upon  me. 

What  I  propose  is  in  strict  accordance  with  international  law,  and  is 
therefore  unobjectionable;  whilst »  if  it  does  no  other  good,  it  will  con- 
tribute to  sustain  a  considerable  portion  of  the  present  British  ministry 
in  their  places,  who,  if  displaced,  are  sure  to  be  replaced  by  others  more 
unfavorable  to  us. 

Your  obedient  servant.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion. 

IVashmgion.Jiily  JO,  i86j. 

It  is  the  duty  of  ever\'  government  to  give  protection  to  its  citizens,  of 

whatever  class,  color,  or  condition,  and  especially  to  those  who  are  duly 
organized  as  soldiers  in  the  public  sendee.  The  law  of  nations  and  the 
usages  and  customs  of  war,  as  carried  on  by  civilized  powers,  permit  no 
distinction  as  to  color  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  as  public  ene- 
mies* To  sell  or  enslave  any  captured  perst^n  on  account  of  his  color* 
and  for  no  offense  against  the  laws  of  war,  is  a  relapse  into  barbarism 
and  a  crime  against  the  civilization  of  the  age. 

The  Government  of  the  United  vStates  will  give  the  same  protection  to 
all  its  soldiers,  and  if  the  enemy  shall  sell  or  enslave  anyone  because  of 
his  color  the  ofFense  shall  be  punished  by  retaliation  upon  the  enemy's 
prisoners  in  our  possession, 

//  is  there/ore  ordered.  That  for  every  soldier  of  the  United  States  killed 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  w^ar  a  rebel  soldier  shall  be  executed,  and  for 
every  one  enslaved  by  the  enemy  or  isold  into  slavery  a  rebel  soldier  shall 
be  placed  at  hard  laljor  on  the  public  works  and  continued  at  such  laljor 
until  the  other  shall  be  released  and  receiv^e  the  treatment  due  to  a  pris- 
oner  of  war.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington  City,  August  2j,  i86j. 
Ordered,  first.  That  clearances  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department 
for  vessels  or  merchandise  bound  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans  for  the 
military  necessities  of  the  department,  certified  by  Brigadier- General 
Shepley,  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  allowed  to  enter 
said  port. 

Second.  That  vessels  and  domestic  produce  from  New  Orleans  per- 
mitted by  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana  at  New  Orleans  for  the 
M  P— vot  VI— 12 
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militar>^  purpose  of  his  department  sliall  011  liis  permit  be  allowed  to 
pass  from  said  port  to  its  destination  to  any  pjrt  not  blockaded  by  the 
United  States.  ^_  LINCOLN. 


War  Dkpartmbxt, 
Washingiofi  CUy,  August  ji,  t86j. 
Ordered,  That  the  Executive  order  of  Noveml)er  21,  1862,  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  arms,  ammunition,  or  munitions  of  war  from  the 
United  States^  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  modified  so  far  as  to  permit 
the  exportation  of  imported  arms,  ammunition,  and  munitions  of  war 
to  the  ports  whence  they  were  shipped  for  the  United  States. 


By  order  of  the  President: 


[EDWIN  M.  STANTON.] 


ExHcuTivB  Mansion, 
Washington,  September  ^,  iS6j, 
Ordered,  That  the  Executive  order  dated  November  21,  1S62,  prohib- 
iting the  exportation  from  the  United  States  of  arms,  ammunition,  or 
munitions  of  war,  under  wliich  the  commandants  of  departments  were, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  dated  May  13,  1863,  directed  to  pro- 
hibit the  purchase  and  sale  for  exportation  from  the  United  States  of  all 
horses  and  mules  within  their  respective  commands,  and  to  take  and 
appropriate  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  any  horses,  mules,  and  live 
stock  designed  for  exportation,  l)e  so  far  modified  that  any  arras  hereto- 
fore imported  into  the  United  States  may  be  reexported  to  the  place  of 
original  shipment,  and  that  any  live  stock  raised  in  any  State  or  Territory 
bounded  by  the  Pacific  Ocean  may  be  exported  from  any  port  of  such 
State  or  Tenitory^  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  September  2^,  186^, 
Ordered  fy  the  President  of  the  United  States,  That  Major- General 
Hooker  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  take  militarj^  possession  of  all 
railroads,  with  their  cars,  locomotives,  plants,  and  equipments,  that  may 
be  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  military  operation  committed  to 
his  charge;  and  all  officers^  agents,  and  employees  of  said  roads  are 
directed  to  render  their  aid  and  assistance  therein  and  to  respect  and 
obey  his  commands,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  EDWIN  M,  STANTON.  Seeretar}^  of  Wa-. 


I 


ExEcuTi\m  Mansion, 
Wastfing/an,  A^rvember  10,  186 j. 
In  consideration  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  pursuant  to  the 
comity  deemed  to  be  due  to  friendly  powers,  any  tobacco  in  the  United 
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States  belonging  to  tlie  government  either  of  France,  Austria,  or  any 
other  state  with  wliicli  this  coiintrj^  is  at  peace,  and  whicli  tobacco  was 
purchased  and  paid  for  by  such  government  prior  to  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1S61,  may  be  exported  from  any  port  of  the  United  States  under 
the  supervision  and  upon  the  responsibihty  of  naval  officers  of  such  gov- 
ernments and  in  conformity  tc*  such  regulations  as  may  be  presented  by 
the  Secretar>^  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  not  otherwise. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


December  8,  1863. 
Fellow- Citisens  of  tfw  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniatives: 

Another  year  of  health  and  of  sufficiently  abundant  harvests  has  passed. 
For  these,  and  especially  for  the  improved  condition  of  our  national  aflfairs, 
our  renewed  and  profonndest  gratitude  to  God  is  due. 

We  remain  in  peace  and  friendship  with  foreign  powers. 

The  efforts  of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  involve  us  in 
foreign  %vars  to  aid  an  inexcusable  insurrection  have  been  unavailing. 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  as  was  justly  expected,  ha\  e  exer- 
cised their  authority  to  prevent  the  departure  of  new  hostile  expeditions 
from  British  jx^rts.  The  Emperor  of  France  has  by  a  like  proceeding 
promptly  vindicated  the  neutrality  which  he  proclaimed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  contest.  Questions  of  great  intricacy  and  importance  have  arisen 
out  of  the  blockade  and  otlier  l:)elligerent  operations  Ijetween  the  Govern- 
ment and  several  of  the  maritime  powers,  but  they  have  been  discussed 
and,  as  far  as  was  possible^  accommodated  in  a  spirit  of  frankness,  justice, 
and  mutual  good  will.  It  is  especially  gratifying  that  our  prize  courts, 
by  the  impartiality  of  their  adjudications,  have  commanded  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  maritime  powers. 

The  supplemental  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  made  on  the  lylh  day  of 
February  last,  has  beeti  duly  ratified  and  carried  into  execution.  It  is 
believed  that  so  far  as  American  ports  and  American  citizens  are  con- 
cerned that  inlunnan  and  ixlious  traffic  has  been  brought  to  an  end. 

I  shall  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  a  convention  for  the 
adjustment  of  possessory  claims  in  Washington  Territory  arising  out  of 
the  treaty  of  the  15th  June,  1846,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  and  which  have  been  the  source  of  some  disquiet  among  the  citi- 
zens of  that  now  rapidly  improving  part  of  the  country. 

A  novel  and  important  question,  involving  the  extent  of  the  maritime 
jurisdiction  of  Spain  in  the  waters  which  surround  the  island  of  Cuba. 
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has  been  detMtted  without  reaching  sm  agreement,  and  it  is  proposed  in 
sn  mnicaMe  ^nrit  to  refer  it  to  the  arbitrameiit  of  a  friendlj  power.  A 
cmventioD  for  that  purpose  will  be  sttbmitted  to  the  Senate. 

I  have  thought  it  proper,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Senate,  to 
concur  with  the  tntercssted  commercial  powers  in  an  arrarigement  for  the 
liquicLatioti  of  the  Scheldt  dues,  upon  the  principles  which  ha\^  been  here- 
tofore adopted  in  regard  to  the  imposts  upon  navigation  in  the  waters  of 
Denmark. 

Tlie  long-pending  controversy  betui'een  this  Government  and  that  of 
Chile  touching  the  seizure  at  Sitana,  in  Peru,  by  Chilean  oflicers,  of  a 
large  amoimt  in  treasure  l>elooging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  has 
iK-en  l>rought  to  a  clcjse  by  the  award  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Belgians,  to  whotie  arbitration  the  question  was  referred  by  the  parties. 
The  subject  was  thoroughly  and  patiently  examined  by  that  justly  re- 
Hjiected  magistrate,  and  although  the  sum  awarded  to  the  claimants  may 
not  have  been  as  large  as  they  expected  there  is  no  reason  to  distrust 
the  wiwloni  of  His  Majesty's  decision*  That  decision  was  promptly  com* 
plied  with  by  Chile  when  intelligence  in  regard  to  it  reached  that  country. 

The  joiiU  eomniirtsion  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  for  carr>'ing 
into  effect  the  convention  with  Peru  on  the  subject  of  claims  has  been 
organ i/4i<l  at  Lima,  and  is  engaged  in  the  business  intrusted  to  it. 

Difficulties  concerning  interoceanic  transit  through  Nicaragua  are  in 
C(jur?ic  of  aniicable  adjustment. 

In  conformity  with  principles  set  forth  in  my  last  annual  message,  I 
have  received  a  representative  from  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and 
have  accretlitefl  a  minister  to  that  Republic. 

Incidents  oarnrring  in  the  progress  of  our  civil  war  have  forced  upon 
my  atlentitjn  the  uncertain  state  of  international  questions  touching  the 
nxhts  of  foreigners  in  this  country  and  of  United  States  citizens  abroad. 
In  regard  to  some  governments  these  rights  are  at  least  partially  defined 
by  treaties.  In  no  instance,  however,  is  it  expressly  stipulated  that  in 
llic  event  of  civil  war  a  foreigner  residing  in  tliis  country  within  the  lines 
of  the  insurgents  is  to  l>e  exempted  from  the  rule  which  classes  him  as 
a  Ijelligerenl.  in  whose  l)ehalf  the  Gnvernment  of  his  countr>^  can  not 
expect  any  privileges  or  iunn unities  distinct  from  that  character,  I 
regret  to  say,  however,  that  such  claims  have  been  put  forward,  and  in 
sonic  instances  in  l>ehalf  of  foreigners  who  have  lived  in  the  United  States 
the  greater  purl  ui  their  lives. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  persons  born  in  foreign  countries 
who  linve  di-clared  their  intention  to  become  citizens^  or  who  have  been 
fully  uatnrali/edj  have  evaded  the  military  duty  required  of  them  l>y  deny- 
ing the  fact  and  thereby  throwing  upon  the  Government  the  burden  of 
profjf.  It  has  liven  found  difTjcidl  or  im practical de  to  obtain  this  proof, 
from  the  want  of  guides  to  the  proper  sources  of  information.  These 
might  lie  supplictl  by  retititring  clerks  of  courts  where  declarations  of 
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inteutfon  may  be  made  or  naturalizations  effected  to  send  periodically  lists 
of  the  names  of  the  persons  naturalized  or  declaring  their  uitentioii  to 
become  citizens  to  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Interior,  in  whose  Department  those 
names  might  Ije  arranged  and  printed  for  general  informatioiL 

There  is  also  reason  to  believ^e  that  foreigners  frequently  liecome  citizens 
of  the  United  States  for  the  sole  purpose  of  evading  duties  imposed  by  the 
laws  of  their  native  countries,  to  which  on  Ix^ajming  naturalized  here 
they  at  once  repair,  and  though  never  returning  to  the  United  States  they 
still  claim  the  interposition  of  this  Government  as  citizens.  Many  alter- 
cations and  great  prejudices  have  heretofore  arisen  out  of  this  abuse. 
It  is  therefore  submitted  to  your  serious  consideration.  It  might  be 
advisable  to  fix  a  limit  beyond  which  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  resid- 
ing abroad  may  claim  the  inteqxisition  of  his  Government. 

The  right  of  suffrage  has  often  been  assumed  and  exercised  by  aliens 
mider  pretenses  of  naturalization ,  which  they  liave disavowed  when  drafted 
into  the  military  ser\  ice.  I  suljmit  the  expediency  of  such  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law  as  will  make  the  fact  of  voting  an  estoppel  against  any 
plea  of  exenxption  from  miHtary  service  or  other  civil  obligation  on  the 
groimd  of  alienage. 

In  common  with  other  Western  powers,  our  relations  with  Japan  have 
been  brought  into  serious  jeopardy  through  the  perverse  opposition  of  the 
hereditar\^  aristocracy  of  the  Empire  to  the  eulightetied  atid  lil>eral  policy 
of  the  Tycoon,  designed  to  bring  the  country  into  the  scjciety  of  nations, 
It  is  hoped,  although  not  with  entire  confidence,  that  these  difficulties 
may  be  peacefully  overcome.  I  ask  your  attention  to  tlie  claim  of  the 
minister  residing  there  for  the  danmges  he  sustained  in  the  destruction 
by  fire  of  the  residence  of  the  legation  at  Yedo, 

Satisfactory^  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
which,  it  is  Ixrlieved,  will  result  in  effecting  a  continuous  line  of  telegraph 
through  that  Empire  from  our  Pacific  coast. 

I  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  subject  of  an  inter- 
national telegraph  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  also  of  a  telegraph 
between  this  capital  and  tlie  national  forts  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Such  connnunications,  established  with  any 
reasonable  outlay,  would  Ijc  economical  as  well  as  effective  aids  to  the 
diplomatic,  military,  and  naval  ser\'ice. 

The  consular  system  of  the  United  States,  under  the  enactments  of  the 
last  Congress,  begins  to  be  self-sustaining,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope 
that  it  may  become  entirely  so  Ti\4th  the  increase  of  trade  which  will 
ensue  whenever  peace  is  restored.  Our  ministers  abroad  have  been 
faithful  in  defending  American  rights.  In  protecting  commercial  inter- 
ests our  consuls  have  neces.sarily  had  to  encounter  increased  labors  and 
responsibilities  growing  out  of  the  war.  These  they  have  for  the  most 
part  met  and  discharged  with  zeal  and  efficiency.  This  acknowletl^ment 
justly  includes  those  consuls  who,  residing  in  Morocco^  Egypt,  Turkey, 
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Japan,  Cliina,  and  other  Oriental  countries,  are  charged  with  complex 
fniictioiis  and  extraordinary  powers. 

The  condition  of  the  several  organized  Territories  is  generally  satis- 
factory, although  Indian  disturbances  in  New  Mexico  have  not  been 
entirely  suppressed.  The  mineral  resources  of  Colorado,  Nevada,  Idaho, 
New  Mexico,  and  Arizona  are  proving  far  richer  than  has  been  hereto- 
fore understood.  I  lay  before  you  a  communication  on  this  subject  from 
the  governor  of  New  Mexico.  I  again  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
expediency  of  estabhshing  a  system  for  the  encouragement  of  immigra- 
tion. Although  this  source  of  national  wealth  and  strength  is  again 
flowing  with  greater  freedom  than  for  several  years  before  the  insurrec- 
tion occurred,  there  is  still  a  great  deficiency  of  laborers  in  ever>^  field  of 
industry,  especially  in  agriculture  and  in  our  mines,  as  well  of  iron  and 
coal  as  of  the  precious  metals.  While  the  demand  for  labor  is  much 
increased  here,  tens  of  thousands  of  persons,  destitute  of  remunerative 
occupation,  are  thronging  our  foreign  consulates  and  offering  to  enii* 
grate  to  the  United  States  if  essential,  but  very  cheap,  assistance  can  be 
afforded  them.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  under  the  sharp  discipline  of  civil 
war  the  nation  is  beginning  a  new  life.  This  noble  effort  demands  the 
aid  and  ought  to  receive  the  attention  and  support  of  the  Government. 

Injuries  unforeseen  by  the  Government  and  unintended  may  in  some 
cases  have  lK*en  inflicted  on  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  foreign  countries, 
both  at  sea  and  on  land,  by  persons  in  the  ser\*ice  of  the  United  States. 
As  this  Government  expects  redress  from  other  powers  when  similar 
injuries  are  inflicted  by  persons  in  their  servnce  upon  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  we  must  be  prepared  to  do  justice  to  foreigners.  If  the 
existing  judicial  tribunals  are  inadequate  to  this  purpose,  a  special  court 
may  be  authorized,  with  power  to  hear  and  decide  such  claims  of  the 
character  referred  to  as  may  have  arisen  under  treaties  and  the  public 
law.  Conventions  for  adjusting  the  claims  by  joint  commission  have 
l>een  proix>sed  to  some  go\xTnraents,  but  no  definitive  answer  to  the 
proj>osition  has  yet  lieen  received  from  any. 

In  the  course  of  the  session  I  shall  probably  have  occasion  to  request 
you  to  provide  indemnification  to  claimants  where  decrees  of  restitution 
have  been  rendered  and  damages  awarded  by  admiralty  courts,  and  in 
other  cases  where  this  Govenmient  may  be  acknowledged  to  be  liable 
in  principle  and  where  the  amount  of  that  liabihty  has  been  ascertained 
by  an  informal  arbitration. 

The  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  have  deemed  themselves  required 
by  the  law  of  the  United  States  upon  the  subject  to  demand  a  tax  upon 
the  incomes  of  foreign  consuls  in  this  countr>^  While  such  a  demand 
may  not  in  strictness  be  in  derogation  of  public  law,  or  perhaps  of  any 
existing  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign  country,  the 
expediency  of  so  far  modifying  the  act  as  to  exempt  from  tax  the  income 
ai  such  cousub  as  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  derived  from  the 
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emoluments  of  their  office  or  from  property  not  situated  in  the  United 
States,  is  suVmiitted  to  your  serious  consideration.  I  make  this  sugges- 
tion upon  the  ground  that  a  comity  which  ought  to  be  reciprocated  ex- 
empts our  consuls  in  all  other  countries  from  taxation  to  the  extent  thus 
indicated.  The  United  States,  I  think,  ought  not  to  be  exceptionally 
illiberal  to  international  trade  and  commerce. 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury'  during  the  last  year  have  l>een  success- 
fully conducted.  The  enactment  by  Congress  of  a  national  banking  law 
has  proved  a  valuable  support  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  general  leg- 
islation in  relation  to  loans  has  fully  answered  the  expectations  of  its 
favorers.  Some  amendments  may  l^e  required  to  perfect  existing  laws, 
but  no  change  in  their  principles  or  general  scope  is  l>elieved  to  be  needed. 

Since  these  measures  have  been  in  operation  all  demands  on  the  Treas- 
m'y,  including  the  pay  of  the  Army  and  Na\T,  have  been  promptly  met 
and  fully  satisfied.  No  considerable  body  of  troops,  it  is  believed,  were 
ever  more  amply  provided  and  more  liljerally  and  punctually  paid,  and  it 
may  be  added  that  by  no  people  were  the  burdens  incident  to  a  great  war 
ever  more  cheerfully  lx>rne. 

The  receipts  during  the  year  from  all  sources,  including  loans  and  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  at  its  coomiencetnent,  were  $901 ,125,674.86,  and  the 
aggregate  disbursements  $895,796,630.65,  leaving  a  balance  on  the  ist  of 
July,  1863,  of  $5,329,044.2!.  Of  the  receipts  there  were  derived  from 
customs  $69,059,642.40,  from  internal  revenue  $37,640,787.95,  from  direct 
tax  $1,485,103.61,  from  lands  $167,617.17,  from  miscellaneous  sources 
$3,046,615.35,  and  from  loans  $776,682,361.57,  making  the  aggregate 
$901,125,674.86.  Of  the  disbursements  there  w^ere  for  the  civil  service 
$25*253j922.o8,  for  pensions  and  Indians  $4,216,520.79,  for  interest  on 
public  debt  $24,729,846.51,  for  the  War  DejKirtnient  $599,298,600.83,  for 
the  Navy  Department  $63,21 1,105.27,  for  payment  of  funded  and  tempo- 
rary debt  $181,086,635.07,  making  the  aggregate  $895,796,630.65  and 
leaving  the  balance  of  $5,329,044.21.  But  the  payment  of  funded  and 
temporary  debt,  having  l^een  made  from  moneys  torrowed  during  the 
year,  must  be  regarded  as  merely  nominal  payments  and  the  moneys 
borrowed  to  make  them  as  merely  nominal  receipts,  and  their  amount, 
$181,086,635,07,  should  therefore  be  deducted  both  from  receipts  and 
disbursements.  This  being  done  there  remains  as  actual  receipts 
$720,039,039.79  and  the  actual  disbursements  $714,709,995.58,  leaving 
the  balance  as  already  stated. 

The  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  first  quarter  and  the  esti- 
mated receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  remaining  three  quarters  of  the 
current  fiscal  year  (1864)  wHll  be  shown  in  detail  by  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Treastu-y,  to  which  I  in\dte  your  attention.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  here  that  it  is  not  believed  that  actual  results  will  exhibit  a  state 
of  the  finances  less  favorable  to  the  comitr>^  than  the  estimates  of  that 
officer  heretofore  submitted,  while  it  is  confidently  expected  that  at  the 
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close  of  the  year  both  disbursements  and  debt  will  be  found  %*ery  consid- 
erably less  than  has  been  anticii^ated. 

The  report  of  the  Secretar>^  of  War  is  a  document  of  great  interest.  It 
consists  of — 

1.  The  military  operations  of  the  year,  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Gen- 
peral  in  Chief. 

2.  The  organization  of  colored  persons  into  the  war  service. 

3.  The  exchange  of  prisoners,  fully  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  General 
Hitchcock. 

4.  The  operations  under  the  act  for  enrolling  and  calUng  out  the 
national  forces,  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Provost -Marshal*General. 

5.  The  organization  of  the  invalid  corps,  and 

6.  The  operation  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  Commissary" -Genera I,  Paymaster- General ^  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  and  Surgeon- General, 

It  has  appeared  impossible  to  make  a  valuable  summary-  of  this  report, 
except  such  as  would  be  too  extended  for  tliis  place,  and  hence  I  content 
myself  by  asking  your  careful  attention  to  the  report  itself. 

The  duties  devolving  on  the  nai-al  branch  of  the  service  during  the  year 
and  throughout  the  whole  of  this  unhappy  contest  have  been  discharged 
with  fidelity  and  eminent  success.  The  extensive  blockade  has  been  con* 
stantly  increasing  in  efficiency  as  the  Na\^'  has  expanded,  yet  on  so  long 
a  line  it  has  so  far  been  impossible  to  entirely  suppress  illicit  trade. 
From  returns  received  at  the  Na\^^  Department  it  appears  that  more  than 
1 ,000  vessels  have  Ijeen  captured  since  the  blockade  was  instituted,  and 
tliat  the  value  of  prizes  already  sent  in  for  adjudication  amounts  to  over 
$13,000,000. 

The  naval  force  of  the  United  States  consists  at  this  time  of  588  vessels 
completed  and  in  the  course  of  completion,  and  of  these  75  are  ironclad 
or  armored  steamers.  The  events  of  the  war  give  an  increased  interest 
and  importance  to  the  Navy  which  will  probably  extend  beyond  the  w^ar 
itself. 

The  armored  vessels  in  oiu*  Na\^'  completed  and  in  sennce,  or  which 
are  under  contract  and  approaching  completion,  are  beUeved  to  exceed  in 
number  those  of  any  other  power;  but  while  these  may  be  relied  upon  for 
harbor  defense  and  coast  service,  others  of  greater  strength  and  capacity 
will  be  necessary-  for  cruising  purposes  and  to  maintain  our  rightful  posi- 
tion on  the  ocean. 

The  change  that  has  taken  place  in  naval  vessels  and  naval  warfare 
since  the  introduction  of  steam  as  a  motive  power  for  ships  of  war  de* 
mands  either  a  corresponding  change  in  some  of  our  existing  navy-yards 
or  the  establishment  of  new  ones  for  the  construction  and  necessary 
repair  of  modern  naval  vessels.  No  inconsideral>le  emlmrrassment.  delay, 
and  public  injury  have  l)een  experienced  from  the  want  of  such  govem- 
weatal  establishments.    The  necessity  of  such  a  navy-yard,  so  furnished. 


■ 


Abraham  Lincoln 


185 


at  some  suitable  place  upon  the  Atlantic  seaboard  has  on  repeated  occa- 
sions been  brongbt  to  the  attention  of  Congjess  by  the  Navy  Department, 
and  is  again  presented  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  which  accompanies 
this  communication.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  invite  your  special  attention 
to  this  subject,  and  also  to  that  of  establishiiig  a  yard  and  depot  for  naval 
purposes  upon  one  of  the  Western  rivers.  A  naval  force  has  l^een  created 
on  those  interior  waters,  and  luider  many  disadvantages,  within  little 
more  than  two  years,  exceedinj^  in  numbers  the  whole  naval  force  of  the 
country  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  Administration.  Satisfac- 
tory and  important  as  have  been  the  perfonnances  of  the  heroic  men  of 
the  Na\^y  at  this  interesting^  period,  they  are  scarcely  more  wonderful 
than  the  success  of  our  mechanics  and  artisans  in  the  production  of  w^ar 
vessels,  which  has  created  a  new  form  of  naval  power. 

Our  country  has  advantages  snperior  to  any  other  nation  in  our  resources 
of  iron  and  tiniljer,  with  inexhaustible  quantities  of  fuel  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  both,  and  all  available  and  in  close  proximity  to  navigable 
waters.  Without  the  advantage  of  pul)!ic  works,  the  resources  of  the 
nation  have  been  develofied  and  its  power  displayed  in  the  construction 
of  a  Navy  of  such  magnitude,  w^hich  has  at  the  very  period  of  its  creation 
rendered  signal  service  to  the  Union. 

The  increase  of  the  number  of  seamen  in  the  public  service  from  7,500 
nieti  in  the  spring  of  1861  to  about  34,000  at  the  present  time  has  been 
accomplished  without  special  legislation  or  extraordinary  bounties  to  pro- 
mote that  increase.  It  has  Ijeen  found,  lioweveFj  that  the  operation  of  the 
drafts  wnth  the  high  bounties  paid  for  army  recruits,  is  beginning  to  affect 
injuriously  the  naval  ser\^ice,  and  will,  if  not  correctetl,  be  likely  to  impair 
its  efficiency  by  detaching  seamen  from  their  proper  vocation  and  inducing 
them  to  enter  the  Army.  I  therefore  res|iectfully  suggest  that  Congress 
might  aid  both  the  army  and  naval  serxices  by  a  definite  provision  on  this 
subject  which  would  at  the  same  time  be  equitable  to  the  communities 
more  especially  interested. 

I  commend  to  your  consideration  the  suggestions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Na\^  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  fostering  and  training  seamen  and  also 
the  education  of  officers  and  engineers  for  the  naval  service.  The  Naval 
Academy  is  rendering  signal  sendee  in  preparing  midshipmen  for  the 
highly  responsible  duties  which  in  after  life  they  will  h^  required  to  per- 
form. In  order  that  the  country  should  not  be  deprived  of  the  proper 
quota  of  educated  officers,  for  wdiich  legal  provision  has  been  made  at  the 
naval  school,  the  \'acancies  caused  by  the  neglect  or  omission  to  make 
nominations  from  the  States  in  insurrection  have  been  filled  by  the  Secre- 
tary* of  the  Navy.  The  school  is  now  more  full  and  complete  than  at  any 
former  period,  and  in  ever>^  respect  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  Congress. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  financial  condition  of  the  Post-OfBce 
Department  has  been  one  of  increasing  prosperity,  and  I  am  gratified  in 
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being  able  to  state  that  the  actual  postal  revenue  has  n^rly  equaled  the 
entire  expenditures,  the  latter  amounting  to  $11,314,206.84  and  the  for- 
mer to  $1 1,163.789.59,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  but  $150,417.25.  In  i860, 
the  year  immediately  preceding  the  rebelHou,  the  deficiency  amounted  to 
$51656,705.49,  the  postal  receipts  of  that  year  being  $2,645,722.19  less 
than  those  of  1863.  The  decrease  since  i860  in  the  annual  amount  of 
transportation  has  been  only  about  25  per  cent,  but  the  annual  expendi- 
ture on  account  of  the  same  has  been  reduced  35  per  cent.  It  is  manifest, 
therefore,  that  the  Post -Office  Department  may  become  self-sustaining  in 
a  few  years,  even  with  the  restoration  of  the  whole  service. 

The  inteniational  conference  of  ^>ostal  delegates  from  the  principal 
countries  of  Europe  and  America,  which  was  called  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Postmaster-General,  met  at  Paris  on  the  nth  of  May  last  and  con- 
cluded its  deliberations  ou  the  8th  of  June.  The  principles  established 
by  the  conference  as  best  adapted  to  facilitate  postal  intercourse  between 
nations  and  as  the  basis  of  future  postal  conventions  inaugurate  a  general 
system  of  uniform  inteniatiotial  charges  at  reduced  rates  of  postage,  and 
can  not  fail  to  produce  beneficial  results. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  which  is 
herewith  laid  Ijefore  you,  for  useful  and  varied  information  in  relation  to 
the  pubhc  lands,  Indian  affairs,  patents,  pensions,  and  other  matters  of 
public  conceni  pertaining  to  his  De|>artment. 

The  quantity  of  land  disposed  of  during  the  last  and  the  first  quarter 
of  the  present  fiscal  years  was  3,841,549  acres,  of  which  161,911  acres 
were  sold  for  cash,  1,456,514  acres  w^ere  taken  up  under  tlie  homestead 
law,  and  the  residue  disposed  of  under  laws  granting  lands  for  military 
bounties,  for  railroad  and  other  purposes.  It  also  appears  that  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  is  largely  on  the  increase. 

It  has  long  l>een  a  cherished  opinion  of  some  of  our  wisest  statesmen  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  had  a  higher  and  more  enduring  interest 
in  the  early  settlement  and  substantial  cultivation  of  the  public  lands 
than  in  the  amotint  of  direct  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  them. 
This  opinion  has  had  a  controlling  influence  in  shaping  legislation  upon 
the  subject  of  our  national  domain.  I  may  cite  as  evidence  of  this  the 
liberal  measures  adopted  in  reference  to  actual  settlers;  the  grant  to  the 
States  of  the  overflowed  lands  within  their  limits,  in  order  to  their  being 
reclaimed  and  rendered  fit  for  cultivation;  the  grants  to  railway  companies 
of  alternate  sections  of  land  upon  the  contemplated  lines  of  their  roads, 
which  when  completed  will  so  largely  multiply  the  facilities  for  reaching 
our  distant  possessions.  This  policy  has  received  its  most  signal  and 
beneficent  illustration  in  the  recent  enactment  granting  homesteads  to 
actual  settlers.  Since  the  ist  day  of  January  last  the  before*mentioned 
quantity  of  1.456,514  acres  of  land  have  been  taken  up  under  its  provi- 
sions. This  fact  and  the  amount  of  sales  furnish  gratifying  evidence  of 
iz7creasing  settlement  upon  the  public  lands,  notwithstanding  the  great 
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straggle  in  which  the  energies  of  the  nation  have  been  engaged,  and 
which  lias  required  so  large  a  withdrawal  of  our  citizens  from  their  accus- 
tomed pursuits.  I  cordially  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Secre- 
tary^ of  the  Interior  suggesting  a  modification  of  the  act  in  favor  of  those 
engaged  in  the  military'  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  I  doubt 
not  that  Congress  will  cheerfully  adopt  such  measures  as  will,  without 
essentially  changing  the  general  features  of  the  system,  secure  to  the 
greatest  practicable  extent  its  benefits  to  those  who  have  left  their  homes 
in  the  defense  of  the  countr>^  in  this  arduous  crisis* 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  views  of  the  Secretar>^  as  to  the  propriety 
of  raising  by  appropriate  legislation  a  revenue  from  the  mineral  lands  of 
the  United  States. 

The  measures  provided  at  your  last  session  for  the  removal  of  certain 
Indian  tril>es  have  been  carried  into  effect.  Sundry  treaties  have  been 
negotiated,  which  wHll  in  due  time  be  submitted  for  the  constitutional 
action  of  the  Senate.  They  contain  stipidations  for  extinguishing  the 
possessory  rights  of  the  Indians  to  large  and  valuable  tracts  of  lands.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  effect  of  these  treaties  will  result  in  the  establishment 
of  pennauent  friendly  relations  with  such  of  these  trilies  as  have  been 
brought  into  frequent  and  bkxidy  collision  with  our  outlying  settlements 
and  emigrants.  Sound  policy  and  our  imperative  duty  to  these  wards  of 
the  Govenmient  demand  our  anxious  and  constant  attention  to  their 
material  well-being,  to  their  progress  in  the  arts  of  civilization,  and, 
above  all,  to  that  moral  training  which  under  the  blessing  of  Di\4ne 
Providence  will  confer  upon  them  the  elevated  and  sanctifying  influ- 
ences, the  hopes  and  consolations,  of  the  Christian  faith. 

I  suggested  in  my  last  amiual  message  the  propriety  of  remodeling  our 
Indian  system.  Subsequent  events  have  satisfied  me  of  its  necessity. 
The  details  set  forth  m  the  report  of  the  Secretary"  e\ance  the  urgent 
need  for  immediate  legislative  action. 

I  commend  the  benevolent  institutions  established  or  patronized  by  the 
Government  in  tliis  District  to  your  generous  and  fostering  care. 

The  attention  of  Congress  during  the  last  session  was  engaged  to  some 
extent  with  a  proposition  for  enlarging  the  water  communication  between 
the  Mississippi  River  and  tlie  northeastern  seaboard,  which  proposition, 
however,  failed  for  the  time.  Since  then,  upon  a  call  of  the  greatest 
respectability,  a  convention  has  been  held  at  Chicago  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, a  sumniar}^  of  whose  views  is  contained  in  a  memorial  addressed 
to  the  President  and  Congress,  and  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  lay 
before  you.  That  this  interest  is  one  which  ere  long  will  force  its  own 
way  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubts  while  it  is  submitted  entirely  to  your 
wisdom  as  to  what  can  be  done  now.  Augmented  interest  is  given  to 
this  subject  by  the  actual  commencement  of  work  upon  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road, under  auspices  so  favorable  to  rapid  progress  and  completion.  The 
enlarged  navigation  becomes  a  palpable  need  to  the  great  road. 
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I  transmit  the  second  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  askinjj;  your  attention  to  the  developments  in 
that  vital  interest  of  the  nation. 

When  Congress  assembled  a  year  ago,  the  war  had  already  lasted  nearly 
twenty  months,  and  there  had  Ijeen  many  conflicts  on  both  land  and  sea, 
with  vaiying  results;  the  rel>ellion  had  been  pressed  hack  into  reduced 
limits;  yet  the  tone  of  public  feeling  and  opinion,  at  home  and  abroad, 
was  not  satisfactory.  With  other  signs,  the  popular  elections  then  just 
past  indicated  uneasiness  among  ourselves,  while ^  amid  much  that  was 
cold  and  menacing,  the  kindest  words  coming  from  Europe  were  uttered 
in  accents  of  pit>'  that  we  were  too  blind  to  surrender  a  hopeless  cause. 
Our  commerce  was  suffering  greatly  by  a  few  armed  vessels  built  upon 
and  furnished  from  foreign  shores,  and  we  were  threatened  witli  such 
additions  from  the  same  quarter  as  would  sweep  our  trade  from  the  sea 
and  raise  our  blockade.  We  had  failed  to  elicit  from  Eurojiean  Goveni- 
ments  anything  hopeful  upon  this  subject.  The  preliminary  emancipa- 
tion proclamation,  issued  in  September,  Avas  running  its  assigned  j)eriod  to 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  A  month  later  the  final  proclamation 
came,  including  the  announcement  that  colored  men  of  suitable  condition 
would  be  received  into  the  war  sendee.  The  policy  of  emancipation  and 
^  of  employing  black  s<jldiers  gave  to  the  future  a  new  aspect,  about  which 
hope  and  fear  and  doubt  contended  in  uncertain  conflict.  According  to 
our  p>olitical  system,  as  a  matter  of  civil  administration,  the  General  Gov- 
ernment had  no  lawful  ix>wer  to  effect  emancipation  in  any  State,  and  for 
a  long  time  it  had  Ijeen  hoped  that  the  rebellion  could  be  suppressed  with- 
out resorting  to  it  as  a  military  measure.  It  was  all  the  while  deemed 
possible  that  the  necessity  for  it  might  come,  and  that  if  it  should  the 
crisis  of  the  contest  would  then  be  presented-  It  came,  and,  as  was  antici- 
pated, it  was  followed  by  dark  and  doubtful  days.  Eleven  months  having 
now  passed,  we  are  permitted  to  take  another  renew.  The  rebel  borders 
are  pressed  still  farther  hack,  and  by  the  complete  opening  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi the  country  dominated  by  the  rebellion  is  di\'ided  into  chstinct 
parts,  with  no  practical  communication  between  them.  Tennessee  and 
Arkansas  have  been  substantially  cleared  of  insurgent  control,  and  influ- 
ential citizens  in  each,  owners  of  slaves  and  advocates  of  slaver>^  at  the 
beginning  of  the  retellion,  now  declare  openly  for  emancipation  in  their 
respective  States.  Of  those  States  not  included  in  the  emancipation 
proclaniatio!!,  Maryland  and  Missouri,  neither  of  which  three  years  ago 
would  tolerate  any  restraint  upon  the  extension  of  slaver}^  into  new  Ter- 
ritories, only  dispute  now  as  to  the  best  mode  of  removing  it  within  their 
own  hmits. 

Of  those  who  were  slaves  at  the  lieginning  of  the  rebellion  full  100,000 
are  now  in  the  United  States  military  ser\dce,  about  one-half  of  which 
nund>er  actually  bear  arms  in  the  ranks,  thus  giving  the  double  advantage 
oi taking  so  much  labor  from  the  insurgent  cause  and  supplying  the  places 
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which  otherwise  must  be  filled  with  so  many  white  men.  So  far  as  tested, 
it  is  difficult  to  say  they  are  not  as  good  soldiers  as  any.  No  sen^ile  in- 
surrection or  tendency  to  violence  or  cruelty  has  marked  the  measures 
of  emancipation  and  arming  the  blacks.  These  measures  have  been  much 
discussed  in  foreign  countnes,  and,  coutem]x>rary  \nth  such  discussion, 
the  tone  of  public  seutiment  there  is  much  improved.  At  home  the  same 
measures  have  been  fully  discussed,  supported,  criticised,  and  deuoimced, 
and  the  annual  elections  followiu)^  are  highly  encouraging  to  those  whose 
official  duty  it  is  to  l>ear  the  country  through  this  great  trial.  Thus  we 
have  the  new  reckoning.  The  crisis  which  threatened  to  divide  the 
friends  of  the  Union  is  past. 

Looking  now  to  the  present  and  future,  and  with  reference  to  a  resump- 
tion of  the  national  authority  witbin  the  States  wherein  that  authority 
has  l:>een  suspended,  I  have  thought  fit  to  issue  a  proclamation,  a  copy  of 
w^hich  is  hereunth  transmitted. "^  On  examination  of  this  proclamation  it 
will  appear,  as  is  believed,  that  nothing  will  be  attempted  lieyond  what 
is  amply  justified  by  the  Constitution.  True,  the  form  of  an  oath  is 
given,  but  no  man  is  coerced  to  take  it.  The  man  is  only  promised  a 
pardon  in  case  he  voluntarily  takes  the  oath.  The  Constitution  author- 
izes the  Executive  to  grant  or  withhold  the  pardon  at  his  own  al>sotute 
discretion,  and  this  includes  the  power  to  graut  on  terms,  as  is  fully 
established  by  judicial  and  other  authorities. 

It  is  also  proffered  that  if  in  any  of  the  States  named  a  State  govern- 
ment shall  be  in  the  mode  prescribed  set  up,  such  government  shall  be 
recognized  and  guaranteed  by  the  United  States,  and  that  under  it  the 
State  shall,  on  tlie  constitutional  conditions,  be  protected  against  invasion 
and  domestic  violence.  The  constitutional  obligation  of  the  United  States 
to  guarajitee  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  repid>lican  form  of  government 
and  to  protect  the  State  in  the  cases  stated  is  explicit  and  full.  But  why 
tender  the  benefits  of  this  provision  only  to  a  State  goveniment  set  up 
in  this  particular  way?  This  section  of  the  Constitution  contemplates  a 
case  wherein  the  element  within  a  State  favorable  to  republican  govern- 
ment in  the  Union  may  be  too  feeble  for  an  opposite  and  hostile  element 
external  to  or  even  within  the  State,  and  such  are  precisely  the  cases  with 
which  w^e  are  now  dealing. 

An  attempt  to  guarantee  and  protect  a  revived  State  government, 
constructed  in  whole  or  in  pre ix>nde rating  part  from  the  very  element 
against  whose  hostilit>^  and  violence  it  is  to  be  protected,  is  simply  absurd. 
There  must  he  a  test  by  which  to  separate  the  opposing  elements,  so  as  4*^ 
to  build  only  from  the  sound;  and  that  test  is  a  sufficiently  liberal  one 
which  accepts  as  s<jund  whoever  wull  make  a  sworn  recantation  of  his 
former  unsoundness. 

But  if  it  be  proper  to  require  as  a  test  of  admission  to  the  political  body    j 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  to  the    J 
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Union  under  it,  why  also  to  the  laws  and  proclamations  in  regard  to 
slavery  ?  Those  laws  and  proclamations  were  enacted  and  put  forth  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  m  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  To  give  them 
their  fullest  effect  there  had  to  be  a  pledge  for  their  maintenance.  In 
my  judgment,  they  have  aided  and  will  further  aid  the  cause  for  which 
they  were  intended.  To  now  abandon  them  would  be  not  only  to  relin- 
quish a  lever  of  power,  but  would  also  he  a  cruel  and  an  astounding 
breach  of  faith.  I  jn^y  add  at  this  point  that  while  I  remain  iu  my  pres- 
ent position  I  shaE  not  attempt  to  retract  or  modify  the  emancipation 
proclamation »  nor  shall  I  return  to  slavery  any  person  who  is  free  by  the 
terms  of  that  proclamation  or  by  any  of  the  acts  of  Congress.  For  these 
and  other  reasons  it  is  thought  best  that  support  of  these  measures  shall 
be  included  in  the  oath,  and  it  is  lielie^^ed  the  Executive  may  lawfully 
claim  it  iu  retuni  for  pardon  and  restoration  of  forfeited  rights,  which  he 
has  clear  constitutional  power  to  withhold  altogether  or  grant  upon  the 
terms  which  he  shall  deem  wisest  for  the  pnbhc  interest.  It  should  be 
ohserv^ed  also  that  this  part  of  the  oath  is  subject  to  the  modifying  and 
abrogating  power  of  legislation  and  supreme  judicial  decision. 

The  proposed  acquiescence  of  the  National  Executive  in  any  reasonable 
temporary  State  arrangement  for  the  freed  people  is  made  with  the  \dew 
of  possibly  modifying  the  confiision  and  destitution  which  must  at  best 
attend  all  classes  by  a  total  revolution  of  labor  throughout  whole  States. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  already  deeply  afflicted  people  in  those  States  may  be 
somewhat  more  ready  to  give  up  the  cause  of  their  affliction  if  to  this 
extent  this  vital  matter  be  left  to  themseh?^es,  while  no  power  of  the 
National  Executive  to  pre\^ent  an  abuse  is  abridged  by  the  proposition. 

The  sugge^stion  in  the  proclamation  as  to  maintaining  the  political 
framework  of  the  States  on  what  is  called  reconstruction  is  made  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  do  good  without  danger  of  liarm.  It  will  save  labor  and 
avoid  great  confusion. 

But  why  any  proclamation  now  upon  this  subject?  This  question  is 
beset  with  the  conflicting  views  that  the  step  might  be  delayed  too  long 
or  be  taken  too  soon.  In  some  States  the  elements  for  resumption  seem 
ready  for  action,  but  remain  inactive  apparently  for  want  of  a  rallying 
point — a  plan  of  action.  Why  shall  A  adopt  the  plan  of  B  rather  than  B 
that  of  A?  And  if  A  and  B  should  agree,  how  can  they  know  but  that 
the  General  Government  here  will  reject  their  plan?  By  the  proclama- 
tion a  plan  is  presented  which  may  be  accepted  by  them  as  a  rallying 
point,  and  which  they  arc  assured  in  advance  will  not  be  rejected  here. 
This  may  bring  them  to  act  sooner  than  they  otherwise  would. 

The  objections  to  a  premature  presentation  of  a  plan  by  the  National 
Executive  consist  in  the  danger  of  committals  on  points  which  could  be 
more  safely*  left  to  further  developments.  Care  has  1:>een  taken  to  so 
shape  the  document  as  to  avoid  embarrassments  from  this  source.  Say- 
ing that  on  certain  terms  certain  classes  will  be  pardoned  with  rights 
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restored,  it  is  not  said  that  other  classes  or  other  terms  will  never  be 
included.  Saying  that  recoust ruction  will  be  accepted  if  presented  in  a 
specified  way,  it  is  not  said  it  will  never  be  accepted  in  any  other  way. 

The  movements  by  State  action  for  emancipation  in  several  of  the 
States  not  included  in  the  emancipation  proclamation  are  matters  of  pro- 
found gratulation.  And  while  I  do  not  repeat  in  detail  what  I  have  here- 
tofore so  earnestly  urged  upfju  this  siil:»ject,  my  general  views  and  feelings 
remain  unchanged;  and  I  trust  that  Congress  will  omit  no  fair  opportunity 
of  aiding  these  important  steps  to  a  great  consummation. 

In  the  midst  of  other  cares,  however  important,  we  must  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  the  war  power  is  still  our  main  reliance.  To  that  p<jwer 
alone  can  w^e  look  yet  for  a  time  to  give  confidence  to  the  people  in  the 
contested  regions  that  the  insurgent  pawer  will  not  again  overrun  them. 
Until  that  confidence  shall  Ijc  established  little  can  l>e  done  anywhere  for 
what  is  called  reconstruction.  Hence  our  chief  est  care  must  still  be 
directed  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  who  have  thus  far  torne  their  harder 
part  so  nobly  and  well;  and  it  may  be  esteemed  fortunate  that  in  giving 
the  greatest  efficiency  to  these  indispensable  anns  we  do  also  honorably 
recognize  the  gallant  men,  from  commander  to  sentinel ^  who  con^iose 
them,  and  to  whom  more  than  to  others  the  world  must  stand  indebted 
for  the  home  of  freedom  disenthralled,  regenerated,  enlarged,  and  per- 
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Washington,  D.  C,  December  8,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprcseniatives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862,  I  most  cordially  recommend 
that  Captain  John  Rodgers,  United  States  Navy,  receive  a  vote  of  thanks 
from  Congress  for  the  eminent  skill  and  gallantry  exhibited  l>y  him  in 
the  engagement  wnth  the  rebel  armed  ironclad  steamer  Fingal,  alias 
Atlanta,  whilst  in  command  of  the  United  States  ironclad  steamer  Wee- 
hawken,  which  led  to  her  capture  on  the  ryth  June,  1863.  and  also  for  the 
zeal,  bravery,  and  general  good  conduct  shown  by  this  officer  on  many 
occasions. 

This  recommendation  is  specially  made  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  which  is  in  the  UA 
lowing  words^  viz: 

That  any  line  officer  of  Uie  Na\'T  or  Marine  Corps  may  be  advanced  one  grade  if 
uprm  recommendation  of  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congre??s 
for  highly  distinj^jiiished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  or  for  extraordinary 
heroism  in  the  Hne  of  his  profession. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  D,  C,  December  S,  iS6j^ 
Ta  (he  Senate  of  (he  United  States: 

Congress,  on  my  recotiimendatioii,  passed  a  resolution,  approved  7th 
February",  1863,  tendering  its  thanks  to  Commander  D.  D.  Porter  "for 
the  braver\'  and  skill  displayed  in  the  attack  on  the  post  of  Arkansas  on 
the  loth  Jannar>^  1863,'*  and  in  consideration  of  those  sendees,  together 
with  his  efficient  labors  and  vigilance  subsequently  displayed  in  thwart- 
ing the  efforts  of  the  reljels  to  obstruct  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries 
and  the  important  part  rendered  by  the  squadron  under  his  command, 
w*hich  led  to  the  surrender  of  \'icksburg. 

I  do  therefore,  in  confonnity  to  the  seventh  sectiou  of  the  act  approved 
i6th  July,  1862,  nominate  Commander  D.  D,  Porter  to  be  a  rear-admiral  in 
the  Navy  on  the  active  list  from  the  4th  July,  1863,  to  fill  an  existing 
vacancy.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 

Washington,  Decemtwr  to,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  and  Ifimse  of  Represe^itaitves: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report,  dated  the  9th  instant,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  sixteenth  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the  United 
States,-  approved  August  18,  1856.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  December^  /S6j, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  at  Le  Roy,  Kans.,  on  the  29th  day  of  August »  1863,  between 
William  P,  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  William  G.  Coffin^ 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  of  the  southern  superin tendency,  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  Unitetl  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  heachnen 
of  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  tribe  of  Indians  of  the  State  of  Kansas, 

A  commtmication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  12th 
instant,  accompanies  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LIxNCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washiftgton,  December,  iS6j, 
To  the  Senate  of  (he  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  on  the  7th  day  of  Octoljer,  1863,  at  Conejos,  Colorado  Terri- 
tor>%  between  John  Evans,  governor  and  ex  officio  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  of  said  Territor>^;  Michael  Steck,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
for  the  Territor>^  of  New  Mexico;  Simeon  Whitely  and  Lafayette  Head, 
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Indian  agents,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Tal:>eguache  band  of  Utah  Indians. 

I  also  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Interior  of  the  12th 
instant,  submitting  the  treaty;  an  extract  from  the  last  annual  report  of 
Governor  Evans,  of  Colorado  Territor3%  relating  to  its  negotiation,  and  a 
map  upon  %vhicli  is  delineated  the  boundaries  of  the  country  ceded  by  the 
Itidiaus  and  that  retained  for  then-  ow^i  use. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

ExECLTTi\'^  Mansion, 
IVashington,  December^  iS6j. 
To  ike  Senaie  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  6tti  day  of  April,  1H63,  be- 
tween John  P.  Usher,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States^  and 
the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Comanche,  Kiowa,  and  Apache  tribes  of 
Indians,  duly  authorized  thereto. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  12th  instant  accom* 
panies  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExEcuTivK  Mansion, 
Washington,  Decanbcr,  i86j. 
To  the  Satate  0/ the  United  States: 

I  lay  l^efore  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  at  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  in  Kansas,  on  the  2d  day  of  Sep- 
teraber»  1863,  between  William  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  New  York  Indians, 
represented  by  duly  authorized  members  of  the  bands  of  said  tribe. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  12th  instant  accompanies 


the  treaty. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExKcuTivK  Mansion, 
Washington,  December,  iS6j. 
To  tiie  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  l^eforc  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
ct^ncluded  at  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  in  Kansas,  on  the  3d  day  of  Sep- 
temlier,  1863,  betw^een  William  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  William  G.  Coffin,  superiiUendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  sontliern 
superin tendency,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Creek  Nation 
of  Indians,  repre.sented  by  its  chiefs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  12th  instant, 
accompanies  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  December,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  at  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  in  Kansas,  on  the  4th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  between  William  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afifairs, 
and  Henry  W.  Martin,  agent  for  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  united  tribes  of  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  of 
the  Mississippi. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  12th  instant^ 
accompanies  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


Washington,  December  75,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  of  March  last, 
requesting  certain  information  touching  persons  in  the  service  of  this 
Government,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom 
the  resolution  was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  December  77,  rS6j, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  its  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  Hudsons  Bay  and  Pugets 
Sound  Agricultural  Companies,  signed  iu  this  city  on  the  ist  day  of  Jtily 
last  (1863).  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

Decembkk  17,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

Herewith  I  lay  before  you  a  letter  addressed  to  myself  by  a  committee 
of  gentlemen  representing  the  freedmen's  aid  societies  in  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Cincinnati ,  The  subject  of  the  letter,  as  indi- 
cated alx)ve,  is  one  of  great  niagnitude  and  importance,  and  one  which 
these  gentlemen,  of  known  ability  and  iiigh  character,  seem  to  have  con- 
sidered with  great  attention  and  care.  Not  having  the  time  to  form  a 
mature  judgment  of  my  own  as  to  whether  the  plan  they  suggest  is  the 
l>est,  I  suljmit  the  whole  sul>ject  to  Congress,  deeming  that  their  atten- 
tion thereto  is  almost  imperatively  demanded. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  22,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  w4th  a  view  to  ratification, 
two  conventions  between  the  United  States  and  His  Belgian  Majesty^ 
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signed  at  Brussels  on  the  20th  May  and  the  20th  of  July  last,  respectively, 
and  both  relating  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Scheldt  dues,  etc.  A  copy 
of  so  much  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.. 
Sanford,  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Brussels,  on  the 
subject  of  the  conventions  as  is  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  it  is 
also  herewith  transmitted.  ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N. 

Washington,  December  23,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeyitatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  under  the  conven- 
tion with  Peru  of  the  12th  of  January  last,  on  the  subject  of  claims.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  two  claims  of  Peruvian  citizens  on  this  Government 
have  been  allowed.  An  appropriation  for  the  discharge  of  the  obHgations 
of  the  United  States  in  these  cases  is  requested. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 

January  5,  1864. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

By  a  joint  resolution  of  your  honorable  bodies  approved  December  23, 
1863,  the  paying  of  bounties  to  veteran  volunteers,  as  now  practiced  by 
the  War  Department,  is,  to  the  extent  of  $300  in  each  case,  prohibited 
after  this  5th  day  of  the  present  month.  I  transmit  for  your  considera- 
tion a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  one 
from  the  Provost- Marshal- General  to  him,  both  relating  to  the  subject 
above  mentioned.  I  earnestly  recommend  that  the  law  be  so  modified 
as  to  allow  bounties  to  be  paid  as  they  now  are,  at  least  until  the  ensuing 
ist  day  of  February. 

I  am  not  without  anxiety  lest  I  appear  to  be  importunate  in  thus 
recalling  your  attention  to  a  subject  upon  which  you  have  so  recently 
acted,  and  nothing  but  a  deep  conviction  that  the  public  interest  demands 
it  could  induce  me  to  incur  the  hazard  of  being  misunderstood  on  this 
point.  The  Executive  approval  was  given  by  me  to  the  resolution  men- 
tioned, and  it  is  now  by  a  closer  attention  and  a  fuller  knowledge  of  facts 
that  I  feel  constrained  to  recommend  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  fanuary  7,  1S64. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  awarding  the  sum  of 
$17,150.66  for  the  illegal  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Glen,  and 
request  that  an  appropriation  of  that  amount  may  be  made  as  an  indem- 
nification to  the  parties  interested.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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EXKCUTIVK    MAXSION, 

I  Vash  ingion ,  J  a  n  iia  ry ,  iS6^ . 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  tliereou. 
the  followiug-descrilied  treaties,  viz: 

A  treaty  made  at  Fort  Bridger,  Utah  Territor>^  on  the  2d  day  of  July, 
1863,  between  the  United  States  and  the  chiefs,  principal  men,  and  war- 
riors of  the  eastern  bands  of  the  Shoshonee  Nation  of  ludians. 

A  treaty  made  at  Box  Elder,  Utah  Territory,  on  the  30th  day  of  July, 
1863,  between  the  United  States  and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  north- 
western bands  of  the  Shoshonee  Nation  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  made  at  Ruby  Valley »  Nevada  TerTitor>\  on  the  ist  day  of 
October,  1863,  Ixttween  the  United  States  and  the  chiefs,  principal  men, 
and  warriors  of  the  Shoshonee  Nation  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  made  at  Tuilla  Valley,  Utah  Territor>%  on  the  12th  day  of 
October^  186,3,  between  the  United  States  and  tbe  chiefs,  princiiml  men, 
anil  warriors  of  the  tioship  bands  of  Shosbonee  Indians. 

A  treaty  made  at  Soda  Springs,  in  Idaho  Territor>\  on  the  14th  day  of 
October,  1863*  Ijetwtfen  the  United  vStates  and  the  chiefs  of  the  mixed 
bands  of  Bannacksand  Shoshonees,  occupying  the  valley  of  the  Shoslionee 
River. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Interior  of  the  5t!i  instant,  a  copy  of 
a  report  of  the  30th  ultimo,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Governor  Doty,  superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs,  Utah  Territor^^  dated  Noveml^er  ro,  1863,  relating  to  the  In- 
dians parties  to  the  several  treaties  herein  named,  and  a  map,  fiiniished 
by  that  gentleman,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


ExHCuTUTS  Mansion. 

\  \  ashing  ton ,  fan  nary,  iS6^ . 
71?  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  at  the  Old  Crossing  of  Red  Lake  River,  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  00  the  2d  day  of  October,  1863,  between  Alexander  Ramsey 
and  Ashley  C.  Morrill,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  chiefs,  headmen,  and  warriors  of  the  Red  Lake  and  Pembina 
l)ands  of  Chippewa  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  8th  instant,  together 
with  a  communication  from  the  Comnussioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the 
5th  instant  and  copies  of  Mr.  Ranisey's  report  and  journal,  relating  to 
the  treaty,  and  a  map  showing  the  territor>'  ceded,  are  herewith  trans- 

^^^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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ExKCUTivK  Mansion, /^i^ii^arK  12,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  conveyed  in  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  1 6th  of  Decemtier,  1863.  desiring  any  infonnation  in  my  pos- 
session relative  to  the  alleged  exceptional  treatment  of  Kansas  troops 
when  captnred  by  those  in  reLjellion^  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War.  accompanied  by  reix>rts  from  the 
General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  the  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners 
relative  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

January  20,  1864. 
Gentleman  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  accordance  with  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
my  approval,  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  of  Indiana,  that  patriotic 
and  distinguished  gentleman  repaired  to  Europe  and  attended  tbe  In- 
ternational Agricultural  Rxhibition,  held  at  Hamburg  last  year,  and  has 
since  his  return  made  a  report  to  me,  which,  it  is  l>elieved,  can  not  fail  to 
be  of  general  interest,  and  especially  so  to  the  agricultural  comnumity, 
I  transmit  for  your  consideration  copies  of  the  letters  and  report.  While 
it  appears  by  the  letter  that  no  reind>ursement  of  expenses  or  compensa- 
tion was  promised  him,  I  submit  whether  reasonable  allowance  should 
not  l>e  made  him  for  them.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  yaww^rj'  21,  1S64. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  ^^esterday^  resf>ect- 
ing  the  recent  destruction  by  fire  of  the  Church  of  the  Conipauta  at  San- 
tiago, Chile,  and  the  efforts  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  rescue  the 
victims  of  the  conflagration.  I  transmit  a  re|>ort  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  wuth  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  fanuafy  23^  1S64. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  1 2th  of  April  last, 
addressed  by  Anson  Burlingame,  esq. ,  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
to  China,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  a  modification  of  the  twenty* 
first  article  of  a  treaty  l>etween  the  United  States  and  China  of  the  i8th 
of  June,  1858,  a  printed  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 

These  papers  are  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  with 
a  view  to  their  ad\  ice  and  consent  being  given  to  the  modification  of 
the  said  twenty-first  article,  as  explained  in  the  said  dispatch  and  its 
accompauiments.  ABRAHAM  U^CQl^-S. 
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Washington,  Jatitmry  2p,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  respecting  the  correspondence  with  the 
authorities  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  proposed  pursuit  of  hostile 
bands  of  the  Sioux  Indians  into  the  Hudson  Bay  territories. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOLN. 

To  the  Senate:  Washington.  Febrtiary  4,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
requesting  *  *  a  copy  of  all  the  correspondence  between  the  authorities  of 
the  United  States  and  the  rebel  authorities  on  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
and  the  different  propositions  connected  with  that  subject,"  I  transmit 
herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  papers  with  which 
it  is  accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  5,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday  on  the  subject 
of  a  reciprocity  treaty  with  the  Sandwich  Islands,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  16,  1864. 
To  the  Seyiate  and  House  of  Represejitatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  relative  to  the  claim  on  this  Government  of  the 
owners  of  the  French  ship  La  Manche^  and  recommend  an  appropriation 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claim,  pursuant  to  the  award  of  the  arbitrators. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  16,  1864, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tJie  Uiiited  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th 
instant,  requesting  information  touching  the  arrest  of  the  United  States 
consul-general  to  the  British  North  American  Provinces,  and  certain  offi- 
cial communications  respecting  Canadian  commerce,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accom- 

P""'"'^^'  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  February  22,  1S64, 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  which  has  recently 
taken  place  between  Her  Britainiic  Majesty *s  iiiinister  accredited  to  this 
Government  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that  the  expediency  of 
sanctioning  the  acceptance  by  the  master  of  the  American  schooner  High- 
lander of  a  present  of  a  watch  which  the  lords  of  the  committee  of  Her 
Majesty's  pri%^  council  for  trade  propose  to  present  to  huii  in  recogni- 
tion of  ser\4ces  rendered  by  him  to  the  crew  of  the  British  vessel  Pearl 
may  be  taken  into  consideration.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExKCUTnrE  Mansion,  February,  1864. 
To  tlu  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  herewith,  for  its  constitutional  action 
thereon,  the  articles  of  agreement  and  convention  made  and  concluded 
at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  25th  day  of  the  present  month  by  and 
between  William  P.  Dole,  as  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  duly  authorized  delegates  of  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black 
River  Chippewas  and  the  Munsees  or  Christian  Indians  in  Kansas, 

ABR.\HAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  Februafy  2p,  1864, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  26th 
instant,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretarj^  of  War,  relative 
to  the  reenlistment  of  veteran  volunteers. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

ExBCUTi\T?  Mansion, 
Washington,  February  2g,  1864, 
To  ike  Striate  of  the  United  States: 

I  nominate  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  now  a  major-general  in  the  military  serv- 
ice, to  be  Ueutenant-general  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


ExECulMvE  Mansion,  March,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report*  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the 
nth  instant,  containing  the  information  requested  in  Senate  resolution 
of  the  29th  ultimo.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

•Relatitts  to  Ibe  amount  of  money  received  for  the  «ale  of  ih«  Wea  tntit  lands  in 
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Executive  Mansion,  March  p,  r8&4. 
To  ihe  Senate  of  the  Unikd  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ist  instant, 
respecting  the  points  of  coinmenceinent  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 
on  the  one  hundredth  degree  of  west  longitude,  and  of  the  branch  road, 
from  the  western  bonndary  of  Iowa  to  the  said  one  hundre<:lth  degree  of 
lon^itnde^  I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  containing  the  information  calkd  for. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  on  the  17th  day  of  November  last  an 
Execntive  order  was  made  upon  this  snbject  and  delivered  to  the  ^nce- 
'  president  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  w^hich  fixed  the  point 
on  the  western  bonndary  of  the  State  of  Iowa  from  which  the  company 
slionld  construct  their  branch  road  to  tlie  one  hnndredth  degree  of  west 
longitude,  and  declared  it  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  townsliip  in  Iowa 
opposite  the  town  of  Omaha,  in  Nebraska.  Since  then  the  company  has 
represented  to  me  that  npon  actual  sur\-e3's  made  it  has  determined  upon 
the  ]jrecise  point  of  departure  of  their  said  branch  road  from  the  Missouri 
River,  and  located  the  same  as  described  in  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  SecretaPr^  of  the  Interior,  which  point  is  wdthin  the  limits  designated 
hi  the  order  of  November  last;  and  inasmuch  as  that  order  is  not  of 
record  in  any  of  the  Executive  Departments,  and  the  company  having 
desired  a  more  definite  one*  I  have  made  the  order  of  which  a  copy  is 
herewith,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  filed  in  the  Department  of  the 
lutenor.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N, 


Executive  Office,  Afarch  12,  1S64. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of  January 
last,  I  comnmuicate  herewith  a  report,  with  accompanjing  papers,  from 
the  Secretar>^  of  the  Interior,  showing  what  portion  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  colonization  of  persons  of  African  descent  has  l>een  expended  and 
the  several  steps  which  have  been  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  acts  of 
Congress  on  that  subject.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 


Washington,  March  14,  1864, 
Ta  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  Hudsons 
Bay  and  Pogets  Sound  Agricultural  Companies,  concluded  on  the  ist  of 
July  last,  the  ratifications  of  w^hich  were  exchanged  in  this  city  on  the 
5th  instant,  and  recommend  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  the  first, 


second,  and  third  articles  thereof. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Abraham  Lincoln 


Washington,  March  14.,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

On  tlie  25th  flay  of  November,  i862»  a  convention  for  the  mntnal  ad- 
justment of  claims  pending  between  the  United  States  and  Ecuador  was 
signed  at  Quito  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  contracting  parties.  A 
copy  is  herewith  inclosed. 

This  convention,  already  ratified  by  this  Government,  has  been  sent  to 
Quito  for  the  customary  exchange  of  ratifications,  which  it  is  not  doubted 
will  be  promptly  effected.  As  the  stipnlntions  of  the  instrnment  require 
that  the  commissioners  who  are  to  l3e  appointed  pursuant  to  its  provi- 
sions shall  meet  at  Guayaquil  within  ninety  days  after  such  exchange, 
it  is  desirable  that  the  legislation  necessar>^  to  give  effect  to  the  conven- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States  should  anticipate  the  usual  course 
of  proceeding. 

I  therefore  invite  the  early  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


201 


ExECUTivB  Office, 
Washington,  March  22,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  Uie  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  and  concluded  in  Washington  City  on  the  18th  instant  l>y 
and  between  W'ilHam  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the 
Shawnee  Indians,  represented  b}^  their  duly  authorized  delegates. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary^  of  the  Interior  and  a  communication  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  accompany  the  treaty, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  March  24,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  establishment  of  monarchical  goveninients  in  Central  and  South 
America,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


To  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representatives:  9»        4- 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Stuart,  consulting  engineer,  appointed  such  by  me 
upon  invitation  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  according  to  a  law  of  that 
State,  has  made  a  report  upon  the  proposed  improvements  to  pass  gun- 
boats from  tide  water  to  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes,  which 
report  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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ExECUTivK  Office, 
IVasIungioii,  Apfil  /,  r86f. 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitiitioual  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concktded  June  9.  1863,  between  C,  H.  Hale,  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  Charles  Hutchins  and  S.  D.  Howe,  Indian  agents,  on 
t!ie  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs,  headmen,  and  delegates 
of  the  Nez  Perc^  tribe  of  Indians  in  Washington  Territory. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  ist  instant,  with  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  2d  ultimo,  proposing 
amendments  to  the  treaty,  together  with  a  report  of  Superintendent  Hale 
on  the  subject  and  a  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of  the  council  held 
with  the  Nez  Percd  Indians,  are  herewith  transmitted  for  the  considera- 
tion  of  the  Senate.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 


Washington,  April  7,  rS6^, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to 

the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  in  rela- 

tion  to  Major  N.  H.  McLean.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington  City,  April  is\  1864.. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  liefore  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon^ 
a  supx^lcmental  treaty  negotiated  on  the  12th  of  April,  1864,  vnXXi  the  Red 
Lake  and  Pembina  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians. 

A  report  of  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Interior  of  this  date  and  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  accompany  the 

^^^^y-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  April  23,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  W^ar,  in  answer  to 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate  in  executive  session  on  the  r4th  and 
i8th  of  April,  1864.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


War  DEPAKtMBNT, 

Washington  City,  Aprit  22,  1864. 
Tlie  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  Senate  resolutions  of  April  14  and  April  18,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  nominations  of  Colonel  Hiram  Bumham,  Colonel  Edward  M, 
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McCook,  Colonel  Lewis  A.  Grant,  and  Colonel  Edward  Hatch  are  not  either  of  them 
made  to  fill  any  vacancy  in  the  proper  sense  of  that  term.  They  are  not  made  to  fill 
a  command  v-acated  by  any  other  general,  but  are  independent  nominations,  and  if 
confirmed  the  officers  will  be  assigned  to  such  command  as  the  General  Command- 
ing may  deem  proper.  But  in  consequence  of  the  resignations  of  Generals  Miller, 
Boyle,  and  Beatty  and  the  death  of  General  Champlin,  their  confirmations  will  be 
within  the  number  of  brigadiers  allowed  by  law. 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^^^^  ^  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War, 


Washington,  April  23,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  19th  instant  from  Lord 
Lyons  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  two  British  naval  ofl&- 
cers  who  recently  receh'ed  medical  treatment  at  the  naval  hospital  at  Nor- 
folk. The  expediency  of  authorizing  Surgeon  Solomon  Sharp  to  accept 
the  piece  of  plate  to  which  the  note  refers,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
services,  is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^^^• 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  returned,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  brief  state- 
ment, which  is  beheved  to  contain  the  information  sought. 

Prior  to  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress  Robert  C.  Schenck, 
of  Ohio,  and  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr.,  of  Missouri,  members  elect  thereto,  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate  held  commissions  from  the  Executive 
as  major-generals  in  the  Volunteer  Army.  General  Schenck  tendered 
the  resignation  of  his  said  commission  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  the  assembling  thereof  upon  the  distinct  verbal  under- 
standing with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Executive  that  he  might  at 
any  time  during  the  session,  at  his  own  pleasure,  withdraw  said  resigna- 
tion and  return  to  the  field.  General  Blair  was,  by  temporary  assignment 
of  General  Sherman,  in  command  of  a  corps  through  the  battles  in  front  of 
Chattanooga  and  in  the  march  to  the  relief  of  Knox\411e,  which  occurre<l 
in  the  latter  days  of  November  and  early  days  of  December  last,  and  of 
course  was  not  present  at  the  assembhng  of  Congress.  When  he  subse- 
quently arrived  here,  he  sought  and  was  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Executive  the  same  conditions  and  promise  as  allow^ed  and  made 
to  General  Schenck.  General  Schenck  has  not  applied  to  withdraw  his 
resignation,  but  when  General  Grant  w^as  made  lieutenant-general,  pro- 
ducing some  change  of  commanders.  General  Blair  sought  to  be  assigned 
to  the  command  of  a  corps.     This  was  made  known  to  Generals  Grant 
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and  Sherman  and  assented  to  by  them ,  and  tile  particular  corps  for  biin 
designated.  This  was  all  arranged  and  understood,  as  now  remembered, 
so  much  as  a  month  ago,  but  the  formal  withdrawal  of  General  Blair's 
resignation  and  making  the  order  assigning  him  to  the  conmiand  of  a 
corps  were  not  consummated  at  the  War  Department  imtil  last  week, 
perhaps  on  the  23d  of  April  instant.  As  a  summar>'  of  the  whole,  it  may 
be  stated  tliat  General  Blair  holds  no  military  couunission  or  ap|>ointmeiit 
other  than  as  herein  stated,  and  that  it  is  beheved  he  is  now  acting  as  a 
major-general  upon  the  assumetl  validit\^  of  the  commission  herein  stated, 
in  connection  wdth  the  facts  herein  stated,  and  not  otherwise.  There  are 
some  letters,  notes,  telegrams,  orders,  entries »  and  perhaps  other  docu- 
ments in  connection  with  tliis  sul>ject,  which  it  is  beheved  would  throw 
no  additional  hght  upon  it,  but  w^hich  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  if 

^^^^^^^*  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Aprii,  28,  1864, 

To  ike  Honorahfe  the  Setmte  and  House  of  Represettiatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  address  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  through  him  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the 
condition  and  wants  of  the  people  of  east  Tennessee,  and  asking  their 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
for  their  relief,  and  wliich  address  is  presented  by  a  committee  of  an 
organization  called  ''The  East  Tennessee  Relief  Association/* 

Deeply  conuniserating  the  condition  of  these  most  loyal  and  suffering 
people,  I  am  unprepared  to  make  any  sf)ecific  recommencbtion  for  their 
relief.  The  mihtary  is  doing  and  will  continue  to  do  the  best  for  them 
within  its  power»  Their  address  represents  that  the  construction  of  direct 
railroad  communication  l^etw^een  Knoxville  and  Cincinnati  by  way  of  cen- 
tral Kentucky  would  be  of  great  consequence  in  the  i>resent  emergency. 
It  may  Ijc  remembered  that  in  the  annual  message  of  December,  1861, 
such  railroad  construction  was  recommended.  I  now  add  that,  with  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  Congress,  I  would  yet  be  pleased  to  construct  a 
road,!xjth  for  the  rehef  of  these  people  and  for  its  continuing  military 
importance.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  Ap^iJ  2g,  1S64, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27tli  instant, 

requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Tern- 

tor>^  of  Nevada,  1  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  last  month 

addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  James  W.  Nye,  the  governor  of 

that  Territory.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


To  (he  Honortihk  the  House  of  Rtpresniiaiives:  ''        '        '^' 

In  compliance  witli  the  request  contained  in  yoiir  resolution  of  the  29th 
uUimo,  a  copy  of  \\  hich  resolution  is  herewith  returned,  I  have  the  honor 

to  transmit  the  following: 

ExEcrTtvj;  IVIansion, 
Hon.  MONTGOMKRY  Bl.*lK.  WasMnjr/oH.  November  2,  Mj. 

>lv  Dkar  Sir:  Soniu  days  a^o  1  understood  you  to  say  Itiat  yoiir  lirother,  Gen- 
eral Frank  Blair,  desired  to  be  |^ide<l  by  my  wislies  as  to  whether  he  will  occnpy 
his  Stat  in  Congress  or  remain  in  the  field.  My  wish,  then,  is  compounded  of  what 
I  believe  will  be  l>ei>t  for  the  country  and  best  for  him,  and  it  is  that  lie  will  come 
herct  put  his  military  commission  in  my  haud^,  take  his  seat,  go  into  cauciLs  witli  our 
friends,  abide  the  nominations,  help  elect  the  nominees,  and  thus  aid  to  organize  a 
House  of  Representatives  which  will  really  support  the  Government  in  the  war.  If 
the  result  shall  be  the  election  of  himself  as  Speaker,  let  him  serve  in  that  position;  if 
not,  let  him  retake  his  commission  and  return  to  the  Army.  For  tlie  countrj',  this 
will  heal  a  dangerous  schism.  For  him,  it  wnll  relieve  from  a  dangerous  i>osition. 
By  a  misunderstanding,  as  i  think,  he  is  in  danger  of  l^eiiig  permanently  separatett 
from  those  with  wdioiii  only  he  can  ever  have  a  real  sympathy — the  sincere  ojipo- 
nents  of  slavcrv'.  It  will  be  a  mistake  if  he  shall  allow  the  provocations  offered  him 
by  insincere  tiuie&ervers  to  drive  him  from  the  house  of  his  own  buililing.  He  is 
young  yet.  He  has  abundant  talents,  quite  enough  to  occupy  all  his  time  without 
devoting  any  to  temper  He  is  rising  in  military  skill  and  usefulness.  His  recent 
appointment  to  the  command  of  a  corps  hy  one  so  competent  to  judge  as  General 
Sherman  proves  this.  In  that  line  he  can  serve  both  the  country  and  himself  more 
profitntdy  than  he  could  as  a  Member  of  Congress  upon  the  floor.  The  foregoing  is 
what  I  would  say  if  Frank  Blair  were  my  brother  instead  of  yours. 


Yotirs»  truly^ 


A.  LINCOI.N. 


Hkadquahteks  Middle  DEFAJtTMKNT,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 
Hon.  K.  M.  STANTON,  BaUhmre,  Md.,  November  /j,  /^tfj. 

Secretary  of  War, 
Sir:  Inclosed  I  forward  to  the  President  niy  resignation,  to  take  effect  on  the  5tli 
of  December, 

I  respectfully  request,  however,  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  my  command  at  an 
earlier  day,  say  by  the  20th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  some  officer  can  be 
ordered  to  succeed  me.  While  I  desire  to  derange  the  plans  or  huny  the  action  of 
the  Department  as  little  as  possible,  it  will  be  a  great  conv^enience  to  me  to  secure 
some  little  time  before  tlie  session  of  Congress  for  a  necessary'  journey  and  for  some 
preparations  for  myself  and  family  in  view  of  my  approaching  change  of  residence 
nd  occupation.  I  could  also  spend  tw^o  or  three  days  very  profitably,  I  tliiuk,  to  the 
rvice  of  my  successor  after  his  arrival  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENXK,  Major-GeneraL 


Hkadquarters  MroDLE  Department,  Eiciith  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore,  Md.^  A^ovember  /j,  /S63. 
The  Prf.sii>knt  of  thr  United  States. 

Sir:  Having  concluded  to  accept  the  place  of  McmlHT  of  Congress  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  which  I  was  elected  in  Octo!)er,  1862,  I  hereby  tender  the  resigna- 
tion of  my  commission  as  a  major-general  of  United  States  Volunteers,  to  take  effect 
on  the  5th  day  of  December  next. 
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I  shall  leave  the  military  service  with  much  reluctance  and  a  sacrifice  of  personal 
feelings  and  desires,  and  only  consent  to  do  so  in  the  hope  that  in  another  capacity 
I  may  be  able  to  do  some  effective  service  in  the  cause  of  my  country  and  Govern- 
ment in  this  time  of  p)eculiar  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-General. 
[Indorsement  on  the  foregoing  letter.] 

The  resignation  of  General  Schenck  is  accepted,  and  he  is  authorized  to  turn  over 
his  command  to  Brigadier-General  Lockwood  at  any  time. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Adjutant-Genkrai^'s  Office, 

Washington^  November  21  ^  iS6$. 
Major-General  Robert  C.  Schenck, 

United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding  Middle  Department ,  Baltimore^  Md. 
Sir:  Your  resignation  has  been  accepted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  effect  the  5th  day  of  December,  1863. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWT^SEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

V^ASm^Gto^y  January  /,  1864. 
The  Prf^sident  of  the  United  States, 

Washington  City,  D.  C: 
I  hereby  tender  my  resignation  as  a  major-general  of  the  United  States  Volunteers. 
Respectfully,  FRANK  P.  BLAIR, 

Major-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 


Accepted,  by  order  of  the  President. 


January  12,  1864. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Adjitant-General's  Office, 
Major-General  Francis  P.  Blair,  Washington,  January  12, 1864, 

U.  S.  Volunteers. 
( Care  of  Hon.  M.  Blair,  Washington,  D.  C. ) 
Sir:  Your  resignation  has  been  accepted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  Uike  effect  this  day. 

I  am,  sir,  ver\'  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\-ant, 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[TeleRram.] 

ExEcuTrvE  Mansion, 
I.itiitenant-r;eneral  Grant,  Washington,  D.  C,  March  13.  1864, 

Nash  ville.  Ten  n .  .• 
General  McPhersoii  having  l>een  assigne<l  to  the  command  of  a  department,  could 
not  General  I'rank  Blair,  without  difficulty  or  detriment  to  the  service,  be  assigned 
U)  rojiimand  the  corj^s  he  commanded  a  while  last  autumn? 

A.  LINCOLN. 
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[Telegram.] 

Nashviixe,  Tenn.,  March  16,  1864— 10  a,  m. 
His  Excellency  the  PRESroENT: 

General  Logan  commands  the  corps  referred  to  in  your  dispatch.  I  will  see  Gen- 
eral Sherman  in  a  few  days  and  consult  him  about  the  transfer,  and  answer. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

L  ieutenant-General, 
[Telegram.] 
His  ExceUency  A.  LiNCOij*.  Nashvili^,  Tenn.  ,  March  17,  ,864. 

President  of  the  United  States: 
General  Sherman  is  here.    He  consents  to  the  transfer  of  General  Logan  to  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps  and  the  appointment  of  General  P.  P.  Blair  to  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

L  ieutenant-General. 

[Telegram.] 

His  Excellency  A.  Lincoi^n,  Huntsvii.i.e,  Ala.,  March  ^,  1864. 

President  of  the  United  States: 
I  understand  by  the  papers  that  it  is  contemplated  to  make  a  change  of  command- 
ers of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  so  as  to  transfer  me  to  the  Seven- 
teenth. I  hope  this  will  not  be  done.  I  fully  understand  the  organization  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  now,  of  which  I  have  labored  to  complete  the  organization  this  winter. 
Earnestly  hope  that  the  change  may  not  be  made. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 

[Telegram.] 

Office  United  States  Military  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  9  a.  m.  March  31, 1864,  from  Cul- 
peper  Conrt-House,  11.30  p.  m.,  dated  March  30, 1864: 

'*  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

''NashvilU: 
**  General  F.  P.  Blair  will  be  assigned  to  the  Seventeenth  (17th)  Corps,  and  not  the 
Fifteenth  ( 15th ).     Assign  General  Joseph  Hooker,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Pres- 
ident, to  any  other  corps  command  you  may  have,  and  break  up  the  anomaly  of  one 
general  commanding  two  (2)  corps.  .4tj  g  GRANT 

^^Lieutenant-General^  Commanding. ' ' 

From  a  long  dispatch  of  April  2,  1864,  from  General  Sherman  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  presenting  his  plan  for  disposing  the  forces  under  his  command, 
the  following  extracts,  being  the  only  parts  pertinent  to  the  subject  now 
under  consideration,  are  taken: 

After  a  full  consultation  with  all  my  army  commanders,  I  have  settled  down  to  the 
following  conclusions,  to  which  I  would  like  to  have  the  President's  consent  before 
I  make  the  orders: 

Third.  General  McPherson.  ♦  *  ».  His  [three]  corps  to  be  commanded  by 
Major-Generals  Logan,  Blair,  and  Dodge.    *    *    * 


ritoB 
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Offick  United  States  I^Iilitarv  Thlegrafh, 

War  Department. 
The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  3  p,  111,  April  io«  1864,  from  Cul- 
peper  Court-l  louse.  Va,,  10  p.  m.,  dated  April  9,  1864: 

^*  Major-General  H.  W.  HAI.1.ECK, 

"'Chief  of  Staff: 
'*  Will  you  please  ascertain  if  General  F.  P.  Blair  is  to  tje  sent  to  General  Shennan. 
If  not,  an  army-corps  conimander  will  have  to  !>e  tiatnetl  for  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

''M.  S.  GRANT,  Licutevant'Gcncratr 

The  PREsmRNT:  Washington,  April  20, 1^64. 

You  will  do  aie  a  great  favor  hy  giving  the  order  assigning  me  to  the  cominaml  of 
the  Seventeeiitli  Army  Corps  iumiediately,  as  I  desire  to  leave  Washington  the  next 
Saturday  to  join  the  command.  I  also  request  the  assignment  of  Captain  Andrew  J* 
Alexander,  of  Third  Regiment  United  States  Cavalry,  asadjulaint-general  of  tlie  Seven- 
teenth Corps,  with  the  rank  of  lieutcnajit-coloncl.  The  present  adjutant,  or  rather  the 
fonner  adjutant,  Colonel  Clark,  has,  1  understand,  been  retained  by  General  McPherson 
as  adjutant-general  of  the  department,  and  the  place  of  adjutant-general  of  the  corps 
is  necessarily  vacant. 

I  also  request  tlie  appointment  of  George  A.  Magiiire,  formerly  captain  Thirty-first 
Missouri  Volunteer  Infantr},%  as  major  and  aid-tien^amp,  and  Lieutenant  Logan  Tomp- 
kins, Twenty-first  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  captain  and  aid-de-camp  on  my 

staff. 

Respectfully^  FRANK  P,  BLAIR. 

[Indorseraentsd 

Honorable  Skcrrtarv  of  War:  ^^^^^  ^'*  '^*^ 

Please  have  General  Halleck  make  tlie  proper  order  in  this  case. 

A.  LINCOLN. 
Referred  to  General  Halleck,  cliief  of  staff. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  ^^^^/flO'^y^a'*- 


BxjEcuTivE  Mansion, 
Honorable  SECRETARY  OF  War.  W'ashingtm,  April  23.  m^. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Accord hig  to  our  understanding  witli  Major-General  Frank  P.  Blair 
at  the  time  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress  last  winter,  he  ttow^  asks  to  witlidraw  his 
resignation  as  major-gene ral,  then  tendered,  and  be  ^nt  to  the  field.  I^t  tliis  be 
done.  Let  the  order  sending  him  l>e  such  as  shown  me  to-day  by  the  Adjiitanl-Gen- 
eral,  only  dropping  from  it  the  names  of  Maguire  and  Tompkins. 

Yours,  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

Afrii.  23,  1864. 
Referred  to  the  Adjulant-GeiieraL 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War. 


Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON,  WASHINGTON  ClTY.  D.  C.  April  2S,  1864. 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  respectfully  request  to  withdraw  my  resignation  as  major-general  of  the  United 
States  Volunteers,  tendered  on  the  r2th  day  of  January,  1S64. 

Respectfully.  FRANK  P.  BLAIR. 


Abraham  Lincoln 
Gen8Rai«  Orders,  No.  178. 
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War  DEPART14ENT, 

Adjutant-Generai,*s  Office, 

Washington  y  April  23,  1864, 

I.  Major-General  P.  P.  Blair,  jr.,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps. 

II.  Captain  Andrew  J.  Alexander,  Third  Regiment  United  States  Cavalry,  is  as- 
signed as  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel,  under  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

The  foregoing  constitutes  all  sought  by  the  resolution  so  far  as  is 
remembered  or  has  been  found  upon  diligent  search. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N. 


To  the  Senate  oj  the  United  States:  ^^^  7,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
dated  April  30,  1864,  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  a  copy 
of  the  opinion  by  the  Attorney-General  on  the  rights  of  colored  persons 
in  the  Army  or  volunteer  service  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
accompanying  papers.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  May  12,  1864.. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  requesting 
a  copy  of  correspondence  relative  to  a  controversy  between  the  Republics 
of  Chile  and  Bolivia,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  14,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Uiiited  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  accompan3dng  papers,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  14th  ultimo,  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
the  Senate  the  reasons,  if  any  exist,  why  the  refugee  Indians  in  the  State  of  Kansas 
«  not  returned  to  their  homes.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

M  P— vol,  VI— 14 
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Abraham  Lincoln  2ii 

Washington,  May  ji,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  28th 
instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  doc- 

"°^^°^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C.June  8,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  letter 
and  inclosuref  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  my  concurrence  in  the 
recommendation  therein  made.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /««^  zj,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compHance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  of  March, 
1864, 1  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the  case 
of  William  Yokum,  with  accompanying  papers. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /««^  jj,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification,  a 
convention  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Colom- 
bian States,  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  contracting  powers  on 
the  loth  February  last,  providing  for  a  revival  of  the  joint  commission  on 
claims  under  the  convention  of  loth  September,  1857,  with  New  Granada. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  June  18,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  further  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  whether  the  President  **has,  and  when,  authorized  a 
person  alleged  to  have  committed  a  crime  against  Spain  or  any  of  its  de- 
pendencies to  be  delivered  up  to  oflBcers  of  that  Government,  and  whether 
such  delivery  was  had,  and,  if  so,  under  what  authority  of  law  or  of  treaty 
it  was  done,"  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  loth  instant  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  the  acting  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Havana. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  Relating  to  the  delivery  of  a  person  charged  with  crime  against  Spain  to  the  officers  of  that 
Government 

t  Report  from  the  Provost-Marshal-General,  showing  the  result  of  the  draft  to  fill  a  deficiency  in 
the  quotas  of  certain  States,  and  recommending  a  repeal  of  the  clause  in  the  enrollment  act  com- 
monly known  m  the  three-hundred-dollar  clause. 
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ExKCUTrvB  Mansion^ 

Washington,  May  ij,  i86^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  on  the  7th  instant  in  this  city  hetween  William  P. 
Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  Clark  W.  Thompson,  sui>er- 
iutendeut  of  Indian  affairs,  northern  superintendency,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  chief  Hole-in-the-day  and  Mis-qua-dace  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Cliippewas  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Pillager  and  Lake 
Winnibigoshish  bands  of  Chipi>e\va  Indians  in  Minnesota. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretar\"  of  the  Interior  of  the  17th  instant, 
mth  a  statement  and  copies  of  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  of  the  12th  and  17th  instaut,  accomjmny  the  treaty. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  2^,  1S64. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  recommend  Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  A.  Roe  for  advancemetit 
in  his  grade  five  numbers,  to  take  rank  next  after  Lieutenant-Commander 
John  H.  Upshur,  for  distinguished  conduct  in  battle  in  command  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Sassaats  in  her  attack  on  and  attempt  to  run  down 
the  rebel  ironclad  ram  Albemarte  on  the  5th  of  May,  1864. 

I  also  recommend  that  First  Assistant  Engineer  James  M,  Hobby  be 
advanced  thirty  numl)ers  in  his  grade  for  distinguished  conduct  in  battle 
and  extraordinary  heroism,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  Lieutenant -Com- 
mander Francis  A.  R*>e,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Sassaeus 
in  her  action  with  the  rebel  ram  Aibcmarle  on  the  5th  May,  1864, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


r<M^ 


Washington,  May  24.,  i8i 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yester- 
day on  the  subject  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  4th  of  last  month  relative 
to  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>^  of  State,  to  whom  the 
resolution  was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  May  28,  1S64, 
To  the  Setiate  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  25th  instant,  relating  to 
Mexican  affairs,  I  transmit  a  partial  rep<jrt  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  this  date,  with  the  papers  therein  mentioned, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 
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Washington,  May  ji,  M'd/. 
71?  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resoUition  of  the  28th 
instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State,  with  accompanying  doc- 


uments. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C.,/une  8,  1S64, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  Confess,  a  letter 
and  inclostire  f  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  my  concnrreuce  in  the 
recommendation  therein  made.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, ///if<r  /j,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  th^  United  States: 

In  compUance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  of  March, 
1864,  T  transmit  herewith  a  report  frotn  the  Secretarj^  of  War  in  the  case 
of  William  Yokum,  with  accompanying  pafjers, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington, /«ii^  ij,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  consideration  with  a  view^  to  ratification,  a 
convention  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Colom- 
liian  States,  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  contracting  powers  on 
the  loth  Februar>'  last,  providing  for  a  revival  of  the  joint  commission  on 
claims  under  the  convention  of  loth  September,  1857,  wath  New  Granada. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  June  18,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  United  States: 

In  further  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  whether  the  President  '*has,  and  when,  authorized  a 
person  alleged  to  have  committed  a  crime  against  Spain  or  any  of  its  de- 
pendencies  to  be  delivered  up  to  officers  of  that  Government,  and  whether 
such  delivery  was  had,  and,  if  so,  under  what  authority  of  law  or  of  treaty 
it  was  done/'  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  loth  instant  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  the  acting  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Havana, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*Relslinf(  to  the  delivery  of  n  person  charged  with  cHme  against  Spain  to  the  officers  of  thai 
r,fn'cmmetit 

t  Report  from  the  Provodt-Horahal-Geiieral.  ^howln;;  the  result  of  the  draft  to  fiH  a  deficirncy  lo 
the  quotas  of  certain  Siatca.  and  recommending  a  repeal  of  the  clause  iu  Uie  euroIlmcDt  act  com 
monly  koiowu  aa  the  three- huadred-doUar  clause. 
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Executive  Mansion.  June  21,  186^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action 
thereon,  the  articles  of  agreement  and  convention  made  and  concluded 
at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  15th  instant  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Delaware  Indians  of  Kansas,  referred  to  in  the  accompanying 
communication  of  the  present  date  from  the  Secretar>-  of  the  Interior. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  24,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  and  concluded  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  i  ith  day 
of  June,  1864,  by  and  between  William  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  and  Hiram  W.  Famsworth,  United  States  Indian  agent,  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of 
the  Kansas  tribe  of  Indians. 

A  communication  of  the  Secretar>*  of  the  Interior  of  the  i8th  instant, 
with  a  copy  of  report  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  13th  in- 
stant,  accompany  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  June  28,  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  instant,  request- 
ing information  in  regard  to  the  alleged  enlistment  in  foreign  countries 
of  recruits  for  the  military  and  naval  ser\nce  of  the  United  States,  I  trans- 
mit reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  ' 
respectively.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington. /«/;/«'  28,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i6th  of  last 
month,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  maltreatment  of  passen- 
gers and  seamen  on  board  ships  plying  l^etween  New  York  and  Aspinwall, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution 
was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, ////r  2,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  ultimo,  requesting 

information  upon  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade,  I  transmit  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


Abraham  Lmcmi 
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PROCLAMATIONS. 


Br  THK  Pkbsident  of  the  United  Statks  op  America, 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  is  provided 
that  the  President '  *  shall  have  ix>wer  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for 
offenses  against  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment;  "  and 

Whereiis  a  reljellion  now  exists  whereby  the  loyal  State  governments 
of  several  States  have  for  a  long  time  been  subverted,  and  many  per* 
aoiis  have  committed  and  are  now  guilty  of  treason  against  the  United 
States;  and 

Whereas,  with  reference  to  said  rebellion  and  treason,  laws  have  lieeu 
enacted  by  Congress  declaring  forfeitures  and  confiscation  of  property 
and  liberation  of  slaves,  all  uptm  terms  and  conditions  therein  stated,  and 
also  declaring  that  tlie  President  was  thereby  authorized  at  any  time 
thereafter,  by  proclamation,  to  extend  to  persons  who  may  have  partici- 
pated in  the  existing  rebellion  in  any  State  or  part  thereof  pardon  and 
amnesty,  with  sucli  exceptions  and  at  such  times  and  on  such  conditions 
as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  public  welfare:  a^^d 

Whereas  the  Congressional  declaration  for  limited  and  conditional  par* 
don  accords  with  well-establislied  judicial  exposition  of  the  pardoning 
fxiwer;  and 

Whereas,  with  reference  to  said  rebellion,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  issued  several  proclamations  with  pro\nsions  in  regard  to  the 
liberation  of  slaves;  and 

Whereas  it  is  now  desired  by  some  persons  heretofore  engaged  in  said 
rebellion  to  resume  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States  and  to  reinaugu- 
rate  loyal  State  goveniments  within  and  for  their  respective  States: 

Therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincohi,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  pro- 
claim, declare,  and  make  known  to  all  persons  who  have,  directly  or  by 
imphcation,  participated  in  the  existing  rebellion,  except  as  hereinafter 
excepted,  that  a  fnll  pardon  is  hereby  granted  to  them  and  each  of  them, 
with  restoration  of  all  rights  of  property,  except  as  to  slav^  and  in 
property  cases  where  rights  of  third  parties  shall  have  inten^ened,  and 
upon  the  condition  that  every  such  ix^rson  shall  take  and  subscribe  an 
oath  and  thenceforward  keep  and  maintain  said  oath  inviolate,  and 
wliich  oath  shall  be  registered  for  pem)anent  preservation  and  shall  be 
of  the  tenor  and  effect  following,  to  wit: 


I, 


-,  do  solemnly  swear,  in   presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will 


henceforth  faithfully  stipport,  prottjct,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stalest  and  tlie  Union  of  tlie  States  thereunder;  and  tliat  I  will  in  like  manner  abide 
by  and  faithfully  support  all  acts  of  Congress  passed  during  Uie  exristing  rebellion 
with  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as  not  repealed,  modified,  or  held  void 
by  Congress  or  by  decision  of  liie  Supreme  Court;  and  that  1  -wVH  Vn  Vi^'t  ToosMCvtwat 
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abide  by  ami  faithfully  support  all  proclamations  of  tlie  Presirlent  made  dtiring  tnc 
existing  rebellion  having  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as  not  modified  or 
declared  void  by  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.     So  help  me  God. 

The  persons  excepted  from  the  1)eiiefits  of  the  foregoinj^  pro\nsions  are 
all  who  are  or  shall  have  been  ci\al  or  diplomatic  ofBcers  or  agents  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  Government;  all  who  have  left  judicial  stations 
tinder  the  United  States  to  aid  the  rebellion;  all  who  are  or  shall  have 
been  iniUtar}^  or  naval  officers  of  said  so-callecl  Confederate  Goveniment 
above  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  army  or  of  lieutenant  in  the  nav>^;  all 
who  left  seats  in  the  United  States  Congress  to  aid  the  relxfllion ;  all  who 
resig^ned  commissions  in  the  Army  or  Na\^  of  the  United  States  and 
afterwards  aided  the  rel^elhon;  and  all  w^ho  have  engaged  in  any  ivay  in 
treating  coloretl  persons,  or  white  persons  in  charge  of  such,  otherwise 
tlian  law  fully  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  which  persons  may  have  been  found 
in  the  United  States  service  as  soldiers,  seamen,  or  in  any  other  capacity. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  whenever; 
in  any  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Ten- 
nessee, Alalmma,  Georgia,  Florida,  South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina, 
a  number  of  jsersons,  not  less  than  one- tenth  in  niunl>er  of  the  votes  cast 
in  such  State  at  the  Presidential  electioti  of  the  year  A.  D.  1 860,  each 
having  taken  the  oath  aforesaid »  and  not  ha\4ng  since  \aolated  it,  and 
being  a  qualified  voter  by  the  election  law^  of  the  State  existing  immedi- 
ately before  the  so-called  act  of  secession,  and  excluding  all  others,  shall 
reestablish  a  State  government  w^hich  shall  be  republican  and  in  nowise 
contrax^ening  said  oath,  such  shall  be  recognized  as  the  true  goveniment 
of  the  State,  and  the  State  shall  receive  thereutider  the  lienefits  of  the 
constitutional  provision  which  declares  that  "the  United  States  shall 
guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  govertnnent 
and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and,  on  appOcation  of 
the  legislature,  or  the  executive  (%vhen  the  legislature  can  not  be  con- 
vened),  against  domestic  violence/' 

And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  know^n  that  any  pro- 
vision wdiich  may  be  adopted  by  .such  State  government  in  relation  to 
the  freed  people  of  such  State  wdiich  shall  recognize  and  declare  their 
permanent  freedom,  provide  for  their  education,  and  wdiich  may  yet  be 
consistent  as  a  temporary  arrangement  wnth  their  present  condition  as 
a  laboring,  landless,  and  homeless  class,  wiU  not  l^e  objected  to  by  the 
National  Executive. 

And  it  is  suggested  as  not  improper  that  in  constructing  a  loyal  State 
government  in  any  State  the  name  of  the  State,  the  l>oundary,  the  subdi- 
visions, the  constitution,  and  the  general  code  of  law^s  as  before  the  rebel- 
lion be  maintained,  subject  only  to  the  modifications  made  necessary  by 
the  conditions  hereinbefore  stated,  and  such  others,  if  any,  not  contra- 
vetiing  said  conditions  and  w^hich  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  those 
f rawing  the  new  State  government. 
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To  avoid  misunderstanding,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that  this  procla- 
mation, so  far  as  it  relates  to  State  governments,  has  no  reference  to 
States  wherein  loyal  State  goveninients  have  all  the  while  been  main- 
tained. And  for  the  same  reason  it  may  l>e  proper  to  further  say  that 
whether  nieml:>ers  sent  to  Congress  from  any  State  shall  be  admitted  to 
seats  constitutionally  rests  exclusively  with  the  respective  Houses,  and 
not  to  any  extent  with  the  Executive.  And,  still  further ^  that  tliis  proc- 
lamation is  intended  to  present  the  people  of  the  States  wherein  the 
national  authority  has  been  suspended  and  loyal  State  governments  have 
been  subverted  a  mode  in  and  by  which  the  national  authority  and  loyal 
State  governments  may  be  reestablished  within  said  States  or  in  any  of 
them;  and  while  the  mode  presented  is  the  best  the  Executive  can  sug- 
gest, with  his  present  impressions,  it  must  not  be  understood  that  no 
other  possible  mode  would  l>e  acceptable. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  8th  day  of  De- 
r  -|     cember,  A.  D.  1H63,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America  the  eighty*eighth. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

Wii^LiAM  H,  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State, 


BV  THE   PrKSIDRNT  OF  THB   UNITED   STATES   OF   AMERICA. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  24th  of 
May,  1828,  entitled  '*An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  con- 
cerning discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost '  and  to  equalize  the 
duties  on  Prussian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  "it  is  provided  that  upon 
satisfactor>'  evidence  Ix^iug  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  the  government  of  any  foreign  nation  that  no  discriminating  duties 
of  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed  or  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  said  nation 
upon  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  upon 
the  produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise  imported  iu  the  same  from  the 
United  States  or  from  any  foreign  country,  the  President  is  thereby 
authorized  to  issue  Iiis  proclamation  declaring  that  the  foreign  discrimi- 
nating duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  witliin  the  United  States  are  and 
shall  be  suspended  and  discontinued  so  far  as  respects  the  veSvSels  of  the 
said  foreign  nation  and  the  produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  \\\  the  same  from  the  said  foreign  nation 
or  from  any  other  foreign  countr>\  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect 
from  the  time  of  such  notification  being  given  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  to  continue  so  long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of 
vessels  l>elonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their  cargoes,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  continued,  and  no  longer;  and 

Whereas  satisfactory  e\idence  has  lately  been  received  by  me  thro* 
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an  official  conmiumcation  of  Sefior  Don  Luis  Molina,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary^  of  the  Republic  of  Nicaragua,  under 
date  of  the  28th  of  November,  1863,  that  no  other  or  higher  duties  of 
tonnage  and  impost  have  been  imposed  or  levied  since  the  2d  day  of 
August,  1838,  in  the  ports  of  Nicaragua  upon  vessels  wholly  belonging 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  upon  the  produce*  manufactures,  or 
merchandise  imported  in  the  same  from  the  United  States  and  from  any 
foreign  country  whatever  than  are  le\4ed  on  Nicaraguan  ships  and  their 
cargoes  in  the  same  ports  under  tike  circumstances: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  do  hereby  declare  aud  proclaim  that  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  within  the 
LTnited  States  are  and  shall  be  suspended  and  discontinued  so  far  as 
respects  the  vessels  of  Nicaragua  and  the  produce,  manufactures,  and 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  same  from  the  do- 
minions  of  Nicaragua  and  from  any  other  foreign  country  whatever,  the 
said  suspension  to  take  effect  from  the  day  above  mentioned  and  to  con- 
tinue thenceforward  so  long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  and  the  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  dominions  of  Nicaragua  in  the  same,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  continued  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Nicaragua. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  i6th  day  of 
December,  A.  D,  1863,  and  the  eighty-eighth  of  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  United  States. 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[seal.] 


Bv  THE  President  of  thk  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION, 


WTiereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  April,  1861,  the  ports  of 
the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia ^  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas  were,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth,  placed  unde 
blockade;  and 

Whereas  the  port  of  Brownsville,  in  the  district  of  Brazos  Santiago, 
in  the  State  of  Texas,  has  since  been  blockaded,  but  as  the  blockade  of 
said  port  may  no%v  lie  safely  relaxed  with  advantage  to  the  interests 
of  commerce: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  13th  of  July,  r86[,  entitled 
err  farther  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
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for  other  purposes,* '  do  hereby  declare  tliat  the  blockade  of  the  said  port 
of  Bro\%'ns\dlle  shall  so  far  cease  atid  determine  from  and  after  this  date 
that  commercial  intercourse  with  said  port,  except  as  to  persons,  things, 
and  information  hereinafter  specified,  may  froni  this  date  be  carried  on 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>%  and,  until  the  rebellion  shall  have 
been  suppressed,  to  such  orders  as  may  be  promulgated  by  the  general 
commanding  the  department  or  by  an  officer  duly  authorized  by  him 
and  commanding  at  said  port.  This  proclamation  does  not  authorize  or 
allow  the  shipment  or  conveyance  of  persons  in  or  intending  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  insurgents,  or  of  things  or  information  intended  for  their 
use  or  for  their  aid  or  comfort,  nor,  except  upon  the  permission  of  the 
Secretar>^  of  War  or  of  some  officer  duh^  authorized  by  him,  of  the  fol- 
lowing prohibited  articles,  namely:  Cannon,  mortars,  firearms,  pistols, 
I  bombs,  grenades,  pow^der,  saltpeter,  sulphur,  balls,  bullets,  pikes,  sw^ords, 
boarding  caps  ( always  excepting  the  quantity  of  the  said  articles  which 
may  be  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  ship  and  those  who  compose  the 
I  crew),  saddles,  bridles,  cartridge-bag  material,  percussion  and  other  caps, 
clothing  adapted  for  uniforms,  sailcloth  of  all  kinds,  hemp  and  cordage, 
intoxicating  drinks  other  than  beer  and  hght  native  wines* 

To  vessels  clearing  from  foreign  ports  and  destined  to  the  port  of 
Brow^nsville,  opened  by  this  proclamation,  licenses  will  be  granted  by 
consuls  of  the  United  States  upon  satisfactory  e\ridence  that  the  vessel 
so  licensed  wiU  convey  no  persons,  property,  or  information  excepted  or 
^prohibited  alx>ve  either  to  or  from  the  said  port,  which  licenses  shall 
be  exhibited  to  the  collector  of  Siiid  port  immediately  on  arrival,  and,  if 
required,  to  any  officer  in  charge  of  the  blockade;  and  on  leaving  said 
port  every  vessel  will  be  required  to  have  a  clearance  from  the  collector 
of  the  customs,  according  to  law,  showing  no  violation  of  the  conditions  of 
the  license.  Any  violations  of  said  conditions  wdll  involve  the  forfei- 
ture and  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  and  the  exclusion  of  all 
parties  concerned  from  any  further  privilege  of  entering  the  United  States 
during  the  war  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

In  all  respects  except  as  herein  specified  the  existing  blockade  remains 
in  full  force  and  effect  as  hitherto  established  and  maintained,  nor  is  it 
relaxed  by  this  proclamation  except  in  regard  to  the  port  to  which  relax- 
ation is  or  has  been  expressly  applied. 

In  witness  w^hereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  iSth  day  of  February, 
A*  D,  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-eighth. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLtiAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


[seal,] 
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By  THK   pRESroEKT  OF  THK   UNITED  StATBS  OF  AMERICA. 
A  PROCLABtATION. 

Whereas  it  has  become  necessar>*  to  define  the  cases  in  which  insurg^ent 
enemies  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  which  was  made  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1863, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  proceed  to  avail  themselves  of  those 
benefits;  and 

Whereas  the  objects  of  that  proclamation  were  to  suppress  the  insur- 
rection and  to  restore  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and 

\Miereas  the  amnesty  therein  proposed  by  the  President  was  off^ed 
with  reference  to  these  objects  alone: 

Noia%  therefore.  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  said  proclamation  does  not  apply 
to  the  cases  of  persons  who  at  the  time  when  they  seek  to  obtain  the 
benefits  thereof  by  taking  the  oath  thereby  prescribed  are  in  military, 
naval,  or  ciinl  confinement  or  custody,  or  under  bonds »  or  on  parole  of 
the  ci\nl,  military,  or  naval  authorities  or  agents  of  the  United  States 
as  prisoners  of  war,  or  persons  detained  for  offenses  of  any  kind,  either 
before  or  after  convnction,  and  that,  on  the  contrar>',  it  does  apply  only 
to  those  persons  who,  being  yet  at  large  and  free  from  any  arrest,  con- 
finement, or  duress,  shall  voluntarily  come  forward  and  take  the  said 
oath  with  the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  establishing  the  national 
authority.  Prisoners  excluded  from  the  amnesty  offered  in  the  said  proc- 
lamation may  apply  to  the  President  for  clemency,  like  all  other  offenders, 
and  their  applications  will  receive  due  consideration. 

I  do  further  declare  and  proclaim  that  tlie  oath  prescribed  in  the  afore- 
said proclamation  of  the  8th  of  December,  1863,  may  be  taken  and  sub- 
scribed l^efore  any  commissioned  officer,  d\dl,  military,  or  naval,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  or  any  civil  or  militar>^  officer  of  a  State  or 
Territory  not  in  insurrection  who  by  the  laws  thereof  may  be  qualified 
for  administering  oaths.  All  officers  who  receive  such  oaths  are  hereby 
authorized  to  give  certificates  thereon  to  the  persons  respectively  by 
whom  they  are  made,  and  such  officers  are  hereby  required  to  transmit 
the  original  records  of  such  oaths  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  convenient 
to  the  Department  of  State,  where  they  will  be  deposited  and  remain  in 
the  archives  of  the  Government.  The  Secretary'  of  State  will  keep  a 
register  thercnuf,  and  will  on  application,  in  proper  cases,  issue  certificates 
of  such  records  in  the  customary  form  of  official  certificates. 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  26th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-eighth.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN, 

By  the  President: 

WiXJUAM  H,  Seward,  Secretary  0/  State, 


[seal.] 
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Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  all  whom  il  may  concern: 

All  exequatur  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  May,  1850,  having  been  issued 
to  Charles  Hunt,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  recognizing  him  as  con- 
sul of  Belgium  for  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  declaring  him  free  to  exercise 
and  enjoy  such  functions,  powers,  atid  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  the 
consuls  of  the  most  favored  nations  in  the  United  States,  and  the  said 
Hunt  havdug  sought  to  screen  himself  from  his  tuilitary  duty  to  his  coun- 
try in  consequence  of  thus  l>eing  invested  with  the  consular  functions  of 
a  foreign  jx^wer  in  the  United  States,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  the  said 
Charles  Hunt  should  no  longer  l>e  permitted  to  continue  in  the  exercise 
of  said  functions,  powers,  and  privnleges: 

These  are,  therefore,  to  declare  that  I  no  longer  recognize  the  said 
Charles  Hunt  as  consul  of  Belgium  for  St.  Louis,  Mo. ,  and  \v\\\  not  per- 
mit him  to  exercise  or  enjoy  any  of  the  functions,  powers,  or  privileges 
lallowed  to  consuls  of  that  nation,  and  that  I  do  hereby  wholly  revoke 
and  annul  the  said  exequatur  heretofore  given  and  do  declare  the  same 
to  be  absolutely  null  and  void  from  this  day  forward. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  !je  hereunto 
affixed, 

[sEAi,,]  Given  imder  my  hand,  at  Washington,  this  19th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty -eighth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  Stale, 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

WTiereas  by  a  proclamation  which  w^as  issued  on  the  15th  day  of  April, 
1 86 1,  the  President  of  the  United  States  announced  and  declared  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  had  been  for  some  time  pastj  and  then  were, 
opposed  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  in  certain  States  therein 
mentioned  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  l)e  suppressed  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals  by 
law;  and 

Whereas  immediately  after  the  issuing  of  the  said  proclamation  the  land 
and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  were  put  into  acti\4ty  to  suppress 
the  said  insurrection  and  rel>elhon;  and 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  ITnited  States  by  an  act  approvec* 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1863,  did  euact  that  during  the  said  rebeUioTk 
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President  of  the  United  States,  whene\^er  in  his  judgment  the  public' 
safety  may  require  it,  is  authomed  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  ^Tit 
of  habeas  corptis  in  any  case  throughout  the  United  States  or  in  any  part 

thereof;  and 

Whereas  the  said  insurrection  and  rebellion  still  continue,  endanger- 
ing the  existence  of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United 
States;  and 

Whereas  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States  are  now  actively  en- 
gaged in  suppressing  the  said  insurrection  and  rebellion  in  various  parts 
of  the  States  where  the  said  rebellion  has  been  successful  in  obstructing 
the  laws  and  public  aiitliorities,  especiall}^  in  the  States  of  \'irginia  and 
Georgia;  and 

Whereas  on  the  15th  day  of  September  last  the  President  of  the  United 
States  duly  issued  his  prtKlamatioii,  wherein  he  declared  that  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  should  be  suspended  throughout  the 
United  States  in  the  cases  where,  by  the  aiithority  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  niilitary,  tiaval,  and  civil  officers  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  hold  persons  under  their  command  or  in  their  custody, 
either  as  prisoners  of  war,  spies,  or  aiders  or  abettors  of  the  enemy,  or 
officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  enrolled  or  drafted  or  mustered  or  enlisted 
in  or  belonging  to  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  as 
deserters  therefrom,  or  otherti^ise  amenable  to  railitar>^  law  or  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war  or  the  rules  or  regulations  prescribed  for  the  military 
or  naval  services  by  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  for 
resisting  a  draft,  or  for  any  other  offense  against  the  military  or  naval 
service;  and 

Whereas  many  citizens  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  have  joined  the  forces 
of  the  insurgents,  and  such  insurgents  have  on  several  occasions  entered 
the  said  State  of  Kentucky  in  large  force,  and,  not  without  aid  and  com- 
fort furnished  by  disaffected  and  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  therein,  have  not  only  greatly  disturbed  the  public  peace,  but 
have  overborne  the  civil  authorities  and  made  flagrant  civil  war,  destroy- 
ing property  and  life  in  various  parts  of  that  State;  and 

Whereas  it  has  been  made  known  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  the  officers  commanding  the  national  armies  that  combinations  have 
been  formed  in  the  said  State  of  Kentucky  with  a  purpose  of  inciting 
rebel  forces  to  renew  the  said  operations  of  civil  war  within  the  said 
State  and  thereby  to  endjarrass  the  United  States  armies  now  operating 
in  the  said  States  of  Virginia  and  Georgia  and  even  to  endanger  their 
safety: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraliam  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 

by  \*irtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  do 

hereby  declare  that  in  my  judgment  the  public  safety  especially  requires 

that  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  so  pro- 

clajined  in  tba  said  proclamation  of  the  15th  of  September,  18631  be  made 
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effectual  and  l>e  duly  enforced  in  and  tliroughout  the  said  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  martial  law  be  for  the  present  established  therein.  I 
do  therefore  hereby  require  of  the  military  officers  in  the  said  State 
that  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  effectually  suspended 
within  the  said  State,  according  to  the  aforesaid  proclamation,  and  that 
martial  law  be  established  therein,  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  this 
proclamation,  the  said  suspension  and  estabUshment  of  martial  law  to 
continue  until  this  proclamation  shall  be  revoked  or  modified,  but  not 
beyond  the  period  when  the  said  rebelHou  shall  have  been  suppressed  or 
come  to  an  end.  And  1  do  liereby  require  and  command  as  well  all  mili- 
tar>"  officers  as  all  civil  officers  and  authorities  existing  or  found  within  the 
said  State  of  Kentucky  to  take  notice  of  this  proclamation  and  to  give 
full  effect  to  the  same. 

The  martial  law  herein  i>roclaimed  and  the  things  in  that  respect 
herein  ordered  will  not  l>e  deemed  or  taken  to  interfere  with  the  holding 
of  lawful  elections,  or  with  the  proceedings  of  the  constitutional  legis- 
lature of  Kentucky,  or  with  the  aduiinistratiou  of  justice  in  the  courts 
of  law  existing  therein  between  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  suits  or 
proceedings  wliicli  do  not  affect  the  militar>^  operations  or  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  Goveniment  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  5th  day  of  July,  A.  D* 
1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

°^^^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


[seal,] 


By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  at  their  last  session 
adopted  a  concurrent  resolution,  which  was  approved  on  the  2d  day  of 
July  instant  and  which  was  in  the  words  following,  namely: 

That  the  Preidrlent  of  die  United  Slates  be  requeste<^l  to  appoint  a  day  for  humili- 
aiioii  and  prayer  by  tlie  people  of  the  United  States;  that  be  request  his  coiisLitiitional 
advisers  at  the  head  of  tlie  Executive  Departments  to  unite  witli  him  as  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  nation,  at  the  city  of  W^ashiugton,  and  the  iTiemtx:rs  of  Congress,  and  all 
magistrates,  all  ci\Hl,  military,  and  naval  officers,  all  soldiers,  sailors,  aiid  marines, 
Uwiih  all  loyal  and  law-abiding  people,  to  convene  at  their  usual  places  of  worship,  or 
'wherever  tliey  tnay  be,  to  confess  and  to  repent  of  their  manifold  sins;  to  implore  the 
compassion  and  forgiveness  of  the  Ahuighty,  that,  if  consistent  with  His  will,  the  exist- 
ing rebellion  may  be  speedily  suppressed  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  may  be  established  throughout  all  the  States;  to  implc 
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Him,  as  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  World,  not  to  dstroy  us  as  a  people,  nor  suffer  us  to 

be  tleslrcjyed  by  the  hostility  or  connivatice  of  other  nations  or  by  obstinate  adhesion 
to  our  own  counsels,  which  may  be  in  conflict  with  His  eternal  purposes,  and  to  im- 
plore Him  to  enlighten  the  mind  of  the  nation  to  know  and  lio  His  will,  humbly 
believing  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  His  will  that  our  place  should  be  maintained 
as  a  united  people  among  the  family  of  nations;  to  implore  Him  to  grant  to  our 
armed  defenders  and  the  masses  of  the  people  that  courage,  power  of  resistance,  and 
endurance  necessary'  to  secure  that  result;  to  implore  Him  in  His  infinite  goodness 
to  soften  the  hearts,  enlighten  the  minds,  and  quicken  the  consciences  of  tliose  in 
rebellion,  iliat  they  may  lay  down  their  arms  and  speedily  return  to  their  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  that  thej'  may  not  be  utterly  de^tro^'ed,  that  the  effusion  of 
blood  may  be  stayed,  and  that  unity  and  fraternity  may  be  restoi:ed  and  peace  estab- 
lished throughout  all  our  borders: 

Now,  therefore*  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
cordially  concurring  with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  the  peni- 
tential and  pious  sentinieuts  expressed  in  the  aforesaid  resolution  and 
heartily  approving  of  the  devotional  design  and  purpose  thereof,  do 
hereby  appoint  the  first  Thursday  of  August  next  to  be  obser\'ed  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States  as  a  day  of  national  humiliation  and  prayer. 
I  do  hereby  further  in\4te  and  request  the  heads  of  the  Executive 
Departments  of  this  Government,  together  with  all  legislators,  all  judges j 
and  magistrates,  and  all  other  persons  exercising  authority  in  the  land,i 
whether  civil,  military,  or  na\'al.  and  all  sokhers,  seamen,  and  marines 
iu  the  national  service,  and  all  the  other  loyal  and  law-abiding  people  of 
the  Ihiited  States,  to  assemble  in  their  preferred  places  of  public  worship 
nil  that  day,  and  there  and  then  to  render  to  the  almighty  and  merciful 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  such  homages  and  such  confessions  and  to  offer  to 
Him  such  supplications  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  iu 
their  aforesaid  resolution  so  solemnly,  so  earnestly;  and  so  reverently 
reconinieuded. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  7th  day  of  July,  A.  D, 
1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
ninth. 


[seal.] 


By  the  President: 

William  H,  Skward» 

Secretary  of  State, 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


By  the  P»bsident  of  the  United  States. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  at  the  late  session  Cougfress  passed  a  bill  '  *  to  guarantee  to  cer- 
tain States  whose  goveniments  have  been  usurped  or  overthrown  a  repub- 
lican form  of  govenunent/*  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed;  and 

Whereas  the  said  bill  was  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
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I        States  for  his  approval  less  than  one  hour  before  the  sine  die  adjoiim- 
I        ment  of  said  session,  and  was  not  signed  by  him;  and 

Whereas  the  said  bill  contains,  among  other  things,  a  plan  for  restoring 
the  States  in  rebellion  to  their  proper  practical  relation  in  the  Union, 
which  plan  expresses  the  sense  of  Congress  uix)n  that  subject,  and  which 
plan  it  is  now*  thought  fit  to  lay  l>efore  the  people  for  their  consideration: 

Now%  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  w^hile  I  am  (as  I  w^as  in 
December  last,  \vhen,  by  proclamation,  I  propounded  a  plan  for  restora- 
tion)  unprepared  by  a  formal  approval  of  this  bill  to  be  inflexibly  com- 
mitted to  any  single  plan  of  restoration,  and  while  I  am  also  unprepared 
to  declare  that  the  free  State  constitutions  and  governments  already 
adopted  and  installed  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  shall  be  set  aside  and 
held  for  naught,  thereby  repelling  and  discouraging  the  loyal  citizens  who 
have  set  up  the  same  as  to  further  effort,  or  to  declare  a  constitutional 
competency  in  Congress  to  abolish  slaver\'  in  States,  but  am  at  the  same 
time  sincerely  hoping  and  expecting  that  a  constitutional  amendment 
abolishing  slavery  throughout  the  nation  may  be  adopted,  nevertheless 
I  am  fully  satisfied  with  the  system  for  restoration  contained  in  the  bill 
as  one  very  proper  plan  for  the  loyal  people  of  any  State  choosing  to 
adopt  it,  and  that  I  am  and  at  all  times  shall  be  prepared  to  give  the 
Executive  aid  and  assistance  to  any  such  people  so  soon  as  the  militar>' 
resistance  to  the  United  States  shall  have  been  suppressed  in  any  such 
State  and  the  people  thereof  sliall  have  sufficiently  retunied  to  their 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
cases  militar>^  governors  wnll  be  appointed  with  directions  to  proceed 
according  to  the  bill. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  -.         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  8th  day  of  July,  A.  D, 

«  '       1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

"  °^^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 
K  William  H,  Skw^ard, 

■  Secretary  of  State, 

[n,  R.  244,  Thirty-eisrhth  Ctjnjjrrcss.  first  sesskni,] 

AN  ACT  to  guanintcc  to  ccrtaiu  BtatcR  whose  governments  have  been  usurped  or  overthrown  a 

■  repuMtcan  form  of  gcrveroment. 

Bi'  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  0/  Ref>rtsentatntes  0/  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  Tliat  in  the  States  declared  in  rebellion  aj^ainst  the 
rriilecl  States  the  President  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
aj>potnt  for  each  a  provisional  ji^vemor,  whose  pay  and  emoluments  shall  not  exceed 
that  of  a  brigadier-general  of  voUmteers,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  civil  admin- 
istration of  such  State  until  a  State  goveninieut  tliercin  shall  be  recognized  as  here- 
inafter provided. 
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Sec  2.  And  ht  HfmwiiurefHuUi, 
United  SUtes  ili«ll  hsw 
shall  have  raffickna j  letaCTcd  10 
of  the  United  States  the  pfxwaMwn 
States,  as  9peedt}  J  aa  may  be,  to 
all  white  male  citizetia  of  the  Uixited 
ccnujties,  aod  to  reqttest  each  one  to  take  the  ob0i  to  MippiMi  the  Cottaftiimiop  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  his  ouoIlBaeiit  to  des^gaaie  Aoae  who  take  and  those  idK» 
leluse  to  take  that  o«th,  which  roQa  shall  be  fortfawith  letnmed  to  the  pnyriskmal 
governor;  and  if  the  pefions  taking  that  oath  shall  amognt  to  a  najoritj  of  the  per* 
sons  enrolled  in  the  State,  be  shall,  bf  pradaaaatiao,  ioTke  the  loyal  people  of  the 
Slate  to  elect  det^:ates  to  a  convention  chuged  lo  declaie  the  will  of  the  people  of 
the  Sta.te  relative  to  the  leestablishinent  of  a  Slate  govccBBKMt,  anbjeci  to  and  in 
conlormity  with  the  Coostxtotion  of  the  United  States. 

Sac  3.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  ootiventkMi  shall  ooosist  of  as  many 
mcmbera  as  both  honaes  of  the  last  ooosdtntiona]  State  legisUtnre,  apportioned  by 
the  ppcmnooal  governor  amooi^  the  eonnties,  pamhes,  or  districts  of  the  State*  in 
proportion  to  the  white  popolatioo  felnmed  as  electors  by  the  marshal  in  compli- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  provisional  governor  shall,  by  proclama- 
tion, declare  the  nnmber  of  delegates  to  be  elected  by  each  county,  parish,  or  election 
diatjict;  name  a  day  of  election  not  less  than  thirty  days  thereafter;  designate  the 
places  of  voting  in  each  county,  parish,  or  district,  conforming  as  nearly  as  may  be 
convenient  to  the  places  used  in  the  State  elections  next  preceding  the  rebellion; 
appoint  one  or  more  commissioners  to  hold  the  election  at  each  place  of  voting,  and 
provide  an  adequate  force  to  keep  the  peace  during  the  election. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  iijnriher  enacted.  That  the  delegates  shall  be  elected  by  the  loyal 
white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  the  age  of  21  years,  and  resident  at  the 
time  in  the  county,  parish,  or  district  in  which  they  shall  offer  to  vote,  and  enrolled 
as  aforesaid,  or  absent  in  the  military  s^^-ice  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  take 
and  sabscribe  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  in  the  form  contained  in  the 
act  of  Congress  of  July  2, 1862;  and  all  such  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  are 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  shall  vote  at  the  headquarters  of  their 
respective  commands,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  provisioiial 
governor  for  the  taking  and  return  of  their  voles;  but  no  person  who  has  held  or 
exercised  any  office,  civil  or  military »  State  or  Confederate,  under  the  rebel  usurpa- 
tion, or  who  has  voluntarily  bonie  arms  against  the  Utdted  States,  shaU  vote  or  be 
cltgiHle  to  be  elected  a^  delegate  at  such  election. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  isaid  commissioners,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  hold  the  election  in  conformity  ^ith  this  act,  and,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent 
therewith,  shall  procectl  in  the  manner  used  in  the  State  prior  to  the  rebellion.  The 
oatli  of  allegiance  shall  Ije  taken  and  subscribed  on  the  poll  book  by  every  voter  in 
the  fonn  alxjvu  prescribed,  but  ever>*  person  known  by  or  proved  to  the  commissioners 
to  have  field  or  exercised  any  ofSce,  civil  or  mililar)\  State  or  Confederate,  imder  the 
rcl>el  usurpation,  or  to  have  voluntarily  borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  sliall 
Ih!  exchidetl  though  he  offer  to  take  the  oatli;  and  in  case  any  person  who  shall  have 
Wme  arms  against  the  Ignited  States  shall  offer  to  vote,  he  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  iKjrne  arms  voluntarily  unless  he  shall  prove  the  contrarj*  by  the  testimony  of 
n  qualified  voter.  The  pull  Ijook,  showing  the  name  and  oath  of  eacli  voter,  shall  be 
returned  to  the  provisional  governor  by  the  commissioners  of  election,  or  tlie  one  act- 
ing, and  the  provisional  governor  shall  canvass  such  returns  and  declare  the  person 
having  the  highest  inmiher  of  votes  elected. 

Sicc.  6.  And  tte  it  further  enacted.  That  the  provisional  governor  shall,  by  procla- 
mation, convene  tlie  delegates  elected  as  aforesaid  at  the  capital  of  the  State  on  a 
day  not  more  than  three  months  after  the  election,  giving  at  least  thirty  days*  notion 
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of  such  day*  In  case  the  said  capital  shall  in  his  judgment  l>e  unfits  he  shall  iu  his 
proclainiition  appoint  another  place.  He  shall  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
convention  and  administer  to  each  dele^te,  l>efore  taking  his  seat  in  tlie  convention, 
the  oath  of  alleg^iance  to  the  United  States  in  the  fonn  above  prescribed. 

Sec.  7»  And  he  it  further  enaiied,  That  the  convention  shall  declare  on  behalf  of 
the  people  of  the  State  tlieir  suhniisi^ion  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Unitefl 
States,  and  shall  adopt  the  foUowi  iig  provisions*  hereby  prescribed  by  the  I'nited  States 
in  the  execution  of  the  constitutional  duty  to  guarantee  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment  to  e^*ery  State,  and  iucoqjorate  tlieni  in  the  constitution  of  the  State;  tliiit  is 
to  say: 

First*  No  person  who  has  held  or  exercisefl  any  office,  civil  or  military  (except 
offices  merely  ministerial  and  military'  offices  below  the  grade  of  coloneli,  State  or 
Confederate,  under  the  usurping  power,  shall  \otc  for  or  lie  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature or  governor. 

Second.  Involuntary  servitude  is  forever  prohibited,  and  the  freedom  of  all  persons 
is  guaranteed  in  said  State, 

Third.  No  debt»  State  or  Confederate,  created  by  or  under  the  sanction  of  the 
usurping  power  shall  be  recognized  or  paid  b)'  the  State. 

Sec.  8.  Ami  be  ii further  enacted.  That  when  the  convention  shall  have  adopted 
those  provisions  it  shal!  proceed!  to  reestablish  a  republican  fonn  of  government 
and  ordairi  a  constitution  containing  those  provisions,  which » when  atloptefl.the  con- 
vention shall  by  ordinance  provide  for  subniitting  to  tlic  people  of  the  State  entitled 
to  vote  under  this  law ,  at  an  election  to  be  held  iu  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act 
for  the  election  of  delegates,  but  at  a  time  and  place  nanjed  by  the  convention^at 
which  election  the  said  electors,  and  none  others,  shall  vote  directly  for  or  against 
such  constitution  and  form  of  State  government.     And  the  returns  of  said  election 

lall  1k^  made  to  the  provisional  governor,  who  shall  canvass  the  same  in  the  pres- 

icc  of  the  electors,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  1ml*  for  the  constitution 
and  fonn  of  government,  he  shall  certify  the  same,  with  a  copy  thereof,  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  who,  after  obtaining  the  assent  of  Congress,  shall,  by 
proclamation,  recognize  the  gfivermnent  so  established,  and  none  other,  as  the  con- 
stitutional government  of  llie  State;  and  from  the  date  of  such  recognition,  and  not 
before,  Senators  and  Representatives  and  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President 
may  be  elected  in  such  SUite,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  and  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it fmiher  enacted.  That  if  tlie  convention  shall  refuse  to  reestal>- 
lish  the  State  government  on  tlie  conditiuns  aforesaid  the  provisional  governor  shall 
declare  it  dissoh^ed;  but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  whenever  he  shall  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a  sufhcient  nuuibcT  of  the  people  of  the  State  entitled  to  vote 
under  this  act,  in  numlnfr  nut  less  than  a  majority  of  tliose  enrolled  as  aforesaid,  are 
willing  to  reestablish  a  State  government  on  the  contlitions  aforesaid,  to  direct  the 
provisional  governor  to  order  another  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  for  the 
purpose  and  in  the  manner  prescril>ed  iu  this  act,  and  to  proceed  in  all  respects  as 
hereinbefore  pro\  ided,  eitlier  to  dissolve  the  convention  or  to  certify  the  State  gov- 
ernment reestablished  by  it  to  the  President. 

SKC.  10.  And  be  it  fttriher  enacted.  That  until  tlie  United  States  shall  have  recog- 
nized a  republican  form  of  State  government  the  provisional  governor  in  each  of 
said  States  shall  see  tliat  tliis  act  anil  the  laws  of  the  United  States  .ind  the  law*s 

the  State  in  force  when  the  State  government  was  overthrown  by  the  rebellion 
faithfully  executed  w^ithin  the  State;  but  no  law  or  usage  whereby  any  person 
was  heretofore  held  in  involuntary  servitude  shall  be  recognized  or  enforced  by  any 
court  or  officer  iu  such  State;  and  the  laws  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  white  per- 
sons shall  extend  to  all  pcrstJiis.  and  jurors  shall  have  the  qualifications  of  voters 
under  this  law  for  delegates  to  the  convention.  The  President  shall  appoint  such 
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officer  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the  State  when  its  government  was  overthrown  as 
he  may  find  necessarj^  tu  Uie  civil  adiiiiiiislralioii  €»f  the  State,  all  which  officers  sliall 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  fees  tind  emolmneiiti;  provitled  hy  tbr  State  htws  for  such 
officers. 

She.  II.  And  be  it  further  tnacitd.  That  until  the  recognition  of  a  State  govem- 
jnenl  as  aforesaid  the  provisional  governor  shall »  under  such  regulations  as  he  may 
prescribe^  cause  to  he  assessed,  levied,  and  collected,  for  the  year  1H64  and  evcrj^ 
year  thereafter,  the  taxes  provided  hy  the  laws  of  such  State  to  he  levied  during  the 
fiscal  year  precctling  the  overthrow  of  tlie  State  government  thereof,  in  the  manner 
prescribe^!  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  ai*  nearly  as  may  be;  and  tlie  officers  appoiiiie*! 
as  aforesaid  are  vetited  with  all  powers  of  levying  and  collecting  such  taxes,  by  dis- 
tress f»r  sale,  as  were  vested  in  any  officers  or  tribunal  of  the  State  government  afore- 
said for  those  pnrj>osL's.  The  pnjfceeds  of  such  taxes  shall  l>e  accoiiiited  for  to  the 
provisional  governor  and  be  by  him  ii]iplied  to  the  expenses  of  the  adniinislration 
of  the  laws  in  such  State,  subject  to  the  direction  L>f  the  President,  and  the  surplus 
shall  be  ileposited  in  the  Treasury  of  tlie  Unite<l  States  to  the  credit  of  such  Stale, 
to  Ije  paid  to  the  State  upon  an  appropriation  therefor  to  be  made  when  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  shall  l)e  recognized  therein  by  the  United  States. 

Skc.  12.  A-^nJ  he  ii jtirtkcr  ettactt^d ,  That  all  (persons  held  lo  involuntary  sen'itudc 
or  labor  in  the  States  aforesaid  are  hereby  emancipated  and  discharge<l  therefrom, 
and  tliev  and  their  posterity  shall  be  forever  free.  And  if  any  such  pers*>ns  or  their 
p.>sterity  shall  be  restrained  i>f  liTierty  iitider  jiretense  of  any  claim  to  such  ser\dce 
or  labor,  the  courts  of  the  1/nited  States  shall,  on  habeas  corpus y  discharge  them. 

Skc.  13.  And  he  ii/urihrr  enacted.  That  if  any  person  declared  free  by  tliis  act, 
or  ajiy  law  of  the  riiiteil  States  or  any  proclamation  of  the  lYesident,  be  restrained 
of  liberty  with  intent  to  be  held  in  or  retluced  to  invtduntar>-  serv^itude  or  labor,  the 
person  convicted  before  a  court  of  conn^etent  juris^liction  of  such  act  shall  be  pun* 
ished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  ^1,500  and  be  imprisone<l  not  less  than  five  nor  more 
tlian  twenty  years. 

Skc.  14.  And  t*e  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  hold  or 
exercise  any  office,  civil  or  military  (except  offices  merely  ministerial  and  militaiyJ 
offices  below  the  grade  of  colonel ) ,  in  the  rebel  ser^^ce,  State  or  Confederate,  is  hereb 
declared  not  to  be  a  citizen  of  tlie  United  States. 


By  thk  Phesidknt  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  act  approved  Jttly  4,  1864.  entitled  "An  act  ftirther  to 
regulate  and  pro\'idefor  the  enrollitig  and  calling  ont  the  national  forces 
and  for  other  purposes,"  it  is  provided  lliat  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may,  "at  his  discretion,  at  any  time  hereafter,  call  for  any  num- 
ber of  men,  as  voltmteers  for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two,  and  three 
years  for  niilitar>'  servHce,  *  *  and  ' '  tliat  iti  case  the  quota  or  any  part 
thereof  of  any  town,  townshii>,  Avard  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  election  dis- 
trict, or  of  a  county  not  so  subdivided,  sliall  not  !>e  filled  within  the  space 
of  fifty  days  after  such  call,  then  the  President  shall  immediately  or 
a  draft  for  one  year  to  fdl  such  qttota  or  any  part  thereof  which  maj 
be  unfilled; "  and 

VVliereas  the  new  euroUment  heretofore  ordered  is  so  far  completed  as ' 
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tliat  the  afore nieiitioned  act  of  Congress  may  now  be  put  in  operation  for 
recruiting  and  keeping  up  the  strength  of  the  amnes  in  the  field,  for  gar- 
ritsons,  atid  such  military  operations  as  may  l>e  required  for  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  the  rebellion  and  restoring  the  authority  of  the  United 
Statei^  Goveniment  in  the  insurgent  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  issue  this  my  call  for  500,000  volunteers  for  the  mibtary  service: 
Provided,  nevcrtkeless.  That  this  call  shall  be  reduced  by  all  credits  which 
may  l)e  established  under  section  8  of  the  aforesaid  act  on  account  of  per- 
sons who  have  entered  the  naval  ser\^ice  during  the  present  rebellion  and 
by  credits  for  men  funxished  to  the  militar>^  ser\ace  in  excess  of  calls 
heretofore  made.  \'olunteers  will  l»e  accepted  under  this  call  for  one, 
two,  or  three  years,  as  they  may  elect,  and  will  be  entitled  to  the  bounty 
provided  by  the  law  for  the  period  of  service  for  which  they  enlist. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim,  order,  and  direct  Hint  immediately  after  the 
5tli  day  of  September,  1864,  tjeing  fifty  days  from  the  date  of  this  call, 
a  draft  for  troops  to  serv^e  for  one  year  shall  be  had  in  every  town,  town- 
ship, ward  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  county  not  so  snf)- 
divided,  to  fill  the  cpiota  which  shall  be  assigned  to  it  under  this  call  or 
any  part  thereof  which  may  h^  unfilled  by  volunteers  on  the  said  5tli  day 
of  September,  1K64. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  liave  heretmto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  vStates  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  iHth  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1S64,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  vStates  the  eightx'- 
ninth. 


[seal.] 


ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


By  the  President: 

WitUAM  H.  Skward, 

Sccniarv  of  State, 


By  thk  President  of  tuk  United  States  op  America. 


A  PROCL AVIATION, 


Whereas  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2Hth  of  Septeni!>er,  1850,  entitled 
"An  act  to  create  additional  collection  districts  in  the  Stale  of  California, 
and  to  change  the  existing  districts  therein,  and  to  modify  the  existing  col- 
lection districts  in  the  United  States,"  extends  to  merchandise  warehoused 
under  bond  the  prixilege  of  l>eing  exported  to  the  British  North  American 
Provinces  adjoining  the  United  States  in  llie  manner  prescril>ed  in  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845,  which  designates  certain  frontier 
ports  through  which  merchandise  may  l>e  exported,  and  further  provides 
•*that  such  other  ports,  situated  on  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
adjoining  the  British  North  American  Provinces,  as  may  hereafter  b 
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f'jtind  expedient  may  have  extended  to  them  the  like  pri\'ileges  on  the 
recoTTiir.endation  of  the  Secretar\-  of  the  Treasury  and  proclamation  duly 
rnarie  hy  the  President  of  the  United  States  specially  designating  the  ports 
to  -i^hich  the  aforesaid  pri\-ileges  are  to  be  extended: " 

Now.  therefore.  I.  Abraham  Lincoln.  President  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  in  accr^rdance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasure-,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  port  of  Newport, 

in  the  State  of  Vermont,  is  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  in 

rejfard  to  the  exportation  of  merchandise  in  bond  to  the  British  North 

American  Pro\"inces  adjoining  the  United  States  which  are  extended  to 

the  p^>rts  enumerated  in  the  se\-enth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 

yl  of  March,  1H45,  aforesaid,  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation. 

In  witness  where^jf  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 

of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

r .  .       -J         Lv>ne  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  iSth  day  of  Aug^ust, 

A.  D.  1S64.  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 

America  the  eight v-ninth. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Skward. 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

It  has  plejised  Almighty  Ckxl  to  prolong  our  national  life  another  year, 
defending  us  with  His  guardian  care  against  unfriendly  designs  from 
abroad  and  vouchsafing  to  us  in  His  mercy  many  and  signal  \"ictories 
over  the  enem\',  who  is  of  our  own  household.  It  has  also  pleased  our 
Heavenly  Father  to  favor  as  well  our  citizens  in  their  homes  as  our  sol- 
diers in  their  camps  and  our  .sailors  on  the  rivers  and  seas  with  unusual 
health.  He  has  largely  augmented  our  free  population  by  emancipa- 
tion and  by  immigration,  while  He  has  opened  to  us  new  sources  of 
wealth  and  has  crowned  the  labor  of  our  workingnien  in  every  depart- 
ment of  inrlustry  with  abundant  rewards.  Moreover,  He  has  been  pleased 
to  animate  and  inspire  our  minds  and  hearts  with  fortitude,  courage,  and 
res^>lution  sufficient  for  the  great  trial  of  civil  war  into  which  we  have 
l>een  broui^ht  by  our  adherence  as  a  nation  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
humanity,  and  tr)  afford  to  us  reasonable  hopes  of  an  ultimate  and  happy 
deliverance  from  all  our  dangers  and  afflictions: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  a])p(>int  and  set  apart  the  last  Thursday  in  November  next  as 
a  rlay  which  I  desire  to  l)e  obsen-ed  by  all  my  fellow -citizens,  wherever 
they  may  then  Ix?.  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  Almighty  God, 
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the  beneficent  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  Universe.  And  I  do  further 
recommend  to  my  fellow-citizens  aforesaid  that  on  that  occasion  they 
do  reverently  humble  themselves  in  the  dust  and  from  thence  offer  up 
penitent  and  fervent  prayers  and  supplications  to  the  Great  Disposer  of 
Events  for  a  return  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  peace,  union,  and 
harmony  throughout  the  land  which  it  has  pleased  Him  to  assign  as  a 
dwelling  place  for  ourselves  and  for  our  posterity  throughout  all  gener- 
ations. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  afi&xed. 
r  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  20th  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  the  President  ok  the  United  States^  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  an  act,  which  was 
approved  on  the  21st  day  of  March  last,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  Nevada  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  and  for 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States;'*  and 

Whereas  the  said  constitution  and  State  government  have  been  formed, 
pursuant  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  aforesaid,  and  the  certificate  required  by  the  said  act  and  also 
a  copy  of  the  constitution  and  ordinances  have  been  submitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  said 
State  of  Nevada  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
p  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  31st  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  vStates  the 
eighty.ninth.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

W11.UAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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By  thk  PrEvSident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  April,  1861 ,  it  was  declared 
that  the  ports  of  certain  States,  including  those  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  P'ernandina  and  Pensacola,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  were,  for 
reasons  therein  set  forth,  intended  to  be  placed  under  blockade;  and 

Whereas  the  said  ports  were  subsequently  blockaded  accordingly,  but 
having  for  some  time  past  l)een  in  the  military  possession  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  they  should  be  opened  to  domestic  and 
foreign  commerce: 

Now,  therefore,  l)e  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  13th  of  July,  1861,  entitled 
*'An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  do  hereby  declare  that  the  blockade  of  the  said  ports 
of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola  shall  so  far  cease  and  determine, 
from  and  after  the  ist  day  of  December  next,  that  commercial  intercourse 
with  those  ports,  exTcept  as  to  persons,  things,  and  information  contra- 
Ixmd  of  war,  may  from  that  time  l>e  carried  on,  subject  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  vStates,  to  the  limitations  and  in  pursuance  of  the  regulations 
which  may  l>e  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  such 
military  and  naval  regulations  as  are  now  in  force  or  may  hereafter  be 
found  necessary. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  ITnited  States  to  be  affixed. 
|- ,         1  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  19th  day  of  November, 

A.  1).  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  vSeward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

ExKcrrmc  Mansion, 
WasJiington,  D,  C,  December  7,  i86j. 

Reliable  information  l)eing  received  that  the  insurgent  force  is  retreat- 
ing from  east  Tennessee  under  circuuLstances  rendering  it  probable  that 
the  l"ni(^n  forces  can  not  hereafter  be  dislodged  from  that  important  posi- 
ud  esteeming  this  to  be  of  high  national  consequence,  I  recommend 
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that  all  loyal  people  do,  on  receipt  of  this  information,  assemble  at  tlicir 
places  of  worship  and  render  special  homage  and  gratitude  Lo  Almighty 
Goti  for  this  great  advancement  of  the  national  cause, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


General  Orders,  No.  398. 

War  Department, 
AdjvtanT'General's  Office* 

Washington ^  December  21,  iS6j, 

The  following  joint  resolution  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RejM-esent- 
atives  of  the  United  States  is  published  to  the  Army: 

JOINT  resolution  of  tluinkB  to  Major* General  Ulysses  ft-  Orant  and  the  offi<r«rs  and  soldiers 
who  have  fought  undtfr  his  command  during  this  rrl»eUion,  and  providing  tlial  the  President 
nf  the  t'nited  State*  *4hall  cau5vc  q  medul  to  he  Mtnick.  lo  he  pre»enled  to  Major-Gciicral  Grant  in 
the  name  of  Ihc  people  of  the  l^^nited  State*  of  America. 

Be  ii  rcsoli*fd  by  the  Senate  ami  House  of  RepreseHtatives  0/  tfie  Vnited  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  Tlmt  the  thanks  of  Congreiis  be^  and  they  hereby 
are,  presented  to  Major-C>encral  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  llirongh  him  to  the  officers 
and  S4:)ldiers  who  have  foug^ht  nmler  his  commanil  dunnj^;  this  reliellion,  for  their 
gallantry  and  ^oan^  cotuhict  in  the  battles  in  which  they  have  been  eujyriigefl;  and 
that  the  President  of  tlie  I'liitetl  Stales  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  meilal  to  be 
struck^  with  suitable  enililems,  de\iceSt  and  inscriptions,  to  t>e  presenle<l  to  Major- 
Gcneral  Grant, 

SKC.  2.  And  bt'  it  furttier  resolved^  That  when  the  said  nieflitl  shall  have  been 
stiruck  the  President  shall  ctiuse  a  copy  of  tliJs  joint  resohition  to  be  engrossed  on 
parchment,  and  shall  transmit  the  same,  together  with  the  said  medal,  to  Major- 
(jenend  Grant,  to  be  presenter!  to  liiin  in  the  name  of  the  jieople  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America. 

Sf.c,  3,  And  he  it  furttier  resolved ,  Tliat  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  carry  this 
resolution  into  effect  is  hereby  appropriatetl  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX, 
Speaker  0/  the  Ho  use  of  Represen  tatives, 
H.  HAMIJN. 
Viee-President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved,  Decemljer  17,  1863, 

By  order  of  the  Secretar)^  of  War: 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

E.  D.  TOWNvSEND. 

Assistant  Adjutant-  (ieneral. 


Executive  Mansion, /f?w//rtrr  p,  fS6^, 

Infomiatton  having  been  received  tliat  Caleb  B.  Smith,  late  Secretary 

of  the  Interior,  has  departed  this  life  at  his  residence  in   Indiana,  it  is 

ordered  that  the  executive  buildings  at  the  seat  of  the  Government  be 

draped  in  mourning  for  the  period  of  fourteen  days  in  honor  of  his  memory 
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as  a  pnident  and  loyal  counselor  and  a  faithful  and  effective  coadjutor 
of  the  Administration  in  a  time  of  public  difficulty  and  peril. 

The  Secretary  of  State  will  comminiicate  a  copy  of  tliis  order  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased,  together  with  proper  expressions  of  the  profound 
sympathy  of  thti  President  and  the  heads  of  Departments  in  their  irrepa- 
rable bereavement. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


War    DEF.4RTMENT, 

Wash ing ion  Ciiwjanuafy  12,  1864. 
li  is  hereby  ordered.  That  all  orders  and  records  relating  to  the  Missouri 
troops,  designated,  respectively,  as  Missouri  State  Militia  (  M.  vS.  M. )  and 
as  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  (  E.  M.  M.  ).  and  which  are  or  have  lieen  on 
file  in  the  offices  of  the  adjutant-generals  or  their  assistants  at  the  dif- 
ferent headquarters  located  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  shall  te  open  to 
the  inspection  of  the  general  assembly  of  Missouri  or  of  persons  com- 
missioned by  it,  and  that  copies  of  such  records  be  furnished  them  when 
called  for. 

By  order  of  the  President: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secreiary  0/  War. 


ExECUTivJv  Mansion,  Fvbmary  /,  1S64. 
Ordered,  That  a  draft  for  500,000  men,  to  serve  for  tliree  years  or  during 
the  war,  be  made  on  the  loth  day  of  March  uext  for  the  uiihtar}^  ser\^ice 
of  the  United  States,  crediting  and  deducting  therefrom  so  many  as  may 
have  l)een  eidistetl  or  drafted  into  the  sen^ice  prior  to  the  1  st  day  of  March 
and  not  heretofore  credited. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExECUTiVK  Mansion,  Fchntary  /.  1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.StanTon, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Sir:  You  are  directed  to  have  a  transport  Neither  a  steam  or  sailing 
vessel,  as  may  lie  deemed  proper  by  the  Quanermaster-General )  sent  to 
the  colored  colony  established  by  the  United  States  at  the  island  of 
Vache,  on  the  coast  of  San  Domingo,  to  bring  back  to  this  count r>*  such 
of  the  colonists  tbere  as  desire  to  return.  You  will  have  the  transport 
furnished  with  suitable  supplies  for  that  purpose,  and  detail  an  officer 
of  the  Quartennaster*s  Department,  who,  under  special  instructions  to  l>e 
'"••'^n,  shall  have  charge  of  the  business.  Tlie  colonists  will  Ije  brought 
^lungion,  uniess  othenvise  hereafter  directed,  and  be  employed  and 


Abraham  LiA 

provided  for  at  tlie  camps  for  colored  persons  around  tliat  city.  Those 
only  wnll  be  brouglit  from  the  inland  who  desire  to  return,  and  their 
effects  will  be  brought  with  thetn* 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


GENER.iL  Orders,  No.  76. 

War  Department. 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  February  26,  186^. 

Sentence  of  Deserters, 

The  President  directs  t!iat  the  sentences  of  all  deserters  who  liave  l>een 
condetLuied  b>  court-martial  to  death,  and  that  have  not  been  otherwise 
acted  uix>ii  by  hitn ,  l)e  mitigated  to  imprisonment  during  the  war  at  the 
Dry  Tortugas,  Florida,  where  they  will  he  sent  under  suitable  guards  by 
orders  from  amiy  commanders. 

The  commanding  generals,  who  hax'e  ix>wer  to  act  on  prtx:eedings  of 
courts-martial  in  such  cases,  are  authorized  iti  special  cases  to  restore  to 
duty  deserters  under  sentence,  when  in  their  judgment  the  service  will 
be  thereby  benefited. 

Copies  of  all  orders  iasued  under  the  foregoing  instmctions  will  be 
innnediately  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant- General  and  to  the  Judge- Advo- 
cate-CkfiieraL 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E,  D.  TOWNSEND, 
A ssisian  t  A  djuian  t-  Giucral, 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington ,  March  7,  1S64. 

Whereas  by  an  Executive  order  of  the  loth  of  Novend:>er  last  permis- 
sion was  given  to  export  certain  tobacco  telonging  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment from  insurgent  territory,  which  toljacco  was  supix>sed  to  have  l>een 
purchaseil  and  paid  for  prior  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1861;  but  whereas 
it  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  a  part  at  least  of  the  said  tobacco 
had  Ijeen  purchased  sulxseqncntly  to  that  date,  which  fact  made  it  neces- 
sary to  suspend  the  carrying  into  effect  of  the  said  order;  liut  whereas, 
pursuant  to  mutual  explanations,  a  satisfactory  understanding  upon  the 
subject  lias  now  Ijeen  reached,  it  is  directed  that  tlif  order  aforesaid  may 
be  carried  into  effect,  it  being  understood  that  the  quantity  of  French 
tobacco  so  to  be  exported  shall  not  exceed  7,000  hogsheads,  and  that  it 
is  the  same  tobacco  respecting  the  exporlntiou  of  which  application  was 
originally  niadt-  by  the  French  Govenmient. 

ABKAHWSV  \A:^CJ»J^. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  provnsious  of  section  14  of  the  act  of  Congress 
entitletl  '*Aii  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  teleg:raph 
line  from  the  Missouri  River  to  tlie  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the 
Government  the  use  of  the  same  for  jxistal.  mihtary,  and  other  pnr|)ose>s/* 
approved  July  r,  \Mx2,  authorizing  and  directing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  fix  the  point  on  the  western  l)onndary  of  the  State  of 
Iowa  from  which  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  is  by  said  section 
authorized  and  required  to  construct  a  single  line  of  railroad  and  tele- 
graph upon  the  most  direct  and  jiracticable  route,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  President  of  the  United  vStates,  so  as  to  form  a  connection  with  the 
lines  of  said  company  at  some  ]K)int  on  the  one  hundredtli  meridian  of 
longitude  in  said  section  named,  I,  Abraham  Lincohi,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do,  ufx^n  the  ai)plication  of  the  said  company,  designate 
and  estahlish  such  first  alx)ve- named  point  on  the  western  lx>undary  of 
the  State  of  Io\va  east  of  and  oppi^jsite  to  the  east  line  of  section  10,  in 
township  15  north,  of  range  13  east,  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian,  in  the 
Territor>'  of  Nebraska. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  yth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1864. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExKcrrrvK  Mansion, 
Washhtghn,  />.  C\,  March  10.  iS6^. 

Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  revive  the  grade  of  lieu- 
tenant-general in  the  United  States  Army,  approved  Febniary  29,  1H64, 
Lieutenant-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  United  States  Army,  is  assigned  to 
the  conunand  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

ABR  AH  A  M  LI  NCOLN. 


Gknkral  Orders,  No,  98. 

Wak  Dkpartment, 
Adjitaxt-Gknekal's  Office, 

ll'as/tintr/ort,  March  12^  186^, 
The  President  of  the  United  States  orders  as  follows: 
I.  Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck  is.  at  his  own  request,  relieved  from 
duty  as  General  in  Chief  of  the  Army,  and  Lieutenant-General  U.  S. 
Grant  is  assi^ed  to  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
The  headquarters  of  tlie  Army  will  Ije  in  \\'ashington  and  also  with 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  in  the  field. 

XL  Major-General  H,  W,  Halleck  is  assigned  to  duty  in  Washing^ton 
as  chief  of  staff  of  the  Army,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Lientenant-Cieneral  Commanding.  His  orders  wall  be  obeyed 
■■-^spected  accordingly. 


%raham  l^ncSm 
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IIL  Major-General  W.  T,  Slieniian  is  assigned  to  the  coinmand  of  the 
MiHtar>'  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  composed  of  the  departments  of 
the  Ohio,  the  Ciimlierland,  the  Tennessee  and  the  Arkansas. 

IV-  Major-General  J.  B.  McPlierson  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

\'.  In  rehevin)^  Major-Genend  Halleck  from  duty  as  General  in  Chief, 
thtf  President  desires  lo  express  his  appruhation  and  thanks  for  the  able 
and  zealous  manner  in  which  the  arduous  and  responsilile  duties  of  that 
position  have  been  performed. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  j.    ^   TOWNSFNI) 

Amsiant  A dju tan i -General, 


ExKCUTm^  Mansion, 
Washinghm,  March  //,  iS6^, 

In  order  to  supply  the  force  required  to  be  drafted  for  the  Navy  and  to 
provide  an  adequate  rtf.serve  force  for  all  contingencies,  in  addition  to  the 
500,1300  men  called  for  Februar>-  1 ,1864.  a  call  is  herel>y  made  and  a  draft 
ordered  for  200,000  men  for  the  militarv'  service  (Army,  Navy,  and  Marine 
Corps )  of  the  United  States. 

The  proix>rtional  quotas  for  the  different  wards,  towns,  towniships, 
precincts,  or  election  districts,  or  counties,  will  l>e  made  known  through 
the  Provost -Marshal-GeneraFs  Bureau,  and  account  will  l:>e  taken  of  the 
credits  and  deficiencies  on  former  quotas. 

The  15th  day  of  April,  1S64,  is  designated  as  the  time  up  to  whicli  the 
numbers  required  from  each  ward  of  a  city,  town,  etc,  may  l^>e  raised  by 
voluntary  enlistment,  and  drafts  will  be  made  in  each  ward  of  a  city, 
to\Mi,  etc.,  which  shall  not  have  filled  the  quota  a.ssigned  to  it  within  the 
time  designated  for  the  number  required  to  fill  said  quotas.  Tlie  drafts 
will  Ix;  commenced  as  soon  after  the  15th  of  April  as  practicable. 

The  Government  bounties  as  now  paid  continue  until  April  1,  1864,  at 
wliich  time  the  additional  bounties  cease.  On  and  after  that  date  $100 
bounty  only  will  be  paid,  as  provided  by  the  act  approved  July  22,  iShK 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


ExHcrTi\a-:  Mansion,  April  2,  rS6^, 
Ordered,  That  the  Executi\'e  order  of  September  4,  1863,  in  relation 
to  the  exportation  of  live  stock  from  the  Ihiited  States,  Ix:-  so  extended 
as  to  ])rohibit  the  exportation  of  all  classes  of  salted  provisions  from  any 
part  of  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  port,  except  that  meats  cured, 
salted,  or  packed  in  any  State  or  Territory  l»ordering  on  the  Pacific  Ocean 
may  lie  exiwrted  from  any  port  of  such  State  or  Territory, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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The  Presidext  o^  thk  United  States: 

I,  The  governors  of  Ohio,  Indiana.  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  offer  to  the  Presi- 
dent infantry  troops  for  the  npproaclring  camp^u^n  as  follows; 

Ohio :^o,  000 


Indiana  — 

tllinois 

Iowa  .... 
Wisconsin 


-•' »,  uuo 
fO.OciO 
5,000 


II.  The  tenn  of  ser\'ice  to  lie  one  hutidred  days,  reckoning  from  the  date  of  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  Suites,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

III.  The  troops  to  be  inuBtered  into  the  service  of  tlie  United  States  by  regiioents, 
when  the  re^^nients  are  filled  up,  according  to  regulations,  to  the  mininnim  strength, 
the  regiments  to  lie  organized  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  War  BejKirtment. 
The  whcde  number  to  Xn  furnished  within  twenty  days  from  date  of  notice  of  the 
acceptance  of  Uiis  proposition. 

IV.  The  troops  to  be  clothed ^  armed,  equipped,  subsisted,  transported,  and  paid  asj 
other  United  States  infantry  vohmteer.s,  and  to  serve  in  fortifications,  or  wherever^ 
their  services  may  he  required,  within  or  without  their  respective  States, 

W  No  Ixjunty  to  be  paid  the  trpops,  nor  the  service  charged  or  credited  on  any 
draft. 

VI.  The  draft  for  tliree  years*  service  to  go  on  in  any  State  or  districl  where  the 
quota  is  not  filled  up;  but  if  any  oflicer  or  soldier  in  this  special  service  should  be 
drafted  he  ^hall  be  credited  for  the  service  rendered. 

JOHN  BROUGH. 

Governor  of  Ohio. 
O.  P.  MORTON, 

(inverttor  of  Indiana. 
RICHARD  YATES. 

Governor  of  Illinois. 

WM.  M.  STONE» 

Goi'cmor  of  Iowa. 
JAMES  T.  LEWIS, 

Goi^emor  of  Wisconsin. 

April  23,  1864. 
The  foregoing  proposition  of  the  governors  is  accepted,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is  directed  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


ExEci^TivK  Mansion, 

Washing  ton.  May  p,  1864. 
To  ifie  Frimds  of  the  Union  and  Liberty: 

Enongh  is  knowu  of  the  anny  ojierations  within  the  last  five  days  to 
claim  otir  esjiecial  gratittide  to  God,  while  what  remains  tuidone  demands 
our  most  sincere  prayers  to  and  reliance  upon  Him,  without  whom  all 
luunan  efforts  are  in  vain.  I  recommend  that  all  patriots,  at  their  homes, 
in  tlieir  places  of  public  worship,  and  wdierever  they  may  !:«,  uiiite  in 
common  thanksgiving  and  prayer  to  Ahnighty  God. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Abraham  Lincoln 


m 


ExHcuTivH  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  iS,  1864., 
'Major- General  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  at  Nm^  York: 

Wliereas  there  has  been  wickedly  and  traitorously  printed  and  ptib- 
lislied  this  morning  in  the  New  Vnrk  World  and  New  York  Jonrnal  of 
Commerce,  newspapers  printed  and  published  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
a  false  and  spurious  proclamation  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  to  be  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  pufjlication 
is  of  a  treasonable  nature,  designed  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies 
of  the  ITnited  States  and  to  the  reljels  now  at  war  against  the  Govern- 
ment and  their  aiders  and  aliettors,  you  are  therefore  hereby  conunanded 
forthwith  to  arrest  and  iuiprisou  in  any  fort  or  military  prison  in  yoiir 
command  the  editors,  proprietors,  and  publishers  of  the  aforesaid  news- 
papers, and  al!  such  persons  as,  after  public  notice  has  been  given  of  the 
falsehcKxi  of  said  publication,  print  and  publish  the  same  with  intent 
to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy;  and  you  will  hold  the  persons  so 
arrested  in  close  custody  until  they  can  Ik*  brought  to  trial  before  a  nuli- 
tary  c6mniissiou  for  their  offense.  You  will  also  take  possession  by 
military  force  of  the  printing  establishments  of  the  New  York  World 
and  Journal  of  Commerce,  and  hold  the  same  until  further  orders,  and 
prohibit  any  furtlier  publication  therefrom.  .     *  TNCOT  N 


ExECiTTivB  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C 
The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  the  four  persons  whose 
names  follow,  to  wit,  Hon.  Clement  C.  Clay,  Hon.  Jacob  Thorn pstai.  Pro- 
fessor James  P.  Holcombe,  George  N,  Sanders,  shall  have  safe  condtict  to 
the  city  of  Washington  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  and 
shall  be  exempt  from  arrest  or  annoyance  of  any  kitid  from  any  officer  of 
the  United  States  during  their  journey  to  the  said  city  of  Washington, 
By  order  of  the  President:  TOHN  H  \Y 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Gcnerai , 


ExEcrTivK  Mansion, 

\  I M  sh  ingto ;/ ,  Ju  ly  18 ,  1864, 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restoration  c»f  peace,  the  integrity 
of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandonment  of  slaverv\  and  which  comes 
by  and  with  an  authority  that  can  control  the  armies  now  at  war  against 
the  United  States,  will  l>e  received  and  considered  by  the  executi\^e  gov^- 
ernment  of  the  Ignited  States,  and  will  be  met  by  liberal  terms  on  other 
substatitial  and  collateral  points;  and  the  Ijearer  or  bearers  thereof  shall 
have  safe  conduct  both  ways.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Executive  Mansion,  Washingion,  August  ji,  i86^. 
Any  person  or  persons  engaged  in  bringing  out  cotton,  in  strict  con- 
formity with  antliority  given  by  W,  P,  Fe.ssenden,  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Treasnry.  nuist  not  be  hiudereil  by  the  War,  Navy,  or  any  other 
Department  of  the  Government  or  any  person  engaged  nnder  any  of  said 
Departments.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExECUTixT*;  Mansion,  September  j,  iS6^. 
The  national  thanks  are  tendered  by  the  President  to  Major-General 
William  T.  Sherman  and  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  command 
before  Atlanta  for  the  distinguished  al>ility,  courage,  and  perseverance  dis* 
played  in  the  campaign  in  Georgia,  wliich.  inider  divine  favor,  has  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Atlanta.  The  marches^  battles,  sieges,  and 
other  military  operations  that  have  signalized  this  campaign  must  render 
it  famous  in  the  annals  of  war,  and  have  entitled  those  who  have  partici 
pated  therein  to  the  applause  and  thanks  of  the  nation. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


ExKCUTiVK  Mansion, 
IVashingion  City,  September  j,  1864. 

Ordered,  first.  That  on  Monday,  the  5tli  da}'  of  September,  commencing 
at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  noon,  there  shall  K^  given  a  salute  of  100  guns  at 
the  arsenal  and  navy-yard  at  Wasliington,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, or  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  at  each  arsenal  and 
navy-yard  in  the  United  States,  for  the  recent  brilliant  achievements  of 
the  fleet  and  land  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  harbor  of  Mttl>ile  and 
in  the  reductioiT  of  Fort  Powell,  Fort  Gaines,  and  Fort  Morgan.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  Secretary  of  the  Nav>^  will  issue  the  necessary  direc- 
tions in  their  respective  Departments  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

Second,  That  on  Wednesday,  tlie  7th  day  of  Septeml>er,  c*miniencing  at 
the  hour  of  1 2  o'clock  noon,  there  shall  be  fired  a  salute  of  uxj  guns  at  the 
arsenal  at  Washington,  and  at  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Pittsbtirg,  Newport,  Ky. ,  and  St.  Louis,  and  at  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Pen- 
sacola,  Hilton  Head,  and  New  Berne  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order, 
for  the  brilliant  achievements  of  the  army  untler  command  of  Major- Gen- 
eral Sherman  in  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  The 
Secretary  of  War  will  issue  directions  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


; 


ExHCi:Tr\^E  Mansion,  Washington,  September  j,  1864, 
The  signal  success  that  Divine  Providence  has  recently  vouchsafed  to 
the  operations  of  the  United  States  fleet  and  army  in  the  harlK>r  of 
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Mobile,  and  the  rediictiou  of  Fort  Powt;!!,  Fort  Gaines,  and  Fort  Mor- 
gan, and  the  glorious  achievements  of  the  army  under  Major-General 
Sherniait  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  resnlting  in  the  capture  of  the  city 
of  Atlanta,  call  for  devout  acknowledgment  to  the  vSupreine  Being,  in 
whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  nations.  It  is  therefore  requested  that 
on  ntxt  Sunday,  in  all  places  of  public  worship  in  the  United  States, 
thauksgiving  be  offered  to  Him  for  His  nierc>'  in  presen^ug  our  national 
existence  against  the  insurgent  rebels  who  so  long  have  been  waging  a 
cruel  war  against  the  Govennntrut  of  the  United  States  for  its  over- 
throw; and  also  that  prayer  lie  made  for  the  divine  protection  to  our 
brave  soldiers  atid  their  leaders  in  the  field,  wdio  have  so  often  and  so  gal- 
lantly periled  iheir  lives  in  IxittHng  with  tlie  enemy,  and  for  blessing  and 
comfort  from  the  Father  of  Mercies  to  the  sick,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
and  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  those  who  ha%^e  fallen  in  the  semce 
of  their  coufUry :  and  that  He  will  contitnie  to  uphold  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  against  all  the  efforts  of  public  enemies  and  secret  foes. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExicCTTTivR  Mansion,  September  j,  1864. 

The  national  thanks  are  tendered  by  tlie  President  to  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  and  Major-General  Canby  for  the  skill  and  harmony  with  which 
the  recent  operations  in  Molnle  Harlior  and  against  Fort  Powell,  F^'ort 
Gaines,  and  F^'ort  Morgan  were  planned  and  carried  into  execution;  also 
to  Admiral  Farragut  and  Major-General  Granger,  under  whase  inunedi- 
ate  command  they  were  conducted,  and  to  the  gallant  cotnmanders  on  sea 
and  land,  and  lo  the  sailors  and  soldiers  engaged  in  the  operations,  for 
their  energy  and  courage,  which,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  have 
been  crowned  with  brilliant  success  and  ha\e  won  for  them  the  applause 
aud  thanks  of  the  nation.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExKciTivE  Mansion, 
Waskinghn  Cit}%  September  10,  1864, 
The  term  of  one  hundred  days  for  which  the  National  Guard  of  Ohio 
volunteered  having  expired,  the  President  directs  an  ofhcial  ackno%vledg- 
ment  lo  l>e  made  of  their  patriotic  and  valuable  services  during  the  recent 
cani|>aigns.  The  term  of  service  of  their  enlistment  was  short,  but  dis- 
tinguished by  memorable  events.  In  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoali.  (in 
the  Peninsula,  in  the  opirrations  on  the  James  River,  around  Peterslxrrg 
and  Richmond,  in  the  battle  of  Monocacy,  and  in  the  intrenchments  of 
Washington,  and  in  other  important  sen*ice,  the  National  Guard  of  Ohio 
performed  with  alacrity  the  duty  of  patriotic  volunteers,  for  which  they 
are  entitled  to  and  are  hereby  tendered,  through  the  governor  of  their 
3tate,  the  national  thanks. 
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The  Secretar>'  of  War  is  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  order  to 
the  governor  of  Ohio  and  to  canse  a  certificate  uf  t!:eir  honorable  ser\nce 
to  be  delivered  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard 
who  recently  served  in  the  militar^'^  force  of  the  United  States  as  volunteers  | 
for  oue  hundred  days.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExKCuTrvK  Mansion »  Si'pfember  24.,  1S64, 

L  Congreas  having  authorized  the  purcliase  for  the  United  States  of 
the  product  of  States  declared  in  insurrection,  and  the  Secretarj^  of  the 
Treasury  having  designated  New  Orleans,  Memphis.  Nashville,  Peiisa- 
cola,  Port  Royal,  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  Norfolk  as  places  of  ptirchase,  and 
with  m>'  approval  appointed  agents  and  made  rtfgiilations  under  which 
said  products  may  l)e  purchased:  Therefore, 

IL  All  persons,  except  such  as  may  l^e  in  the  civil,  military,  or  naval 
ser\'ice  of  the  Government,  having  in  their  possession  any  products  of 
States  declared  in  insurrection  which  said  agents  are  authorized  to  pur- 
chase, and  all  persons  owning  or  controlling  such  products  therein,  are 
authorized  to  convey  such  products  to  either  of  the  places  wliich  have 
been  liereby  or  may  hereafter  be  designated  as  places  of  purchase,  and 
such  products  so  destined  shall  not  be  liable  to  detention,  seizure,  or  for- 
feiture while  in  (mnsiiu  or  in  store  awaiting  transportation. 

II L  Any  person  having  tlie  certificate  of  a  purchasing  agent,  as  pre- 
scribed by  Treasury  Regulations,  \' III,  is  authorized  to  pass,  with  the 
necessary  means  of  transportation,  to  the  points  named  in  said  certificate, 
and  to  return  therefrom  with  the  products  required  for  the  fulfillment  of 
the  stipulations  set  fortb  in  said  certificate. 

I\' ,  Any  person  having  sold  and  delivered  to  a  purchasing  agent  any 
products  of  an  insurrectionary  State  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
in  relation  thereto,  and  having  in  his  possession  a  certificate  setting  forth 
the  fact  of  such  purchase  and  sale,  Xlm  character  and  quantity  of  prod- 
ucts, and  the  aggregate  amount  paid  therefor,  as  prescribed  by  Regula- 
tion IX,  shall  be  j3ermitted  by  the  militar>'  authority  commanding  at  the 
place  of  sale  to  purchase  from  any  authorized  dealer  at  such  place,  or 
any  other  place  in  a  loyal  State,  merchandise  and  other  articles  not  con- 
traband of  war  nor  prohibited  by  the  order  of  the  War  Department,  nor 
coin,  bullion,  or  foreign  exchange,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  value 
one- third  of  the  aggregate  value  of  the  products  sold  by  him,  as  certified 
by  the  agent  purchasing;  and  the  merchandise  and  other  articles  so  pur- 
chased may  \m  transported  by  the  same  route  and  to  the  same  place  from 
and  by  \\'hich  the  products  sold  and  delivered  reached  the  purchasing 
agent,  as  set  forth  in  the  certificate;  and  such  merchandise  and  other 
articles  shall  have  safe  conduct,  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  detention, 
seizure,  or  forfeiture  while  being  transported  to  the  places  and  by  the 
route  set  forth  in  the  said  certificate. 
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V.  Generals  commanding  military  districts  and  commandauts  of  mili- 
tant posts  and  detachments,  and  officers  connuanding  fleets,  flotillas,  and 
gunboats,  will  give  safe  conduct  to  persons  and  products,  merchandise, 
and  other  articles  duly  authorized  as  aforesaid,  and  not  contraband  of  war 
or  prohibited  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  or  the  orders  of  such  gen- 
erals commanding,  or  other  duly  authorized  military  or  naval  officer,  made 
in  pursuatice  thereof;  and  all  persons  hindering  or  pre%'enting  such  safe 
conduct  of  |x^rsons  or  proixfrty  will  he  deemed  guilty  of  a  military  offense 
and  punished  accordingly. 

VI.  Any  iH^rson  transporting  or  attempting  to  transport  any  merclian- 
dise  or  other  articles,  except  in  pursuance  of  regulations  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  dated  July  29,  1864,  or  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  or  t/ans- 
porting  or  attempting  to  transport  any  merchandise  or  other  articles  con- 
traband of  war  or  forbi<klen  by  any  order  of  tile  War  Department,  will 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  military  offense  and  punished  accordingly;  and  all 
products  of  insurrectionary  States  found  in  transitu  to  any  other  person 
or  place  than  a  purchasing  agent  and  a  designated  place  of  purchase  sliall 
be  seized  and  forfeited  to  tlie  ITnited  States,  except  sucli  as  ma\^  be  mov- 
ing to  a  loyal  vState  under  duly  autlutri/ed  fiennits  of  a  pru|)er  officer  of 
the  Treasury  Dep^irtment,  as  prescribed  by  Ftegulation  XXXVIII,  con- 
cerning "commercial  intercourse/'  dated  July  29^  1864,  or  such  as  may 
have  lx:en  found  abaiukmed  or  have  been  captured  and  are  moving  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  March  12,  1863, 

VI L  No  military  or  naval  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  person  in  the 
militant'  or  naval  scr\^ice^  nor  any  civil  officer,  except  such  as  are  appointed 
for  that  purptise,  shall  engage  in  trade  or  traffic  in  the  products  of  iu- 
sunrectionary  States,  or  furnish  transportation  therefor,  under  pain  of 
Ijeing  deemed  guilty  of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy  and  punished 
accordingly. 

VI IL  The  Secretar\"  of  War  will  make  such  general  orders  or  regula- 
tions as  will  insure  the  proper  observance  ami  execution  of  this  order » 
and  the  Secretary-  of  tlie  Navy  will  give  instructions  to  officers  command- 
ing fleets,  flotillas,  and  gunboats  in  conformity  therewith. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExKcrTivE  Mansion, 
Washington,  October  i,  1864. 

Special  Exhcutivb  Ordkr  Returning  Thanks  to  the  Voi^un- 

TEERS    FOR   OnE   HUNDRED   DAYS    FROM   THE   STATES   OP   INDIANA, 
ItUNOIS,  lOWA,  AND    WISCONSIN. 

The  term  of  one  hundred  days  for  which  \'ohinteers  from  the  States 

of  IndiaTia,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  volunteered,  under  the  call  of 

their  respective  governors,  in  the  mouths  of  May  and  June,  to  aid  in  the 
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campaign  of  General  Sherman,  having  expired,  the  President  directs  an 
official  acknowledgment  to  be  made  of  their  patriotic  service.  It  was 
their  good  fortune  to  render  eflBcient  ser\'ice  in  the  brilliant  operations 
in  the  Southwest  and  to  contribute  to  the  victories  of  the  national  arms 
over  the  rebel  forces  in  Georgia  under  command  of  Johnston  and  Hood. 
On  all  occasions  and  in  every  service  to  which  they  were  assigned  their 
duty  as  patriotic  volunteers  was  performed  with  alacrity  and  courage, 
for  which  they  are  entitled  to  and  are  hereby  tendered  the  national 
thanks  through  the  governors  of  their  respective  States. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  order  to 
the  governors  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  and  to  cause  a 
certificate  of  their  honorable  service  to  be  delivered  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  States  above  named  who  recently  served  in  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States  as  volunteers  for  one  hundred  days. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  October  12, 1864, 

The  Japanese  Government  ha\4ng  caused  the  construction  at  New 
York  of  a  vessel  of  war  called  the  Fusigama,  and  application  having 
been  made  for  the  clearance  of  the  same,  in  order  that  it  may  proceed  to 
Japan,  it  is  ordered,  in  view  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  country  and  of 
its  relation  with  the  United  States,  that  a  compliance  with  the  applica- 
tion be  for  the  present  suspended.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Gexeilvl  Orders,  No.  282. 

War  Department. 
Adji-tant-Generax's  Office, 

Washington,  NovemlKr  14,  1864, 

OrditrJ  by  the  Prtsidvnt,  I.  That  the  resignation  of  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan  as  major-general  in  the  United  States  Army,  dated  November  8 
and  recoi\'eii  by  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  loth  instant,  be  accepted 
as  of  the  Sth  of  November. 

II.  That  for  the  personal  gallantr>\  militar>'  skill,  and  just  confidence 
in  the  cv^urage  and  jxitriotism  of  his  troops  displayed  by  Philip  H.  Sheridan 
on  ilie  iv)th  day  of  October  at  Cedar  Run,  whereby,  under  the  blessing  of 
lVovidcncx\  his  routed  army  was  reorganized,  a  great  national  disaster 
avorte^l,  and  a  brilliant  victor\-  acliieved  o\"er  the  rebels  for  the  third  time 
in  pitched  Ixittle  within  thirty  days.  Philip  H.  Sheridan  is  appointed 
major-general  in  the  I'nited  States  Army,  to  rank  as  such  from  the  Sth 
day  of  Xo\-embor.  1S64. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND.  Assistant  AdjutamtGeneruL 


Abraham  Lincoln 

EXECrTlVK    MANSrON, 

Washing  ion,  December  ^,  1S64, 
A  war  steamer,  called  the  Funaynm  Soiace,  having  been  built  iu  this 
countr}'  for  the  Japanese  Government  and  at  the  instance  of  that  Goverti- 
nit;nl,  it  is  deemed  to  com|x»rt  with  the  public  interest,  in  \new  of  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  that  Empire, 
that  the  steamer  shoidd  not  lie  allowed  to  proceed  to  Japan,  If,  howe\'er, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shun  Id  ascertain  that  the  steamer  is  adapted  to 
our  sennce,  he  is  authorized  to  purchase  her,  l>ut  the  purchase  money  will 
he  held  in  trust  toward  satisfying  any  valid  claims  which  may  lie  presented 
by  the  Japanese  on  account  of  the  construction  of  the  steamer  and  tlie 
failure  to  deliver  the  same,  as  above  set  forth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEvSSAGE. 


December  6,  1864, 
FciloiV'Cid^cPts  0/ (he  Senaie  and  House  0/ Representatives: 

Again  the  blessings  of  health  and  abundant  liarvests  claim  our  pro- 
fonndest  gratitude  to  Almighty  God. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  affairs  is  reasonal:)ly  satisfactory. 

Mexico  continues  to  l>e  a  theater  of  civil  war.  While  our  political  re- 
lations with  that  countr>^  have  undergone  no  change,  we  have  at  the  same 
time  .strictly  maintained  neutrality  between  the  belligerents. 

At  the  request  of  the  States  of  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua,  a  competent 
engineer  has  lieen  authorized  to  make  a  sur%'ey  of  the  river  San  Juan  and 
the  port  of  San  Juan,  It  is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  for  a  moment  excited  some  political  apprehensions  and 
caused  a  closing  of  the  interoceanic  transit  route  have  Ixren  amicably 
adjusted,  and  that  there  is  a  good  prospect  that  the  route  will  soon  be 
reopened  witli  an  incTea.se  of  capacity  and  adaptation.  We  could  not 
exaggerate  either  the  commercial  or  the  political  importance  of  that  great 
improvement. 

It  would  l)e  doing  injustice  to  an  important  South  American  State  not 
to  acknowledge  the  directness,  frankness,  and  cordiality  with  which  the 
United  States  of  Colombia  have  entered  into  intimate  relations  with  this 
Government.  A  claims  convention  lias  been  constitutc*d  to  complete  the 
unfinished  work  of  the  one  which  closed  its  session  iu  1861. 

The  new  liberal  constitution  of  \^enezuela  having  gone  into  effect  with 
the  universal  acquiescence  of  the  people,  the  Goveramein  under  it  has 
been  recognized  and  diplomatic  intercotmse  with  it  has  opened  iu  a  cordial 
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atid  friendly  spirit.  The  long-deferred  Aves  Island  claim  has  been  satis- 
factorily paid  and  discharged. 

Mutual  paynients  liave  been  made  of  the  claims  awarded  l)y  the  late 
joint  commission  for  the  settlement  of  claims  Ijctween  the  United  States 
and  Perti.  An  earnest  and  cordial  friendship  continues  to  exist  between 
the  two  countries,  and  such  efforts  as  were  in  my  i>ower  have  l^en  used 
to  remove  misnnderstanditig  and  avert  a  threatened  war  between  Peru 
and  Sjmiu, 

Our  relations  are  of  the  most  friendly  nature  with  Chile,  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  Bolivia,  Cc>sta  Rica.  Paraguay,  San  Salvador,  and  Hayti. 

During  the  past  year  no  differences  of  any  kind  have  arisen  with  any 
of  those  Republics,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  their  sympathies  with  the 
United  States  are  constantly  expressed  with  cordiality  and  earnestness. 

The  claim  arising  from  the  seizure  of  the  cargo  of  the  \k\^  Macedonian 
in  1821  has  lieen  paid  in  full  by  tlie  Government  of  Chile. 

Ci\il  war  continues  in  the  Spanish  part  of  San  Domingo,  apparently 
without  prospect  of  an  early  close. 

Official  corres|x>n deuce  has  been  freel\'  opened  with  I^iberia,  and  it 
gives  us  a  pleasing  view  of  social  and  jit>litical  progress  in  that  Repub- 
lic. It  may  be  expected  to  derive  new  vigor  from  American  influence, 
improved  by  the  rapid  disapix^arauce  of  slavery  in  the  I^'niled  Slates. 

I  solicit  \'our  authority  to  ftuiiish  to  the  Republic  a  gunlwat  at  mod- 
erate cost,  to  Ije  reimbursed  to  the  United  States  by  installments.  Such 
a  vessel  is  tieedetl  for  the  safety  of  that  State  against  the  native  African 
races,  and  in  Lil>erian  hands  it  would  l>e  more  e{fecti\'e  in  arresting  the 
African  slave  trade  than  a  squadron  in  our  ow^  hands.  The  possession 
of  the  least  organized  nav^al  force  would  stimulate  a  generous  ambition  in 
the  Republic,  and  the  coniidence  which  we  should  manifest  by  furnishing 
it  would  win  forl>earance  and  favor  toward  the  colony  from  all  civilized 
nations. 

The  proposetl  overland  telegraph  between  America  and  Europe,  by  the 
way  of  Behrings  Straits  and  Asiatic  Russia,  which  was  sanctioned  by 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  has  l>een  undertaken,  under  very  favorable 
circumstances,  by  an  association  of  American  citizens,  with  the  cordial 
good  will  and  support  as  well  of  this  Government  as  of  those  of  Great 
Britain  and  Russia.  Aasurances  have  been  received  from  most  of  the 
South  American  States  of  their  high  appreciation  of  the  enterprise  and 
their  readiness  to  cooperate  in  constructing  lines  tributary  to  that  world- 
encircling  communication.  I  learn  with  nmch  satisfaction  that  the  noble 
design  of  a  telegraphic  communication  between  the  eastern  coast  of 
America  and  Great  Britain  has  l^een  renewed,  with  full  expectation 
of  its  early  accomplishment. 

Thus  it  is  ho|>ed  that  with  the  return  of  domestic  peace  the  country* 

will  l)e  able  to  resume  with  energy  and  advantage  its  former  high  career 

\merce  and  civilization. 
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Oitr  very  popular  and  estiiualile  representative  ni  E,er>^pt  died  in  April 
last.  An  unpleasant  altt^rcation  which  arose  between  the  temporary  iix- 
ciiinl>ent  of  the  office  and  the  Government  of  the  Pasha  resulted  in  a  sus- 
pension of  interconrse.  The  evil  was  promptly  corrected  on  the  arrival 
of  the  successor  in  the  consulate,  and  our  relations  with  Eg}  pt.  as  well 
as  our  relations  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  are  entirely  satisfactor>\ 

The  rebellion  which  has  so  long  Ijeen  flagrant  in  China  has  at  last  l>een 
suppressed,  with  the  cooiJeratiiig  good  offices  of  this  Governineiit  and  of 
the  other  Western  commercial  States.  The  judicial  consular  establish- 
ment there  hiisl3econie  very  difficult  and  onerous,  and  it  will  need  legisla- 
tive revision  to  adapt  it  to  the  extension  of  our  connnerce  and  to  the 
more  intimate  intercourse  which  has  l>een  instituted  with  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  that  vast  Etii[nre.  China  seems  to  be  accepting  with 
hearty  goixl  will  the  conventional  laws  which  regulate  commercial  and 
social  intercourse  among  the  Western  nations. 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  Jajiau  and  the  antimalous  form  of 
its  Government,  the  action  of  that  Empire  in  perfornung  treaty  stipula- 
tions is  inconstant  and  capricious.  Nevertheless,  good  progress  has  been 
effected  by  the  Western  i_M>wers»  moving  with  enlightened  concert.  Our 
own  pecuniar}'  claims  have  Ijeen  allowed  or  put  in  course  of  settlement, 
and  the  inland  sea  has  been  reopened  to  conmierce.  There  is  reason  also 
to  believe  that  these  proceedings  have  increased  rather  than  diminished 
the  friendsliii>  of  Japan  toward  the  United  States. 

The  ports  of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola  have  been  opened  by 
proclamation.  It  is  hoped  that  foreign  merchants  will  now  consider 
whether  it  is  not  safer  and  more  profitable  to  themselves,  as  well  as  just 
to  the  United  States,  to  resort  to  these  and  other  open  pjrts  than  it  is  to 
pursue,  through  many  hazards  and  at  vast  cost,  a  contral>and  trade  with 
other  ports  which  are  closed,  if  not  by  actual  military  occupation,  at  least 
by  a  lawful  and  effective  blockade. 

For  myself,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  and  dntynf  the  Executive^ 
under  the  law  of  nations^  to  exclude  enemies  of  the  human  race  from  an 
asylum  in  the  United  States,  If  Congress  should  think  that  proceedings 
in  such  cjises  lack  the  authority  of  law,  or  ought  to  \m  further  regulated 
by  it,  I  reconnnend  that  provision  Ik*  made  for  effcn:tiia11y  preventing  for- 
eign slave  traders  from  acquiring  domicile  and  facilities  for  their  criminal 
occufxitioTi  in  our  country. 

It  is  possible  that  if  it  were  a  new  and  open  question  the  maritime  ix>w- 
ers,  with  the  lights  they  now  enjoy,  w*onld  not  concede  the  privileges  of  a 
naval  belligerent  to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States,  destitute,  as  they 
are»  and  always  have  been,  equally  of  ships  of  war  and  of  ports  and  har- 
bors. Disloyal  enn'ssaries  have  been  neither  le.ss  assiduous  nor  more 
successful  during  the  last  year  than  they  were  before  that  time  in  their 
efforts,  under  favor  of  that  privilege,  to  embroil  onr  country  in  foreign 
wars*     The  desire  and  detemiinatioTi  of  the  governments  of  the  maritime 
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states  to  defeat  that  design  are  believed  tu  Ix!  as  sincere  as  and  can  not  be 
more  earnest  than  our  own.  Nevertheless,  unforeseen  poHtical  difficul* 
ties  have  arisen,  es|xt:ially  in  Brazilian  and  British  ports  and  on  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  tlie  Ijnited  States,  which  have  required,  and  are  hkely  to 
continue  to  require,  the  practice  of  constant  vigilance  and  a  just  and  con- 
ciliatory spirit  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  the  nations 
concerned  and  their  governnients. 

Commissioners  have  been  appointed  under  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain on  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  Hudsons  Bay  and  Pugets  Sonnd 
Agricultural  Companies,  in  Oregon,  and  are  now  proceeding  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  trust  assigned  to  them. 

In  view  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property  in  the  regi<m  adjacent  to 
the  Canadian  lx>rder,  by  reason  of  recent  assaidts  and  depredations  com- 
mitted by  inimical  and  desperate  persons  who  are  harbored  there»  it  has 
been  thought  proper  to  give  notice  that  after  the  expiration  of  six 
months,  the  period  conditionally  stipulated  in  the  existing  arrangement 
with  Great  Britain,  the  United  States  must  hold  themselves  at  lil>erty  to 
increase  their  naval  armament  upon  the  Lakes  if  they  shall  find  that 
proceeding  tiecessar>\  The  condition  of  the  lx»rder  will  necessarily  come 
into  consideration  in  connection  with  the  question  of  continuing  or  modi- 
fying the  rights  of  transit  from  Canada  through  the  Ignited  States,  as 
w^ell  as  the  regulation  of  impcjsts»  whicii  were  temporarily  estal>lislied  by 
the  reciprocity  treaty  of  the  5th  June,  1854, 

I  desire,  however,  to  lie  unflersttxKl  while  making  this  statement  that 
the  colonial  authorities  of  Canada  are  not  deemed  to  be  intentionally 
unjust  or  unfriendly  tow^ard  the  United  States,  but,  on  the  coutrar>%  there 
is  every  reason  to  expect  that,  wntli  the  approval  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, they  will  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  new  incursions 
across  the  border. 

The  act  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  encouragement  of  inmiigra- 
tion  has  so  far  as  was  possible  been  put  into  operation.  It  seems  to  need 
amendment  which  will  enable  the  officers  of  the  Government  to  prevent 
the  practice  of  frauds  against  the  itnniigrauts  while  on  their  way  and  on 
their  arrival  in  the  ports,  so  as  to  secure  them  here  a  free  choice  of  avo- 
cations and  places  of  settlement.  A  liberal  disposition  toward  this  great 
national  policy  is  matiifested  by  mt>st  of  the  Euro]>ean  States,  and  ought 
to  be  reciprocated  on  our  part  by  giving  the  immigrants  effective  national 
protection.  I  regard  our  immigrants  as  one  of  the  principal  replenishing 
streams  which  are  ajipointed  by  Providence  to  repair  t!ie  ravages  of 
intenial  w^ar  and  its  wastes  of  national  strength  and  health.  All  that  is 
necessary  is  to  secure  the  flow  of  that  stream  in  its  present  fullness,  and 
to  that  end  the  G^overnment  must  in  every  way  make  it  manifest  that  it 
neither  needs  nor  designs  to  impose  involuntary  military  serxnce  upon 
those  who  come  from  other  lands  to  cast  their  lot  in  our  country. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Government  have  been  successfully  admin- 
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istered  during  the  last  year.  The  legislation  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress  has  Ijeneficiaily  affected  the  revenues,  although  sufficient  time  has 
not  yet  elapsed  to  experience  the  full  effect  of  several  of  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  of  Congress  imposing  increased  taxation. 

The  receipts  during  the  year  from  all  sources,  upon  the  basis  of  war- 
rants signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury',  including  loans  and  the  bal- 
ance  in  the  Treasur>^  on  the  ist  day  of  July,  1S6.3,  were  $1 ,394.796,007.62. 
and  the  aggregate  disbursements,  upon  the  same  basis,  were  $1,298,056,- 
101.891  lea\ing  a  balance  in   tlie  Treasury  j  as  shown  by  warrants,  of 

$96,739,905.73. 

Deduct  from  thevSe  amounts  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt  redeemed  and  the  amount  of  issues  in  substitution  therefor,  and  the 
actual  cash  operations  of  the  Treasury  were:  Receipts,  $884,076,646.57; 
disbursements,  $865,234,087.86;  w^liich  leaves  a  cash  balance  in  the 
Treasury  of  $18,842,558.71, 

Of  the  receipts  there  were  derived  from  customs  $102,316, 152.99,  from 
lauds  $588,333.29,  from  direct  taxes  $475,648.96,  from  internal  revenue 
$109,741,134.10.  from  miscellaneous  sources  $47,511,448.10,  and  from 
loans  applied  to  actual  expenditures,  inchiding  former  balance,  $623,* 

443i929*i3' 

There  were  disbursed  for  the  civil  service  $27,505,599.46,  for  pensions 
and  Indians  $7,517,930.97,  for  the  War  Department  $690,791,842.97,  for 
the  Navy  Department  $85,733,292.77,  for  interest  on  the  public  debt 
$53.^**5.42i.69,  making  an  aggregate  of  $865,234,087.86  and  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $18,842,558,71,  as  Ijefore  stated. 

For  the  actual  receipts  and  dislmrsenients  for  the  first  quarter  and  the 
estimated  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  three  remaining  quarters  of 
the  current  fiscal  year,  and  the  general  operations  of  tlie  Treasury  in 
detail,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Treasury.  I 
concur  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  the  proportion  of  moneys  required 
to  meet  the  expenses  consequent  upon  the  war  derived  from  taxation 
should  lie  still  further  increased;  and  I  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to 
this  subject,  to  the  end  that  there  may  be  such  additional  legislation  as 
shall  be  required  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  flie  Secretary. 

The  public  debt  on  the  rst  day  of  July  last,  as  appears  by  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  amounted  to  $1,740,690,489.49.  Probably,  should  the 
war  continue  for  another  year,  that  amount  may  be  increased  by  not  far 
from  five  hundred  millions.  Held,  as  it  is,  for  the  most  part  by  our  own 
people,  it  has  become  a  substantial  branch  of  national,  though  private, 
property.  For  obvious  reas<3ns  the  more  nearly  this  property  can  be 
distributed  among  all  the  |>eo|)le  the  Ijetter.  To  favor  such  general  dis- 
tribution, greater  inducements  to  become  owners  might,  jDerhaps,  with 
gcKid  effect  and  without  injury  1)e  presented  to  persons  of  limited  means. 
With  this  view  I  suggest  whether  it  nnght  not  l^e  both  competent  and 
expedient  for  Congress  to  pro\dde  that  a  limited  amount  of  some  future 
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issue  of  public  securities  might  lie  held  by  any  bona  Jide  purchaser  ex- 
empt from  taxatioti  and  from  seizure  for  debt,  under  such  restrictious 
and  limitations  asmi^lit  !>e  necessary  tu  guard  against  al)nse  of  so  impor- 
tant a  privilege.  This  would  enable  every  prudent  person  to  set  aside  a 
small  annuity  against  a  possible  day  of  want. 

Privileges  like  tliese  would  render  the  possession  of  such  securities  to 
the  amount  linnted  most  desirable  to  c\*ery  person  of  small  uieans  who 
might  be  able  to  save  enough  for  the  purpose.  The  great  advantage  of 
citizens  being  creditors  as  well  as  debtors  with  relation  to  the  public  debt 
is  obvious.  Men  readil\'  perceive  that  they  can  not  l>e  much  oppressed 
by  a  debt  which  they  owe  to  themselves. 

The  i>ul)lie  debt  ou  tlie  rst  day  of  Jidy  last,  although  s^nnewhat 
exceeding  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  to  Con- 
gress at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  falls  short  of  the  esti- 
mate of  that  officer  made  in  the  preceding  December  as  to  its  prolmble 
amount  at  the  l3eginning  of  this  year  by  the  sum  of  $3*995 •097.31.  This 
fact  exhil>its  a  satisfactory  condition  and  conduct  of  the  operations  of 
the  Treasury. 

The  national  banking  system  is  proving  to  lj>e  acceptable  to  capitalists 
and  to  the  people.  On  the  25th  day  of  November  584  national  banks 
had  been  organized,  a  considerable  n inn l>er  of  which  were  conversions 
from  State  banks.  Changes  from  State  systems  to  the  national  system 
are  rapidly  taking  place,  and  it  is  hoped  that  very  soon  there  will  Ije  in 
the  United  States  no  banks  of  i.ssue  not  authorized  by  Congress  and  no 
bank-note  circulation  not  secured  by  the  Government.  That  tlie  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  will  derive  great  l^enefit  from  tliis  change  in  the 
banking  systems  of  the  countr>^  can  hardly  be  questioned.  The  national 
system  will  create  a  reliable  and  permanent  influence  in  sup|XDrt  of  the 
national  credit  and  protect  the  people  against  losses  in  the  use  of  paper 
money.  Whether  or  not  any  further  legislation  is  advisable  for  the  sup- 
preasion  of  State-bank  issues  it  will  be  for  Congress  to  determine.  It 
seems  quite  clear  that  the  Treasury  can  not  be  satisfactorily  conducted 
unless  the  Government  can  exercise  a  restraining  power  over  the  bank- 
note circulation  of  the  country. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary"  of  War  and  the  accompanying  documents 
will  detail  the  campaigns  of  the  arnu'es  in  the  field  since  the  date  of  the 
last  annual  message,  and  also  the  operations  of  the  several  administrative 
bureaus  of  the  War  Dejxirtment  during  the  last  year.  It  will  also  specify 
the  measures  deemed  essential  for  the  national  defense  and  to  keep  up 
and  supply  the  requisite  military  force. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  presents  a  comprehensive  and 
satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  affairs  of  that  Department  and  of  the  naval 
service.  It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  and  laudable  pride  to  our 
countr\'men  that  a  Navy  of  such  vast  proportions  has  l>een  organized  in 
so  brief  a  period  and  conducted  with  so  much  efficiency  and  success. 
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Tlie  geiieml  exhibit  of  the  Navy,  including  vessels  imder  construction 
on  the  I  St  of  December,  1864,  shows  a  total  uf  671  vessels,  carrying  4,610 
guus.  and  of  510,396  tons,  being  aii  actual  increase  during  the  jear,  over 
and  above  all  losses  by  shipwreck  or  in  battle,  of  8.^  vessels,  167  guns,  and 
42,427  tons. 

The  total  nuniljer  of  men  at  this  time  in  the  naval  service,  including 
officers,  is  about  5 1 ,000. 

There  have  been  cai>tured  by  the  Navy  during  the  year  324  vessels, 
and  the  whole  number  of  naval  captures  since  hostilities  commenced  is 
1,579,  of  which  267  are  steamers. 

The  gross  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  condemned  prize  property 
thus  far  reported  amount  to  $14,396,250.51,  A  large  amount  of  such 
proceeds  is  still  under  adjudication  and  yet  to  l>e  reported. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Navy  Department  of  every  description, 
including  the  cost  of  the  innnense  scjuadrons  that  have  been  called  into 
existence  from  the  4th  of  March.  1861,  to  the  ist  of  Noveml^er,  1864, 
is  $238,647,262.35. 

Your  favorable  consideration  is  invited  to  the  various  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  especially  in  regard  to  a  navy-yard 
and  suitable  estaldishment  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  iron  ves- 
sels and  the  machinery  and  armature  for  our  ships,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  my  last  annual  message. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  \iews  expressed  in  the  report  in 
relation  to  the  legislation  of  Congress  at  its  last  session  in  respect  to  prize 
on  our  inland  waters. 

I  cordially  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  as  to  the 
propriety  of  creating  the  new  rank  of  vice-admiral  in  our  naval  service. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  re]x>rt  of  the  Postmaster- General  for 
a  detailed  account  of  the  oi>erations  and  financtal  condition  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department, 

The  postal  revenues  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864^  amounted  to 
$12,438,253.78  and  the  expenditures  to  $12,644,786,20,  the  excess  of 
expenditures  over  receipts  being  $206,652.42. 

The  views  presented  l)y  the  Postmaster-General  on  the  subject  of  spe- 
cial grants  by  the  Government  in  aid  of  the  estalilishment  of  new^  lines 
of  ocean  mail  steamships  and  the  |^>olic>'  he  recommends  for  the  develop- 
ment of  increased  commercial  intercourse  with  adjacent  and  neighljoring 
countries  should  receive  tlie  careful  consideration  of  Ccmgress. 

It  is  of  noteworthy  interest  that  the  steady  expansion  of  population, 
improvement,  and  governmental  institutions  over  tlie  new  and  unoccu- 
pied portions  of  our  country  luive  scarcely  l>een  checked,  mucli  less  im- 
peded or  destroyed,  b>'  our  great  civil  w^ar,  which  at  first  glance  would 
seem  to  have  absorbed  almost  the  entire  energies  of  the  nation. 

The  organization  and  admission  of  the  State  of  Nevada  has  been  com- 
pleted in  conformity  with  !aw»  and  thus  our  excellent  system  is  firmly 
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established  in  the  mountains,  which  once  seemed  a  barren  and  vmiuliab- 
liable  waste  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  those  which  have  grown  up 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  Territories  of  the  Union  are  generally  in  a  condition  of  prosperity 
and  rapid  growth.  Idaho  and  Montana,  by  reason  of  their  great  distance 
and  the  interrnption  of  connnunication  with  them  by  Indian  hostilities, 
have  been  only  partially  organized;  but  it  is  understood  that  these  diffi- 
culties are  about  to  disappear,  which  will  permit  their  governments,  like 
those  of  the  others,  to  go  into  speedy  and  full  operation. 

As  intimately  connected  with  and  promotive  of  tins  material  growth 
of  the  nation,  I  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  valuable  infonnation 
and  important  recommendations  relating  to  the  public  lands,  Indian 
affairs,  the  F*acific  Railroad,  and  mineral  discoveries  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  which  is  herewith  transmitted, 
and  which  report  also  embraces  the  sid>jects  of  patents,  pensions,  and 
otiier  topics  of  pul>lic  interest  pertaining  to  his  Departmeiit. 

The  quantity  of  public  land  disposed  of  during  the  five  quarters  ending 
on  the  30th  of  September  last  was  4,221,342  acres,  of  which  1.538.6 14 
acres  were  entered  under  the  homestead  law.  The  remainder  was  l<x:ated 
with  militaiy-  land  warrants,  agricultural  scrip  certified  to  States  for  rail- 
roads, and  sold  for  cash.  The  cash  received  from  sales  and  location  fees 
was  $i»oi  9,446. 

The  income  from  sales  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  T864, 
was  9678,007.21,  against  $136,077,95  received  during  the  preceding  year. 
The  aggregate  number  of  acres  sur\'eyed  during  the  year  has  l>een 
equal  to  the  quantity  disposed  of,  and  there  is  oi>en  to  settlement  alx>ut 
133,000,000  acres  of  surveyed  land. 

The  great  enterprise  of  connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Pacific  States 
by  railways  and  telegrapli  lines  has  l>een  entered  uj)on  witli  a  vigor  that 
gives  assurance  of  success,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  arising 
from  the  prevailing  high  prices  of  materials  and  labor.  The  route  of  tbe 
main  line  of  the  road  has  been  definitely  located  for  100  miles  westward 
from  the  initial  point  at  Omaha  City,  Nebr,,  and  a  prelinunary  location 
of  the  Pacific  Railroad  of  Califoriua  has  been  made  from  Sacramento 
eastward  to  the  great  bend  of  the  Triickee  River  in  Nevada. 

Numerous  discoveries  of  gold,  silver,  and  cinnabar  mines  have  l>een 
added  to  the  many  heretofore  known,  and  the  country  occupied  by  tbe 
Sierra  Nevada  and  Rocky  mountains  and  the  subordinate  ranges  now 
teems  with  enterprising  laT)or,  which  is  richly  remunerative.  It  is  t>e- 
lie\  ed  that  the  product  of  the  mines  of  predous  metals  in  tliat  region  has 
during  the  year  reached,  if  not  exceeded,  one  hundred  millions  in  value. 

It  was  recommended  in  my  last  annual  message  that  our  Indian  sys- 
tem l)e  remodeled.  Congress  at  its  last  session,  acting  n|>t:)n  I  lie  recom- 
mendation, did  pro\'ide  for  reorgani/.iug  the  system  in  California,  and 

*^  believed  tliat  under  the  present  organization  the  management  of 
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the  Indians  there  will  be  aiteniied  with  reasonable  success.  Much  vet 
remains  to  be  done  10  provide  iVtr  the  projvr  goveninienl  of  ihc  Indians 
in  other  parts  of  ihe  counir\-.  t«^  render  it  secure  for  the  advancing  sot- 
tier,  and  to  pro\'ide  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indian.  The  Secretar\*  re- 
iterates his  recommendations,  and  to  them  the  attention  of  Conjjress  is 
inx-ited. 

The  liberal  pro\-isions  made  by  Conjrress  for  ixiyinsr  pensions  to  in\-a- 
lid  soldiers  and  .sailors  of  the  Republic  and  to  the  widows.  oq>hans.  and 
dependent  mothers  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  Ixittle  or  dieil  of  disease 
contracted  or  of  wounds  received  in  the  .serxice  of  their  country  have  l>een 
diligently  administered.  There  have  been  addevi  to  the  jx:nsion  rolls  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June  la.<  the  names  of  10,770  invalid 
soldiers  and  of  271  disa])letl  .seamen,  making  the  present  numl)erof  anny 
im^lid  pensioners  22,767  and  of  navy  invalid  |^>ensioners  712. 

Of  ^-idows,  ori>hans,  and  mothers  22,198  have  been  placed  on  the 
army  pension  rolls  and  248  on  the  navy  rolls.  The  present  numlKT 
of  army  pensioners  of  this  class  is  25,433  and  of  navy  iKMLsioners  793. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  numlxT  of  Revolutionary  iKMi.siouers 
was  1,430.  Only  12  of  them  were  soldiers,  of  whom  7  have  since  dieil. 
The  remainder  are  those  who  under  the  law  receive  j>ensions  iKvau.so  of 
relationship  to  Revolutionary  soldiers.  During  the  year  ending  the  30th 
of  Jime,  1864,  $4,504,616.92  have  lx?en  paid  to  iKMisioners  of  all  clas.sos. 

I  cheerfully  commend  to  your  continued  patronage  the  l)enevolent  insti- 
tutions of  the  Di.strict  of  Columbia  which  have  hitherto  l)eeu  established 
or  fostered  by  Congress,  and  resj^ectfully  refer  for  information  concerning 
them  and  in  relation  to  the  Washington  A(iueduct,  the  Capitol,  and  other 
matters  of  local  interest  to  the  reix)rt  of  the  Secretary. 

The  Agricultural  Dei)artment,  under  the  suix;r\ision  of  its  ]>resent  ener- 
getic and  faithful  head,  is  rapidly  commending  itself  to  the  great  and 
vital  interest  it  was  created  to  advance  It  is  |)eculiarly  the  ixM)ple's 
Department,  in  which  they  feel  more  directly  a)ncenied  than  in  any  other. 
I  commend  it  to  the  continued  attention  and  fostering  care  of  Congress. 

The  war  continues.  Since  the  last  annual  message  all  the  important 
lines  and  positions  then  occupied  by  our  forces  have  l)een  maintained  and 
our  arms  have  steadily  advanced,  thus  lil)erating  the  regions  left  in  rear, 
so  that  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  parts  of  other  vStates  have 
again  produced  reasonably  fair  crops. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  military  oix^rations  of  the  year 
is  General  Shemian*s  attempted  march  of  300  miles  directly  through 
the  insurgent  region.  It  tends  to  .show  a  great  increase  of  our  relative 
strength  that  our  General  in  Chief  should  feel  aljle  to  confront  and  hold 
in  check  every  active  force  of  the  enemy,  and  yet  to  detach  a  well- 
appointed  large  army  to  move  on  such  an  ex]K'(lition.  The  result  not 
yet  being  known,  conjecture  in  regard  to  it  is  not  here  indulged. 

Important  movements  have  also  occurred  during  the  year  to  the  elTect 
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of  molding  society  for  durability  in  Ibe  Union.  Altliough  short  of  com- 
plete success,  it  is  much  in  the  right  direction  that  12,000  citizens  hi  each 
of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  have  organized  loyal  State  gov- 
ernments, with  free  constitntions,  and  are  earnestly  struggUng  to  maintain 
and  administer  them.  The  movements  in  the  same  direction,  more  exten- 
sive thongh  less  definite >  in  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  TenneSvSee  should 
not  be  overlooked.  But  Maryland  presents  the  example  of  complete  suc- 
cess, Mar>'land  is  secure  to  liberty  and  union  for  all  the  future.  The 
genius  of  rebellion  will  no  more  claim  Maryland,  Like  another  foul 
spirit  being  driven  out,  it  may  seek  to  tear  her,  hut  it  will  woo  her  no 
more. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion abolishing  slavery  tliroughont  the  United  Stales  passed  the  Senate, 
but  failed  for  lack  of  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Although  the  present  is  the  same  Congress  and  nearly  the 
same  memljers,  and  without  questioning  the  wisdom  or  patriotism  of  those 
who  stood  in  opposition,  I  venture  to  recommend  the  reconsideration  and 
passage  of  tlie  measure  at  the  present  session.  Of  course  the  abstract 
question  is  not  changed;  but  au  inter\Tning  election  shows  almost  cer- 
taiid\  that  the  next  Congress  will  pass  the  measure  if  this  does  not. 
Hence  there  is  oidy  a  question  of  it  me  as  to  %vlien  the  projxjsed  amendment 
will  go  to  the  States  for  their  action.  And  as  it  is  to  so  go  at  all  events, 
may  we  not  agree  that  the  sooner  the  better?  It  is  not  claimed  that  the 
election  has  impo.sed  a  duty  on  members  to  change  tht^ir  views  or  their 
votes  any  further  than,  as  an  additional  element  to  be  considered,  their 
judgment  may  be  affected  by  it.  It  is  the  voice  of  the  people  now  for  the 
first  time  heard  ujx>ti  t!ie  question.  In  a  great  national  crisis  like  ours 
unanimity  of  action  among  those  seeking  a  common  end  is  very  desirable — 
almost  indispensable.  And  yet  no  approacli  to  such  unanimity  is  attain- 
able uidess  some  deference  shall  l>e  j>aid  to  the  will  of  the  majority  simply 
because  it  is  the  will  of  the  majority.  In  this  case  the  common  end  is 
the  maintenance  of  the  Union » and  among  the  means  to  secure  that  end 
such  will,  through  the  election,  is  most  clearly  declared  in  favor  of  such 
constitutional  amendment. 

The  most  reliable  indication  of  public  purpose  in  this  country  is  derived 
through  our  popvdar  elections.  Judging  by  the  recent  canvass  and  its 
result,  the  purpose  of  the  people  within  the  loyal  States  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  the  Union  w*as  never  more  firm  nor  more  nearly  unani- 
mous than  now.  The  extraordinar>^  calmness  and  good  order  with 
which  the  millions  of  voters  met  and  mingled  at  the  polls  give  strong 
assurance  of  this.  Not  only  all  those  who  supported  the  Union  ticket, 
so  called,  but  a  great  majority  of  the  opposing  party  also  may  be  fairly 
claimed  to  entertain  and  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  purpose.  It  is  an 
unanswera!)le  argument  to  this  effect  that  no  canrlidate  for  any  office 
wliatever»  high  or  low,  has  ventured  to  seek  votes  on  the  avowal  that 
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he  was  for  giving  up  the  Unioiu  There  have  been  imicli  impugning  of 
motives  and  miicli  heated  cunlroversy  as  to  the  proper  means  and  best 
mode  of  advancing  ilie  Union  cause,  but  on  the  distinct  issue  of  Union 
or  no  Union  the  poUticians  have  shown  their  instinctive  knowledge 
that  there  is  no  diversity  among  the  people.  In  affording  the  people  the 
fair  opportunity  of  showing  one  to  another  and  to  the  workl  this  firtnuess 
and  unanimity  of  purpose,  the  election  has  been  of  vast  value  to  the 
national  cause. 

The  election  has  exhibited  another  fact  not  less  valuable  to  be  known — 
the  fact  that  we  do  not  approach  exhaustion  in  the  most  important 
branch  of  national  resources,  that  of  living  men.  While  it  is  melan- 
choly to  reflect  that  the  war  has  filled  so  many  graves  and  carried  mourn- 
ing to  so  many  hearts,  it  is  some  relief  to  know  that,  compared  with  the 
sunnving,  the  fallen  have  l>een  so  few;  While  corps  and  divisions  and 
brigades  and  regiments  have  fonned  and  fought  and  dwindled  and  gone 
out  of  existence,  a  great  majority  of  the  men  who  composed  them  are  still 
H\dng.  The  same  is  true  of  the  naval  sen'ice.  T!ie  election  returns 
prove  this.  So  many  voters  could  not  else  be  found.  The  States  reg- 
nlarly  holding  elections,  Imth  now  and  four  years  ago,  to  wit,  California^ 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Mary- 
land, Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio.  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Rhotle  Island,  Ver- 
mont, West  Virginia,  and  Wisconsin,  cast  3,982,011  votes  now,  against 
3, 870, 222  cast  then ,  showing  an  aggregate  now  of  3 ,  98 2 ,  o 1 1 .  To  this  is  to 
be  added  33.762  cast  now  in  the  new  States  of  Kansas  and  Nevada,  which 
States  did  not  vote  in  i860,  thus  swelling  the  aggregate  to  4,015,773 
and  the  net  increase  during  the  three  years  and  a  hah*  of  war  to  145,551. 
A  table  is  apjjended  showitig  particulars.  To  this  again  should  be  added 
the  number  of  all  sc:)ldiers  in  the  field  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Cahfornia,  who  by  the  laws 
of  those  States  could  not  vote  away  from  their  homes,  and  which  number 
can  not  be  less  than  90,000.  Nor  yet  is  this  all,  Tlie  number  in  organ- 
ized Territories  is  triple  now  what  it  was  four  years  ago,  while  thousands, 
white  and  black,  join  us  as  the  national  arms  press  back  the  insurgent 
lines.  So  much  is  shown,  affirmatively  and  negatively,  by  the  election. 
It  is  not  material  to  inquire  hoic  the  increase  has  been  produced  or  to 
show  that  it  would  ha\e  h^^w greater  lint  for  the  war,  which  is  probably 
true.  The  important  fact  remains  demonstrated  that  we  have  more  men 
nmv  than  we  had  when  the  war  began;  that  we  are  not  exhausted  nor  in 
prcxress  of  exhaustion;  that  we  ^nc gainhtg  strength  and  may  if  need  l^e 
maintain  the  contest  indefinitely.  This  as  to  men.  Material  resources 
are  now  more  complete  and  abundant  than  ever. 

The  national  rescmrces,  then,  are  unexhausted,  and,  as  we  lx*Iieve,  in- 
exhaustible. The  public  purpose  to  reestablish  and  maintain  the  national 
authorit>'  is  unchanged,  and,  as  we  believe^  luichangeable.     The  niann 
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of  cootiuuiiig  the  effort  remaiius  to  clioose.  On  careful  consideration  of 
all  tlie  evidence  accessible  it  seems  to  me  that  no  attempt  at  negotiation 
with  the  insurgent  leader  could  result  in  any  good.  He  would  accept 
nothing  short  of  severance  of  the  Union,  precisely  what  we  will  not  and 
can  not  give.  His  declarations  to  this  effect  are  explicit  and  oft  repeated. 
He  does  not  attempt  to  deceive  us.  He  affords  us  no  excuse  to  deceive 
ourselves.  He  can  not  voluntarily  reaccept  the  Union;  we  can  not  vol- 
untarily 3'ield  it.  Between  him  and  us  the  issue  is  distinct,  simple,  and 
inflexible.  It  is  an  issue  which  can  only  be  tried  by  war  and  decided 
by  victory.  If  we  yield,  we  are  beaten;  if  the  Southern  people  fail  him, 
he  is  beaten.  Either  way  it  would  be  the  victory  and  defeat  following 
war.  What  is  true,  however,  of  him  who  heads  the  insurgent  cause  is 
not  necessarily  true  of  those  who  follow.  Although  he  can  not  reac- 
cept the  Union,  they  can.  Some  of  them,  we  know,  already  desire  j^eace 
and  reunion.  The  numljer  of  such  may  increase.  They  can  at  any 
moment  have  peace  simply  by  laying  down  their  arms  and  submitting 
to  the  national  authority  under  the  Constitution.  After  so  much  the 
Government  could  not,  if  it  would,  maintain  war  against  them.  The 
loyal  people  would  not  sustain  or  allow  it.  If  questions  should  remain, 
we  would  adjust  them  by  the  peaceful  means  of  legislation,  conference, 
courts,  and  votes,  operating  only  in  constitutional  and  lawful  channels. 
Some  certain,  and  other  possible,  questions  are  and  would  be  beyond  the 
Executive  power  to  adjust;  as,  for  instance,  the  admission  of  members 
into  Congress  and  whatever  miglit  require  the  appropriation  of  nioue}'. 
The  Executive  ix>wer  itself  wouk!  be  greatly  diminished  by  the  cessation 
of  actual  war.  Pardons  and  remissions  of  forfeitures,  however,  would 
still  Ije  withui  Executive  control.  In  what  spirit  and  temper  this  con- 
trol would  Ije  exercised  can  be  fairl>^  judged  of  by  the  past. 

A  year  ago  general  pardon  and  anuiesty,  upon  s|>ecified  tenns,  were 
offered  to  all  except  certain  designated  classes,  and  it  was  at  the  same 
time  made  known  that  the  excepted  classes  were  still  withiti  contempla- 
tion of  special  clemency.  During  the  year  many  availed  themselves  of 
tlie  general  provision,  and  many  more  would,  only  that  the  signs  of  bad 
faith  in  some  led  to  such  precaution ar>'  measures  as  rendered  the  practical 
process  less  easy  and  certain.  During  the  same  time  also  st>ecial  pardons 
have  been  granted  to  individuals  of  the  excepted  classes,  and  no  volun- 
tar>^  application  has  been  denied.  Thus  practically'  the  door  has  l>eeu  for 
a  full  year  oix;n  to  all  except  such  as  were  not  in  condition  to  make  free 
choice;  that  is,  such  as  were  in  custody  or  under  constraint.  It  is  still 
so  open  to  all.  But  the  time  may  come,  probably  will  come,  when  public 
duty  shall  demand  that  it  be  closed  and  that  in  lieu  more  rigorous  meas- 
ures than  heretofore  shall  Ije  adopted. 

In  presenting  the  abandonment  of  armed  resistance  to  the  national 

authority  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents  as  the  only  indispensable  condi- 

'  ^xi  to  ending  the  war  on  the  part  of  llie  Goveniment,  I  retract  nothiug 
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heretofore  said  as  to  slavery'.  I  repeat  the  declaration  made  a  year  ago, 
that  **  while  I  remain  in  my  present  position  I  shall  not  attempt  to  retract 
or  modify  the  emancipation  proclamation,  nor  shall  I  return  to  slavery 
any  person  who  is  free  by  the  terms  of  that  proclamation  or  by  any  of  the 
acts  of  Congress."  If  the  people  should,  by  whatever  mode  or  means, 
make  it  an  Executive  duty  to  reenslave  such  persons,  another,  and  not  I, 
must  be  their  instrument  to  perform  it. 

In  stating  a  single  condition  of  peace  I  mean  simply  to  say  that  the  war 
will  cease  on  the  part  of  the  Government  whenever  it  shall  have  ceased 
on  the  part  of  those  who  began  it. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

TabU  showing  the  aggregate  votes  in  the  States  named  at  the  Presidential  elections, 
respectively y  in  1S60  and  1S64. 
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175.487 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington  City,  December  5,  1864.. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862, 1  most  cordially  recommend 
that  Captain  John  A.  Winslow,  United  States  Nav>',  receive  a  vote  of 
thanks  from  Congress  for  the  skill  and  gallantry  exhibited  by  him  in 
the  brilliant  action,  while  in  command  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Kearsarge,  which  led  to  the  total  destruction  of  the  piratical  craft  Ala- 
bama on  the  19th  of  June,  1864 — a  vessel  superior  in  tonnage,  superior 
in  nimiber  of  guns,  and  superior  in  number  of  crew. 

This  recommendation  is  specially  made  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  which  is  in  the 
following  words,  namely: 

That  any  line  officer  of  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  may  be  advanced  one  grade  if 
upon  recommendation  of  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congress 
for  highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  or  for  extraordinary 
heroism  in  the  line  of  his  profession. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington  City,  December  5,  1S64., 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862, 1  most  cordially  recommend 
that  Lieutenant  William  B.  Cushing,  United  States  Navy,  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  from  Congress  for  his  important,  gallant,  and  perilous  achieve- 
ment in  destroying  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer  Albemarle  on  the  night 
of  the  27th  of  October,  1864,  at  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

The  destruction  of  so  fonnidable  a  vessel,  which  had  resisted  the 
continued  attacks  of  a  number  of  our  vessels  on  former  occasions,  is  an 
important  event  touching  our  future  naval  and  military  operations,  and 
would  reflect  honor  on  any  officer,  and  redounds  to  the  credit  of  this 
young  officer  and  the  few  brave  comrades  who  assisted  in  this  successful 
and  daring  undertaking. 

This  recommendation  is  specially  made  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  which  is  in  the 
following  words,  namely : 

That  any  line  officer  of  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  may  be  advanced  one  grade  if 
upon  recommendation  of  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congress 
for  hi^^hly  distinj2;iiished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  or  for  extraordinary 
heroism  in  the  line  of  his  profession. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Abraham  Lincoln 

Washington  City,  December  5,  1S64, 
Ta  the  Setmie  of  the  United  States: 

By  vimie  of  the  authority  contained  in  the  sixth  5;ection  of  the  act  of 
2 1  St  April,  1864,  which  enacts  **that  any  officer  in  tlie  naval  service,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced  not 
exceeding  thirty  numbers  in  his  own  grade  for  distinguished  condnct  in 
battle  or  extraordinary  heroism,"  I  recommend  Commander  William  H, 
Macomb,  United  States  NavVt  for  advancement  in  his  grade  ten  niim- 
bers,  to  take  rank  next  after  Commander  William  Ronckendorff,  for  dis- 
tinguished conduct  in  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  with 
its  batteries,  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  on  the  31st  October,  1864,  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  naval  division  under  his  command.  The  affair  was  executed 
in  a  most  crtclitablc  maiUK-r.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Wasiunctun  City,  Dvtcmber  5,  /-V/i/ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Uniicd  States: 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  21st  April,  1864,  which  enacts  ''  that  any  officer  in  the  naval  8er\^ice, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  a^nsent  of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced 
not  exceeding  thirty  numbers  in  bis  own  grade  for  distirignished  con- 
duct in  liattle  or  extraordinary  heroism/*  I  reconmiend  Lientenant-Coni- 
raauder  James  vS.  Thornton,  United  States  Navy,  the  executive  officer  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  for  advancement  in  liis  grade  ten 
numbers,  to  take  rank  next  after  Lieutenant-Conunander  William  D. 
Whiting,  for  liis  good  conduct  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the 
brilliant  action  with  the  rebel  steamer  Aiabama,  which  led  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  vessel  on  tlie  19th  June,  1864. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOI^N, 


Washington,  December  7.  1S64. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  yesterday,  requesting  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  aid  furnished  to  the  rebellion  by  British  subjects,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which 


it  was  accompanied. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 


Washington,  December  ij,  1S64, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
**a  treaty  of  friendship,  crmnnerce,  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Honduras, ' '  signed  by  their  respec- 
tive pleniix>tentiaries  at  Comayagua  on  the  4th  of  July  (1864)  last. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
M  P— vor.  VI— 17 


258 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

Washington,  December  /j,  iS6^. 


To  the  Senate  a/ the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  vSetiate,  for  coiisideratitni  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
'*a  treaty  of  amity,  coinmerce,  and  tiavigation,  and  for  the  extradition  of 
fugitive  criminals,  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  RepubHc 
of  Hayti,  sig^ned  by  their  resjiective  plenipotentiaries  at  Port  an  Prince  on 
the  yX  of  November ' '  last. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOLN. 


Washington,  January  7,  iSd^. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transnnt  to  Congress  a  copy  of  two  treaties  between  the  United  States 
and  Belg:iuin,  for  the  extingnishinent  of  tlie  Scheldt  dues,  etc.,  concluded 
on  the  20th  of  May.  1863,  and  20th  of  July,  1S63,  respectively,  the  ratifi- 
cations of  which  were  exchanged  at  Brussels  on  the  24th  of  June  last;  and 
I  recommend  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  thereof 
relative  to  the  payuienl  of  the  proportion  of  the  United  States  toward  the 
capitalization  of  the  said  dues, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExECUTivK  Mansion, 

,,        c.^  rx  \Vashi?iffioH.  Januan^  o,  iS6k, 

Hon.  SCHijvi^HR  Colfax,  s      ^j  .    y^       d 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives, 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  wnth  accom- 
panying repjrt  of  the  Adjutant -General,  iu  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  dated  Deceml^er  7,  1*864,  requestiug^  me  **to 
commutucate  to  the  House  the  report  made  by  Colonel  Thomas  M*  Key 
of  au  itUerview  between  himself  and  General  Howell  Cobb  on  the  14th 
day  of  June,  1862,  on  the  bank  of  the  Chickahtxniiuy,  on  the  subject  of 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war.  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^aut, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


Washington,  January  p,  rS6j, 
To  /he  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  vSeuate  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
requesting  information  concerning  au  arrangement  limiting  the  naval 
armament  on  the  Lakes,  I  transmit  a  report  of  this  date  from  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Abraham  Limoin 
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ExKcuTivK  Mansion, 

Wa &hmg ton ,  January  rj^  ^^6^. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  conchicled  at  the  Isabella  Indian  Reserviition,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  on  the  iStli  day  of  Octoljer,  1^464,  l>etween  H,  J.  Alvord,  spe- 
cial eonuiiissioner,  and  D.  C.  Leach.  United  States  Indian  agent,  acting 
as  conimissioiier  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  cliiefs  and 
headmen  of  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw »  Swan  Creek,  and  Black  River, 
in  the  State  of  Michigan,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  August  2,  1855,  with 
amendments. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  1 2th  instant  and  a  copy 
of  a  comuumication  of  the  Connnissioiier  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  2 2d 
ultimo,  with  inclosure,  accompanx'  the  treaty. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Hon.  H.  IlAMLiN.  Washington,  D.  C.^Jammry  jr.  1865. 

Pfr  side  lit  of  ttte  Senate: 
I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cover- 
ing papers  bearing  on  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Colonel  Richard  T. 
JacoV)s,  lieutenant-gn%ernor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  Colonel  Frank 
Wolford,  one  of  the  Presidential  electors  of  that  State,  requested  by  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  dated  December  20,  1864, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

WASHTxr.Trix,  Ffhnmry  /.  iS6^, 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolnlion  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  ultimo, 
requesting  information  upon  the  present  condition  of  Mexico  and  the 
case  of  the  Frencli  war  trans^xirt  steamer  Rhine,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  pai>ers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  8,  1865. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  ri  note  of  the  4th  instant  addressed  by 
J.  Hume  Bundey,  esq,.  Her  Britannic  Majesty*s  charge  d'affaires,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State»  relati\'e  to  a  sword  which  it  is  proposed  to  present  to 
Captain  Henry  S.  Stellwagen,  commantling  the  United  States  frigate  Con- 
stitution, as  a  mark  of  gi'atittide  for  his  services  to  the  British  brigantine 
Mersey.     The  expediency  of  sanctioning  the  acceptance  of  the  gift  is 


submitted  to  your  consideration. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  J 
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ExBCUTi\^  Mansion,  Fehntary  8,  iS6$, 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives: 

The  joint  resolution  entitled  '*Joint  rest:>lution  declaring  certain  States 
not  entitled  to  representation  iu  the  electoral  college ' '  has  been  signed  by 
the  Executive  in  deference  to  the  view  of  Congress  implied  in  its  passage 
and  presentation  to  him.  In  his  own  view,  however,  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  convened  under  the  twelfth  article  of  the  Constitution,  have 
complete  power  to  exclude  from  counting  all  electoral  votes  deemed  by 
them  to  l>e  illegal,  and  it  is  not  competent  for  the  Executive  to  defeat  or 
obstruct  that  power  by  a  veto,  as  would  be  the  case  if  his  action  were  at  all 
essential  in  the  matter.  He  disclaims  all  right  of  the  Executive  to  inter- 
fere in  any  way  in  the  matter  of  canvassing  or  counting  t-lectoral  votes, 
and  he  also  disclaims  that  by  signing  said  rescdution  he  !ias  expressed  any 
opinion  on  the  recitals  of  the  preamble  or  any  judgment  of  his  own  upon 
the  subject  of  the  resolution.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  February  lo,  iSdj. 
To  the  Saiate  of  the  United  States: 

III  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instaiU,  request- 
ing information  concerning  recent  conversations  or  communications  with 
insurgents  under  Executive  sanction,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retar_\'  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion,  February  lo,  iSds^ 
To  the  Ihmonible  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  response  to  your  resuhition  of  the  Stli  instant,  requesting  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  a  conference  recently  held  in  Hampton  Roads,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  I  gave  Francis  P.  Blair,  sr., 
a  card,  written  on  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Dkckmbhr  28,  1864. 
Allow  the  bearer,  F.  P,  Bl^iir,  sr.,  to  pass  our  lines,  go  Soudi,  aud  return. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

That  at  the  time  I  was  informed  tliat  Mr.  Blair  sought  the  card  as  a 
means  of  getting  to  Richmond,  Va.,  but  he  was  given  no  authority  to 
speak  or  act  for  the  Government,  nor  was  I  informed  of  any  tiling  he 
would  say  or  do  on  his  own  account  or  otherwise.  Afterwards  Mr.  Blair 
told  me  that  he  had  been  to  Richmond  and  had  seen  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis; 
and  he  (Mr,  B. )  at  the  same  time  left  with  me  a  manuscript  letter,  as 
follows,  to  wit: 
jr  ji   Bi..\iR,  Esq.  Richmond,  \k,,  January  12,  1863. 

SiK.:  I  have  dceiiie*!  it  proper,  aiirl  protmbly  ile*?irahle  to  you,  to  give  you  in  this 
fonii  the  siib.stance  of  remarks  made  by  me*  to  lie  rejieatecl  by  you  to  President  Lin- 
\  etc,  etc. 


Aln-aham  LtJicoln 


i  have  no  disposition  to  find  oKstacles  in  forms,  imd  am  willing,  now  as  hereto- 
fore, to  enter  into  negotiations  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  am  ready  to  sctid  a 
commissitm  whenever  I  have  reason  to  snpposie  it  will  be  received,  or  to  receive  a 
commission  if  the  United  States  Government  shall  choose  to  send  one*  That  not- 
withstanding the  rejection  of  onr  former  offers,  I  wouUl,  if  you  could  promise  that  a 
commissioner,  minister,  or  otlier  agent  would  be  receivcfl,  appoint  one  immediately » 
and  renew  the  eflfort  to  enter  into  conference  with  a  view  to  secure  peace  to  the 
two  countries. 

Yours,  etc.,  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Afterwards,  and  with  the  view  that  it  should  be  shown  to  Mr,  Davis,  I 
wrote  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Blair  a  letter,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

F.  P.  Bi,ATR.  Esci.  Washington, ytfwttflo'  /^i  /-%- 

Sir:  Your  having  sliown  nie  Mr.  Davis^s  letter  to  you  of  the  T2th  instant^  you 
ma3'  say  to  him  that  I  have  constantly  been,  am  now,  and  shall  continue  ready  to 
receive  any  agent  whom  he  or  an)'  other  influi  ntial  person  now  reMsting  the  national 
authorit}''  may  informally  send  to  me  with  tlie  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people 
of  our  one  common  country. 


Yours,  etc., 


A.  LINCOLN, 


Afterwards  Mr.  Blair  dictated  for  and  amlnirized  me  to  make  an  entr\- 
on  the  back  of  my  retained  copy  of  the  letter  last  above  recited,  which 
entry  is  as  follows: 

jAfaTARY  28,  1865. 
To-^lay  Mr.  Blair  tells  me  that  on  the  21st  instant  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Davis  the 
original  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  and  left  it  with  him;  that  at  the  time  of  de- 
livering it  Mr,  Diivis  read  it  over  twice  in  >Ir.  Blair's  presence,  at  the  close  of  which 
he  (Mr.  Blair)  remarked  that  the  part  alH>nt  "our  one  common  country'*  related  to 
the  part  of  Mr.  Davis's  letter  idxiut  *'  the  two  countries,"  to  which  Mr.  Davis  replied 
that  he  so  understood  it.  p^   LINCOLN     I 

Afterwards  the  Secretary'  of  War  placed  in  my  hands  the  following 
telci^am,  indorsed  by  him,  as  appears: 


Okfick  United  States  Miwtary  Tklegr.\ph» 

liar  Department. 

The  followinj^  telegram  received  at  Washin^on  January  29^  [865,  from  headquar- 
ters Army  of  James,  6^50  p,  m.,  January  29,  1865:  ^ 

"Hon,  Bbwin  M.  Stanton,  \ 

*  *  Seen  ta  ry  of  Wa  r: 

*'The  followinff  dispatch  just  received  from  Major-General  Parke^  who  refers  it  to 
me  for  my  action,     I  refer  it  to  you  in  Lieutenant -General  Grant's  absence. 

"E.  O.  C,  ORD,  Major-General,  Commanding, 


1 


*  Headquarters  Army  of  Potomac, 
'  Major-General  R  O.  C.  Ord,  ^January  ^,  1865-4  P 

*  Headquarters  Artny  0/ James: 
'The  follownng  dispatch  is  forwarded  to  you  for  your  action.     Since  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  General  Grant's  having  had  any  understanding  of  this  kind,  I  refer 
the  matter  to  you  as  the  ranking  ofllcer  present  in  tlie  two  armies. 

•  JNO.  G.  PARKE,  Major-General,  Commandl 


I 
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*  ViUm   liEAiM^fJAKTEUS  SiVTH  AJUCY  COftPS,  ^gtk. 

'Jtiodffuariifri  Army  of  J^oUmtac: 
'  Akxi^iJ/tL-r  (i.  i>Ur(>turf}*,  K,  M.  T.  Hunter,  an4  J,  A,  Campbell  desire  to  cross  my 
JiiH'i»,  in  HiJ Mjfdaiu'Jt  with  ^^tJ  u»/ien^iulfng  cUimed  to  exifit  H-ith  Lseutenant-Cen- 
L-rul  <)raiK,  '/ii  t)iieir  way  t/t  Wai>liitigt/yn  ai>  fx-ace  commiM»soners.  Shall  they  be 
K/iii>jUi./i  f  TiMry  4Afi>ir«r  iaii  «?arly  iiui^w*rr,  Ut  amw:  through  immediately.  Would  like 
Uf  n-HA-U  Lily  I'i/iiit  ifi'iMgtii  if  thfy  <!aii.  If  they  can  m/t  do  thi«,  they  would  like  to 
lUfiiHi  ihn/ugh  at  lo  a,  tn,  Ut-uu^row  uumiitm,  «q  „  WII^COX 

*Majar'(Jent'ral^  Commanding  Ninth  CorpsJ* 
"January  29— 8. 30 p.  m. 
"  |/tLb|i<.'rt fully  xiiWxxi:i\  Ui  \\w.  JYeiit<knt  for  Kudi  ifiKtructioiiK  as  he  may  be  pleased 
^'  *^*^'''  "  KDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Il  iippearrt  lluit  iilioiit  the  time  of  placing?  the  foregoing  telegram  in  my 
liuiidh  ihe  Seiretury  of  War  dispatched  General  Ord  as  follows,  to  wit: 

War  Dkpartment, 
\\'nshinf>ton  City,  Jan  nary  -?9,  iS6$—iop.  m. 
Major  <;.m.r«l  Oki..  ( Sent  at  2  a.  m.  30th. ) 

Siw:  Tliih  lU'jmrtiiUMit  Iihh  no  knowledj^e  of  any  understanding  by  General  Grant 
to  allow  any  piTbon  lo  oonu*  within  bin  lines  as  connnissioner  of  any  sort.  You  will 
tlunutoiv  allow  no  one  to  ronie  into  your  lines  under  such  character  or  profession 
until  Vi»u  rei'eive  the  President's  instructions,  to  whom  your  telegram  will  be  sub- 
U.illed  tor  his  direetiiuis.  ICDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

St'cretary  of  ll^ar, 

AlleiWitids,  by  iwv  direction,  the  SeiTetary  of  War  telegraphed  Gen- 
eial  Old  as  follows,  to  wit: 

War  Dkpartment. 
U'itstiiHxtoN,  />,  C\,yitm4iify  ?<>,  jS6^ — w.jo a.  m. 
Maj\u  t.iuual  \l  O.  0.  OH\\ 

/ti\iJi^Hs{ftt*\  .  it  my  o/  M<*  /iimt\^. 

SiK  Us  diuv tioi^  K\i  the  l*ivsideut»  vvm  arc  iuslruoteil  to  inform  the  three  gentle- 
uu  u.  Mv^'tvs.  Sle\^hen?i,  Hunter,  and  OampU'H,  that  a  messenger  will  be  dispatched 
tN»  lhvu\  .a  oi  uvnU  where  they  Uv»w  ar^*  without  unuevessary  delay. 

KDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Stxrt'ta/y  of  U  ar. 

.\iw\\\M\U  I  pu\\uv^l  vuul  put  into  the  hands  of  Major  Thomas  T. 
kCckvU  the  loUowiu>i  iuMiuclivnis  and  iness.tge: 

KxhxriTiYK  Mansion. 

SiK  \^'u  wil'  wwvwl  \\\lh  ihv  *.kvu!iK"nts  pLuwl  in  yv»ur  hjoids.  and  on  reach- 
iU;;  v\'.Ki<i*  vHvl  wiV.  vWhvvi  hiui  ihc  U^tcf  culdrvsi^ed  to  him  by  the  Secretary  o£ 
\V  i«  '.Ss'u.  b\  v.:cJK'Uil  vVvts  ;ix'ii.xia'K\\  ^»fvvur\f  viu  iaiersiew  with  Me5&>rk  SteplnenSv 
U,.'!vv:  a'kI  Oimi,vN.^Il,  v^  au\  v»I;  ihcui.  lVh\er  :*.>  him  or  them  the  p>^)er  on  which 
vv^iu  >.vv\  u  vviWi  Wk  wiAitvu.     Xv<^  v^n  the  vx^pv  which  voti  retaia  thie  toae  o£  delmry 


A  In- ah  am  IJucoht 

and  to  whom  delivered.  Receive  tlieir  answer  in  wriliTij^,  \v:iuii)^  a  rfuf^iinahlc  time 
for  it,  and  whicli,  if  it  contain  their  deciMon  to  come  thrtnigh  without  further  con- 
dition, will  be  your  warrant  to  ask  General  Ord  to  pass  them  tlir«*u>*li,  as  direoterl  in 
the  letttr  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  him.  If  by  their  answer  they  decline  to  come, 
or  pro|xi.se  other  terms,  do  not  have  them  pass  through.  And  tliih  being  your  wliole 
duty,  return  and  report  to  me.  *    LIXCOI  N 

City  Point,  Va.,  Ftbrtmry  i,  /S6s* 
Messrs.  AI.HXANDER  H.  SrnPHKKS,  J.  A.  Campbei.1.,  and  R,  M.  T.  HimTEH. 

Gen'TI^emkn:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  SlatesJ  to  phice  tliisi 
paper  in  vour  hands,  with  the  information  tliat  if  3"ou  pass  through  the  ITnited  States 
militar)*  lines  it  will  be  understood  that  you  do  so  for  the  purj>ose  of  an  infomial  con- 
ference on  tlie  basis  of  the  letter  a  copy  of  which  is  on  the  reverse  side  of  tliis  shect« 
and  that  if  you  choose  to  pass  on  such  understanding,  and  so  notify  mc  in  writing,  I 
will  procure  the  commanding  general  to  pass  you  through  t!ie  lines  and  to  Fortress 
Monroe  under  such  military  precautions  as  he  may  deem  pmdentt  and  at  which 
place  >T>u  will  Ije  met  in  due  time  by  some  person  or  perstms  for  the  purpose  of 
such  informal  conference;  and,  further,  tliat  you  shall  have  protection,  safe  conduct^ 
and  safe  return  in  all  events.  THOMAS  T.  ECKERT, 

Major  tittd  Aid-d^'Camp, 

p  p  Bi,AiR,  Esq.  Washington,  >wtt*fO'  /.?,  $86$. 

Sim:  Your  ha>ntig  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  letter  to  you  of  the  12th  instant,  you 
may  say  to  him  that  I  have  constantly  Ijeen,  am  now,  and  shall  continue  ready  to 
receive  any  agent  whom  he  or  any  other  influential  person  now  rf*istingthe  national 
authority  may  informally  send  to  me  with  the  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people 
of  our  one  common  country. 

Youn*,etc.,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Afterwards,  but  before  Major  Eckert  had  de|iarted.  the  frdlow  ing  di»- 
patdi  was  received  from  General  Grant: 

Office  Umtkd  Statks  Miutarv  TkItEgkaph, 

War  i )r part  men  i. 
Tile  following  tcl^^ram  received  at  Washington  January  31,  1H65,  from  City  Point 
Va.,  10.30  a.  m.,  January  30.  1863: 

*' His  Excellency  Abrj^ha^m  Lixcot.x, 

*  President  of  the  United  States: 

**  The  following  communication  was  received  here  lant  ex'ening: 

*  Petersburg,  \a,,  January  jo,  /86j. 
•  LteiHeoatit-General  l\  S-  Grai^, 

'Commanding  Armies  Cn  tied  States, 

*SlR :  We  ilesare  to  pass  your  lines  under  safe  conduct^  and  to  pnxee^l  to  Wash- 
ington to  hold  B  conference  witli  President  Lincoln  upon  the  subject  of  the  existing 
war,  and  wtib  a  xitrm  di  ascertaining  upon  what  terms  it  may  be  terminated,  in  pur- 
woMXtot  of  the  course  indicated  by  hitn  in  his  letter  to  Mr,  Blair  of  January  tS,  i865t 
of  wfaich  we  presume  you  have  a  copy;  and  if  not,  we  wish  to  see  you  in  person,  if 
ooBvenient,  and  to  confer  with  you  upon  the  snhjcct, 

•  Very  respectfully,  youTB,  'ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

•J.  A,  CAMPBELL. 
•R.  M,  T.  HUNTER.* 


W^  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidenis 

■*  I  have  sent  directions  to  receive  tliese  gentlenieu,  and  expect  to  have  them  at  my 
quarters  this  evenitig,  a^Tiititig  your  itifttructions*  '•US  GRANT 

**Lieuimanl-Genera/^  Cofnmandift^  Armurs  UnUed  StaUs.^^ 

This,  it  will  be  perceived,  transferred  General  Ord's  agency'  in  the 
matter  to  General  Grant.  I  resoh^ed,  however,  to  send  Major  Rckert 
forward  with  his  message,  and  accordingly  telegraphed  General  Grant  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

HxEcuTivK  Mansion, 
Wash i Hg lo H ^  Jan uaty  j/,  /Sdj. 

hkuivnanUC^ner^l  Grant.  (^^^*  ^^  ''^^  P-  "'^  > 

Oi}'  Fowl,  Fa.: 
A  messenger  is  coming  to  you  on  the  business  contatned   in  your  dispatch. 
Detain  the  gentlemen  in  comfortable  quarters  until  he  arrives,  antl  then  act  upon 
the  message  lie  brings  as  far  as  applicable,  it  having  bi^en  made  up  to  pass  through 
General  Ord*a  hands,  and  when  the  gentlemen  were  supposed  to  be  beyond  our  lines. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

When  Major  Kckert  departed,  he  !x>re  with  him  a  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  lo  General  Grant,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

War  Dkpartmrnt, 
Lieulvnanl-General  Grant.  misAing-hn,  P.  C.January  30,  /itfj. 

Commandif/j^,  etc, 
(iKKKRAf.;  The  President  desires  that  you  will  plciise  procure  for  tlie  bearer,  Major 
Thomas  T.  Eckert,  an  interview  with  Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell,  and 
if  on  his  return  to  yon  he  requests  it  pass  them  through  our  lines  to  Fortress  Monroe 
by  such  route  and  under  such  military  precautions  as  you  may  deem  pnideiit,  giving 
them  protection  and  coniff^rtable  quarters  while  there,  and  that  you  kt  none  of  this 
have  any  effect  iqxin  your  movements  or  plans. 

By  or.kr  of  the  President:  i.;i>\VlN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Supposing  the  proper  point  to  Ijc  then  reached,  I  dispatched  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  with  the  foUownug  instrnctions,  Major  Eckert,  however, 
going  ahead  of  him : 

ExKctJTivK  Mansion, 
Hon,  William  II.  Skward.  W^ishington^  January  jr,  iSSj, 

Seartaty  a/SiaU: 

You  will  proceed  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Va, ,  there  to  meet  and  infnrrTially  confer  witli 
Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell  on  tbe  basis  of  \uy  letter  to  V,  P.  IMair,  esq., 
of  January  i8,  1865,  a  copy  of  which  you  have. 

You  will  make  known  to  them  tbat  three  things  are  indisj>eii sable,  to  witr 

1.  The  restoration  of  the  national  autliority  tliroiighout  all  the  States. 

2.  No  receding  by  the  Kxecutive  of  the  United  States  on  the  slavery  question  from 
the  position  assumed  thereon  in  tlie  late  annual  message  to  Congress  and  in  preceding 
documents. 

3.  No  cessation  of  hostilities  short  of  aij  eud  of  the  war  and  the  disbanding  of  all 
*orces  hostile  to  the  Government. 


Abraham  Lincoln 
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Yoli  will  iiifortit  them  that  all  proposilioiis  of  theirs  not  inconsistent  with  the  above 
will  Ijc  considered  and  passed  upon  in  a  spirit  of  sincere  liberality.  You  will  hear 
all  they  may  choose  lo  say  and  report  it  to  me. 

You  will  not  assume  to  definitely  consummate  anything. 

Yours,  etc.,  ABRAIIA:\r  LINCOLN. 

On  the  day  of  its  date  tlie  following  telegram  was  sent  to  General 
Grant: 

War  Dkpartment, 
Washington,  D.  C,  luf^ntarv  /,  /^6^, 

Ueutenanl-Gerieral  GRANT,  ^^"^  ^^  ^"^^  ^'  "^' ' 

City  Point,  Va.: 
Let  nothing  which  is  transpiring  change,  hinder,  or  delay  your  niilitar)'  movements 

""'  P*^"''-  A.  LINCOLN, 

Afterwards  the  following  dispatch  w^as  received  from  General  Cjraiit: 

OFFrcK  United  States  Miutahv  Thlkcraph, 

War  !}t'p{xrtment. 
The  following  ttdcj^ram  received  at  Washington  2,30  p,  ni,  February  i,  1H65,  from 
City  Point,  Va.,  February' t,  12.30  p.  ni.,  1865; 

"His  Excellency  A.  Lincoi,k» 

"  President  United  States: 
**  Yoijr  dispatch  received.     There  will  1>e  no  annistice  in  consequence  of  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Stejihcns  :ind  otliers  within  nur  lines.     The  lroi>ps  nrc*  kept  in  readiness 
to  move  at  the  shortest  notice  if  occasion  slunild  justify  il. 

"T,  S.  GRANT;  LieutaHint'Ceneral:' 


To  nutify  Major  Eckt- rt  that  the  Secretary  of  State  woidd  he  at  Portress 

Monnie,  and  to  put  tlieni  in  communication » the  following  dispatch  was 

sent: 

War  Dkpartmknt, 

Major  T.  T,  EciosRT,  Washington,  fX  C,  Fct^rmry  /,  7^65. 

Catr  0/ 1 7 en  era  I  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 

Call  at  fortress  Monroe  ami  put  yourself  nntler  direction  of  Mr,  S,,  vvlioni  yoti  will 

A,  LINCOLN. 


find  there. 


On  ilie  moniing  of  the  2d  instant  the  following  telegrams  were  received 
by  me  respecti%'ely  from  the  Secretary'  of  State  and  Major  Eckert: 

Fort  Monrok.  Va.,  February  /,  /S6s—iijoj*.  m. 
The  Prkstdknt  of  thh  TNiTKn  States: 
AiTi%'e<l  at  10  this  evening.     Riclunond  party  not  here*     I  renmin  here. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

His  Excellency  A.  Lmcow  ^^^^'  ^^'^-^^  ^^^-  ^'^"^^  ''  ms-wp.  m, 

Pirsidettt  of  the  United  States: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  delivery  of  your  communication  and  my  letter  at 
4.15  this  afternoon,  to  which  I  received  a  reply  at  6  p.  m.^  but  not  satisfactory. 
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At  8  p.  m.  the  following  aote,  addressed  lo  General  GraoU  was  received: 

••  Uc«tena«t-G«.eml  Gra«t.  "^^  ^^'  '^'*-  ^'''^'''y  ''  '^- 

'*  SiK:  We  desire  to  go  to  Washington  City  to  confer  informally  with  the  President 
*  personally  in  reference  to  the  matters  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Blair  of  the  xStli 
L  Jannary  ultimo^  without  any  per^nal  compromise  on  any  question  in  the  letter.    We 
have  the  permission  to  do  so  from  the  authorities  in  Richmond. 

-Very  respectfully,  yours,  -ALEX.  H.  STEPHENS. 

"R,  M,  T,  HUNTER, 
•J.  A.  CAMPBELL.'* 

At  9.30  p.  m.  I  notitied  them  that  they  could  not  proceed  further  nnlc^ss  they  com- 
plied with  the  term*  expresee<l  in  my  letter.  The  point  of  meeting  designated  in  the 
above  note  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  insisted  upon.  Think  Fort  Monroe  would 
be  acceptable.  Having  complied  with  my  in^^tructions,  I  will  return  tt>  Washington 
to-tnorrow  unless  otherwi^  ordered.  ^^^  ^  ECKERT,  .^fajon  eU, 

Oh  reading  this  di.spatch  of  Major  Eckert  I  was  about  to  recall  him  and 
the  Secretar}'  of  State,  when  the  following  telegram  of  General  Grant 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  was  shown  me: 

Office  United  States  MrLrrAJtv  Telegrafh, 

War  Department, 

The  following  telegram  rt-ceived  ai  Washington  4.35  a.  m.  February  2,  1865,  from 
City  Point,  Va.»  February'  \,  10.30  p.  ra.,  1S65; 

*'Hon.  Edwix  M,  Staxton, 

'"'Secretary  of  War: 
*  Now  that  the  inier\iew  between  Major  Eckert,  under  his  written  instructions, 
Mr.  Stephens  and  i>arty  has  ended,  I  will  stale  ccm6dentialiy,  but  not  officially 
»|)ecoTne  a  matter  of  record,  that  1  am  convinced  upon  convensation  with  Messrs. 
Stepbcilft  and  Hunter  that  tlieir  intentions  are  goo<l  and  their  desire  sincere  lo  restore 
peace  and  union,  I  have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  express  even  \Hews  of  my  own 
or  to  account  for  my  reticency.  This  has  placed  me  in  an  awkward  position,  which 
I  could  have  avoided  by  not  seeing  them  in  Uie  first  instance,  I  fear  now  their  going 
l>ack  without  any  expression  from  anyone  in  authority  will  have  a  Imd  influence. 
At  the  same  time,  I  recognize  the  difficuUtes  in  the  way  of  receiving  these  informal 
commissioners  at  this  time,  and  do  not  know  what  to  recommend.  I  am  sorry, 
however,  that  Mr.  Lincctln  can  not  have  an  inter\iew  witli  the  two  name<l  in  this 
flinpalch,  if  not  all  three  now  within  nur  lines.  Their  letter  to  me  was  all  tliat  the 
President's  instructions  contemplated  to  secure  their  safe  conduct  if  they  had  used 
the  same  language  to  Major  Eckert. 

*U,  S.  GRANT,  Lieuienant-GenertU. 

This  dispatch  of  General  Grant  changed  niy  purpose,  and  accordingly 
I  telegraphed  him  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  respectively,  as  follows: 

War  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C»  February  2^  /S6^, 

Lieutenant-Gcneral  Grant.  ^  ^"^  *^  ^  *'  ^- ) 

City  Point,  Va.: 

Say  to  the  gentlemen  I  will  meet  them  personally  at  Fortress  Monroe  aa  soon  as  I 
can  get  there. 


Abraham  IJinoln 

\\*  AK    I J  t:  P  A  R  TM  K  XT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  /S6j. 
Hon.  W.Li.lAM  H.  SEWARO,  (Sent  at  9  a.  m. ) 

Foriress  Monroe,  Fa.: 
Induced  by  a  dispatch  from  General  Grant,  I  join  you  at  Fort  Monroe  as  soon  as  1 


can  come. 


A.  LINCOLN. 


Before  starting,  the  following  dispatch  was  shown  me.  I  proceeded, 
nevertheless. 

Office  United  States  Military  Tei^egraph, 

fVar  Department. 
The  foiloi^4ng  telegram  received  at  Washington  l*e]jnuir>'  2,  1865,  from  City  Point, 
Va*,  9  a.  in.,  February  2,  1.S65: 

"Hon.  WiijjAM  H.  Skward, 

'Sicretaty  oj  State,  Fort  Monroe: 
'*The  gentlemen  here  huve  accepted  the  proposed  terms,  and  will  leave  for  Fort 
Monroe  at  9.30  a.  ni.  ,,  ^^  ^  GRANT 

'  *  /.  ieu  t  en  ant'  Generate ' ' 
(Copy  to  Hon.  Kdwin  M,  SLaiiton,  Secretar>-  of  War,  Wasliington. ) 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  I  reached  Hampton  Roads,  foutid  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  Major  Eckert  on  a  steamer  anchored  ofTshore,  and  learned  of 
them  that  the  Richmond  gentlemen  were  on  anotlier  steamer  also  an- 
chored offshore,  in  the  Roads,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  not  yet 
seen  or  communicated  with  them.  I  ascertained  that  Major  Eckert  had 
hterally  complied  with  his  instructions*  and  I  saw  for  the  first  time  the 
answer  of  the  Richmond  gentlemen  to  him,  which  in  his  dispatch  to  me 
of  the  I  St  he  characterizes  as  *'uot  satisfactor>\ "  That  answer  is  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

Thomas  T.  HckkrT,  ^'^^"  ^^'''''''^  "^^^  February  /.  7^65. 

Major  and  Aid^e-Camp. 

Major:  Vour  note*  delivered  by  ^-ourself  this  day,  haa  been  considered.  In  reply 
we  have  to  say  that  we  were  funiiished  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Pretiident  Lincoln 
to  Francis  P.  Blair,  esq.,  i>f  the  iSth  of  January-  ultimo,  another  copy  of  which  iy 
appeiideil  to  yonr  note. 

Our  instructions  arc  contained  in  a  letter  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

I  *'  RiCHMOHD,  January  2S,  iS6s. 

"In  conformity  witli  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ijncoln.  nf  which  the  forej^oinir  \s  a  copy, 
you  arc  to  proceed  to  Washin>fton  City  for  informal  conference  with  hhn  uiKni  the 
issues  involved  in  the  existing  w^ar,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  peace  to  the  two 
countries. 

'*  With  great  respect ^  vonr  obedient  servant, 

"JEFFERSON  DAVIS." 

The  substantial  object  to  be  obtained  by  the  infunnal  conference  is  to  ascertain 
upon  what  terms  the  existing  war  can  be  tenninated  honorably. 

Our  instructions  contemplate  a  personal  interview  between  President  Lincoln  and 
ourselves  at  Washington  City,  but  ^nth  this  explanation  we  are  ready  to  meet  an^ 
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person  or  persons  tliat  Presiileiit  Lincoln  may  appoint  at  such  pkce  as  be  may 
desig^nate. 

Our  earnest  desire  \^  tisnt  a  just  and  liouorable  ^jeace  may  be  a>n"eed  upon,  and 
we  are  prepared  to  receive  or  to  submit  propositions  which  may  pos*5il)ly  lead  to  the 
allainiiieiit  of  that  end. 

Very  respectfully,  yom-s,  ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

R,  M.  T.  HLfNTKR. 

JOHN  A.  campbb:ll. 

'a  note  of  tbese  gentlemen,  snbReqitently  addressed  to  General  Grant, 
lias  already  l>eeii  g^ven  in  Major  Ivckert's  dispatch  of  the  ist  instant. 

I  also  here  saw,  for  the  first  time,  the  following  note,  addressed  by  the 
Rtclimond  gentlemen  to  Major  Eckert: 

Thomas  T.  Eckrrt,  ^^^^^'  ^""^^  ^^-  /^^n^O^  ^.  /5dj, 

Major  ami  Aid-dr-Camp. 
Maj*>r:  In  reply  to  ytmr  verl>al  statement  that  your  instnictions  did  not  allow  you 
to  alter  the  conflitions  npoti  which  a  pass])ort  could  be  j^iveii  to  us,  we  Siiy  that  we 
are  wilHn>j  tcj  prcicee<l  to  Fortress  Monroe  find  there  to  have  an  informal  conference 
wnth  any  f>erw:>n  or  perscnis  that  President  Lincoln  niay  appiint  on  the  basis  of  his 
letter  to  Fmncis  1\  Blair  of  the  i8th  of  January  ultimo,  or  upon  any  other  terms  or 
conditions  that  he  may  hereafter  prnpos^e  not  inconsistent  with  the  essential  princi- 
ples of  self-government  and  popnlar  nights,  upon  which  our  institutions  are  founded. 
It  is  our  earnest  wish  to  ascertain,  after  a  free  intcrchan^t^e  of  ideas  and  iuformatinn, 
upon  what  prittciples  and  tenns,  if  an\',  a  just  and  hononibk'  peace  can  Ije  established 
witliout  tile  further  effusion  of  blotKl,  atid  to  contribitte  onr  utmost  efforts  to  aceoni- 
plish  such  a  result. 

We  Lhink  it  better  to  adrl  that  in  acce|)titif^  yonr  p;ussport  we  are  not  to  l)e  under- 
stoocl  as  comniitliiij^  ourselves  to  anythinj^  but  to  carry  to  this  informal  conference 
the  views  and  feelin^^^s  above  expresssed. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc..  ALEXANDER  IL  STI^^PHENS. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
R.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 

Note.  — Tlie  ttlK>ve  ccnnnmnication  wtis  delivered  to  nie  at  Fort  Monroe  at  4,30  p.  m, 
Februar\  2  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  of  (leuf  ral  Grant *s  staff. 

THUMAS  T.  ECKERT, 
Afajor  and  Aid-de-Camp, 


On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  three  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Stephens,  Htiii- 
ter,  and  Campl)ell,caiiie  akiard  of  otir  steamer  and  had  an  interview  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  tny.self  of  several  hours'  din\ition.  No  cpiestion 
of  prehminaries  to  the  meeting  was  then  and  there  made  or  mentioned;  no 
other  jx^rson  was  present:  no  papers  were  exchanged  or  produced;  and  it 
was  in  advance  agrc*ed  that  the  a:inversation  was  to  be  infonnal  and  verbal 
merely.  On  our  part  the  whole  substance  of  the  instructions  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  hereinbefore  recited  was  stated  and  insisted  upon,  and 
nothing  was  said  inconsistent  therewith;  w^hile  by  the  other  party  it  was 
not  said  that  in  any  event  or  on  any  condition  they  ever  would  consent  to 
reunion,  and  yet  they  equally  omitted  to  declare  that  they  w^^r  would  so 
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consent.  They  seemed  to  desire  a  postponement  of  that  question  and 
the  adoption  of  some  other  course  first,  which,  as  some  of  ihem  seemed  to 
argue,  might  or  might  not  lead  to  rennion,  but  which  course  we  thouglit 
would  amount  to  an  indefinite  postponenieut.  The  conference  ended 
without  result. 

The  foregoing,  containing,  as  is  heheved,  all  the  iufoniiatiou  sought,  is 
respectfully  submitted.  ABRAHAM  I.INCOLN. 

Washington,  February  rj,  iS6s* 
To  the  Satate  and  Hmtse  of  Rcpreseniaiivts: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  1 2th  nhinm,  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  minister  resident  of  the  lluited  States  at 
Stockhohn,  relating  to  an  international  exhibition  to  be  held  at  Bergen, 
in  Norway,  during  the  coming  summer.  The  exj^ediency  of  any  legislation 
upou  the  subject  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  ij,  rSdj, 
T&  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  cop\'  of  a  note  nf  the  2d  instant,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  Comniandt^r  J.  C.  de  Figanlere  a  Morafi, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Faithful 
Majesty  the  King  of  Portugal,  calling  attention  to  a  proposed  intenia- 
tioual  exliibition  at  the  city  uf  Oporto,  to  be  opened  in  August  next,  and 
inviting  contributions  thereto  of  the  products  of  Auiericau  manufactures 
and  industr>\  The  expediency  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject  is  sub- 
mitted  for  your  consideration.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  Febrtmn*  2^;,  /S6j, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  couipliance  w^th  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  I 
transmit  lierewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  accom- 
panying (leneraJ  Orders,  No.  25,*  issued  by  Major-General  Banks  at 
New  Orleans,  I^bruary  3,  .864.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


I 


Executive  Mansion, 
IVashington,  February  ^7,  iS6^, 
To  ttte  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  and  concluded  with  the  Klamath  and  Modoc  tribes  of 
Indians  of  Oregon,  at  Fort  Klamath »  on  the  5  th  day  of  Octolier,  1864. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  this  date,  a  copy  of  the 

♦  On  the  subject  of  compenasited  plaiitalian  labor,  pul>tic  or  private. 
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rej>ort  of  the  Couimissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  24th  instant,  and 
a  communication  (if  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  iu  Oregon 
accompatiy  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Hon.  H.  Hamux,  Washinghn,  D.  C,  February*  28, 1865, 

President  t^nited  States  Senate, 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  rcs*>hition  of  the  Senate  dated  Febrnar>'  14,  1865^ 
I  transmit  herewith  a  conunun  teat  inn  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  for- 
warding a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry  ' '  in  respect  to  the 
explosion  of  the  mine  in  front  of  Petersburg, " ' 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olxfdient  servant, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Manh  2,  186^, 
Hon.  ScHivLHR  Colfax. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represefitatizfes: 
I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  wiiich,  with 
my  pennission.  has  l:)eeti  delayed  until  the  present  time  to  enable  the 
Lieut enant-General  to  furnish  his  re]X)rt.  *     ,  TNCOI  TV 

[The  same  message  was  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate.] 

Washington,  Mareh  j,  /SSj. 
To  the  Seftate  a  fid  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  report,  dated  ist  instant,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  compliance 
wnth  the  requirements  of  the  eighteentli  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regidate  the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the  United  States/ ' 
approved  August  i^,  1856.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


VETO  MESSAGE.^ 

Executive  Mansion,  ytf;iWtfrF  5,  iS6j. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  af  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  return  to  your  honoralile  Ixxly,  in  which  it  originated,  a 
"Joint  resolution  to  correct  certain  clerical  errors  in  the  internal -re  venue 
act,"  without  my  api>roval. 

My  reason  for  so  doing  is  that  I  am  informed  that  this  joint  resolution 

•  Pocket  veto. 


Abraham  Lincoln 


was  prepared  during  the  last  nionieiits  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  correlating  certain  errors  of  reference  in  the  intenial-reve- 
nue  act  whicli  were  discovered  on  an  exanii nation  of  an  official  copy 
procured  from  the  State  Department  a  few  hours  only  Ijefore  the  adjourn- 
ment. It  passed  the  House  and  went  to  the  Senate,  where  a  vote  was 
taken  nix>n  it,  hut  by  stjme  accident  it  was  not  presented  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate  for  his  signature. 

Since  the  adjounnnent  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  other  errors  of  a 
kind  similar  to  those  which  this  resolution  was  designed  to  correct  have 
l)een  discovered  in  the  law,  and  it  is  now  thought  most  expedient  to 
include  all  tlie  necessar>'  corrections  in  one  act  or  resolution. 

The  attention  of  the  profx^r  committee  of  the  Hmrse  has.  I  am  informed, 
been  already  direct  eel  to  the  preparation  of  a  bill  for  this  purpose. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

^K  Bv  THE  Pkesident  of  tfie  United  States. 

^^  A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  the  act  approved  July  4,  1864,  entitled  *'An  act  further  to 
regulate  and  provide  for  the  enrolJing^  atid  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
and  for  otiier  puqx>ses,"  it  is  provided  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may,  ''at  his  discretion,  at  any  time  hereafter,  call  for  any  num- 
l)er  of  men,  as  vohniteers  for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two,  and  three 
years  for  military  ser\*ice/*  and  *'that  in  case  the  quota  or  any  part 
thereof  of  any  \ovra,  township,  ward  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  election  dis- 
trict, or  of  any  county  not  so  sulxiivided,  shall  not  lie  filled  within  the 
space  of  fifty  days  after  such  call,  then  the  President  shall  inunediately 
order  a  draft  for  one  year  to  fill  such  quota  or  au)'  part  thereof  which 
may  be  unfilled;  "  and 

Whereas  by  the  credits  allow^ed  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress 
on  the  call  for  500,000  men,  made  July  18,  1864,  the  number  of  men  to 
lie  obtained  under  that  call  was  reduced  to  280,000;  and 

Wliereas  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  certain  States  have  rendered 
it  impracticable  to  procure  from  thetii  their  full  quotas  of  troops  under 
said  call;  and 

Whereas  from  the  foregoing  causes  but  240,000  men  have  been  put 
hito  the  Army,  Na^y,  and  Marine  Corps  under  the  said  call  of  July  18, 
1864,  leaving  a  deficiency  on  that  call  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
(260,000): 

Now  I  therefore,  I,  Abraham  IJncolu,  President  of  the  United  States  of 


I 
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America,  in  order  to  snpply  the  aforesaid  deficienc^^  and  to  provide  for 
casualties  in  the  militar>^  and  naval  ser%dce  of  the  United  States,  do  issue 
this  my  call  for  three  hundred  thousand  (  3O0axx>  )  volunteers  to  s^txq  for 
one,  two,  or  three  years.  The  quotas  of  the  States,  districts,  and  sulxlis- 
tricts  under  this  call  will  be  assigne<l  by  the  War  Department  through 
the  bureau  of  the  Provost-Marshal-General  of  the  United  States,  and  "in 
case  the  quota  or  any  jmrt  thereof  of  any  town,  township,  ward  uf  a  city, 
precinct,,  or  election  district,  or  of  any  county  not  so  subdivided,  shall  not 
be  filled''  before  the  15th  day  of  February,  1S65,  then  a  draft  shall  be 
made  to  fill  such  quota  or  any  part  thereof  mider  this  call  which  may 
be  unfilled  on  said  i5th  day  of  Febrtiar>%  1865. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  ni>'  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  19th  clay  of  Deceml»er, 
A,  D-  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WlUJAM  H.  Skward» 

Sccniary  of  State, 


[seal.] 


By  the  President  of  the  UNiTEn  vStatks  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  act  of  Confess  of  the  28th  of  September,  1850,  entitled 
"An  act  to  create  additional  collection  districts  in  the  State  of  California, 
and  to  change  the  existing  districts  therein,  and  to  modify  the  existing 
collection  districts  in  the  United  States/'  extends  to  merchandise  ware- 
hour  jd  under  bond  the  privilege  of  being  exported  to  the  British  North 
American  Provinces  adjoining  the  United  States  in  the  manner  prescrilied 
in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845,  which  designates  certain 
frontier  ports  tlirough  which  merchandise  may  be  exp>rted,  and  further 
provides  "that  stich  other  ixirts  situated  on  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  adjoining  the  British  North  American  Provinces  as  may  here- 
after l>e  found  expedient  may  ha%'e  extended  to  them  the  like  privileges 
on  the  reconmiendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  proclama- 
tion dnly  made  by  the  President  of  the  Uinted  States  specially  designat- 
ing the  ports  to  which  the  aforesaid  privileges  are  to  be  extended: " 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln.  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  accordance  with  t!ie  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnr>%  do  herel>y  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  port  of  St.  Allans, 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  is  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  in 
regard  to  the  exix>rtation  of  merchandise  in  bond  to  the  British  North 
American  Provinces  adjoining  the  United  States  which  are  extended  to 
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the  ports  enumerated  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1845,  aforesaid,  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  vSet  my  hand  and  caused  llie  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  10th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM   I.INCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

William  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[seal.] 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  op  America. 

A  PROCI.AMATION. 

Whereas  objects  of  interest  to  the  United  States  require  that  the  Senate 
should  he  convened  at  12  o'clock  an  the  4th  of  March  next  to  receive 
and  act  upon  sucli  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of 
the  Executive: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincohi,  President  of  the  United  States, 
have  considered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  issue  this  my  proclamation,  declar- 
ing that  an  extraordinar>*  occasion  requires  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  convene  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  Capitol,  in  the 
city  of  Wasliington,  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon 
on  that  day,  of  which  all  who  shall  at  that  time  be  entitled  to  act  as 
members  of  that  body  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  at  Washing- 
r  -n     ton,  the  17th  day  of  February,  A,  D.  1S65,  and  of  the  Inde- 

pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 


ExFXUTiVK  Mansion.  December  10,  iS6^. 
Ordered,  first.  That  Major-General  William  F.  Smith  and  the  Hon. 
Henry  Stanbery  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  special  commissioners 
to  hivestigate  and  report,  for  the  information  of  the  President,  upon  the 
civil  and  militar>^  administration  in  the  military  division  bordering  upon 
and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  under  such  instructions  as  shall  be  issued  ^'- 
authorily  of  the  President  and  the  War  Department. 

M  P— VOL  VI      18 
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Second.  Said  commissioners  shall  \m\e  power  to  examine  witnesses 
upon  oatli»  and  to  take  sncli  proofs,  orally  or  in  writing,  upon  the  subject- 
P  matters  of  iinestigation  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  and  retuni  the  same 
'  togetlier  with  their  report. 

Third.  All  officers  and  persons  in  the  military,  naval,  and  revenue 
serv'ices,  or  in  any  branch  of  the  pubHc  service  under  the  antliority  of 
the  United  States  GovenuHcnt,  are  reqniretl,  ujion  subpctna  issued  by 
direction  of  the  said  connnissioners,  to  ap|>ear  liefore  them  at  such  time 
and  place  as  may  Ije  desig:nated  in  said  subpa^na  and  to  give  testimony 
on  oath  toucliing  such  matters  as  may  be  inquired  of  by  the  connnission- 
ers,  and  to  produce  such  books,  papers,  wTitings,  and  documents  as  they 
may  be  nntiJied  or  required  to  produce  by  the  commissioners,  and  as  may 
be  in  their  possession. 

Fourth.  Said  special  commissioners  shall  also  investigate  and  report 
iip<jn  any  other  matters  that  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  shall  witli  all  cotivenient  dispatch  make  report  to  him  in 
writing  of  their  investigation,  and  shall  also  from  time  to  time  make  spe- 
cial reports  to  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  such  matters  as  they  may  deem 
of  importance  to  the  public  interests. 

Fifth.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  assign  to  the  said  comnn'ssioners 
such  aid  and  assistance  as  may  Ije  required  fi;?r  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  make  such  just  and  reasonable  allowances  and  compensation 
for  the  said  commissioners  and  for  the  j^ersons  employed  by  them  as  he 
may  deem  pro|>er. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Department  of  State, 
llashhigftm,  Deceynber  77,  1S64. 
The  President  directs  that,  except  immigrant  passengers  directly  enter- 
ing an  American  port  by  sea,  henceforth  no  traveler  shall  l>e  allowed  to 
enter  the  United  States  from  a  foreign  country  without  a  passport.  If  a 
citizen,  the  pass|>ort  must  l>e  from  this  Department  or  from  some  Ignited 
States  minister  or  consul  abroad;  and  if  an  aheu,  from  the  competent 
authority  of  his  own  country,  the  passport  to  l>e  countersigned  by  a  dip- 
lomatic agent  or  consul  of  the  LTnited  States.  This  regulation  is  intended 
to  apply  especially  to  persons  proposing  to  come  to  the  United  States  from 
the  neighlxjring  British  Provinces.  Its  ol>sen'ance  will  be  strictly  enforced 
by  all  officers,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  State  and  municipal  authorities  are  requested  to  aid  in  its  execu- 
tion. It  is  expected,  howe^^er,  that  no  immigrant  passenger  coming  in 
manner  aforesaid  will  be  obstructed,  or  any  oilier  i>ersons  who  may  set 
out  on  their  way  hither  before  intelligence  of  this  regulation  could  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  reach  the  countr\^  from  which  they  may  have 

[started, 

WILLIAM  H.  SKW^ARD. 


Abraham  Lincoln 


Washington.  D.  C,  December  jr,  1S64. 
By  the  authority  conferred  upon  the  President  of  the  United  Statesi 
by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2,  1864,  enti- 
tled **Xn  act  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Mis^oim  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,"  etc.,  I, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  designate  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  Boston;  the  Chicago  and  Rcxrk  Island  Rail- 
road Company's  office,  Chicago;  the  First  Nationnl  Bank  at  Philadelphia; 
the  First  National  Bank  at  Baltimore;  the  First  National  Bank  at  Cin- 
cinnati, and  the  Third  National  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  in  addition  to  the 
general  office  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  the  places  at  which  the  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
shall  cause  lKK:)ks  to  he  kept  open  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock  of  said  company.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washingtofi  City,  January  20,  186^. 
Ordered,   That  no  clearances  for  the  exportation  of  hay  from  the 
United  States  be  granted  nntil   further  orders,  unless  the  same  shall 
have  been  placed  on  shipboard  before  the  publication  hereof. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExECrTi\^  Mansion,  Washington  City,  February  6,  i86s> 
Whereas  coniplaints  are  made  in  some  Ux^alities  respecting  the  assign* 
ments  of  quotas  and  credits  allowed  for  the  pending  call  of  troops  to  fill 
up  the  armies: 

Now,  in  f>rder  to  determine  all  controversies  in  respect  thereto  and  to 
avoid  any  delay  in  filhng  up  the  armies,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Attorney- 
General,  Brigadier-General  Richard  Delafield,  and  Colonel  C.  W.  Foster 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  cfjustituted  a  board  to  examine  into  the  proper 
quotas  and  credits  of  the  respective  States  and  districts  under  the  call 
of  December  19,  1864,  with  directions,  if  any  errors  be  found  therein,  to 
make  such  corrections  as  the  law  and  facts  may  require  and  re|)ort  their 
^leternuuation  to  the  Provost- NLirshahGeneral,  The  determination  of 
■lid  hoard  to  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  the  draft  to  be  made  in  con- 
tormity  therev^nth. 

2,  The  Provost-Marshal-General  is  ordered  to  make  the  draft  in  the 
respective  districts  as  i^edily  as  the  same  can  be  done  after  the  15th  of 

^^°^'^"^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  /j,  iSd^. 
To  the  MiHtary  Officen  Commanding  in  West  Tennessee: 

While  1  can  not  order  as  within  requested,  allow  me  to  say  that  it  is 
my  wish  for  you  to  relieve  the  people  from  all  burdens,  harassments,  and 
oppressions  so  far  as  is  possible  consistently  with  your  military  necessities! 
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that  the  object  of  the  war  being  to  restore  and  maintain  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  good  go\'eninieiit,  I  desire  you  to  help,  and  not  hinder,  ever>^ 
advance  in  that  direction. 

Of  your  mihtary  necessities  you  must  judge  and  execute,  but  please  do 
so  in  the  spirit  aad  with  the  purpose  above  indicated. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

[ytmil  the  BftUy  NatlotiAl  Intelligeticer,  Februaty  ii,  1S65,] 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  February  21,  iS6§, 

The  Department  buildings  will  be  illuminated  on  the  night  of  Wash- 
ington's birthday,  in  honor  of  the  recent  triumphs  of  the  Union. 
By  order  of  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


SECOND  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 


FEtLOW-CouNTR\^iEN:  At  this  second  appearing  to  take  the  oath  of 
the  Presidential  office  there  is  less  occasion  for  an  extended  address  than 
there  was  at  the  first.  Then  a  statement  somewhat  in  detail  of  a  course 
to  be  pursued  seemed  fitting  and  proper.  Now,  at  the  expiration  of  four 
years,  dtiring  which  jiublic  declarations  have  been  constantly  called  forth 
on  every  point  and  phase  of  the  great  contest  which  still  absorbs  tlie  atteti- 
tioii  and  engrosses  the  energies  of  the  nation,  little  that  is  new  could  be 
presented.  The  progress  of  our  arms,  upon  which  all  else  chiefly  de^iends, 
is  as  well  known  to  the  public  as  to  myself,  and  it  is,  I  trust,  reasonably 
satisfactory  and  encouraging  to  all.  With  high  hope  for  tlie  future,  no 
prediction  in  regard  to  it  is  ventured. 

On  the  occasion  corresjiotiding  to  this  four  years  ago  all  thoughts  were 
anxiously  directed  to  an  imi>ending  civil  war.  All  dreaded  it,  all  sought 
to  avert  it.  While  the  inaugural  address  was  being  delivered  from  this 
place,  devoted  altogether  to  saving  the  Union  witbout  war,  insurgent 
agents  were  in  the  city  seeking  to  destroy  it  without  war — seeking  to  dis- 
solve the  Union  and  di\ide  effects  by  negotiation.  Both  parties  depre- 
cated war,  Imt  one  of  them  would  make  war  rather  than  let  the  nation 
survive,  and  the  other  would  accept  war  rather  than  let  it  perish,  and  the 
war  came. 

One-eighth  of  the  whole  population  were  colored  slaves,  not  distrib- 
uted generally  over  the  Union,  but  hjcalized  in  the  sotithern  part  of  it. 
These  slaves  constituted  a  i>eculiar  and  powerful  interest.  All  knew 
that  this  interest  w^as  sonrehow  the  cause  of  the  war.  To  strengthen, 
perpetuate,  and  extend  this  interest  was  the  object  for  which  the  insur- 
gents would  rend  the  Union  even  b\'  war,  w  hile  the  Goveninieiit  claimed 
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no  right  to  do  more  than  to  restrict  the  territorial  enlargement  of  it. 
Neither  party  expected  for  the  war  the  magnitude  or  the  duration  which 
it  has  already  attained.  Xeither  anticipated  that  the  lanse  of  the  con- 
flict might  cease  with  or  even  before  tlie  conflict  itself  sliould  cease. 
Each  looked  for  an  easier  triumplu  ^ii^d  a  result  less  fundamental  and 
astounding.  Both  react  the  same  Bible  and  pray  to  the  same  God.  and 
each  invokes  His  aid  against  the  other.  It  ma}'  seem  strange  that  any 
men  should  dare  to  ask  a  just  God's  assistance  in  w^ringing  their  bread 
from  the  sweat  of  other  men's  faces,  but  let  us  judge  not,  that  we  l)e  not 
judged.  The  prayers  of  iKUth  could  not  l>e  answered.  That  of  neither 
has  l>een  answered  fully.  The  Ahnighty  has  His  own  purposes.  "Woe 
unto  the  world  L>ecause  of  ofl'euses;  for  it  must  needs  he  that  offenses 
come,  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  tlie  offense  conieth."  If  we  shall 
suppose  that  American  slavery  is  one  of  those  offenses  which,  in  the 
providence  of  God.  must  needs  come,  Imt  which,  having  continued 
tln'ough  His  apprjinted  time,  He  now  wills  to  remove,  and  that  He  gives 
to  both  North  and  South  this  terrible  war  as  the  woe  due  to  those  by 
wiiotn  the  offense  came,  shall  we  discern  therein  any  departure  from 
those  divine  attributes  which  the  believers  in  a  living  God  always  ascribe 
to  Him?  Fondly  do  we  hoj>e,  fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this  mighty 
scourge  of  war  may  speedily  pass  away.  Yet,  if  God  wills  that  it  con- 
tinue until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the  lx>ndsman\s  two  hundred  and  iifty 
years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  te  sunk,  and  until  every  drop  of  blood 
drawn  with  the  lash  shall  \yc  paid  by  another  drawii  with  the  sword,  as 
was  said  three  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said  ' '  the  judgments 
of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether/* 

With  malice  toward  none,  with  cliarity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work 
we  are  in.  to  bind  up  the  nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have 
borne  the  liattle  and  for  his  widow  and  his  orphan,  to  do  al!  which  may 
achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  j>eace  among  ourselves  and  with 
all  nations, 

March 


^u    I 


4,  1865.-. 


9v 


>NUtM>w^    >  ^    1^  1    ^. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGEa 


Washington,  D.  C.^  March  8,  1865. 
n  the  Smate  of  tht  United  States: 

The  fourth  section  of  the  law  of  i6th  January*  i857»  provides  that 
reser^'^ed  officers  may  be  promoted  on  the  reserved  list,  by  and  with  the 
ad\nce  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  itnder  this  authority  various  officers 
of  the  Navy  have  been  promoted  one  grade  from  time  to  time. 

I  therefore  nominate  Commander  John  J.  Young,  now  on  the  reserved 
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list,  to  be  a  captain  in  tlic  Na\y  on  the  resen-ed  list  from  the  12th 
bigusl,  1S54,  the  date  when  he  was  entitled  to  his  rej^nlar  promotion 
bad  he  not  been  overslaughed.  It  is  due  to  this  officer  to  state  that  he 
was  passed  over  in  consequence  of  physical  disability^  this  disability  hav- 
mg  occurred  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  prior  to  his  misfortune 
he  bore  the  reputation  of  an  efficient  and  coirect  officer,  and  subsequently 
has  evinced  a  willingness  to  perform  w^hatever  duties  were  assigned  liim. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


WashingTux.  March  S,  iSd^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

111  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting  the 
return  of  a  certain  joint  resolution,'^'  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

^^^^^^*=^*  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  twenty-first  section  nf  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on 
the  3d  instant,  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  heretofore 
passed  to  provide  for  the  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces  and 
for  other  purposes,  '*  requires  *'  that,  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  penal- 
ities of  the  crime  of  desertion  from  the  military  or  naval  service,  all  per- 
1  sons  ^vho  have  deserted  the  military  or  nava!  service  of  the  United  States 
who  shall  not  return  to  said  servnce  or  report  themseh^es  to  a  provost- 
marshal  within  sixty  days  after  the  proclamation  hereinafter  mentioned 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  volontanly  relinquished  and  forfeited 
their  rights  of  citizenship  and  their  rights  to  become  citizens,  and  such 
■  deserters  shall  be  fore\^cr  incapable  of  h*»ldint^  any  office  of  trust  or  profit 
tinder  the  United  States  or  of  exercising  any  rights  of  citizens  thereof; 
and  all  persons  who  shall  hereafter  desert  the  militar>^  or  naval  sen^- 
ice»  and  all  persons  \v!io.  1>eing  dnly  enrolled,  shall  depart  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  district  in  which  he  is  enrolled  or  go  be>'ond  the  hmits  of  the  United 
States  with  intent  to  avoid  any  draft  into  the  military  or  naval  service 
duly  ordered,  shall  lie  liable  to  the  penalties  of  this  section.  And  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  forthwith  on  the  passage 
of  this  act,  to  issue  his  proclamation  setting  forth  the  pro\^sions  of  this 
section,  in  wdiich  proclamation  the  President  is  requested  to  notify  all 

^Katlllecl  ''joint  resoJution  in  relation  to  certain  rflLilroads.*' 
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deserters  returning  within  sixty  days  as  aforesaid  that  they  shall  be  par- 
doned on  condition  of  returning  to  their  regiments  and  companies  or  to 
such  other  organizations  as  they  may  be  assigned  to  until  they  shall  have 
ser\'ed  for  a  period  of  time  equal  to  their  original  term  of  enlistment;' ' 
Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation .  as  required  by  said  act, 
ordering  and  requiring  all  deserters  to  reluru  to  their  proper  posts;  and 
I  do  hereby  notify  them  that  all  deserters  who  shall,  within  sixty  days 
from  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  viz,  on  or  l>efore  the  10th  day  of 
May,  iiS65,  return  to  service  or  report  themselves  to  a  provost-marshal 
shall  be  pardoned,  on  condition  that  they  return  to  their  regiments  and 
cumpauies  or  to  such  other  organizations  as  they  may  l>e  assigned  to 
and  ser\"e  the  remainder  of  their  original  terms  of  enlistment  and  in  addi- 
tion thereto  a  period  equal  to  the  time  lost  by  desertion. 

In  testiaiony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  iu>'  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  -|         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  Uiis  itth  day  of  March, 

A.  D.  1S65,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a  proclamation. 


Whereas  reliable  information  has  been  received  that  hostile  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  have  been  funiished  with  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  by  persons  dwelling  in  conteruuiious  foreign  territory, 
and  are  thereby  enabled  to  prosecute  their  savage  warfare  upon  the  ex-^ 
posed  and  sparse  settlements  of  the  frontier: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  knowTi  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  direct  that  all 
persons  detected  in  that  tiefarioiis  traffic  shall  be  arrested  and  tried  by 
court-martial  at  the  nearest  military  post,  and  if  convicted  shall  receive 
the  punishment  due  to  their  deserts. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  ilnited  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  ijlh  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  r865»  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[seal,] 
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By  tkk  Presidbxt  of  thk  United  States  of  America 

A  FTIOCLAMATION. 


Whereas  by  my  proclamations  of  the  19th  and  27th  daj^  of  April, 
A-  D.  1861 .  the  ports  of  the  United  States  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia^  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisi- 
^ana,  and  Texas  were  declared  to  be  subject  to  blockade;  but 

W'hereas  the  said  blockade  has,  in  consequence  of  actual  militar\'  occu- 
pation by  this  Govenmient.  smoe  been  conditionally  set  aside  or  relaxed 
in  respect  to  the  ports  of  Norfolk  and  Alexandria,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia; Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  Port  Ro^-al,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carohna;  Pensacola  and  Femandina,  in  the  State  of  Florida; 
and  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and 

\^Tiereas  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  appro%'ed  on  the 
15th  of  July,  1 86 1,  entitled   'An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes/'  the  President,  for  the 
I  reasons  therein  set  forth,  is  authorized  to  dose  certain  ports  of  eiitr>^: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Uncoln,  President  of 

the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  that  the  ports  of  Richmond,  Tappa- 

hatmcxrk.  Cherrystone,  Yorktown,  and  Petersburg,  in  Mrginia;  of  Camden 

(Elizabeth  City  ),  Edenton,  Plymouth,  Washington.  Newbcm^  Ocracoke, 

and  Wilmington,  in   North  Carolina;   of  Charleston,  GeOTgetown,  and 

Beaufort,  in  South  CaroUna;  of  Sa\'annah,  St,  Marys^  and  Brunswick 

(Daiien),  in  Georgia;  of  Mobile,  in  Alabama;  of  Pearl  River  (Shiekls- 

boro),  Natchez,  and  Vicksburg,  in  Mississippi;  of  St.  Augustine,  Key 

West,  St.  Marks  (  Port  Leon  '\ ,  St.  Johns  ( Jacksonville ) ,  and  Apalachicola, 

in  Fkiffida;  of  Teche  ( Franklin  j,  in  Louisiana;  of  Gah^eston,  La  Salle, 

Era2Q6  de  Santiago  \  Point  Isabel  \ ,  and  Brownsvnlle,  in  Texas,  are  her^iy 

closed,  and  all  right  of  importation,  warehousing;  and  other  privilege 

L  in  respect  to  Che  ports  af  otiesasd,  cease  ttntil  they  shall  have  again 

opened  by  order  of  the  President;  and  if  while  said  ports  are  so 

I  ckised  any  ship  or  vessel  from  beyond  the  United  States  or  hai-ing  00 

f  board  any  articles  subject  to  duties  shall  attempt  to  enter  any  such  pert, 

I  the  same,  together  with  its  tackle,  apparel,  ftnuiture,  and  cargo,  shall  be 

Iforfeited  to  the  Uiiited  States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  haifed  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  Slates  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  dty  of  Washii^oci,  this  i  ith  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1865*  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  eighty  *ninth. 

ABRAHAM   LINCOLN, 
By  the  President: 

WlLUAH   H.  SKWAJtD, 

Secrrtarf  tjf  SMte. 
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Abraham  Lincoln 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States  oe  America, 

A  rauCLAMATlON, 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  this  date  the  port  of  Key  West,  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  was  inadvertently  inclnded  among  tliose  which  are 
not  open  to  commerce: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincobi.  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  make  ktiown  that  the  said  ix)rt 
of  Key  West  is  and  shall  remain  open  to  foreign  atid  domestic  commerce 
upon  the  same  conditions  by  which  that  commerce  has  there  hitherto 
been  governed. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  Stales  to  l>e  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  i  ith  day  of  April,  A,  D. 
1865,  and  of  the  IndeiJendenee  of  the  United  Stales  of  America 
theeiKhty-ninth.  ABRAHAM    UNCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 


[seal.] 


By  the  President  of  the  UmTED  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Wiereas  for  some  time  past  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  have 
been  refused  in  certain  foreign  ports  privileges  and  imnuniities  to  which 
they  were  entitled  by  treaty,  public  law,  or  the  comity  of  nations,  at  the 
same  time  that  vessels  of  war  of  the  country  wiierein  the  said  privileges 
and  innmmities  have  l>een  withheld  have  enjoyed  them  fully  and  unin- 
terruptedly in  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  condition  of  things  has 
not  always  been  forcibly  resisted  by  the  United  States,  altliough,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  have  not  at  any  time  failed  to  protest  against  and  de- 
clare their  dissatisfaction  with  the  same.  In  the  view  of  the  United 
States,  no  condition  any  longer  exists  which  can  be  claimed  to  justify 
the  denial  to  them  by  any  one  of  such  nations  of  customary  naval  rights 
as  has  heretofore  been  so  unnecessarily  persisted  in. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Liucoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  make  known  that  if  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  elapsed 
for  intelligence  of  this  pr(x:lamatioii  to  have  reached  any  foreign  country 
in  whose  ports  the  said  privileges  and  immunities  shall  have  been  refused 
as  aforesaid  they  shall  continue  to  be  so  refused,  then  and  thenceforth 
the  same  privileges  and  innnunities  shall  l>e  refused  to  the  vessels  of  war 
of  that  country  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States;  and  this  refusal  shall 
continue  until  war  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  have  Ijeen  placerl 
upon  an  entire  e([Uality  in  tlie  foreign  ports  aforesaid  with  similar  ves- 
sels of  other  countries.     The  United  States,  w^hatever  claim  or  pretense 
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may  have  existed  heretofore,  are  now,  at  least,  entitled  to  claim  and  con- 
cede an  entire  and  friendly  equality  of  rights  and  hospitalities  with  all 
maritime  nations. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  uiy  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  te  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  irth  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eiglity-iiiuth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

Willi  Am  H.  Seward, 

Scirt'iary  of  StaU\ 


[seal.] 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingio7i ,  March  S^  186^, 

Whereas,  pnrsnant  to  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  Ignited  States, 
directions  w^ere  issued  from  this  Department,  under  date  of  the  [7th  of 
December,  1864,  requiring  passports  from  all  travelers  enlering  tlie  United 
States,  except  itnmigrant  passengers  directly  entering  an  American  |3ort 
front  a  foreign  country;  hut  whereas  information  has  recently  been  re- 
ceived which  affords  reasonable  grounds  lo  expect  that  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the 
government  of  Canada  have  taken  aiul  will  coutinue  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  looked  for  from  a  friendh'  neighbor  and  will  be  effectual  toward 
preventing  hostile  incursions  from  Canadian  territory  into  the  United 
States,  the  President  directs  that  from  and  after  tliis  date  the  order  alx>ve 
referred  to  requiring  passports  shall  be  modified,  and  so  much  thereof  as 
relates  to  persons  entering  this  country  from  Canada  shall  be  rescinded, 
saving  and  reserving  the  order  in  ail  other  respects  in  fidl  force. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Dbpartment  of  State* 

Washing  ton,  March  //,  iH^^^ 
The  President  directs  that  all  persons  who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  foiUKl  within  the  Ignited  States  who  liave  been  engaged  in  holding 
intercourse  or  trade  with  the  insurgents  by  sea,  if  they  are  citizens  of  tlie 
United  States  or  domiciled  aliens,  shall  be  arrested  and  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  until  the  war  shall  close,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  prosecution, 
trial,  and  conviction  for  any  offense  committed  by  them  as  spies  or 
otherwise  against  the  laws  of  war.  The  President  further  directs  that 
all  nonresident  foreigners  who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  found  in  the 
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United  States,  and  who  have  been  or  shall  have  been  engaged  in  vio- 
lating the  blockade  of  the  insurgent  ports,  shall  leave  the  United  States 
within  twelve  days  from  the  publication  of  this  order,  or  from  their  Jiub- 
sequent  arrival  in  the  United  States,  if  on  the  Atlantic  side,  and  forty 
days  if  on  the  Pacific  side,  of  the  countr>';  and  such  persons  shall  not 
return  to  the  United  States  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  Provost- 
marshals  and  marshals  of  the  United  States  will  arrest  and  commit  to 
military  custody  all  such  offenders  as  shall  disregard  this  order,  whether 
they  have  passports  or  not,  and  they  will  be  detained  in  such  custody 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  or  until  discharged  by  sul^sec|Uent  orders  of 
the  President.  ^^.   ^  SKWARD. 

Secretary  of  State. 

General  Orders,  No.  50. 

War  Department. 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  jlfarch  2j,  tS6$. 

Ordered,  first.  That  at  the  hour  of  noon  on  the  14th  flay  f/f  April, 
1865,  Brevet  Major-General  Anderson  will  raise  and  plant  wym  the  ruins 
of  Fort  Sumter,  in  Charleston  Harbor,  the  same  Uniterl  States  flag  which 
floated  over  the  battlements  of  that  fort  during  the  reliel  a«Mault,  and 
which  was  lowered  and  saluted  by  him  and  the  small  fr/rce  of  his  cr^mmand 
when  the  works  were  evacuated  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  \Af>\. 

Second.  That  the  flag,  when  raised,  be  saluted  ?i>-  f>ne  hundred  ^vms 
from  Fort  Sumter  and  by  a  national  salute  frr>m  e%'er>'  fort  and  rebel 
battery  that  fired  upon  Fort  Sumter. 

Third.  That  suitable  ceremonies  be  had  upr/n  the  occasi^jfi,  under  the 
directioo  of  Hajor-General  William  T.  Sherman,  whr/se  militar^^^^pera- 
tions  compelled  the  rebels  to  evacuate  Charleston,  or.  in  htt  af/%etice. 
under  the  chars^e  ot  Major-^^eneral  ^.  A,  Gtllnu-^re  c^icnraanding^  the 
department.  Amonj^  the  cerem/'ynie^  will  \i0z  the  ^ielr/ery  fA  a  pcMic 
addieas  by  the  Re%',  Henry  Ward  Heer.ber, 

Pourtli.  That  the  nar^-al  ifxcjts  at  Charfetr^  4nd  therr  rr/eamaLnder  fxi 
that  station  be  tnvrted  to  partir^-rpftte  in  tbt  ^.eretnrir.ies  or  the  orxartiftc. 

Bj  ocdcr  €<  the  Prcaicknt  ot  the  rniurd  States: 

KDWr.V  M.  STAXTOy. 


To  mllwk^m  tkeui  pr'^^^nt.i  may  r-i^nrArn 

Whocas  far  .■v^tr.e  *'.T:jf'.  p^^r  **.  :I-^i-'^c/'>«%*^  yf-^'^-.vj^  '-jx- t   -.r-.^—ttri  -/^ 
bofdoscf  the  X'rvtZAti  ^^JlTj^  ^r  *r*r/»:r*rl  -l-.rr^r  v.n-  '-.^   ^^rrrt  rr-.n:  ■  i-.n-r.es 
r  are  toieriti^fi  xrA  h:*-/>  -orr.mttftri  .aor-tl  r.^^nie-:  iu:i:r^-^r  iie 
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property  and  life  of  Aiiiericau  citizens,  as  well  in  the  cities  as  in  the  niral 
districts  of  the  counto^* 

Now,  therefore,  \\\  the  name  and  hy  the  authority  t*f  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  I  do  hereby  make  known  that  a  reward  of  $1,000 
will  be  paitl  at  tliis  Department  for  the  capture  of  each  of  such  offenders, 
ii|XDii  his  conviction  In'  a  civil  *>r  military  tribunal,  to  wliomsoevx^r  shall 
arrest  and  deliver  such  offenders  into  the  custody  of  the  ci%'il  or  military 
authorities  of  the  Ihiited  States.  And  the  like  reward  will  lie  paid 
U|x>n  the  same  terms  for  the  capture  of  any  such  [>ers^>ns  !^i  entering; 
the  United  States  whose  offenses  shall  Ix:  committed  subsequently  to  the 
publication  of  this  notice. 

A  reward  ijf  $500  will  l>e  paid  upni  cou\^iction  ff>r  the  arrest  of  any 
person  who  shall  ha\'e  aided  and  alx:tted  offenders  of  the  class  before 
named  within  the  territor>^  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State,  at 
Washint^on,  thts  4th  day  of  April.  A.  D.  1865. 

[sKvVL.]  WILLIAM  IL  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


DEATH  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 


ANNOl'NCEMENT  TO  THE  ^' ICE- PR  ESI  DENT. 


[Krom  the  original,  Departnicnt  oT  Stalt?.] 

Washington  City,  D.  C, 

Aprii  75,  iS6^, 
Andrew  Johnson, 

Vice-President  of  tfie  (United  States, 

Sir:  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  was  shot  by  au 
assassin  last  evening  at  Ford's  Theater,  in  this  City,  and  died  at  the  hour 
of  twenty-two  minutes  after  7  o*dock. 

About  the  same  time  at  which  the  President  was  shot  an  assassiu 
entered  the  sick  chamber  of  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of 
State,  and  stabljed  liim  in  several  places — in  tlie  throat,  neck,  and  face — 
severely  if  not  mortally  wounding  him.  Other  uieml^ers  of  the  Secre- 
tar>'*s  family  were  dangerously  wounded  by  the  assassin  while  making 
his  escape.  By  the  death  of  President  Lincoln  the  office  of  President  has 
devolved,  under  the  Constitution,  upon  you.  The  emergency  of  the  Gov- 
ernnient  demands  that  you  should  inmiediately  qualify,  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  President 


of  the  Urited  States     If  yon  wnll  please  make  known  n-xHU'  ple«isniv, 
such  arrangements  as  you  deem  proiKr  will  Iv  ntaik\ 
Your  obedient  sen-ants, 

HUGH  Mcculloch,  \\\  nuNNisoN, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  J,  l\  UvSU KR, 

Srrrr/an'  0/  If  lir  Smrii^rv  of  Mf*  /pt/niop. 

GIDEON  WELLES,  JAMES  SIMUU), 

Secretary  0/  ATirv.  Attorney  (/fWfinA 

[Prom  the  Daily  NAtional  IntcUlKenccr.  April  17,  iMft5.1 

The  Vice-President  responded  that  it  would  l>e  agrwuhlo  to  him  lo 
qualify  himself  for  the  high  office  to  which  ho  had  1k*cii  st)  uiU'XiHvtiMlly 
called,  under  such  melancholy  circumstances,  nt  his  rooms  iit  tho  Kiik 
wood  Hotel;  and  at  1 1  o'clock  a.  m.  [15th]  the  oath  of  olVuv  wiis  ndminis' 
tered  to  him  by  Chief  Justice  Chase,  of  the  Sui)remc  Court  of  the*  UnitiMl 
States,  in  the  presence  of  nearly  all  the  Cabinet  ofliccrs;  the  Hon.  Solo 
mon  Foot,  United  States  Senator  from  Vermont;  the  Hon.  AlrxundiT 
Ramsey,United  States  vSenator  from  Minnesota;  the  Hon.  Richard  YutfH, 
United  States  Senator  from  Illinois;  the  Hon.  John  V.  \\i\\i\  late  Sen 
ator  from  New  Hampshire;  General  Farnsworth,  of  the  IIomm*  of  Kc|mV' 
sentatives,  from  IlHnois;  V,  P.  Blair,  sr.;  Hon.  Montgomery  Hlair,  lute 
Postmaster-General,  and  some  others. 

[For  Inaugural  Address  of  President  Johnson,  .see  pp.  3o5-;^</i.  | 


ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  RKPRKSENTATIVKS  OI'  THIC   I'MTIU) 
STATES   AHKOAO. 

'I From  official  r«r<.//r<l«»,  I>«-tMrtm«'iit  ot  y^tuU-  j 
ClKCI'LAK. 

DKJ'AKTMKNT  Of  Statk, 

iVa^/ti'n^lon,  /If/rti  77,  /^/^^, 

Sik:  The  melancholy  duty  devolves  uj></n  nje  officially  t//  i<j/|/nfy'  you 
of  the  asisassinati^^ni  of  the  President  at  F^/rd  s  Tlieater  jn  thj>.  *  Wy ,  in 
the  e\enTng  of  the  14th  instant.  He  d)e<l  \h*:  :^rxX  uvnumy,  from  iJa" 
cfieds  of  the  wound. 

Abcrtit  the  same  time  an  attempt  wa?%  made  to  avsa^^jjwt^-  i}i<    :>/  w 
tary  <4  State  in  his  ^/wn  b^/use,  where  he  was  in  v/;  >.niU-:\^iy^  Ivnit  «;*« 
effects  of  the  late  ac-^ident.     The  attemj/t  U:\*:fl  ?/»n  Mr.  S'v.ijr'j    /.jjj: 
stn'tiely  cut.  ^/n  the  fa'je  especially,  it  is  suj>»j/'/v::<3  wi^h  ;^  ^r/v. ;«    J^ !;;?<- 
Mr-  ¥.  W.  Sei^itrd  vias  felied  \j\  a  oVrw  '/r  U'>m>.  <m  xU,  U-^*l   ;?;>d  i^^ 
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some  time  afterwards  was  apparenth^  unconscious.     Both  the  Secretary 
and  Assistant  Secretar\^  are  better,  especially  the  former. 

Andrew  Johnson  has  fonnalh'  entered  upon  the  duties  of  President. 
I  have  been  authorized  teniporarily  to  act  as  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Ading  Secretary, 

ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  REPRESENTATI\^S  OF  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[From  Dfficdal  recordu,  Deparlnieut  of  SUite.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  15, 186^, 

Sir:  It  is  my  great  misfortune  to  be  obhged  to  infomi  you  of  events 
not  less  afflicting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  than  distressing  to  my 
owTi  feeUngs  and  the  feehngs  of  all  those  connected  with  the  Government. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  was  shot  with  a  pistol  last  night 
while  attending  a  theater  in  this  city,  and  expired  this  morning  from  the 
effects  of  the  wound.  At  about  the  same  time  an  attempt  was  made 
to  assassinate  the  Secretary  of  State,  which,  though  it  fortunately  failed, 
left  him  severely,  but  it  is  hoped  not  dangerously,  wotmded  with  a  knife 
or  dagger.  Mr.  F.  W,  Seward  was  also  struck  in  the  head  with  a  heavy 
wea|>on,  and  is  iu  a  critical  condition  from  the  effect  of  the  blows. 

Pursuant  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Andrew  Johnson,  the  Vice-President,  has  formally  assumed  the  functions 
of  President.  I  have  by  him  lx;en  authorized  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Secretary-  of  State  until  otherwise  ordered. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished  consideration.  ^,    HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary, 


ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  THE  ARMY. 
[From  officinl  records.  War  Dtrpartiui^ut.] 

General  Orders,  No.  66, 

War  DKPARTi^mNT, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  16,  186^, 
The  following  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  announces  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  the  untimely  and  lamentable  death  of  the  illustrious 
Abraham  Lfiiicoln,  late  President  of  the  United  States; 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  16,  /86j, 
The  distressing  duty  has  devolved  upon  the  Secretar\^  of  War  to  an- 
nounce to  the  armies  of  the  United  States  that  at  twenty-two  minutes 


Abraham  Lincoln 
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after  7  o'ckxrk  on  the  iiioniiii^  of  Saturday,  the  15th  day  of  April,  1865, 
Abraham  Liiicohi,  Prt^sideiit  of  the  United  States,  died  of  a  mortal  wound 
mflicted  upon  him  by  an  assassin. 

The  armies  of  the  United  States  will  share  with  their  fellow-citizens 
the  feelings  of  grief  and  horror  inspired  l>y  this  most  atnx^iou.s  murder  of 
their  great  and  beloved  President  and  Commander  in  Chief,  and  with 
profound  isorrow  will  mourn  liis  death  as  a  national  calamity. 

The  headquarters  of  every  department ,  pf»st,  station,  fort,  and  arsenal 
will  be  draped  in  monmini^  for  thirty  da>'s,  and  appropriate  funeral  hon- 
Lors  will  l>e  paid  by  ever>'  army,  and  in  every  department,  and  at  every 
Pxnilitary  post,  and  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  late  illustrious  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  natioti  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  its  armies, 

Lieiitenant-General  Grant  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  for  car- 
rying  this  order  into  effect.  g^^.jj^  ^  STANTON, 

I  Secretary  of  War, 

On  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  at  the  headquarters  of  each 
military  division,  department,  army,  post,  station,  fort,  and  arsenal  and 
at  the  Mihtar>'  Academy  at  West  Point  the  troops  and  cadets  will  Ije 
paraded  at  ro  oVlock  a.  m.  and  the  order  read  to  them,  after  which  all 
lalx)rs  and  operations  for  the  day  w^ill  cease  and  be  suspended  as  far  as 
practicable  in  a  state  of  war. 

The  national  flag  will  be  displayed  at  half-staff. 

At  dawn  of  clay  thirteen  guns  will  be  fired,  and  aftenvards  at  inter\'als 
of  thirty  minutes  between  the  rising  and  setting  sun  a  single  gun,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  day  a  national  salute  of  thirty -^x  guns. 

The  officers  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  will  wear  the  badge  of 
mourning  on  the  left  arm  and  on  their  swords  and  the  colors  of  their 
commands  and  regiments  will  be  put  in  mourning  for  the  period  of  six 
months. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS,  Asmiani  Adjutant  Generat. 


AXXOUNCEJIENT  TO  THE  NAVY. 
[From  Gencnl  Oniers  «ad  CJmlArft,  Nsvy  Dcpdrtmrnt,  0163  to  1M7.] 

Genbrai,  Oedbr  No.  51. 

Navy  Dkpartmbkt,  Washing tm,  April  rs,  rMj, 
The  Department  announces  with  profound  sorrow  to  the  officeiB  and 
men  of  the  Navy  and  ^larine  Corps  the  death  of  Al>raliam  Lincoln,  late 
Presideiii  of  the  t'nited  State:*.     Stricken  down  by  the  hand  of  an  assas- 
sin on  the  evening  of  the  14th  instant,  when  surrounded  by  his  family 
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and  friends,  he  lingered  a  few  hours  after  recei\diig  the  fatal  wound,  and 
died  at  7  oVlock  22  minutes  this  morning. 

A  grateful  people  had  given  their  willing  confidence  to  the  patriot  and 
statesman  under  whose  w  ise  and  successful  administration  the  nation  was 
ji!St  emerging  from  the  civil  strife  which  for  four  years  has  afflicted  the 
land  wlieu  this  terrible  calamity  fell  upon  the  countr>^  To  him  our  grati- 
tude was  justly  due,  for  to  him,  under  God.  more  than  to  any  other  person, 
are  we  indebted  for  the  successful  vindication  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union 
and  tlie  maintenance  of  the  power  of  the  Republic. 

The  officers  of  the  Navy  and  of  the  Marine  Corps  will,  as  a  mauifesta* 
tion  of  their  resj^ect  for  the  exalted  character,  eminent  position,  and  ines- 
timable public  serv  ices  of  the  late  President ^  and  as  an  indication  of  theii 
sense  of  the  calamity  which  the  countr}^  has  sustained,  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning  for  six  months. 

The  Department  further  directs  that  upon  the  day  following  the  receipt 
of  this  order  the  ct>nunandants  of  squadrons,  na%y -yards,  and  stations  will 
cause  the  ensign  of  every  \'esse!  in  their  several  comniands  to  be  hoisted 
at  half-mast  I  and  a  gun  to  l)e  fired  every  half  hour,  l>eginning  at  sunrise 
and  ending  at  sunset.  The  flags  of  the  several  navy-yards  and  marine 
barracks  will  also  be  hoisted  at  half-miast. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  0/  the  Naiy. 


ANNOITNCEMENT  TO  THE  RE\^NUE  IMARINE. 
[From  Llic  Dmly  National  lutcUigeticcr,  April  tfi,  1865,} 

Generai.  Order. 

Tkhasury  Department,  April  ly,  1865. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  profound  sorrow  announces  to 
the  Revenue  Marine  the  death  of  Ahraham  T^incoln,  late  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  died  in  this  city  on  the  moniing  of  the  15th  instant, 
at  twenty >t\vo  minutes  past  7  o'clock. 

Tlie  officers  of  the  Reveiuie  Marine  will,  as  a  manifestation  of  their 
respect  for  the  exalted  character  and  eminent  public  services  of  the  illus- 
trious dead  and  of  their  sense  of  the  calamity  the  country  has  sustahied 
by  this  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence,  wear  crai>e  on  the  left  arm 
and  upon  the  hilt  of  the  sword  for  six  months. 

It  is  further  directed  that  funeral  honors  be  paid  on  lioard  all  revenue 
vessels  in  commission  by  firing  thirty-six  niinnte  guns,  commencing  at 
meridian,  ou  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and  by  w^earing  their 
flags  at  half-mast.  ^^^^  McCULLOCH. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Abraham  IJncm. 
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ACTION  OK  SENATORS  AND  RIvPRESENTATIVES  IN  WASHINGTON. 
[From  Apjicttdix  to  Memorial  Address  on  the  Life  and  Choracter  of  Ahrahum  fjncotn.] 

The  ttiemljcrs  of  the  Thirt>'-niiith  Congress  then  in  Washin^on  met  in 
the  Senate  reception  room,  at  the  Capitol,  on  the  i7tli  of  April,  1865,  at 
noon.  Hon.  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  President  pro  tempore 
of  the  Senate,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  of 
Indiana,  Speaker  of  the  House  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  was  chosen 
secretary** 

Senator  F<x>t,  of  Vermont,  who  was  visibly  affected ^  stated  that  the 
object  of  the  meeting  was  to  make  arrangements  relative  to  the  funeral 
of  the  deceased  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Senator  Snimier,  of  Massachusetts,  a  committee  of  five 
members  from  each  House  was  ordered  to  report  at  4  p.  m,  what  action 
would  be  fitting  for  the  meeting  to  take. 

The  chairman  appointed  Senators  Simmer,  of  Massachusetts;  Harris, 
of  New  York;  Johnson,  of  Maryland;  Ramsey,  of  Minnesota,  and  Conness, 
of  Califonria,  and  Representatives  Washbunie,  of  Illinois:  Smith,  of  Ken- 
tucky; Schenck,  of  Ohio;  Pike,  of  Maine,  and  Coflfroth,  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  vSchenck  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  meeting 
were  added  to  the  comniittee,  and  then  the  meeting  adjourned  nntil  4  p,  m. 

The  meeting  reassembled  at  4  p.  ni.,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr,  Sumner,  from  the  committee  heretofore  appointed,  reported  that 
they  had  selected  as  palll>earers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  Mr.  Foster,  of 
Connecticut;  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New  York;  Mr,  Johnson,  of  Mar\dand;  Mr. 
Yates,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr,  Conness,  of  California; 
on  the  part  of  the  House.  Mr,  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Coffroth,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Mr,  Smith,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana;  Mr, 
Worthingtou,  of  Nevada,  and  Mr,  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 

They  also  recommended  the  appointment  of  one  nienilx.T  of  Congress 
from  each  State  and  Territory'  to  act  as  a  Congressional  connnittee  to 
accompany  the  remains  of  the  late  President  to  Illinois,  and  presented  the 
following  names  as  such  coumiittee.  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  to  have 
the  authority  of  appointing  hereafter  for  the  States  and  Territories  not 
representetl  to-day  from  which  members  may  l>e  present  at  the  Capitol  by 
the  day  of  the  funeral, 

Maine,  Mr,  Pike;  New  Hampshire,  Mr,  E.  H.  Rollins;  Vermont,  Mr, 
Fo<3t;  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Sumner;  Rhode  Island,  Mr,  Anthony;  Con- 
necticut, Mr.  Dixon;  New  York,  Mr.  Harris;  Penosylvania,  Mr.  Cowan; 
Ohio,  Mr.  Schenck;  Kentucky.  Mr.  Smith;  Indiana.  Mr,  Julian;  Illi- 
nois, the  delegation;  Michigan,  Mr.  Chandler;  Iowa,  Mr.  Harlan;  Cali- 
fornia, Mr.  Shannon;  Minnesota,  Mr,  Ramsey:  Oregon,  Mr,  Williams; 
Kansas.  Mr.  S.  Clarke;  W^est  \'irginia,  Mr.  Whaley;  Nevada,  Mr,  Nye; 
Nebraska,  Mr,  Hitchcock;  Colorado,  Mr,  Bradford;  Dakota,  Mr.  Todd; 
Idaho,  Mr,  Wallace,  ^ 
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The  committee  also  recommended  the  adupCLon  of  the  following^  reso^ 
lution: 

Resoiz-ed.  ThaCthe  Sergeants-at-.\nxis  of  the  Senate  and  House,  with  their  neces- 
san*  assistants,  be  requested  to  attend  the  committee  accompanvinj?  the  remains  of 
the  late  President,  and  to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements. 

All  of  which  was  concurred  in  nnanimonsiy. 

Mr.  Sumner,  from  the  rsame  committee,  also  reporteil  the  following, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to: 

The  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  oi  Representatives  now  assembled  in  Wadii- 
ington.  humbly  confessing  their  dependence  upon  Almighty  Gotl,  who  rules  all  that 
is  (lone  tor  human  gooil,  make  haste  at  this  informal  meeting  to  express  the  emotions 
with  which  tliey  have  been  dlleil  by  the  appalling  tragedy  which  has  deprived  the 
nation  oi  its  he:ul  and  covereil  the  laud  with  mourning;  and  in  huther  declaration 
of  their  sentiments  unanimously  resolve: 

1.  That  in  testimony  of  their  veneration  .mil  affection  tor  the  illustrious  dead,  who 
has  been  permitteil,  uniler  Providence,  to  do  <o  much  tor  his  country  and  for  liberty, 
they  will  unite  in  the  funeral  ser^-ices  and  by  an  appropriate  committee  will  accom> 
pany  his  remains  to  their  place  sji  burial  in  the  State  from  which  he  was  taken  for 
the  national  service. 

2.  Tliat  in  tlie  life  of  Abrahiun  Lincoln,  who  by  the  benignant  favor  of  republican 
institutions  rose  from  humble  beginnings  to  the  heights  oi  power  and  fame,  they 
recognize  an  example  oi  purity,  simpUcity,  and  virtue  which  should  be  a  lesson  to 
mankind,  while  in  his  death  they  recognize  a  mart>*r  whose  memory'  will  become 
more  precious  as  men  learn  to  prize  those  principles  of  constitutional  order  and  those 
rights  —civil,  political,  and  human  —for  which  he  was  made  a  sacrifice. 

3.  Tliat  they  invite  the  President  of  the  United  States*  by  solemn  proclamation,  to 
recommend  to  the  pet>ple  of  the  Unitetl  States  to  assemble  on  a  ilay  to  be  appointed 
by  him,  publicly  to  testify  their  grief  and  to  dwell  on  the  good  which  has  been  done 
on  earth  by  him  whom  we  now  mourn. 

4.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  communicated  to  the  Presitlent  of  the 
I'nited  Sutes.  and  also  that  a  copy  be  communicated  to  the  afflicted  widow  of  the  late 
Presitlent  as  an  expression  of  sj-mpathy  in  her  great  bereavement. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  HE.\DS  OF  THE  EXECITIVK  DEPARTilENTS. 
[From  official  records.  Deportment  of  Slate.  1 

Department  of  State, 

IVaskingtan,  April  77.  iS6^, 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that,  in  honor  to  the  memor>-  of  our  late  illustrious 
Chief  Magistrate,  all  officers  and  others  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
vSefTetary  of  State  wear  crape  upon  the  left  arm  for  the  period  of  six 

months. 

W.  HUNTER. 

Acting  Secretary. 
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[From  official  records.  Treasury  Department.] 

Treasury  Department, 

Washingiofiy  April  77,  186^. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that,  in  honor  to  the  memor>'  of  our  late  illustrious 
Chief  Magistrate,  all  oflScers  and  others  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  wear  crape  upon  the  left  arm  for  the  period  of  six 

"^^^^^^  H.  Mcculloch, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

[From  official  records.  War  Department] 

General  Orders,  No.  69. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  77,  1865, 
By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  War  Department 
will  be  closed  on  Wednesday  next,  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Labor  on  that  day  will  be  suspended  at  all  military  posts  and  on  all 
public  works  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department.  The  flags  at 
all  military  posts,  stations,  forts,  and  buildings  will  be  kept  at  half-stafiF 
during  the  day,  and  at  12  o'clock  m.  twenty-one  minute  g^ns  will  be  fired 
from  all  forts  and  at  all  military  posts  and  at  the  Military  Academy. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GcfieraL 

[From  General  Orders  and  Circulars.  Navy  Department.  1863  to  1S87.] 

Special  Order. 

April  17,  1865. 
By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  Navy  Department 
will  be  closed  on  Wednesday  next,  the  day  of  the  funeral  solemnities  of 
the  late  President  of  the  United  States.  Labor  will  also  be  suspended  on 
that  day  at  each  of  the  navy-yards  and  naval  stations  and  upon  all  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States.  The  flags  of  all  vessels  and  at  all  the  navy 
yards  and  stations  and  marine  barracks  will  be  kept  at  half-mast  during 
the  day,  and  at  12  o'clock  m.  twenty-one  minute  guns  will  be  fired  by  the 
senior  officer  of  each  squadron  and  the  commandants  of  the  navy  yards 
and  stations.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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\Vut\\\  llir  llttily  Nutioiittl  littflliKftteer.  Ai>ril  |K,  1865.] 

Post-Okkick  Department, 
To  /h'Mv  roshnustnx:  IVashinfrton,  April  17,  1865. 

Hnhiiu\Hh  ill  all  the  |Kmt-ofiicvs  of  the  United  States  will  be  suspended 
uud  \\\v  olliivs  I'lcwifcl  from  1 1  a.  in.  to  3  j).  m.  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  iu- 
htant,  tlmiiiK  the  funeral  ^w)lcnnlitics  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late  President 
of  thi-  llnito.l  Statc«.  ^   DENNISON, 

Postmaster-  General. 

\\*\\\\\\  ofhctMl  ir\HmK  INtet-Offii-r  Driwrtmctit.] 
Sl*KCIAI,    (>R1>KR. 

PusT'Okkick  Department, 

llas^inX^ton^  Aprii  iS,  186^, 
\\  is  hcivbv  \^r\W!Vtl  that,  in  htnior  of  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
ouv  l*uuent\Hl  Chief  Ma^istnue.  the  officers  and  employees  of  this  Depart- 
tueut  Nve^u  oi^^jv  nix^n  tlie  left  unn  tW  the  iK^rioil  of  six  months. 

\\\  DENNISON. 

Dkvaktmknt  of  thk  Interior. 

\\  vx  V^^'^v  v>«\4e«\Nl  tha:.  in  ^^st^.>r  v^"^  :he  itx-r^^v  oc  :be  lJL^f  Chsei  lla^- 
vx^*u;v  xv:  ;hc  *.vux^a  :Sc  v^dkvrs  a:xI  e?i'4vo>^>es  oc  this  IVrar:=sec 


Abraham  Lincoln  293 

invited  to  meet  in  their  respective  places  of  worship  at  that  hour  for  the 
purpose  of  solemnizing  the  occasion  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


OFFICIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  FUNERAL. 
[FTom  official  records,  War  Department.] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  77,  i86§. 

The  following  order  of  arrangement  is  directed: 
Order  of  the  Procession. 

FUNKRAI.   escort. 

( In  column  of  march. ) 

One  regiment  of  cavalry. 
Two  batteries  of  artillery. 

Battalion  of  marines. 

Two  regiments  of  infantry. 

Commander  of  escort  and  staff. 

Dismounted  officers  of  Marine  Corps,  Navy,  and  Army,  in  the  order  named. 

Mounted  officers  of  Marine  Corps,  Navy,  and  Army,  in  the  order  named. 

(All  military  officers  to  be  in  uniform,  with  side  arms.) 

CIVIC  prockssion. 

Marshal. 

Clergy  in  attendance. 

The  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army  and  physicians  to  the  deceased. 

Hearse. 

Pallbearers, 

On  the  part  of  the  Senate:  Mr.  Foster,  of  Connecticut;  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New  York; 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland;  Mr.  Yates,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Conness, 
of  California. 
On  the  part  of  the  House:  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Coffroth,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Mr.  Smith,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana;  Mr.  Worthington,  of 
Nevada;  Mr.  Washbume,  of  Illinois. 
Army:    Lieutenant-General   U.    S.  Grant;  Major-Cweneral    H.  W.  Halleck;    Brevet 

Brigadier-General  W.  A.  Nichols. 
Navy:  Vice- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut;  Rear-Admiral  W.  B.  Shubrick;  Colonel  Jacob 

Zelin,  Marine  Corps. 
Civilians:  O.  H.  Browning,  George  Ashman,  Thomas  Corwin,  Simon  Cameron. 

Family. 

Relatives. 

The  delegations  of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Kentucky,  as  mourners. 

The  President. 

The  Cabinet  ministers. 

The  diplomatic  corps. 


^94 


Messages  and  Papers  of  ike  Presidents 


Ex*Presidents, 

The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  tlie  Supreme  Court. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

Preceded  by  their  officers. 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Governors  of  the  several  States  anil  Territories. 

Legislatures  of  the  strveral  States  and  Territories. 

The  Federal  judiciary  and  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

The  Assistant  Secretaries  of  State>  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  Interior,  and  the  Assistant 

Postmasters-General,  anil  the  Assistant  Attorney-General. 

Officers  of  the  Smitlisonian  Institution* 

The  mewibers  and  officers  of  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Com  missions* 

Corporate  authorities  of  Wasliington,  Georgetown,  and  other  cities. 

Delegations  of  the  several  States. 

Thu  reverend  the  clergy  iif  tlie  varitms  denominations. 

The  clerks  and  employees  of  the  several  Departments  and  Inireiius,  preceded  by  the" 

heads  of  such  bureaus  and  their  resijective  chief  clerks. 

Such  societies  as  may  wish  to  join  the  procession. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 


The  troops  designated  to  fortH  the  escort  will  asseiuble  in  the  Avenue. 
north  of  the  President's  house,  atul  form  line  precisely  at  1 1  oVlock  a.  m. 
on  Wednesilay.  the  lylh  instant,  with  the  left  resting  on  Fifteenth  street. 
The  procession  will  move  precisely  at  2  o*cloek  p.  111.,  on  the  conclusion 
of  the  religious  serxnces  at  the  Executive  Mansion  (apptiinteil  to  coin- 
nience  at  12  o'clock  ni. ),  when  minute  ^uiis  will  be  fired  by  detachments 
of  artillery  stationed  near  vSt.  John's  Chnrch,  the  City  Hall,  and  at  the 
Capitoh  At  the  same  hour  the  bells  of  the  several  churches  in  Wasli- 
in^on,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria  will  be  tolled. 

At  sunrise  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  a  Federal  salute  will  be 
fired  from  the  military  stations  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  minute 
ginis  between  the  hours  of  12  and  3  o'clock,  and  a  national  salute  at  the 
setting  of  the  sun. 

The  usual  Ijadge  of  mourning  will  lie  worn  on  the  left  arm  and  011  the 
hilt  of  the  sword. 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretar\'  of  War: 

W   A.  NICHOLS, 
Assisia u  i  A  djuta  ni-  General. 


The  funeral  ceremonies  took  place  in  the  East  Room  of  tlie  Executive 
Mansion  at  noon  on  the  igth  of  April,  and  the  remains  w^ere  then  escorted 
to  the  Capitol,  where  they  lay  in  state  in  the  Rotunda, 

On  the  morning  of  April  21  the  remains  were  taken  from  the  Capitol 
and  placed  in  a  funeral  car,  in  which  they  were  taken  to  Springfield,  IlL 
Halting  at  the  jmncipal  cities  along  the  route,  that  appropriate  honors 
might  l>e  paid  to  the  deceased,  the  funeral  cortege  arrived  on  the  3d  of 
Mav  ield,  111.,  and  the  next  day  the  remains  were  depjsited  in 

ieter>',  near  that  city. 
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GUARD  OF  HONOR. 
[From  official  records,  War  Department.] 

Generai,  Orders,  No.  72. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-Generai^'s  Office, 

Washington,  April  20,  1863. 

The  following  general  officers  and  guard  of  honor  will  accompany  the 
remains  of  the  late  President  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  continue  with  them  until  they  are 
consigned  to  their  final  resting  place: 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, to  represent  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Charles  Thomas,  Assistant  Quartermaster- 
General.* 

Brigadier-General  A.  B.  Eaton,  Commissary- General  of  Subsistence. 

Brevet  Major-General  J,  G.  Barnard,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineers. 

Brigadier-General  G.  D.  Ramsay,  Ordnance  Department. 

Brigadier-General  A.  P.  Howe,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  D.  C.  McCallura,  Superintendent  Military 
Railroads. 

Major-General  D.  Hunter,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  J.  C.  Caldwell,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Twenty-five  picked  men,  under  a  captain. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[From  official  records,  Navy  Department.] 

Special  Order. 

April  20,  1865. 
The  following  officers  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  will  accompany 
the  remains  of  the  late  President  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  Spring- 
field, the  capital  of  the  State  of  IlHnois,  and  continue  with  them  until 
they  are  consigned  to  their  final  resting  place: 

Rear- Admiral  Charles  Henry  Davis,  Chief  Bureau  Navigation. 
Captain  William  Rogers  Taylor,  United  States  Navy. 
Major  Thomas  Y.  Field,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

♦Brevet  Brigadier-General  James  A.  Kkin,  Quartermaster's  Department,  I'liited  States  Army, 
substituted. 
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ACTION  OF  CONGRESS. 


[From  Appendix  to  Memorial  Address  on  the  Life  and  Chamcler  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ] 

President  Johnson,  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  of  1865-66,  thus  announced  the  death  of  his  prede- 
cessor: 

To  express  gratitude  to  God  in  the  nfliiie  of  the  people  for  tlie  presen-ation  of  the 
United  States  is  my  first  duty  in  addressing  you.  Our  thoughts  next  revert  to  the 
death  of  tlie  hite  President  by  an  act  of  parricidal  treason.  The  grief  of  the  nation  is 
still  fresh-  It  finds  some  solace  in  the  consideration  that  he  lived  to  enjoy  the  high- 
est proof  of  its  confidence  by  entering  on  the  renewed  term  of  the  Chief  Magistracy 
to  which  he  had  been  elected;  that  lie  brought  the  civil  war  substantially  to  a  close; 
that  his  loss  was  tleplored  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  that  foreign  nations  have 
rendered  justice  to  his  memory. 

Hon,  E,  B,  Waslibtirne,  of  Illinois,  immediately  after  the  President's 
message  had  been  read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resoltition,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Rvsoivtii,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  State  represented  in  this 
House  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  rejxjrt  by  what  token  of  respect 
and  affection  it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  express  the 
deep  sensibility  of  the  nation  to  tlir  event  of  the  decease  of  tlieir  late  President, 
Abrahani  Lincoln,  and  that  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  1 'resident  as  refers  to 
that  melancholy  event  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Solonioti  Foot,  the  Senate  unanimously  concurred 
in  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  the  following  joint  committee  was 
appointed,  thirteen  on  tlie  part  of  the  Senate  and  one  for  every  State 
represented  ( twenty-fonr)  011  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Senate:  Hon,  Solomon  Foot,  \'ermont;  Hon.  Richard  Yates,  Illinois; 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wade,  Ohio;  Hon.  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  Maine; 
Hon,  Henry  Wilson,  Ma.ssachn setts;  Hon.  James  R.  Doolittle,  Wiscon- 
sin; Hon.  James  H,  Lane,  Kansas;  Hon,  Ira  Harris,  New  York;  Hon. 
James  W,  Nesmith,  Oregon;  Hon,  Henry  S.  Larie,  Indiana;  Hon.  Wait- 
man  T,  Willey,  West  Virginia;  Hon,  Charles  R.  Btickalew,  Pennsylva- 
nia; Hon.  John  B,  Henderson,  Missouri, 

House  of  Representatives:  Hon,  Elihu  B,  Washbtirne,  Illinois;  Hon, 
James  G.  Blaine,  Maine;  Hon.  James  W.  Patterson,  New  Hampshire; 
Hon,  Justin  S,  Morrill,  Vermont;  Hon.  Nathaniel  P,  Banks.  Massachu- 
setts; Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jeuckes,  Rhode  Island;  Hon.  Henrys  C,  Deming, 
Connecticnt;  Hon.  John  A.  Grisw^okU  New  York;  Hon,  Edwin  R.  V. 
Wright,  New  Jersey;  Hon,  T!ia4tleus  Stevens,  Penn,>yl\'ania;  Hon,  John 
A.  Nicholson,  Delaware;  Hon,  Francis  Thomar ,  Maryland;  Hon,  Robert 
C.  Schenck,  Ohio;  Hon,  George  S.  Shanklin,  Kentucky;  Hon,  GodloveS, 
Orth,  Indiana;  Hon.  Joseph  W,  McClurg,  Missouri;  Hon.  Fernando  C. 
Beaman»  Michigan;  Hon.  John  A.  Kasson,  Iowa;  Hon.  Ithamar  C.  Sloan, 
Wiscon?='  \  William  Highy,  California;    Hon,  William  Windom, 
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Minnesota;  Hon.  J.  H.  D.  Henderson,  Oregon;  Hon.  Sidney  Clarke,  Kan- 
sas; Hon.  Kellian  V.  Whaley,  West  Virginia. 

The  joint  committee  made  the  following  report,  which  was  concurred 
in  by  both  Houses  nem,  con,: 

Whereas  the  melancholy  event  of  the  violent  and  tragic  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  having  occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
and  the  two  Houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief  and  desiring  to  manifest  their  sensi- 
bility upon  the  occasion  of  the  public  bereavement:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  {the  House  of  Representatives  concurring).  That  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  will  assemble  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Monday,  the  12th  day  of  Februarj-  next,  that  being  his  anniversary  birthday,  at  the 
hoiu*  of  12  m.,  and  that,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  Houses  there  assembled,  an  address 
upon  the  life  and  character  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late  President  of  the  United  States, 
be  pronounced  by  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,*  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  requested  to  invite 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  heads  of  the  several  Departments,  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  representatives  of  the  foreign  governments  near  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  such  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  as  have  received  the  thanks  of 
Congress  who  may  then  be  at  the  seat  of  Government  to  be  present  on  the  occasion. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  pro- 
found sympathy  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  her  deep  personal  affliction  and 
of  their  sincere  condolence  for  tlie  late  national  bereavement. 


[For  proclamations  of  President  Johnson  recommending,  in  consequence 
of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  a  day  for  special  humiHation  and  prayer,  see  pp.  306-307,  and 
for  Executive  order  in  connection  therewith  see  p.  339.  For  Executive 
order  closing  the  Executive  Office  and  the  Departments  on  the  day  of  the 
funeral  of  the  late  President,  at  Springfield,  III.,  see  p.  335.  For  Execu- 
tive order  closing  the  public  offices  April  14,  1866,  in  commemoration  of 
the  assassination  of  the  late  President,  see  p.  440.] 

*Mr.  Stanton  having  declined,  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  of  New  York,  in  response  to  an  invitation 
from  the  joint  committee,  consented  to  deliver  the  address. 


Andrew  Johnson 


I 


g^i|BW  Johnson  was  born  hi  Raleigh,  N.  C,  December  29,  1808. 
lis  parents  were  very  poor.  When  he  was  4  years  old  bis  father  died 
of  injuries  received  in  rescuing  a  i>erstjn  from  ilrowning.  At  tlie  age  of 
10  years  Andrew  was  apprenticed  to  a  tailor.  His  early  education  was 
almost  entirely  neglected,  and,  notwithstanding  his  natural  craving  to 
learn,  he  never  spent  a  day  in  sehmd.  Was  taught  tlie  alphaljet  by  a 
fellow- workman,  bfjrrowed  a  book,  and  learned  to  read.  In  1824  removed 
to  Laurens  Court- House,  S.  C. ,  where  he  w^orked  as  a  journeyman  tailor. 
In  May,  1826,  returned  to  Raleigh,  and  in  September,  with  his  mother 
and  stepfather,  set  out  for  Greeneville,  Tenn.,  in  a  two-wiieeled  cart 
drawn  by  a  l>lind  pon\ ,  Here  he  married  Kli'/,a  McCardle,  a  woman  of 
refinement,  who  taught  him  to  write,  and  read  to  him  while  he  w^as  at 
work  dining  the  day.  It  was  not  until  he  had  been  in  Congress  that 
he  learned  to  write  with  ease.  From  GreeneA'ille  went  to  the  West,  but 
returned  after  the  lapse  of  a  year.  In  1828  was  elected  alderman;  was 
reelected  in  1829  and  1830,  and  in  1830  was  advanced  to  the  mayoralty, 
which  office  he  held  for  three  years.  In  1831  was  appointed  by  the 
county  court  a  trustee  of  Rhea  Academy,  and  alxjut  tliis  time  partici- 
pated in  the  debates  of  a  society  at  Greeneville  College.  In  1834  advo- 
cated  the  adoption  of  a  new  State  constitution,  by  which  the  influence 
of  the  large  landholders  was  abridged.  In  1H35  represented  Greene  and 
Washington  counties  in  the  legislature.  Was  defeated  for  the  legislature 
in  1H37,  but  in  1839  was  reelected.  In  1S36  supported  Hugh  L.White 
for  the  Presidency,  and  in  the  political  altercations  Vietween  John  Bell 
and  James  K.  Polk,  w'hich  distracted  Tennessee  at  the  time,  supported 
the  former.  Mr.  Johnson  was  the  only  ardent  follower  of  Bell  that 
failed  to  go  over  to  the  Whig  party.  Was  an  elector  for  the  State  at 
large  on  the  Van  Buren  ticket  in  1S40,  and  made  a  State  reputation  by 
the  force  of  his  oratory.  In  1841  was  elected  to  the  State  senate  from 
Greene  and  Hawkins  couiuies,  and  while  in  that  body  was  one  of  the 
'*  immortal  thirteen"  Democrats  w!io,  having  it  in  their  powder  to  pre- 
vent the  election  of  a  Whig  Senator »  did  s^j  by  refusing  to  meet  the 
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house  in  joiut  couventioii;  also  proposed  that  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion should  rest  upon  white  votes,  without  regard  to  the  ownership  of 
slaves.  Was  elected  to  Congress  in  1843  over  John  A.  Asken.a  United 
States  Bank  Demtx:rat,  who  was  supported  by  the  Whigs.  His  first 
speech  was  in  support  of  the  resolution  to  restore  to  General  Jackson  the 
fine  imposed  upon  hi  in  at  New  Orleans;  also  sup[X)rted  the  annexation 
of  Texas.  In  1S45  was  reelected,  and  supported  Polk's  Administration, 
Was  regidarly  reelected  to  Congress  until  1853.  During  this  period 
opposed  all  expenditures  for  internal  improvements  that  %vere  not  gen- 
eral; resisted  and  defeated  the  proposed  contingent  tax  of  10  per  cent  on 
tea  and  coffee;  made  his  celebrated  defense  of  the  veto  power;  urged  the 
adoption  of  the  honieslea<l  law,  wtiich  was  obnoxious  to  the  extreme 
Southern  element  of  his  party;  supported  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  but  opposed  compromises  in  general  as 
a  sacrifice  of  principle.  Was  elected  governor  of  Tennessee  in  1853 
over  Gustavus  A.  Henry,  the  **  Eagle  Orator''  of  the  State.  In  his 
message  to  the  legislature  he  dwelt  ui>on  the  homestead  law  and  other 
measures  for  the  lienefit  of  the  working  classes,  and  earned  the  title  of 
the  '*  Mechanic  Governor/'  Opposed  tlie  Know-notliing  movement  with 
characteristic  vehemence.  Was  reelected  governor  in  1855,  defeating 
Meredith  P.  Gentry,  the  Whig-American  candidate,  after  a  most  re* 
markable  canvass.  The  Kansas- Nebraska  bill  received  his  earnest  sup* 
port.  In  1857  was  elected  to  the  United  Stales  Senate,  where  he  urged 
the  passage  of  the  homestead  bill,  and  on  May  20,  1858,  made  his  great- 
est speech  on  this  subject.  Opi>i)sed  the  grant  of  aid  for  the  coustnictioa 
of  a  Pacific  railroad.  Was  prominent  in  debate,  and  frequently  clashed 
with  Southern  supporters  of  the  Administration.  His  pronounced  Union- 
ism estranged  liim  from  the  extremists  on  the  vSouthern  side,  while  liis 
acceptance  of  slaver>^  as  an  institution  guaranteed  by  tlie  Constitution 
caused  him  to  hold  alfx>f  from  the  Republicans  on  the  other.  At  the 
Democratic  convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  in  i860  was  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidential  nomination,  but  received  only  the  vote  of  Tennessee, 
and  wdien  the  convention  reas.sembled  in  Baltimore  withdrew  his  name. 
In  the  canvass  that  followed  supported  John  C,  Breckinridge.  At  the 
session  of  Congress  beginning  in  December,  i860,  took  decided  and  une- 
quivocal grounds  in  opposition  to  secession,  and  on  December  13  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  proposing  to  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to 
elect  the  President  and  Vice-President  by  district  votes,  Senators  by  a 
direct  popular  vote,  and  to  limit  the  terms  of  Federal  judges  to  twelve 
years,  the  judges  to  lie  eciually  divided  between  slaveholding  and  non- 
slaveholding  States.  In  liis  s])eech  on  this  resolution.  Decenil^er  18  and 
I9»  declared  his  unyielding  opposition  to  secession  and  announced  his  in- 
tention to  stand  by  and  act  imder  the  Constitution.  Retained  his  seat 
in  the  Senate  until  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  military  governor  of 
'Tennessee,  March  4,  1862.     March  12  reached  Nashville,  and  organized 
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a  provisioiial  gov^ernment  fur  the  vState;  March  iS  issued  a  proclania- 
tion  in  which  he  appealed  to  the  people  to  return  to  their  allegiatice, 
to  uphold  the  law,  and  to  accept  **a  full  and  cooiplete  aintiest}'  for  all  past 
acts  and  declarations;"  April  5  removed  the  mayor  and  other  officials  of 
Nashville  for  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
and  appointed  others;  tirged  the  holding  of  Union  meetings  throughout 
the  State,  and  frequently  attended  tliem  in  person;  completed  the  railroad 
from  Nashville  to  the  Tennessee  River;  raised  twenty-five  regiments  for 
service  in  the  State;  December  8,  1862,  issued  a  proclamation  ordering 
Congressional  elections,  and  on  the  15th  le\ied  an  assessment  upon  the 
richer  Southern  sympathizers  **in  behalf  of  the  many  helpless  widows, 
wives,  and  children  in  the  city  of  Nashville  who  have  been  reduced  to 
poverty  and  wretchedness  in  consequence  of  their  husl>ands,  sons,  and 
fathers  having  Ik'cu  forced  into  the  armies  of  this  unholy  and  nefarious 
rebellion.*'  Was  nominated  for  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  at 
the  national  Republican  convention  at  Baltimore  June  S,  iS64,and  was 
elected  on  November  8.  In  his  letter  of  acceptance  of  the  noniiualion 
Mr.  Johnson  virtually  disclaimed  any  departure  from  his  principles  as 
a  Democrat,  but  placed  his  acceptance  upon  the  ground  of  "  the  higher 
duty  of  first  preserving  the  Government/'  On  the  night  of  the  14th  of 
April,  1865,  President  Lincoln  was  shot  by  an  assassin  and  died  the  next 
niorniug.  At  11  o'clock  a,  nu  Ajml  15  Mr,  Johnson  was  sworn  in  as 
'  President,  at  his  rooms  in  the  Kirkwood  House,  Washington,  by  Cliief  Jus- 
tice  Chase,  in  the  presence  of  nearly  all  the  Cabinet  officers  and  others. 
April  29,  1865,  issued  a  proclamation  for  the  removal  of  trade  restric- 
tions in  moj5t  of  the  insurrectionary^  States,  which,  being  in  contraven- 
tion of  an  act  of  Congress,  was  subsequently  modified.  May  9  issued  an 
Executive  order  restoring  Virginia  to  the  Union.  May  22  proclaimed 
all  ports,  except  four  in  Texas,  opened  to  foreign  commerce  on  July  i, 
1865.  May  29  issued  a  general  amnesty  proclamation,  after  w^hich  the 
fundamental  and  irreconcilal>le  differences  between  President  Johnson 
and  the  party  that  had  elevated  him  to  power  became  more  apparent. 
He  exercised  the  veto  .power  to  a  very  great  extent,  but  it  w^as  gener- 
ally nullified  by  the  two-thirds  votes  of  both  Houses.  From  May  29  to 
July  13,  1865,  proclaimed  provisional  governors  for  North  Carolina,  Mis- 
sissippi, Georgia,  Texas,  Alabama,  South  CaroHua,  and  Florida,  whose 
duties  were  to  reorganize  the  Stattr  governments.  The  State  govern- 
ments were  reorganized,  but  the  Repubhcans  claimetl  that  the  laws 
passed  were  so  stringent  in  reference  to  the  negroes  that  it  w^as  a  worse 
form  of  slavery  than  the  old.  The  thirteenth  ainendTnent  to  the  Consti- 
tution became  a  law  Deceml^er  18,  1865,  with  Mr.  Johnson^s  concurrence. 
The  first  breach  between  the  President  and  the  party  in  power  was  the 
veto  of  the  Freednien's  Bureau  bill,  in  Fehrnar>',  1866,  which  w^as  de- 
signed to  protect  the  negroes.  March  27  vetoed  the  civil -rights  bill,  but 
it  was  passed  over  his  veto.     In  a  message  of  June  22,  1866,  opposed  the 
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joint  resolution  proposing  the  foiuleenth  aniendinent  to  the  Co  us  ti  tut  ion. 
In  June,  1866.  the  Republicans  in  Congress  broujjht  forward  their  plan 
of  reconstruction,  called  the  "Congressional  plan,"  in  contradistinction 
to  that  of  the  President.  The  chief  features  of  the  Congressional  plan 
were  to  give  the  negroes  the  right  to  vote,  to  protect  them  in  this  right, 
and  to  prevent  Confederate  leaders  from  voting.  January  5,  1867,  vetoed 
the  act  giving  negroes  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  District  of  Cohimbiaj 
but  it  was  passed  over  his  veto.  An  attempt  was  made  to  impeach  the 
President,  but  it  failed.  In  January,  1867,  a  bill  was  passed  to  deprive 
the  President  of  the  ix>wer  to  proclaim  genera!  amnesty,  which  he  disre- 
garded. Measures  w*ere  adopted  lcx>king  to  the  meeting  of  the  Fortieth 
and  all  subsequent  Congresses  imniediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
preceding.  The  President  was  deprived  of  tlie  command  of  the  Army  by 
a  rider  to  the  army  appropriation  bill,  which  provided  that  his  orders 
should  only  Ix?  given  through  tlie  General,  who  was  not  to  be  removed 
without  the  previous  consent  of  the  vSenate-  The  l)ill  admitting  Ne- 
braska, providing  that  no  law  should  ever  be  passed  in  that  State  deny- 
ing the  right  of  suffrage  to  m\\  iktsou  1>ecause  of  his  color  or  race,  was 
vetoed  by  the  President,  but  passed  o\:er  his  veto.  March  2,  1867,  vetoed 
the  act  to  pro\dde  for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  relx^l  States, 
but  it  wiis  passed  over  his  veto.  It  emlK>died  the  Congressional  plan  of 
reconstruction,  and  divided  the  Southern  States  into  five  military  dis- 
tricts, each  under  an  officer  of  the  Army  not  under  the  rank  of  lirigadier- 
general,  who  "was  to  exercise  all  the  functions  of  government  until  the 
citizens  had  **  formed  a  constitution  of  government  in  confonnity  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  all  respects/'  On  the  same  day 
vetoed  the  tenure-of- office  act,  which  was  also  passed  o\^er  his  veto.  It 
provided  that  civil  officers  should  remain  in  office  until  the  confirmation 
of  their  successors;  that  the  memljers  of  the  Calnuet  sht)uld  be  removed 
otdy  with  the  cfinsent  of  the  Senate,  and  that  when  Congress  w*as  not  in 
session  the  President  could  suspend  hut  not  remove  any  official,  and  in 
case  the  Senate  at  the  next  ses^sion  should  not  ratify  the  suspension  the 
suspended  official  should  1^  reindncted  into  his  office.  August  5,  1867, 
requested  Edwin  M.  Stanton  to  resign  his  office  as  Secretary  of  War. 
Mr.  Stanton  refused,  was  suspended,  and  General  Crrant  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  War  ad  interim.  When  Congress  met,  the  Senate  refused  to 
ratify  the  suspension.  General  GrarU  then  resigned,  and  Mr.  Stanton 
resumed  Uie  duties  of  his  office.  The  President  removed  him  and  ap- 
pointed Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutatrt -General  of  the  Army,  Secretary  of 
War  ad  interim.  The  Senate  declared  this  act  illegal,  and  Mr.  Stanton 
refused  to  comply,  and  notified  the  Speaker  ot  the  House,  On  February 
24,  186S.  the  House  of  Representatives  resolved  to  impeach  the  Presi- 
dent, and  on  March  2  and  3  articles  of  impeachment  were  agreed  upon 
by  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  and  on  the  4th  were  presented  to  the 
Senate.     The  trial  began  on  March  30.     May  16  the  test  vote  was  had; 
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thirty- five  Senators  voted  for  conviction  and  nineteen  for  acquittaL  A 
change  of  one  vote  would  have  carried  cotivictiou,  A  verdict  of  acquittal 
was  entered,  and  the  Senate  sitting  as  a  court  of  impeachment  adjonnied 
sine  die.  After  the  expiration  of  his  tenn  the  ex- President  returned 
to  Tennessee.  Was  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate,  but  was 
defeated.  In  1872  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Congressman  from 
the  State  at  large.  In  January,  1875,  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate>  and  took  his  seat  at  the  extra  session  of  that  year.  Shortly  after 
the  session  began  made  a  speech  which  was  a  skillful  but  bitter  attack 
upon  Presideut  Grant*  While  visiting  his  daughter  near  Elizaf>ethton,  in 
Carter  County, Teun.,  was  stricken  with  paralysis  July  30,  1875,  and  died 
the  following  day.     He  was  buried  at  Greeneville»  Tenu. 


INAUGURAL   ADDREvSS. 


[From  the  Sunday  Morning  Cbronklt,  Washingfton,  April  f6,  1S65,  and  The  Sun,  Balliniore, 

April  «7»  1S6S.I 

Gkntlkmkn:  I  nnist  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  have  been  almost 
overwhelmed  by  the  aunouucenient  of  the  sad  event  which  has  so  re- 
cently occurreil.  I  feel  iuconii>etent  to  t>erforni  duties  so  important  and 
responsible  as  those  which  have  been  so  unexpectedly  thrown  upon  nie. 
As  to  an  indication  of  any  policy  which  may  be  pursued  by  nie  in  the 
administration  of  the  Government,  I  have  to  say  that  that  must  be  left 
for  development  as  the  Administration  progresses.  The  message  or  dec- 
laration must  Ije  made  by  the  acts  as  they  transpire.  The  only  assur- 
ance that  I  can  now  give  of  the  future  is  reference  to  the  past.  The 
course  which  I  have  taken  in  the  past  in  connection  with  this  rebellion 
must  be  regarded  as  a  guaranty  of  tlie  future.  My  past  public  life, 
which  has  beeti  long  and  laborious,  has  been  founded,  as  I  in  g<^xl  con- 
science believe,  upon  a  great  principle  of  right,  wliich  lies  at  the  basis  of 
all  things.  The  best  energies  of  my  life  have  been  spent  in  endeavor- 
ing to  establish  and  i>crix;tnate  the  principles  of  free  go^'ernment.  and  I 
believe  that  the  Government  in  passing  through  its  present  perils  will 
settle  down  upon  principles  consonant  with  popular  rights  more  per- 
manent and  enduring  than  heretofore.  I  must  be  ]x;rmitted  to  say,  if 
I  understand  the  feelings  of  my  own  heart,  that  I  have  long  labored  to 
ameliorate  and  elevate  the  condition  of  the  great  mass  of  the  American 
people.  Toil  and  an  honest  advocacy  of  the  great  principles  of  free  gov- 
ernment have  Ijeen  my  lot.  Duties  have  been  mine;  consequences  are 
God*s.  This  has  l>een  the  foundation  of  my  political  creed,  and  I  feel 
that  \\\  the  end  the  Government  will  triumph  and  that  these  great  prin- 
ciples will  f>e  permanently  established, 

M   P— VOL  VI  — 20 


3o6  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  let  me  say  that  I  want  your  encouragement 
and  countenance.  I  shall  ask  and  rely  upon  you  and  others  in  carrying 
the  Government  through  its  present  perils.  I  feel  in  making  this  request 
that  it  will  be  heartily  responded  to  by  you  and  all  other  patriots  and 
lovers  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  a  free  people. 

Aprii.  15,  1865. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas,  by  my  direction,  the  Acting  Secretar>'  of  State,  in  a  notice 
to  the  public  of  the  17th,  requested  the  various  religious  denominatioiis  to 
assemble  on  the  19th  instant,  on  the  occasion  of  the  obsequies  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  observe  the 
same  with  appropriate  ceremonies;  but 

Whereas  our  country  has  become  one  great  house  of  mourning,  where 
the  head  of  the  family  has  been  taken  away,  and  belie\nng  that  a  special 
period  should  be  assigned  for  again  humbling  ourselves  before  Almighty 
God,  in  order  that  the  bereavement  may  be  sanctified  to  the  nation: 

Now,  therefore,  in  order  to  mitigate  that  grief  on  earth  which  can  only 
be  assuaged  by  communion  with  the  Father  in  heaven,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  wnshes  of  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  communi- 
cated to  me  by  resolutions  adopted  at  the  National  Capitol,  I,  Andrew 
Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  appoint  Thurs- 
day, the  25th  day  of  May  next,  to  be  observed,  wherever  in  the  United 
States  the  flag  of  the  country  may  be  respected,  as  a  day  of  humiliation 
and  mourning,  and  I  recommend  my  fellow-citizens  then  to  assemble  in 
their  respective  places  of  worship,  there  to  unite  in  solemn  ser\'ice  to 
Almighty  God  in  memory  of  the  good  man  who  has  been  removed,  so 
that  all  shall  be  occupied  at  the  same  time  in  contemplation  of  his  \-irtues 
and  in  sorrow  for  his  sudden  and  \dolent  end. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  afl&xed. 
r  -,         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  25th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

[SEAL.  J      ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  eicrhty-ninth.  _ 

^     ^  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
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By  the  President  of  the  Uxited  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Wiereas  by  my  pr<x:lainatioii  of  the  25 tli  instant  Thursday,  the  25th 
day  of  next  months  was  recommended  as  a  day  for  special  humiliation 
and  prayer  in  conse<jiJence  of  the  assas^sinatioii  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late 
President  of  the  United  States;  but 

Whereas  my  attention  has  since  l>een  called  to  the  fact  that  the  day 
aforesaid  is  sacred  to  large  numbers  of  Christians  as  one  of  rejoicinj^^  for 
the  ascension  of  the  Savior: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  knowni  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  suggest  that  the  religious  services  reconnnended 
as  aforesaid  should  be  postponed  initil  Thursday,  the  ist  day  of  June 
next. 

In  testimony  wdiereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  linked  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  29th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  vStates  of  America 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


[seal.] 


the  eighty-ninth. 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter, 

Atthtj^  Secrcfary  0/  Staff. 


By   THE    PKKSirjENT   OF   TIIK    I^NITKI)   STATKS   OF   AMERICA, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  it  appears  from  evidence  in  the  Bureau  of  Militar\'  Justice 
that  the  atrocious  murder  of  tlie  late  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of 
State,  were  incited,  concerted,  and  procured  by  antl  between  Jefferson 
Davis,  late  of  Richmond,  Va,,  and  Jacob  Thompson,  Clement  C.  Clay, 
Beverley  Tucker,  George  N.  Sanders,  William  C.  Cleary,  and  other  rebels 
and  traitors  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  harlxjred  in 
Canada: 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  tliat  justice  may  l>e  done,  I,  Atidrew  John- 
son. President  of  the  United  States,  do  offer  and  promise  for  the  arrest 
of  said  pers(jns,  or  either  of  theuL  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
so  that  they  can  lie  brought  to  trial,  the  following  rewards: 

One  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Jefferson  Davis. 

Twenty -five  t  ho  n  sand  dollars  for  tlie  arrest  of  Clement  C,  Clay. 

Tw^enty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Jacob  Thompson,  late  of 
Mississippi. 

Twenty -five  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  George  N.  Sanders. 
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Tweiity-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Beverley  Tucker* 
Teu  thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  Wilham  C\  Cleary,  late  clerk 
Cleuieut  C.  Clay. 

The  Provost- Marshal- General  of  the  United  States  is  directed  to  cau 
a  description  of  said  iK*rsons,  with  notice  of  the  a1x:>\e  rewards,  to  1 
pul>lished. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  iny  hand  and  caused  tlie  sea 
of  the  United  States  to  Ixf  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  2d  day  of  May,  A.  D 
1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri< 
the  eightv-niuth, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


[SKAI..] 


Bv  THE  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


A   TRnCLAMATlON. 

WHiereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  his  pnxdamatioii  of  th 
19th  day  of  April,  i86r,  did  declare  certain  States  therein  mentioned  i 
insurrection  against  the  ('k>\^errnnent  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  armed  resistance  to  the  authority  of  this  Government  in  th| 
said  insurrectionary'  Stales  may  be  regarded  as  virtually  at  an  end,  aiii 
the  persons  by  whom  that  resistance »  as  well  as  the  o|>erations  of  iusur* 
gent  cruisers,  was  directed  are  fugitives  or  captives;  and 

Whereas  it  is  understood  that  some  of  those  cruisers  are  still  infestiiij 
the  Iiigh  seas  and  tethers  are  preparing  to  capture,  burn,  and  destroj 
vessels  of  the  United  States: 

Now.  therefore,  l>e  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson*  IVesident  0I 
the  United  States,  hereby  enjoin  all  navab  military,  and  civil  officers 
of  the  United  States  diligently  to  endeavor,  by  all  lawful  means,  to  arrest 
the  said  cruisers  and  to  bring  them  into  a  port  of  the  Ignited  States,  i 
order  that  they  may  l^e  prevented  from  conmntting  further  depredatioi 
on  commerce  and  that  the  persons  on  board  of  them  may  no  longer  enj 
impunity  for  their  crimes. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim  and  declare  that  if,  after  a  reasonable  ti 
shall  have  elapsed  for  this  proclamation  to  Ijecome  known  in  the  ports 
nations  claiming  to  have  l:»een  neutrals,  the  said  insurgent  cruisers  an- 
the  i>ersons  on  lx>ard  of  them  shall  continue  to  receive  hospitality  in  the 
said  ports,  this  Government  will  deem  itself  justified  in  refusing  hospiJ 
tality  to  the  public  vessels  of  such  nations  in  ports  of  the  United  Stat^ 
and  in  adopting  such  other  measures  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  toward 
lindicpting  the  national  sovereignty. 
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In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  loth  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


[seal.] 


the  eighty-ninth, 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter, 

Ading  Secretary  of  State, 


By  thb  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  1 1  th  day  of  April 
last  certain  ports  of  the  Ignited  States  therein  specified,  which  had  previ- 
onsly  l)een  subject  to  bkx:kade,  were,  for  objects  of  pnbhc  safety,  declared, 
in  conformity  with  pre\noiis  special  legislation  of  Congress,  to  be  closed 
against  foreign  commerce  dnring  the  natitmal  will,  to  l>e  thereafter  ex- 
pressed and  made  known  by  the  President;  and 

Whereas  events  and  circnnistances  have  since  cK^curred  whicli.  in  my 
judgment,  render  it  exi>t*dient  to  remove  that  restriction,  except  as  to 
the  ports  of  Galveston,  La  Salle,  Brazos  de  Santiago  (Point  Isabel),  and 
Brownsville,  in  the  State  of  Texas: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
'ITnited  States,  do  liereby  declare  that  the  |x>rts  aforesaid,  not  excepted 
as  above,  shall  be  open  to  foreign  commerce  from  and  after  the  ist  day 
of  July  next;  that  connnercial  interconrse  with  the  said  iKjrts  may  from 
that  time  be  carried  on,  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  in 
pursuance  of  such  regulations  as  ma 3'  be  prescriljed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury*,  If,  however,  any  vessel  from  a  foreign  port  shall  enter 
any  of  the  Ix:  fore -named  excepted  ports  in  the  State  of  Texas,  she  will 
continue  to  l)e  held  liable  to  the  |>enalties  prescriljed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1861,  and  the  persons  on  board 
of  her  tosucli  j>enalties  as  may  l>e  incurred^  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  war, 
for  trading  or  attempting  to  trade  with  an  enemy. 

And  I,  Andrew^  Johnson.  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby 
declare  and  make  known  that  the  United  vStates  of  America  do  hence- 
forth disallow  to  all  persons  trading  or  attempting  to  trade  in  any  ports 
of  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the  laws  thereof  all  pretense  of  l>ei- 
Hgerent  rights  and  privileges;  and  I  give  notice  that  from  the  date  of 
this  proclamation  all  such  offenders  will  be  held  and  dealt  with  as  pirates. 

It  is  also  ordered  that  all  restrictions  upon  trade  heretofore  imposed  in 
the  territor>^  of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  save  those 
relating  to  contraband  of  w^ar,  to  the  reser\'ation  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  to  property  purchased  in  tlie  territory  of  an  enemy,  and  to 
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the  25  per  cent  upon  purchases  of  cotton  be  removed.     All  provisioi 
of  the  iiitemal-reN^euue  law  will  be  carried  iuto  effect  under  the  propc 
officers, 

111  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
r         -|  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  2 2d  day  of  May.  A.  D 

1865,  and  of  the  Iiide|x;ndence  of  the  United  States  of  Amerii 
the  eighty-ninth.  ANDREW 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  America. 

A  PROCI.AMATION. 

"^Tiereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Sth  day  of  Decemi 
her,  A.  D.  1863,  and  on  the  25th  day  of  March.  A.  D.  1864.  did,  with  th< 
object  to  snppress  the  existing  rebellion,  to  induce  all  jx^rsons  to  retun 
to  their  loyalty,  and  to  restore  the  anthority  of  ttte  Ignited  States,  issui 
proclamations  offering  anniesty  and  pardon  to  certain  persons  who  had 
directly  or  by  implication,  participated  in  the  said  relxrllion;  and 

Whereas  many  persons  who  had  so  engaged  in  said  rebeJlion  have; 
since  the  issuance  of  said  proclamations,  failed  or  neglected  to  take  tin 
benefits  offered  tliereb}' :  and 

Whereas  many  persons  who  have  been  justly  deprived  of  all  claim  U 
amnesty  and  pardoii  therennder  by  reason  of  their  participation,  directly 
or  by  implication,  in  said  rel>ellion  and  continued  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  since  the  date  of  said  proclamations  now! 
desire  to  apply  for  and  obtain  amnesty  and  pardon. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  authority  of  the  G<3vernment  of  tin 
United  States  may  be  restored  and  that  peace,  order,  and  freedom  may 
l>e  established,  T,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
proclaim  and  declare  that  I  hereby  grant  to  all  persons  who  have,  directly 
or  indirectly,  participated  in  the  existing  rebellion,  except  as  hereinafter 
excepted,  anniesty  and  pardon,  with  restoration  of  all  rights  of  jrroperty, 
except  as  to  slaves  and  except  in  cases  where  legal  pr<3ceedings  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  provnding  for  the  confiscation  of  pro|ierty 
of  persons  engaged  in  reliellioti  have  been  instituted;  hut  upon  the  con- 
dition, nevertheless,  that  every  such  person  shall  take  and  subscribe  the 
following  oath  (or  affirmation)  and  thenceforward  keep  and  maintain 
said  oatli  inviolate,  and  which  oath  shall  be  registered  for  permanent 
preser\'ation  and  shall  l>e  of  the  tenor  and  effect  following,  to  wit: 

I,  — — ,  do  soletnnly  swear  (or  affirm),  in  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that 

will  henceforth  faithfully  support,  protect,  and  defend  tlie  ConBtitution  of  the  United 
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FStatcs  and  the  Uiiiou  of  the  States  thereunder^  atid  that  I  will  in  hke  tnamier  ahide 
by  and  faithfulh'  support  all  laws  and  prochiiualions  which  have  lieeti  made  during 
tlie  existing  reliellion  with  reference  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves.     So  help  me  G<kL 

The  following  classes  of  persons  are  excepted  from  the  benefits  of  this 
proclamation: 

First.  All  who  are  or  shall  have  been  pretended  civil  or  diplomatic 
officers  or  otherwise  domestic  or  foreign  agents  of  the  pretended  Con- 
federate government. 

Second,  All  who  left  judicial  stations  under  the  United  States  to  aid 
the  rebellion. 

Third.  All  who  shall  have  beeti  niilitar>-  or  naval  officers  of  said  pre- 
tended Confederate  government  above  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  army  or 
lieutenant  in  the  navy, 

Fourth.  All  who  left  seats  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  aid 
the  rebellion. 

Fifth.  All  who  resigned  or  tendered  resignations  of  tlieir  connnissions 
in  the  Anny  or  Navy  of  the  United  States  to  evade  duty  in  resisting  the 
rebellion. 

Sixth.  All  who  have  engaged  in  any  way  in  treating  otherwise  than 
lawfully  as  prisoners  of  war  persons  found  in  the  United  States  servnce 
as  officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  or  in  other  capacities. 

Seventh.  All  persons  who  have  been  or  are  absentees  from  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  rebellion. 

Eighth.  All  military  and  naval  officers  in  the  rel>el  service  wdio  were 
educated  by  the  Government  in  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  or 
the  United  States  Naval  Academy. 

Ninth.  All  jitTsons  who  held  the  pretended  offices  of  governors  of 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States. 

Tenth.  All  persons  who  left  their  homes  within  the  jtirisdiction  and 
protection  of  the  United  States  and  passed  lieyond  the  Fe^leral  military 
lines  into  the  pretended  Confederate  States  for  the  purjKJse  of  aiding  the 
rebellion. 

Eleventh.  All  jK^rsons  who  have  !>een  engaged  in  the  destruction  of 
the  connnerce  of  the  United  States  upon  the  high  seas  and  all  persons 
who  ha%^e  made  raids  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  or  h&oxx  en- 
gaged in  destroying  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  upon  the  lakes 
and  rivers  that  separate  the  British  Provinces  from  the  United  States. 

Twelfth.  All  persons  wdio,  at  the  time  when  they  seek  to  obtain  the 
toiefits  hereof  by  taking  the  oatli  herein  prescrilxrd.  are  in  military,  naval, 
or  civil  confinement  or  ctistody,  or  tinder  bonds  of  the  civil,  military,,  or 
naval  authorities  or  agents  of  the  United  States  as  prisoners  of  war, 
or  persons  detained  for  offenses  of  any  kind,  either  before  or  after  coii- 
\iction. 

Thirteenth.  All  persons  who  have  voluntarily  participated  in  said  re- 
bellion and  the  estimated  value  of  w^hose  taxable  property  is  over  $20,000. 
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Fourteen  til.  All  persons  wlio  have  taken  the  oath  of  amnesty  as  pi 
scribed  in  the  President's  proclamation  of  December  8,  A.  D.  1863, 
an  oath  of  alleg^iaiice  to  the  Government  of  the  Ifnited  States  since  th 
date  of  said  proclamation  and  who  have  not  thenceforward  kept  am 
maintained  the  same  inviolate. 

Provided,  That  sf>ecial  application  may  l>e  made  to  the  President  fa 
pardon  by  any  person  belonging  to  the  excepted  classes,  and  such  cleiu 
ency  will  be  liberally  extended  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  facts  of  thu 
case  and  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  United  States. 

The  Stcretar>^  of  State  will  establish  rules  and  regidations  for  admin 
istering  and  recording  the  said  amnesty  oath,  so  as  to  insure  its  benefil 
to  the  people  and  guard  the  Government  against  fraud. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  sea 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  29th  day  of  May,  A.  D, 
1865,  anduf  the  Inde|>endence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
ninth. 

B3*  the  President: 

William  H.  Skavard, 

Sccniary  of  State. 


[SKAL.] 


ANDREW  JOHNSON, 


By  thk  President  of  thk  Uxitkd  States  of  America* 


A  PRUCLAIVIATION. 

WHiereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  c* 
the  United  States  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  government  and  shall  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  by  the  Constitution 
made  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  as  well  as  chief  civi 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  is  bound  by  solemn  oath  faitb 
fully  to  execnte  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  taki 
care  that  the  laws  l>e  faithfully  executed;  and 

Whereas  the  rebellion  which  has  been  wagetl  b>'  a  portion  of  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  United  States  against  the  proiierly  constitutefl  authorities  of 
the  Govennnent  thereof  in  the  most  violent  and  revolting  form.  bul 
whose  organized  and  armed  forces  Ijave  now  been  almost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  revolutionary  progress  deprived  the  [Hxjple  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  of  all  civil  government;  and 

Whereas  it  becomes  necessary  and  proper  to  carr>^  out  and  enforce  the 
obligations  of  the  ITnited  States  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina  in  secur 
ing  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republican  form  of  government: 

Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  high  and  solemn  duties  im 
upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  pu 
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of  enabling  the  loyal  people  of  said  State  to  organize  a  State  gov^eniment 
whereby  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tranquillity  insured,  and 
loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  Hfe,  liberty,  and  property, 
I.  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  appoint 
William  W,  Holdcn  provisional  governor  of  tlie  State  of  North  Carolina, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to  prescrilje  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  l^e  necessary  and  proper  for  convening  a 
convention  coni^yosed  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  that  portion  of  the 
fK*ople  of  said  State  who  are  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  no  others^ 
for  the  purpose  of  altering  or  amending  the  constitution  thereof,  and 
with  authority  to  exercise  within  the  hmits  of  said  State  all  the  powers 
necessary  and  proper  to  enable  such  loyal  people  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  to  restore  said  State  to  its  constitutional  relations  to  the  Federal 
Government  and  to  present  such  a  republican  frinn  of  State  government 
as  will  entitle  the  State  to  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  therefor 
and  its  people  to  protection  hy  the  United  States  against  invasion,  insur- 
rection, and  domestic  violence:  Provided,  That  in  any  election  that  may 
lie  hereafter  held  for  choosing  delegates  to  any  State  convention  as  afore- 
said no  person  shall  l>e  fiualified  as  an  elector  or  shall  lie  eligible  as  a 
member  of  such  convention  unless  he  shall  have  previously  taken  and 
snbscril>ed  the  oath  of  amnesty  as  set  forth  in  the  President's  proc*lania- 
tiou  of  May  29,  A.  I).  1865,  and  is  a  voter  qualified  as  prescribed  by  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in  force  immediately 
before  the  20th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1S61,  the  date  of  the  so-called  ordi- 
nance of  secession;  and  the  said  convention,  when  convened,  or  the  legis- 
lature that  may  lie  thereafter  assembled,  will  prescril^  the  qnalificution 
of  electors  and  the  eligibility  of  persons  to  hold  office  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  State — a  power  the  people  of  the  several  States  com- 
posing the  Fetlcral  Ijiion  have  rightfully  exercised  from  the  origin  of 
the  Govennnent  to  the  present  time. 

And  I  do  hereliy  direct — 

First.  That  the  militar>'  commander  of  the  department  and  all  officers 
and  |>ersons  in  the  military  and  naval  serv^icc  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro- 
visional governor  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  are 
enjoined  ti>  abstain  from  in  any  way  hindering,  impeding,  or  discour- 
aging the  loyal  people  from  the  organization  of  a  State  government  as 
herein  authorized. 

Second.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  p^iceed  to  jint  in  force  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  the  administration  whereof  l>elongs  to  the  State 
Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceed  to  nominate  for 
appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internal 
revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  are  au- 
thorized by  law  and  put  in  execution  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
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States  within  the  geographical  hiiiits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint 
ments  the  preference  shall  be  given  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residinj 
within  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to  be  performed 
btit  if  suitable  residents  of  the  districts  shall  not  be  found,  then  persoi 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  be  appointed. 

Fourth.  That  the  Post  master- General  proceed  to  establish  post-ofB' 
and  post  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  postal  laws  of  the  Unit 
States  within  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  preference 
appointment;   but  if  suitable  residents  are  not  found,  then  to  appoin) 
agents,  etc. ,  from  other  States. 

Fifth.  That  the  district  judge  for  the  judicial  district  in  which  Nort! 
Carolina  is  included  proceed  to  liold  courts  within  said  State  in  accord 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  Attorney- Genera 
will  instruct  the  proper  officers  to  lil>el  and  bring  to  judgment,  confisca 
tion,  and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  adminis^ 
tratiou  of  justice  within  said  State  in  all  matters  within  the  cognizano* 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  vSecretary  of  the  Navy  take  possession  of  all  pitbli 
pro|3erty  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  within  said  geographica 
limits  and  put  in  operation  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affai: 
having  application  to  the  said  State. 

Seventh.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  lawi 
relating  to  the  Interior  Department  applicable  to  the  geograpliicat  limiti 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  wOiereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  29th  day  of  May,  A.  D 
1865,  and  of  the  Imlei>eudeuce  of  tlie  United  States  the  eighty 
ninth. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON 
By  the  President: 

WiijjAM  H.  Skwahh. 

Scirtiarj  0/  State, 


[SKAL.] 


Bv  THK    PRRSIDENT  OF   THK   UnITKD  STATES  OF   AmKRICA, 


A  PROCLAMATION, 


Whereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution 
the  United  States  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  ev« 
State  in  tlie  Union  a  republican  form  of  government  atid  shall  prote 
each  of  tliem  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  by  the  Constitutic 
made  Conimatider  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Nav^v,  as  well  as  chief  cixil 
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executive  ofiBcer  of  the  United  States,  and  is  boned  by  solemn  oatli  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  aud  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  aud 

Whereas  the  rebellion  which  has  been  waged  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  agaiust  the  properly  constituted  authorities  of 
the  Government  thereof  in  the  most  violent  and  revolting  form,  hut 
whosu  organized  and  armed  forces  have  now  been  almost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  revolutionary  progress  deprived  the  p)eople  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  of  all  civil  government;  and 

Whereas  it  becomes  necessary  and  proper  to  carn^  out  and  enforce  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  in  securing 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republican  form  of  governtnent: 

Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  high  and  solemn  duties  imposed 
upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  loyal  people  of  said  State  to  organize  a  State  goveniment 
whereby  justice  may  h^  estal»lished,  domestic  tranquillity  insured,  and 
loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  property j 
I,  Andrew  Johnson.  President  of  the  Ignited  States  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  do  hereliy  appoint 
William  L.  Sharkey,  of  Mississippi,  provisional  governor  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  whose  duty  it  shall  he,  at  the  earliest  practicalile  j^ericxl,  to 
prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  and  proj>er  for 
convening  a  convention  composed  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  that  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  said  State  who  are  loyal  to  Ihe  United  States,  and 
no  others,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  or  amending  the  constitution  thereof, 
and  with  authority  to  exercise  within  the  limits  of  said  State  all  the 
powers  necessary  and  proper  to  enable  such  loyal  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  to  restore  said  State  to  its  constitutional  relations  to  the  Fed- 
eral Ck)vemnient  and  to  present  such  a  republican  form  of  State  govern- 
ment as  will  entitle  the  State  to  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  there- 
for and  its  people  to  protection  by  the  United  States  against  invasion, 
insurrection,  and  domestic  violence:  Provided,  That  in  any  election  that 
may  be  hereafter  held  for  choosing  delegates  to  any  State  convention  as 
aforesaid  no  person  shall  be  qualified  as  an  elector  or  shall  be  eligible 
as  a  member  of  such  convention  unless  he  shall  have  pre\'iously  taken 
and  subscribed  the  oath  of  amnesty  as  set  fortli  in  the  President's  proc- 
lamation of  May  2Q,  A,  D.  1865,  and  is  a  voter  qualified  as  prescribed  by 
tht  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  force  immediately 
before  the  9th  of  Jaiuiary ,  A.  D.  1S61 ,  the  date  of  the  so-called  ordinance 
of  secession;  and  the  said  convention,  when  convened,  or  the  legislature 
that  may  be  thereafter  assembled,  will  prescril>e  the  qualification  of  elect- 
ors and  the  eligibility  of  persons  to  hold  office  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  State — a  powder  the  people  of  the  several  States  com- 
posing the  Federal  Union  have  rightfully  exercised  from  the  origin  of 
the  Govemnient  to  the  present  time. 
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And  I  do  hereby  direct^ 

First.  That  the  itiilitar>^  conimaiider  of  the  department  and  all  office] 
and  persons  in  the  militan.'  and  naval  service  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro 
visional  governor  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  ai^ 
enjoined  to  abstain  from  in  any  way  hindering,  impeding,  or  disconi 
aging  the  loyal  ]ieople  from  the  organization  of  a  State  government 
herein  authorized. 

Second,  That  the  Secretao'  o^  State  proceed  to  put  in  force  all  law 
of  the  ITnited  States  the  administration  whereof  belongs  to  the  Stat 
Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third,  That  the  Secretar\^  of  the  Treastny  proceed  to  nominate  fi 
appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internj 
revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasiir>'  Department  as  are  ati 
thorized  by  law  and  put  in  execution  the  revenue  laws  of  the  ITnited 
States  within  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint 
ments  the  preference  shall  be  given  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residiuj 
within  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to  l>e  performec 
but  if  suitable  residents  of  the  districts  shall  not  Ik*  found,  then  person 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  l:>e  appointed. 

Fourth.  That  the  Postmaster-General  proceed  to  establish  post-office 
and  jx)st  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  i>ostal  laws  of  the  ITnii 
States  within  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  preference 
appcjiutment:  but  if  suitable  residents  are  not  found,  then  to  appoitl 
agents,  etc. .  from  other  States, 

Fifth.  That  the  district  jtidge  for  the  judicial  district  in  which  Missi 
sippi  is  included  proceed  to  hold  courts  within  said  State  in  accordan< 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Crmgress.  The  Attorney- General  wi| 
instruct  the  proper  officers  to  libel  and  bring  to  jutlgment,  confiscatioq 
and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  admiuistrati 
of  justice  witliin  said  State  in  all  matters  within  the  cognizance  and  Jur«i 
diction  of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  take  possession  of  all  publi 
property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  witliiu  said  geographica 
limits  and  put  in  operation  ail  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affair 
having  application  to  the  said  State. 

Seventh.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  put  in   force  the   law 
relating  to  the  Interior  Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limi 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  causeil  the  sel 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  13th  day  of  June,  A 
1865,  and  of  the  Indei>endence  of  the  United  States  the  eightj 
ninth. 

By  the  President: 

WitUAM  H,  Skward,  Secretary  of  State, 
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By  thk  President  oi-^  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  my  proclaniatioii^'  of  tlii^  29th  of  April,  1865,  all  restric- 
tions upon  internal,  domestic,  and  connnercial  intercourse,  with  certiiin 
exceptions  therein  sfiecilied  and  set  forth,  were  removed  **in  such  parts 
of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Virginia,  North  Carolina.  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  so  mnch  of  Louisiana  as  lies 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River  as  shall  be  embraced  within  the  lines  of 
national  military  occupation;  "   and 

Wliereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  2 2d  of  May,  1865,  for  reasons 
therein  given,  it  was  declared  that  certain  ports  of  the  United  States 
winch  had  been  previously  closetl  against  foreign  conmierce  should,  with 
certain  S|>eciried  exceptions,  lie  reo|jetied  to  such  connuerce  on  and  after 
the  I  St  day  of  July  next,  subject  to  the  laWvS  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  pursuance  of  such  regulations  as  tnight  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury-;  and 

Whereas  I  am  satisfactorily  infornicd  that  dangerous  combinations 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  no  longer  exist  within  the  State  of 
Tennessee:  that  the  insurrection  heretofore  existing  within  said  State 
has  Ijeen  suppressed;  that  within  the  l)onndaries  thereof  the  aothority 
I  of  the  Ibnted  States  is  undis]mted,  and  that  such  officers  of  the  United 
States  as  have  l>eeu  duly  commissioned  are  in  the  inidistmbed  exercise 
of  their  oflRcial  functions: 

Now,  therefore,  l>e  it  known  that  I.  Andrew  Jfdnison,  President  of 
the  Ihnted  States,  do  hereby  declare  that  all  restrictions  upon  intertiub 
domestic,  and  coastwise  intercourse  and  trade  and  ui>on  the  removal  of 
products  of  States  heretofore  declared  in  insurrection,  resen'ing  and  ex- 
cepting only  tfvose  relating  to  contraband  of  war«  as  hereinafter  recited, 
and  also  those  wliich  relate  to  the  reservation  of  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  to  pro|Xfrty  purchased  in  the  territory  of  an  enemy  heretofore 
imposed  in  the  territory'  of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
are  anintlled,  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that  they  l>c  forthwith  removed; 
and  that  on  and  after  the  ist  day  of  July  next  all  restrictions  upon  for- 
eign commerce  wit!i  siiid  jwrts,  with  the  exception  and  reservation  afore- 
said, Ije  likewise  removed;  and  that  the  commerce  of  said  States  shall 
be  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the  regularly  aj>]xiinted  officers 
of  the  customs  provided  by  law,  and  such  officers  of  the  customs  shall 
receive  any  captured  atid  abandoned  property  that  may  Ixr  turne<l  over  to 
iheni  under  the  la%v  by  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  tlie  Ignited  States 
and  disp<^se  of  such  property  as  shall  l>e  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  following  articles,  contraband  of  war,  are  excepted 
from  the  effect  of  this  proclamation:  Arms,  ammunition,  all  articles  from 
which  ammunition  is  made,  and  gray  lunforms  and  cloth, 

•  Kxtculive  ordtrr. 
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And  I  hereby  als*>  proclaim  and  declare  lliat  the  insurrection,  so  far 
it  relates  to  and  within  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  State  of  Tennessee  as  reorganized  and  const  itnted  nnder  their 
recently  adopted  constitution  and  reorganization  and  accepted  by  them , 
is  supi>ressed,  and  therefore,  also,  that  all  the  disabilities  and  disciuali- 
fications  attaching  to  said  State  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  consequent 
ujxju  any  proclamation  issued  by  \'irtue  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  pro\4de  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  ini 
ports  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  r^th  day  of  July,  1861 
removed. 

But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  considered  or  construed  as 
any  wise  changing  or  impairing  any  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  for 
treason  heretofore  incurred  under  the  laws  of  the  I'nited  States  or  any 
of  the  provisions,  restrictions,  or  disabilities  set  forth  in  my  prcxdaniatiou 
tearing  date  the  29th  day  of  May,  1865,  or  as  impairing  existing  regula- 
tions for  the  stuspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  and  the  exercise  o&  military 
law  in  cases  where  it  shall  l)e  necessary  for  the  general  public  safety 
and  welfare  during  the  existing  insurrection;  nor  shall  this  proclama 
tion  affect  or  in  any  way  impair  any  laws  heretofore  passed  by  Congress 
and  duly  appro^'ed  by  the  President  or  any  proclamations  or  orders  is- 
sued by  him  dttring  the  aforesaid  insurrection  alwlishing  slavery  or 
any  way  affecting  the  relations  of  slavery,  whether  of  persons  or  pro] 
erty;  btit,  on  the  contrary,  all  such  laws  and  proclamations  heretofoi 
made  or  issued  are  expressly  saved  and  declared  to  lie  in  full  force  and 
virtue. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  Umted  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  ttie  city  of  Washington,  this  13th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eightv-ninth. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Skward, 

Scariarj  0/  Siaie, 


'  I'll      I 


^ss 


[seal,] 


THK    PRESIBKNT  OF    THK   UnITHD  STATES  OF   AMERICA. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates  declares  that  the  Ihiited  States  shall  guarantee  to  everj- 
State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  government  and  sliall  protect 
each  of  them  against  in\*asion  and  domestic  violence:  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the   United  States  is  by  the  Constitution 
^de  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Na\'y,  as  w^ell  as  chief  civil 
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executive  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  is  hound  !>>-  s*>lemn  oath  faith- 
fully to  execute  tlie  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  Ix,*  faithfully  executed;  and 

Whereas  the  rel>ellion  which  lias  fjeen  waged  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
pie  of  the  United  States  ai^ainst  the  properly  constituted  authorities  of 
tlie  Government  thereof  in  the  most  violent  and  revolting  form,  but 
whose  organized  and  anned  forces  have  now  been  almost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  re\'ohitionary  progress  deprived  the  people  of  tlie  State 
of  Georgia  of  all  ci\il  government;  and 

Whereas  it  becomes  necessar>^  and  proper  to  carry  out  and  enforce  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  Georgia  in  securing  them 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republioin  form  of  government: 

Now.  therefore,  in  o!»edience  to  the  higli  and  s<ilenui  duties  inii>osed 
npou  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  loyal  people  of  said  State  to  organize  a  State  government 
whereby  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tranquillity  insured,  and 
loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  and  Connnander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Xavy  of  the  United  States,  d<*  hereby  ap|X)int 
James  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  provisional  governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to  prescribe  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necess^iry  and  [>ro|KT  for  convening  a 
convention  coniixised  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  tliat  |Xjrtion  of  the 
I^eoplc  of  said  State  who  are  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  no  others, 
for  the  pnr|K>se  of  altering  or  ameiiding  the  constitution  thereof,  and 
with  authority  to  exercise  within  the  limits  of  said  State  all  the  jKAvers 
nece*-sar>^  and  proper  to  enable  such  loyal  people  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
to  restore  said  State  to  its  constitiUional  relations  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  to  present  such  a  repubhcan  form  of  State  government  as  will 
entitle  the  State  to  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  therefor  and  its 
people  to  protection  by  the  United  States  against  invasion,  insurrection, 
and  domestic  violence:  Provided,  That  in  any  election  that  may  lie  here- 
after held  for  choosing  delegates  to  any  State  convention  as  aforesaid  no 
person  shall  l>c  tjualified  as  ati  elector  or  shall  l>e  eligilile  as  a  memlier 
of  such  convention  unless  he  shall  have  previously  taken  and  subscrilied 
the  oath  of  amnesty  as  set  forth  in  the  Presideut's  proclamation  of  May 
29,  A.  D.  1865,  and  is  a  voter  qnahfied  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  force  immediately  before  the  19th 
of  Janiiar>%  A,  D.  1S61,  the  date  of  the  so-called  ordinance  of  secession; 
and  the  said  convention,  when  convened,  or  the  legislature  that  may  be 
thereafter  assend>led,  will  prescritje  the  qualification  of  electors  and  the 
eligibility  of  persons  to  hold  office  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  State — a  power  the  people  of  the  several  States  compijsing  the  Fed- 
eral Union  have  rightfully  exercised  from  the  origin  of  the  Government 
to  the  present  time. 
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And  1  du  hereby  direct — 

First.  That  the  military  commander  of  the  depart  met  it  and  all  officers 
ami  persons  in  the  mihtary  and  naval  ser%'ice  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro- 
visional governor  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  are 
enjoined  to  aljstain  from  hi  any  way  hindering,  impeding,  or  discour- 
aging the  loyal  people  from  the  organization  of  a  State  govenniient  as 
herein  autliorii^ed. 

Second.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  proceed  to  pnt  in  force  all  la^ 
of  the  United  States  the  adtninistration  whereof  l>elongs  to  the  State 
Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceed  to  nominate  for 
appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internal 
revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasur>'  Department  as  are  au- 
thorized by  law  and  put  in  execution  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint- 
ments the  preference  shall  be  gi\'en  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residing 
within  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to  Ixr  i>erformed; 
but  if  suitable  residents  of  the  districts  shall  not  be  found,  then  |>ersons 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  l>e  appointed. 

Fourth.  That  the  Postmaster- General  pnx^eed  to  establish  pjst -offices 
and  iKJSt  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  jxistal  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  preference  of 
appointment;  but  if  suitable  residents  are  not  found,  then  to  appoint 
agents,  etc.,  from  other  States. 

Fifth.  That  the  district  judge  for  the  judicial  district  in  wliich  Georgi 
is  included  proceed  to  hold  courts  w  ithin  said  State  in  aca>rdance  with 
t!ie  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  A ttc>rney- General  will  in- 
struct the  proper  officers  to  lil>el  and  bring  to  judgment,  confiscation, 
and  sale  property  subject  to  cotiliscation  and  enforce  the  admin islration 
of  justice  within  siud  State  in  all  matters  witliin  the  cognizance  and  juris- 
diction of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth,  That  the  Secretary  iA  the  Navy  lake  ])ossession  of  all  ptiblic 
property  lielonging  to  the  Navy  Department  within  said  geogra])liical 
limits  and  put  in  ojieration  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affairs 
having  application  to  the  said  State. 

Seventh,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Interior  Department  applicable  to  tlie  geographical  limits 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  vStates  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  i  ytli  day  of  Jiuie,  A.  D. 
1865,  and  of  the  Inde|>endence  of  the  Uuited  vStates  the  eightj^- 
nintli. 

Hy  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 


at**       I 


'n 
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By  the  President  op  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

"WTiereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fonrtlx  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  government  and  ishall  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  by  the  Constitution 
made  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Nav3\  as  well  as  chief  civil 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  is  liound  by  solemn  oath  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  and 

Whereas  the  rebellion  which  has  lieen  waged  by  a  portion  of  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  United  vStates  against  the  properly  constituted  authorities  of 
the  Government  thereof  in  the  most  \dolent  and  revolting  form,  but 
whose  organized  and  armed  forces  have  now  Ijeeti  almost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  revolutionar}'  progress  deprived  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Texas  of  all  civil  government;  and 

Whereas  it  l)econies  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  out  and  etiforce  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Texas  in 
securing  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republican  form  of  government: 

Now,  therefore,  iu  obedience  to  the  high  and  s<:»lenin  dittie^s  imposed 
upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  loyal  people  of  said  State  to  organize  a  State  government 
whereby  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tranquillity  insured,  and 
loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  life,  lil>erty,  and  propert>% 
I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Aniiy  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  do  herel>y  appoint 
Andrew  J.  Hamilton,  of  Texas,  provisional  governor  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to  pre- 
senile such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
conveumg  a  convention  composed  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  tliat  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  said  State  who  are  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and 
no  others,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  or  amending  the  constitution 
thereof,  and  with  authority  to  exercise  within  the  limits  of  said  State 
all  the  powers  necessary^  and  proper  to  enable  such  loyal  people  of  the 
State  of  Texas  to  restore  said  State  to  its  constitutional  relations  to 
the  Federal  Government  and  to  present  such  a  republican  form  of  State 
government  as  vAVL  entitle  the  State  to  the  guaranty  of  the  United 
States  therefor  and  its  people  to  protection  by  the  United  States  against 
invasion,  insurrection,  and  domestic  \nolence:  Provided,  That  in  any  elec- 
tion that  may  be  hereafter  held  for  choosing  delegates  to  any  State  con- 
vention as  aforesaid  no  persc^n  shall  be  qualified  as  an  elector  or  shall 
be  eligible  as  a  member  of  such  contention  unless  he  shall  have  pre- 
viously taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  amnesty  as  set  forth  in  th' 
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President's  proclamation  of  May  29,  A.  D.  1865,  and  is  a  voter  qualified 
as  prescril)ed  by  the  constitntiou  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Texas  in  force 
immediately  before  the  ist  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1861,  the  date  of  the 
so-called  ordinance  of  secession;  and  the  said  convention,  when  con- 
vened, or  the  legislature  that  may  be  thereafter  assembled,  will  prescribe 
the  qualification  of  electors  and  the  eligibility  of  persons  to  hold  office 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State — a  power  the  people  of  the 
several  States  composing  the  Federal  Union  have  rightfully  exercised 
from  the  origin  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time. 

And  I  do  hereby  direct—* 

First*  That  the  militar>'  commander  of  the  department  and  all  officers 
and  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro- 
visional governor  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  are 
enjoined  to  abstain  from  in  any  way  hindering,  impeding,  or  discour- 
aging the  loyal  people  from  the  organization  of  a  State  government  as 
herein  authorized. 

Second,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  proceed  to  put  in  force  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  the  administration  whereof  belongs  to  the  State 
Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third.  That  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Treasury  proceed  to  nominate  for 
appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internal 
revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  are  an 
thorized  by  law  and  pot  in  execution  the  rev^enue  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint- 
ments the  preference  shall  be  given  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residing. 
within  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to  be  performed; 
btit  if  suitable  residents  of  the  districts  shall  not  be  found,  then  persons 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  foe  appointed.  1 

Fourth,  That  the  Postmaster- General  proceed  to  establish  post -offices! 
and  post  routes  and  put  into  execntion  the  postal  law*s  of  the  United 
States  within  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  preference  of 
appointment;  but  if  stiitable  residents  are  not  fomid,  then  to  appoint 
agents,  etc, ,  from  other  States, 

Fifth.  That  the  district  judge  for  the  judicial  district  in  which  Texas 
is  included  proceed  to  hold  courts  within  said  State  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  Attorney- General  will  in- 
struct the  proper  officers  to  libel  and  bring  to  judgment,  confiscation » 
and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  administration 
of  justice  within  said  State  in  aU  matters  within  the  cognizance  and^ 
jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth,  That  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Navy  take  possession  of  all  publi 
property  belonging  to  the  Na\T  Department  within  said  geographical 
limits  and  put  in  operation  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affairs 
having  application  to  the  said  State, 

Seventh.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  laws 


^^^^^^^^^^^^  Andreiv  Johnson  ^^^^T  ^23 

relating  to  the  Interior  Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  Umits 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  te  affixed. 
P  T|  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  17th  day  of  June,  A.  D, 

1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

^^"^*^  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

I  WrixiAM  H*  Skward,  Secretary  0/  Siaie, 

I        By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  A  PROCLAMATION- 

Whereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  government  and  shall  protect 
each  of  them  against  iovasion  and  domestic  violence;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  by  the  Constitution 
made  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Na\y,  as  well  as  chief  civil 
executix^  officer  of  the  United  States,  aud  is  bound  by  solemn  oath  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  and 

Whereas  the  rebellion  which  has  been  waged  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  against  tlie  properly  constituted  authorities  of 
the  Goveniraent  thereof  in  the  most  violent  and  revolting  fonn,  but 
whose  organized  and  armed  forces  have  now  been  ahiiost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  revolutionary  progress  deprived  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  of  all  civil  govertunent;  and 

Whereas  it  becomes  necessar}'  and  proper  to  carrj^  out  and  enforce  the 
obhgations  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  Alabama  in  securing 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republican  form  of  government: 

Now%  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  high  and  solemn  duties  imposed 

.upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  purpose 

lof  enabling  the  loyal  x>eople  of  said  State  to  organize  a  State  government 

whereby  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tranqnilhty  insured,  and 

loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  life,  hberty,  and  property,  I, 

Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  and  Commander  in  Chief 

of  the  ^"^jmy  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  apix>int  I^wis 

E.  Parsons,  of  Alabama,  provisional  govenior  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 

whose  duty  it  shall  be.  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to  prescribe 

such  niles  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessar>'  and  proper  for  convening 

,  a  convention  composed  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  that  portion  of  the 

•people  of  said  State  who  are  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  no  others,  for 

the  purpose  of  altering  or  amending  the  constitution  thereof,  and  wi^^ 

authority  to  exercise  w^i thin  the  limits  of  said  State  all  the  powers  n 

sary  and  proper  to  enable  such  loyal  people  of  the  State  of  Alabat 
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President's  proclamation  of  May  29,  A.  D.  1865,  and  is  a  voter  qualified 
as  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Texas  in  forcse 
immediately  before  the  ist  day  of  February,  A.  D.  i86i,  the  date  of  the 
so-called  ordinance  of  secession;  and  the  said  convention,  when  con- 
vened, or  the  legislature  that  may  be  thereafter  assembled,  will  prescribe 
the  qualification  of  electors  and  the  eligibiUty  of  persons  to  hold  office 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State — a  power  the  people  of  the 
several  States  composing  the  Federal  Union  have  rightfully  exercised 
from  the  origin  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time. 

And  I  do  hereby  direct — 

First,  That  the  military  commander  of  the  department  and  all  oiBcers 
and  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  ser\ice  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro- 
visional governor  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  are 
enjoined  to  abstain  from  in  any  way  hindering,  impeding,  or  discour- 
aging tlie  loyal  people  from  the  organization  of  a  State  government  as 
herein  authorized. 

Second.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  proceed  to  put  in  force  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  the  administration  whereof  belongs  to  the  State 
Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasun,^  proceed  to  nominate  for 
appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internal 
revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  are  au- 
thorized by  law^  and  put  in  execution  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  wnthin  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint- 
ments the  preference  shall  be  giv^en  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residing 
wathin  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to  be  performed; 
but  if  suitable  residents  of  tlie  districts  shall  not  be  found,  then  persons 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  be  appointed. 

Fourth.  That  the  Postmaster-General  proceed  to  estabhsh  post-offices 
and  post  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  postal  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  preference  of 
appointment;  but  if  suitable  residents  are  not  found,  then  to  apjXJint 
agents,  etc. ,  from  other  States. 

Fifth.  That  the  district  judge  for  the  judicial  district  in  w^hich  Texas 
is  included  proceed  to  hold  courts  within  said  State  in  accordance  witli 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  Attorney- General  will  in- 
struct the  proper  officers  to  libel  and  bring  to  judgment,  cr  ''  ^^m, 
and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  adni  -an 

of  justice  within  said  State  in  all  matters  within  the  cogniEance  and 
jiu-isdictinm  of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  take  posaessiou  of  nil  public 

property  belonging  to  the  Nav>^  Department  within  said  gcograplitcal 

limits  and  put  in  oj'ieration  all  ac'      '  '  *  ngress  in  relatiott  to  tmval  affairs 

having  application  to  tlie  said  F: 

Seventh.  Timt  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  law! 
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and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  administration 
of  justice  within  said  State  in  all  matters  within  the  cognizance  and  juris- 
diction of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Ka\'y  take  possession  of  all  pubUc 
property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  within  said  geographical 
Hmits  and  put  m  operation  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affairs 
having  application  to  the  said  State. 

Seventh.  That  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Interior  Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Waskington,  this  2tst  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1S65,  and  of  the  lAdependence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
ninth. 

By  the  President: 

WI1.UA5I  H.  Seward,  Secreian*  cf  State, 


[SEAX.] 
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I        By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 
Whereas  by  the  proclamations  of  the  President  of  the  19th  and  27th 
of  April,  i86e,  a  blockade  of  certain  ports  of  the  United  States  was  set 
on  foot;  but 

Whereas  the  reasons  for  that  measure  have  ceased  to  exist: 
Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  the  bltx:kade  aforesaid  to 
be  rescinded  as  to  all  tlie  ports  aforesaid,  including  that  of  Galveston  and 
other  ports  w^est  of  the  Mississippi  River,  w^hich  ports  will  be  open  to 
foreign  commerce  on  the  ist  of  July  next  on  the  tenns  and  conditions 
set  forth  in  ray  proclamation  of  the  22d  of  May  last. 

It  is  to  be  understood,  however,  that  the  blockade  thus  rescinded  was 
an  international  measure  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  sovereign 
rights  of  the  United  States.  The  greater  or  less  subversion  of  civil 
authority  in  the  region  to  which  it  applied  and  the  impracticability  of 
at  once  restoring  that  in  due  efficiency  may  for  a  season  make  it  advis- 
able to  employ  the  Anny  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  toward  carrj'ing 
the  law^s  into  effect  wherever  such  employment  may  be  necessar>'. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  23d  day  of  June,  A,  D, 
1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eighty-ninth.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

W,  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  StaU. 


[SEAI.,] 
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Bv  THK  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  has  been  the  desire  of  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  restore  unrestricted  commercial  intercourse  betw^een  and  in  the 
sev^eral  States  as  soon  as  the  same  could  be  safely  done  in  view  of  resist- 
ance to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  by  combinations  of  armed 
insurgents;  and 

Whereas  that  desire  has  been  shown  in  my  proclamations  of  the  29th 
of  April,  1S65,  the  ijfh  of  June,  1865.  and  the  23d  of  June,  1865;  and 

Whereas  it  now  seems  expedient  and  proper  to  remove  restrictions  upon 
intenial,  domestic,  and  coastwise  trade  and  commercial  intercourse  between 
and  within  the  %States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Mississippi  River: 

Now,  therefore,  lie  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  declare  that  all  restrictions  upon  internal,  do- 
mestic, and  coastwise  intercourse  and  trade  and  upon  the  purchase  and 
removal  of  prcKlucls  of  States  and  parts  of  States  and  Territories  hereto- 
fore declared  in  insurrection,  lying  w^est  of  the  Mississippi  River  (except- 
ing only  those  relating  to  property  heretofore  purchased  by  the  agents 
or  captured  by  or  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  transportation  thereto  or  therein  on  private  account  of  arms^  anmm- 
nition,  all  articles  from  which  ammunition  is  made,  gray  uniforms,  and 
gray  cloth),  are  annulled;  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that  they  be  forthwith  re- 
moved, and  also  that  the  connnerce  of  such  States  and  parts  of  States  shall 
be  conducted  under  tlie  supervdsion  of  the  regularly  appointed  officers  of 
the  customs,  [who]  shall  receive  any  captured  and  aljandoned  property 
that  may  be  turned  over  to  them  under  the  law  by  the  militarv^  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  accordance  with 
instructions  on  the  subject  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>\ 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
I-  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  24th  day  of  June,  A,  D, 

1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  eighty-ninth.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  government  and  shall  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  by  the  Constitiition 
made  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  as  well  as  chief  civil 
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executive  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  is  boiiud  by  solemn  oath  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  and 

WTiereas  the  rebellion  whicli  has  been  waged  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  against  the  j>roperly  constituted  authorities  of 
the  Go\^eniment  thereof  in  the  most  \dolent  and  revolting  form,  but 
whose  organized  and  anned  forces  have  now  been  almost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  revolutionary  progress  deprived  the  people  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  of  all  civil  government:  and 

Whereas  it  becomes  necessary  and  proper  to  cany  out  and  enforce  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina  in  secur-' 
ing  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republican  form  of  government: 

Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  high  and  solemn  duties  imposed 
upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  loyal  people  of  said  State  to  organize  a  State  government 
whereby  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tranqnillity  insured,  and 
loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
I,  Andrew  Johnson.  President  of  the  United  States  and  Conmiander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  do  hereb}^  appoint 
Benjamin  F.  Perr>\  of  South  Carolina,  provisional  governor  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period,  to  prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary^  and 
proper  for  convening  a  convention  composed  of  delegates  to  be  chosen 
by  that  portion  of  the  people  of  said  State  who  are  loyal  to  the  United 
States,  and  no  others,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  or  amending  the  con- 
stitution thereof,  and  with  authority  to  exercise  within  the  limits  of 
said  State  all  the  x>owers  necessar>''  and  proper  to  enable  such  loj^al  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  to  restore  said  State  to  its  constitu- 
tional relations  to  the  Federal  Government  and  to  present  such  a  repub- 
lican form  of  State  government  as  will  entitle  the  State  to  the  guaranty 
of  the  United  States  therefor  and  its  people  to  protection  by  the  United 
States  against  invasion,  insurrection,  and  domestic  violence:  Provided^ 
That  in  any  election  that  may  be  hereafter  held  for  choosing  delegates 
to  any  State  convention  as  aforesaid  no  person  shall  be  qualified  as  an 
elector  or  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  such  convention  unless  he  shall 
have  previously  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  amnesty  as  set  forth  in 
the  President's  proclamation  of  May  29,  A,  D,  1865,  and  is  a  voter  quali- 
fied as  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  South  Caro* 
lina  in  force  immediately  before  the  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  i860, 
the  date  of  the  so-called  ordinance  of  seces^on;  and  the  said  convention, 
when  a>nvened,  or  the  legislature  that  maybe  thereafter  assembled,  will 
prescribe  the  qualification  of  electors  and  the  eligibihty  of  persons  to 
.hold  office  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State — a  power  the 
I  people  of  the  several  States  composing  the  Federal  Union  have  rightfully 
rdsed  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time* 
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And  I  do  hereby  direct — 

First.  That  the  luiUtary  comniauder  of  the  department  and  all  oflBcers 
and  persons  in  the  uiiHtary  and  naval  service  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro- 
visional  govenior  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  are 
enjoined  to  abstain  from  in  any  way  hindering,  impeding,  or  discour- 
aging the  loyal  people  from  the  organization  of  a  State  government  as 
herein  authorked. 

Second.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  proceed  to  put  in  force  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  the  administration  whereof  belongs  to  the  State 
Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third.  That  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Treasur\^  proceed  to  nominate  for 
appcjintment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internal 
revenne  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasur\^  Department  as  are  au- 
thorised by  law  and  put  in  execution  tlie  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint* 
metits  the  preference  shall  Ix^  given  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residing 
within  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to  be  performed;: 
but  if  suitable  residents  of  the  districts  shall  not  be  found,  then  persons 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  be  appointed. 

Fourth.  That  the  Postmaster-General  proceed  to  establish  post-ofBces 
and  post  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  postal  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  preference  of 
appointment:  but  if  suitable  residents  are  not  found,  then  to  appoint 
agents,  etc.,  from  other  States. 

Fifth,  That  the  district  judge  for  the  judicial  district  iu  which  South 
Carolina  is  included  proceed  to  hold  courts  within  said  State  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  Attorney-General 
will  instruct  the  proper  officers  to  lil)el  and  bring  to  judgment,  confisca- 
tion, and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  within  said  State  in  all  matters  within  the  cognizance 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  take  possession  of  all  public 
property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  wnthin  said  geographical 
limits  and  put  in  operation  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affairs 
having  application  to  the  said  State, 

Seventh.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Interior  Department  appHcable  to  the  geographical  limits 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  ha\'e  hereunto  set  m}"  hand  and  caused  the  seal^H 
of  the  United  Slates  to  l)e  affixed.  ^H 

r  -I         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington » this  30th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 

1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

""'^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

W^ii,UAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


Andrtw  Johnson 


By  th^  Prbsidhnt  of  th^  United  States  of  America 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constilutioo  of 
the  United  States  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  the  Union  a  repubUcan  form  of  government  and  shall  protect 
each  of  them  against  ini^asion  and  domestic  violence;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  by  the  Constitution 
made  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  as  well  as  chief  civil 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  is  bound  by  solemn  oath  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  and 

Whereas  the  rebellion  which  has  been  waged  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  against  the  properly  constituted  authorities  of 
tlie  Government  thereof  in  the  most  violent  and  revolting  form,  but 
whose  organized  and  armed  forces  have  now  been  almost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  revolutionar\^  progress  deprived  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Florida  of  all  civil  government  j  and 

\\Tiereas  it  becomes  necessary  and  proper  to  cany  out  and  enforce  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  Florida  in  securing  them 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republican  form  of  government: 

Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  high  and  solemn  duties  imposed 
upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  loyal  people  of  said  State  to  organize  a  State  government 
whereby  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tranquillity  insured,  and 
loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Na\^^  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  appoint 
William  Marvnn  provisional  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  w^hose 
duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  earhest  practicable  period,  to  prescribe  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  convening  a  conven- 
tion composed  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
said  State  w^ho  are  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  no  others,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  altering  or  amending  the  constitution  thereof,  and  with  authority 
to  exercise  within  the  limits  of  said  State  all  the  powers  necessary^  and 
proper  to  enable  such  loyal  people  of  the  State  of  Florida  to  restore  said 
State  to  its  constitutional  relations  to  the  Federal  Goveniment  and  to 
present  such  a  republican  form  of  State  government  as  %vill  entitle  the 
State  to  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  therefor  and  its  people  to 
protection  by  the  United  States  against  invasion,  insurrection,  and  do- 
mestic violence:  Provided,  That  in  any  election  that  may  be  hereafter 
held  for  choosing  delegates  to  any  State  convention  as  aforesaid  no  per- 
ison  shall  be  qualified  as  an  elector  or  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
such  convention  unless  he  shall  have  previously  taken  and  subscribe*' 
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And  I  do  hereby  direct^ 

First.  That  the  luihtary  commauder  of  the  department  and  all  officers 
and  persons  iu  the  miHtar>"  and  naval  service  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro- 
visional governor  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  are 
enjoined  to  abstain  from  in  any  way  hindering,  impeding^  or  discour- 
aging the  loyal  people  from  the  organization  of  a  State  government  as 
herein  authorized. 

Second.  That  the  Secretar>^  of  State  proceed  to  put  in  force  all  lawS^ 
of  the  United  States  the  administration  whereof  belongs  to  the  State 
Department  apphcable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceed  to  nominate  for 
appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internal 
revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  are  au- 
thorized by  law^  and  put  in  execution  tlie  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint- 
ments the  preference  shall  Ije  given  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residing 
within  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to  be  performed; 
but  if  suitable  residents  of  the  districts  shall  not  be  found,  then  persona 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  be  appointed, 

Fourtli.  That  the  Postmaster- General  proceed  to  establish  post-offices 
and  post  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  postal  laws  of  the  United 
States  wuthin  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  preference  of 
appointment;  but  if  suitable  residents  are  not  found,  then  to  appoint 
agents,  etc. ,  from  other  States. 

Fifth.  That  the  district  judge  for  the  judicial  district  in  which  South 
Carohna  is  included  proceed  to  hold  courts  within  said  State  in  accord- 
ance va^^^  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  Attorney-General 
will  instruct  the  proper  officers  to  lil^el  and  bring  to  judgment,  confisca- 
tion, and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  adminis* 
tration  of  justice  within  said  State  in  all  matters  within  the  cognizance 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Na\T  take  possession  of  all  public 
property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  within  said  geograpliical 
limits  and  put  in  operation  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affairs 
having  application  to  the  said  State. 

Seventh.  That  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Interior  Department  apphcable  to  the  geographical  limits, 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  w^hereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  30th  day  of  June«  A.  D, 
1 865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
ninth. 


[SKAI*.] 


ANDREW  JOHNSON, 
By  the  President: 

W11.UAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  0/  State, 


J 


Andrew  Johnson 


By  the  President  of  thk  United  Statks  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  g^tiarantee  to  every 
State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  gov'emnient  and  shall  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence:  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  by  the  Constitution 
made  Commander  in  Chief  of  tlie  Anny  and  Na\T,  as  well  as  chief  civil 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States »  and  is  bound  by  solemn  oath  faith- 
fully  to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  and 

Whereas  the  rebellion  which  has  been  w^aged  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  against  the  properly  constittited  authorities  of 
the  Government  thereof  in  the  most  violent  and  revolting  form,  but 
whose  organized  and  armed  forces  have  now  been  almost  entirely  over- 
come, has  in  its  revolutionar>'  progress  deprived  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Florida  of  all  civil  government;  and 

Whereas  it  becomes  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  out  and  enforce  the 
obhgations  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of  Florida  in  securing  them 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republican  form  of  government: 

Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  high  and  solemn  duties  imposed 
upon  me  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  for  the  purptjse 
of  enabling  the  loyal  people  of  said  vState  to  organize  a  State  government 
whereby  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tranquillity  insured*  and 
loyal  citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  life,  liberty »  and  property, 
I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Nav}^  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  appoint 
William  Marvin  provisional  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to  prescribe  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  convening  a  conven- 
tion composed  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
said  State  w^ho  are  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  no  others,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  altering  or  amending  the  constitution  thereof,  and  with  authority 
I  to  exercise  within  the  limits  of  said  State  all  the  powers  necessar>'  and 
proper  to  enable  such  loyal  people  of  the  State  of  Florida  to  restore  said 
State  to  its  constitutional  relations  to  the  F'ederal  Government  and  to 
present  such  a  republican  form  of  State  government  as  will  entitle  the 
State  to  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  therefor  and  its  people  to 
protection  by  the  United  States  against  invasion,  insturection,  and  do- 
mestic \iolence:  Pnnided,  That  in  any  election  that  may  be  hereafter 
held  for  choosing  delegates  to  any  State  convention  as  aforesaid  no  per- 
son shall  be  qualified  as  an  elector  or  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
such  convention  unless  he  shall  have  previously  taken  and  subscribed 
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the  oath  of  amBesty  as  set  forth  in  the  President*s  proclamation  of  May 
29,  A.  D.  1865,  and  is  a  voter  quahfied  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  force  immediately  before  the  loth 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1861,  the  date  of  the  so-called  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion; and  the  said  convention,  when  convened,  or  the  legislature  that 
may  be  thereafter  assembled,  will  prescribe  the  qualification  of  electors 
and  the  eligibility  of  persons  to  hold  office  under  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  State — ^a  power  the  people  of  the  several  States  composing 
the  Federal  Union  have  rightfully  exercised  from  the  origin  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  present  time. 

And  I  do  hereby  direct — 

First.  That  the  mihtary  commander  of  the  department  and  all  officers 
and  i>ersons  in  the  military  and  naval  service  aid  and  assist  the  said  pro- 
visional governor  in  carrying  into  effect  this  proclamation;  and  they  are 
enjoined  to  abstain  from  in  any  way  hindering,  impeding,  or  discour- 
aging tlie  loyal  people  from  the  organization  of  a  State  go\^ermnent  as 
herein  authorized. 

vSecond.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  proceed  to  put  in  force  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  the  administration  whereof  belongs  to  the  State 
Department  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceed  to  nominate  for 
appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs  and  internal 
revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  are  au- 
thorized by  law  and  put  in  execution  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  ^vithin  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  appoint- 
ments the  preference  shall  be  given  to  qualified  loyal  persons  residing 
within  the  districts  where  their  respecti%'e  duties  are  to  be  perfonned; 
but  if  suitable  residents  of  the  districts  shall  not  he  found,  then  persons 
residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  be  appointed. 

Fourth.  That  the  Post  master- General  proceed  to  establish  post-offices 
and  post  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  postal  laws  of  the  United 
States  wnthin  the  said  State,  gi\nng  to  loyal  residents  the  preference  of 
appointment;  but  if  suitable  residents  are  not  found,  then  to  appoint 
agents,  etc. ,  from  other  States. 

Fifth.  That  the  district  judge  for  the  judicial  district  in  which  Florida 
is  included  proceed  to  hold  courts  %\ithiii  said  State  in  accordance  \nth 
the  pro\nsions  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  Attorney-General  will  in- 
struct the  proper  officers  to  libel  ^id  bring  to  judgment,  confiscation, 
and  sale  property  subject  to  confiscation  and  enforce  the  administration 
of  justice  within  said  State  in  all  matters  within  the  cognizance  and 
jurisdiction  uf  the  Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  take  possession  of  all  public 
property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  within  said  geograpliical 
limits  and  put  in  operation  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affairs 
T  application  to  the  said  State. 
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Seventh.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  put  in  force  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Interior  Department  appUcable  to  the  geographical  limits 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  aflfixed. 
r  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  13th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 

1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  nine- 

^^^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

Wii,i,iAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  procla-viation. 

Whereas  by  my  proclamations  of  the  13th  aud  24th  of  June,  1865, 
removing  restrictions,  in  part,  upon  internal,  domestic,  and  coastwise 
intercourse  and  trade  with  those  States  recently  declared  in  insurrection, 
certain  articles  were  excepted  from  the  effect  of  said  proclamations  as 
contraband  of  war;  and 

Whereas  the  necessity  for  restricting  trade  in  said  articles  has  now 
in  a  great  measure  ceased: 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  on  and  after  the  ist  day  of  September,  1865, 
all  restrictions  aforesaid  be  removed,  so  that  the  articles  declared  by  the 
said  proclamations  to  be  contraband  of  war  may  be  imported  into  and 
sold  in  said  States,  subject  only  to  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  prescribe. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  aflBxed. 
r  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  29th  day  of  August, 

A.  D.  1865, and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninetieth.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  a  proclamation  of  the  5th  day  of  July,  1864,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  when  the  civil  war  was  flagrant  and  when 
combinations  were  in  progress  in  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  inciting 
insurgent  raids  into  that  State,  directed  that  the  proclamation  suspenc 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  should  be  made  effectufl 
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Kentucky  and  that  martial  !avv  should  lie  established  there  and  continue 
until  said  proclamation  should  be  revoked  or  modified;  and 

Whereas  since  then  the  danger  from  insiu"gent  raids  into  Kentucky- 
has  substantially  passed  away : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  liy  the  Constitu- 
tion, do  hereby  declare  that  the  said  proclamation  of  the  5tli  day  of  July, 
1864,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  modified  in  so  far  that  martial  law  shall  be 
no  longer  in  force  in  Kentucky  from  and  after  the  date  hereof. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  12th  day  of  October, 
A,  D.  1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninetieth. 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter,  Acting  Secreiaryf  of  State, 


[seal,] 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


By  the  President  of  thk  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Ahnighty  God  durinp^  the  year  which  is  now 
coming  to  an  end  to  relieve  our  beloved  countr>'  from  the  fearful  scourge 
of  civnl  war  and  to  permit  us  to  secure  the  blessings  of  peace,  unity,  and 
harmony,  with  a  great  enlargement  of  civil  liberty;  and 

W^hereas  our  Hea\enly  Father  has  also  during  the  year  graciously 
averted  from  us  the  calamities  of  foreign  war,  pestilence,  and  famine, 
while  our  granaries  are  full  of  the  fruits  of  an  abundant  season;  and 

Whereas  righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  while  sin  is  a  reproach  to 
any  people; 

Now,  therefore*  be  it  know^n  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson.  President  of 
the  Uiiited  States^  do  hereby  recommend  to  the  people  thereof  that  they 
do  set  apart  and  observ^e  the  first  Thursday  of  December  next  as  a  day 
of  national  thanksgi\'ing  to  the  Creator  of  the  Universe  for  these  great 
deliverances  and  blessings. 

And  I  do  further  recommend  that  on  that  occasion  the  whole  people 
make  confession  of  our  national  sins  against  His  infinite  gc^i>dness,  and 
with  one  heart  and  one  mind  implore  the  divine  guidance  in  the  ways 
of  national  xnrtue  and  holiness. 

In  testimony  wiiereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  l>e  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  2Sth  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
America  the  ninetieth. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Skward,  Secretary  0/ Siak, 


[seal.] 


ANDREW  JOHNSON 
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Bv  THE  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

• 

Whereas  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  15th  day  of  September,  1H63,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  was,  in  certain  cases  therein  set  forth,  suspended  throughout  the 
United  States;  and 

Whereas  the  reasons  for  that  suspension  may  be  regarded  as  having 
ceased  in  some  of  the  States  aud  Territories: 

Now,  therefore^  be  It  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  susjiensiou  afore- 
said and  all  other  proclamations  and  orders  suspending  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  kaifeas  corpus  in  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States  are  revoked  and  annulled,  excepting  as  to  the  States  of  Virginia, 
Kentucky*  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  South  Carohna,  Georgia,  Florida, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  ist  day  of  December, 
A,  D.  1865.  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninetieth. 


[SKAI.,] 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


By  the  President: 

WlI*I.L\M  H.  Skwakd, 

Secretapy  of  State, 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 


ExECuTivK  Chamber, 

Washington,  April  2g,  186^. 
ag  desirous  to  teheve  all  loyal  citizens  and  well-disposed  persons 
residing  in  insurrectionary  States  from  nnnecessar>^  commercial  restric- 
tions and  to  encourage  them  to  return  to  peaceful  pursuits — 

//  is  hereby  ordered,  I.  That  all  restrictions  upon  internal,  domestic,  and 
coastwise  commercial  intercourse  be  discontinued  in  such  parts  of  the 
States  of  Tennessee,  Virginia,  North  Carohna,  South  Carohna,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  so  much  of  Louisiana  as  lies  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River  as  shall  he  embraced  within  the  hues  of  national 
military'  occupation,  excepting  ovXy  such  restrictions  as  are  nn posed  by 
acts  of  Congress  and  regulations  in  pursuance  thereof  prescrilied  by  the 
Secretarv'  of  the  Treasury  and  approved  by  the  President,  and  exceptin*' 
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also  from  the  effect  of  this  order  the  following  articles  contraband  of 
war,  to  wit:  Arms,  ammunition,  all  articles  from  which  ammunition  is 
manufactured,  gray  uniforms  and  cloth,  locomotives,  cars,  railroad  iron, 
and  machiner>'^  for  operating  railroads,  telegraph  wires,  insulators,  and 
instruments  for  operating  telegraphic  lines. 

11.  That  all  existing  military-  and  naval  orders  in  any  manner  restrict* 
ing  internal,  domestic,  and  coastmse  commercial  intercourse  and  trade 
with  or  in  the  localities  above  named  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
voked, and  that  no  military  or  naval  officer  in  any  manner  interrupt  or 
interfere  with  the  same,  or  with  any  boats  or  other  vessels  engaged  therein 
under  proper  authority,  pursuant  to  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of 


the  Treasury. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


War  Department, 
Was  king  ian  City,  April  ^9,  iS6^. 

The  Executive  order  of  January  20,  1865,  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  hay,  is  rescinded  from  and  after  the  ist  day  of  May,  1865, 
By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


ExEciTTn'^  Chamber, 
Washington  City,  May  /,  i86§. 

Whereas  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  hath  given  his 
opinion  that  the  persous  implicated  in  the  murder  of  the  late  President, 
A1>raham  Lincoln,  aud  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Hon.  William 
H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  an  alleged  conspiracy  to  assassinate 
other  officers  of  the  Federal  Government  at  Washington  City,  and  their 
aiders  and  aliettors,  are  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  and  lawfully  triable 
before  a  militar>'  commission^ — 

//  is  ordered: 

First.  That  the  assistant  adjutant-general  detail  nine  competent  nnli- 
tary  officers  to  serve  as  a  commission  for  the  trial  of  said  parties,  and  that 
the  Judge- Advocate-General  proceed  to  prefer  charges  against  said  parties 
for  their  alleged  offenses  and  bring  them  to  trial  liefore  said  militar>*  com- 
mission; that  said  trial  or  trials  be  conducted  by  the  said  Judge- Advocate- 
General,  and  as  recorder  thereof,  in  person,  aided  by  such  assistant  or 
special  judge-advocate  as  he  may  designate,  and  that  said  trials  be  con- 
ducted with  all  dihgence  consistent  with  the  ends  of  justice;  the  said 
commission  to  sit  without  regard  to  hours. 

Second.  That  Brevet  Major-General  Hartranft  be  assigned  to  duty  as 

special  provost-marshal -general  for  the  purpose  of  said  trial,  and  attend- 

•  upon  said  commissioUp  and  the  execution  of  its  mandates. 
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Third.  That  the  said  commission  establish  such  order  or  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding as  may  avoid  unnecessary  delay  and  conduce  to  the  ends  of  public 

^"^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Official  copy:  W.A.NICHOLS, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  Gaieral, 

War  Department, 
Washington^  D,  C,  May  j,  1865, 

Order  Rescinding  Regulations  Prohibiting  the  Exportation 
OP  Arms,  Ammunition,  Horses,  Mules,  and  Live  Stock. 

The  Executive  order  of  November  21,  1862,  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  United  States,  and  the  Executive 
order  of  May  13, 1863,*  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  horses,  mules,  and 
live  stock,  being  no  longer  required  by  public  necessities,  the  aforesaid 
orders  are  hereby  rescinded  and  annulled. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  4.,  186^, 

This  being  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  the  late  President,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  at  Springfield,  111. ,  the  Executive  Ofl&ce  and  the  various  Depart- 
ments will  be  closed  at  12  m.  to-day. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

President  of  the  United  States, 

Special  Orders,  No.  211. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  6,  i86§, 

%  ^  )K  ^  ^  ^  :{c 

4.  A  military  commission  is  hereby  appointed  to  meet  at  Washington, 
D.  C. ,  on  Monday,  the  8th  day  of  May,  1865,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. ,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the  trial  of  David  E.  Herold,  George  A. 
Atzerodt,  Lewis  Payne,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  Edward  Spangler,  Samuel 
Arnold,  Mary  E.  Surratt,  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  and  such  other  prisoners  as 
may  be  brought  before  it,  impUcated  in  the  murder  of  the  late  President. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Hon.  William 

♦  Order  of  Secretary  of  War. 
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If,  H^rA'ard,  Scr:retary  of  State,  and  in  an  alleged  conspirac>'  to  assassinate 
t^\\Kt  offit'jcrs  of  the  Fcfleral  (>>vemment  at  Washington  City,  and  their 
ai'l/rTH  and  alxrtt//rs. 

Detail  for  the  court. 

Major-O'-neral  David  Hunter,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Major- O'rfieral  Lewis  Wallace,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Bpv^I  Major-Oeneral  August  V.  Kautz,  United  States  Volunteers. 

iJri^^aflier-Oencral  Albion  P.  Howe,  United  States  Volunteers. 

HriKaMier-Ocneral  Rol)ert  S.  Foster,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Hn-vct  Jirigadier-Oeneral  Cyrus  B.  Comstock,*  United  States  Volun- 
Irors. 

Hrigaflicr-Ciencral  T.  M.  Harris,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Hrt'vct  Colonel  Horace  Porter, f  aid-de-camp. 

IJciilcnanl-Coloncl  David  R.  Clendenin,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

HriKadicr-Cicneral  Joseph  Holt,  Judge- Advocate-General,  United  States 
Army,  is  apixiintcd  the  judge-advocate  and  recorder  of  the  commission,  to 
Ih-  aicU-d  hy  such  assistant  or  si)ecial  judge-advocate  as  he  may  designate. 

The  ooniniission  will  sit  without  regard  to  hours. 

\\y  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

li.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Getiercd, 

War   Df.paktmknt,  JTas/iinirton  City,  May  7,1865. 

Hri>;acliir-(icMK-ral  Ilolt,  Judge- Advocate- General,  having  designated 
tlu*  lion.  John  A.  Bingham  as  a  s]x?cial  judge-advocate,  whose  aid  he 
ivqnitrs  in  Ihc  proscvulioii  of  Ilerold  and  others  before  the  military 
rt>mmission  of  which  Major-Cicncral  Hunter  is  presiding  ofl&cer: 

//  is  otitrftut.  That  the  s;utl  John  A.  Bingham  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
apjM>inlol  sjKvial  jiulgo-advcvatc  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  aid  the 
J  udi;c  .\ilviK\\lo-(  loucral,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  President  in  respect 
to  said  military  oom mission. 

B>  order  of  the  President:  KnWIX  M.  STANTON, 

Seartary  of  War. 

SncciAi.  t^iRnKRS.  No.  ji6. 

War  Dkpartment, 

.XnjVTANT-CiKNKRAl.  S  OfFICB, 

]\'asltiui:ton.  May  p.  t86s* 

^  -<  S  :^  *  * 

»  I  Brevet  Bvi>:adier-Gcneral  Cyrus  R.  ComstiX'k,  United  States  Voltm- 
tee:>.  auvl  B:evet  Cv^lonel  Horaoc  Porter,  aid-de-canip,  are  hereby  relieved 
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from  duty  as  members  of  the  military  commission  appointed  in  Special 
Orders,  No.  211,  paragraph  4,  dated  ''War  Department,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Ofl&ce,  Washington,  May  6,  1865,''  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
James  A.  Ekin,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  Brevet  Colonel  C.  H.  Tomp- 
kins, United  States  Army,  are  detailed  in  their  places,  respectively. 

The  commission  will  be  composed  as  follows: 

Major-General  David  Hunter,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Major-General  Lewis  Wallace,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brevet  Major-General  August  V.  Kautz,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Albion  P.  Howe,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Robert  S.  Foster,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  James  A.  Ekin,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  T.  M.  Harris,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Brevet  Colonel  C.  H.  Tompkins,  United  States  Array. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  David  R.  Clendenip,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Brigadier- General  Joseph  Holt,  judge-advocate  and  recorder. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Executive  Chamber, 
IVashirigton  City,  May  p,  186^, 

Executive  Order  to  Reestablish  the  Authority  of  the  United 
States  and  Execute  the  Laws  within  the  Geographicai. 
Limits  Known  as  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Ordered,  first.  That  all  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  political,  military, 
and  civil  organizations  which  have  been  in  a  state  of  insurrection  and 
rebellion  within  the  State  of  Virginia  against  the  authority  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  which  Jefferson  Dci-^is,  John  Letcher,  and  Wil- 
liam Smith  were  late  the  respective  chiefs,  are  declared  null  and  void. 
All  persons  who  shall  exercise,  claim,  pretend,  or  attempt  to  exercise 
any  political,  military,  or  civil  power,  authority,  jurisdiction,  or  right  by, 
through,  or  under  Jefferson  Davis,  late  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  his 
confederates,  or  under  John  Letcher  or  William  Smith  and  their  confed- 
erates, or  under  any  pretended  political,  military,  or  civil  commission  or 
authority  issued  by  them  or  either  of  them  since  the  17th  day  of  April, 
1861,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States, 
and  shall  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

Second.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  proceed  to  put  in  force  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  the  administration  whereof  belongs  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  applicable  to  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid. 

Third.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceed  without  delay  t 
M  P— vol,  VI— 22 
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nominate  for  appointment  assessors  of  taxes  and  collectors  of  customs 
and  internal  revenue  and  such  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment as  are  authorized  by  law,  and  shall  put  in  execution  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  geographical  limits  aforesaid.  In 
making  appointments  the  preference  shall  be  given  to  quahfied  loyal 
persons  residing  within  the  districts  where  their  respective  duties  are  to 
be  performed;  but  if  suitable  persons  shall  not  be  found  residents  of 
the  districts,  then  persons  residing  in  other  States  or  districts  shall  be 
appointed. 

Fourth.  That  the  Postmaster- General  shall  proceed  to  establish  post- 
offices  and  post  routes  and  put  into  execution  the  postal  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  the  said  State,  giving  to  loyal  residents  the  pref- 
erence of  appointment;  but  if  suitable  persons  are  not  found,  then  to 
appoint  agents,  etc.,  from  other  States. 

Fifth.  That  the  district  judge  of  said  district  proceed  to  hold  courts 
within  said  State  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. The  Attorney- General  will  instruct  the  proper  officers  to  libel 
and  bring  to  judgment,  confiscation,  and  sale  property  subject  to  confis- 
cation, and  enforce  the  administration  of  justice  within  said  State  in  all 
matters,  civil  and  criminal,  within  the  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
Federal  courts. 

Sixth.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  assign  such  assistant  provost-mar- 
shal-general and  such  provost- marshals  in  each  district  of  said  State  as 
he  may  deem  necessary. 

Seventh.  The  Secretar>'  of  the  Navy  ^;\nll  take  possession  of  all  public 
property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  within  said  geographical 
limits  and  put  in  operation  all  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  naval  affairs 
having  application  to  the  said  State. 

lughth.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  also  put  in  force  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Ninth.  That  to  carry  into  effect  the  guaranty  by  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution of  a  republican  form  of  State  government  and  afford  the  advantage 
and  security  of  domestic  laws,  as  well  as  to  complete  the  reestablishment 
of  the  authority  and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  full  and  complete 
restoration  of  |x:ace  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  Francis  H.  Peirpoint,  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  \'irginia,  will  be  aided  by  the  Federal  Government 
so  far  as  may  be  necessar>^  in  the  lawful  measures  which  he  may  take 
for  the  extension  and  administration  of  the  State  government  throughout 
the  .Ideographical  limits  of  said  State. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  \ 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

[si:al.]  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  27,  186^.    ^ 
Ordered,  That  in  all  cases  of  sentences  by  military  tribunals  of  impris- 
onment during  the  war  the  sentence  be  remitted  and  that  the  prisoners  be 
discharged.    The  Adjutant- General  will  issue  immediately  the  necessary 
instructions  to  can^  this  order  into  effect. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War. 

Executive  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  ji,  186^, 

To-morrow,  the  ist  of  June,  being  the  day  appointed  for  special  humilia- 
tion and  prayer  in  consequence  of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Executive  Ofl&ce  and  the  various 
Departments  will  be  closed  during  the  day. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

General  Orders,  No.  107. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant- General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  2,  186^. 
Ordered,  That  all  military  restrictions  upon  trade  in  any  of  the  States 
or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  except  in  articles  contraband  of  war — 
to  wit,  arms,  ammunition,  gray  cloth,  and  all  articles  from  which  ammu- 
nition is  manufactured;  locomotives,  cars,  railroad  iron,  and  machinery 
for  operating  railroads;  telegraph  wires,  insulators,  and  instnmients  for 
operating  telegraphic  lines — shall  cease  from  and  after  the  present  date. 
By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  June  2,  1865, 

Whereas,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  President  and  as  a  means  re- 
quired by  the  public  safety,  directions  were  issued  from  this  Department, 
under  date  of  the  17th  of  December,  1864,  requiring  passports  from  all 
travelers  entering  the  United  States,  except  immigrant  passengers  directly 
entering  an  American  port  from  a  foreign  country;  and 

Whereas  the  necessities  which  required  the  adoption  of  that  measure 
are  believed  no  longer  to  exist: 

Now,  therefore,  the  President  directs  that  from  and  after  this  date  the 
order  above  referred  to  shall  l)e,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Nothing  in  this  regulation,  however,  will  be  construed  to  relieve  fror 
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due  accountability  any  enemies  of  the  United  States  or  offenders  against 
their  peace  and  dignity  who  may  hereafter  seek  to  enter  the  country  or 
at  any  time  be  found  within  its  lawful  jurisdiction. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D,  C.June  2,  186^. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1865,  there  was 
established  in  the  War  Department  a  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and 
Abandoned  Lands,  and  to  which,  in  accordance  with  the  said  act  of  Con- 
gress, is  committed  the  supervision  and  management  of  all  abandoned 
lands  and  the  control  of  all  subjects  relating  to  refugees  and  freedmen 
from  rebel  States,  or  from  any  district  of  country  within  the  territory 
embraced  in  the  operations  of  the  Army,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  head  of  the  Bureau  and  approved  by 
the  President;  and 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  management  of  abandoned  lands  and  sub- 
jects relating  to  refugees  and  freedmen,  as  aforesaid,  have  been  and  still 
are,  by  orders  based  on  military  exigencies  or  legislation  based  on  pre- 
vious statutes,  partly  in  the  hands  of  military  officers  disconnected  with 
said  Bureau  and  partly  in  charge  of  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department: 
It  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  all  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  all  military 
officers,  and  all  others  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  turn  over  to 
the  authorized  officers  of  said  Bureau  all  abandoned  lands  and  property 
contemplated  in  said  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1865,  establish- 
ing the  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  that  may 
now  be  under  or  within  their  control.  They  will  also  turn  over  to  such 
officers  all  funds  collected  by  tax  or  otherwise  for  the  benefit  of  refugees 
or  freedmen  or  accruing  from  abandoned  lands  or  property  set  apart  for 
their  use,  and  will  transfer  to  them  all  official  records  connected  with  the 
administration  of  affairs  which  pertain  to  said  Bureau. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

General  Orders,  No.  109. 

War  DEPARTi^rENT, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  6,  r86^. 

Order  for  the  Discharge  of  Certain  Prisoners  of  War. 

The  prisoners  of  war  at  the  several  depots  in  the  North  will  be  dis- 
charged under  the  following  regulations  and  restrictions: 

I.  All  enlisted  men  of  the  rel>el  army  and  petty  officers  and  seamen  of 
the  rebel  navy  will  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
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II.  Officers  of  the  rebel  army  not  above  the  grade  of  captain  and  of  the 
rebel  navy  not  above  the  grade  of  lieutenant,  except  such  as  have  gradu- 
ated at  the  United  States  Military  or  Naval  academies  and  such  as  held  a 
commission  in  either  the  United  States  Army  or  Navy  at  the  beginning 
of  the  rebellion,  may  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

III.  When  the  discharges  hereby  ordered  are  completed,  regulations 
will  be  issued  in  respect  to  the  discharge  of  officers  having  higher  rank 
than  captain  in  the  army  or  lieutenant  in  the  navy. 

IV.  The  several  commanders  of  prison  stations  will  discharge  each  day 
as  many  of  the  prisoners  hereby  authorized  to  be  discharged  as  proper 
rolls  can  be  prepared  for,  beginning  with  those  who  have  been  longest  in 
prison  and  from  the  most  remote  points  of  the  country;  and  certified  rolls 
will  be  forwarded  daily  to  the  Commissar>'- General  of  Prisoners  of  those 
so  discharged.  The  oath  of  allegiance  only  will  be  administered,  but 
notice  will  be  given  that  all  who  desire  wil.  be  permitted  to  take  the  oath 
of  amnesty  after  their  release,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Department  of  State  respecting  the  amnesty. 

V.  The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  transportation  to  all 
released  prisoners  to  the  nearest  accessible  point  to  their  homes,  by  rail 
or  by  steamboat. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington ,  Jtme  6,  186^. 
Whereas  circumstances  of  recent  occurrence  have  made  it  no  longer 
necessary  to  continue  the  prohibition  of  the  departure  for  her  destination 
of  the  gunboat'  Fusyama,  built  at  New  York  for  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment, it  is  consequently  ordered  that  that  prohibition  be  removed.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  therefore  cause  a  clearance  to  be  issued  to 
the  Fusyama^  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  not  allow  any  obstacle 

^^^?*^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

[From  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  June  13,  1865.] 
ClRCUI^AR. 

Attorney-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  7,  i86§. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  all  persons  belonging  to  the  excepted 
classes  enumerated  in  the  President's  amnesty  proclamation  of  May  29, 
1865,  who  may  make  special  applications  to  the  President  for  pardon  are 
hereby  notified  that  before  their  respective  applications  will  be  considered 
it  must  be  shown  that  they  have  respectively  taken  and  subscribed 
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oath  Tor  affirmation)  in  said  proclamation  prescribed.  Every  such  person 
desiring  a  special  pardon  should  make  personal  application  in  writing 
therefor,  and  should  transmit  with  such  application  the  original  oath 
for  affirmation)  as  taken  and  subscribed  before  an  officer  authorized 
under  the  rules  and  regulations  promulgated  by  the  Secretar\'  of  State 
to  administer  the  amnesty  oath  prescribed  in  the  said  proclamation  of 
the  President.  JAMES  SPEED. 

Attorney-Generals 


ExEcuTi\^  Office, 
Washingto7i,  D.  CJune  p.  i86^. 

It  is  represented  to  me  in  a  communication  from  the  Secretar>-  of  the 
Interior  that  Indians  in  New  Mexico  have  been  seized  and  reduced  into 
slavery,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  authority  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Government  should  be  exercised  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  a 
practice  which  is  alike  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Indians  and  of  the 
provisions  of  the  organic  law  of  the  said  Territor>'. 

Concurring  in  this  recommendation,  I  do  hereby  order  that  the  heads 
of  the  several  Executive  Departments  do  enjoin  upon  the  subordinates, 
agents,  and  employees  under  their  respective  orders  or  super\'ision  in  that 
Territory  to  discountenance  the  practice  aforesaid  and  to  take  all  lawful 
means  to  suppress  the  same.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Generai,  Court-Martial  Orders,  No.  356. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  5,  186^, 
I.  Before  a  military  commission  which  convened  at  Washington,  D.  C, , 
May  9,  1865,  pursuant  to  paragraph  4  of  Special  Orders,  No.  211,  dated 
May  6,  1865,  and  paragraph  91  of  Special  Orders,  No.  216,  dated  May  9, 
1865,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  and  of 
which  Major-General  David  Hunter,  United  States  Volunteers,  is  presi- 
dent, were  arraigned  and  tried  David  E.  Herold,  G.  A.  Atzerodt,  Lew4s 
Payne,  Mary  IC.  Surratt,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  Edward  Spangler,  Samuel 
Arnold,  and  Samuel  A.  Mudd. 

Charge  I. 

lM)r  maliciously,  unlawfully,  and  traitorously,  and  in  aid  of  the  existing  armed 
R'bcUion  a;;(ainst  the  United  States  of  America,  on  or  before  the  6th  day  of  March, 
A.  1).  iS65,and  on  divers  other  days  between  that  day  and  the  15th  dayof  April,  A.  D. 
1S65,  combininjif,  confederating,  and  conspiring  together  with  one  John  H.  Surratt, 
John  Wilkes  l^ooth,  Jefferson  Davis,  George  N.  Sanders,  Beverley  Tucker,  Jacob 
Thompson,  William  C.  Cleary,  Clement  C.  Clay,  George  Harper,  George  Young,  and 


Andrew  Johnson 


343 


others  unknown  to  kill  and  munitirj  witliin  the  Military  Department  of  Washing- 
lon^  and  witliin  the  fortified  and  intrenched  lines  thereof,  Abraham  Lincoln,  late^ 
and  at  the  time  of  said  combinmg,  confederating,  and  conspiring.  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  tliereof; 
Andrew  Johnson,  now  Vice-Fresitlent  of  the  United  States  afore^iaid;  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  T 'nited  States  aforesaid;  and  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  Lien- 
tenant-General  of  the  Army  of  the  l.'nitetl  States  aforesaid,  then  in  command  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,  under  tlie  direction  of  the  said  Abraliam  Lincoln;  and 
in  pursuance  of  and  in  prosecuting  said  malicious,  unlawful,  and  traitorous  conspiracy 
aforesaid,  and  in  aid  of  said  re  be]  licm,  afterwards,  to  ^^t,  on  the  14th  day  of  April, 
A.  D*  1865,  witliin  Ihe  Military  Department  of  Washington  aforesaid,  and  within  tlie 
fortified  and  intrenched  tines  of  said  military  department,  together  with  said  John 
Wilkes  Booth  and  John  H.  Surratt,  maliciously,  unlawfully,  and  traitorously  nmrder- 
ing  the  said  Aliraham  Lincoln,  then  President  of  the  United  States  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid;  and  maliciously, 
unliuvfully,and  traitorously  assaulting,  with  intent  to  kill  and  murder,  the  said  Wil- 
liam IL  Seward,  then  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid;  and  lying 
in  wait,  witli  intent  maliciously,  unlawfully,  and  traitorously  to  kill  and  murder  the 
said  Andrew  Johnson,  then  being  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said 
IHysses  S.  Grant,  then  being  Lientenant-General  and  in  command  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  as  aforesaid. 

SPECIFICATION  FIRST, 

In  this,  that  they,  the  said  David  E.  Herold,  Edward  Spangler,  Lewis  Payne,  Michael 
O'Laughlin,  Samuel  Arnold,  Mary  E,  Surratt,  Getirge  A.  Atzerodt,  and  Samuel  A« 
Mndd,  together  with  the  said  John  IL  Surratt  and  John  W'ilkes  Hooth,  incited  and 
encouraged  thereunto  by  Jefferson  Davis,  George  N,  Sanders,  Beverley  Tucker,  Jacob 
Thompson,  W*illiam  C-  Clear>',  Clement  C,  Clay,  George  Harper,  George  Young,  and 
others  unknown,  citizens  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  and  who  were  then  engaged 
in  anned  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America,  within  the  limits  thereof, 
did,  in  aid  of  said  aniicd  reliellion,  on  or  before  tlie  6th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1865,  and 
on  divers  other  days  and  limes  1>etween  that  day  and  the  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1865,  combine,  confederate,  and  conspire  together  at  Washington  City,  within  the 
Military  Department  of  Washington,  and  within  the  intrenched  fortifications  and 
militarj*  lines  of  the  siiid  United  States  there  Ijeing,  imlawfully,  maliciously,  and  trai- 
torously to  kill  and  murder  Abraham  Lincoln,  then  President  of  the  United  States 
aforesaid  and  Commander  in  Cliief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  thereof;  and  unlawfully, 
maliciously,  and  traitorously  to  kill  and  niurder  Andrew  Johnson,  now  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  tlie  said  United  States,  upon  whom,  on  tlie  death  of  said  Abraham  Lincoln, 
after  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1865,  the  office  of  President  of  the  said  United  States 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  tlie  Army  and  Navy  thereof  would  devolve;  and  to 
unlawfully,  maliciously,  and  traitorously  kill  and  murder  Ulysses  S,  Grant,  then 
Lieutenant-General,  and,  under  tlie  direction  of  tlie  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  com- 
mand of  the  armies  of  the  ITnited  States  aforesaid;  and  unlawfully,  maliciously,  and 
traitorously  to  kill  and  murder  W^iUiam  H.  Seward,  then  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the 
United  States  aforesaid,  whose  duty  it  was  by  law,  upon  the  death  of  said  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  Ignited  States  aforesaid,  to  cause  an  election  to  be  held  for 
electors  of  President  of  the  United  States — the  conspirators  aforesaid  designing  and 
intending  by  the  killing  and  murder  of  tlie  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  Andrew  Johnson, 
Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  WilHara  H.  Seward,  as  aforesaid,  to  deprive  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  said  United  States  of  a  constitutional  Commander  in  Chief,  and  to  deprive  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  of  their  lawful  commander,  and  to  prevent  a  lawful  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  and  by  the  means 
oforeiaid  to  aid  and  comfort  the  insurgents  engaged  in  armed  rebellioti  against  the 
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said  United  States  as  aforesaid,  and  thereby  to  aid  in  the  subversion  and  overtfaiow 
of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  said  United  States. 

And  txring  so  combined,  confederated,  and  conspiring  together  in  the  prosecution 
of  Rairl  unlawful  and  traitorous  conspiracy,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  day  of  April,  A.D. 
1865,  at  the  hour  of  about  10  o'clock  and  15  minutes  p.  m. ,  at  Ford's  Theater,  on  Tenth 
street,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  within  the  military  department  and  military 
lines  aforesaid,  John  Wilkes  Booth,  one  of  the  conspirators  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of 
said  unlawful  and  traitorous  conspiracy,  did  then  and  there  unlawfully,  maliciously, 
and  traitorously,  and  with  intent  to  kill  and  murder  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  dis- 
charge a  pistol  then  held  in  the  hands  of  him,  the  said  Booth,  the  same  being  then 
loaded  with  powder  and  a  leaden  ball,  against  and  upon  the  left  and  posterior  side  of 
the  head  of  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  did  thereby  then  and  there  inflict  upon 
him,  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  then  President  of  the  said  United  States  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  thereof,  a  mortal  wound,  whereof  afterwards, 
to  wit,  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1865,  at  Washington  City  aforesaid,  the  said 
Abraham  Lincoln  died;  and  thereby  then  and  there,  and  in  pursuance  of  said  con- 
spiracy, the  said  defendants  and  the  said  John  Wilkes  Booth  and  John  H.  Surratt  did 
unlawfully,  traitorously,  and  maliciously,  and  with  the  intent  to  aid  the  rebellion  as 
aforesaid,  kill  and  murder  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States 
as  aforesaid. 

And  in  further  prosecution  of  tlie  unlawful  and  traitorous  conspiracy  aforesaid  and 
of  the  murderous  and  traitorous  intent  of  said  conspiracy,  the  said  Edward  Spangler, 
on  said  14th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1865,  at  about  the  same  hour  of  that  day  as  afore-* 
said,  within  said  military  department  and  the  military  lines  aforesaid,  did  aid  and 
assist  the  said  John  Wilkes  lkK)tli  to  obtain  entrance  to  the  box  in  said  theater  in 
which  siiid  Abraham  Lincoln  was  sitting  at  the  time  he  was  assaulted  and  shot,  as 
aforesaid,  by  John  Wilkes  Booth;  and  also  did  then  and  there  aid  said  Booth  in  bar- 
ring and  obstructing  the  door  of  the  box  of  said  theater,  so  as  to  hinder  and  prevent 
any  assistance  to  or  rescue  of  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln  against  the  murderous  assault 
of  the  sjiid  John  Wilkes  Booth,  and  did  aid  and  abet  him  in  making  his  escape  after 
the  «ii(l  Abraham  Lincoln  had  been  murdered  in  manner  aforesaid. 

And  in  further  prosecution  of  said  unlawful,  murderous,  and  traitorous  conspiracy, 
and  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  with  the  intent  as  aforesaid,  the  said  David  E.  Herold 
did,  on  thf  night  of  the  14th  of  April,  A.  I).  1865,  within  the  military  department  and 
military  lines  aforesaid,  aid.  alx?t,  and  assist  the  said  John  Wilkes  Booth  in  the  kill- 
ing and  niunler  of  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  did  then  and  there  aid  and  abet 
and  assist  him,  the  said  John  Wilkes  Booth,  in  attempting  to  escape  through  the 
military  linos  aforesaid,  and  did  accompany  and  assist  the  said  John  Wilkes  Booth  in 
attempting  to  conceal  himself  and  escape  from  justice  after  killing  and  murdering 
siiid  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  aforesaid. 

And  in  further  prosecution  of  said  unlawful  and  traitorous  conspiracy  and  of  the 
intent  thereof  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Lewis  Payne  did,  on  tlie  same  night  of  the  14th 
day  of  April,  A.  D,  1865,  alxmt  the  same  hour  of  10  o'clock  and  15  minutes  p.  m.,  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  within  the  military  department  and  the  military  lines 
aforesiiid.  unlawfully  and  maliciously  make  an  assault  upon  the  said  William  H. 
Seward,  Secn^tary  of  State,  as  aforesiiid.  in  the  dwelling  house  and  bedchamber  of 
hitn.  the  s;ud  William  H.  Seward,  and  the  said  Payne  did  tlien  and  there,  with  a  large 
knife  heUl  in  his  hand,  milawfuUy.  traitorously,  and  in  pursuance  of  said  conspiracy, 
strike.  >l.ib.  out.  and  attempt  to  kill  and  murder  the  siiid  William  H.  Seward,  and  did 
Iher^'by  then  antl  there,  antl  with  the  intent  aforesaid,  with  said  knife,  inflict  upon 
the  f:ieo  and  thn\it  of  the  s;iiil  William  H.  Seward  divers  grievous  wounds;  and  the 
siud  Lewis  Payne,  in  further  prosecution  of  said  conspiracy,  at  the  .same  time  and 
plact*  l,\st  aforesiiid.  did  attempt,  with  the  knife  aforesaid  and  a  pistol  held  in  his 
hand,  to  kill  and  nmrvler  Vre^lerick  W.  Sewanl,  Augustus  H.  Seward,  Hmrick  W. 
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Hansellt  and  George  F,  Robmson,  who  werx?  then  striving  to  protect  and  rescue  the 
said  William  11.  Seward  from  niurdcr  by  the  said  Lew^s  Payne,  and  did  then  and 
Ihere,  with  said  knife  and  pistol  held  in  his  hands,  inflict  upon  the  head  of  said 
Frederick  W.  Seward  and  upon  the  persons  of  said  Augnstns  H.  Seward,  Emrick  \W 
Hansell,  and  George  F.  Robinson  clivers  grievous  and  dangerous  wounds,  with  in- 
tent then  and  there  to  kill  and  nnirder  tlie  said  I^rederick  W.  Seward » Augustus  H. 
Seward,  Emrick  W.  HanscU,  and  George  F.  Robiuson. 

And  in  further  prosecution  uf  tiaid  conspiracy  and  its  traitorous  and  niurderous 
designs^the  said  George  A.  Atzerodt  did » on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  April,  A.  D.  1S65, 
and  about  the  same  hoiu"  of  the  night  aforesaid,  within  the  militar}'  department  and 
the  military  lines  aforesaid,  lie  iu  wait  for  Andrew  Johnson,  then  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States  aforesaid,  with  the  intent  unlawfully  and  maliciously  to  kill  and 
murder  him,  the  said  Andrew  Johnst)n. 

And  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  conspiracy  aforesaid  and  of  its  murderous 
and  treasonable  purjjostfs  aforesaid,  on  the  nights  of  the  13th  and  14th  of  April,  A.  D, 
1865,  at  Washington  City,  and  within  the  military  department  and  military  Hues 
aforesaid,  tlie  said  Michael  OXaughlin  did  then  and  there  lie  in  wait  for  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  then  Lieutenant-General  and  commander  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
as  aforesaid,  with  intent  then  and  there  to  kill  and  murder  the  said  Ulysses  S*  Grant, 

And  in  further  prosecution  of  said  conspiracy,  the  said  Samuel  Arnold  *lid,  within 
the  military  department  and  military  lines  aforesaid,  on  or  before  tlie  6th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1865,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times  t>etween  that  day  and  the 
15th  day  of  April,  A,  D.  1S65,  combine,  conspire  with,  and  aid,  counsel,  abet,  comfort, 
and  support  the  said  John  Wilkes  Booth,  Lewis  Payne,  George  A.  ALzerodt,  Michael 
0*LaughIin,  and  their  confeiierates  in  said  unlawful,  murderous,  and  traitorotis  con- 
spiracy and  in  the  execution  thereof,  as  aforesaid. 

And  in  further  prosecution  of  the  said  conspiracy,  Mary  E.  Surratt  did,  at  Washing- 
ton City,  and  within  the  military  department  and  military'  lines  aforesaid,  on  or  before 
the  6th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1S65,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times  between  that  day 
and  the  20th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1865,  receive,  entertain,  harlmr  and  conceal,  aid  and 
assist,  the  said  John  Wilkes  Bootli,  David  E.  Ilerold,  Lewis  Payne,  John  ?L  Surratt, 
Michael  OXaughlin,  George  A.  At7,ero<lt,  Sanntol  Arnold,  and  their  confederates,  wnth 
knowledge  of  the  murderous  and  traitorous  conspiracy  aforesaid^  and  with  intent  to 
aid,  abet,  and  assist  them  in  tlie  execution  thereof  and  in  escaping  from  justice  after 
the  murder  of  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  aforesaid. 

And  in  further  prosecution  of  said  conspiracy,  the  said  Samuel  A.  Mudd  did,  at 
Washington  City»  and  within  the  military'  department  and  military  lines  aforesaid, 
on  or  before  Uie  6th  day  of  March,  A,  D.  1S65,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times 
between  that  day  and  the  20th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1S65,  advise,  encourage,  receivel 
entertain,  harbor  and  conceal,  aid  and  assist,  the  said  John  Wilkes  Booth,  Darid  E. 
Herold,  Lewis  Payne,  John  IL  Sinratt,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  George  A,  Atzerodt, 
Mary  E»  Surratt,  and  Samuel  Arnold,  and  their  confederates,  with  knowledge  of  the 
mupderous  and  traitorous  conspiracy  aforesaid,  and  with  intent  to  aid,  abet,  and  assist 
them  in  the  execution  thereof  and  in  escaping  from  justice  after  the  murder  of  the 
said  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  pursuance  of  said  conspiracy,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

To  which  charge  and  specification  the  accused^  David  E.  Herold,  G.  A.  Atzerodt. 
Lewis  Payne,  Mary  E.  Surratt,  Michael  OXaughlin,  Edward  Spangler,  Samuel 
Arnold,  and  Samuel  A*  Mudd,  pleaded  "*not  guilty/* 

Findings  and  Sentences. 

I.  In  the  case  of  David  E,  Herold,  the  commission,  having  maturely  considered 
the  evidence  adduced,  finds  the  accuse*!  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  *' Guilty,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring 
with  Edward  Spangler;  as  to  which  part  thereof,  not  guilty." 
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Of  the  charge,  "Guilty, except  tlie  words  of  the  charge  that  he  combined,  confed- 
erated»  and  conspired  with  Edward  Spangltr;  as  ta  which  jiart  of  said  charge,  not 
guilty/' 

And  the  commission  does  tlierefore  sentence  him,  the  said  David  E-  Herold,  '*To 
be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  he  be  dead,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  direct;  two-tlurds  of  the  members  of  the  commission  concm*- 
ring  therein.*' 

2.  In  t5ie  case  of  George  A.  Atzerodt,  the  commission,  having  tnattirely  considered 
the  evidence  adduced,  finds  the  accnse<l  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  '*Gnilty»  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring 
with  Edward  Spangler;  of  tliis,  not  guilty.** 

Of  tlie  diarge,  ** Guilty,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring  with 
Edward  Sj^angler;  of  this,  not  guilty.*' 

And  the  commission  does  tlierefore  sentence  him,  the  said  George  A.  Atzerodt,  "To 
be  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  be  dead,  at  such  time  and  place  as  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct;  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  eouimission  conciuring 
therein." 

5.  \y\  the  case  of  Lewis  Payne,  the  coniinission,  having  maturely  considered  the 
evidence  adduced,  finds  tlie  accused  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  "GuiUy,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring 
witli  Edward  Spangler;  of  this,  not  guilty*" 

Of  the  charge,  "Guilty,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring  with 
Edward  Spangler;  of  this,  not  guilty.*" 

And  the  commission  does  tlierefore  sentence  him,  the  said  Lewis  Payne,  "To  be 
hung  by  the  neck  until  he  be  dead, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct;  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  commission  concurring 
tliercin," 

4.  In  the  case  of  Mary  E.  Surratt,  the  commission^  having  maturely  considered  the 
evidence  adducetL  finds  the  accused  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  "  Guilty,  except  as  to  receiving,  entertaining,  harborings  and 
concealing  Samuel  Arnold  and  Micliael  O'Laughlin,  and  except  as  to  combining, 
confederating^and  conspiring  with  Edward  Spangler;  of  tliis,  not  guilty." 

Of  the  charge,  "Guilty,  except  as  to  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring 
with  Edward  Spangler;  of  this,  not  guilty," 

And  the  commission  does  therefore  sentence  her.  the  said  Mary  E.  Surratt,  "  To  be 
hung  by  the  neck  until  she  be  dead,  at  such  time  and  place  as  tlie  President  of  tlie 
United  States  shall  direct;  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  commission  concurring 
therein." 

5.  In  the  case  of  Michael  O'Laughlin,  the  commission,  having  maturely  considered 
the  evidence  adduced,  finds  the  accused  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  '* Guilty,  except  the  words  thereof  as  follows:  'And  in  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  conspiracy  aforesaid  and  of  its  murderous  and  treasonable 
purposes  aforesaid,  on  the  nights  of  the  13th  and  I4tli  of  April,  A.  D.  1865,  at  Wash- 
ington City,  and  witliin  the  military  department  and  military  lines  afore^d,  the 
said  Michael  O'Laughlin  did  then  and  there  lie  in  w^ait  for  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  then 
Lieutenant-General  and  commander  of  the  armies  of  tlie  United  States,  with  intent 
then  and  tliere  to  kill  and  murder  the  said  Ulysses  S.Grant;'  of  said  words,  not 
guilty;  and  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring  with  Edward  Spangler; 
of  this,  not  guilty." 

Of  the  charge,  "  Guilty,  except  combijiing,  confederating,  and  conspiring  with 
Edward  Spangler;  of  tliis,  not  guilty.** 

And  the  conimission  does  therefore  sentence  him,  the  said  Michael  O'Tyaughlin, 
"To  be  imprisoned  at  hard  lalx>r  for  life  at  such  penitentiary  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  designate/' 
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6.  In  the  case  of  Edward  Spangler,  the  commission,  having  maturely  considered 
the  evidence  adduced,  finds  the  accused  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  **  Not  guilty,  except  as  to  the  words,  *The  said  Edward  Span- 
gler, on  said  14th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1865,  at  about  the  same  hoiu*  of  that  day  as  afore- 
said, within  said  military  department  and  the  military  lines  aforesaid,  did  aid  and 
abet  him  ( meaning  John  Wilkes  Booth )  in  making  his  escape  after  the  said  Abraham 
Lincoln  had  been  murdered  in  manner  aforesaid;'  and  of  these  words,  guilty." 

Of  the  charge,  *'  Not  guilty,  but  guilty  of  having  feloniously  and  traitorously  aided 
and  abetted  John  Wilkes  Booth  in  making  his  escape  after  having  killed  and  mur- 
dered Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  he  the  said  Edward  Span- 
gler, at  the  time  of  aiding  and  abetting  as  aforesaid,  well  knowing  that  the  said 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  as  aforesaid,  had  been  murdered  by  the  said  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  as  aforesaid.'* 

And  the  commission  does  therefore  sentence  him,  the  said  Edward  Spangler,  "To 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  tlie  period  of  six  years  at  such  penitentiary  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  designate." 

7.  In  the  case  of  Samuel  Arnold,  the  commission,  having  maturely  considered  the 
evidence  adduced,  finds  the  accused  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  *' Guilty,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring 
with  Edward  Spangler;  of  this,  not  guilty . " 

Of  the  charge,  "Guihy,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring  with 
Edward  Spangler;  of  this,  not  guilty." 

And  the  commission  does  therefore  sentence  him,  the  said  Samuel  Arnold,  "To  be 
imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  life  at  such  penitentiary  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  designate.'* 

8.  In  the  case  of  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  the  commission,  having  maturely  considered 
tlie  evidence  adduced,  finds  the  accused  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  "Guilty,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring  with 
Edward  Spangler;  of  this,  not  guilty;  and  except  receiving,  entertaining,  harbor- 
ing, and  concealing  Lewis  Payne,  John  H.  Surratt,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  George  A. 
Atzerodt,  Mary  E.  Surratt,  and  Samuel  Arnold;  of  this,  not  guilty." 

Of  the  charge,  "Guilty,  except  combining,  confederating,  and  conspiring  with 
Edward  Spangler;  of  this,  not  guilty." 

And  the  commission  does  therefore  sentence  him,  the  said  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  "To 
be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  life  at  such  penitentiary  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  designate." 

II.  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentences  in  the  foregoing  cases  hav- 
ing been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  following 
are  his  orders: 

ExKCUTivK  Mansion,  July  5,  186^. 
The  foregoing  sentences  in  the  cases  of  David  E.  Herold,  George  A. 
Atzerodt,  I<ewis  Payne,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  Edward  Spangler,  Samuel 
Arnold,  Mary  E.  Surratt,  and  Samuel  A.  Mudd  are  hereby  approved,  and 
it  is  ordered  that  the  sentences  in  the  cases  of  David  E.  Herold,  G.  A. 
Atzerodt,  Lewis  Payne,  and  Mary  E.  Surratt  be  carried  into  execution 
by  the  proper  military  authority,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  1865,  between  the  hours  of  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
and  2  o'clock  p.  m.  of  that  day.  It  is  further  ordered  that  the  prison- 
ers Samuel  Arnold,  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  Edward  Spangler,  and  Mich 
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O'  Lauglilin  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiar>'  at  Albany,  N.  Y. , 
during  the  period  designated  in  their  respective  sentences. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON,  President. 

III.  Major-General  W.  S.  Hancock,  United  States  Volunteers,  com- 
manding Middle  Military  Division,  is  commanded  to  cause  the  foregoing 
sentences  in  the  cases  of  David  E.  Herold,  G.  A.  Atzerodt,  Lewis  Payne, 
and  Mary  E.  Surratt  to  be  duly  executed  in  accordance  with  the  Presi- 
dent's order. 

Executive  Mansion,  July  /y,  1865. 

IV.  The  Executive  order  dated  July  5,  1865,  approving  the  sentences 
in  the  cases  of  Samuel  Arnold,  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  Edward  Spangler,  and 
Michael  O'Laughlin,  is  hereby  modified  so  as  to  direct  that  the  said 
Arnold,  Mudd,  Spangler,  and  O'Laughlin  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
the  military  prison  at  Dry  Tortugas,  Florida,  during  the  period  desig- 
nated in  their  respective  sentences. 

The  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army  is  directed  to  issue  orders  for  the 
said  prisoners  to  be  transported  to  the  Dry  Tortugas,  and  to  be  confined 
there  accordingly.  ANDREW  JOHNSON,  President. 

V.  Major-General  W.  S.  Hancock,  United  States  Volunteers,  com- 
manding Middle  Military  Division,  is  commanded  to  send  the  prison- 
ers Samuel  Arnold,  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  Edward  Spangler,  and  Michael 
O'Laughlin,  under  charge  of  a  commissioned  oflScer,  with  a  sufficient 
guard,  to  the  Dry  Tortugas,  Florida,  where  they  will  be  delivered  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  post,  who  is  hereby  ordered  to  confine  the 
said  Arnold,  Mudd,  Spangler,  and  O'Laughlin  at  hard  labor  during  the 
jKTiods  designated  in  their  respective  sentences. 

VI.  The  military  commission  of  which  Major-General  David  Hunter 
is  i)resident  is  hereby  dissolved. 

Hy  command  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  August  7,  1865. 
An  impression  seems  to  prevail  that  the  interests  of  persons  liaving 
business  with  the  executive  government  require  that  they  should  have 
])ers()iial  inter\-icws  with  the  President  or  heads  of  Departments.  As 
this  impression  is  believed  to  Ixi  entirely  imfounded,  it  is  expected  that 
ap])licati()ns  relating  to  such  business  will  hereafter  be  made  in  writing 
to  the  head  of  that  Department  to  which  the  business  may  have  been 
assigned  by  law.  Those  applications  will  in  their  order  be  considered 
and  (lisi>ose(l  of  by  heads  of  Departments,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
President.     This  order  is  made  necessary  by  the  unusual  numbers  of 
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persons  visiting  the  seat  of  Government.  It  is  impracticable  to  grant 
personal  interviews  to  all  of  them,  and  desirable  that  there  should  be  no 
invidious  distinction  in  this  respect.  Similar  business  of  persons  who 
can  not  conveniently  leave  their  homes  must  be  neglected  if  the  time 
of  the  executive  oflScers  here  is  engrossed  by  personal  interviews  with 

^^^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

[Prom  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  August  a6,  1865.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  ^5,  1865. 
Paroled  prisoners  asking  passports  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
against  whom  no  special  charges  may  be  pending,  will  be  furnished  with 
passports  upon  application  therefor  to  the  Department  of  State  in  the 
usual  form.  Such  passports  will,  however,  be  issued  upon  the  condition 
that  the  applicants  do  not  return  to  the  United  States  without  leave  of 
the  President.  Other  persons  implicated  in  the  rebellion  who  may  wish 
to  go  abroad  will  apply  to  the  Department  of  State  for  passports,  and  the 
applications  will  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  merits  of  the  several 
cases. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Executive  Office,  September  7,  186^. 
It  is  hereby  ordered.  That  so  much  of  the  Executive  order  bearing  date 
the  7th  [2d]  day  of  June,  1865,  as  made  it  the  duty  of  all  oflScers  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  military  officers,  and  all  others  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  to  turn  over  to  the  authorized  officers  of  the  Bureau 
of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands  all  funds  collected  by  tax 
or  otherwise  for  the  benefit  of  refugees  or  freedmen,  or  accruing  from 
abandoned  lands  or  property  set  apart  for  their  use,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  suspended.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

President, 

Generai.  Orders,  No.  138. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  16,  186^, 

To  provide  for  the  transportation  required  by  the  Bureau  of  Refugees, 
Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands — 

//  is  ordered,  That  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Commissioner  or  the 
assistant  commissioners  of  the  Pureau  transportation  be  furnished  such 
destitute  refugees  and  freedmen  as  are  dependent  upon  the  Governm< 
for  support  to  points  where  they  can  procure  employment  and  subsistc 
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hn^l  'A^ry^r*,  thfm:v:Iv*is  an^  thas  relieve  the  GfA-emment,  provided  sncli 

tr^rj-.'^ifirVttym  \^i  ^r/r*f.nt^  V/  ai«i«>taiit  ootnmissioxiers  wiiliin  the  limits 
of  th'Hr  JT:r:vIxr.t:^>n- 

rv;^r>n'i,  Fp;*:  rrarkST^^^rtation  r/n  TVA-emment  transports  and  United 
St^t^r^i  military  railr^iO^U  wi!;  ?*  furnished  to  such  teachers  only  of  refu- 
j;<f.-r:>,  ati'i  :r*:':flr,ien,  an/I  j/crs^iiLs  Ialx>ring  voluntarily  in  behalf  of  refugees 
?4r>^:  fr^.fr^Itr.f.'n.  as  may  ?jc  ^luly  accredited  by  the  Commissioner  or  a^ist- 
ant  rotri n*i-. M^ytiers  of  the  liurcau. 

All  ston-s  and  **cluxillxxik*»  necessar>-  to  the  subsistence,  comfort,  and 
instrrsMioii  of  dejictulent  refugees  anrl  freedraen  may  be  transported  at 
Ctfr^'K^umdil  ex[MmM:»  when  such  stores  and  Ixioks  shall  be  ttuned  o\"er 
to  tho  officrr-)  of  tlie  (^artermaster's  Department,  with  the  appro\-al 
of  tin:  assistant  commissioners,  Commissioner,  or  department  commander, 
tJu:  s'ltiic  to  Ixr  trail sfx^rted  as  public  stores,  consigned  to  the  quartermas- 
ter of  tJif;  jK/st  to  wJiich  they  are  destined,  who,  after  inspection,  will  turn 
th'tri  over  to  the  assistant  commissioners  or  Bureau  agent  for  whom  they 
an.'  intcn^ie'I  for  distribution. 

All  ;irniy  ofTicers  traveling  on  public  duty,  under  the  orders  of  the 
roniniissioners,  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  jurisdictions,  will  be 
entitled  to  tnikage  or  aclual  c^^^st  r>f  transportation,  according  to  the 
revised  Army  Regulations,  when  transjxjrtation  has  not  been  ftunished 
them  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Jiy  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

K.  I).  TOWXSEXD,  Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 


Si'iCCiAi.  ()ki>i:ks.  No.  503. 

War  Department, 

ADjrTANT-CxKNKRAl/S   OFFICE, 

\Vashinfrio7i ^  September  /p,  1865, 

\  *  *  :»-.  M:  *  * 

II  h.'is  bcc-ii  rcprc-senled  to  the  Department  that  commanders  of  mili- 
t;ir>  ])ostN  ;ni(l  districts  in  Oeorgia,  and  j>articularly  Brevet  Brigadier-Gen- 
K'\\\\  C  11.  Cirosvenor,  ])rovost-marshal-general,  and  Brevet  Major-General 
Kin;.',,  conimanclin)^  in  the  district  of  Augusta,  have  assumed  to  decide 
ipicstions  of  conlnicts  and  conflicting  claims  of  property  Ixitween  indi- 
vitliial-^.,  and  to  order  the  delivery,  surrender,  or  transfer  of  property  and 
(1<M  imuiils  of  title  as  ])et\veen  private  i)ers<ms,  in  which  the  Government 
is  iiol  coiiccnied. 

All  such  acts  and  ])r()ceedings  on  the  part  of  military  authorities  in 
said  State  are  (Krlared  by  the  President  to  l)e  without  authority  and  null 
aiwl  \<)i(l. 

All  military  commanders  and  authorities  within  said  State  are  strictly 
onldvd  to  abstain  from  any  such  acts,  and  not  in  any  way  to  interfere 
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with  or  assume  to  adjudicate  any  right,  title,  or  claim  of  property  between 
private  individuals,  and  to  suspend  all  action  upon  any  orders  heretofore 
made  in  respect  to  the  ownership  or  deUvery  of  property  and  the  validity 
of  contracts  between  private  persons. 

They  are  also  forbidden  from  being  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in 
any  sales  or  contracts  for  cotton  or  other  products  of  said  State,  and  from 
using  or  suffering  to  be  used  any  Government  transportation  for  the 
transporting  of  cotton  or  other  products  of  said  State  for  or  in  behalf  of 
private  persons  on  any  pretense  whatever. 

Military  officers  have  no  authority  to  interfere  in  any  w^y  in  questions 
of  sale  or  contracts  of  any  kind  between  individuals  or  to  decide  any 
question  of  property  between  them  without  special  instructions  from  this 
Department  authorizing  their  action,  and  the  usurpation  of  such  power 
will  be  treated  as  a  grave  military  offense. 

Major-General  Steedman,  commanding  the  Department  of  Georgia,  is 
specially  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  this  order,  and  directed  to 
make  report  as  to  any  acts,  proceedings,  or  orders  of  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral King  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General  Grosvenor,  provost-marshal- 
general,  in  regard  to  contracts  or  conflicting  claims  of  individuals  in 
relation  to  cotton  or  other  products,  and  to  suspend  all  action  upon  any 
such  orders  until  further  instructions. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Generai.  Orders,  No.  145. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  p,  186^. 

Whereas  certain  tracts  of  land,  situated  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Florida,  at  the  time  for  the  most  part  vacant,  were  set  apart 
by  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman's  special  field  order  No.  15  for  the 
benefit  of  refugees  and  freedmen  that  had  been  congregated  by  the  Gener- 
ations of  war  or  had  been  left  to  take  care  of  themselves  by  their  former 
owners;  and 

Whereas  an  expectation  was  thereby  created  that  they  would  be  able 
to  retain  possession  of  said  lands;  and 

Whereas  a  large  number  of  the  former  owners  are  earnestly  soliciting 
the  restoration  of  the  same  and  promising  to  absorb  the  labor  and  care 
for  the  freedmen: 

//  is  ordered,  That  Major-General  Howard,  Commissioner  of  the  Bureau 
of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  proceed  to  the  several 
above-named  States  and  endeavor  to  effect  an  arrangement  nuitually 
satisfactory  to  the  freedmen  and  the  landowners,  and  make  report.    And 
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in  case  a  mutually  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  effected,  he  is  duly 
empowered  and  directed  to  issue  such  orders  as  may  become  neoessaryy 
after  a  full  and  careful  investigation  of  the  interests  of  the  parties  con- 
cenied. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

ExECUTi\'^  Office,  Octolfer  ii^  i86j. 

Whereas  the  following-named  persons,  to  wit ,  John  A.  Campbell,  of 
Alabama;  John  H.  Reagan,  of  Texas;  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia; 
George  A.  Trenholm,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Charles  Clark,  of  Missis- 
sippi, lately  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  Government, 
who  are  now  in  close  custody,  have  made  their  submission  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  and  applied  to  the  President  for  pardon  under  his 
proclamation;  and 

Whereas  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  is  sufSdently  re- 
stored in  the  aforesaid  States  to  admit  of  the  enlargement  of  said  persons 
from  close  custody: 

//  is  ordered,  That  they  be  released  on  giving  their  respective  paroles  to 
appear  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  President  may  designate  to  answer 
any  charge  that  he  may  direct  to  be  preferred  against  them,  and  also  that 
they  will  respectively  abide  until  further  orders  in  the  places  herein  des- 
ignated, and  not  depart  therefrom,  to  wit: 

John  A.  Campbell,  in  the  State  of  Alabama;  John  H.  Reagan,  in  the 
State  of  Texas;  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  in  the  State  of  Georgia;  George 
A.  Trenholm.  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and  Charles  Clark, in  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  And  if  the  President  should  grant  his  pardon  to 
any  of  said  persons,  such  person's  parole  will  be  thereb}'  discharged. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

President. 

ExECurrvK  Officb, 
Wiishifigton  Cit}\  Novemlper  ii^  1865* 
Ordered,  That  the  cixnl  and  military  agents  of  the  Go\-emment  trans- 
fer 10  the  assistant  commissioner  of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen, 
and  Abandoned  Lands  for  Alabama  the  use  and  custody  of  all  real  estate, 
buildings,  or  other  properly,  except  cotton,  seized  or  held  b}"  them  in 
that  State  as  l>elonging  to  the  late  rebel  government,  together  with  all 
such  funds  as  may  arise  or  have  arisen  from  the  rent,  sale,  or  disposition 
of  such  property  which  have  not  been  finally  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

President, 
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Generai.  Orders,  No.  164. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-Generai.*s  Office, 

Washhigton,  November  24,  1865, 
Ordered,  That— 

I.  All  persons  claiming  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  Lewis  Payne,  G.  A.  Atzerodt,  and  David  E.  Herold,  and  Jefferson 
Davis,  or  either  of  them,  are  notified  to  file  their  claims  and  their  proofs 
with  the  Adjutant-General  for  final  adjudication  by  the  special  commis- 
sion appointed  to  award  and  determine  upon  the  validity  of  such  claims 
before  the  ist  day  of  January  next,  after  which  time  no  claims  will  be 
received. 

II.  The  rewards  offered  for  the  arrest  of  Jacob  Thompson,  Beverley 
Tucker,  George  N.  Sanders,  William  G.  Cleary,  and  John  H.  Surratt  are 
revoked. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Asdstant  Adjutant-General, 


FIRST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  December  ^,  1865, 
Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

To  express  gratitude  to  God  in  the  name  of  the  people  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  United  States  is  my  first  duty  in  addressing  you.  Our 
thoughts  next  revert  to  the  death  of  the  late  President  by  an  act  of  par- 
ricidal treason.  The  grief  of  the  nation  is  still  fresh.  It  finds  some 
solace  in  the  consideration  that  he  lived  to  enjoy  the  highest  proof  of  its 
confidence  by  entering  on  the  renewed  term  of  the  Chief  Magistracy  to 
which  he  had  been  elected;  that  he  brought  the  civil  war  substantially 
to  a  close;  that  his  loss  was  deplored  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  that 
foreign  nations  have  rendered  justice  to  his  memory.  His  removal  cast 
upon  me  a  heavier  weight  of  cares  than  ever  devolved  upon  any  one  of 
his  predecessors.  To  fulfill  my  trust  I  need  the  support  and  confidence 
of  all  who  are  associated  with  me  in  the  various  departments  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  support  and  confidence  of  the  people.  There  is  but  one 
way  in  which  I  can  hope  to  gain  their  necessary  aid.  It  is  to  state  with 
frankness  the  principles  which  guide  my  conduct,  and  their  application  to 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  well  aware  that  the  efficiency  of  my  labors 
will  in  a  great  measure  depend  on  your  and  their  undivided  approbation. 

The  Union  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  intended  by  its  authors 
M  P— vol,  VI— 23 
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to  last  as  long  as  the  States  themselves  shall  last,  **  The  Union  shall  be 
perpetuar*  are  the  words  of  the  Confederation.  **  To  fomi  a  more  per- 
fect Union/'  by  an  ordinance  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  the 
declared  purpose  of  the  Constitution.  The  hand  of  Divine  Providence 
was  never  more  plainly  visible  in  the  affairs  of  men  than  in  the  framing 
and  the  adopting^  of  that  instalment.  It  is  beyond  comparison  the  great- 
est event  in  American  histor>\  and,  indeed,  is  it  not  of  all  events  in  mod- 
em times  the  most  pregnant  with  consequences  for  every  people  of  the 
earth?  The  members  of  the  Convention  which  prepared  it  brought  to 
their  work  the  experience  of  the  Confederation,  of  their  several  States, 
and  of  other  republican  governments,  old  and  new:  but  they  needed 
and  they  obtained  a  wisdom  superior  to  experience.  And  when  for  its 
vahdity  it  required  the  approval  of  a  people  that  occupied  a  large  part  of 
a  continent  and  acted  separately  in  many  distinct  conventions,  what  is 
more  wonderful  than  that,  after  earnest  contention  and  long  discussion, 
all  feelings  and  all  opinions  were  ultimately  drawn  in  one  way  to  its  sup- 
port? The  Constitution  to  which  life  was  thus  imparted  contains  within 
itself  ample  resources  for  its  own  preser\^atiou.  It  has  power  to  enforce 
the  laws,  pimish  treason,  and  insure  domestic  tranf^uillity.  In  case  of 
the  usurpation  of  the  government  of  a  State  by  one  man  or  an  oligarchy, 
it  becomes  a  duty  of  the  United  States  to  make  good  the  guaraiUy  to 
that  State  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  so  to  maintain  the 
homogeneousness  of  all.  Does  the  lapse  of  time  reveal  defects?  A  am- 
ple mode  of  amendment  is  provided  in  the  Constitution  itself,  so  that  its 
conditions  can  always  lae  made  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  advan- 
cing civilization.  No  room  is  allowed  even  for  the  thought  of  a  possi- 
bility of  its  coming  to  an  end.  And  these  p<iwers  of  self-preservation 
have  always  been  asserted  in  their  complete  integrity  by  evenr^  patriotic 
Chief  Magistrate — by  Jefferson  and  Jackson  not  less  than  by  Washington 
and  Madison.  The  partinc^  advice  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  while 
yet  President,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  was  that  the  free  Coiisti* 
tution,  which  was  the  work  of  their  hands,  might  be  sacredly  maintained; 
and  the  inaugural  words  of  President  JeflFersfm  held  up  '*the  preserva- 
tion of  the  General  Government  in  its  whole  constitutional  vigor  as  the 
sheet  anchor  of  our  peace  at  liome  and  safety  abroad. '  *  The  Constitution 
is  the  work  of  ''the  i^etiple  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  should  be  as 
indestructible  as  the  people. 

It  is  not  strange  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  which  had  no 
model  in  the  ^>ast,  should  not  have  fully  comprehended  the  excellence  of 
their  own  work.  Fresh  from  a  struggle  against  arbitrary  power,  many 
patriots  suffered  from  harassing  fears  of  an  absorption  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments by  the  General  Government,  and  many  from  a  dread  that  tlie 
States  would  break  away  from  their  orbits.  But  the  very  greatness  of  our 
countr>'  should  allay  the  apprehension  of  encroachments  by  the  General 
Government,     The  subjects  that  come  unquestionably  within  its  juris- 
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diction  are  so  liiuiieroiis  that  it  must  ever  naturally  refuse  to  be  etnlvar- 
rassed  l>y  questions  tliat  lie  beyond  it.  Were  it  otherwise  the  Jvxecutive 
wotUd  sink  l^^eneath  the  burden,  the  clmntiels  of  justice  would  be  choked, 
legislation  would  be  ol>structed  l>y  excess,  so  that  there  is  a  g^reater  tempta* 
tion  to  exercise  some  of  the  fuiictioTis  of  the  General  Govenunent  tlirough 
the  States  than  to  trespass  on  their  rightful  sphere.  The  *Vabsolute 
acquiescence  in  the  decisions  of  the  majority'*  was  at  the  beginning  of 
tlie  century  enforced  by  Jefferson  as  ''the  vntal  principle  of  republics;  *' 
and  the  events  of  the  last  four  years  have  established,  we  will  hope  for- 
ever»  that  there  lies  no  appeal  to  force. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Unioii  Icings  witli  it  **  the  support  of  the  State 
governments  in  all  their  rights, ' '  but  it  is  not  one  of  the  rights  of  any 
State  government  to  renounce  its  own  place  in  the  tTnion  or  to  nullify 
the  laws  of  tlie  Union.  The  largest  hberty  is  to  be  maintained  in  the 
discussion  of  the  acts  of  the  Federal  Goveninient.  but  there  is  no  appeal 
from  its  laws  except  to  the  various  branches  of  that  Govennnent  itself, 
or  to  the  people,  who  grant  to  the  members  of  the  legislative  and  of  the 
executive  departments  no  tenure  but  a  limited  one,  and  in  that  manner 
always  retain  the  |X)wers  of  redress. 

**The  sovereignty  of  the  States"  is  the  language  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  not  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  The  latter  contains  the  em- 
phatic words — 

This  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  Uaiter!  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pur- 
»uance  thereof,  and  all  trt.aties  nia^le  or  which  .shall  he  made  under  the  anthorily  of 
the  I'nited  States,  shall  he  the  supreme  law  of  the  land*  and  the  judges  in  everj-  State 
shall  t)e  bound  therehy,  anything  in  the  ccmstitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Certainly  the  Goveninient  of  the  United  States  is  a  limited  govern- 
ment, and  so  is  every  State  government  a  limited  government.  With  us 
this  idea  of  limitation  spreads  through  every  form  of  administration — 
general.  State,  and  muuicipal^ — and  rests  on  the  great  distinguishing 
principle  of  the  recognition  of  the  rights  of  man.  The  ancient  repub- 
lics absortjed  the  individual  in  the  state — ^prescribed  his  religion  and  con- 
trolled his  activity.  The  American  system  rests  on  the  assertion  of  the 
equal  right  of  every  mau  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
to  freedom  of  conscience,  to  the  culture  and  exercise  of  all  his  faculties. 
As  a  consequence  the  State  government  is  limited — as  to  the  General 
Government  in  the  interest  of  luuon,  as  to  the  individual  citizen  in  the 
interest  of  freedom. 

States,  with  proper  limitations  of  power,  are  essential  to  the  existence 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States.  At  the  very  comnieiicement, 
when  we  assumed  a  place  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  w^as  adopted  by  States;  so  also  were  the  Article*! 
of  Confederation;  and  when  **the  people  of  the  United  States'*  orda' 
and  established  the  Constitution  it  was  the  assent  of  the  States,  oo 
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one.  which  gave  it  vitality.  In  the  event,  too,  of  any  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  the  proposition  of  Congress  needs  the  confirmation  of  States. 
Without  vStates  one  great  branch  of  the  legislative  government  would  be 
wanting.  And  if  we  look  beyond  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  to  the 
character  of  our  countr>-,  its  capacity  for  comprehending  within  its  juris- 
diction a  vast  continental  empire  is  due  to  the  system  of  States.  The 
best  security  for  the  perpetual  existence  of  the  States  is  the  **  supreme 
authority"  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  perpetuity  of 
the  Constitution  brings  with  it  the  perpetuity  of  the  States;  their  mutual 
relation  makes  us  what  we  are,  and  in  our  political  S3*stem  their  connec- 
tion is  indissoluble.  The  whole  can  not  exist  without  the  parts,  nor 
the  parts  without  the  whole.  So  long  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  endures,  the  States  will  endure.  The  destruction  of  the  one  is  the 
destnictiou  of  the  other;  the  preservation  of  the  one  is  the  preservation 
of  the  other. 

I  have  thus  explained  my  views  of  the  mutual  relations  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  States,  Ixicause  they  unfold  the  principles  on  which  I 
have  sought  to  solve  the  momentous  questions  and  overcome  the  appall- 
ing difficulties  that  met  me  at  the  ver>'  commencement  of  my  Adminis- 
tration. It  has  been  my  steadfast  object  to  escape  from  the  sway  of 
momentary  passions  and  to  derive  a  healing  policy  from  the  fundamental 
and  unchanging  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

I  found  the  States  suffering  from  the  effects  of  a  civil  war.  Resist- 
ance to  the  General  Government  appeared  to  have  exhausted  itself.  The 
United  States  had  recovered  possession  of  their  forts  and  arsenals,  and 
their  armies  were  in  the  occupation  of  every  State  which  had  attempted  to 
secede.  Whether  the  territor>'  within  the  limits  of  those  States  should 
be  held  as  conquered  territor>',  under  military  authority  emanating  from 
the  President  as  the  head  of  the  Army,  was  the  first  question  that  pre- 
sented itself  for  decision. 

Now  niililary  governments,  established  for  an  indefinite  period,  would 
have  offered  no  security  for  the  early  suppression  of  discontent,  would 
have  divided  the  peoi)le  into  the  vanquishers  and  the  vanquished,  and 
would  have  envenomed  hatred  rather  than  have  restored  affection.  Once 
established,  no  precise  limit  to  their  continuance  was  conceivable.  They 
would  have  occasioned  an  incalculable  and  exhausting  expense.  Peace- 
ful emigration  to  and  from  that  portion  of  the  country  is  one  of  the  best 
means  that  can  ])e  thought  of  for  the  restoration  of  harmony,  and  that 
emigration  would  have  Ix-en  prevente<l:  for  what  emigrant  from  abroad, 
what  industrious  citizen  at  home,  would  place  himself  willingly  under 
military  rule?  The  chief  persons  who  would  have  ft)llowed  in  the  train 
of  tlie  Anny  would  have  been  dependents  on  the  Cxcneral  Govenmient  or 
men  who  ex]x?cted  profit  from  the  miseries  of  their  erring  fellow-citizens. 
The  ix)wers  of  patronage  and  rule  which  would  have  l^een  exercised, 
under  the  President,  over  a  vast  and  jxjpulous  and  naturally  wealthy 
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region  are  greater  than,  unless  under  extreme  necessity,  I  should  lie  will- 
ing to  intrust  to  any  one  niaiu  They  arc  such  as,  for  myself,  I  could 
never »  unless  on  occasions  of  great  emergency,  consent  to  exercise.  The 
willful  use  of  such  powers,  if  continued  through  a  period  of  years,  would 
have  endangered  the  jjurity  of  the  getieral  admiuistratioii  and  the  hl>er- 
ties  of  the  States  which  remained  loyah 

Besides,  the  pf>licy  of  military  rule  over  a  conquered  territor>'  would 
have  implied  that  the  States  whose  iuhaliitants  may  have  taken  part  in 
the  reljellion  had  by  the  act  of  thase  inhabitants  ceased  to  exist.  But 
the  true  theory  is  that  all  pretended  acts  of  secession  were  from  the 
Ixfginning  tudi  and  void.  The  Stales  can  not  conunit  treaajii  nor  screen 
the  individual  citizens  who  may  hav^e  committed  treason  any  more  than 
they  can  make  valid  treaties  or  engage  in  lawful  commerce  with  any 
fureigu  |KHver.  The  States  attempting  to  secede  placed  themselves  in  a 
condition  where  their  vitality  was  impaired,  but  not  extinguished;  their 
functions  susi)euded,  but  not  destroyed- 

But  if  any  vState  neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  its  offices  there  is  the 
more  need  that  the  General  Government  should  maintain  all  its  author- 
ity and  as  soon  as  practicable  resume  the  exercise  of  all  its  functions. 
On  this  principle  I  have  acted,  and  have  gradually  and  quietly,  and  by 
almost  imperceptible  steps,  sought  to  restore  the  rightful  energ>^  of  the 
General  Goveniment  and  of  the  vStates,  To  that  end  provisional  gov- 
ernors have  been  appointed  for  the  States,  conventions  called,  governors 
elected » legislatures  assembled,  and  Senators  and  Representatives  cliosen 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  At  the  satne  time  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  as  far  as  could  l)e  done,  have  t>een  reopened,  so  that 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  may  Ije  enforced  through  their  agency. 
The  blockade  has  been  removed  and  llie  cnstom-honses  reestablished  in 
ports  of  entry*  so  that  the  revenue  of  the  United  vStates  maybe  collected. 
The  Post-office  Department  renews  its  ceaseless  activity,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  thereby  enabled  to  communicate  promptly  with  its 
officers  and  agents.  The  courts  bring  security  to  persons  and  prop- 
erty; the  opening  of  the  ports  invites  the  restoration  of  industry-  and  com- 
merce; the  post-office  renews  the  facilities  of  social  intercourse  and  of 
business.  And  is  it  not  happy  for  us  all  tliat  the  restoration  of  each  one 
of  these  functions  of  the  General  Government  brings  with  it  a  blessing 
to  the  States  over  which  they  are  extended?  Is  it  not  a  sure  prouu'se  of 
liamion}^  and  renewed  attachment  to  the  Union  lliat  after  all  that  has 
happened  the  return  of  the  General  Government  is  known  only  as  a 
beneficence? 

I  know  ver>^  well  that  this  policy  is  attended  witli  some  risk;  that  for 
its  success  it  requires  at  least  the  acquiescence  of  the  States  which  it  con- 
cerns; that  it  implies  an  invitation  to  those  States,  by  renewing  their 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  to  resume  their  functions  as  States  of  the 
Union.     But  it  is  a  risk  that  must  be  taken.     In  the  choice  of  difficul  fl 
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it  is  the  smallest  risk;  and  to  diminisli  and  if  possible  to  remove  all  dan- 
ger. I  have  felt  it  incumbent  on  me  to  assert  one  otlier  power  of  the 
General  Government — the  power  of  pardon.  As  no  State  can  throw  a 
defense  over  the  crime  of  treason,  the  power  of  pardon  is  exclusively 
vested  in  the  executive  government  of  the  United  States.  In  exercising 
that  power  I  have  taken  ever>'  precaution  to  connect  it  with  the  clearest 
recognition  of  the  binding  force  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  an 
unqualified  acknowledgment  of  the  great  social  change  of  condition  in 
regard  to  slaver>"  which  has  grown  out  of  the  w*ar. 

The  next  step  w^hich  I  have  taken  to  restore  the  constitutional  rela* 
tions  of  the  States  has  been  an  invitation  to  them  to  participate  in  the 
high  office  of  amending  the  Constitution.  Every  patriot  must  wish  for 
a  general  amnesty  at  the  earliest  epoch  consistent  with  public  safety. 
For  this  great  ^xiA  there  is  need  of  a  concurrence  of  all  opinions  and 
the  spirit  of  mutual  coticiliation.  All  parties  in  the  late  terrible  conflict 
must  w^ork  together  in  hannony*  It  is  not  too  much  to  ask»  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  people,  that  on  the  one  side  the  plan  of  restoration  shall 
proceed  in  conformity  with  a  wHUingness  to  cast  the  disorders  of  the  past 
into  oblivion,  and  that  on  the  other  the  evidence  of  sincerity  in  the 
future  maintenance  of  the  Union  shall  be  put  beyond  any  doubt  hx  the 
ratification  of  tlie  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  ]iro- 
vides  for  the  abolition  of  slaver}-  forever  within  the  limits  of  our  coun- 
try. So  long  as  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  is  delayed,  so  long  will 
doubt  and  jealousy  and  uncertainty  prevail.  This  is  the  measure  which 
will  efface  the  sad  memory  of  the  past;  this  is  the  measure  which  will 
most  certainly  call  population  and  capital  and  security  to  those  parts  of 
the  Union  that  need  them  most.  Indeed,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  of  the 
States  wliich  are  now  resuming  their  places  in  the  family  of  the  Union 
to  give  this  pledge  of  perpetual  loyalty  and  peace.  Until  it  is  done  the 
past,  howe\'er  nuich  we  uui>'  desire  it,  will  not  be  forgotten.  The  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  reunites  us  beyond  all  ix)wer  of  disruption ;  it 
heals  the  w^onnd  that  is  still  imperfectly  closed;  it  removes  slaver>%  the 
element  which  lias  so  long  |x;r|ilexetl  and  di\nded  the  country;  it  makes 
of  us  once  more  a  united  |XM:>pk%  renewed  and  strengthened,  botiud  more 
than  ever  to  mutual  affection  and  support, 

The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  being  adopted,  it  would  remain 
for  the  States  whose  powers  ha\'e  been  so  long  in  abeyance  to  resume 
their  places  in  the  two  bratiches  of  the  National  Legislature,  and  thereby 
complete  the  work  of  restoration.  Here  it  is  for  you,  fellow -citizens  of 
the  Senate,  and  for  you»  fellow-citizens  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  judge,  each  of  you  for  j^ourselves,  of  the  elections,  retmns,  and  quali- 
fications of  your  own  memliers. 

The  full  assertion  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government  requires 
the  holding  of  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  w^ithin  the  districts 
where  their  authority  has  been  interrupted.     In  the  present  posture  of  our 
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public  affairs  strong  objections  have  been  ur^ed  to  lioMing  those  courts 
iu  any  of  the  States  where  the  rebellion  has  existed;  and  it  was  ascer- 
tained by  inqiiir>'  that  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  w*ould  not  be 
held  within  the  district  of  Virginia  during  the  autumn  or  early  winter, 
nor  until  Congress  should  have  '*an  opportunity  to  consider  and  act  on 
the  whole  subject/ '  To  your  deliberations  the  restoration  of  this  branch 
of  the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States  is  therefore  necessarily  referred, 
wdtii  the  hoj>e  that  early  provision  will  l>e  made  for  the  resumption  of  all 
its  functions.  It  is  manifest  that  treason,  most  flagrant  in  character,  has 
been  connnitted.  Persons  who  are  charged  with  its  conunission  should 
have  fair  and  impartial  trials  in  the  highest  civil  tribunals  of  the  coun- 
tr\%  in  order  that  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  may  be  fully  \indicated, 
the  truth  clearly  established  and  afBrmed  that  treason  is  a  crime,  that 
traitors  sliouUl  be  punished  and  the  oflense  inatle  infamous,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  question  may  l>e  judicially  settled,  finally  and  forever, 
that  no  State  of  its  own  will  has  the  right  to  renounce  its  place  in  the 
Union. 

The  relations  of  the  General  Govenmient  toward  the  4,000,000  in- 
habitants whom  the  war  has  called  into  freedom  have  engaged  my  most 
serious  consideration.  On  the  propriety  of  attempting  to  make  the  freed* 
men  electors  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Executive  I  took  for  my  coun- 
sel the  Ctmstilution  itself,  the  interpretations  of  that  instrument  by  its 
authors  and  their  contemporaries,  and  recent  legislation  by  Congress. 
Whea,  at  the  first  movement  toward  independence,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  vStates  instructed  the  several  States  to  institute  governments  of 
their  own,  they  left  each  State  to  decide  for  itself  the  conditions  for  the 
enjo>'ment  of  the  elective  franchise.  During  the  period  of  the  Confetl- 
eracy  there  continued  to  exist  a  very^  great  diversity  in  the  qualifications 
of  electors  in  the  sev^eral  States^  and  even  within  a  State  a  distinction  of 
qualifications  prevailed  with  regard  to  the  officers  w^ho  w*ere  to  be  chosen. 
Tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States  recognizes  these  diversities  when 
it  enjoins  that  in  the  choice  of  menilxrrs  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  ' '  the  electors  iii  each  State  shall  have  the  qualifi- 
cations requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  mmierons  branch  of  the  State 
legislature,''  After  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  it  remained,  as  be- 
fore, the  uuiform  usage  for  each  State  to  enlarge  the  body  of  its  electors 
according  to  its  own  judgment,  and  under  this  system  one  State  after 
another  has  proceeded  to  increase  the  numljer  of  its  electors,  until  now 
universal  suffrage,  or  something  very  near  it,  is  the  general  rule.  So  fixed 
w^as  this  reserv^ation  of  power  in  the  habits  of  the  people  and  so  unques- 
tioned has  been  the  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  that  during  the 
dvil  war  the  late  President  never  harbored  the  piu-pose — certainly  never 
avowed  the  purpose— of  disregarding  it;  and  in  the  acts  of  Congress  dur- 
ing that  peritxl  nothing  can  h^  found  which,  during  the  continuance  of  hos- 
tilities, much  less  after  their  close,  would  have  sanctioned  any  departure- 
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by  tlie  Exeaitive  from  a  policy  which  has  so  uniformly  obtained.  More* 
0\'er,  a  concession  of  the  elective  franchise  tq  the  freedmen  by  act  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  must  have  been  extended  to  all  colored 
men,  wherever  found,  and  s*3  must  have  established  a  change  of  suffrage 
in  the  Northern ^  Middle,  and  Western  States,  not  less  than  in  the  South- 
ern and  Southwestern.  Such  an  act  would  have  created  a  new  class  of 
voters,  and  would  have  K^n  an  assumption  of  power  by  the  President 
which  nothing  in  the  ConstitiUion  or  laws  of  the  United  States  would 
have  warranted. 

On  the  other  hand,  everj'  danger  of  conflict  is  avoided  when  the  settle- 
ment of  tlie  question  is  referred  to  the  sev^eral  States.  They  can,  each 
for  itself,  decide  tm  the  measure,  and  whether  it  is  to  l>e  adopted  at  once 
and  absolutely  or  introduced  gradually  and  with  conditions.  In  my 
jtid^uient  the  freedmen,  if  they  show  patience  and  manly  virtues,  will 
sooner  obtain  a  participation  in  the  elective  franchise  through  the  States 
than  thrfiugh  the  General  Government,  even  if  it  had  x>ower  to  inter- 
vene. When  the  tnmult  of  emotions  that  have  l>een  raised  by  the  sud- 
denness of  the  social  change  shall  have  subsided,  it  may  prove  that  the\" 
will  receive  the  kindest  usage  from  some  of  those  on  wliom  they  liav^e 
lieretofore  most  closely  de|>euded. 

But  while  I  have  no  dotibt  that  now,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  it  is  not 
competent  for  tlie  General  Goveniment  to  extend  the  elective  franchise 
in  the  several  States,  it  is  equally  clear  that  good  faith  requires  the  secu- 
rity of  the  freedmen  in  their  lilx.Tty  and  their  property,  their  right  to 
lalx>r,  and  their  right  to  claim  the  just  return  of  their  lalxjr.  1  can  not 
too  strongly  urge  a  dispassionate  treatment  of  this  subject,  which  should 
l)e  carefully  kept  aloof  from  all  party  strife.  We  must  equally  avoid 
hasty  aasumptious  of  any  natural  impossibility  for  the  two  races  to  live 
side  by  side  in  a  state  of  mutual  lx*nefit  and  goixl  will.  The  experiment 
involves  tts  in  no  inconsistency:  let  us,  then,  go  on  and  make  that  exjieri- 
ment  in  good  faith,  and  not  l>e  too  easily  disheartened.  The  country  is 
in  need  of  lalxir^and  the  freedmen  are  in  need  of  em ploymeiU,  culture, 
and  protection.  While  their  right  of  voluutar>^  migration  and  expatria- 
tion is  not  to  l>e  questioned,  I  would  not  advise  their  forced  removal  and 
colonization.  Let  ns  rather  encourage  them  to  honorable  and  useful 
indiistr\%  \vhere  it  may  l>e  beneficial  to  themselves  and  to  the  country; 
and,  instead  of  hasty  anticipatiotis  of  the  certainty  of  failure,  let  there  be 
nothing  wanting  to  the  fair  trial  of  the  experiment.  The  change  in  their 
condition  is  the  substitution  of  labor  by  contract  for  the  status  of  slavery. 
The  freedman  can  not  fairly  be  accused  of  unwillingness  to  work  so  long 
as  a  doubt  remains  about  his  freedom  of  choice  in  his  pursuits  and  the 
certainty  of  his  recovering  his  stipulated  wages.  In  this  the  interests  of 
the  employer  and  the  employed  coincide,  .  The  employer  desires  in  his 
workmen  spirit  and  alacrity,  and  these  can  be  permanently  secured  in  no 
other  way.     And  if  the  one  ought  to  be  able  to  enforce  the  contract,  so 
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[  ought  tlie  oilier.    The  pubhc  interest  will  Ik*  best  promoted  if  the  several 
'  States  will  provide  adequate  protection  and  remedies  for  the  freed  men. 
Until  this  is  in  some  way  accomplished  there  is  no  chance  for  the  advan- 
tageous use  of  their  labor,  and  the  blame  of  ill  success  will  not  rest  on 
them. 

I  kuow-  that  sincere  philanthropy  is  earnest  for  the  immediate  realiza- 
tion of  its  remotest  aims;  but  time  is  always  an  element  in  refonn.  It  is 
one  of  the  greatest  acts  on  record  to  liave  brouglit  4,ckio.c>oo  ^^eople  into 
freedom.  The  career  of  free  industry  must  he  fairly  opened  to  them,  and 
then  their  future  prosperity  and  condition  must,  after  all,  rest  mainly  on 
themselves.  If  they  fail,  and  so  j^erish  awMy,  let  us  lx^  careftd  that  the 
failure  shall  not  be  attributable  to  any  denial  of  justice.  In  all  that 
relates  to  the  destiny  of  the  freedmen  we  need  not  be  too  anxious  to  read 
the  future;  many  incidents  which,  from  a  speculative  pcjint  of  view,  might 
raise  alarm  wnll  quietly  settle  themselves*  Now  that  slaverj^  is  at  an  end, 
,  or  near  its  end,  tlie  greatness  of  its  evil  in  the  point  of  view  of  public 
^  economy  liecomes  more  and  more  apparent.  Slavery  was  essentially  a 
monopoly  of  labor,  and  as  such  locked  t!ie  States  where  it  prevailed  against 
the  incoming  of  free  industry.  Where  lalior  was  the  proj>erty  of  the  capi- 
talist, the  white  man  was  excluded  from  employment,  or  had  but  the 
second  best  chance  of  finding  it;  and  the  foreign  emigrant  turned  away 
from  the  region  where  his  condition  would  be  so  i>recarious.  With  tlic 
destruction  of  the  monoixjly  free  lalxir  will  hasten  from  all  parts  of  the 
civilized  world  to  assist  in  developing  various  and  iimneasurable  resources 
w1iie!i  have  hitherto  lain  dormant.  The  eight  or  nine  States  nearest  tlie 
Gulf  of  Mexico  have  a  soil  of  exuberant  fertility,  a  climate  friendly  to 
long  life,  and  can  sustain  a  denser  population  than  is  found  as  yet  in  any 
part  of  our  coiintr}'.  And  the  future  influx  of  population  to  them  will 
be  mainly  from  the  North  or  from  the  most  cultivated  nations  in  Europe. 
From  the  sufferings  that  have  attended  them  during  our  late  stniggle 
let  us  lcx)k  away  to  the  future,  wdiich  is  sure  to  be  laden  for  them  with 
greater  prosperity  than  has  ever  before  been  known.  The  removal  of 
the  monopoly  of  slave  labor  is  a  pledge  that  those  regions  will  lie  peopled 
by  a  numerous  and  enterprising  population,  which  will  vie  with  any  in 
the  Union  in  compactness,  inventive  genius,  wealthy  and  industr>\ 

Our  Government  springs  from  and  w^as  made  for  the  people — not  the 
pe<^>ple  for  the  Government,  To  them  it  owes  allegiance;  from  them  it 
must  derive  its  courage,  strength,  and  wisdom.  But  while  the  Govern- 
ment is  thus  bound  to  defer  to  the  people,  from  whom  it  derives  its  exist- 
ence, it  should,  from  the  very  cousideration  of  its  origin,  h>e  strong  in  its 
power  of  resistance  to  the  establishment  of  inequalities.  Monopolies,  per- 
petuities, and  class  legislation  are  contrary  to  the  genius  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  ought  not  to  be  allow^ed.  Here  there  is  no  room  for  favored 
r  cla.sses  or  monopolies;  the  principle  of  our  Goveniment  is  that  of  equ?*^ 
flaws  and  freedom  of  industr>'.     Wherever  monopoly  attains  a  foothol 
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is  sure  to  be  a  source  of  danger,  discord,  and  trouble.  We  shall  but  ful- 
fill our  duties  as  legislators  by  according  **  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all 
men,"  special  privileges  to  none.  The  Government  is  suborchnate  to 
the  people;  but,  as  the  agent  and  representati^'e  of  the  people,  it  must 
be  held  superior  to  monopolies,  which  in  themselves  ought  never  to  be 
granted,  and  which,  where  they  exist,  must  be  subordinate  and  >deld  to 
the  Government. 

The  Constitution  confers  on  Congress  the  right  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States.  It  is  of  the  first  necessity,  for  the  mainte* 
nance  of  the  Union,  that  that  commerce  should  be  free  and  unobstructed. 
No  State  can  be  justified  in  any  de\nce  to  tax  the  transit  of  travel  and 
commerce  Ijetween  States.  The  ix>sition  of  manj-  States  is  such  that  if 
they  were  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  it  for  purposes  of  local  revenue 
the  commerce  between  States  might  be  injuriously  burdened,  or  even  vir- 
tually prohibited.  It  is  best,  while  the  countn-  is  still  3'oung  and  while 
the  tendency  to  dangerous  monopolies  of  this  kind  is  still  feeble,  to  use 
tlie  power  of  Congress  so  as  to  prevent  any  selfish  impediment  to  the  free 
circulation  of  men  and  merchandise.  A  tax  on  travel  and  merchandise 
in  their  transit  constitutes  one  of  the  worst  forms  of  monopoly,  and  the  evil 
is  increased  if  coupled  with  a  denial  of  the  choice  of  route.  When  the  vast 
extent  of  our  country  is  considered ,  it  is  plain  that  every  obstacle  to  the  free 
circulation  of  commerce  between  the  States  ought  to  be  sternly  guarded 
against  by  appropriate  legislation  within  the  limits  of  the  Constitution. 

The  report  of  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Interior  explains  the  condition  of 
the  public  lands,  the  transactions  of  the  Patent  Office  and  the  Pension 
Bureau,  the  management  of  our  Indian  affairs,  the  progress  made  in  the 
construction  of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  furnishes  information  in  refer- 
ence to  matters  of  local  interest  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  also  pre- 
sents evidence  of  the  successful  operation  of  the  homestead  act,  under  the 
provisions  of  which  1,160,553  acres  of  the  public  lands  were  entered  dur- 
ing  the  last  fiscal  year^ — more  than  one- fourth  of  the  whole  number  of  acres 
sold  or  othenvise  disposed  of  during  that  periotl.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  receipts  derived  from  this  source  are  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses 
incident  to  the  sur\'ey  and  disposal  of  the  laiKls  entered  under  this  act, 
and  that  payments  in  cash  to  the  extent  of  from  40  to  50  per  cent  will 
be  made  by  settlers  who  may  thus  at  any  time  acquire  title  Ixffore  the  expi- 
ration of  the  period  at  which  it  would  othen;\'ise  vest.  The  homestead 
policy  was  established  only  after  long  and  earnest  resistance;  experience 
proves  its  wisdom.  The  lands  in  the  hands  of  industrious  settlers,  whc^e 
labor  creates  wealth  and  contributes  to  the  public  resources,  are  worth 
more  to  the  United  States  than  if  they  had  been  reser\'cd  as  a  solitude 
for  future  purchasers. 

The  lamentable  events  of  the  last  four  years  and  the  sacrifices  made 
by  the  gallant  men  of  our  Army  and  Navy  have  swelled  the  records  of  the 
Pension  Biu*eau  to  an  unprecedented  extent.     On  the  30th  day  of  June 
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last  llie  total  nuuiber  of  pensioners  was  85,986,  requiring  for  their  annual 
pay,  exclusive  of  exj^enses,  the  sum  of  $8,023,445,  The  number  of  appli- 
cations that  have  been  allowed  since  that  dale  will  require  a  large  increase 
of  this  amount  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  means  for  the  payment  of 
the  stipends  due  under  existing  laws  to  our  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors 
and  to  the  families  of  such  as  have  perished  in  the  service  of  the  country' 
wnll  no  doubt  he  cheerfully  and  promptly  granted.  A  grateful  people 
\\\\\  not  hesitate  to  sanction  any  measures  having  for  their  object  the 
relief  of  soldiers  mutilated  and  families  made  fatherless  in  the  efforts  to 
preserve  our  national  existence. 

The  report  of  tlie  Postmaster^  General  presents  an  encouraging  exhibit 
of  the  operations  of  the  Post-Office  Department  during  the  year.  The 
revenues  of  the  past  year,  from  the  loyal  States  alone,  exceeded  the  max- 
imum annual  receipts  from  all  the  States  previous  to  the  rebellion  in  the 
sum  of  $6,038,091 ;  and  the  annua!  average  increase  of  revenue  during  the 
last  four  years,  compared  with  the  revenues  of  the  four  years  immediately 
preceding  the  rebellion,  was  $3,533,845.  The  revenues  of  the  last  fis- 
cal year  amounted  to  $14,556,158  and  the  expenditures  to  $I3.694J28, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  receipts  over  expenditures  of  $861,430.  Progress 
has  been  made  in  restoring  the  ;>ostal  sen-ice  in  the  Southern  States. 
The  vnew^s  presented  by  the  Postmaster-General  against  the  policy  of 
granting  subsidies  to  the  ocean  mail  steamship  lines  upon  established 
routes  and  in  favor  of  continuing  the  present  system,  wliich  limits  the 
compensation  for  ocean  service  to  the  postage  earnings,  are  recommended 
to  the  careful  consideration  of  Congress. 

It  appears  from  the  rejxjrt  of  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Navy  that  while  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  year  there  were  in  commission  530 
vessels  of  all  classes  and  descriptions,  armed  with  3,000  guns  and 
mantled  by  51,000  men,  the  number  of  vessels  at  present  in  conunission 
is  117,  with  830  guns  and  12,128  men.  By  this  prompt  reduction  of  the 
naval  forces  the  expenses  of  tlie  Government  ha\^e  l;een  largeh'  dimin- 
ished, and  a  nundier  of  vessels  ptircliased  for  naval  purposes  from  the 
merchant  marine  have  been  returned  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  com- 
merce. Since  the  suppression  of  active  hostilities  our  foreign  squadrons 
have  been  reestablished,  and  consist  of  vessels  much  more  efficient  than 
those  employed  on  similar  ser\dce  previous  to  the  rebellion.  The  sug- 
gestion for  the  enlargement  of  the  navy-yards,  and  especially  for  the 
establishment  of  one  in  fresh  water  for  ironclad  vessels,  is  deserving  of 
consideration,  as  is  also  the  reconnuendation  for  a  different  location  and 
more  ample  grounds  for  the  Naval  Academy. 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  general  summar>'  is  given  of 
the  military  campaigns  of  1864  and  1865,  ending  in  the  suppression 
of  armed  resistance  to  the  national  authority  in  the  insurgent  States. 
The  operations  of  the  general  administrative  bureaus  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment during  the  past  year  are  detailed  and  an  estimate  made  of 


■ 


1 


364 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  /Wsidenis 


appropriations  tlmt  will  be  rec|uired  for  military  purposes  iti  the  fiscal 
year  commencing  the  ist  day  of  July,  1866.  The  iialional  military  force 
on  the  Tst  of  May,  1865,  nunifiered  1,000,516  men.  It  is  proposed  to 
reduce  the  military'  establishment  to  a  peace  footing,  comprehending 
50,000  troops  of  all  arms,  organized  so  as  to  admit  of  an  enlargement  by 
filling  up  the  ranks  to  82,600  if  the  circumstances  of  the  country  should 
re<iuire  an  augmentation  of  the  Army.  The  volunteer  force  lias  already 
been  reduced  l>y  the  discharge  from  serv*ice  of  over  800,000  troops,  and 
the  Department  is  proceeding  rapidly  in  the  work  of  further  reductioiu 
The  war  estimates  are  reduced  from  $516,240,131  to  $33,814,461,  which 
amount,  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  Department,  is  adequate  for  a  peace  estab- 
lishment. The  measures  of  retrenchment  in  each  bureau  and  branch  of 
the  service  exhibit  a  diligent  economy  worthy  of  commendatioti.  Refer- 
ence is  also  made  in  the  report  to  the  necessity  of  pro^^ding  for  a  uni- 
form militia  system  and  to  the  propriety  of  making  suitable  provision 
for  wounded  and  disabled  officers  and  soldiers. 

The  revenue  system  of  the  country  is  a  subject  of  vital  interest  to  its 
honor  and  prosperity,  and  should  command  the  earnest  consideration  of 
Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  lay  before  you  a  full  and 
detailed  rejx>rt  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  of 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  of  the  probable  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  the  other  three  quarters,  and  the  estimates  for  the  year 
following  the  30th  of  June,  1S66.  I  might  content  myself  with  a  refer- 
ence  to  that  repijrt,  in  which  you  w^ill  find  all  the  informatioii  required 
for  your  deliberations  and  decision,  but  the  paramount  importance  of 
the  subject  so  presses  itself  on  my  own  mintl  that  I  can  not  but  lay 
before  you  my  view^s  of  the  measures  which  are  required  for  the  good 
character,  and  I  might  almost  say  for  the  existence,  of  this  people. 
The  life  of  a  republic  lies  certainly  in  the  energy,  virtue,  and  intelli- 
gence of  its  citizens;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  a  good  revenue  system 
is  the  life  of  an  organized  government,  I  meet  you  at  a  time  when 
the  nation  has  voluntarily  Imrdened  itself  with  a  debt  unpreceilented 
in  our  annals.  Vast  as  is  its  amount,  it  fades  away  into  nothing  w*hen 
compared  with  the  countless  blessings  that  will  be  conferred  upon  our 
countrj^  and  upon  man  by  the  presenation  of  the  nation's  life.  Now, 
on  the  first  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  Congress  since  the  return  of  ]K*ace, 
It  is  of  the  utmost  inii>ortance  to  inaugurate  a  just  policy,  wliich  shiiU  at 
once  be  put  in  motion,  and  which  shall  conmnend  itself  to  those  who  come 
after  us  for  its  continuance.  We  must  aim  at  nothing  less  ilum  the  com- 
plete efFacement  of  the  financial  evils  that  necessarily  followed  a  state  of 
dvil  war.  We  must  endeavor  to  apj)ly  the  earliest  remetl>'  to  the  detnnged 
slate  of  the  currency,  and  not  shrhik  from  devising  a  policy  which,  with* 
out  being  oppressive  to  the  people,  shall  immediately  begin  to  effect  a 
reduction  ui  \h\=  debt,  and.  if  persi^te<l  in,  discharge  it  fully  within  a  dcfi* 
Ditcly  fixed  number  of  years.  j 
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It  is  our  first  duty  to  pre]mre  in  earnest  for  our  reco\^r3'' from  the  ever- 
increasing  evils  of  an  irredeemable  cnrrency  without  a  sudden  revulsion » 
and  yet  without  untimely  procrastination.  For  that  end  we  must  each, 
ill  our  respective  iK>sitions,  prepare  the  way.  I  hold  it  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  to  insist  upon  frugality  in  the  expenditure*^,  and  a  sparing 
economy  is  itself  a  great  national  resource.  Of  the  banks  to  %vhich 
authority  lias  been  given  to  issue  notes  secured  by  bonds  of  the  United 
States  we  may  require  the  greatest  moderation  and  prudence »  and  the 
law  nuist  be  rigidly  enforced  when  its  limits  are  exceeded.  We  may 
each  one  of  us  counsel  our  active  and  enterprising  countrymen  to  l>e  con- 
stantly on  their  guard,  to  liquidate  debts  contracted  in  a  paper  currency, 
and  by  conducting  business  as  nearly  as  possible  on  a  system  of  cash 
payments  or  short  credits  to  hold  themselves  prepared  to  return  to  the 
standard  of  gold  and  silver.  To  aid  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  prudent 
management  of  their  monetary  affairs,  the  duty  devolves  on  us  to  dimin- 
ish by  law  the  amount  of  pafK-r  money  now  in  circulation.  Five  years 
ago  the  bank-note  circulation  of  the  country  amounted  to  not  much  more 
than  two  huntlred  millions;  now  the  circulation,  bank  and  national,  exceeds 
seven  hundred  millions.  The  simple  statement  of  the  fact  recommends 
more  strongly  than  any  words  of  mine  could  do  the  necessity  of  our 
restraining  this  expansion.  The  gradual  reduction  of  the  currency  is 
the  only  measure  that  can  save  the  Imsiness  of  the  country  from  disas- 
trous calamities,  and  this  can  be  almost  imi>erceptibly  accomplished  by 
gradually  funding  the  national  circulation  in  securities  that  may  Ix:  made 
redeemable  at  the  ^deasure  of  the  Government. 

Otir  debt  is  doubly  secore-^ — first  in  the  actual  wealth  and  still  greater 
undeveloped  resources  of  the  ci^untry,  and  next  in  the  character  of  our 
institutions.  The  most  inteltigent  observers  among  jiolitical  economists 
have  not  failetl  tti  remark  that  the  public  debt  of  a  country  is  safe  in  pro- 
portion as  its  people  are  free;  that  the  debt  of  a  republic  is  the  safest  of 
all.  Our  lii story  confinus  and  establishes  the  theory »  and  is,  I  firmly 
lielieve,  destined  to  give  it  a  still  more  signal  illustration.  The  .secret 
of  this  sujxrriority  springs  not  merely  from  the  fact  that  in  a  republic 
the  national  obligations  are  distributed  more  widely  through  countless 
uuiuIkts  in  all  classes  of  .society;  it  has  its  root  in  the  character  of  our 
laws.  Here  all  men  contribute  to  the  public  w^elfare  and  bear  their 
fair  share  of  the  public  burdens.  During  the  war»  under  the  impulses 
of  patriotism,  the  men  (jf  the  great  body  of  the  people,  without  regard 
to  their  own  comparative  want  of  wealth,  thronged  to  our  armies  and 
filled  our  fleets  of  war,  and  held  themselves  ready  to  offer  their  lives  for 
the  public  good.  Now,  in  their  tuni,  the  pro[>erty  and  income  of  tlie 
o^uutry  should  Ijear  their  just  proportion  of  the  burdeu  of  taxation, 
while  in  our  impost  system,  through  means  of  which  increased  vitality 
is  incidetilally  imparted  Uy  all  the  industrial  interests  of  the  nation,  the 
duties  should  be  S4d  adjusted  as  to  fall  most  heavily  on  articles  of  luxury, 
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kfliviti^  the  necesEsaries  nf  life  as  free  from  taxatkm  as  the  absolttte  wants 
of  Ihe  CWn'eniiiieiit  ecoiiotnically  administered  will  justify.  No  favored  \ 
clai«A  ?ihottid  demand  freedom  from  assessment,  and  the  taxes  should  be 
flo  distributed  2a  not  to  fall  unduly  on  the  poor,  but  rather  on  the  accu- 
mukted  wealth  of  the  country'.  We  should  look  at  the  natioual  debt 
jUHt  ;iH  it  J5 — not  an  a  national  blessing,  but  as  a  heavy  burden  on  the 
iaduMry  of  tht  country,  to  Ije  discharged  without  unnecessar>'  delay. 

It  \%  c»timatc<l  by  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Treasur>'  that  the  expenditures 
for  the  fbical  year  ending  the  30th  of  June.  1866,  will  exceed  the  receipts 
$f  1 2«  194.947.  ^*  ^^  K^tifying,  however,  to  state  that  it  is  also  estimated 
that  the  revenue  for  the  year  ending  the  30lh  of  June,  1S67,  will  exceed 
the  cxpcrHliturcs  in  the  sum  of  $1 1 1,682,818.  This  amount,  or  so  much 
ail  may  l>e  ileemed  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  may  be  applied  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  tlic  public  debt,  which  on  the  3rst  day  of  October,  1865,  w*as 
$2,740,854,750.  Every  reduction  will  diminish  the  total  amount  of 
interest  to  l>e  paid,  and  so  enlarge  the  means  of  still  further  reductions, 
nittil  the  whole  shall  l>e  liquidated;  and  this,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>%  may  Ije  accomplished  by 
annual  payniL-nts  t-ven  within  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  j^ears.  I 
have  faith  that  we  shall  do  all  this  within  a  reasonable  time;  that  as  we 
have  uiiia/,ed  the  world  by  the  suppression  of  a  civil  war  which  w^as 
thought  to  Ix!  iK'Vond  the  control  of  any  govenmietit,  so  we  shall  equally 
show  the  superiority  of  our  institutions  by  the  prompt  and  faithful  dis- 
charj<e  of  our  national  obligations. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  under  its  present  direction  is  accom- 
plishing much  in  developing  and  utilizing  the  vast  agricultural  capabilities 
of  the  eountry/and  for  infonnation  respecting  the  details  of  its  manage- 
meiU  reference  is  made  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  fully  on  our  domestic  affairs  because  of  their  tran- 
Hcendent  inq)ortance.  Under  any  circumstances  our  great  extent  of  terri- 
tory and  variety  of  climate,  producing  almost  everything  that  is  necessary 
for  llie  wants  and  even  the  comforts  of  man,  make  us  singularly  inde- 
pendent of  the  varying  policy  of  foreign  powers  and  protect  us  against 
every  temptation  to  ''entanghng  alliances,'*  while  at  the  present  moment 
the  reestablish mciit  of  harmony  and  the  strength  that  comes  from  har- 
mony will  l>e  our  liest  security  against  "nations  who  feel  power  and 
forget  rij;!it."  For  myself,  it  has  been  and  it  will  be  my  constant  aim 
to  promote  |^ace  and  amity  with  all  foreign  nations  and  powers,  and  I 
have  cvcr\'  reason  to  lielieve  that  they  all,  without  exception,  are  ani- 
mated by  the  same  disposition.  Our  relations  with  the  Emperor  of 
China,  so  recent  in  their  i)rigiu»  are  most  friendly.  Our  commerce  w4th 
his  donnnions  is  receiving  new  developments,  and  it  is  ^'ery  pleasing  to 
find  that  the  Government  of  that  great  Empire  manifests  satisfaction 
with  our  jKilicy  and  reposes  just  confidence  in  the  fairness  w^hich  marks 
our  intercourse.     The  imbrokeu  harmony  between  the  United  States  and 
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the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  receiving  a  new  support  from  an  enterprise  de- 
signed to  carry  telegraphic  lines  across  the  coutineut  of  Asia,  through  his 
dommions,  and  so  to  connect  us  with  all  Europe  by  a  new  channel  of  inter- 
course. Our  commerce  with  South  America  is  almut  to  receive  encour- 
agement by  a  direct  line  of  mail  steamships  to  the  rising  Empire  of  Brazil, 
The  distingiushed  party  of  men  of  science  who  have  recently  left  our 
country  to  make  a  scientific  exploration  of  the  natural  history  and  rivers 
and  moimtain  ranges  of  tliat  region  have  received  from  the  EmiK*ror  that 
generous  welcome  which  was  to  have  l>een  expected  from  his  constant 
friendship  for  the  United  States  and  his  well-known  zeal  in  promoting 
the  advancement  of  knowledge.  A  hope  is  entertained  that  our  commerce 
with  the  rich  and  populous  countries  that  border  the  Mediterranean  Sea 
may  !)e  largely  increased.  Nothing  will  l>e  wanting  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  to  extend  the  protection  of  our  flag  over  the  enterprise  of 
our  fellow-citizens.  We  receive  from  the  powers  in  that  region  assur- 
ances of  good  w4ll;  and  it  is  w'orthy  of  note  that  a  special  envoy  has 
brought  us  messiiges  of  condolence  on  the  death  of  our  late  Chief  Magis- 
trate from  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  whose  rule  includes  the  old  dominions  of 
Carthage »  on  the  African  coast. 

Our  domestic  contest,  now  happily  ended,  has  left  some  traces  in  our 
relations  with  one  at  least  of  the  great  maritime  powers.  The  formal 
accordance  of  l>elligereut  rights  to  the  insurgent  States  was  unprece- 
dented, and  has  not  been  justified  l>y  the  issue.  But  in  the  systems  of 
neutrality  pursued  by  the  powers  which  made  that  concession  there  was 
a  marked  difference.  The  materials  of  war  for  the  insurgent  States 
were  funiished,  iu  a  great  measure,  from  the  workshops  of  Great  Britain » 
and  British  ships,  manned  by  British  subjects  and  prepared  for  receiving 
British  armaments,  sallied  from  the  i>orts  of  Great  Britain  to  make  war 
on  American  conunerce  under  the  shelter  of  a  commission  from  the  insur- 
gent States.  These  ships,  ha\dng  once  escaped  from  British  ports,  ever 
afterwards  etUered  them  in  ever>^  part  of  the  world  to  refit,  and  so  to 
renew  their  depredations.  The  consequences  of  this  conduct  were  most 
disastrous  to  the  States  then  in  rebellion,  increasing  their  desolation  and 
misery  by  the  prolongation  of  our  civil  contest.  It  had,  moreover,  the 
effect,  to  a  great  extent,  to  drive  the  American  flag  from  the  sea,  and  to 
transfer  much  of  our  shipping  and  our  commerce  to  the  very  power  whose 
subjects  had  created  the  necessity  for  such  a  change.  These  events  took 
place  before  I  was  called  to  the  administration  of  the  Govenunent.  The 
sincere  desire  for  peace  by  whicli  I  am  animated  led  me  to  approve  the 
proposal,  already  made,  to  sulnnit  the  tpiestion  which  had  thus  arisen  lie- 
tween  the  countries  to  arbitration.  These  questions  are  of  such  moment 
that  they  must  have  commanded  the  attention  of  the  great  powers,  and 
are  so  interwov^en  with  the  |>eace  and  interests  of  every  one  of  them  as  to 
have  insured  an  impartial  decision.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  Great 
Britain  declined  the  arbitrament,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  invited  us  to  the 
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formation  of  a  joint  commission  to  settle  mutual  claims  between  the  two 
countries,  from  which  those  for  the  depredations  before  mentioned  should 
Ije  excluded.  The  proposition,  in  that  very  unsatisfactory  form,  lias  been 
dechued. 

The  United  States  did  not  present  the  subject  as  an  impcacliment  of 
the  good  faith  of  a  power  which  was  professing  the  most  friendly  dispo- 
sitions, but  as  involving  questions  of  public  law  of  which  the  settlement 
is  essential  to  the  peace  of  nations;  and  though  pecuniary  reparation 
to  their  injured  citizens  would  have  followed  incidentally  ou  a  decision 
against  Great  Britain,  such  cotnixnisation  was  not  their  primary  object. 
They  had  a  higher  motive,  and  it  was  in  the  interests  of  |x*ace  and  justice 
to  establish  important  priucipleii  of  internaticmal  law.  The  currespoud- 
t  nee  will  be  placed  before  you.  The  ground  on  wliich  the  British  minister 
rests  his  justification  is,  substantially,  that  the  municipal  law  of  a  nation 
and  the  domestic  interpretations  of  that  law  arc  the  measure  of  its  duty 
as  a  neutral,  and  I  feel  Ixnuul  to  declare  my  opinion  l^efore  you  and  before 
tlie  world  tliat  that  justification  can  not  be  sustained  before  the  tribunal 
of  nations.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  advise  to  any  present  attempt  at 
redress  by  acts  of  legislation.  For  the  future,  friendship  between  the 
two  countries  must  rest  on  the  basis  of  mutual  justice. 

From  the  moment  of  the  establishment  of  our  free  Constitution  the 
civilized  world  has  Ijeeti  con\'nlsed  by  revolutions  in  the  interests  of  de- 
mocracy or  of  monarchy,  but  through  all  those  revolutions  the  United 
States  have  wisely  and  firmly  refused  to  become  propagandists  of  republic- 
anism. It  is  the  only  govenunent  suited  to  our  condition;  but  we  have 
never  sought  to  impose  it  on  others,  atid  we  have  consistently  followed 
the  advice  of  Wasliingtc»n  to  recommeufl  it  only  !)>  the  careful  preserva- 
tion and  prudent  use  of  tlie  blessing.  During  all  the  intervening  jx*riod 
the  policy  of  European  powers  and  of  the  United  States  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  harmonious.  Twice,  indeed,  rumors  of  the  invasion  of  some  |Xirts 
of  America  in  the  itUerest  of  monarchy  have  prevailed;  twice  my  prede- 
cessors have  had  occasion  to  aimounce  the  views  of  this  nation  in  respect 
to  such  interference.  On  lx)th  (X-casious  the  remonstrance  of  the  United 
States  was  respected  from  a  deep  conviction  on  the  part  of  Kuropean  Gov- 
enunents  tliat  the  system  of  noninterference  and  mutual  abstinence  from 
propagandism  was  the  true  rule  for  the  two  hemispheres.  Since  those 
times  we  have  advanced  in  wealth  and  power,  but  we  retain  the  same 
purpose  to  leave  the  nations  of  Europe  to  choose  their  own  dynasties  and 
form  their  own  systems  of  govenunent.  This  consistent  moderation  may 
justly  demand  a  corresp<:>ndiug  moderation.  We  should  regard  it  as  a 
great  calamity  to  ourselves,  to  the  cause  of  good  government,  and  to  the 
peace  of  the  world  should  any  Euroixan  power  challenge  the  American 
people,  as  it  were,  to  the  defense  of  republicanism  against  foreign  inter- 
ference. We  can  not  foresee  and  are  unwilling  to  consider  what  opportu- 
nities might  present  themselves,  w^iat  combinations  might  offer  to  protect 
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ourselves  against  designs  inimical  to  our  fonii  of  goveriniient.  The 
Unittjd  States  desire  to  act  in  the  future  as  they  have  ever  acted  hereto- 
fore; tliey  never  will  be  driven  from  that  course  hut  by  the  aggression  of 
European  powers,  and  we  rely  uu  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  those  powers 
to  respect  the  system  of  noninterference  which  has  so  long  l^en  sanc- 
tioned by  time,  and  whlcli  by  its  good  results  has  approved  itself  to  both 
continents. 

The  correspondence  Ijetween  the  United  States  and  France  in  reference 
to  questions  which  have  become  sulijects  of  discussion  between  the  two 
Governments  will  at  a  proper  time  be  laid  before  Congress. 

When,  on  the  organization  of  our  Government  under  the  Constitution, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  delivered  his  inaugural  address  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  he  said  to  them,  and  through  them  to  the  coun- 
try and  to  mankind,  that — 

The  preservation  of  tJie  sacred  fire  of  lil)erty  un<l  the  dfstiuy  of  the  rcpubhcaii 
mcxiifl  of  jjovc-rtimctit  are  justlj^  conKiilerud,  ^xThtips,  as  tio'f>l\\  v^  finally^  staked  on 
the  experniient  intrusted  to  the  hands  of  the  Anierican  people. 

And  the  House  of  Representatives  answered  Washington  by  the  voice 
of  Madison: 

W'e  adore  the  Invisible  liiuid  which  has  led  t!ie  Anierican  people,  thronfifli  so  many 
ditTicuUies,  to  cherish  a  cr»ns€ioiis  resiKinsil>ility  for  the  de-stiny  of  republiCiiu  liberty. 

More  than  seventy-six  years  have  glided  away  since  these  words  were 
spoken;  the  United  States  have  passed  through  severer  trials  than  were 
foreseen;  and  now,  at  this  new  ejxjcli  in  onr  existence  as  one  nation,  with 
our  Union  purified  by  sorrows  and  strengthened  by  conflict  and  estab- 
lished Itv  the  virtue  of  the  people,  the  neatness  of  the  occasion  invites 
us  once  more  to  repeat  with  solenniity  the  pledges  of  our  fathers  to  hold 
ourselves  answerable  before  our  fellow- men  for  the  success  of  the  repub- 
hcati  form  of  goveniment.  Experience  has  proved  its  snfhcieucy  in  peace 
and  in  war;  it  has  vindicated  its  authority  through  dangers  and  afflictions, 
and  sudden  and  terrible  emergencies,  which  would  have  crushed  any  sys- 
tem that  had  tieen  less  flrmly  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  At  the 
inaugnratiou  of  Washington  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country  w^ere 
few  and  its  trade  w*as  repressed  by  hostile  regulations;  now  all  the  civi- 
li/.ed  nations  of  the  glolie  welcome  our  commerce,  and  their  governments 
profess  toward  us  amity.  Then  our  country  felt  its  way  hesitatingly 
along  an  untried  path,  with  States  s<:i  little  l^ound  together  by  rapid  means 
of  communication  as  to  be  hardly  known  to  one  another,  and  witli  historic 
traditions  extending  over  very  few  years;  now  iutercourse  Ijetween  the 
States  is  swift  and  intimate;  the  experience  of  centuries  lias  been  crowded 
into  a  few  generations,  and  has  created  an  intense,  indestructible  nation- 
ality. Then  our  jurisdiction  did  not  reach  l>eyond  the  inconvetiient 
boundaries  of  the  territory  w^hich  bad  achieved  independence;  now, 
through  cessions  of  lauds,  first  colonized  by  Spain  and  France,  the  country 
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has  acquired  a  more  complex  character,  and  has  for  its  natural  limits  the 
chain  of  lakes,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  on  the  east  and  the  west  tlie  two 
great  oceans.  Other  nations  were  wasted  by  ci\"il  wars  for  ages  before 
they  could  establish  for  tliemselves  the  necessar>^  degree  of  unit}';  the 
latent  conviction  tliat  our  form  of  government  is  the  best  ever  known  to 
the  world  has  enal>led  us  to  emerge  from  civil  war  within  four  years  with 
a  complete  vindication  of  the  constitutional  authority  of  llie  General  Gov- 
ernment and  with  our  local  Hberties  and  State  institutions  unimpaired. 

The  throngs  of  emigrants  that  cro\^  d  to  our  shores  are  witnesses  of  the 
confidence  of  all  peoples  in  our  permanence.  Here  is  the  great  laud  of 
free  labor,  where  industr>^  is  blessed  wnth  unexampled  rewards  and  the 
bread  of  the  workingmau  is  sweetened  b\'  the  consciousness  that  the  cause 
of  the  country  *  *  is  his  own  cause,  his  own  safety ,  his  own  dignity/ '  Here 
everyone  enjoys  the  free  use  of  his  faculties  and  the  choice  of  activity  as 
a  natural  right.  Here,  under  the  combined  influence  of  a  fniitful  soil, 
genial  climes,  and  happy  institutions,  jiopulation  has  increased  fifteen- 
fold  wnthin  a  century.  Here,  through  the  easy  development  of  bound- 
less resources,  wealth  has  increased  with  twofold  greater  ra^ndity  than 
nund)ers,  so  that  we  have  lK*come  sc*cure  against  11  le  financial  vicissitudes 
of  other  countries  and,  alike  in  business  and  in  opinion,  are  self-centered 
and  truly  iiuleiieudent.  Here  more  and  more  care  is  given  to  provide 
etlucation  for  everyone  born  on  our  soil.  Here  religion,  released  from 
political  connection  with  the  civil  government,  refuses  to  subser\^e  the 
craft  of  statesmen,  and  liecomes  in  its  independence  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  people.  Here  toleration  is  extended  to  every  opinion,  in  tlie  quiet 
certainty  that  tnitli  needs  only  a  fair  field  to  secure  the  victor^^  Here 
the  linnian  mind  goes  forth  unshackled  in  the  pursuit  of  science,  to  col- 
lect stores  of  knowledge  and  acquire  an  ever-increasing  mastery  over  the 
forces  of  nature*  Here  the  national  domain  is  offered  and  held  in  inil- 
hons  of  separate  freeholds,  so  that  our  fellow-citizens,  beyond  the  occu- 
pants of  any  other  part  of  the  earth,  constitute  in  reality  a  iDeople.  Here 
exists  the  democratic  form  of  goverimient;  and  that  form  of  government, 
by  the  confession  of  Euro]iean  statesmen,  "gives  a  ]iower  of  which  no 
other  form  is  capable,  because  it  incorpDrates  every  man  with  the  state 
and  arouses  everything  that  !>eloiigs  to  the  soul/ ^ 

Where  in  past  history  does  a  parallel  exist  to  the  ]>nblic  happiness 
which  is  within  the  reach  of  tlie  ixfople  of  the  United  States?  Where  in 
atiy  part  of  the  globe  can  institutions  be  foimd  so  suited  to  their  habits 
or  so  entitled  to  their  love  as  their  own  free  Constitution?  Every  one  of 
them,  then,  in  whatever  part  of  the  land  he  has  his  home,  must  wish  its 
perpetuity.  Who  of  them  will  not  now  acknowledge,  in  the  words  of 
Washington,  that  "every  step  by  which  the  ]i€Ople  of  the  United  States 
have  advanced  to  the  character  of  an  independent  nation  seems  to  have 
been  distiiiguished  by  some  token  of  providential  agency*?  Who  unll 
not  join  with  me  in  the  prayer  that  the  Invisible  Hand  which  has  led 
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us  through  the  clouds  that  gloomed  around  our  path  will  so  guide  us 
onward  to  a  perfect  restoration  of  fraternal  affection  that  we  of  this  day 
may  be  able  to  transmit  our  great  inheritance  of  State  governments  in 
all  their  rights,  of  the  General  Government  in  its  whole  constitutional 
vigor,  to  our  posterity,  and  they  to  theirs  through  countless  generations? 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  ir,  186^, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  report  of  this  date  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
papers  referred  to  therein,  concerning  the  Universal  Exposition  to  lje  held 
at  Paris  in  the  year  1867,  in  which  the  United  vStates  have  been  invited 
by  the  Government  of  France  to  take  part.  I  commend  the  subject  to 
your  early  and  favorable  consideration. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  13,  186^, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Lhiited  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i  ith  instant,  request- 
ing information  on  the  subject  of  a  decree  of  the  so-called  Emperor  of 
Mexico  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  14.,  186^, 
To  the  House  of  Represeyitatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  nth 
instant,  requesting  information  relative  to  a  so-called  decree  concerning 
the  reestablishment  of  slavery  or  peonage  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  18,  1865. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  third  section  of  the  act 
approved  March  3,  1865,  I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  the  accompanying  report  and  estimates  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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to  prevent  the  success  of  such  schemes,  I  transmit  a  report  from  tlie  Act- 
ing Secretary  of  State  aud  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  5,  1S66, 
To  ihe  Senate  0/  i he  Unikd  States: 

I  ha\'e  received  the  foUowiug  preamble  aud  resolution,  adopted  by  the 
Senate  on  the  21st  ultimo: 

Whereas  tlie  Constitution  declares  tliat  **in  nil  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused 
shall  enjoy  the  right  of  a  speedy  ami  public  trial  by  an  hiipartial  jur>'  of  the  Stale 
or  district  wlRrein  the  crime  shall  have  t>een  commiUed;  ^'  and 

Wliereas  se\'eral  months  hoive  elapsed  since  Jefferson  Davis,  late  presitletit  of  the 
so-calle«l  Confeclerate  States,  was  captured  and  confineil  for  acts  nolorioush^  done  by 
him  as  such,  which  acts,  if  duly  proved,  render  him  guiUy  of  treason  against  the 
United  States  and  hable  to  the  penalties  thereof;  and 

Whereas  hostilities  between  the  Ck>vernment  of  the  United  States  and  the  insur- 
gents have  ceaserl,  and  not  one  of  tlie  latter,  so  far  as  is  known  to  the  Senate,  is  now 
held  in  confinement  for  the  jiart  he  may  have  acted  in  the  reljellion  except  stiid 
Jefferson  Davis:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  IVeJsiilent  he  respectfully  requested,  if  cotnpatible  with  the  pub- 
lic safely,  to  inform  the  Senate  upon  what  charges  or  for  what  reasons  sai<l  JelTers<:ni 
Davis  is  still  held  in  confinement,  and  why  he  has  not  Ixien  put  upon  hii4  trial. 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  I  transmit  the  accompanying  reports  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Attorney-General,  and  at  the  ^ram^  lime 
invnte  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  that  portion  of  my  message  dated 
the  4th  day  of  December  last  wliicli  refers  to  Congress  the  questions 
connected  with  the  holding  of  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  wdthiii 
the  districts  where  their  authority  has  been  interrupted, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  yifiww^/T  5,  1S66, 
To  the  Il^tfse  of  /Representatives: 

In  con  1  pi  i  a  nee  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  1 8th  ultimo,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  steps  taken  l>y  the 
so-called  Emperor  of  Mexico  or  by  any  European  i>tnver  to  obtain  from 
the  United  States  a  recogiution  of  the  so-called  Empire  of  Mexico,  aud 
what  action  has  been  taken  in  the  premises  by  the  Govennnent  of  the 
I'nited  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Wasiusgton,  JattJiarv  10,  fS66, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
8th  instant,  asking  for  iufonnalion  in  regard  to  the  alleged  kidnaping  in 
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to  which  he  is  justly  entitled,  and,  by  means  of  his  labor,  make  himself 
a  useful  and  independent  member  in  the  community  in  which  he  has  a 
home. 

From  all  the  information  in  my  possession  and  from  that  which  I  have 
recently  derived  from  the  most  reliable  authority  I  am  induced  to  cherish 
the  belief  that  sectional  animosity  is  surely  and  rapidly  merging  itself 
into  a  spirit  of  nationality,  and  that  representation,  connected  with  a 
properly  adjusted  system  of  taxation,  will  result  in  a  harmonious  resto- 
ration of  the  relation  of*  the  States  to  the  National  Union. 

The  report  of  Carl  Schurz  is  herewith  transmitted,  as  requested  by  the 
Senate.  No  reports  from  the  Hon.  John  Covode  have  been  received  by 
the  President.  The  attention  of  the  Senate  is  inv-ited  to  the  accompany- 
ing report  from  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  who  recently  made  a  tour  of 
inspection  through  several  of  the  States  whose  inhabitants  participated 
in  the  rebellion.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  20,  186^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting 
that  the  President,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  service,  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  the  '  *  report  of  General  Howard  of  his  observations  of 
the  condition  of  the  seceded  States  and  the  operation  of  the  Freedmen*s 
Bureau  therein,**  I  have  to  state  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands  was  yesterday 
transmitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  as  required  by  the  third  section 
of  the  act  approved  March  3,  1865.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

To  the  Senate:  Washington,  December  21,  1865, 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  instant, 
respecting  the  occupation  by  the  French  troops  of  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico and  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  there,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  5,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  ultimo, 
requesting  information  in  regard  to  any  plans  to  induce  the  immigration 
of  dissatisfied  citizens  of  the  United  States  into  Mexico,  their  organiza- 
tion there  with  the  view  to  create  disturbances  in  the  United  States,  and 
especially  in  regard  to  the  plans  of  Dr.  William  M.  Gwin  and  M.  F. 
Maury,  and  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United  State 
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Executive  Mansion, /««//<ir)'  20,  1866. 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  l.  ^nited  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  herewith,  for  its  constitutional  action 
thereon,  the  treaties  with  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Indians  referred  to 
in  the  accompanying  communication  from  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Interior. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  y^iw//arrr  26,  1866, 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  instant, 
requesting  infonnation  in  regard  to  a  negotiation  for  the  transit  of 
United  States  troops  in  1861  through  Mexican  territor>',  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was 
accomixjnietl.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  26,  1866, 
To  tlie  Senate  of  tlie  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  l^etwecn  the  United  States  and  the  Empire  of  Japan 
for  the  reduction  of  import  duties,  which  was  signed  at  Yedo  the  28th 
of  January,  1864.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /rt:;///^n'  26,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  I  ^nited  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  \new  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  l^etween  the  Empire  of  Japan  and  the  Governments  of 
the  United  vStates,  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Holland,  providing  for  the 
payment  to  said  Governments  of  the  sum  of  $3,000,000  for  indemnities 
and  exi)enses,  which  was  signed  by  the  respective  parties  at  Yokohama 
on  the  22d  of  OctolK^r,  1S64.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, //?;///<? rr  26,  1866. 

To  tlie  Senate  of  the  I  -nited  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  17th  instant,  request- 
ing the  President  ' '  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  in  his  opinion  not 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  any  letters  from  Major-General 
Sheridan,  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Gulf,  or  from  any 
other  ofiicer  of  the  Department  of  Texas,  in  regard  to  the  present  condi- 
tion of  affairs  on  the  southeastern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  any  violation  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  army 
now  occui)ying  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,"  I  transmit  herewith 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  lx.'aring  date  the  24th  instant. 
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Concurring  in  his  opinion  that  the  publication  of  the  correspondence 
at  this  time  is  not  consistent  with  the  pubHc  interest,  the  papers  referred 
to  in  the  accompanying  report  are  for  the  present  withheld. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /<jjwwar>'  26,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  22d  instant,  requesting  the  communication  of  any  correspondence  or 
other  information  in  regard  to  a  demonstration  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia,  or  any  other  countr>',  in  honor  of  President 
Juarez,  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  State,  v\4th  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /awwrt'r)'  26,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th 
instant,  asking  for  information  in  regard  to  the  reported  surrender  of  the 
rebel  pirate  vessel  called  the  Shenandoah,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  jo,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Believing  that  the  commercial  interests  of  our  country  would  be  pro- 
moted by  a  formal  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Dominican 
Republic,  while  such  a  recognition  would  be  in  entire  conformity  with 
the  settled  policy  of  the  United  States,  I  have  with  that  view  nominated 
to  the  Senate  an  officer  of  the  same  grade  with  the  one  now  accredited  to 
the  Republic  of  Hayti;  and  I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made 
by  Congress  toward  providing  for  his  compensation. 

ANDREW  JOHNvSON. 

Washington,  February'  7,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  loth  ultimo,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  organization 
in  the  city  of  New  York  of  the  "Imperial  Mexican  Express  Company" 
under  a  grant  from  the  so-called  Emperor  of  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


378  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

Washington,  February  2,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  IJyiited  States: 

The  accompanying  correspondence  is  transmitted  to  the  Senate  in  com- 
pliance with  its  resolution  of  the  i6th  ultimo,  requesting  the  President, 
"if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  any  correspondence  which  may  have  taken  place  between  himself 
and  any  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  touching  the  holding  of  the 
civil  courts  of  the  United  vStates  in  the  insurrectionary  States  for  the  trial 
of  crimes  against  the  United  States.'* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  2,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  ultimo,  request- 
ing the  President,  "if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  late  report  of  Major-General 
Sherman  upon  the  condition  of  the  States  in  his  department,  in  which  he 
has  lately  made  a  tour  of  inspection,*'  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
communication,  dated  Decenil^er  22,  1865,  addressed  to  the  Headquarters 
of  the  Army  by  Major-General  Sherman,  commanding  the  Military  Divi- 
sion  of  the  Mississippi.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  p,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth 
ultimo,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States,  **if  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  the  House  any  report  or 
reixjrts  made  by  the  Judge- Ad v^ocate-General  or  any  other  oflBcer  of  the 
Government  as  to  the  grounds,  facts,  or  accusations  upon  which  Jefferson 
Davis,  Clement  C.  Clay,  jr.,  vStephen  R.  Mallor>',  and  David  L.  Yulee,  or 
either  of  them,  are  held  in  confinement,"  I  transmit  herewith  reports 
from  the  vSecretary  of  War  and  the  Attorney-General,  and  concur  in  the 
opinion  therein  expressed  that  the  publication  of  the  papers  called  for 
by  the  resolution  is  not  at  the  present  time  compatible  with  the  public 

"^^'^^^•^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  10,  1866. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  correspondence  betweeu 
the  vSecretary  of  vState  and  the  minister  of  France  accredited  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  also  other  pai)ers,  relative  to  a  proposed  international  con- 
ference at  Constantinople  U|X)n  the  subject  of  cholera. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  March  5,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  re- 
wards offered  by  the  Government  for  the  arrest  of  the  assassins  of  the 
late  President  Lincoln.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  5,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  U?uted  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
with  the  reports  of  the  assistant  commissioners  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 
made  since  December  i,  1865.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  6,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  of  January  and 
27th  of  February  last,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  provisional 
governors  of  States,  I  transmit  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  the  resolutions  were  referred. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  6,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
with  the  Utah,  Yampah-Ute,  Pah-Vant,  San-Pete-Ute,  Tim-p-nogs,  and 
Cum-um-bah  bands  of  the  Utah  Indians,  referred  to  in  the  accompan5dng 
papers  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  6,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  12  th 
of  January  last,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  provisional  govern- 
ments of  certain  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  6,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  271  li 
ultimo,  requesting  certain  information  in  relation  to  President  Benito 
Juarez,  of  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSOK 
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Washixgtox.  March  8,  1866, 
To  ihr  Senair  0/  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
2  f  St  ultimo  from  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado  to  the  Secre- 
tary' of  State,  with  the  memorial  to  which  it  refers,  relative  to  the  location 
of  the  Pacific  Railroad.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  12,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit,  for  your  consideration,  a  copy  of  two  communications  from 
the  minister  of  the  United  vStates  at  Paris,  in  regard  to  a  proposed  exhibi- 
tion of  fishery  and  water  culture,  to  be  held  at  Arcachon,  near  Bordeaux, 
ii.  France,  in  July  next.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  75,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  supposed  kidnaping  of  colored  persons  in  the  Southern 
States  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves  in  Cuba,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C.  March  ip,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  dated  Janu- 
ary 5,  1 866,  requesting  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  and  officers  in 
the  regular  and  volunteer  service  of  the  United  vStates,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  20,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Rrprcscfita fives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  I  ith  of  DecemlKT  last,  requesting  information  upon  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  vStatc  and  the  pajx^rs  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  21,  1866. 
To  the  Sefiaie  of  the  I  ^nited  Staies: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
made  with  the  (ireat  and  Little  Osage  Indians  on  the  29th  September, 
iSos.  together  with  the  acccmipanying  pajx^rs. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  March  21,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
made  with  the  Woll-pah-pe  tribe  of  Snake  Indians  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1865,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  26,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  ask- 
ing an  extension  of  time  for  the  completion  of  certain  railroads  in  said 

®^^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  jo,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
negotiated  with  the  Shawnee  Indians,  dated  March  i,  1866,  with  supple- 
mental article,  dated  March  14,  1866,  with  accompanying  communica- 
tions from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Connnissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  j^  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance 
with  the  Senate  resolution  of  the  7th  March,  1866,  respecting  the  im- 
provement of  the  Washington  City  Canal,  to  promote  the  health  of  the 
metropolis.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  j,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
the  22d  ultimo,  together  with  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Alabama,  asking  that  the  State  of  Alabama  may  be  allowed  to 
assume  and  pay  in  State  bonds  the  direct  tax  now  due  from  that  State 
to  the  United  States,  or  that  delay  of  payment  may  be  authorized  until 
the  State  can  by  the  sale  of  its  bonds  or  by  taxation  make  provision 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  indebtedness. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "that  it  is 
desirable  that  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the  other  Southern  States  should 
be  allowed  to  assume  and  pay  their  proportion  of  the  direct  taxes  now 
due,*'  and  therefore  recommend  the  necessary  legislation  by  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  April  /,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  relative  to  the  claim  on  this  Government  of  the 
owners  of  the  British  vessel  Magieienne,  and  recommend  an  appropriation 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claim,  pursuant  to  the  award  of  the  arbitrators. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  5,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  comminiications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury and  the  Postmaster- General,  suggesting  a  modification  of  the  oath 
of  office  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2, 1862.  I  fully 
concur  in  their  recommendation,  and  as  the  subject  pertains  to  the  effi- 
cient administration  of  the  revenue  and  postal  laws  in  the  Southern 
States  I  earnestly  commend  it  to  the  early  consideration  of  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  <5, 1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  supplemental 
article  to  the  Pottawatomie  treaty  of  Novemljer  15,  1 86 1,  concluded  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  together  with  the  accompanying  communications  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Conmiissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  7,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  vSecretary  of  the  Interior,  with 
the  accompanying  papers,  in  reference  to  grants  of  land  made  by  acts  of 
Congress  passed  in  the  years  1850,  1853,  and  1856  to  the  States  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  and  Louisiana,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads.  As  these  acts  will  expire  by  limitation  on 
the  nth  day  of  August.  1S66,  leaving  the  roads  for  whose  benefit  they 
were  conferred  in  an  unfinished  condition,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
time  within  which  they  may  l)c  completed  l)e  extended  for  a  period  of 

^'"-^  ^ ''''''''•  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  11,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in 
relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  at  New  York  of  the  steamship 
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Meteor,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State  and  the 
papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  April  ij,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
concluded  with  the  Bois  Forte  band  of  Cliippewa  Indians  on  the  7  th 
instant,  together  with  the  accompanying  communications  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  ij,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
loth  instant,  requesting  infonnation  in  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  American  citizens  in  the  fishing  grounds  adjacent  to  the  British  Prov- 
inces, I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  reso- 
lution  was  referred.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  20,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  8th  January',  1866, 1 
transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  19th 
instant,  covering  copies  of  the  correspondence  respecting  General  Orders, 
No.  17,*  issued  by  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  California,  and 
also  the  Attorney-General's  opinion  as  to  the  question  whether  the  order 
involves  a  breach  of  neutrality  toward  Mexico. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  20,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2d 
instant,  requesting  information  respecting  the  collection  of  the  remains 
of  officers  and  soldiers  killed  and  buried  on  the  various  battlefields  about 
Atlanta,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  on  the  subject  from  the  vSecretary 

^^  ^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦Instructing  commanders  on  the  southern  frontiers  within  the  Department  of  California  "to 
take  the  necessary  measures  to  preserve  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  the 
parties  engaged  in  the  existing  war  in  Mexico,  and  to  suffer  no  armed  parties  to  pass  the  frontier 
from  the  United  States,  nor  suffer  any  arms  or  munitions  of  war  to  be  sent  over  the  frontier  to 
either  belligerent,"  etc. 
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Washington,  April  /.  r^^fyfy 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  relative  to  the  claim  oti  this  Government  of  the 
owners  of  the  British  vessel  Mai(ia'ennt\  and  recommend  an  approprialion 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claim,  pursuant  to  the  award  of  the  arbitrators. 

ANDRiiW  JOHNSON. 

Br  Washington,  April  5,  1S66, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  commnnications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury and  the  Post  master- General,  suggesting  a  modification  of  the  oath 
of  office  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2, 1862.  I  fully 
concur  in  their  recommendation,  and  as  the  subject  pertains  to  the  effi- 
cient administration  of  the  revenue  and  postal  laws  m  tlie  Southern 
States  I  earnestly  commend  it  to  the  early  consideration  of  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

^"  WASHINGTt»N       1hrf7  A     rXAf* 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  supi»lcmental 
article  to  the  Pottawatomie  treaty  of  Novemljer  15,  1861,  conchided  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  together  with  the  accompanying  communications  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

^P  Washikgton,   D.  C.>  April  7,  {866. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with 
the  accompanying  papers,  in  reference  to  grants  of  land  made  by  acts  of 
Congress  passed  in  the  years  1850,  1853,  and  i«56  to  the  States  of  Mis- 
sissippi. Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  and  Louisiana,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads.  As  these  acts  will  expire  by  limitation  on 
the  nth  day  of  Atigust,  1866,  leading  the  roads  for  whose  benefit  they 
were  conferred  in  an  unfinished  condition,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
time  within  which  they  may  be  completed  lie  extended  for  a  [nrriod  of 
five  years.  ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

WASinNHTON,  AprU  f/,  iM6. 
Jo  the  Samte  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  iJie  Senate  of  the  a7th  ultimo,  in 
relation  to  the  sdziire  and  detention  at  New  York  of  the  stcamBhip 
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This  failure  may  to  some  extent  be  ascribed  to  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country  incident  to  the  recent  civil  war.  As  the  company  appear 
to  be  engaged  in  the  energetic  prosecution  of  their  work  and  manifest  a 
disposition  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  I  recommend  that 
the  time  for  the  completion  of  this  part  of  the  road  be  extended  and  that 
authority  be  given  for  the  issue  of  bonds  and  patents  on  account  of  the 
section  now  offered  for  acceptance  notwithstanding  such  failure,  should 
the  company  in  other  respects  be  thereunto  entitled. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  28,  1S66, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
this  day  concluded  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  of  Indians. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  jo,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
25th  instant,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  rebel  debt  known 
as  the  cotton  loan,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  2,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  which  it  will 
be  perceived  that  it  is  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  public  interests  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  report  made  by  General  Smith  and  the 
Hon.  James  T.  Brady  of  their  investigations  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  4.,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
5th  of  March,  1866,  requesting  the  names  of  persons  worth  more  than 
$20,000  to  whom  special  pardons  have  been  issued,  and  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  property  which  has  been  seized  as  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Government,  or  as  abandoned  property,  and  returned  to  those 
who  claimed  to  be  the  original  owners,  I  transmit  herewith  reports  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of 
M  P— vox,  VI— 25 
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Washington,  April  21,  1866. 
To  the  Scfiaie  0/ the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  of  this  date  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  covering  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers  in  rela- 
tion to  brevet  appointments  in  the  Regular  Army,  requested  in  the  Sen- 
ate's resolution  of  the  i8th  April,  1866. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  23,  1866. 
To  the  Sejiate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  which  was  signed  at  Tangier  on  the  31st  of  May  last 
between  the  United  States  and  other  powers  on  the  one  part  and  the 
Sultan  of  Morocco  on  the  other  part,  concerning  the  administration  and 
maintenance  of  a  light- house  on  Cape  Spartel. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  Ap9U  2j,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
1 6tli' instant,  requesting  infonnation  relative  to  the  proposed  evacuation 
of  Mexico  by  French  niilitar>'  forces,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary^ of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  24.,  1866. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  submit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the  accompany- 
ing comnuniication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  eastern  division. 

It  apixiars  that  the  company  were  required  to  complete  100  miles  of 
their  road  within  three  years  after  their  acceptance  of  the  conditions 
of  the  original  act  of  Congress.  This  i>eriod  expired  December  22, 1865. 
Sixty-two  miles  had  l)een  previously  accepted  by  the  Government.  Since 
that  date  an  additional  section  of  23  miles  has  been  completed.  Commis- 
sioners appointed  for  that  puqx)se  have  examined  and  reported  upon  it, 
and  an  application  has  lx:en  made  for  its  acceptance. 

The  failure  to  complete  100  miles  of  road  within  the  period  prescribed 
renders  it  questionable  whether  the  executive  officers  of  the  Government 
are  authorized  to  issue  the  lx)nds  and  patents  to  which  the  company  would 
be  entitled  if  this  as  well  as  the  other  requirements  of  the  act  had  been 
faithfuUv  observed. 
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This  failure  may  to  some  extent  be  ascribed  to  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country  incident  to  the  recent  civil  war.  As  the  company  appear 
to  be  engaged  in  the  energetic  prosecution  of  their  work  and  manifest  a 
disposition  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  I  recommend  that 
the  time  for  the  completion  of  this  part  of  the  road  be  extended  and  that 
authority  be  given  for  the  issue  of  bonds  and  patents  on  account  of  the 
section  now  ofFered  for  acceptance  notwithstanding  such  failure,  should 
the  company  in  other  respects  be  thereunto  entitled. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  28,  1S66. 
To  the  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
this  day  concluded  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  of  Indians. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  jo,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
25th  instant,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  rebel  debt  known 
as  the  cotton  loan,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  2,  1866. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  which  it  will 
be  perceived  that  it  is  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  public  interests  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  report  made  by  General  Smith  and  the 
Hon.  James  T.  Brady  of  their  investigations  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  /,  1866. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
5th  of  March,  1866,  requesting  the  names  of  persons  worth  more  than 
$20,000  to  whom  special  pardons  have  been  issued,  and  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  property  which  has  been  seized  as  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Government,  or  as  abandoned  property,  and  returned  to  those 
who  claimed  to  be  the  original  owners,  I  transmit  herewith  reports  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>%  the  Secretary  of 
M  P— vox,  VI— 25 
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War,  and  the  Attorney-General,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  amnesty 
proclamation  of  the  29th  of  May,  1865,  and  a  copy  of  the  warrants  issued 
in  cases  in  which  special  pardons  are  granted.  The  second,  third,  and 
fourth  conditions  of  the  warrant  prescribe  the  terms,  so  far  as  property  is 
concerned,  upon  which  all  such  pardons  are  granted  and  accepted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  4.,  1866. 
To  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Referring  to  my  message  of  the  12th  of  March  last,  communicating 
information  in  regard  to  a  proposed  exposition  of  fishery  and  water  cul- 
ture at  Arcachon,  in  France,  I  communicate  a  copy  of  another  dispatch 
from  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Paris  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  again  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  7,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  ultimo,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Benjamin  C.  Truman,  relative  to  the 
condition  of  the  Southern  people  and  the  States  in  which  the  rebellion 

^^^^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  p,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RcpreseJitatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  acting  charg<5  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Guaya- 
quil, in  the  RepubHc  of  Ecuador,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Republic  has  failed  to  pay  the  first  installment  of  the  award 
of  the  commissioners  imder  the  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  Ecuador  of  the  25th  November,  1862,  which  installment  was  due  on 
the  17th  of  Febriiar>'  last. 

As  debts  of  this  character  from  one  government  to  another  are  justly 
regarded  as  of  a  peculiarly  sacred  character,  and  as  further  diplomatic 
measures  are  not  in  this  instance  likely  to  be  successful,  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  other  proceedings  in  case  they  should  ultimately  prove  to 
be  indispensable  is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  10,  1866. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3d  instant, 
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requesting  information  concerning  discriminations  made  by  the  so-called 
Maximilian  Government  of  Mexico  against  American  commerce,  or  against 
commerce  from  particular  American  ports. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  11,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  that  part 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  instant 
which  calls  for  information  in  regard  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the  De- 
partment of  SUte.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  16, 1866. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  of  New  York,  relative  to  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  28th  of  January,  1864,  upon  the  subject  of  the  gift 
of  the  steamer  Vanderbilt  to  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  Washington,  May  17.  1866, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  communication  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  inclosing  one  from  the  Lieutenant-General,  relative  to  the 
necessity  for  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  the  Army. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  77,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  further  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  7th  instant,  calhng  for  information  in  regard  to  clerks  employed 
in  the  several  Executive  Departments,  I  transmit  herewith  reports  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Post- 
master-General. ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  22,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
7th  instant,  calling  for  information  in  respect  to  clerks  employed  in  the 
several  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  May  22,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  requesting  a  collation  of  the  provisions  in  reference  to  freedmen 
contained  in  the  amended  constitutions  of  the  Southern  States  and  in  the 
laws  of  those  States  passed  since  the  suppression  of  the  rebelhon,  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was 
referred.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  24,  1866. 
To  ttie  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Postmaster-General,  made  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
instant,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  proposed  mail  steamship 
service  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  ^5,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  2ist  instant,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the 
Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  jo,  1866. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

With  vsincere  regret  I  announce  to  Congress  that  Winfield  Scott,  late 
Lieutenant- General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  departed  this  life 
at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  29th  day  of  May  instant, 
at  1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  I  feel  w^ell  assured  that  Congress  will  share 
in  the  grief  of  the  nation  which  must  result  from  its  bereavement  of  a 
citizen  whose  high  fame  is  identified  with  the  military  history  of  the 
Republic.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  jo,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  conmiunication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  a  sup- 
plemental report  to  that  already  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  answer  to  its  resolution  of  the  21st  instant,  requesting  the  reports  of 
General  Steedman  and  others  in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  Bureau 
of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  June  5, 1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Vene- 
zuela on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  Government  of  that  Republic,  which  convention  was  signed  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties  at  the  city  of  Caracas  on  the  25th  of  April 

^^*'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /««^  p,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
communicating  the  information  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
Sioux  Indians  of  Minnesota  and  the  provisions  made  for  their  accom- 
modation in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  June  p,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  comphance  with  a  call  of  the  Senate,  as  expressed  in  a  resolution 
adopted  on  the  6th  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Visitors  to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  for  the  year  1866. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /7/«<?  11,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
loth  ultimo,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  June  11,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  inform  Congress  that  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  Georgia  of  the  loth  of  March  last  has  l)een  officially  com- 
municated to  me,  by  which  that  State  accepts  the  donation  of  lands  for 
the  benefit  of  colleges  for  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,  which  dona- 
tion was  provided  for  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  July,  1862,  and 
14th  of  April,  1864.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington, /«»^  ii,  1866. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  and  in\nte  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  copy  of  joint 
resolutions  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  requesting  a  suspension  of  the  collection  of  the  internal-revenue 
tax  due  from  that  State  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of 
August,  1861.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  fune  ij,  1866, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  nth 
instant,  requesting  information  concerning  the  pro\nsions  of  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  late  insurgent  States  on  the  subject  of  the  rebel  debt, 
so  called,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary-  of  State  and  the  docu- 
ment by  which  it  was  accompanied.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, /w«^  14,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  28th 
of  May,  requesting  information  as  to  what  progress  has  been  made  in  com- 
pleting the  maps  connected  with  the  boundar>'  sur\'ey  under  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  with  copies  of  any  correspondence  on  this  subject  not  here- 
tofore printed,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State  and  the 
documents  which  accompanied  it.  ANDREW  JOHNSON 


Washington,  fune  75,  1866, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  call- 
ing for  information  in  regard  to  the  departure  of  troops  from  Austria  to 
Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>-  of  State  and  the  docu- 
ments by  which  it  was  accompanied.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  fune  16,  1866, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  connnunicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, furnishing,  as  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  25th 
uhimo.  infonnation  touching  the  transactions  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Oovennnent  respecting  the  transportation,  settlement,  and  coloniza- 
tion  of  persons  of  the  African  race.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  June  18,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  nth 
instant,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  dispatch  of  military  forces 
from  Austria  for  service  in  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  on  the  subject.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C.June  20,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  2ist  ultimo,  requesting  information  as  to  the  collection  of  the  direct 
tax  in  the  States  whose  inhabitants  participated  in  the  rebellion,  I  trans- 
mit a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
by  a  report  from  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  Q.,June  22,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  submit  to  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  i8th  instant,  respecting  a  sub- 
mission to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  of  an  additional  article  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  report  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  had,  on  the  i6th  instant,  transmitted  to  the  governors 
of  the  several  States  certified  copies  of  the  joint  resolution  passed  on  the 
13th  instant,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Even  in  ordinary  times  any  question  of  amending  the  Constitution 
must  be  justly  regarded  as  of  paramount  importance.  This  importance 
is  at  the  present  time  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the  joint  resolution  was 
not  submitted  by  the  two  Houses  for  the  approval  of  the  President  and 
that  of  the  thirty-six  States  which  constitute  the  Union  eleven  are  ex- 
cluded from  representation  in  either  House  of  Congress,  although,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Texas,  they  have  been  entirely  restored  to  all  their 
functions  as  States  in  conformity  with  the  organic  law  of  the  land,  and 
have  appeared  at  the  national  capital  by  Senators  and  Representatives,  who 
have  applied  for  and  have  been  refused  admission  to  the  vacant  seats. 
Nor  have  the  sovereign  people  of  the  nation  been  afforded  an  op]X)rtunity 
of  expressing  their  views  upon  the  important  questions  which  the  amend- 
ment involves.  Grave  doubts,  therefore,  may  naturally  and  justly  arise 
as  to  whether  the  action  of  Congress  is  in  harmony  with  the  sentiments 
of  the  people,  and  whether  State  legislatures,  elected  without  reference  to 
such  an  issue,  should  be  called  upon  by  Congress  to  decide  respecting  the 
ratification  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
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Waiving  the  question  as  to  the  constitutional  validit>'  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  upon  the  joint  resolution  proposing  the  amendment  or 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  article  which  it  submits  through  the  executive  de- 
partment to  the  legislatures  of  the  States,  I  deem  it  proper  to  observe  that 
the  steps  taken  by  the  Secretar>'  of  State,  as  detailed  in  the  accompany- 
ing report,  are  to  be  considered  as  purely  ministerial,  and  in  no  sense 
whatever  committing  the  Executive  to  an  approval  or  a  recommendation 
of  the  amendment  to  the  State  legislatures  or  to  the  people.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  proper  appreciation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  as 
well  as  of  the  interests  of  national  order,  harmony,  and  union,  and  a  due 
deference  for  an  enlightened  public  judgment  may  at  this  time  well  sug- 
gest a  doubt  whether  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  ought  to  be 
proposed  by  Congress  and  pressed  upon  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
States  for  final  decision  until  after  the  admission  of  such  loyal  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  the  now  unrepresented  States  as  have  been  or  as 
may  hereafter  be  chosen  in  conformity  \nth  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  June  22, 1866, 
To  the  Scjiate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  further  answer  to  recent  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  emploj'ment  of 
European  trooj>s  in  Mexico,  I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
of  the  4th  of  this  month  addressed  to  the  Secretary-  of  State  by  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  June  22,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  R e/>re$enta tires: 

In  answer  to  a  resohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i8th 
instant,  calling  for  information  in  regard  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment 
in  Ireland  of  American  citizens.  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the 
Secretary-  of  State  on  the  subject.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington  Cit\\  June  2j,  1866. 

To  the  House  of  Ref^resentatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  rejx^rt  from  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Interior,  com- 
niiniicatiiii;  in  part  the  information  rccjuested  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Rei>resentatives  of  the  23d  of  April  last,  in  relation  to  appropriations 
and  exjx^nditures  connected  with  the  Indian  ser\-ice. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington.  D.  C.June  28,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
accompanying  copy  of  a  report  and  maps  prepared  by  a  board  of  exam- 
iners appointed  under  authority  of  the  joint  resolution  approved  June  i, 
1866,  **to  examine  a  site  for  a  fresh-water  basin  for  ironclad  vessels  of 
the  United  States  Navy. '  ^  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  CJune  28,  1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive 
Departments,  made  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  4th  instant,  requesting  information  as  to  whether  any 
of  the  civil  or  military  employees  of  the  Government  have  assisted  in  the 
rendition  of  public  honors  to  the  rebel  living  or  dead. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  July  7,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  accompailying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  trans- 
mitted to  the  Senate  in  compliance  with  its  resolution  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
calling  for  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the 
various  public  works  of  the  Government  in  each  State  and  Territory  of 
the  Union  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia  from  the  year  i860  to  the 
close  of  the  year  1865.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  CJuly  7,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
concluded  with  the  Seminole  Nation  of  Indians  on  the  21st  day  of  March, 
1866,  together  with  the  accompanying  communications  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  Q.,JuIy  7,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
concluded  with  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians  on  the  14th  day  of  June, 
1866,  together  with  the  accompanying  communications  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington, /«/>-  77,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yester- 
day, requesting  information  relative  to  proposed  international  movements 
in  connection  with  the  Paris  Universal  Exposition  for  the  reform  of  sys- 
tems of  coinage,  weights,  and  measures,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  July  77,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  report,  dated  12th  instant,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  compliance 
wnth  the  requirements  of  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the  United  States," 
approved  August  i8,  1856.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,////!'  20,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  certain  articles 

of  agreement  made  at  the  Delaware  Agency,  Kans.,  on  the  4th  instant 

between  the  United  States  and  the  Delaware  Indians. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


To  the  Senate:  Washington,  July  20^  1866, 

I  herewith  submit,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
negotiated  at  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  19th  instant,  between 
the  I'uited  States,  represented  by  Dennis  N.  Cooley,  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  Elijah  Sells,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the 
southern  su^K^r  in  tendency,  and  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Indians,  repre- 
sented by  its  delegates,  James  McDaniel,  Smith  Christie,  White  Catcher, 
L.  H.  Be!ige,  J.  B.  Jones,  and  Daniel  H.  Ross. 

The  distracted  condition  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  the  peculiar  rela- 
tion of  many  of  its  members  to  this  Goveniment  during  the  rebellion 
presented  almost  insui)erable  difficulties  to  treating  \\\\\\  them.  The 
treaty  now  submitted  is  a  result  of  protracted  negotiations.  Its  stipula- 
tions are,  it  is  l)elieved,  as  satisfactor>'  to  the  contracting  parties  and 
furnish  as  just  provisions  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  and  as  strong 
guaranties  for  the  maintenance  of  j)eaceful  relations  with  them  as  under 
^rcumstances  could  be  ex^xxted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  D.  Q.,Juiy  24,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  hereby  transmit,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
concluded  on  the  15th  of  November,  1865,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  confederate  tribes  and  bands  gf  Indians  of  middle  Oregon,  the  same 
being  amendatory  and  supplemental  to  the  treaty  with  said  Indians  of  the 
25th  of  June,  1855.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C.,/w/y  24,  1866. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

The  following  **  Joint  resolution,  restoring  Tennessee  to  her  relations 
in  the  Union,'*  was  last  evening  presented  for  my  approval: 

WTiereas  in  the  year  1861  the  government  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  seized 
upon  and  taken  possession  of  by  persons  in  hostihty  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  said  State,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  were  declared  to  be  in 
a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  said  State  government  can  only  be  restored  to  its  former  political  relations 
in  the  Union  by  the  consent  of  tlie  lawmaking  power  of  the  United  States;  and 

Wliereas  the  people  of  said  State  did,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1865,  by  a  large 
popular  vote,  adopt  and  ratify  a  constitution  of  government  whereby  slavery  was 
abolished  and  all  ordinances  and  laws  of  secession  and  debts  contracted  under  the 
same  were  declared  void;  and 

Whereas  a  State  government  has  been  organized  under  said  constitution  which  has 
ratified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  abolishing  slavery, 
also  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,  and  has  done  other  acts 
proclaiming  and  denoting  loyalty:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  State  of  Tennessee  is  hereby  restored  to  her  former 
proper  practical  relations  to  the  Union,  and  is  again  entitled  to  be  represented  by 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

The  preamble  simply  consists  of  statements,  some  of  which  are  as- 
sumed, while  the  resolution  is  merely  a  declaration  of  opinion.  It  com- 
prises no  legislation,  nor  does  it  confer  any  power  which  is  binding  upon 
the  respective  Houses,  the  Executive,  or  the  States.  It  does  not  admit  to 
their  seats  in  Congress  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  for,  notwithstanding  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  each 
House,  in  the  exercise  of  the  constitutional  right  to  judge  for  itself  of  the 
elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  members,  may,  at  its  discretion, 
admit  them  or  continue  to  exclude  them.  If  a  joint  resolution  of  this 
kind  were  necessary  and  binding  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  admission 
of  members  of  Congress,  it  would  happen,  in  the  event  of  a  veto  by  the 
Executive,  that  Senators  and  Representatives  could  only  be  admitted  to 
the  halls  of  legislation  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  each  of  the  Houses. 

Among  other  reasons  recited  in  the  preamble  for  the  declaration  con- 
tained in  the  resolution  is  the  ratification  by  the  State  government  of 
Tennessee  of  "the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
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abolishing  slaver>',  also  the  amendment  propased  by  the  Thirty-ninth 
Congress."  If,  as  is  also  declared  in  the  preamble,  **said  State  govern- 
ment can  only  be  restored  to  its  former  political  relations  in  the  Union  by 
the  consent  of  the  lawmaking  power  of  the  United  States,"  it  would 
really  vseem  to  follow  that  the  joint  resolution  which  at  this  late  day  has 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress  should  have  been  passed,  approved,  and 
placed  on  the  statute  books  before  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
was  submitted  to  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  for  ratification.  Otherwise 
the  inference  is  plainly  deducible  that  while,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
the  people  of  a  State  may  be  too  strongly  disloyal  to  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation, they  may  nevertheless,  during  the  suspension  of  their  **  former 
proper  practical  relations  to  the  Union,"  have  an  equally  potent  voice 
with  other  and  loyal  States  in  propositions  to  amend  the  Constitution, 
upon  which  so  essentially  depend  the  stability,  prosperity,  and  very 
existence  of  the  nation. 

A  brief  reference  to  my  annual  message  of  the  4th  of  December  last 
will  show  the  steps  taken  l)y  the  Executive  for  the  restoration  to  their 
constitutional  relations  to  the  Union  of  the  States  that  had  been  affected 
by  the  rebellion.  Upon  the  cessation  of  active  hostilities  provisional 
governors  were  appointed,  conventions  called,  governors  elected  by  the 
people,  legislatures  assembled,  and  Senators  and  Representatives  chosen 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  At  the  same  time  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  were  reopened,  the  blockade  removed,  the  custom-houses 
reestablished,  and  postal  operations  resumed.  The  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  abolishing  slavery  forever  within  the  limits  of  the  couiitrj" 
was  also  submitted  to  the  States,  and  they  were  thus  invited  to  and  did 
participate  in  its  ratification,  thus  exercising  the  highest  functions  per- 
taining to  a  State.  In  addition  nearly  all  of  these  States,  through  their 
conventions  and  legislatures,  had  adopted  and  ratified  constitutions  '*of 
govennnent  whereby  slavery  was  abolished  and  all  ordinances  and  law^s 
of  secession  and  debts  contracted  under  the  same  were  declared  void." 
So  far,  then,  the  political  existence  of  the  States  and  their  relations  to 
tlie  Federal  Government  had  been  fully  and  completely  recognijted  and 
acknowledged  by  the  executive  department  of  the  Government;  and  the 
completion  of  the  work  of  restoration,  which  had  progressed  so  favorably, 
was  submitted  to  Congress,  ujxDn  which  devolved  all  questions  pertaining 
to  the  admission  to  their  seats  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  chosen 
from  the  States  whose  people  had  engaged  in  the  rebellion. 

All  these  steps  had  l)een  taken  when,  on  the  4th  day  of  December, 
1S65,  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  assembled.  Nearly  eight  months  have 
elai)sed  since  that  time;  and  no  other  plan  of  restoration  having  been  pro- 
posed by  Congress  for  the  measures  instituted  by  the  Executive,  it  is  now 
declared,  in  the  joint  resolution  submitted  for  my  approval,  '*that  the 
*^*^nte  of  Tennessee  is  hereby  restored  to  her  former  proper  practical  rela- 
to  the  Union,  and  is  again  entitled  to  be  represented  by  Senators 
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and  Representatives  in  Congress.  * '  Thus,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  eight 
months,  Congress  proposes  to  pave  the  way  to  the  admission  to  repre- 
sentation of  one  of  the  eleven  States  whose  people  arrayed  themselves  in 
rebellion  against  the  constitutional  authority  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Earnestly  desiring  to  remove  every  cause  of  further  delay,  whether  real 
or  imaginary,  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  the  admission  to  seats  of  loyal 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  I  have,  not- 
withstanding the  anomalous  character  of  this  proceeding,  affixed  my  sig- 
nature to  the  resolution.  My  approval,  however,  is  not  to  be  construed 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  preliminary 
to  the  admission  of  duly  qualified  Representatives  from  any  of  the  States. 
Neither  is  it  to  be  considered  as  committing  me  to  all  the  statements 
made  in  the  preamble,  some  of  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  without  foun- 
dation in  fact,  especially  the  assertion  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  has 
ratified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  proposed 
by  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress.  No  official  notice  of  such  ratification  has 
been  received  by  the  Executive  or  filed  in  the  Department  of  State;  on  the 
contrary,  unofficial  information  from  the  most  reliable  sources  induces 
the  belief  that  the  amendment  has  not  yet  been  constitutionally  sanctioned 
by  the  legislature  of  Tennessee.  The  right  of  each  House  under  the 
Constitution  to  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its 
own  members  is  undoubted,  and  my  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  reso- 
lution could  not  in  the  slightest  degree  increase  or  diminish  the  authority 
in  this  respect  conferred  upon  the  two  branches  of  Congress. 

In  conclusion  I  can  not  too  earnestly  repeat  my  recommendation  for 
the  admission  of  Tennessee,  and  all  other  States,  to  a  fair  and  equal  par- 
ticipation in  national  legislation  when  they  present  themselves  in  the 
persons  of  loyal  Senators  and  Representatives  who  can  comply  with 
all  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  By  this  means 
harmony  and  reconciliation  will  be  effected,  the  practical  relations  of  all 
the  States  to  the  Federal  Government  reestablished,  and  the  work  of 
restoration,  inaugurated  upon  the  termination  of  the  war,  successfully 
completed.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  July  25,  1866, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  nominate  Lieutenant-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  to  be  General  of  the 

Army  of  the  United  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  July  26,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  two  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
23d  instant,  in  the  following  words,  respectively — 
Resolved^  That  the  House  of  Representatives  respectfully  request  the  President  of 
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the  United  States  to  urge  upon  lUe  Canadian  authorities,  and  also  the  British  Ck>v- 
ernment,  the  release  of  the  Fenian  prisoners  recently  captured  in  Canada; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  respectfully  request  the  President  to  cause  the  prose- 
cutions instituted  in  the  United  States  courts  against  the  Fenians  to  be  discontinued, 
if  compatible  with  the  public  interest— 

I  transmit  a  report  on  the  subject  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  documents  which  accompany  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


VETO  MESSAGES, 


Washington,  February  ip^  /S66. 

To  ihe  Senate  of  the  Untied  Slates: 

I  have  examined  with  care  the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate  and 
has  been  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
' '  An  act  to  estabhsh  a  bnrean  for  the  relief  of  freedmen  and  refugees, ' '  and 
for  other  purposes.  Ha\nng  with  nmch  regret  come  to  the  couchision  that 
it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  public  welfare  to  give  my  approval 
to  the  raeasiure,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate  with  my  objections  to  its 
becoming  a  law, 

I  might  call  to  mind  in  advance  of  these  objections  that  there  is  no  imme* 
diate  necessity  for  the  proposed  measure.  The  act  to  establish  a  bureau  for 
the  relief  of  freedmen  and  refugees,  which  was  approved  in  the  month  of 
March  last,  has  not  yet  expired.  It  was  thought  stringent  and  extensive 
enough  for  the  purpose  in  view  in  time  of  war.  Before  it  ceases  to  have 
effect  further  experience  may  assist  to  guide  us  to  a  wise  conclusion  as  to 
the  policy  to  be  adopted  in  time  of  peace, 

I  share  w^ith  Congress  the  strongest  desire  to  secure  to  the  freedmen  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  freedom  and  property  and  their  entire  independence 
and  equality  in  making  contracts  for  their  labor,  but  the  bill  before  me  con- 
tains provisions  which  in  my  opinion  are  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution 
and  are  not  well  suited  to  accomplish  the  end  in  ^dew% 

The  bill  proposes  to  establish  by  authority  of  Congress  military  jurisdic- 
tion over  all  parts  of  the  United  States  containing  refugees  and  freedmen. 
It  would  by  its  very  nature  apply  with  most  force  to  those  i^arts  of  the 
United  States  in  which  the  freedmen  most  abound,  and  it  expressly  extends 
the  existing  temporary  jurisdiction  of  the  Freedinen's  Bureau,  wnth  greatly 
enlarged  powers,  over  those  States  '*  in  which  the  ordinar>^  course  of  judi- 
cial proceedings  has  been  interrupted  by  the  rebellion/ '  The  source  from 
which  this  military  jurisdiction  is  to  emanate  is  none  other  than  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  acting  through  the  War  Department  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen 's  Bureau,  The  agents  to  carry  out  this 
miUtary  jmrisdiction  are  to  be  selected  either  from  the  Army  or  from  civil 
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life;  the  countn^  is  to  be  di\'ided  into  districts  and  subdistricts,  and  the 
iiuiuber  of  salaried  agents  to  l>e  employed  may  be  equal  to  the  miml>er  of 
counties  or  parishes  in  all  the  United  States  where  freedmen  and  refugees 
are  to  be  found. 

The  subjects  over  which  this  military  jurisdiction  is  to  extend  in  every 
part  of  the  United  Slates  include  protection  to  **all  employees,  agents, 
and  officers  of  this  bureau  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  imposed''  upon 
them  by  the  bill.  In  eleven  States  it  is  further  to  extend  over  all  cases 
affecting  freedmen  and  refugees  discriminated  against  * '  by  local  law\  cus- 
tom, or  prejudice/'  In  those  eleven  States  the  bill  subjects  any  white 
person  who  may  be  charged  with  depriving  a  freednmn  of  *  *  any  civil  rights 
or  imnmnities  belonging  to  white  persons"  to  imprisonment  or  fine, or 
both,  without,  however,  defining  the  "civil  rights  and  immunities" 
which  are  thus  to  be  secured  to  the  freedmen  by  military  law»  This  mil- 
itary jurisdiction  also  extends  to  all  questions  that  may  arise  respecting 
contracts.  The  agent  who  is  thus  to  exercise  the  office  of  a  military 
judge  may  l3e  a  stranger,  entirely  ignorant  of  llie  laws  of  the  place,  and 
exposed  to  the  errors  of  judgment  to  which  all  men  are  liable.  The  exer- 
cise of  powder  over  wdiich  there  is  no  legal  supervision  by  so  vast  a  num- 
ber of  agents  as  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  must,  by  the  very  nature  of 
man,  \y^  attended  by  acts  of  caprice^  injustice,  and  passion. 

The  trials  ha\4ng  their  origin  nnder  this  bill  are  to  take  place  with- 
out the  intervention  of  a  jury  and  without  any  lixed  rules  of  law  or 
e\ndence.  The  rules  on  w^hich  offenses  are  to  be  *  *  heard  and  detemiined*  * 
by  the  numerous  agents  are  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Presi- 
dent ,  through  the  War  Department,  shall  prescribe.  No  prei'ious  present- 
ment is  required  nor  any  indictment  charging  the  commission  of  a  crime 
against  the  laws;  but  the  trial  must  proceed  on  charges  and  specifica- 
tions. The  punishment  will  be,  not  what  the  law  declares,  but  such  as 
a  court-martial  may  think  proper;  and  from  these  arbitrar>^  tribunals 
there  lies  no  appeal,  no  wTit  of  error  to  any  of  the  courts  in  which  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  vests  exclusively  the  judicial  power  of 
the  country. 

While  the  territory  and  the  classes  of  actions  and  offenses  that  are 
made  subject  to  this  measure  are  so  extensive,  the  bill  itself,  should  it 
become  a  law%  will  have  no  hmitation  in  point  of  time,  but  will  form  a 
part  of  the  permanent  legislation  of  the  countr\\  I  can  not  reconcile 
a  system  of  military  jurisdiction  of  this  kind  with  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution w^hich  declare  that  '  *  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answ^er  for  a 
capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indict- 
ment of  a  grand  jur>\  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces, 
or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger,** 
and  that  "in  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right 
to  a  sjieedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  dis- 
trict wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed."     The  safeguards 
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which  the  experience  and  \nsdom  of  ages  taught  our  fathers  to  establish 
as  securities  for  the  protection  of  the  innocent,  the  punishment  of  the 
guilty,  and  the  equal  administration  of  justice  are  to  be  set  aside,  and 
for  the  sake  of  a  more  \ngorous  interposition  in  behalf  of  justice  we  are 
to  take  the  risks  of  the  many  acts  of  injustice  that  would  necessarily 
follow  from  an  almost  countless  number  of  agents  established  in  every 
parish  or  county  in  nearly  a  third  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  over  whose 
decisions  there  is  to  be  no  super\'ision  or  control  by  the  Federal  courts. 
The  power  that  would  be  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President  is 
such  as  ill  time  of  peace  certainly  ought  never  to  be  intrusted  to  any 
one  man. 

If  it  be  asked  whether  the  creation  of  such  a  tribunal  within  a  State  is 
warranted  as  a  measure  of  war,  the  question  immediately  presents  itself 
whether  we  are  still  engaged  in  war.  Let  us  not  unnecessarily  disturb 
the  commerce  and  credit  and  industry  of  the  countr>'  by  declaring  to  the 
American  ^^ople  and  to  the  world  that  the  United  States  are  still  in  a 
condition  of  civil  war.  At  present  there  is  no  part  of  our  country  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  United  States  is  disputed.  Offenses  that  may 
be  committed  by  indiWduals  should  not  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  rights  of 
whole  communities.  The  country  has  returned,  or  is  returning,  to  a 
state  of  peace  and  industry,  and  the  rebellion  is  in  fact  at  an  end.  The 
measure,  therefore,  seems  to  Ije  as  inconsistent  with  the  actual  condition 
of  the  country  as  it  is  at  variance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitea 
States, 

If,  passing  from  general  considerations,  we  examine  the  bill  in  detail, 
it  is  open  to  weighty  objections. 

In  time  of  war  it  was  eminently  proper  that  we  should  pronde  for  those 
who  were  passing  suddenly  from  a  condition  of  bondage  to  a  state  of  free- 
dom. But  this  bill  proposes  to  make  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  established 
by  the  act  of  1865  as  one  of  many  great  and  extraordinary  military  meas- 
ures to  suppress  a  formidable  rebellion,  a  permanent  branch  of  the  public 
administration,  with  its  powers  greatly  enlarged.  I  have  no  reason  to 
suppose,  and  I  do  not  understand  it  to  be  alleged,  that  the  act  of  March, 
1 865 ,  has  proved  deficient  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  passed,  although 
at  that  time  and  for  a  considerable  x>eriod  thereafter  the  Government  of 
the  ITnitcd  States  remained  unacknowledged  in  most  of  the  States  whose 
iiihal)itants  had  l)een  involved  in  the  rebellion.  The  institution  of  slavery, 
for  the  military  destruction  of  which  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  was  called 
into  existence  as  an  auxiliary,  has  l^en  already  effectually  and  finally 
abrogated  throughout  the  whole  country  by  an  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  practically  its  eradication  has  received 
the  assent  and  concurrence  of  most  of  those  States  in  which  it  at  any  time 
had  an  existence.  I  am  not,  therefore,  able  to  discern  in  the  condition  of 
the  country  anything  to  justify  an  apprehension  that  the  powers  and  agen- 
cies of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  which  were  effective  for  the  protection  of 
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reedmen  and  refugees  during  the  actual  continuance  of  hostilities  and 
of  African  servitude,  will  now,  in  a  time  of  peace  and  aftrr  the  abolition  of 
slaver>%  prove  inadequate  to  the  same  proper  ends.  If  I  am  correct  in 
these  views,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  the  enlargement  of  the  powers 
of  the  Bureau,  for  which  provision  is  made  in  the  bill. 

The  third  section  of  the  bill  authorizes  a  general  and  unlimited  grant 
of  support  to  the  destitute  and  suffering  refugees  and  freedmen,  their 
wives  and  children.  Succeeding  sections  make  provision  for  the  rent  or 
purchase  of  landed  estates  for  freedmen,  and  for  the  erection  for  their 
benefit  of  suitable  buildings  for  asylums  and  scli*3ols,  the  exjienses  to  be 
defrayed  from  the  Treasury'  of  the  whole  people.  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States  has  never  heretofore  thought  itself  empow^ered  to  establish 
asylums  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District  of  Colimibia,  except  for  the 
benefit  of  our  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors.  It  has  never  foimded  scIkx:)1s 
for  an\'  class  of  tair  own  people,  not  even  for  the  orphans  of  those  who 
have  fallen  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  hut  has  left  the  care  of  educa- 
tion to  the  much  more  comijetent  and  efiicient  control  of  tlie  States,  of 
communities,  of  private  associations,  and  of  individuals.  It  has  never 
deemed  itself  anlhorized  to  expend  the  public  money  for  the  rent  or  pur- 
chase uf  homes  for  llxe  thousands,  not  to  sxy  millions,  of  the  wdiite  race 
who  are  honestly  toiling  from  day  to  day  for  their  subsistence.  A  system 
for  the  support  of  indigent  persons  in  the  United  States  was  never  con- 
templated by  the  authors  of  the  Constitution;  nor  can  any  gcxxl  reason 
be  advanced  why»  as  a  permanent  establishment,  it  should  be  founded  for 
one  class  or  color  of  our  people  more  than  another.  Pending  the  %var 
many  refugees  and  freedmen  received  support  from  the  Government,  but 
it  was  never  intended  that  they  should  thenceforth  be  fed,  clothed,  edu- 
cated, atid  sheltered  by  the  United  States.  The  idea  on  wliich  the  slaves 
were  assisted  to  freedom  was  that  oti  Ijecoming  free  they  would  be  a  self- 
sustaining  population.  Any  legislation  that  shall  imply  that  they  are 
not  exi>ecled  to  attain  a  self-sustaining  ccjndition  must  have  a  tendency 
injurious  alike  to  their  character  and  their  prospects. 

The  appointment  of  an  agent  for  e\'ery  county  and  parish  will  create 
an  innnense  patronage,  and  the  expense  of  the  numerous  officers  and 
their  clerks,  to  lie  apix>inted  by  the  President,  will  be  great  in  the  begin- 
ning, w'ith  a  tendency  steadily  to  increase.  The  appropriations  asked 
by  the  Freedmen 's  Bureau  as  now  established,  for  tlie  year  1866,  amount 
to  $1  t,745,(XK:>.  It  may  be  safely  estimated  that  the  cost  to  l)e  incurred 
under  the  pending  bill  wnll  require  double  that  amount — more  than  the 
entire  sum  expended  in  any  one  year  under  the  Administration  of  the  sec- 
ond Adams.  If  the  presence  of  agents  in  ever>'  parish  and  county  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  war  measure,  opposition,  or  even  resistance,  might  be 
provoked;  so  that  to  give  effect  to  their  jurisdiction  tro<:>ps  w^ould  have  to 
be  stationed  within  reach  of  every  one  of  them,  and  thus  a  large  stand- 
ing force  be  rendered  necessar>\  Large  appropriations  would  therefor^^ 
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be  required  to  sustain  and  enforce  military  jurisdiction  in  ever>"  county  or 
parish  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Rio  Grande,  The  condition  of  our  fiscal 
affairs  is  encouraging,  but  in  order  to  sustain  the  present  measure  of 
public  confidence  it  is  necessary  that  we  practice  not  merely  customary 
econom>',  but,  as  far  as  possible,  severe  retrenchment. 

In  addition  to  the  objections  already  stated,  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill 
proposes  to  take  away  land  from  its  former  owners  w^ithotit  any  legal 
proceedings  V>eiug  first  had,  contrarv*  to  that  provision  of  the  Coustitu* 
tion  which  declares  that  no  person  shall  '*be  deprived  of  life,  liljerty,  or 
property  without  due  process  of  law."  It  does  not  appear  that  a  part 
of  the  lands  to  which  this  section  refers  may  not  be  owned  by  minors  or 
persons  of  unsound  mind,  or  by  those  w*ho  have  been  faithful  to  all  their 
obligations  as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  If  any  portion  of  the  land 
is  held  by  sncli  |:)ersons,  it  is  not  competent  for  any  authority  to  deprive 
them  of  it.  If,  on  the  other  baud,  it  l>e  found  that  the  property  is  liable 
to  confiscation,  even  then  it  can  not  l>e  appropriated  to  public  purposes 
until  by  due  process  of  law  it  shall  ha\-e  l^een  declared  forfeited  to  the 
Goveninient. 

There  is  still  further  objection  to  the  bill,  on  grounds  seriously  affect- 
ing the  class  of  persons  to  whom  it  is  designed  to  bring  rehef.  It  will 
tend  to  keep  the  mind  of  the  freedmau  in  a  state  of  uncertain  expectation 
and  restlessness,  while  to  those  among  whom  he  lives  it  will  be  a  source 
of  constant  and  vague  apprehension. 

Undoubtedly  the  freednian  should  l)e  protected,  but  he  should  be  pro- 
tected by  the  ci\il  authorities,  esi^ecially  by  the  exercise  of  all  the  consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  States. 
His  condition  is  not  so  exposed  as  may  at  first  be  imagined.  He  is  in  a 
ptirtiou  of  the  countr>^  where  his  lal>or  can  not  well  be  spared.  Compe- 
tition for  his  services  from  planters,  from  those  wdio  are  constuicting  or  ^ 
repairing  railroads,  and  from  capitalists  in  his  vncinage  or  from  othes^^| 
States  will  enable  him  to  command  almost  his  own  terms.  He  also^* 
possesses  a  perfect  right  to  change  his  place  of  abode,  and  if,  therefore, 
he  does  not  find  in  one  c<:>mmunity  or  State  a  mode  of  life  suited  to  his 
desires  or  proper  remuneration  for  his  labor,  he  can  move  to  another 
where  that  lalx>r  is  more  esteemed  and  better  rewarded.  In  truth,  how- 
ever, each  State,  induced  by  its  ow*n  w^ants  and  interests,  will  do  what  is 
necessar>^  and  proper  to  retain  within  its  borders  all  the  labor  tliat 
is  needed  for  the  development  of  its  resources.  The  laws  that  regtilate 
supply  and  demand  will  maintain  their  force,  and  the  wages  of  the 
laborer  will  be  regulated  thereby.  There  is  no  danger  that  the  exceed- 
ingly great  demand  for  labor  will  not  operate  in  favor  of  the  laborer. 

Neither  is  sufficient  consideration  given  to  the  ability  of  the  freedmen 
to  protect  and  take  care  of  themselves.  It  is  no  more  than  justice  to 
them  to  believe  that  as  they  have  received  tlieir  freedom  with  moderatiou 
prbearance,  so  they  will  distinguish  themselves  by  their  industry 
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and  thrift,  and  soon  show  tlie  work!  that  in  a  condition  of  freedom  they 
are  self-sustaining,  capal>le  of  selecting  their  own  employment  and  their 
own  places  of  abode,  of  insisting  for  themselves  on  a  proper  remunera* 
tioii,  and  of  establishing  and  maintaining  their  own  asylums  and  schools. 
It  is  eamesth^  hoped  that  instead  of  wasting  away  they  will  by  their 
own  efforts  establish  for  themselves  a  condition  of  respectability  and 
prosperity.  It  is  certain  that  they  can  attain  to  that  condition  only 
through  their  own  merits  and  exertions. 

In  this  connection  the  query^  presents  itself  whether  tlie  system  pro- 
,  posed  by  the  bill  will  not,  when  put  into  complete  operation,  practically 
transfer  the  entire  care,  sup|x:>rt,  and  control  of  4^000,000  emancipated 
slaves  to  agents,  overseers,  or  taskmasters,  w4io,  appointed  at  Wasliing- 
ton,  are  to  lie  located  in  every  county  and  parish  throughout  the  United 
States  containing  freedmen  and  refugees.  Such  a  s}'Stem  would  inevi- 
tably tend  to  a  concentration  of  power  \\\  the  Executive  which  would 
enable  him,  if  so  disjKJsed^  to  control  the  action  of  this  numerous  class 
and  use  them  for  the  attainment  of  his  own  political  ends. 

I  can  not  but  add  another  ver>'  grave  objection  to  this  bi lb  The  Con- 
stitution im|:»eratively  declares,  in  connection  with  taxation,  that  each 
State  ^hall  have  at  least  one  Representative,  and  fixes  the  rule  for  the 
number  to  wdiich,  in  future  times,  each  State  shall  be  entitled.  It  also 
provides  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two 
Senatorc  from  each  State,  and  adds  with  peculiar  force  *'that  no  State, 
without  its  consent »  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate. " 
The  original  act  was  necessarily  passed  in  the  absence  of  the  States 
chiefly  to  be  affected,  because  their  jxrople  were  then  contumaciously  en- 
gaged in  the  rebeUion.  Now  the  case  is  changed,  and  some,  at  least,  of 
those  States  are  attending  Congress  l>y  loyal  representatives,  soliciting 
the  allowance  of  the  constitutional  right  for  representation.  At  the 
time,  however,  of  the  consideration  and  the  passing  of  this  bill  there  was 
no  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress  from  the  eleven  States  which 
are  to  be  mainly  affected  by  its  provisions.  The  very  fact  that  reports 
were  and  are  made  against  the  good  disposition  of  the  people  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  countr>^  is  an  additional  reason  why  they  need  and  should 
have  representatives  of  their  own  in  Congress  to  explain  their  condition, 
reply  to  accusations,  and  assist  by  their  local  knowledge  in  the  perfect- 
ing of  measures  inunetiiately  affecting  themselves.  While  the  liberty  of 
deliberation  would  then  l>e  free  and  Cougress  would  have  full  power  to 
decide  according  to  its  judgment,  there  could  be  no  objection  urged  that 
the  States  most  interested  had  not  been  permitted  to  be  heard.  The 
principle  is  firmly  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  American  people  that  there 
should  be  no  taxation  \^nthout  representation.  Great  burdens  have  now 
to  be  borne  by  all  the  country,  and  we  may  best  demand  that  they  shall  be 
borne  without  muntuir  when  they  are  voted  by  a  majority  of  the  represent- 
atives of  all  the  people*     I  w*ould  not  interfere  with  the  unquestionable 
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right  of  Congress  to  judge,  each  House  for  itself,  **of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, and  ciualifications  of  its  own  members;'*  but  that  authority  can 
not  be  construed  as  including  the  right  to  shut  out  in  time  of  peace  any 
State  from  the  representation  to  which  it  is  entitled  by  the  Constitution. 
At  present  all  the  people  of  eleven  States  are  excluded — those  who  were 
most  faithful  during  the  war  not  less  than  others.  The  State  of  Tennes- 
see, for  instance,  whose  authorities  engaged  in  rel>ellion,  was  restored  to 
all  her  constitutional  relations  to  the  l^nion  by  the  patriotism  and  energ>" 
of  her  injured  and  betrayed  people.  Before  the  war  was  brought  to  a 
termination  they  had  placed  themselves  in  relations  with  the  General 
Goveniment,  had  established  a  vState  governmeut  of  their  own,  and.  as 
they  were  not  included  in  the  emancipation  proclamation,  they  by  their 
own  act  had  amended  their  const itittlon  so  as  to  abolish  slavery  within 
the  limits  of  their  State.  I  know  no  reason  why  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
for  example,  should  not  fully  enjoy  **all  her  constitutional  relations  to 
the  T Til ited  States.'* 

The  President  of  the  United  States  stands  toward  the  country  in  a 
somewhat  different  attitude  from  that  of  anj^  member  of  Congress,  Each 
member  of  Congress  is  chosen  from  a  single  district  or  State;  the  Presi- 
dent is  chosen  by  the  people  of  all  the  States.  As  eleven  States  are  not 
at  this  time  represented  in  either  branch  of  Congre.ss,  it  would  seem  to 
t>e  his  duty  on  all  proper  occasions  to  present  their  just  claims  to  Con- 
gress, There  always  will  be  differences  of  opinion  in  the  coninmnity, 
and  individuals  may  be  guilty  of  transgressions  of  the  law,  but  these  do 
not  constitute  valid  objections  against  the  right  of  a  State  to  representa- 
tion. I  would  in  no  \\*ise  interfere  with  the  di.scretion  of  Congress  with 
regard  to  the  qualifications  of  meml)ers;  but  I  hold  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend to  you,  in  th^  interests  of  peace  and  the  interests  of  union,  the 
admission  of  ever>^  State  to  its  share  in  public  legislation  when,  however 
insubordinate,  insurgent,  or  rebellious  its  people  may  have  been,  it  pre- 
sents itself,  not  only  in  an  attitude  of  loyalty  and  harmony,  but  in  the 
persons  of  representatives  whose  loyalty  can  not  be  questioned  imder  any 
existing  constitutional  or  legal  test.  It  is  plain  that  an  indefinite  or 
jXTUianent  exclusion  of  any  part  of  the  country'  from  representation  must 
lie  attended  by  a  spirit  of  disquiet  and  complaint.  It  is  unwise  and  dan- 
gerous to  pursue  a  course  of  measures  which  will  unite  a  ven'  large  sec- 
tion of  the  countr>^  against  another  section  of  the  country- ,  however  much 
the  latter  may  preponderate.  The  course  of  emigration,  the  develop* 
ment  of  industry  and  business,  and  natural  causes  will  raise  up  at  the 
South  men  as  devoted  to  the  Union  as  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  land; 
but  if  they  are  all  excluded  from  Congress,  if  in  a  j^ermanent  statute 
t!iey  are  declared  not  to  be  in  full  constitutional  relations  to  the  country, 
they  may  think  they  have  cause  to  become  a  unit  in  feeling  and  senti- 
jnent  against  the  Govennnent.  Under  the  political  education  of  the 
tjBerican  people  the  idea  is  inherent  and  ineradicable  that  the  consent 
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of  the  majority  of  tlie  ^\'hole  people  is  necessary  to  secure  a  willing  acqui- 
escence in  legislation. 

The  bill  under  consideration  refers  to  certain  of  the  States  as  though 
they  had  not  '*been  fully  restored  in  all  their  constitutional  relations  to 
the  United  States. "  If  they  have  not ,  let  lis  at  once  act  together  to  secure 
that  desirable  end  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary for  me  to  inform  Congress  that  in  my  own  judgment  most  of  those 
States,  so  far,  at  least,  as  depends  upon  their  own  action,  have  already 
liecn  fully  restored,  and  are  to  be  deemed  as  entitled  to  enjoy  their  con- 
stitutional rights  as  memljers  of  the  Union.  Reasoning  from  the  Consti- 
tution  itself  and  from  the  actual  situation  of  the  country,  I  feel  not  only 
entitled  but  bound  to  assume  that  with  the  Federal  courts  restored  and 
those  of  the  several  States  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  functions  the  rights 
and  interests  of  all  classes  of  people  will,  with  the  aid  of  the  military  in 
cases  of  resistance  to  the  laws,  be  essentially  jirotected  against  unconsti- 
tutional infringement  or  violation.  Should  this  expectation  unhappily 
fail,  which  I  do  not  anticipate,  then  the  Executive  is  already  fully  armed 
with  the  iK>wers  conferred  by  the  act  of  March,  1865,  establishing  the 
Freedmen*s  Bureau,  and  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  he  can  employ  the  land 
and  naval  forces  of  the  country  to  suppress  insurrection  or  to  overcome 
obstructions  to  the  laws. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  in 
the  earnest  hope  that  a  measure  involving  questions  and  interests  so 
important  to  the  country  will  not  become  a  law,  unless  upon  deliberate 
consideration  by  the  people  it  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  an  enlightened 
pubUc  judgment.  ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  D.  C\,  ilfarch  2j,  iS66. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Uniied  States: 

I  regret  that  the  bill,  which  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  protect  all  persons  in  the  United  States  in  their  civil 
rights  and  furnish  the  means  of  their  \'indication,"  contains  provisions 
which  I  can  not  approve  consisteutl}'  with  my  sense  of  duty  to  the  whole 
people  and  ray  obligations  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  therefore  constrained  to  return  it  to  the  Senate,  the  House  in  which 
it  originated,  with  my  objections  to  its  becoming  a  law. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  bill  all  persons  born  in  the  United  States 
and  not  subject  to  any  foreign  power,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  are 
declared  to  Ije  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  provision  comprehends 
the  Chinese  of  the  Pacific  States,  Indians  subject  to  taxation,  the  people 
called  gypsies,  as  well  as  the  entire  race  designated  as  blacks,  people  of 
color,  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  persons  of  African  blood.  Every  individual 
of  these  races  born  in  the  United  States  is  by  the  tiill  made  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.     It  does  not  purport  to  declare  or  confer  any  other  right 
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of  citizensliip  than  Federal  citizenship.  It  does  not  purport  to  give  tliese 
classes  of  persons  any  status  as  citizens  of  States^  except  that  which  may 
result  froni  their  status  as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  power  to 
confer  the  right  of  State  citizenship  is  just  as  exchisively  with  the  several 
States  as  the  power  to  confer  the  right  of  Federal  citizenship  is  with 
Congress. 

The  right  of  Federal  citizenship  thus  to  be  conferred  on  the  several 
excepted  races  before  mentioned  is  now  for  the  first  time  proposed  to  be 
given  hy  law.  If,  as  is  claimed  by  many,  all  ]>ersons  who  are  native 
lx>ni  already  are,  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  the  passage  of  the  pending  bill  can  not  lie  necessary  to  make 
them  such.  If.  cni  the  other  hand,  such  persons  are  not  citizens,  as  may 
l>e  assumed  from  the  proposed  legislation  to  make  tlicm  such,  the  grave 
question  presents  itself  whether,  when  eleven  of  the  tliirty-six  States 
are  unrepresented  in  Congress  at  the  present  time,  it  is  sound  pohcy  to 
make  our  entire  colored  ixjpulatioti  and  all  other  excepted  classes  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  Four  milHons  of  them  have  just  emerged 
from  slavery  into  freedom.  Can  it  be  rea.sonably  supposed  that  they 
possess  the  requisite  qualifications  to  entitle  them  to  all  the  privileges 
and  innnunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  Have  the  [>eople  of 
the  several  States  expressed  snch  a  conviction?  It  may  also  1ie  asked 
whether  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  declared  citizens  in  order 
that  they  may  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  civnl  rights  proposed 
to  be  conferred  by  the  bill.  Those  rights  are,  Ijy  Feileral  as  well  as 
State  laws,  secured  to  all  domiciled  aliens  and  foreigners,  even  Ijefore 
the  completion  of  the  process  of  naturalization;  and  it  may  safely  be 
assumed  that  the  same  enactinents  are  sufficient  to  give  like  protection 
and  benefits  to  those  for  whom  this  bill  provides  special  legislation. 
Besides,  the  policy  of  tlie  Government  from  its  origin  to  the  present 
time  seems  to  hnve  been  that  i>ersons  who  are  strangers  to  and  unfa- 
miliar with  our  institutions  and  our  laws  should  pass  through  a  certain 
probation,  at  the  end  of  which,  before  attaining  the  coveted  prize,  they 
mtist  give  evidence  of  their  fitness  to  receive  and  to  exercise  the  rights 
of  citizens  as  conteniplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
The  bill  in  eflFect  proposes  a  discrimination  against  large  numbers  of 
intelligeiU,  worthy,  and  patriotic  foretgners,  and  in  favor  of  the  negro, 
to  whom,  after  king  years  of  bondage,  the  avenues  to  freedom  and  in- 
telhgeuce  have  just  now  lieen  suddenly  opened.  He  must  of  necessity, 
from  his  preWous  nnfortimate  condition  of  sen-itnde,  l>e  less  informed 
as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  our  institutions  than  he  who,  coming 
from  abroad,  has,  to  some  extent  at  least,  familiarized  himself  wth  the 
principles  of  a  Govenunent  to  which  lie  voluntarily  intrusts  "life,  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.'*  Yet  it  is  now  proposed,  by  a  single 
legislative  enactment,  to  confer  the  rights  of  citizens  upon  all  persons 
of  African  descent  born  within  the  extended  limits  of  the  United  States. 
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while  persons  of  foreign  birth  who  make  our  land  their  home  must  mi- 
dergo  a  probation  of  five  years,  and  can  only  then  become  citizens  upon 
proof  that  they  are  ' '  of  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  well  disposed  to  the  good 
order  and  happiness  of  the  same* ' ' 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  also  contains  an  enumeration  of  the  rights 
to  be  enpyed  by  these  classes  so  made  citizens  **in  every  State  and 
Territory  in  the  United  States,*'  These  rights  are  *'to  make  and 
enforce  contracts:  to  sue,  l>e  parties,  and  give  evidence;  to  inherit,  pur- 
chase, lease,  sell,  hold,  and  convey  real  and  personal  property/*  and  to 
have  **  full  and  equal  benefit  of  all  laws  and  proceedings  for  the  security 
of  person  and  property  as  is  enjoyed  by  white  citizens/*  So,  too,  they 
are  made  subject  to  the  same  punishment »  pains,  and  penalties  in  com- 
mon with  white  citizens,  and  to  none  other.  Thus  a  perfect  equality  of 
the  white  and  colored  races  is  attempted  to  be  fixed  by  Federal  law  in 
ever>'  State  of  the  Union  over  the  vast  field  of  State  jurisdiction  covered 
by  these  enumerated  rights.  In  no  one  of  these  can  atiy  State  ever  exer- 
cise any  power  of  discrimination  !>etween  the  different  races.  In  the 
exercise  of  State  ixilicy  over  matters  exclusively  affecting  the  people  of 
each  State  it  has  frequently  been  thouglit  expedient  to  discriminate 
l)etween  the  two  races.  By  the  statutes  of  some  of  the  States,  Northern 
as  well  as  Southern,  it  is  enacted,  for  instance,  that  no  %vhite  person  shall 
intermarry  with  a  negro  or  mulatto.  Chancellor  Kent  says,  speaking  of 
the  blacks,  that— 

Marriages  between  them  and  the  whites  are  for!>idden  in  some  of  tlie  States  where 
slavery  does  not  exist,  and  they  are  prohibited  in  aU  tlie  slavehoMiii|^  States;  and 
when  not  absolutely  contrary  to  law,  tliey  are  revolting,  and  regarded  as  an  offense 
against  public  deconun. 

I  do  not  say  that  liiis  bill  repeals  State  laws  on  the  subject  of  marriage 
Ijelvveeii  the  two  races ^  for  as  the  whites  are  forbidden  to  intermarry 
with  the  blacks,  the  blacks  can  only  make  such  contracts  as  the  whites 
themselves  are  allowed  to  make,  and  therefore  can  not  utider  this  bill 
enter  into  the  marrias^e  contract  with  the  whites.  I  cite  this  discrimina- 
tion, however,  as  an  instance  of  the  State  i>ohcy  as  to  discrimination,  and 
to  inquire  whether  if  Congress  can  abrogate  all  State  laws  of  discrimina- 
tion between  the  two  races  in  the  matter  of  real  estate^  of  suits »  and  of 
contracts  generally  Congress  may  not  also  repeal  the  State  laws  as  to 
the  contract  of  marriage  between  the  two  races.  Hitherto  every  subject 
embraced  in  the  enumeration  of  rights  contained  in  this  bill  has  been 
considered  as  exclnsively  belonging  to  the  States.  They  all  relate  to  the 
internal  police  and  economy  of  the  respective  States,  They  are  matters 
which  in  each  State  concern  the  domestic  condition  of  its  people,  var>dng 
in  each  according  to  its  ou^i  peculiar  circumstances  and  the  safety  and 
well-being  of  its  own  citizens.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  upon  all  these 
subjects  there  are  not  Federal  restraints — as.  for  instance,  in  the  State  power 
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of  legislation  over  contracts  there  is  a  Federal  limitation  that  no  State  shall 
pass  a  law  impairing  the  obligations  of  contracts;  and,  as  to  crimes,  that 
no  State  shall  pass  an  rx  post  facto  law;  and,  as  to  money,  that  no  State 
shall  make  anything  bnt  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender;  but  where  can 
we  fnid  a  Federal  prohibition  against  the  power  of  any  State  to  discrimi- 
nate, as  do  most  of  them,  between  aliens  and  citizens,  l>etween  artificial 
persons,  called  corporations,  and  natnral  persuus,  in  the  right  to  hold  real 
estate?  If  it  l^e  granted  that  Congress  can  repeal  all  State  laws  discrimi- 
nating l>etweeii  whites  and  blacks  in  the  subjects  covered  by  this  bill, 
why,  it  may  be  asked,  may  not  Congress  repeal  in  the  same  way  all  State 
laws  discriminating  between  the  two  races  on  the  subjects  of  suffrage 
and  office?  If  Congress  can  declare  by  law  who  shall  hold  lands,  who 
shall  testify,  who  shall  have  capacit>'  to  make  a  contract  in  a  State,  then 
Congress  can  by  law"  also  declare  who,  without  regard  to  color  or  race, 
shall  have  the  right  to  sit  as  a  juror  or  as  a  judge,  to  hold  any  office, 
and,  finally,  to  vote  '*in  every  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States/* 
As  respects  the  Territories,  they  come  within  the  power  of  Congress,  for 
as  to  them  the  lawmaking  ]>ower  is  the  Federal  power;  but  as  to  the 
States  no  similar  provision  exists  vesting  in  Congress  the  power  ''to 
make  rules  and  regulations**  for  ihem. 

The  object  of  the  second  section  of  the  bill  is  to  afford  discriminating 
protection  to  colored  jxrrsous  iu  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  secured 
to  them  by  the  preceding  section.     It  declares — 

ThtU  any  person  who,  under  color  of  any  law,  slatute,  ordinance,  regulation,  or  cus- 
tom, shall  subject,  or  cause  to  be  subjecleil,  any  inhabitant  of  any  Stiite  or  Territory' 
to  tlie  deprivation  of  any  riglit  secured  or  protected  by  this  act,  or  to  different  punish* 
nient,  pains,  or  penalties  on  account  of  such  person  having  at  any  time  been  held  in 
a  condition  of  slavery  or  involuntary^  servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime 
whereof  tlie  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  or  by  reason  of  his  color  or  racci 
than  is  prescrit>ed  for  the  punishment  of  wliite  persons,  shall  be  deenieti  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  Ji,ooo,  or 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  botli,  in  the  discretion  of  tlie  court* 

This  section  seems  to  be  designed  to  apply  to  some  existing  or  future 
law  of  a  State  €»r  Territory  which  may  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  now*  inider  consi<leration .  It  provides  for  counteracting  snch  for- 
bidden legislation  by  imposing  fine  and  imprisonment  upon  the  legislators 
who  may  pass  snch  conflicting  laws,  or  upon  the  officers  or  agents  who 
shall  put  or  attempt  to  put  them  into  execution.  It  means  ati  official 
offetise,  not  a  common  crime  committed  against  law  upon  the  persons  or 
property  of  the  black  race.  Such  an  act  may  deprive  the  black  man  of 
his  property,  but  not  of  the  right  to  hold  property.  It  means  a  depriva- 
tion of  the  right  itself,  either  by  the  State  judiciary  or  the  State  legisla- 
ture. It  is  therefore  assumed  that  under  this  section  meml>ers  of  State 
legislatures  who  should  vote  for  laws  conflicting  with  the  pro\nsions  of 
the  bill,  that  judges  of  the  State  courts  who  should  render  judgments  in 
antagonism  with  its  terms,  and  that  marshals  and  sheriffs  who  should,  as 
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tninisterial  officers,  execute  processes  sanctioned  by  State  laws  and  issued 
by  State  judges  in  execution  of  their  judgments  could  be  brought  before 
other  tribunals  and  there  subjected  to  fine  and  imprisonment  for  the  per- 
fonuance  of  the  duties  which  such  State  laws  might  impose.  The  legis- 
lation thus  pro|X)sed  invades  the  judicial  |X)wer  of  the  State.  It  says  to 
every  State  court  or  judge,  If  you  decide  that  tliis  act  is  niiconstitutional; 
if  you  refuse,  under  the  prohibition  of  a  State  law,  to  allow  a  negro  to 
testify;  if  you  hold  that  over  such  a  subject-matter  the  State  law  is  para- 
mount, and  *'  under  color"  of  a  State  law^  refuse  the  exercise  of  the  right 
to  the  negro,  your  error  of  judgnientj  however  conscien lions,  shall  sub- 
ject you  to  fine  and  imprisounicnt.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  conflict- 
ing legislation  which  the  bill  seems  to  contemplate  is  so  likely  to  occnr 
as  to  render  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  adopt  a  measure  of  such  doubtful 
const  it  ntionahty. 

In  the  next  place,  this  provision  of  the  bill  seems  to  be  unnecessary,  as 
adequate  judicial  remedies  could  be  adopted  to  secure  the  desired  end 
without  invading  the  innnnuities  of  legislators,  always  inijDortant  to  be 
preserved  in  the  interest  of  public  lilK*rty;  without  assailing  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  judiciar>-,  aUvays  cssenUal  tu  the  preser\*ation  of  indi- 
vidual rights;  and  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  ministerial  officers, 
always  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  public  j>eace  and  order.  The 
remed}'  proposed  by  this  section  seems  to  be  in  this  respect  not  only 
anijmalous,  but  uncfmstitutional;  fur  the  Constitution  guarantees  nothing 
with  certainty  if  it  does  not  insure  to  the  several  States  the  right  of  mak- 
ing and  executing  law^s  in  regard  to  all  matters  arising  wdthin  their  juris- 
diction, subject  only  to  the  restriction  that  in  cases  of  conflict  with  the 
Constitution  and  constitutional  laws  of  the  United  States  the  latter  should 
be  held  to  be  the  stipreme  law^  of  the  land. 

The  third  section  gi%^es  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  exclu- 
sive **  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  offenses  cxnnnntted  against  tlie  pro- 
visions of  this  act,'*  and  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  I'nited  States  of  all  civil  and  criminal  cases  ** affecting  persons 
who  arc  denied  or  can  not  enforce  in  the  courts  or  judicial  tribmials  of 
the  State  or  locality  wdiere  they  may  be  any  of  the  riglits  secured  to 
them  by  the  first  section. ' '  The  construction  w^hich  I  have  given  to  the 
second  section  is  strengthened  by  this  third  section,  for  it  makes  clear 
wdiat  kind  of  denial  or  deprivation  of  the  rights  secured  by  the  first  sec- 
tion was  in  contemplation.  It  is  a  denial  or  deprivation  of  sticli  rights 
"in  the  courts  or  judicial  tribunals  of  the  State."  It  stands,  therefore^ 
clear  of  doubt  that  the  offense  and  the  penalties  provided  in  the  second 
section  are  intended  for  the  State  j  udge  wdio,  in  the  clear  exercise  of  his 
functions  as  a  judge,  not  acting  ministerially  but  judicially,  shall  decide  1 
coturary  to  this  Federal  law.  In  other  words,  when  a  State  judge,  act- 
ing ujTon  a  question  involving  a  conflict  betw^een  a  State  law  and  a  Fed- 
eral law,  and  bound,  according  to  his  own  judgment  and  responsibiHty, 
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to  give  an  impartial  decision  between  the  two,  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  State  law^  is  valid  and  the  Federal  law  is  invalicl,  he  nnist  not 
follow  the  dictate>s  of  his  own  judgment,  at  the  |>enl  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. The  legislative  department  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  tluis  takes  from  the  judicial  department  of  the  States  the  sacred 
and  exclusive  duty  of  judicial  decision,  and  converts  the  State  jndge  into 
a  mere  ministerial  officer,  Ixjund  to  decide  according  to  the  will  of  Congress. 
It  is  clear  that  in  States  which  deny  to  i>ersons  whose  rights  are  secured 
by  the  first  section  of  the  bill  any  one  of  those  rights  all  criminal  and 
ci\Tl  cases  affecting  them  will,  by  the  provisions  of  the  third  section^  come 
under  the  exclusive  cognizance  of  the  Federal  tribunals.  It  follows  that 
if,  in  any  State  which  denies  to  a  colored  perstJii  any  one  of  all  those 
rights,  that  {lerson  should  commit  a  crime  against  the  laws  of  a  State — 
murder,  arson,  rape,  or  any  other  crime — all  protection  and  punishment 
through  the  courts  of  the  State  are  taken  away,  and  he  can  only  be  tried 
and  punished  in  the  Federal  courts.  How  is  the  criminal  to  be  tried? 
If  the  offense  is  provided  for  and  punished  by  Federal  law\  that  law,  and 
not  the  State  law,  is  to  goveni.  It  is  only  when  the  offense  does  not 
hap]>en  to  be  within  the  purview  of  Federal  law  tliat  the  Feileral  courts 
are  to  try  and  punish  him  tinder  any  other  law.  Then  resort  is  to  be  had 
to  "the  common  law,  as  modified  and  changed  "  Ijv  Stale  legislation,  *'so 
far  as  the  same  is  not  inconsistent  witli  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,"  So  that  over  this  vast  domain  t>f  criminal  jurisprudence 
provided  by  each  State  for  the  protection  of  its  own  citizens  and  for  the 
punisliment  of  nil  |>ersuns  who  violate  its  criminal  laws,  Federal  law, 
whenever  it  can  l>e  made  to  apply,  displaces  State  law.  The  question 
here  naturally  arises,  from  what  source  Congress  derives  the  power  to 
transfer  to  Federal  tribunals  certain  claSvSes  of  cases  embraced  in  this  sec- 
tion. The  Constitution  expressly  declares  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  **  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made  or 
which  shall  be  made  under  their  autborit)^;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambas- 
sadors, other  public  ministers,  and  consuls;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall 
be  a  party;  to  controversies  between  two  or  more  States,  between  a  State 
and  citizens  of  another  State,  l>etween  citizens  of  chfferent  Stales,  between 
citi-zens  of  the  same  State  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  States^ 
and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citizens, 
or  subjects/'  Here  the  judicial  j>ower  of  the  United  States  is  expressly 
set  forth  and  defined;  and  the  act  of  Septemlx^r  24,  1789,  establishing  the 
judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  conferring  upon  the  Federal  courts 
juristliction  over  cases  originating  in  State  tribunals,  is  careful  to  confine 
them  to  the  classes  enumerated  in  the  alxjve-reciled  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution. This  section  of  the  bill  undoubtedly  comprehends  cases  and 
authorizes  the  exercise  of  powers  that  are  not,  by  the  Constitution,  within 
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the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  To  transfer  them  to 
those  courts  would  be  au  exercise  of  authority  well  calculated  to  excite 
distnist  an€l  alarm  on  the  part  of  all  the  States,  for  the  bill  applies  alike 
to  all  of  them — as  well  to  those  that  ha\'e  as  to  tliose  that  have  not  been 
engaged  in  rebellion. 

It  may  Ije  assumed  that  this  authority  is  incident  to  the  power  gratited 
to  Congress  by  the  Ctmstitution,  as  recently  amended,  to  enforce,  by  ap- 
propriate legislation,  the  article  declaring  that — 

Neither  slaver)'  tior  in%"oUuitar^'  seri'Hude*  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  lieeii  July  convicted,  shall  exist  within  llie  United  States  or  any 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

It  can  not,  liow^eveTp  be  justly  claimed  that*  with  a  view  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  article  of  the  Constitution,  there  is  at  present  an\^  necessity 
for  the  exercise  of  all  the  powers  which  this  bill  confers.  Slavery  has 
been  abolished » and  at  present  nowhere  exists  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States;  nor  has  there  been,  nor  is  it  likely  there  will  be.  any 
attempt  to  revive  it  b\'  the  people  or  the  States.  If,  however,  any  such 
attempt  shall  be  made,  it  will  then  become  the  duty  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment t<)  exercise  any  and  all  incidental  po%vers  necessary  and  proj>er 
to  maintaiit  inviolate  this  great  constitutional  law  of  freedom. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  provides  that  officers  and  agents  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau  shall  be  emjxjwered  to  make  arrests,  and  also  that 
other  officers  may  be  specially  com  missioned  for  that  purpfjse  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  It  also  authorii^es  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  and  the  snperior  comets  of  the  Territories  to  appoint,  without  limi- 
tation, commissioners,  who  are  to  l^e  charged  with  the  performance  of 
quasi  judicial  duties.  The  fifth  section  empowers  the  commissioners  so 
to  be  selected  by  the  courts  to  appoint  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  one 
or  more  suitable  j>ersons  from  tiine  to  time  to  execute  warrants  and  other 
processes  described  by  the  bill.  These  numerous  official  agents  are  made 
to  constitute  a  sort  of  police,  in  addition  to  the  military,  and  are  author- 
ized to  summon  a  posse  comiiatus^  and  even  to  call  to  their  aid  such  por- 
tion of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia, 
**as  may  be  necessary  to  the  ^>erforraance  of  the  duty  with  which  they 
are  charged."  This  extraordinary  pxjw^er  is  to  be  conferretl  upon  agents 
irresponsible  to  the  Government  and  to  the  people,  to  wiiose  number  the 
discretion  of  the  commissioners  is  the  only  limit,  and  in  whose-  hands 
such  authority  might  be  made  a  terrible  engine  of  wroug,  oppression, 
and  fraud.  The  general  statutes  regulating  the  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  the  militia,  and  the  execution  of  the  laws  are  believed 
to  be  adequate  for  every  emergency  w^hich  can  occur  in  time  of  peace.  If 
it  should  prove  otherwise,  Congress  can  at  any  time  amend  those  laws  in 
such  manner  as,  while  subserving  the  public  w^elfare,  not  to  jeopard  the 
rights,  interests,  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  a  fee  of  jpio  shall  be  paid  to  each 
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commissioner  in  every  case  brought  before  liim,  and  a  fee  of  $5  to  his 
deputy  ur  deputies  '*for  each  jierson  he  or  they  may  arrest  and  take  l>e- 
fore  any  such  commissioner/'  '*with  such  oUier  fees  as  may  lie  deemed 
reasonable  by  such  cummissioner, '  *  *  *  in  general  for  performing  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  required  in  the  premises/*  All  these  fees  are  to  be 
"paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  whether  there  is  a  con- 
viction  or  not:  but  in  case  of  conviction  they  are  to  l^e  recoverable  from 
the  defendant.  It  seems  to  me  that  under  the  influence  of  such  tempta- 
tions bad  men  might  convert  any  law,  however  beneficent,  into  an  iustrn- 
meut  of  persecution  aud  fraud. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  the  United  States  courts,  which  sit 
only  in  one  place  for  white  citizens,  must  migrate  with  the  marshal  and 
district  attorney  (and  necessarily  with  the  clerk,  although  he  is  not  men* 
tioued)  to  any  part  of  the  district  upon  the  order  of  the  President,  and 
there  hold  a  court,  *'for  the  purpose  of  the  more  speedy  arrest  and  trial 
of  jK^rsons  charged  with  a  violation  of  this  act;"  and  there  the  judge  and 
officers  of  the  coturt  nnist  remain,  upon  the  order  of  the  President,  **for 
the  time  therein  designated. ' ' 

The  ninth  section  autliorizes  the  President,  or  such  person  as  he  may 
empower  for  that  purpose,  **tn  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia,  as  shall  te  necessar}^  to  pre- 
vent the  violation  and  enforce  the  due  execution  of  this  act/'  This  lan- 
guage seems  to  imply  a  permanent  military  force,  that  is  to  be  alw^ays  at 
hand,  and  w'hose  onl^'  business  is  to  Ix^  the  euforcenient  of  this  measure 
over  the  vast  region  where  it  is  intended  to  ojjerate. 

I  do  not  projK>se  to  consider  the  pohcy  of  this  bilh  To  me  the  details 
of  the  Ivill  seem  fraught  with  evil.  The  white  race  and  the  black  race  of 
the  South  have  hitherto  Hved  together  under  the  rekition  of  master  and 
slave — capital  owning  lalx>r.  Now,  suddenly,  that  relation  is  clianged» 
and  as  to  ownership  capital  and  lalx>r  are  divorced.  They  stand  now 
each  uiaster  of  itst^lf.  In  this  new  relation,  one  l>eing  neceSvSary  to  the 
other,  there  will  be  a  new  adjustment,  which  both  are  deeply  interested 
in  making  harmouious.  Kach  has  equal  iwwer  in  settling  the  terms, 
and  if  left  to  tlie  laws  that  regulate  cai)ttal  aud  lalxir  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  they  will  satisfactorily  work  out  the  problem.  Capital,  it  is 
true,  has  more  intelligence,  but  labor  is  never  so  ignorant  as  not  to  under- 
stand its  own  interests,  not  to  know  its  own  value,  and  not  to  see  that 
capital  must  pay  that  value. 

This  bill  frustrates  this  adjustment.     It  intervenes  between  capital  and 

tlabor  and  attempts  to  settle  qoestioos  of  political  economy  through  the 

agency  of  numerous  officials  whose  interest  it  will  be  to  foment  discord 

between  the  tw^o  races,  for  as  the  breach  widens  their  employment  will 

continue,  aud  when  it  is  closed  their  occupation  will  terminate. 

In  all  our  history,  in  all  oiir  experience  as  a  people  living  under  Fed- 
eral and  State  law.  no  such  system  as  that  contemplated  by  the  details 
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of  tliis  bill  lias  ever  before  been  proposed  or  adopted.  They  establish 
for  the  security  of  the  colored  race  safeguards  which  go  infinitely  iK^'ond 
any  that  the  General  Government  has  ever  provided  for  the  white  race. 
In  fact,  tlie  distinction  of  race  and  color  is  by  the  bill  made  to  operate  in 
favor  of  the  colored  and  against  the  white  race.  They  interfere  with 
the  municipal  legislation  of  the  States,  with  the  relations  existing  exclu- 
sively between  a  State  and  its  citizens,  or  between  inhabitants  of  the  same 
State — au  absorption  and  assumption  of  power  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment which,  if  acquiesced  iu,  must  sap  and  destroy  our  federative  system 
of  limited  powers  and  break  down  the  barriers  which  preserce  the  rights 
of  the  States.  It  is  another  step,  or  rather  stride,  toward  ceutralization 
and  the  concentration  of  all  legislative  powers  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment. The  tendency  of  the  bill  must  Ixf  to  resuscitate  the  spirit  of  rebel- 
lion and  to  arrest  the  progress  of  those  influences  which  are  more  closely 
drawing  around  the  States  the  bonds  of  union  and  peace. 

My  lamented  predecessor,  in  his  proclamation  of  tlie  ist  of  January, 
1863,  ordered  and  declared  that  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  certain 
States  and  parts  of  States  therein  designated  were  and  thenceforward 
should  Ije  free;  and  further,  that  the  executive  government  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  military  and  naval  authorities  thereof,  would  rec- 
ognize and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such  persons.  This  guaranty  has 
been  rendered  es]iecially  obligatory  and  sacred  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  aljolishing  slavery-  throughout  the  United  States.  I  there- 
fore fully  recognize  the  obligation  to  protect  and  defend  that  class  of  our 
people  whenever  and  wlierever  it  shall  l>ecome  ncxessary,  and  to  the  full 
extent  compatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  say  that  I  will 
clieer fully  cooperate  with  Congress  in  any  measure  that  may  l)e  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  civil  rights  of  the  freednien,  as  well  as  those 
of  all  other  classes  of  persons  throughout  the  United  States,  by  judicial 
process,  under  efptal  and  impartial  laws,  in  conformity  with  the  provi* 
sions  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

I  now  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  regret  that  in  considering  the 
bills  and  joint  resolutions — forty-two  in  number — wliicli  have  Ixren  thus 
far  submitted  for  my  approval  I  am  compelled  to  vsithhoUl  my  assent 
from  a  second  measure  that  has  received  the  sanction  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  /j,  1S66. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  return  to  the  Senate,  in  which  House  it  originated,  the  bill,  which  has 
passed  l>oth  Houses  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Colorado  into  the  Union,  * '  with  my  objections  to  its  lx*coming 
a  law  at  this  time. 
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First.  From  the  best  information  \^'liic!i  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
I  do  not  consider  the  estabhshment  of  a  State  government  at  present 
necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  Colorado.  Under  the  exist- 
ing Territorial  government  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  interests  of  the 
citizens  are  protected  and  secured.  The  qitalified  voters  choose  their 
own  legislators  and  their  own  local  officers,  and  are  represented  in  Con- 
gress by  a  Delegate  of  their  own  selection.  They  make  and  execute  their 
own  municipal  laws,  subject  only  to  revision  by  Congress-^an  authority 
not  likely  to  l>e  exercised  unless  in  extreme  or  extraordinary  cases.  The 
population  is  small,  some  estimating  it  so  low  as  25,000,  while  advo- 
cates of  the  bill  reckon  the  numbt^r  at  from  35,000  to  40.000  souls.  The 
people  are  principally  recent  settlers,  manj'  of  tvhom  are  understood  to 
be  ready  for  removal  to  other  mining  districts  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Territory  if  circumstances  shall  render  them  more  inviting.  Such  a 
population  can  not  but  find  relief  from  excessive  taxation  if  the  Terri* 
tonal  system,  which  devolves  the  expenses  of  the  executive,  legislative, 
and  judicial  departments  upon  the  United  States,  is  for  the  present  con- 
tinued. They  can  not  but  find  the  security  of  person  and  property 
increased  by  their  reliance  upon  the  national  executive  power  for  the 
maintenance  of  law  and  order  against  the  disturbances  necessarily  incident 
to  all  newly  organized  communities. 

Second.  It  is  not  satisfactorily  established  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  Colorado  desire  or  are  prepared  for  an  exchange  of  a  Territorial  for  a 
State  governmeut.  In  September,  1864,  under  the  authority  of  Congress, 
an  election  w^as  lawfully  appointed  and  held  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  \news  of  the  people  upon  this  particular  question.  Six  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety-two  votes  were  cast,  and  of  this  numlx^r  a 
majority  of  3.152  was  given  against  the  proposed  change.  In  September, 
I S65,  without  any  legal  authority,  the  question  was  again  presented  to 
the  people  of  the  Tcrrilor>\  with  the  view^  of  obtaining  a  reconsideration 
of  the  result  of  the  election  held  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  21,  1H64.  At  this  second  election  5,905  votes  w^ere 
polled,  and  a  majorit>^  of  155  was  given  in  favor  of  a  State  organization. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  entirely  safe  to  receive  tliis,  the  last -mentioned, 
result,  so  irregularly  obtained,  as  sufficient  to  outweigh  the  one  which 
had  been  legally  obtained  in  the  first  election.  Regularity  and  conformity 
to  law  are  essential  to  the  prc.ser\'atiou  of  order  and  stable  government, 
and  shonkl,  as  far  as  practicable,  always  l3e  observed  in  the  formation  of 
new  States. 

Third.  The  admission  of  Colorado  at  this  time  as  a  State  into  the 
Federal  Union  appears  to  me  to  be  incompatible  %vith  the  public  interests 
of  the  country.  While  it  is  desirable  that  Territories,  when  sufficiently 
matured,  should  lie  organized  as  States,  yet  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
seems  to  require  that  there  should  be  an  approximation  toward  equality 
among  the  several  States  composing  the  Union.     No  State  can  have  less 
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or  more  tlian  two  Senators  in  Cong^rejis.  The  largest  State  has  a  pop- 
ulation of  4,000,000;  several  of  the  States  have  a  ixipulatioii  t*xceediiig 
2,000,000,  and  many  others  have  a  population  exceeding  1,000,000.  A 
population  of  127,000  is  the  ratio  of  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States » 

If  this  bill  should  become  a  law,  the  people  of  Colorado,  30,000  in 
ninnber,  would  have  in  the  House  of  Representative's  one  member,  while 
New  York.  %vith  a  iiopulaliou  of  4,000,000,  has  liut  thirty-one;  Colorado 
would  have  in  the  electoral  college  three  votes,  while  New^  York  has  only 
thirty- three;  Colorado  would  have  in  the  Senate  two  votes,  while  New 
York  has  no  more. 

Inequalities  of  this  character  have  already  occurred,  but  it  is  belie\'ed 
that  none  have  happened  where  the  inequality  was  so  great.  When  such 
iueijuality  has  l^een  allowed,  Congress  is  supix>sed  to  have  permitted  it  on 
the  ground  of  some  high  public  necessity  and  under  circnmetances  which 
promise* I  that  it  would  rapidly  disappear  I h rough  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  newly  admitted  State.  Thus,  in  regard  to  the  several  States 
in  what  was  formerly  called  the  "Northwest  Territory/'  lying  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  their  rapid  advancement  in  |>opulation  rendered  it  certain 
that  States  admitted  with  only  one  or  two  Representatives  in  Congress 
would  in  a  ver>^  short  period  be  entitled  to  a  great  increase  of  representa* 
lion.  So,  when  California  was  admitted,  on  the  ground  of  commercial 
and  political  exigencies,  it  was  well  foreseen  that  that  State  was  destined 
rapidly  to  become  a  great,  prosperous,  and  important  mining  and  cora- 
mercial  connnunity.  In  the  case  of  Colorado,  I  ain  not  aware  that  any 
national  exigency,  either  of  a  political  or  commercial  nature,  requires  a 
departure  from  the  law  of  equality  which  has  been  so  generally  adhered 
to  iu  our  history. 

If  information  submitted  in  connection  with  this  bill  is  rdiable,  Colo- 
rado, instead  of  increasing,  has  declined  iu  population.  At  an  election  for 
memlicrs  of  a  Territorial  legislature  held  in  1S61,  10,580  votes  were  cast; 
at  the  election  before  mentioned,  in  1864,  the  number  of  votes  cast  was 
6,192:  while  at  the  irregular  election  held  in  1865,  which  is  assumed  as  a 
basis  for  legislative  action  at  this  time,  the  aggregate  of  votes  was  5,905, 
Sincerely  auxious  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  every  Territory  and 
State,  as  well  as  for  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  whole  Uinon,  I 
regret  this  apparent  decUne  of  |x>pulation  in  Colorado;  but  it  is  maiufest 
diat  it  is  due  to  envigratton  which  is  going  on  from  that  Territory  into 
other  regions  within  the  United  States,  which  either  are  iu  fact  or  are 
believed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Colorado  to  be  richer  in  mineral  wealth 
and  agricultural  resources.  If,  however,  Colorado  has  not  really  declined 
in  population,  another  census  or  another  election  under  the  authority  of 
Congress  would  place  the  question  beyond  doubt,  and  cause  but  little 
delay  in  the  ultimate  admission  of  the  Territory  as  a  State  if  desired  ^ 
the  people* 
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The  tenor  of  these  objections  furnishes  the  reply  which  may  be  expected 
to  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  measure  derived  from  the  enabling^  act 
which  was  passed  by  Congress  on  the  2  ist  day  of  March,  1 864.  Althoug^h 
Congress  then  supposed  that  the  condition  of  the  Territory-  was  such  as 
to  warrant  its  admission  as  a  State,  the  result  of  two  years'  experience 
shows  that  ever>-  reason  which  existed  for  the  institution  of  a  Territorial 
instead  of  a  State  go\'emment  in  Colorado  at  its  first  organization  still 
continues  in  force. 

The  condition  of  the  Union  at  the  present  moment  is  calculated  to 
inspire  caution  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  new  States.  Eleven  of  the 
old  States  have  been  for  some  time,  and  still  remain,  unrepresented  in 
Congress.  It  is  a  common  interest  of  all  the  States,  as  well  those  rep- 
resented as  those  unrepresented,  that  the  integrity  and  harmony  of  the 
Union  should  be  restored  as  completely  as  possible,  so  that  all  those  who 
are  expected  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the  Federal  Government  shall  be  con- 
sulted concerning  the  admission  of  new  States;  and  that  in  the  meantime 
no  new  State  shall  be  prematurely  and  unnecessarily  admitted  to  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  political  power  which  the  Federal  Government  wields, 
not  for  the  benefit  of  any  individual  State  or  section,  but  for  the  common 
safety,  welfare,  and  happiness  of  the  whole  country. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  CJune  75,  1S66. 
To  (he  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  New  York  and  Montana  Iron 
Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company  to  purchase  a  certain  amount  of  the 
pu!)lic  lands  not  now  in  market"  is  herewith  returned  to  the  Senate,  in 
which  it  originated,  with  the  objections  which  induce  me  to  withhold  my 
approval. 

By  the  terms  of  this  bill  the  New  York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and 
Manufacturing  Company  are  authorized,  at  any  time  within  one  year 
after  the  date  of  approval,  \.o  preempt  two  tracts  of  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Montana,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  twenty  sections,  and  not 
included  in  any  Indian  reservation  or  in  any  Government  reservation  for 
military  or  other  purjx)ses.  Three  of  these  sections  may  be  selected  from 
lands  containing  iron  ore  and  coal,  and  the  remainder  from  timber  lands 
lying  near  thereto.  These  selections  are  to  be  made  under  regulations 
from  the  vSecretary  of  the  Interior  and  be  subject  to  his  approval.  The 
C()nij)any,  on  the  selection  of  the  lands,  may  acquire  immediate  posses- 
sion by  permanently  marking  their  boundaries  and  publishing  description 
thereof  in  any  two  newspapers  of  general  circulation  in  the  Territory 
of  Montana.  Patents  are  to  be  issued  on  the  performance,  within  two 
years,  of  the  following  conditions: 

First.  The  lands  to  l)e  surv'eyed  at  the  expense  of  the  company,  and 
each  tract  to  be  "as  nearly  in  a  square  form  as  may  be  practicable.'* 
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Second.  The  company  to  furnish  evidence  sattsfacton^  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  that  they  have  erected  and  ha\'e  in  operation  in  one 
or  more  places  on  said  lauds  iron  works  capable  of  raatiufacturing  at 
least  1,500  tons  of  iron  per  annum. 

Third.  The  company  to  have  paid  for  said  lands  the  minmmm  price 
of  $1.25  per  acre. 

It  is  also  provided  that  the  *' patents  shall  convey  no  title  to  any  min- 
eral lands  except  iron  and  coal,  or  to  any  lands  held  by  right  of  possession, 
or  by  any  other  title,  except  Indian  tiiie,  vahd  at  the  time  of  the  selection 
of  the  said  lands. '  *  The  company  are  to  liave  the  privileges  of  ordinary 
preemptors  and  Ise  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as  such  preemptors 
with  reference  to  wood  and  timber  on  the  lands,  with  the  exception  of  so 
much  as  may  be  necessarily  used  in  the  erection  of  buildings  and  in  the 
legitimate  business  of  manufacturing  iron. 

The  parties  upon  whom  these  privileges  are  conferred  are  designated 
in  the  bill  as  '*The  New  York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manufac- 
turing  Company.'*  Their  names  and  residence  not  being  disclosed,  it 
must  be  inferred  that  this  company  is  a  corporation » which,  under  color 
of  a>rpoiate  powers  derived  from  some  State  or  Territorial  legislative 
authority,  proposes  to  carry  on  the  business  of  mining  and  manufacturing 
iron,  and  to  accomplish  these  ends  seeks  tliis  grant  of  public  land  in 
Montana.  Two  questions  thus  arise,  viz,  whether  the  privileges  the  bill 
would  confer  should  be  granted  to  any  person  or  persons,  and,  secondly, 
whether,  if  unobjectionable  in  other  respects,  they  should  be  conferred 
upon  a  corporation. 

The  public  domain  is  a  national  tnist,  set  apart  and  held  for  the  gen- 
eral  welfare  upon  principles  of  equal  justice,  and  not  to  be  bestowed  as  a 
special  pri\dlege  upon  a  favored  class.  The  proj>er  rules  for  the  disposal 
of  public  land  have  from  the  earliest  period  been  the  subject  of  earnest 
inquir>%  grave  discussion,  and  deliberate  judgment.  The  purpose  of 
direct  revenue  was  the  first  object,  and  this  was  attained  by  public  sale 
to  the  highest  bidder^  and  subsequently  by  the  right  of  private  purchase 
at  a  fixed  minimum.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  surest  and  most 
speedy  means  of  promoting  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  countr>^  was 
by  encouraging  actual  settlement  and  occupation,  and  hence  a  system  of 
preemption  rights,  resulting  most  beneficially » in  all  the  Western  Territo- 
ries. By  progressive  steps  it  has  advanced  to  the  homestead  principle, 
securing  to  every  head  of  a  family,  widow,  and  single  man  21  years  of 
age  and  to  every  soldier  who  has  borne  arms  for  his  country  a  landed 
estate  sufficient,  \\dth  industr)%  for  the  purpose  of  independent  support. 

Without  tracing  the  system  of  preemption  laws  through  the  several 
stages^  it  is  sufficient  to  obsen^e  that  it  rests  upon  certain  just  and  plain 
principles,  firmly  established  in  all  our  legislation.  The  object  of  these 
laws  is  to  encourage  the  expansion  of  population  and  the  development 
of  agricultural  interests,  and  hence  they  have  been  inv^ariably  restrictei^ 
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to  settlers.  Actual  residence  and  cultivation  are  made  indispensable 
conditions;  and,  t(j  guard  the  privilege  from  abuses  of  speculation  or 
monopoly,  the  law  is  rigid  as  to  the  mode  of  establishing  claims  by  ade- 
quate testimony,  with  penalties  for  perjury.  Mining,  trading,  or  any 
pursuit  other  than  culture  of  the  soil  is  interdicted,  mineral  lands  lieing 
expressly  excluded  from  preemption  privileges,  excepting  those  contain- 
ing coal,  w^iicli,  in  quantities  not  exceeding  i6o  acres,  are  restrictetl  to 
individuals  in  actual  [Kjssession  and  commerce,  with  an  enhanced  mini- 
mum of  $20  per  acre. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  quantity  of  land  subject  to  agricultural 
preemption  has  been  limited  so  as  not  to  exceed  a  quarter  section,  or  160 
acres;  and,  still  further  to  guard  against  monopoly,  the  privilege  of  pre- 
emption is  not  allowed  to  any  person  who  owns  32a  acres  of  land  in  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  nor  is  any  person  eutitled  to  more 
than  one  preemptive  right,  nor  is  it  extended  to  lands  to  whicli  the  Indian 
usufruct  has  not  been  extinguished.  To  restrict  the  privilege  within 
reasonable  limits,  credit  to  the  ordinary  preeniptor  on  offered  land  is  not 
extended  beyond  tvi^elve  months,  within  which  time  the  minimum  price 
must  be  j>aid.  Where  the  settlement  is  upon  Jiuoffered  territor\',  the  time 
for  payment  is  limited  to  the  day  of  i)ublic  offering  designated  by  procla- 
mation of  the  President;  while,  to  prev^ent  depreciation  of  the  land  by 
waste  or  destruction  of  what  may  constitute  its  value,  penal  enactments 
have  been  made  for  the  punishment  of  persons  depredating  upon  public 
timber. 

Now,  supposing  the  New  York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manu- 
facturing Company  to  l>e  entitled  to  all  the  preemption  rights  which  it 
has  been  found  just  and  expedient  to  bestow  ui>on  natural  persons,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  pri\nleges  conferred  by  the  bill  in  question  are  in  direct 
conflict  with  every  principle  heretofore  observx-d  in  respect  to  the  disposal 
of  the  public  lands. 

Tlte  bill  confers  preemption  right  to  mineral  lands,  which,  excepting 
coal  lands,  at  an  enhanced  minimum,  have  heretofore,  as  a  general  prin- 
ciple, l»een  carefully  excluded  from  preemption.     The  object  of  the  com- 
pany is  not  to  cultivate  the  s*3i!  or  to  promote  agriculture,  but  is  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  mining  and  maiuifacturing  iron.     The  company  is  not       _ 
limited,  like  ordinary  preemptors,  to  one  preemptive  claim  of  a  qtiarteC^H 
section,  but  may  preempt  two  Ixxiies  of  land,  amounting  in  the  aggre-^^^ 
gate  to  twenty  sections,  containing  12,800  acres,  or  eighty  ordinary  in- 
dividual preemption  rights.      The  timter  is  not  protected,  but,  on  the 
contrar>^  is  devoted  to  speedy  destruction;  for  even  before  the  consum- 
mation of  title  the  company  are  allowe<l  to  consume  whatever  may  \yt 
necessar>^  in  the  erection  of  buildings  and  the  business  of  manufacturing 
iron.      For  these  special  pri\^leges,  in  contravention  of  the  land  policy 
of  so  many  years,  the  company  are  required  to  pay  only  the  minimum 
price  of  $1.25  per  acre,  or  one-sixteenth  of  the  established  minimum,  and 
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are  granted  a  credit  of  two  years,  or  twice  the  time  allowed  ordinary 
preeniptors  on  offered  lands. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  preemption  right  in  question  covers  three  sections 
of  land  containing  iron  ore  and  coal.  The  act  passed  on  the  ist  of  July, 
1864,  made  it  lawful  for  the  President  to  cause  tracts  embracing  coal  beds 
or  coal  fields  to  be  offered  at  public  sale  in  suitable  legal  subdivisions  to 
the  highest  bidder,  after  public  notice  of  not  less  than  three  months,  at 
a  minimum  price  of  $20  per  acre,  and  any  lauds  not  thus  chsposed  of  were 
thereafter  to  be  liable  to  private  entr>'at  said  minimum.  By  the  act  of 
March  3,  1865,  the  right  of  preemptiou  to  coal  lands  is  granted  to  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States  who  at  that  date  was  engaged  in  the  business 
of  coal  mining  on  the  public  domain  for  purposes  of  commerce;  and  he  is 
authorized  to  enter,  according  to  legal  subdivisions,  at  the  minimum  price 
of  $20  per  acre,  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  160  acres,  to  embrace 
his  improvements  and  mining  premises.  Under  these  acts  the  minimum 
price  of  three  sections  of  coal  lands  would  l^e  thirty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars  ($38,400). 

By  the  bill  now  in  question  these  .sections  containing  caai  and  iron  are 
bestowed  on  this  company  at  the  nominal  price  of  $1.25  per  acre,  or  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars  ( $2,400),  thus  making  a  gratuity  or  gift  to 
the  New  York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company 
of  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  ($36,(XX)). 

On  %vhat  ground  can  such  a  gratuity  to  this  company  be  justified »  espe- 
cially at  a  time  wlien  the  burdens  of  taxation  bear  so  heavily  upon  all 
classes  of  the  people? 

Less  than  two  years  ago  it  appears  to  have  been  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  Congress  that  tracts  of  land  containing  coal  lieds  or  coal  fields 
should  be  sold,  after  three  months'  notice,  to  the  bidder  at  public  auction 
who  would  give  the  highest  price  over  $20  i>er  acre,  and  that  a  citizen 
engaged  in  the  business  of  actual  coal  mining  on  the  public  domain 
should  only  secure  a  tract  of  160  acres,  at  private  entry,  upon  payment 
of  S20  per  acre  and  formal  and  satisfactory  proof  that  he  in  all  respects 
came  within  th^^  requirements  of  the  statute.  It  can  not  be  that  the  coal 
fields  of  Montana  have  depreciated  nearly  twenty  fold  in  value  since  July, 
1864.  So  complete  a  revolution  in  the  land  policy  as  is  manifested  by 
this  act  can  only  be  ascribed,  therefore,  to  an  inadvertence,  which  Con- 
gress will,  I  trust,  promptly  correct. 

Believing  that  the  preemption  policy — so  deliberately  adopted »  so  long 
practiced,  so  carefully  guarded  with  a  view  to  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  in  a  manner  that  would  promote  the  population  and  prosperity  of 
the  country — should  not  l>e  per\*erted  to  the  purposes  contemplated  hy 
this  bill,  I  would  l>e  constrained  to  withhold  my  sanction  even  if  this 
company  were,  as  natural  persons,  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  ordinary 
preemptors;  for  if  a  corporation,  as  the  name  and  the  absence  of  any  des- 
ignation of  individuals  w^ould  denote,  the  measure  before  me  is  liable  to 
another  fatal  objection. 
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Why  should  incorporated  companies  have  the  privileges  of  individual 
preemptors?  What  principle  of  justice  requires  such  a  policy?  Wliat 
motive  of  public  welfare  can  fail  to  condemn  it?  Lands  held  by  corpo- 
rations were  regarded  by  ancient  laws  as  held  in  mortmain,  or  by  "dead 
hand/*  and  from  the  time  of  Magna  Charta  corporations  required  the 
royal  license  to  hold  land,  because  such  holding  was  regarded  as  in  dero- 
gation of  public  policy  and  common  right.  Preemption  is  itself  a  special 
privilege,  only  authorized  by  its  supposed  public  benefit  in  promoting 
the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  x-acant  territory  and  in  rewarding  the 
enterprise  of  the  persons  upon  whom  the  privilege  is  bestowed.  *' Pre- 
emption rights/*  as  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
**are  founded  in  an  enlightened  public  policy,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
enterprise  of  our  citizens.  The  adventurous  pioneer,  who  is  found  in 
advance  of  our  settlements,  encounters  many  hardships,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  dangers  from  savage  incursions.  He  is  generally  poor»  and  it  is 
fit  that  his  enterprise  should  be  rewarded  by  the  pri\-ilege  of  purchasing 
the  spot  selected  by  him,  not  to  exceed  i6o  acres/* 

It  may  be  said  that  this  company,  before  they  obtain  a  patent,  must 
prove  that  within  two  years  they  * '  have  erected  and  have  in  operation 
in  one  or  more  places  on  the  said  lands  iron  works  with  a  capacity  for 
manufacturing  at  least  1,500  tons  of  iron  per  annum/*  On  the  other 
hand,  they  are  to  have  possession  for  two  years  of  more  than  i2»ooo 
acres  of  the  choice  laud  of  the  Territor\\  of  which  nearly  2,000  acres  are 
to  contain  Iran  ore  arid  coal  and  over  10,000  acres  to  be  of  tint  her  land 
selected  by  themselves.  They  will  thus  have  the  first  and  exclusive 
choice.  In  fact,  they  are  the  only  parties  who  at  this  time  would  ha\^ 
any  pri\"ilege  whatever  in  the  way  of  obtaining  titles  in  that  Territor>'. 
Inasmuch  as  Montana  has  not  yet  been  organized  into  a  land  district,  the 
general  preemption  laws  for  the  iDcnefit  of  individual  settlers  have  not  yet 
been  extended  to  that  country,  nor  has  a  single  acre  of  public  land  in  the 
Territory  yet  been  surveyed.  With  such  exclusive  and  extraordinary 
privileges,  how  many  companies  would  l>e  willing  to  undertake  furnaces 
that  would  produce  5  tons  per  day  in  much  less  time  than  two  years? 

It  is  plain  the  pretended  consideration  on  which  the  patent  is  to  issue 
bears  no  just  proportion  to  that  of  the  ordinar>^  preeniptor,  and  that  this 
bill  is  but  the  precursor  of  a  system  of  land  distribution  to  a  pri\ileged 
class,  unequal,  unjust,  and  which  ought  not  to  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  General  Government.  Many  thousand  pioneers  have  turned  their 
steps  to  the  W^estem  Territories,  seeking,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
homesteads  to  l:te  acquired  by  sturdy  industry  under  the  preemption  la^vs* 
On  their  arrival  they  should  not  find  the  timljered  lauds  and  the  tracts 
containing  iron  ore  and  coal  already  surveyed  and  claimed  by  corporate 
companies,  favored  by  the  special  legislation  of  Congress,  and  with  bound- 
aries fixed  even  in  advance  of  the  public  suneys — a  departure  from  the 
salutary  provision  requiring  a  settler  upon  unsurveyed  lands  to  hmit  the 
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boundaries  of  his  claim  to  the  hnes  of  the  pwbUc  survey  after  they  shall 
have  been  established.  He  receives  a  title  only  to  a  legal  subdivision, 
iucluding  his  residence  and  improvements.  The  suu'ey  of  the  company 
may  not  accord  with  that  which  will  hereafter  he  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment, while  the  patent  that  issues  will  be  descriptive  of  and  confer  a  title 
to  the  tract  as  sun^eyed  by  the  company. 

I  am  aware  of  no  precedent  for  granting  such  exclusive  rights  to  a 
manufacturing  company  for  a  nominal  consideration.  Congress  have 
made  concessions  to  railway  companies  of  alternate  sections  witliiu  given 
hmits  of  the  lines  of  their  roads.  This  policy  originated  in  the  belief 
that  the  facilities  afforded  by  reaching  the  parts  of  the  country  remote 
from  the  great  centers  of  population  would  ex]x.*dite  the  settlement  and 
sale  of  the  public  domain.  These  incidental  advantages  w^ere  secured 
without  pecuniar^'  loss  to  the  Government,  by  reason  of  the  enhanced 
value  of  the  reserved  sections,  which  are  held  at  the  double  nn*nimnm. 
Mining  and  manufacturing  companies,  however,  have  always  Ijeen  dis- 
tinguished from  public- improvement  corporations.  The  former  are,  in 
law  and  in  fact,  only  private  ass<x*iations  for  trade  and  business  on  indi- 
vidual account  and  for  personal  benefit.  Admitting  the  proiX)sitiou  that 
railroad  grants  can  stand  on  sound  principle » it  is  plain  that  such  can  not 
be  the  case  with  concessions  to  companies  like  that  contemplated  by  tins 
measure.  In  view  of  the  strong  temptation  to  monopolize  tlie  public 
lands,  with  the  pernicious  results,  it  would  seem  at  least  of  doubtful  ex- 
pediency to  lift  corporations  above  all  competition  with  actual  settlers  by 
authorizing  them  to  become  purcliasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Territories 
for  any  purpose,  and  particularly  when  clothed  with  the  special  benefits  of 
this  bill.  For  myself,  I  am  convinced  that  the  privileges  of  ordinary  pre- 
emptors  ought  not  to  Ije  extended  to  incorporated  companies. 

A  third  objection  may  be  mentioned,  as  it  exemplifies  the  spirit  in 
which  special  privileges  are  .sought  by  incorporated  companies. 

Land  suljject  to  Indian  occupancy  liasalwaysl»ecn  scrupulously  guarded 
by  law  from  preemption  settlement  or  encroachment  under  any  pretext 
until  the  Indian  title  should  be  extinguished.  In  the  fourth  section  of 
this  act,  however,  lands  held  by  *' Indian  title"  are  excepted  from  pro- 
hibition against  the  patent  to  be  issued  to  the  New  York  and  Montana 
Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  patent  ' '  shall  convey  no  title  to  any  mineral 
lands  except  iron  and  coal,  or  to  any  lands  held  by  right  of  ix)Ssessiou,  or  by 
any  other  title,  except  Indian  title,  valid  at  the  time  of  the  .selection  of  the 
said  lands.'*  It  will  be  seen  that  by  the  first  section  lands  in  "Indian 
reser\^ations  *  *  are  excluded  from  individual  preemption  right,  but  by  tlie 
fourth  section  the  patent  may  cover  any  Indian  title  except  a  reservatioti; 
so  that  no  matter  what  may  be  the  nature  of  the  Indian  title,  unless  it  be 
in  a  reser\^ation,  it  is  unprotected  from  the  pri\ilege  conceded  by  this  bill. 

Without  further  pursuing  the  subject,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate 


42  a  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

without  ray  signature,  and  with  the  following  as  prominent  objections  to 
its  bccoraing  a  law: 

First.  That  it  gi\^es  to  the  New  York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and 
Manufacturing  Company  preemption  privileges  to  iron  and  coal  lands  on 
a  large  scale  and  at  the  ordinary  miiiimuni^-a  privilege  denied  to  ordinary 
preemptors.  It  bestows  upon  the  conipany  large  tracts  of  coal  lands  at 
one-sixteenth  of  the  mininium  price  required  from  ordinary  preemptors. 
It  also  relieves  the  conipan>^  from  restrictions  imposed  upon  ordinary  pre* 
emptors  in  respect  t<.»  timbir  iamis;  allows  double  the  time  for  payment 
granted  to  preemptors  on  offered  lands;  and  these  privileges  are  for  pur- 
poses not  heretofore  authorized  by  the  preemption  laws,  but  for  trade  and 
manufacturing. 

Second.  Preemption  rights  on  such  a  scale  to  private  corporations  are 
unequal  and  hostile  to  the  pohcy  and  principles  whicli  sanctioTi  preemption 
laws. 

Third.  The  bill  allows  this  company  to  take  possession  of  land,  use  it» 
and  acquire  a  patent  thereto  before  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  and 
thus  violates  the  good  faith  of  the  Government  toward  the  alx>riginal 

^"^*^*  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,,/w/v  i6,  iS66, 
To  the  Hmne  of  Representatives: 

A  careful  examination  of  the  bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress entitled  "An  act  to  contiime  in  force  and  to  amend  *An  act  to 
establisli  a  liureau  for  the  relief  of  freedmen  and  refugees,  and  for  other 
purposes'"  has  convincefl  me  that  the  legislation  which  it  proposes 
would  not  be  consistent  with  the  welfare  i>f  the  country,  and  that  it  falls 
clearly  within  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  message  of  the  19th  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  retuniing,  without  my  signatiue.  a  similar  measure  wdiich 
originated  in  the  Senate.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  repeat  the  olijections 
w^hich  I  then  urged.  They  are  yet  fresh  in  your  recollection,  and  can 
be  readily  examined  as  a  part  of  the  records  of  one  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature.  Adhering  to  the  principles  set  forth  in  that  message,  I  now^ 
reaffirm  them  and  the  hne  of  polic>^  therein  indicated. 

The  only  ground  upon  which  this  kind  of  legislation  can  be  justified 
is  that  of  the  war-making  power.  The  act  of  which  this  bill  is  intended 
as  amendator>^  w^as  passed  during  the  existence  of  the  war.  By  its  own 
provisions  it  is  to  tenniuate  within  one  year  from  the  cessiition  of  hos- 
tihties  and  the  declaration  of  peace,  It  is  therefore  yet  in  existence, 
and  it  is  likely  that  it  will  continue  in  force  as  long  as  the  freedmen  may 
require  the  benefit  of  its  provisions.  It  will  certainly  remain  in  opera- 
tion as  a  law  until  some  months  subsequent  to  the  meeting  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  when,  if  experience  shall  make  evident  the  necessity 
of  additional  legislation,  the  two  Houses  will  have  ample  time  to  mature 
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and  pa5^  tlie  requisite  measures.  In  the  meantime  the  questions  arise, 
Why  should  this  war  measure  be  cootinued  beyond  the  pveriod  designated 
in  the  original  act,  and  why  in  time  of  fieace  should  mill  tan'  tribunals 
be  created  to  continue  until  each  *' State  shall  be  fully  restored  in  its 
constitutional  relations  to  the  Government  and  shall  be  duly  represented 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States"? 

It  was  manifest,  with  resj>ect  to  the  act  appro%^ed  March  3,  1865,  that 
prudence  and  wisdom  alike  required  that  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  con- 
cemiug  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  imninnities  and  rights  of  citizenship, 
as  well  as  the  protection  of  person  and  property,  should  be  conferred 
upou  some  tribunal  in  ever>'  State  or  district  where  the  ordinary  course  of 
jtidicial  proceedings  was  interrupted  by  the  rebellion,  and  until  the  same 
should  be  fully  restored.  At  that  time,  therefore,  an  urgent  necessity 
existed  for  the  passage  of  some  such  law.  Now,  liowever,  war  has  sub- 
stantially ceased;  the  ordinarj^  course  of  judicial  proceedings  is  no  longer 
interrupted;  the  courts,  both  State  and  Federal,  are  in  full,  complete,  and 
successful  operation,  and  through  them  ever\^  person,  regardless  of  race 
and  color,  is  entitled  to  and  can  be  heard.  The  protection  granted  to 
the  wliite  citizen  is  already  conferred  by  law  upou  the  freedman;  strong 
and  stringent  guards,  by  way  of  penalties  and  punishments,  are  thrown 
around  his  person  and  property,  and  it  is  believed  that  ample  protection 
will  be  afforded  him  by  due  process  of  law,  without  resort  to  the  danger- 
ous expedient  of  **  military  tribunals, '  *  now  that  the  war  has  been  brought 
to  a  close.  The  necessity  no  longer  existing  for  such  tribunals,  which 
had  their  origin  in  the  war.  grave  objections  to  their  continuance  must 
present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  all  reflecting  and  dispassionate  men. 
Independently  of  the  danger,  in  representative  republics,  of  conferring 
upon  the  military-,  in  time  of  peace,  extraordinary  powers— so  carefully 
guarded  against  by  the  jvat riots  and  statesmen  of  the  earlier  days  of  the 
Republic,  ^^  frequently  the  ruin  of  goveniraents  founded  upon  the  same 
free  principles,  and  subversive  of  the  rights  and  liljcrties  of  the  citizen— 
the  question  of  practical  economy  earnestly  conmiends  itself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  lawmaking  power.  With  an  immense  debt  already  bur- 
dening the  incomes  of  the  industrial  and  laboring  claases,  a  due  regard 
for  their  interests,  so  inseparalily  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try, should  prompt  us  to  rigid  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  influence 
us  to  abstain  from  all  legislation  that  would  mniecessarily  increase  the 
pubhc  indebtedness.  Tested  l)y  this  rule  c^f  sound  political  wisdom,  I 
can  see  no  reastm  for  the  estabhshmetit  of  the  **  military  jurisdiction''  con- 
ferred upon  the  officials  of  the  Bureau  by  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  bill. 

By  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  difTerent  States  competent 
comts,  Federal  and  State,  have  been  established  and  are  now  in  full  practi- 
cal operation.  By  means  of  these  ci\il  tribunals  ample  redress  is  afforded 
for  all  private  wrongs,  whether  to  the  person  or  the  pro|>erty  of  the  citizen, 
without  denial  or  unnecessary  delay.    They  are  open  to  all,  without  regap' 
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to  color  or  race.  I  feel  well  assured  that  it  will  be  better  to  trust  the  rights, 
privileges,  aud  immunities  of  the  citizen  to  tribunals  thus  established,  and 
presided  over  by  competent  and  imx>artial  judges,  bound  by  fixed  rules  of 
law  and  e%ddence,  and  where  tlie  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  guaranteed  and' 
secured,  tlian  to  the  caprice  or  judgment  of  an  officer  of  the  Bureau,  who 
it  is  possible  may  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  principles  that  underlie  the 
just  admiuistration  of  the  law.  There  is  danger,  too,  that  conflict  of  juris- 
diction  w411  frequently  arise  l^etweeti  the  civil  courts  and  these  luihtary 
tribunals,  each  having  concurrent  juristliction  over  the  person  and  the 
cause  of  action— ^t he  one  judicature  administered  and  controlled  by  ci\dl 
law,  the  other  by  the  miHtar>\  How  is  the  conflict  to  be  settled^  and  who 
is  to  determine  between  the  two  tribunals  when  it  arises?  In  my  opinion, 
it  is  wise  to  guard  against  such  conflict  by  lea\^ng  to  the  courts  and  juries 
the  protection  of  all  ci\dl  rights  and  the  redress  of  all  civil  grievances. 

The  fact  can  not  be  denied  that  since  the  actual  cessation  of  hostilities 
many  acts  of  violence,  such,  jierhaps,  as  had  never  been  witnessed  in  their 
pre\nous  history,  have  occurred  in  the  States  involved  in  the  recent  rebel- 
lion. I  hielieve,  however,  that  public  sentiment  will  sustain  me  in  the  as- 
sertion that  such  deeds  of  wrong  are  not  confnied  to  any  particular  vState 
orsection»but  are  manifested  over  the  entire  country,  demonstrating  that 
the  cause  that  produced  them  does  not  depend  upon  any  particular  locahty, 
but  is  the  result  of  the  agitation  and  derangement  incident  to  a  long  and 
bloody  civil  war.  While  the  prevalence  of  such  disorders  must  be  greatly' 
deplored,  tlieir  occasional  and  temporary  occurrence  ^vould  seem  to  furnish 
no  necessity  for  the  extension  of  the  Bureau  beyond  the  period  fixed  in 
the  original  act. 

Besides  the  objections  which  I  have  thus  briefly  stated,  I  may  urge 
upon  your  consideration  the  additional  reason  that  recent  developments 
in  regard  to  the  practical  operations  of  the  Bureau  in  many  of  the  States 
show  that  in  numerous  instances  it  is  used  by  its  agents  as  a  means  of 
promoting  their  individual  advantage,  and  that  the  freedmen  are  em- 
ployed for  the  advancement  of  the  personal  ends  of  the  officers  instead  of 
their  own  improvement  and  welfare,  thus  confirming  the  fears  originally 
eutertainetl  by  many  that  the  continuation  of  such  a  Bureau  for  any 
unnecessar>^  length  of  time  would  inevitably  result  in  fraud,  corruption, 
and  oppression.  It  is  propter  to  state  that  iii  cases  of  this  character 
investigations  have  been  promptly  ordered,  and  the  offender  punislied 
whenever  his  guilt  has  been  satisfactorily  estabhshed. 

As  another  reason  against  the  necessity  of  the  legislation  contemplated 
by  this  measure,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  "ci\il-rights  bill,"  now  a 
law  of  the  land,  and  which  will  be  faithfully  executed  so  long  as  it  shall 
remain  unrepealed  and  may  not  be  declared  unconstitutional  by  courts 
of  competent  jurisdiction.     By  that  act  it  is  enacted — 

That  all  persons  bom  in  the  United  States  and  not  subject  to  any  foreign  power, 
exduditig  Indians  not  taxed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
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and  sucli  cituens,  of  every  race  and  color,  without  regard  to  any  previous  condition 
of  slavery  or  involuntary  senitnde,  except  as  a  punishnient  for  crime  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted^  shall  have  the  same  right  in  e%'ery  State  and 
Territory  in  the  United  States  to  make  and  enforce  contracts;  to  sue,  be  parties, 
and  give  evidence;  to  inherit,  purchase,  lease,  sell,  hold,  and  convey  real  and  per- 
sonal property,  and  to  fu!l  and  equal  benefit  of  all  laws  and  proceedings  for  the 
security  of  person  and  property,  as  is  enjoyed  hy  white  citizens,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  like  punishmeni,  pains,  and  penalties,  and  to  none  other,  any  law,  statute »  ordi- 
nance,  regulation,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  act  full  protection  is  afforded  through  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States  to  all  persons  injured,  and  whose  pri\a- 
legeSi  as  thus  declared,  are  in  any  way  impaired;  and  heavy  penalties  are 
denounced  against  the  person  who  willfully  violates  tlie  law.  I  need  not 
state  that  that  law  did  not  receive  ray  approval;  yet  its  remedies  are  far 
more  preferable  than  those  proposed  in  the  present  bill — the  one  being 
civil  and  the  other  niilitar>\ 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill  herewith  returned  certain  proceedings 
by  which  the  lands  in  the  '"parishes  of  St,  Helena  and  St.  Luke,  South 
Carolina/'  were  sold  and  bid  in,  and  afterwards  disposed  of  by  the  tax 
commissioners,  are  ratified  and  confirmed-  By  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth, 
tenth  J  and  eleventh  sections  provisions  by  law  are  made  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  thus  acquired  to  a  particular  class  of  citizens.  While  the 
quieting  of  titles  is  deemed  ver>'  important  and  desirable,  the  discrimina- 
tion made  in  the  bill  seems  objectionable,  as  does  also  the  attempt  to 
confer  tipon  the  commissioners  judicial  powers  by  which  citizens  of  the 
United  States  are  to  be  deprived  of  their  property  in  a  mode  contrary  to 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  declares  that  no  person  shall 
"l)e  deprivei:!  of  life  Jiberty,  or  property  without  due  process  of  law/' 
As  a  general  principle,  such  legislation  is  unsafe,  tin  wise,  partial,  and  mi- 
constitutional.  It  may  deprive  persons  of  their  property  who  are  equally 
deserving  objects  of  the  nation's  bounty  as  those  whom  by  this  legisla- 
tion Congress  seeks  to  benefit.  The  title  to  the  land  thus  to  be  por- 
tioned out  to  a  favored  class  of  citizens  must  depend  upon  the  regularity 
of  the  tax  sales  under  the  law  as  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and 
no  sul>sequent  legislation  can  give  vahdity  to  the  right  thus  acquired  as 
against  the  original  claimants.  The  attention  of  Congress  is  therefore 
in\nted  to  a  more  mature  consideration  of  the  measures  proposed  in  these 
sections  of  the  bill. 

In  conclusion  I  again  urge  upon  Congress  the  danger  of  class  legis- 
lation, so  w^ell  calctdated  to  keep  the  public  mind  in  a  state  of  uncer- 
tain expectation,  disqnietj  and  restlessness  and  to  encourage  interested 
hopes  and  fears  that  the  National  Government  will  continue  to  furnish 
to  classes  of  citizens  in  the  several  States  means  for  support  and  mainte- 
nance regardless  of  whether  they  pursue  a  life  of  indolence  or  of  labor, 
and  regardless  also  of  the  constitutional  limitations  of  the  national  au- 
thority in  times  of  peace  and  tranquillity. 
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The  bill  is  herewith  returned  to  the  Hotise  of  Representatives,  in  which 


it  originated,  for  its  final  action. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  CJuly  28,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  return,  without  my  approval,  the  bill  entitled  ** An  act  erect- 
ing the  Territor>^  of  Montana  into  a  surveying  district,  and  for  other 
purposes. '  * 

The  bill  contains  four  sections,  the  first  of  which  erects  the  Territor>* 
into  a  sur\'eying  district  and  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  sur\'eyor- 
general;  the  second  constitutes  the  Territory  a  land  district;  the  third 
authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  register  and  receiver  for  said  district; 
and  the  fourth  requires  the  sun-^ey or- general  to — 

select  and  surv*ey  eighteen  alternate  odd  sections  of  nonmineral  timber  lands  within 
said  district  for  the  New  York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  lands  the  said 
company  shall  have  immediate  possession  of  on  the  payment  of  I1.25  per  acre,  and 
shall  have  a  patent  for  the  same  whenever,  within  two  years  after  their  selection, 
they  shall  have  furnished  evidence  salisfactorv'  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that 
they  have  erected  and  have  in  operation  on  the  said  lands  iron  works  with  a  capacity 
for  manufacturing  1,500  tons  of  iron  per  annum:  Provided^  That  the  said  lands  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States  in  case  the  above-mentioned  iron  works  be  not  erected 
witliin  the  specified  time:  And  provided ^  That  until  tlie  title  to  the  said  lands  shall 
have  been  perfected  the  timber  shall  not  be  cut  off  from  more  than  one  section  of 
the  said  lands. 

To  confer  the  special  privileges  specified  in  this  fourth  section  appears 
to  be  the  chief  object  of  the  bill,  the  proATsions  of  which  are  subject  to 
some  of  the  most  important  objections  that  induced  me  to  return  to  the 
Senate  with  my  disapproval  the  bill  entitled  **Au  act  to  enable  the  New 
York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Maiuifacturing  Company  to  purchase 
a  certain  amount  of  the  public  lands  not  now  in  market.*'  Tliat  bill 
authorized  the  same  corporation  to  select  and  sm-vey  in  the  Territory  of 
Montana,  in  square  fonn.  twenty-one  sections  of  land,  three  of  which  might 
contain  coal  and  iron  ore,  for  which  the  minimum  rate  of  $1.25  per  acre 
was  to  be  paid.  The  present  bill  omits  these  sections  of  mineral  lands, 
and  directs  the  surveyor-general  to  select  and  survey  the  timber  lands;  but 
it  contains  the  objectionable  feature  of  granting  to  a  private  raining  and 
manufacturing  corporation  exclusive  rights  and  priinleges  in  the  public 
domain  which  arc  by  law  denied  to  indi\iduals.  The  first  choice  of  tim- 
ber land  in  the  Territory  is  bestowed  upon  a  corporation  foreign  to  the 
Territor>^  and  over  which  Congress  has  no  control.  The  surv^eyor^general 
of  the  district,  a  public  officer  who  should  have  no  connection  with  any 
purchase  of  public  land,  is  made  the  agent  of  the  corp«:*ration  to  select  the 
land,  the  selections  to  be  made  in  the  absence  of  all  competition;  and  over 
1 1 ,000  acres  are  bestow^ed  at  the  lowest  price  of  public  lands.     It  is  by 
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no  means  certain  that  the  substitittion  of  alternate  sections  for  the  com- 
pact body  of  lands  conteni plated  by  the  other  \A\\  is  any  less  injixrious  to 
the  pubhc  interest,  for  alternate  sections  stripped  of  timber  are  not  likely 
to  enhance  tlie  value  of  those  reserved  by  the  Government.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  this  bill  bestows  a  large  monopoly  of  public  lands  withont  adequate 
consideration;  confers  a  right  and  privilege  in  quantity  equivalent  to 
seventy-two  preemption  rights;  intrtxluces  a  dangerous  system  of  pri%n- 
leges  to  private  trading  corpi:)rations;  and  is  an  unjust  discrimiuatiou  in 
favor  of  traders  and  s|>eculators  against  individual  settlers  and  pioneers 
who  are  seeking  homes  and  impro\nng  our  Western  Territories.  Such  a 
departure  from  the  long-established,  wise,  and  just  policy  wdiich  has  here- 
tofore governed  the  disposition  of  the  public  funds  [lands]  can  not  receive 
my  sanction.  The  objections  enumerated  apply  to  the  fourth  section  of 
the  bilh  The  first,  second,  and  third  sections,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  sur\'eyor-general,  register*  and  receiver,  are  unobjectionable  if 
any  necessity  requires  the  creation  of  these  offices  and  the  additional  ex- 
penses of  a  new  surveying  land  district.  But  they  appear  in  this  instance 
to  be  only  needed  as  a  part  of  the  niachiner>^  to  enable  the  **  New  York 
and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company''  to  secure  these 
privileges;  for  I  am  informed  by  the  proj>er  Department,  in  a  coramnui- 
cation  hereto  annexed,  that  there  is  no  puTjlic  necessity  for  a  surv'eyor- 
general,  register,  or  receiver  in  Montana  Territory,  since  it  forms  part  of 
an  existing  sur\^eying  and  laud  district,  wherein  the  public  business  is, 
under  present  laws,  transacted  with  adequate  facility,  so  that  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  sections  would  occasion  needless 
expense  to  tlie  General  Govemment.  ANDREW  JOHNSON, 
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Anbrbw  Johnson,  President  of  thk  United  States  of  America, 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

An  exequatur,  bearing  date  the  13th  day  of  October,  1864,  having  been 
issued  to  Ksteban  Rogers,  recognizing  him  as  consul  cui  interim  of  the 
Republic  of  Chile  for  the  p<jrt  of  New^  York  and  its  dependencies  and 
declaring  him  free  to  exercise  and  enjoy  such  functions,  powers,  and  privi- 
leges as  are  allowed  to  consuls  by  the  law  of  nations  or  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  vStates  and  existing  treaty  stipulations  betw^een  the  Govern- 
ment of  Chile  and  the  United  States;  but  as  it  is  deemed  advisable  that 
the  said  Esteban  Rogers  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  said  functions,  powers^  and  pri\nleges: 

These  are  therefore  to  declare  that  I  no  longer  recognize  the  sai^* 
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The  bill  is  herewith  returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
it  originated,  for  its  final  action.  ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  D.  Q,,July  28,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Rep  re  sen  tat h^es: 

I  herewith  return,  without  my  approval,  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  erect- 
ing the  Territory  of  Montana  into  a  surv^e^'ing  district,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

The  bill  contains  four  sections,  the  first  of  which  erects  the  Territor>' 
into  a  sur\*eying  district  atid  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor- 
general;  the  second  constitutes  the  Territor>'  a  land  district;  the  third 
authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  register  and  receiver  for  said  district; 
and  the  fourth  requires  the  surveyor-general  to — 

select  and  survey  eighteen  alternate  odd  sections  of  noTunineral  tinjl)er  lands  within 
said  district  for  the  New  York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Mannfacturiug  Com- 
pany, incorporated  under  the  laws  of  tlie  State  of  New^  York,  which  lands  tlie  said 
company  shaU  have  immediate  possession  of  on  the  payment  of  $1,25  per  acre,  and 
shaU  have  a  patent  for  the  same  whenever,  within  two  years  after  their  selection, 
they  shall  have  furnished  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that 
they  have  erected  and  have  in  operation  on  the  said  lands  iron  works  with  a  capacity 
for  manufacturing  1,500  tons  of  iron  per  annmn:  Provided^  That  the  said  lands  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States  in  case  the  above-nientioned  iron  works  be  not  erected 
within  the  sj>ecified  time:  And  provided.  Thai  until  the  title  to  the  said  lands  shall 
have  been  perfected  the  timber  sha!l  not  be  cut  off  from  more  than  one  section  of 
the  said  lands. 

To  confer  the  special  pnAnleges  specified  in  this  fourth  section  appears 
to  be  the  chief  object  of  the  bill,  the  provisions  of  which  are  subject  to 
some  of  the  most  ini|)ortant  objections  that  induced  me  to  return  to  the 
Senate  with  my  disapproval  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  New 
York  and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company  to  purchase 
a  certain  amount  of  the  public  lands  not  now  in  market/*  That  bill 
authorized  the  same  corporation  to  select  and  sun^ey  in  the  Territory'  of 
Montana,  in  square  form,  twenty-one  sections  of  land,  three  of  which  might 
contain  coal  and  iron  ore,  for  which  the  minimum  rate  of  $1.25  per  acre 
was  to  be  paid.  The  present  bill  omits  these  sections  of  mineral  lands, 
and  directs  the  surveyor-general  to  select  and  surv^ey  the  timber  lands;  btit 
it  contains  the  objectionable  feature  of  granting  to  a  private  mining  and 
manufacturing  cor|K>ration  exclusive  rights  and  privileges  in  tlie  public 
domain  which  are  by  law  denied  to  indi\n duals.  The  first  choice  of  tim- 
ber land  in  the  Territory  is  bestowed  upon  a  corporation  foreign  to  the 
Territory  and  over  which  Congress  has  no  control.  The  surveyor-general 
of  the  district,  a  public  officer  who  should  have  no  connection  with  any 
purchase  of  public  land,  is  made  the  agent  of  the  corporation  to  select  the 
land,  the  selections  to  be  made  in  the  absence  of  all  competition;  and  over 
11,000  acres  are  bestowed  at  the  lowest  price  of  public  lands.     It  is  by 
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QO  means  certain  that  the  substitution  of  alternate  sections  for  the  com- 
pact  botly  of  lands  contemplated  by  the  other  bill  is  any  less  injurious  to 
the  public  interest,  for  alternate  sections  stripped  of  timber  are  not  likely 
to  enhance  the  value  of  those  reserved  by  tlie  Govenmient.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  this  bill  bestows  a  large  mono^Kdy  of  public  lands  without  adequate 
consideration;  confers  a  right  and  privilege  in  quantity  equivalent  to 
seveni>'-two  preemption  rights;  introduces  a  dangerous  system  of  privi- 
leges to  private  trading  corixjrations;  and  is  an  unjust  discrimination  in 
favor  of  traders  and  six^culatr^rs  against  individual  settlers  and  pioneers 
who  are  seeking  homes  and  improving  our  Western  Territories.  Such  a 
departure  from  the  long-established,  wise,  and  just  policy  which  has  here- 
tofore govemetl  the  disposition  of  the  public  funds  [lands]  can  not  receive 
my  sanction.  The  objections  enumerated  apply  to  the  fourth  section  of 
the  bilL  The  first,  second,  and  third  sections,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  survey  or- general,  register,  and  receiver,  are  unolijectionable  if 
any  necessity  requires  the  creation  of  these  ofRces  and  the  additional  ex- 
penses of  a  new  surveying  land  district.  But  they  appear  in  this  instance 
to  be  only  needed  as  a  part  of  the  machinery  to  enable  the  ' '  New  York 
and  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company"  to  secure  these 
privileges;  for  I  am  informed  by  the  proper  Department,  in  a  communi- 
cation hereto  ainiexed,  that  there  is  no  public  necessity  for  a  sun^eyor- 
generalj  register,  or  receiver  in  Montana  Territory,  since  it  forms  part  of 
an  existing  sur\^eying  and  land  district,  wherein  the  public  business  is, 
under  present  laws,  transacted  witli  adequate  facility,  so  tliat  the  pro- 
\dsions  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  sections  would  occasion  needless 
expense  to  the  General  Government.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 


Andrew  Johnson.  Prhsident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

An  exequatur,  bearing  date  the  13th  day  of  October,  1S64,  having  been 
issued  to  Esteban  Rogers,  recognizing  him  as  consul  ad  iuierim  of  the 
Republic  of  Chile  for  the  port  of  New  York  and  its  dependencies  and 
declaring  him  free  to  exercise  and  enjoy  such  functions,  powers,  and  privi- 
leges as  are  allowed  to  consuls  by  the  law  of  nations  or  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  existing  treaty  stipulations  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  Chile  and  the  United  States;  but  as  it  is  deemed  advisable  that 
the  said  Esteban  Rogers  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  contituie  in  the 
exercise  of  said  functions,  powers^  and  privileges: 

These  are  therefore  to  declare  that  I  no  longer  recognize  Xh\ 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Ptestdi 


The  bill  is  here\^"ith  returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives » in  wliich 


it  originated,  for  its  final  action. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D,  C/uly  28,  1866. 
fa  iXe  Hoiise  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  return,  without  my  approval,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  erect- 
ing the  Territor>*  of  Montana  into  a  sur\'e\'ing  district,  and  for  other 
puqx]»ses.  *  * 

The  bill  contains  four  sections,  the  first  of  which  erects  the  Territory 
into  a  surv^eying  district  and  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  surx^eyor- 
general;  the  second  constitutes  the  Territory  a  land  district;  the  third 
authorizes  the  ap|Kiintment  of  a  register  and  receiver  for  said  district; 
and  the  fourth  requires  the  surveyor-general  to — - 

;vey  eighteen  alternate  odd  sections  of  no Ji mineral  timber  lands  within 

fork  anil  Montana  Iron  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Com- 

[le  State  of  New  York,  which  lands  the  said 
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Esteban  Rogers  as  consul  ad  interim  of  the  Republic  of  Chile  for  the  port 
of  New  York  and  its  dependencies  and  will  not  permit  him  to  exercise 
or  enjoy  any  of  the  functions,  powers,  or  pri\'ileges  allowed  to  a  consular 
officer  of  that  nation;  and  that  I  do  hereby  wholly  revoke  and  annul  the 
said  exequatur  heretofore  given,  and  do  declare  the  same  to  be  absolutely 
null  and  void  from  this  day  fon^^ard. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  hereunto 
affixed. 
[sEAi*.]  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington ,  this  1 2th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, A.  D*  i866»  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  ninetieth. 

By  the  President: 

Wii,UAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Andrkw  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

An  exequatur,  liearing  date  the  7th  day  of  October,  1864,  having  been 
issued  to  Claudius  Edward  Habicht,  recognizing  him  as  consul  of  Sweden 
and  Norway  at  New  York  and  declaring  him  free  to  exercise  and  enjoy 
such  functions,  powers,  and  pri\d leges  as  are  allowed  to  consuls  by  the 
law  of  nations  or  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  existing  treaty 
stipulations  between  the  Government  of  Sweden  and  Norway  and  the 
United  States;  but  as  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  the  said  Claudius 
Edward  Habicht  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the  exer- 
cise of  said  functions,  powers,  and  pri\^leges: 

These  are  therefore  to  declare  that  I  no  longer  recognize  the  said 
Claudius  Edward  Habicht  as  consul  of  Sweden  and  Norway  at  New 
York  and  will  not  permit  him  to  exercise  or  enjoy  any  of  the  functions, 
powers,  or  privileges  allowed  to  a  consular  officer  of  that  nation;  and 
that  I  do  hereby  wholly  revoke  and  annul  the  said  exequatur  heretofore 
given  and  do  declare  the  same  to  be  absolutely  null  and  void  from  this 
day  forward. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  hereunto 
affixed. 
[seal.]  Given  mider  my  hand,  at  Washington,  the  26th  day  of 
March,  A.  D,  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  ninetieth, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  0/  State, 


Andrew  Johnson 


Andrew  Johnson^  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  ail  wham  it  may  concern: 

An  exequatur,  bearing  date  the  ist  day  of  July,  1S65,  havitig  been 
issued  to  S,  M.  Svenson,  recognizing  him  as  nce-cousul  of  Sweden  and 
Norway  at  New  Orleans  and  declaring  him  free  to  exercise  and  enjoy 
such  functions,  powers,  and  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  \ace-consuls  by 
the  law  of  nations  or  by  the  laws  of  the  ITnited  States  and  existing 
treaty  stipulations  l>etweeu  the  Government  of  Sweden  and  Norway  and 
the  United  States;  but  as  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  the  said  S,  M. 
Sveoson  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of 
said  functions,  powers,  and  privileges: 

These  are  therefore  to  declare  that  I  no  longer  recognize  the  said 
S.  M.  Svenson  as  vice-consul  of  Sweden  and  Norway  at  New  Orleans 
and  will  not  pennit  him  to  exercise  or  enjoy  any  of  the  functions,  powers, 
or  privileges  allowed  to  a  consular  officer  of  that  nation;  and  that  I  do 
hereby  wholly  revoke  and  annul  the  said  exequatur  heretofore  given 
and  do  declare  the  same  to  be  absolutely  null  and  void  from  tliis  day 
forw^ard. 

In  testimony  w^iereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  hereunto 
affixed. 
[seal.]  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington,  the  26th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  ninetieth. 

ANDRKW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  proclamations  of  the  istli  and  19th  of  April,  1861,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  him  by 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  declared  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  were  opposed  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  in  the  States 
of  South  CaroHna,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas  by  combinations  tf3o  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals 
by  law;  and 

WHiereas  by  another  proclamation,  made  on  the  i6th  day  of  August, 
in  the  same  year,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  July  13 » 
1861,  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Georgia^  South  Carolina,  Virginia 
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North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Florida  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Virgitiia  lying  west  of  the  Alleghan>'  Mountains  and  of  such  other  parts 
of  that  State  and  the  other  States  before  named  as  might  maintain  a 
loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  or  might  be  from  time 
to  time  occupied  and  controlled  by  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged 
in  the  dispersion  of  insurgents)  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection against  the  United  States;  and 

Wbereas  by  another  proclamatioti,  of  the  ist  day  of  July,  1S62,  issued  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  appro%'ed  June  7 ,  in  the  same  year,  the 
insurrection  was  declared  to  l:»e  still  existing  in  the  States  aforesaid,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  specified  counties  in  the  State  of  Virginia;  and 

Whereas  by  another  proclamation,  made  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1S63, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13,  1 861,  the  exceptions 
named  in  the  prf>claniation  of  August  16,  iS6i^  were  revoked  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carohna, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana^  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Florida, 
and  Virginia  (except  the  forty-eight  counties  of  Virginia  designated  as 
West  Virginia  and  the  ports  of  New  Orleans,  Key  West,  Port  Royal, 
and  Beaufort,  in  North  Carolina)  were  declared  to  be  still  in  a  state  of 
insiurection  against  the  United  vStates;  and 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  186 1. 
adopted  a  resolution  in  the  words  following,  namely: 

%/  Resoivvd  by  the  House  of  Rtpresentaiives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States t 
That  the  present  deplorable  civil  war  has  been  forced  upon  the  country^  by  the  dis- 
uuionists  of  the  Southern  States  now  in  revolt  against  the  eonstitntional  Govern- 
ment aud  in  arms  around  the  capital;  tliat  in  this  national  emer^^ency  Congress, 
banishing  all  feelings  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect  only  its  duty  to 
the  whole  countrjs  tJi^t  this  war  is  not  waged  upon  our  part  in  any  spirit  of  oppres- 
sion, nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjiigattc»n,  nor  purpose  of  overthrowing  or 
interfering  with  tlie  rights  or  established  institutions  of  Uiose  States,  but  to  defend 
and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  ConslituLiou  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all 
the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  tile  several  States  unimpaireti;  and  tliat  as  soon 
as  these  objects  are  accomplished  tlie  war  ought  to  cease. 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  the  25th  day  of  July, 
1 86 1,  adopted  a  resolution  iu  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  present  deplorable  ci\  il  war  has  been  forced  upon  the  country 
by  the  disunionists  of  the  SijutliL-rn  States  now  in  rt;volt  againiit  the  constitutional 
Ckjvemmtnt  and  in  anns  around  the  capital;  that  in  this  national  emergency  Con- 
gress, banishing  all  feeling  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  ydW  recollect  only  its 
duty  to  the  whole  country;  that  this  war  is  not  prosecuted  npon  oiir  part  in  any 
spirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose 
of  overthrowing  or  interfering  wnth  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  those 
States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  tlic  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  all  kws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof  and  to  i>reserve  tlie  Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality, 
and  rights  of  the  several  States  uninifjaired;  tliat  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accom^ 
*  war  ought  to  cease. 


Andrew  Johnson 

And  whereas  these  resolutions,  tlioiigh  not  joint  or  concurrent  m  form, 
are  substantially  identical,  and  as  such  may  be  regarded  as  having  ex- 
pressed the  sense  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  to  which  they  relate;  and 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  13th  day  of  June  last  the  insur- 
rection in  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  declared  to  have  been  suppressed, 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  therein  to  be  undisputed,  and  such 
TTnited  States  officers  as  had  been  duly  commissioned  to  l)e  in  the  undis- 
turbed exercise  of  their  official  functions;  and 

Whereas  there  now  exists  no  organized  armed  resistance  of  misguided 
citizens  or  others  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  the  States 
of  Georgia,  South  CaroHna,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Florida,  and  the  laws  can 
be  sustained  and  enforced  therein  by  the  proper  civil  authority,  State 
or  Federal,  and  the  people  of  said  States  are  well  and  loyally  disposed 
and  have  couforaied  or  will  eonforin  in  their  legislatioTi  to  the  condi- 
tion of  aflFairs  growing  out  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  prohibiting  slavery  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States;  and 

Whereas,  in  view  of  the  l>efore-recited  premises,  it  is  tlie  manifest 
determination  of  the  American  people  that  no  State  of  its  own  will  has 
the  right  or  the  pow*er  to  go  out  of,  or  separate  itself  from,  or  be  sepa- 
rated from,  the  American  Union,  and  that  therefore  each  State  ought  to 
remain  and  constitute  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  several  before-mentioned  States  have,  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  given  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  acquiesce 
in  this  sovereign  and  important  resolution  of  national  uiu^ty;  and 

Whereas  it  is  believed  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  government 
that  people  who  have  re\'olted  and  who  have  been  overcome  and  subdued 
must  either  be  dealt  witli  so  as  to  induce  them  %T>luntarily  to  l>ecome 
friends  or  else  they  must  be  held  by  absolute  militar>'  power  or  devas- 
tated  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  ever  again  doing  harm  as  enemies,  which 
last-named  policy  is  abhorrent  to  humanity  and  to  freedom;  and 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  for  constituent 
communities  only  as  States,  and  not  as  Territories,  dependencies,  prov- 
inces, or  protectorates;  and 

Whereas  such  constituent  States  must  necessarily  be,  and  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  vStates  are,  made  equals  and  placed  upon 
a  like  footing  as  to  political  rights^  immunities,  dignity,  and  power  wdth 
the  several  States  with  which  they  are  united;  and 

Whereas  the  observ^ance  of  political  equality,  as  a  principle  of  right 
and  justice*  is  well  calculated  to  encourage  the  people  of  the  aforesaid 
States  to  be  and  become  more  and  more  constant  and  persevering  in  their 
renewed  allegiance;  and 

UTiereas  standing  armies,  military  occupation,  martial  law,  military 
tribunals,  and  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpur 
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North  Caroliua,  Teunessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
sissippi, atui  Florida  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Virg^iiiia  l>'ing  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  of  such  other  parts 
of  that  State  and  the  other  States  before  named  as  might  maintain  a 
loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  or  might  be  from  time 
to  tiine  occupied  and  controlled  by  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged 
in  the  dispersion  of  insurgents)  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection against  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  by  another  proclamation,  of  the  ist  day  of  July,  1862,  issued  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  June  7,  in  the  same  year,  the 
insurrection  was  declared  to  be  still  existing  iu  the  States  aforesaid,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  s|>ecified  counties  in  the  Slate  of  \'irginia;  and 

Whereas  by  another  proclamation,  made  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1S63, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13,  1861,  the  exceptions 
named  in  the  proclamation  of  Atigiist  16,  i86i,  were  revoked  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  CaroHna,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Florida, 
and  Virginia  ( exceyit  the  forty -eight  counties  of  Virginia  designated  as 
West  Virgitua  and  the  iK>rts  of  New  Orleans,  Key  West.  Port  Royal, 
and  Beaufort ♦  in  North  Carolina)  were  declared  to  be  still  in  a  state  of 
insurrection  against  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  1861, 
adopted  a  rest^lution  iu  the  %vords  following,  namely: 

Resolved  by  ihe  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States^ 
That  the  present  ileplorable  civil  war  has  been  forced  upon  the  country  by  the  dis- 
unionists  of  tlie  Southern  States  now  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional  Govern- 
ment and  in  amis  around  the  capital;  tliat  in  this  imtional  euier^eucy  Congre^* 
banishing  all  feelinj^s  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect  only  its  duty  to 
the  whole  country';  that  this  war  is  not  -waged  upon  our  part  in  any  spirit  of  oppres- 
sion, nor  for  any  puqx>se  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose  of  overthrowing  or 
interfering  with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  those  States,  but  to  defend 
and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all 
the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired;  and  that  as  soon 
as  these  objects  are  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease. 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  tbe  TTiiited  States,  on  the  25th  day  of  July, 
1861,  adopted  a  resolution  in  tbe  words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved ^  That  the  present  deplorable  civil  war  lias  been  forced  upon  the  country 
by  the  disunionists  of  tlie  Southern  States  now  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional 
Government  and  in  anns  around  the  capitiil;  that  in  this  national  emergency  Con- 
gress, banishing  all  feeling  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect  only  its 
duty  to  the  whole  country;  that  this  war  is  not  prosecuted  upon  our  part  in  any 
spirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose 
of  overthrowing  or  interfering  wnth  the  rights  or  estiiblished  institutions  of  those 
States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  all  laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality, 
and  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired;  that  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accom- 
plished the  war  ought  to  cease. 


Andrew  Johnson 

And  whereas  these  reset iitions,  though  not  joint  or  concurrent  in  form, 
are  snhstaotially  identical^  and  as  such  may  be  regarded  as  having  ex- 
pressed the  sense  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  to  which  they  relate;  and 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  1 3th  day  of  June  last  the  insur- 
rection in  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  declared  to  have  been  suppressed, 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  therein  to  be  nndispnted,  and  such 
United  States  officers  as  had  lieen  duly  commissioned  to  be  in  the  undis- 
turbed exercise  of  their  official  functions;  and 

Whereas  there  now  exists  no  organized  armed  resistance  of  misguided 
citizens  or  others  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  the  States 
of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Florida,  and  the  laws  can 
be  sustained  and  enforced  therein  1>y  the  proper  civil  authonty,  State 
or  Federal,  and  the  people  of  said  States  are  well  and  lo>ally  disf>osed 
and  have  conformed  or  will  conform  in  their  legislation  to  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  growing  out  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  prohibiting  slavery  witliin  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States;  and 

Whereas,  in  view  of  the  tiefore- reel  ted  premises,  it  is  the  manifest 
determination  of  the  American  people  that  no  State  of  its  own  wnll  has 
the  right  or  the  power  to  go  out  of,  or  separate  itself  from*  or  be  sepa- 
rated from,  the  American  Union,  and  that  therefore  each  State  ought  to 
remain  and  constitute  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States;  and 

Wlaereas  the  people  of  the  se\^eral  l>efore-raentioned  States  have,  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  given  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  acquiesce 
in  this  sovereign  and  important  resohuion  of  national  unity;  and 

Whereas  it  is  believed  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  government 
that  people  who  have  revolted  and  who  have  Tieen  overcome  and  subdued 
must  either  Ije  dealt  with  so  as  to  induce  them  voluntarily  to  become 
friends  or  else  they  mnst  be  held  by  absolute  military  powder  or  devas- 
tated so  as  to  prevent  them  from  ever  again  doing  hann  as  enemies,  which 
last-named  policy  is  abhorrent  to  humanity  and  to  freedom;  and 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  for  constituent 
communities  only  as  States,  and  not  as  Territories,  dependencies,  prov- 
inces, or  protectorates;  and 

Whereas  such  constituent  States  must  necessarily  be,  and  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  are,  made  equals  and  placed  upon 
a  like  footing  as  to  political  rights,  immunities,  dignity,  and  jxjwer  with 
the  several  States  with  which  they  are  united;  and 

Whereas  the  obser\^ance  of  political  equality ^  as  a  principle  of  right 
and  justice,  is  well  calcnlated  to  encourage  the  people  of  the  aforesaid 
States  to  be  and  become  more  and  more  constant  and  persevering  in  their 
renew^ed  allegiance;  and 

Whereas  standing  armies,  mihtary  occupation,  martial  law%  militar>^ 
tribunals,  and  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
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are  in  time  of  peace  dangerous  to  public  liberty^  incompatiUe  with  the 
individual  rights  of  the  citizen,  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our 
free  institutions^  and  exhaustive  of  the  national  resources,  and  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  sanctioned  or  allowed  except  in  cases  of  actual  necessity 
for  repelling  invasion  or  suppressing  insurrection  or  rebellion;  and 

Whereas  the  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  from  the 
beginning  of  the  insurrection  to  its  overthrow  and  final  suppression  has 
been  in  conformity  with  the  principles  herein  set  forth  and  enumerated: 
Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States^ 
do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  insurrection  which  heretofore 
existed  in  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  CaroUna,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana.  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Florida 
is  at  an  end  and  is  henceforth  to  be  so  regarded. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  2d  day  of  Aprils  A.  D. 
1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  ninetieth.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

WillijVm  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 


[SEAI..] 


Andrew^  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  ail  whom  it  may  concern: 

Whereas  the  exequatur  of  Claudius  Edward  Habicht,  recognizing  him 
as  consul  of  Sweden  and  Noi-w^ay  at  New  York,  and  that  of  S.  M,  Sven- 
son  as  vice-consul  of  Sw^eden  and  Norway  at  New  Orleans  w^ere  formally 
revoked  on  the  26th  day  of  March  last;  and 

W^hereas  representations  have  been  made  to  me  since  that  date  which 
have  effectually  relieved  those  gentlemen  from  the  charges  of  nidawfnl 
and  unfriendly  conduct  heretofore  entertained  against  thera: 

Now.  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I.  Andrew^  Johnstm,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  annul  the  revocation  of  the  exe- 
quaturs of  the  said  Claudius  Edward  Habicht  and  S.  M.  Sveuson  and 
restore  to  them  the  right  to  exercise  the  functions  and  privileges  here- 
tofore granted  as  consular  officers  of  the  Government  of  Sw^eden  and 
Norway. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  30th  day  of  May, 
A,  D.  iS66»  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
ninetieth. 

By  the  President: 

W1144AM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  it  has  become  known  to  me  that  certain  exal -disposed  persons 
have,  within  the  territor>^  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States »  begun 
and  set  on  foot  and  have  provided  and  prepared,  and  are  still  engaged  in 
providing  and  preparing,  means  for  a  mihtary  expedition  and  enterprise, 
which  expedition  and  enteiTirise  is  to  l>e  carried  on  from  the  territory 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  against  colonies,  districts,  and  peo- 
ple of  British  North  America,  within  the  dominions  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  which  said  colonies,  districts,  and 
people  and  Kingdom  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  and 

Whereas  the  proceedings  aforesaid  constitute  a  high  misdemeanor,  for- 
bidden by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  by  the  law  of  nations: 

Now,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  carrjing  on  of  the 
unlawful  expedition  and  enterprise  aforesaid  from  the  territory  and  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  and  to  maintain  the  pubhc  peace  as  well  as 
the  national  honor  and  enforce  obedience  and  respect  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
admonish  and  warn  all  good  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  taking 
part  in  or  in  any  wise  aiding,  countenancing,  or  abetting  said  unlawful  pro- 
ceedings; and  I  do  exhort  all  judges,  magistrates,  marshals,  and  officers 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  employ  all  their  lawful  authority 
and  power  to  prevent  and  defeat  the  aforesaid  mi  lawful  proceedings  and 
to  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  all  persons  who  may  he  engaged  therein. 

And,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  I 
do  furthermore  authorize  and  empower  Major-General  George  G.  Meade, 
commander  of  the  Militar>^  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  to  employ  the  land 
and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  and  the  militia  thereof  to  arrest  and 
prevent  the  setting  on  foot  and  carr>ing  on  the  expedition  and  enter- 
prise aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done   at  the   city  of  Washington,  this  6th   day  of  June, 
A,  D«  1 866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 

mnetieth.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  Staie. 


[seal.] 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  a  war  is  existing  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  aggravated  by 
foreign  military*  inten^ention;  and 

Whereas  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  their  settled  habits  and 
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policy,  are  a  neutral  power  in  regard  to  the  war  which  thus  afflicts  the 
Republic  of  Mexico;  and 

Whereas  it  has  become  known  that  one  of  the  belUgerents  in  the  said 
war,  namely,  the  Prince  Maximilian,  who  asserts  himself  to  be  Emperor 
in  Mexico,  has  issued  a  decree  in  regard  to  the  port  of  Matamoras  and 
other  Mexican  ports  which  are  in  the  occupation  and  jx)ssession  of  another 
of  the  said  belligerents,  namely,  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  which  decree 
is  in  the  following  words: 

The  port  of  Matiimoras  and  all  those  of  the  northern  frontier  which  have  wth* 
drawt]  froin  their  obedience  to  the  Governtnent  are  closed  to  forei^^n  and  coasting 
traffic  during  such  time  as  the  empire  of  the  law  shall  not  be  therein  reinstated. 

Art.  2.  Merchandise  proceeding  from  the  said  {x>rts.  on  arriving  at  any  other 
where  the  excise  of  the  Empire  is  collected,  shall  piiy  the  duties  on  importation^ 
introduction,  and  consumption,  and,  on  satisfactory  proof  of  contravention,  shall  be 
irreraissibl y  confiscate<l.  Our  minister  of  the  treasury  is  charged  with  the  punctual 
execution  of  this  decree. 

Given  at  Mexico^  the  9th  of  July,  1866, 

And  whereas  the  decree  thus  recited,  by  declaring  a  lielligerent  block- 
ade unsupported  by  competent  military  or  naval  force,  is  in  violation  of 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations 
as  well  as  of  the  treaties  existing  between  the  United  Slates  of  America 
and  the  aforesaid  United  States  of  Mexico: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew^  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  aforesaid  decree  is  held  and  w^ill 
be  held  by  the  United  States  to  be  absoltitely  ntill  and  void  as  against 
the  Goveninient  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  any  attempt 
wdiich  shall  be  made  to  enforce  the  same  against  the  Government  or  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  will  be  disallowed. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  17th  day  of  August » 
A,  D.  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninety-first.  ANDREW   JOHNSON 

By  the  President: 

WiujAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[seal.] 


By  The  President  of  the  United  States  of  Ameiuca, 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  proclamations  of  the  15th  and  19th  of  April,  1861,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  liini  bv 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  declared  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  were  opposed  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  in  the  States 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida.  Mississippi.  Louisiana,  and 
Texas  by  combinations  too  |x)werful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary 
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course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals 
by  law;  and 

Whereas  by  another  proclamation,  made  on  the  i6th  day  of  August, 
in  the  same  year,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  July  13, 
1861,  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Florida  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  lying  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  except  also  the 
inhabitants  of  such  other  parts  of  that  State  and  the  other  States  l>efore 
named  as  might  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  the  Consti- 
tution or  might  be  from  time  to  time  occupied  and  controlled  by  forces  of 
the  United  States  engaged  in  the  dispersion  of  insurgents^  were  declared 
to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  by  another  proclamation,  of  the  ist  day  of  July,  1862,  issued 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  June  7,  in  the  same  year,  the 
insurrection  was  declared  to  be  still  existing  in  the  States  aforesaid,  wath 
the  exception  of  certain  specified  counties  in  the  State  of  Virginia;  and 

Whereas  by  another  proclamation,  made  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1863, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13,  1861,  the  exceptions 
named  in  the  proclamation  of  August  16,  1861,  were  revoked  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carohna,  North  Carohna, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Florida, 
and  Virginia  (except  the  forty- eight  counties  of  Virginia  designated  as 
West  Virginia  and  the  ports  of  New  Orleans,  Key  West,  Port  Royab 
and  Beaufort,  in  North  Carolina)  were  declared  to  l>e  still  in  a  state  of 
insurrection  against  the  United  States;   and 

Whereas  by  another  proclamation,  of  the  15th  day  of  September,  1863, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1863,  the 
rebellion  was  declared  to  be  still  existing  and  the  pri\ilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  cof-pus  was  iu  certain  specified  cases  suspended  throughout  tlie 
United  States,  said  suspension  to  continue  throughout  the  duration  of 
the  reljellion  or  until  said  proclamation  should,  by  a  subsequent  one  to  be 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  modified  or  revoked;  and 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  2 2d  day  of  July,  1861, 
adopted  a  resolution  in  the  words  following,  namely: 

Resoh^  by  the  House  of  Represeniaiives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales^ 
Tliat  the  pres<?nt  deplorable  civil  war  has  been  forced  upon  the  countr>^  by  the  dis- 
unioniiits  of  the  Southern  States  now  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional  Govern- 
nieat  and  in  amis  around  the  capital;  that  in  this  national  emergency  Congress, 
banishing  all  feelings  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect  otily  its  duty  to 
the  whole  country;  that  this  war  is  not  waged  upon  our  part  ia  any  spirit  of  oppres- 
sion, nor  for  any  puq>ose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose  of  overthrowing  or 
interfering  with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  those  States,  but  to  defend 
and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all 
the  dignity,  equality >  and  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired;  and  that  as  soon 
as  these  objects  are  accompHshed  the  war  ought  to  cease. 
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And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  ou  the  25th  day  of  July, 
1861,  adopted  a  resolution  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved y  That  the  present  deplorable  civil  war  has  been  forced  upon  the  country 
by  the  disunion ists  of  the  Southern  States  now^  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional 
Government  and  in  arms  around  the  capital;  that  in  this  national  emergency  Con- 
gress, banishing  all  fculing  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  \\411  recollect  onl}^  its 
duty  to  the  whole  couiitrv-;  that  tliis  war  is  not  prosecuted  upon  our  part  in  any 
spirit  of  oppression ^  nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation^  nor  purpose 
of  overthrowing  or  interfering  witli  the  righlH  or  established  institutions  of  those 
States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  all  laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality^ 
and  rights  of  tlie  several  States  unimptiired;  that  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accoto* 
plished  the  war  ought  to  cease. 

And  whereas  these  resolutions,  though  not  joint  or  concurrent  in  form^ 
are  substantially  identical,  and  as  such  have  liitherto  been  and  yet  arej 
regarded  as  ha\^ng  expressed  the  sense  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  to 
which  they  relate;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  proclamation  of  the 
13th  of  June,  1S65,  declared  that  the  insurrection  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee had  l^een  suppressed,  and  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
therein  was  undisputed,  and  that  such  United  States  officers  as  had  been 
duly  commissioned  were  in  the  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  official  func- 
tions: and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  further  proclamation, 
issued  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1866,  did  promiilg:ate  and  declare  that 
there  no  longer  existed  any  armed  resistance  of  misguided  citizens  or 
others  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  any  or  in  all  the  States 
before  mentioned,  excepting  only  the  State  of  Texas,  and  did  further 
promulgate  and  declare  that  the  laws  could  be  sustained  and  enforced  in 
the  several  States  before  mentioned,  except  Texas,  by  the  proper  civil 
authorities.  State  or  Federal,  and  that  the  i>eople  of  the  said  States, 
except  Texas,  are  well  and  loyally  disjxjsed  and  have  conformed  or  will 
conform  in  their  legislation  to  the  condition  of  affairs  growing  out  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  slavery 
wHthiu  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States; 

And  did  further  declare  in  the  same  proclamation  that  it  is  the  mani- 
fest determination  of  the  American  people  that  no  State,  of  its  own 
will,  has  a  right  or  power  to  go  out  of»  or  separate  itself  from»  or  be  sepa- 
rated from,  the  American  Union;  and  that,  therefore,  each  State  ought 
to  remain  and  constitute  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States; 

And  did  further  declare  in  the  same  last -mentioned  pn>clamation  that 
the  several  aforementioned  States,  excepting  Texas,  had  in  the  manner 
aforesaid  given  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  acquiesce  in  this  sovereign 
and  important  resolution  of  national  unity;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  proclamation 
did  fiuther  declare  that  it  is  believed  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of 
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government  that  the  people  who  have  revolted  and  who  have  heen  over* 
come  and  snbdued  most  either  be  dealt  with  so  as  to  induce  them  volun- 
tarily to  become  friends  or  else  they  must  be  held  by  absolute  military 
ix)vver  or  devastated  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  ever  again  doing  harm 
as  enemies,  which  last-named  policy  is  abhorrent  to  humanity  and  to 
freedom;  and 

Whereas  the  President  did  in  the  same  proclamation  further  declare 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  llnited  States  provides  for  constituent  com- 
mmiities  only  as  States,  and  not  as  Territories,  dependencies,  pro\'inces, 
or  protectorates; 

And  further,  that  such  constittient  States  must  necessarily  Ije,  and  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  are.  made  equals  and 
placed  upon  a  like  footing  as  to  p<:jlitical  rights,  immunities,  dignity, 
and  power  with  the  several  States  with  which  they  are  united; 

And  did  further  declare  that  the  observance  of  political  equality,  as  a 
principle  of  right  and  justice,  is  well  calculated  to  encourage  the  people 
of  the  before-named  States,  except  Texas,  to  be  and  to  become  more  and 
more  constant  and  persevering  in  their  renewed  allegiance;  and 

WTiereas  the  President  did  fnrtlier  declare  that  standing  armies*  mili- 
tary occupation,  martial  law*  military  tribunals,  and  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  carpus  are  in  time  of  peace  dangerous  to  public  liberty, 
incompatible  with  the  individual  rights  of  the  citizen,  contrary  to  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  and  exiiaustive  of  the  national 
resources,  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  sanctioned  or  allowed  except 
in  cases  of  actual  necessity  for  repelling  invasion  or  suppressing  insur- 
rection or  rebellion ; 

And  the  President  did  further,  in  the  same  proclamation,  declare  that 
the  policy  of  the. Government  of  the  United  States  from  the  beginning 
of  the  insurrection  to  its  overthrow  and  final  suppression  had  been  con- 
ducted in  conformity  with  the  principles  in  the  last-named  proclamation 
recited;  and 

WTiereas  the  President,  in  the  said  proclamation  of  the  13th  of  Jime, 
1865,  upon  the  grounds  therein  stated  and  hereinl^efore  recited,  did  then 
and  thereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  insurrection  which  heretofore 
existed  in  the  several  States  before  named,  except  in  Texas,  was  at  an 
end  and  was  henceforth  to  be  so  regarded;  and 

Whereas  subsecinently  to  the  said  2d  day  of  April,  r866.  the  insur- 
rection in  the  State  of  Texas  has  been  completely  and  everywhere  sup- 
pressed and  ended  and  the  authority'  of  the  United  States  has  been 
successfidly  and  completely  established  in  the  said  State  of  Texas  and 
now  remains  therein  unresisted  and  undisputed,  and  such  of  the  proper 
United  States  officers  as  have  been  duly  commissioned  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  State  are  now  in  the  imdistnrbed  exercise  of  their  official 
functions;  and 

Whereas  the  laws  can  now  be  sustained  and  enforced  in  the  said  State 


438  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

of  Texas  by  the  proper  civil  authority,  State  or  Federal,  and  the  people 
of  the  said  State  of  Texas,  Hke  the  people  of  the  other  States  before 
named,  are  well  and  loyally  disposed  and  have  cx)nformed  or  will  conform 
in  their  legislation  to  the  condition  of  affairs  growing  out  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  slavery  within 
the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  all  the  reasons  and  conclusions  set  forth  in  regard  to  the 
several  States  therein  specially  named  now  apply  equally  and  in  all  re- 
spects to  the  State  of  Texas,  as  well  as  to  the  other  States  which  had 
been  involved  in  insurrection;  and 

Whereas  adequate  provision  has  been  made  by  military  orders  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  aid  the  ci\'il  authorities,  and 
secure  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  State  of  Texas  if  a  resort  to  military  force  for  such  purpose  should 
at  any  time  become  necessary: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereb}'  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  insurrection  which  heretofore 
existed  in  the  State  of  Texas  is  at  an  end  and  is  to  be  henceforth  so 
regarded  in  that  State  as  in  the  other  States  before  named  in  which  the 
said  insurrection  was  proclaimed  to  '>e  at  an  end  by  the  aforesaid  procla- 
mation of  the  2d  day  of  April,  1866. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim  that  the  said  insurrection  is  at  an  end 
and  that  peace,  order,  tranquillity,  and  civil  authority  now  exist  in  and 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  20th  day  of  August, 

A.  D.  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninety-first.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

W11.1.1AM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  PROCIrAMATION. 

Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  has  been  pleased  to  vouchsafe 
to  us  as  a  people  another  year  of  that  national  life  which  is  an  indispen- 
sable condition  of  peace,  security,  and  progress.  That  year  has,  more- 
over, been  crowned  with  many  peculiar  blessings. 

The  civil  war  that  so  recently  closed  among  us  has  not  been  anywhere 
reopened;  foreign  interv^ention  has  ceased  to  excite  alarm  or  apprehen- 
sion; intrusive  pestilence  has  been  benignly  mitigated;  domestic  tran- 
auilhty  has  improved,  sentiments  of  conciliation  have  largely  prevailed, 
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and  aflfections  of  loyalty  and  patriolisni  have  been  widely  renewed;  our 
fields  have  yielded  quite  abundantly,  onr  mining  industry  has  been 
richly  rewarded,  and  we  ha\'e  been  allowe<:l  to  extend  our  railroad  system 
far  into  the  interior  receases  of  the  country,  while  our  commerce  has 
resumed  its  customar>^  activity  in  foreign  seas. 

These  great  national  blessings  demand  a  national  acknowledgment. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  recommend  that  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  November  next» 
be  set  apart  and  be  observed  everywhere  in  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  by  the  people  thereof  as  a  day  of  thanksgiv- 
ing and  praise  to  Almighty  God,  with  due  remembrance  that  ''in  His 
temple  doth  every  man  speak  of  His  honor."  I  reconmiend  also  that 
on  the  same  solemn  occasion  they  do  humbly  and  devoutly  implore  Him 
to  grant  to  our  national  councils  and  to  our  whole  people  that  divine 
wisdom  which  alone  can  lead  any  nation  into  the  ways  of  all  good. 

In  offering  these  national  thanksgivings,  praises,  and  supplications 
we  have  the  divine  assurance  that  "the  Lord  remaineth  a  king  forever; 
them  that  are  meek  shall  He  guide  in  judgment  and  such  as  are  gentle 
shall  He  learn  His  way;  the  Lord  shall  give  strength  to  His  people, 
and  the  Lord  shall  give  to  His  people  the  blessing  of  peace," 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  h^  affixed. 
r  -»         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  8th  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1 866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
ninety-first. 

By  the  President: 

WiLi^iAM  H.  Skward,  Secretary  of  State, 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 


[FrDtii  the  Daily  National  ItitcUigeucer,  April  9,  1S66.] 

Executive  Mansion,  April  7,  1866, 
It  is  eminently  right  and  proper  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  give  earnest  and  substantial  evidence  of  its  jnst  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  of  the  patriotic  men  who  when  the  life  of  the  nation 
was  imperiled  entered  the  Army  and  Navy  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  defend  the  Government,  and  maintain  and  perpetuate  unimpaired 
its  free  institutions. 
//  is  therefore  directed — 

First.  That  in  appointments  to  office  in  the  several  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  General  Government  and  the  various  liranclies  of  the  pub- 
lic service  connected  with  said  Departments  preference  shall  be  given  tC 
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sucb  meritorious  and  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors — particu- 
larly those  who  have  been  disabled  by  wounds  received  or  diseases  con- 
tracted in  the  line  of  duty — as  may  possess  the  proper  qualifications. 

Second,  That  in  all  promotions  in  said  Departments  and  the  several 
branches  of  the  public  serv^ice  connected  therewith  such  persons  shall 
have  preference,  when  equally  eligible  and  qualified,  over  those  who  have 
not  faithfully  and  honorably  ser\^ed  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Department  of  State, 

Washing  ion,  April  ij,  1866, 
On  the  14th  of  April,  iS65»  great  affliction  was  brought  upon  the  Amer- 
ican people  by  the  assassination  of  the  lamented  Abraham  Lincoln,  then 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  undersigned  is  therefore  directed 
by  the  President  to  announce  that  in  commemoration  of  that  event  the 
public  offices  will  be  closed  to-morrow,  the  14th  instant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Gbnbral  Orders,  No.  26. 

War  Department, 
Adjx7Tant-Gener.\l's  Office, 

Washington^  May  /,  1866, 

Order  in  Reuition  to  Triai^  ry  Military  Courts  aj^d 

Commissions. 

Whereas  some  iTiilitar>^  commanders  are  embarrassed  by  doubts  as  to 
the  operation  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  dated  the  2d  day  of 
April,  1S66,  upon  trials  by  militar>"  courts-martial  and  mihtary  oflScers; 
to  remove  such  doubts — 

//  is  ordered  by  the  President,  That  hereafter,  whenever  offenses  com- 
mitted by  civilians  are  to  be  tried  where  civil  tribunals  are  in  existence 
which  can  tn*^  them,  their  cases  are  not  authorized  to  be,  and  will  not  be, 
brought  before  military  courts-inartial  or  commissions,  but  will  be  com- 
mitted to  the  proper  civil  authorities.  This  order  is  not  applicable  to 
camp  followers,  as  provided  for  under  the  sixtieth  article  of  war,  or  to 
contractors  antl  others  specified  in  section  16,  act  of  July  17,  1862,  and 
sections  i  and  2,  act  of  March  2,  1S63.  Persons  and  offenses  cognizable 
by  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War  and  by  the  acts  of  Congress  above  cited 
will  continue  to  be  tried  and  punished  by  military  tribunals  as  prescribed 
by  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War  and  acts  of  Congress  hereinafter  cited, 
to  wit: 

[Sixtieth  of  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War] 

60.  All  sutlers  and  retainers  to  the  camp,  and  all  persons  whatsoever  servini?^  with 
the  armies  of  Oie  Uinted  States  in  the  field  though  no'  enlisted  soldiers,  are  to  be 
subject  to  orders,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war. 
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[Extract  from  "An  act  to  defioe  the  pay  ond  emoluBicnts  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army*  and  for 
other  pnirpo^e*,**  approved  Jtily  17,  i86a.] 

Sec*  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  contractor  for  subsistence, 
clothing,  armsit  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  for  every  description  of  supplies 
for  the  Artiiy  or  Navy  of  the  United  States, shall  be  found  guilty  by  a  court-marlial 
of  fraud  or  willful  neglect  of  duty,  he  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  imprisonment,  or 
such  otlier  punishment  as  the  court-martial  shall  adjudge;  and  any  person  who  shall 
contract  to  furnish  supplies  of  any  kind  or  description  for  the  *\rmy  or  Navy,  he 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  Stites 
for  which  he  shall  contract  to  furnish  said  supplies,  and  be  subject  to  tlie  niles  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  Oie  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

[Eittract  from  "An  act  to  prevent  and  punish  frjiiids  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States,*' 

approved  ^ta^ch  a,  1863.] 

Be  it  en4ided  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Statts  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  Tliat  any  person  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the 
Ihiited  States,  or  in  the  militia  in  actual  ser\nce  of  tJie  United  States  in  time  of  war^ 
vpho  shall  make  or  cause  to  be  made,  or  present  or  cause  to  be  presented  for  payment 
or  approval  to  or  by  any  person  or  oflBcer  in  the  ciwl  or  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  any  claim  upon  or  against  the  Govermnent  of  tlie  United  States,  or  any  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof,  knowing  such  claim  to  be  false,  fictitious,  or  fraudulent; 
any  person  in  such  forces  or  service  who  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  or  aiding 
in  obtaining  the  approval  or  payment  of  such  claim^  make,  use,  or  cause  to  l>e  made 
or  used,  any  false  bill,  receipt,  voucher,  etitrj^  roll,  account,  claim,  statement,  certifi- 
cate, affidavit,  or  deposition,  knowing  the  same  to  contain  any  false  or  fraudulent 
statement  or  entr\*;  any  person  iti  said  forces  or  service  who  sliall  make  or  procure 
to  be  made,  or  knowingly  advise  the  making  of,  any  false  oatli  to  any  fact,  statement, 
or  certificate,  voucher  or  entry,  for  the  pmpose  of  obtaining  or  of  aiding  to  obtain 
any  approval  or  j>a\mient  of  any  claim  against  tlie  United  States,  or  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof;  any  person  in  said  forces  or  service  who^  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  or  enabling  any  other  person  to  obtain  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer  thereof,  any  pavtuent  or  allowance,  or 
the  approval  or  signature  of  any  person  in  the  militar>%  naval,  or  civil  service  of  the 
United  States  of  or  to  any  false,  fraudulent,  or  fictitious  claim,  shall  forge  or  coun- 
terfeit, or  cause  or  procure  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited,  any  signature  upon  any  bill, 
receipt,  voucher,  account,  claim,  roll,  statement,  affidavit, or  deposition;  and  any  per- 
son in  said  forces  or  sendee  who  shall  utter  or  use  the  same  as  true  or  genuine, 
know^ing  the  same  to  have  been  forged  or  counterfeited;  any  person  in  said  forces 
or  servnce  who  shall  enter  into  any  agreement,  combiiiatioti,  or  conspiracy  to  cheat  or 
defraud  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer  thereof, 
by  obtaining  or  aiding  and  assisting  to  obtain  the  payment  or  allowance  of  any  false 
or  fmudulent  claim;  any  person  in  said  forces  or  service  who  shall  steal,  embezzle, or 
know  ingly  and  willfully  misappropriate  or  apply  to  his  own  use  or  benefit,  or  who 
shall  wrongfully  and  knowingly  sell,  convey,  or  dispose  of  any  ordnance,  arms,  am- 
munition, clothing,  subsistence  stores,  money,  or  other  property  of  the  United  States, 
furnished  or  to  be  used  for  the  militar>'  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States;  any 
contractor,  agent,  paymaster,  quartermaster,  or  other  person  whatsoever  in  said  forces 
or  service  having  charge,  possession,  custrxly,  or  control  of  any  money  or  other  public 
property  used  or  to  be  used  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  tlie  United  States,  who 
shall,  with  intent  to  defnind  the  United  States^or  willfully  to  conceal  such  mojicyor 
other  property,  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered  to  any  other  person  having  authority 
to  receive  the  same  any  amount  of  such  money  or  other  public  property  less  than 
that  for  which  he  shall  receive  a  certificate  or  receipt;  any  person  in  said  forces 
or  service  who  is  or  shall  be  authorized  to  make  or  deliver  any  certificate,  voucher,  or 
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receipt,  or  other  paper  certifying  the  receipt  of  arms»  ammunition,  provisions,  cloth* 
ing,  or  otiier  public  jiroperty  so  used  or  to  be  iise<l,  who  shall  make  or  deliver  the 
same  to  any  person  without  ha\dng  full  knowle^lge  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  stated 
therein,  and  with  intent  to  cheat,  defraud,  or  injure  the  United  States;  any  person 
in  said  forces  or  service  who  shall  knowingly  purchase  or  receive,  in  pledge  for 
any  obligation  or  indebtedness,  from  any  soldier,  officer,  or  other  person  called  into 
or  employed  in  said  forces  or  sers^ce,  any  arms,  equipments,  amnmnition,  clothes^  or 
military  stores,  or  other  public  property^  such  soldier,  officer,  or  other  person  not 
having  tlie  lawful  right  to  pledge  or  sell  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  crim- 
inal offense,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regiilations  made  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia 
when  called  into  and  employed  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  in  time 
of  war,  and  to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  every  person  so  offending  ma^^  be 
arrested  and  held  for  trial  by  a  court-martial,  and  if  found  guilty  shall  be  pimished 
by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  such  other  punishment  as  the  court-martial  may 
adjudge, save  the  punishment  of  death. 

Sec,  1,  And  be  it  fitrthtr  euadcd.  That  any  person  heretofore  called  or  hereafter 
to  be  called  into  or  employed  in  such  forces  or  service  who  shall  commit  any  viola- 
tion of  this  act,  aiul  shall  afterwards  receive  his  discliarge  or  be  dismissed  from  the 
service,  shall,  notwithstanding  such  discharge  or  dismissal,  continue  to  be  liable  to 
be  arrested  and  held  for  trial  and  sentence  by  a  court-martial  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  he  had  not  received  such  dischai^e  or  been  dismissed. 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


ExKCuTivE  Mansion,  May  2g,  r866. 

The  President  with  profound  sorrow  announces  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  the  death  of  Winfield  Scott,  the  late  Lieu  ten  ant -General 
of  the  Army.  On  tlie  day  wliich  may  be  appointed  for  his  funeral  the 
several  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government  will  be  closed. 

The  heads  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  mil  respectively  give 
orders  for  paying  appropriate  honors  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


[Prom  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  Jtinc  6,  id66d 

Attornky-General's  Offich, 

Washington,  D,  C,  June  5,  1866. 
By  direction  of  the  President,  ygu*  are  hereby  instructed  to  cause  the 
arrest  of  all  prominent,  leading,  or  conspicuous  persons  called  **Feniatis*' 
who  you  may  have  probable  cause  to  believe  have  been  or  may  be  guilty 
of  violations  of  the  neutrahty  laws  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  SPEED, 

A  ttomey-  General, 

*  Addresaed  to  district  attorneys  and  msrahals  of  the  Uaited  States. 
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Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  June  18,  1866, 
The  President  directs  the  undersigned  to  perform  the  painful  duty 
of  announcing  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  Lewis  Cass,  dis- 
tinguished not  more  by  faithful  service  in  varied  public  trusts  than  by 
exalted  patriotism  at  a  recent  period  of  political  disorder,  departed  this 
life  at  4  o'clock  yesterday  morning.  The  several  Executive  Departments 
of  the  Government  will  cause  appropriate  honors  to  be  rendered  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  at  home  and  abroad  wherever  the  national  name 
and  authority  are  acknowledged. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  26, 1866, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Recent  advices  indicate  an  early  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the 
French  expeditionary  forces  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  our  min- 
ister to  Mexico  should  place  himself  in  communication  with  that  Republic. 

In  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  his  mission  and  as  evidence  of  the  ear- 
nest desire  felt  by  the  United  States  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  the 
questions  involved,  I  deem  it  of  great  importance  that  General  Grant 
should  by  his  presence  and  advice  cooperate  with  our  minister. 

I  have  therefore  to  ask  that  you  will  request  General  Grant  to  proceed 
to  some  point  on  our  Mexican  frontier  most  suitable  and  convenient  for 
communication  with  our  minister,  or  (if  General  Grant  deems  it  best)  to 
accompany  him  to  his  destination  in  Mexico,  and  to  give  him  the  aid  of 
his  advice  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  for  the  General's  information. 

General  Grant  will  make  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  such  mat- 
ters as,  in  his  discretion,  ought  to  be  communicated  to  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  jo,  1866, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  having  found  it  inconvenient  to  assume 
the  duties  specified  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26th  instant,  you  will  please 
relieve  him  from  the  same  and  assign  them  in  all  respects  to  William  T. 
Sherman,  Lieutenant- General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  By  way 
of  guiding  General  Sherman  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  you  will 
furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  your  special  orders  to  General  Grant,  made 
in  compliance  with  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  together  with  a  co 
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of  the  inst ructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Lewi^  D,  Campbell,  esq., 
therein  mentioned.  The  Lieutenant* General  will  proceed  to  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duties  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  yours.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  i,  1866. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Sir:  In  the  report  of  General  Grant  of  the  27th  ultimo,  inclosed  in 
your  communication  of  that  date,  reference  is  made  to  the  force  at  pres- 
ent stationed  in  the  Military  Department  of  Washington  (which  embraces 
the  District  of  Columbia,  the  counties  of  Alexander  and  Fairfax,  Va,, 
and  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Delaware),  and  it  is  stated  that  the 
entire  number  of  troops  comprised  in  the  command  is  2,224,  of  which 
only  1,550  are  enumerated  as  **  effective, "  In  view  of  the  prevalence 
in  various  portions  of  the  countr}^  of  a  revolutionary^  and  turbulent  dis- 
position, which  might  at  any  moment  assume  insurrectionary  proportions 
and  lead  to  serious  disorders,  and  of  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  be  at 
all  times  prepared  to  act  with  decision  and  effect,  this  force  is  not  deemed 
adequate  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  seat  of  Government. 

I  therefore  request  that  you  will  at  once  take  such  measures  as  will 
insure  its  safety,  and  thus  discourage  any  attempt  for  its  possessioa  by 
insurgent  or  other  illegal  combinations. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


ExKCuTi\^  Mansion^ 
Washington,  D,  C,  November  2,  1866 
Hon.  Edw^in  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Sir:  There  is  ground  to  apprehend  danger  of  an  insurrection  in  Balti- 
more against  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  of  Maryland  on  or 
about  the  day  of  the  election  soon  to  be  held  in  that  city,  and  that  in 
such  contingency  the  aid  of  the  United  States  might  be  invoked  under 
the  acts  of  Congress  which  pertain  to  that  subject.  While  I  am  averse 
to  any  military  demonstration  that  would  have  a  tendency  to  interfere 
wuth  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  in  Baltimore  or  be  con- 
strued into  any  interference  in  local  questions,  I  feel  great  solicitude 
that  should  an  insurrection  take  place  the  Government  should  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  and  promptly  put  it  down,  I  accordingly  desire  you  to 
call  General  Grant's  attention  to  the  subject,  leaving  to  his  own  dis- 
cretion and  judgment  the  measures  of  preparation  and  precaution  that 
'  be  adopted. 
7ery  respectfully,  yours.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Washington^  December  j,  iS66. 
Fdio7V'Citi2efis  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

After  a  brief  inter\^al  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  resumes  its 
annual  legislative  labors.  An  alb  wise  and  merciful  Prov-idence  has  abated 
the  pestilence  which  visited  our  shores,  leaving  its  calaniitons  traces  upon 
some  portions  of  our  country.  Peace,  order,  tranquillity,  and  civil  author- 
ity have  been  formally  declared  to  exist  tliroughout  the  whole  of  the 
United  States.  In  all  of  the  States  civil  authority  has  superseded  the 
coercion  of  arms,  and  the  people,  by  their  voluntary  action,  are  jnaintaiu- 
ing  their  govenutients  in  full  activity  and  complete  operation.  The 
enforcement  of  the  laws  is  no  longer  *' obstructed  in  any  State  by  combi- 
nations too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial 
proceedings,"  and  the  animosities  engendered  by  the  war  are  rapidly 
yielding  to  the  beneficent  influences  of  our  free  institutions  and  to  the 
kindly  effects  of  unrestricted  social  and  commercial  iutcrcourse.  An 
entire  restoration  of  fraternal  feeling  nuist  be  the  earnest  wish  of  ever>* 
patriotic  heart;  and  we  will  have  accomplished  our  grandest  national 
achievement  when,  forgetting  the  sad  events  of  the  past  and  remember- 
ing only  their  instructive  less^jns,  we  resume  our  onward  career  as  a  free, 
prosperous,  and  united  people. 

In  my  message  of  the  4th  of  December,  1865,  Congress  was  inffrrmed  of 
the  measures  which  had  been  instituted  l)y  the  Executive  with  a  view 
to  the  gradual  restoration  of  the  States  in  which  the  insurrection  occurred 
to  their  relations  with  the  General  Covernment,  Provisional  governors 
had  lieen  apjjointed,  conventions  called,  governors  elected,  legislatures 
assembled,  and  Senators  and  Representatives  chosen  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  Courts  had  been  opened  for  the  enforcement  of  laws 
long  in  abeyance.  The  blockade  had  been  removed,  custom -lionses  rees- 
tablished, and  the  internal-revenue  laws  put  in  force,  in  order  that  the 
people  might  contribute  to  the  national  income.  Postal  o]ierations  had 
been  renewed,  and  efforts  were  being  made  to  restore  tlieni  to  their  former 
condition  of  efficiency.  The  States  themselves  had  been  asked  to  take 
part  in  the  high  function  of  amending  the  Constitution,  and  of  thus  sanc- 
tioning the  extinction  of  African  slavery  as  one  of  the  legitimate  results 
of  our  internecine  struggle. 

Having  progressed  thus  far,  the  executive  department  found  that  it  had 
accomplished  nearly  all  that  was  within  the  scope  of  its  constitutional 
authority.  One  thing,  howe\'er,  yet  remained  to  be  done  before  the  work 
of  restoration  could  be  completed,  and  that  was  the  admission  to  Congress 
of  loyal  Senators  and  Representatives  from  the  States  whose  people  had 
rebelled  against  the  lawful  authority  of  the  General  Government.     Thir 
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question  devolved  upon  the  respective  Houses,  which  by  the  Constitution 
are  made  the  judges  of  the  electious,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  their 
own  members,  and  its  consideration  at  once  engaged  the  attention  of 
Congress. 

In  the  meantime  the  executive  department^ — no  other  plan  having  been 
proposed  by  Congress^ — continued  its  eiforts  to  perfect »  as  far  as  was  prac- 
ticable, the  restoration  of  the  proper  relations  between  the  citizens  of  the 
respective  States,  the  States,  and  tlie  Federal  Government,  extending 
from  time  to  time>  as  the  public  interests  seemed  to  require,  the  judicial, 
revenue,  and  postal  systems  of  the  countr>\  With  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  the  necessary  officers  were  appointed  and  appropria- 
tions made  by  Congress  for  the  payment  of  their  salaries.  The  proposition 
to  amend  the  Federal  Constitution,  so  as  to  prevent  the  existence  of  slavery 
within  the  United  States  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction,  was 
ratified  by  the  requisite  number  of  States,  and  on  the  iSth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  it  was  officially  declared  to  haye  T:)ecome  valid  as  a  part  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  All  of  the  States  in  which  the  insurrec- 
tion had  existed  promptly  amended  their  constitutions  so  as  to  make  them 
conform  to  the  great  change  thus  effected  in  the  organic  law  of  the  land; 
declared  null  and  void  all  ordinances  and  laws  of  secession;  repudiated 
all  pretended  debts  and  obligations  created  for  the  revohitionan-  jnirposes 
of  the  insurrection,  and  proceeded  in  good  faith  to  the  enactment  of  meas- 
ures for  the  protection  and  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  colored 
'race.  Congress,  however,  yet  hesitated  to  admit  any  of  these  States  to 
representation,  and  it  was  not  until  toward  the  close  of  the  eighth  month 
of  the  session  that  an  exception  was  made  in  favor  of  Tennessee  by  the 
admission  of  her  Senatrirs  and  Representatives. 

I  deem  it  a  suliject  of  profound  regret  that  Congress  has  thus  far  failed 
to  admit  to  seats  loyal  Senators  and  Representatives  from  the  other 
States  whose  inhabitants,  with  those  of  Tennessee,  had  engaged  in  tlie 
rebellion.  Ten  States— more  than  one- fourth  of  the  whole  numl)er — 
remain  without  representation;  the  seats  of  fifty  members  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  of  twenty  members  in  the  Senate  are  yet  vacant, 
not  by  their  own  consent,  not  by  a  failure  of  election,  but  by  the  refusal 
of  Congress  to  accept  their  credentials.  Their  admission,  it  is  believed, 
would  have  accomplished  much  toward  the  renewal  and  strengthening 
of  our  relations  as  one  people  and  removed  serious  cause  for  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  States.  It  would  have  accorded 
with  the  great  principle  enunciated  in  the  Declaration  of  American  In* 
dependence  that  no  people  ought  to  f>ear  the  burden  of  taxation  and  yet 
be  denied  the  right  of  representation.  It  would  have  l^een  in  consonance 
with  the  express  pro\asions  of  the  Constitution  that  *'each  State  shall 
have  at  least  one  Representative'*  and  **that  no  State,  without  its  con- 
sent,  shall  Ije  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate."  These  pro- 
visions were  intended  to  secure  to  every  State  and  to  the  people  of  ex'cry 
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State  the  right  of  representation  in  each  House  of  Confess;  and  so 
important  was  it  deemed  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that  the 
equality  of  the  Stales  in  the  Senate  should  be  preser%Td  that  not  even 
by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  can  any  State,  without  its  consent, 
be  denied  a  voice  in  that  branch  of  the  National  Legislature. 

It  is  true  it  has  lieen  assumed  that  the  existence  of  the  States  was 
tenninated  by  the  rebellious  acts  of  their  inhabitants,  and  that^  the  in- 
surrection having  been  suppressed,  they  were  thenceforward  to  l>e  con- 
sidered merely  as  conquered  territories.  The  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  departments  of  the  Goveniment  have,  however,  with  great  dis- 
tinctness and  uniform  consistency »  refused  to  sanction  an  assumption  so 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  our  republican  system  and  with  the  pro- 
fessed objects  of  the  war.  Throughout  the  recent  legislation  of  Congress 
the  tmdeniable  fact  makes  itself  apparent  that  these  ten  [>olitical  comnui- 
uities  are  nothing  less  than  States  of  this  Union.  At  the  ver>^  com- 
mencement of  the  rebelhon  e£\ch  House  declared,  wTth  a  unanimity  as 
remarkable  as  it  was  significant,  that  the  war  w*as  not  **w^aged  ui>on  our 
part  in  any  spirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  sub- 
jugation, nor  purpose  of  overthro%ving  or  interfering  with  the  rights  or 
established  institutions  of  those  States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the 
supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  aO  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  to  presence  the  Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of 
the  several  States  unimpaired;  and  that  as  soon  as  these  objects"  were 
"accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease."  In  some  instances  Senators 
were  permitted  to  continue  tlieir  legislative  functions,  while  in  other 
instances  Representatives  were  electeil  and  admitted  to  seats  after  their 
States  had  formally  declared  their  right  to  withdraw  from  the  Union 
and  were  endeavoring  to  maintain  that  right  by  force  of  arms.  All  of 
the  States  whose  people  were  in  insurrection,  as  States,  were  included 
in  the  apportionment  of  the  direct  tax  of  $20,000,000  annually  laid  up<:m 
the  United  States  by  the  act  approved  5th  August,  1 861 ,  Congress,  by  the 
act  of  March  4,  1862,  and  by  the  apportionment  of  representation  there* 
under  also  recognized  their  presence  as  States  in  the  Union;  and  they 
have,  for  judicial  purposes,  been  divided  into  districts,  as  States  alone 
can  be  divided.  The  same  recognition  appears  in  the  recent  legislation 
in  reference  to  Tennessee*  which  evidently  rests  upoii  the  fact  that  the 
functions  of  the  State  were  not  destroyed  by  the  rebellion,  but  merely  sus- 
pended; and  that  principle  is  of  course  applicable  to  those  States  which, 
like  Tennessee,  attempted  to  renounce  their  places  in  the  Union. 

The  action  of  the  executive  department  of  the  Govenmient  upon  this 
subject  has  Ijeen  equally  definite  and  mi  1  form,  and  the  puqxise  of  the  war 
was  specifically  stated  in  the  proclamation  issued  by  my  predecessor  on 
the  22d  day  of  September,  1862,  It  was  then  solemnly  proclaimed  and 
declared  "that  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  the  war  wnll  be  prosecuted  for 
the  object  of  practically  restoring  the  constitutional  relation  between  the 
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Dolled  States  and  each  of  the  States  and  the  people  thereof  in  which 
fltidet  that  rdatkm  is  or  may  be  suspended  or  distixrbed," 

The  recognition  of  the  States  by  the  jadidal  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  also  been  clear  and  conclu5i\ne  in  all  proceedings  affecting 
them  as  States  had  in  the  Supreme,  circuit,  and  district  courts. 

In  the  admi^ision  of  Senators  and  Representatives  from  any  and  all  of 
the  St^iten  there  can  be  no  jnst  ground  of  apprehension  that  persons  who 
are  di^sloyal  will  be  clothed  with  the  powers  of  legislation,  for  this  could 
not  happen  when  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  are  enforced  by  a  vigilant 
and  faithful  Congress.  Each  House  is  made  the  *  *  judge  of  the  elections, 
returns,  and  quaUfications  of  its  own  members/*  and  may,  **with  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds.  expel  a  member/*  When  a  Senator  or  Rep- 
resentative presents  his  certificate  of  election,  he  may  at  once  be  admitted 
or  rejected;  or,  should  there  be  any  question  as  to  his  eligibility,  his  ere* 
dentials  may  l^e  referred  for  investigation  to  the  appropriate  committee. 
If  athiiitted  to  a  scat,  it  must  l>e  upon  evidence  satisfactor>^  to  the  House 
uf  which  he  thus  l)ccomes  a  member  that  he  possesses  the  requisite  con- 
Htittitioual  and  \m%2\  qualifications.  If  refused  admission  as  a  member ' 
for  want  of  chie  allegiance  to  the  Ck)vemment  and  returned  to  his  con- 
stitueutH,  they  are  admonished  that  none  but  persons  loyal  to  the  United 
States  will  Ikt  allowed  a  voice  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the  nation, 
and  tile  jKilittcal  power  and  moral  influence  of  Congress  are  thus  effect* 
ivcly  exerted  in  the  interests  of  loyalty  to  the  Government  and  fidelity 
In  the  Union,  Upon  this  question,  so  vitally  afi^ecting  the  restoration  of 
the  Union  and  the  permanency  of  our  present  form  of  government,  ray 
convictions,  heretofore  expressed,  have  undergone  no  change,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  their  correctness  has  been  confinned  by  reflection  and  time. 
If  the  admission  of  loyal  members  to  seats  in  the  respective  Houses  of 
Congress  was  wise  and  expedient  a  year  ago^  it  is  no  less  wise  and  expe- 
dient now.  If  this  anomalous  condition  is  right  now — if  in  the  exact 
condition  of  these  States  at  the  present  time  it  is  lawful  to  exclude  them 
from  represt-ntation^ — I  do  not  see  that  the  question  will  be  changed  by 
the  efHux  of  time.  Ten  years  hence,  if  these  States  remain  as  they  are, 
the  right  of  representation  will  be  no  stronger,  the  right  of  exclusion 
will  l>e  no  weaker. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  *  *  stich  measures  as 
he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient/*  I  know  of  no  meastire  more 
imperatively  demanded  by  every  consideration  of  national  interest,  sound 
|X)licy,  and  equal  justice  than  the  admission  of  loyal  memljers  from  the 
now  unrepresented  States,  This  would  consummate  tlie  work  of  restora- 
tion and  exert  a  most  salutary  influence  in  the  reestablishment  of  peace, 
harmony,  and  fraternal  feeling.  It  would  tend  greatly  to  renew  the  con- 
fidence of  the  American  people  in  the  \igor  and  stability  of  their  insti- 
tutions.    It  would  bind  us  more  closely  together  as  a  nation  and  enable 
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lis  to  show  to  the  world  the  inliereiit  and  recuperative  power  of  a  gov- 
ern me  lit  founded  U|xiu  the  will  of  the  people  and  established  ujjou  the 
principles  of  liberty;  justice,  and  intelligence.  Our  increased  strength 
and  enhanced  prosperity  would  irrefrag^ably  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of 
the  arguments  against  free  institutions  drawn  frtmi  our  recent  national 
disorders  by  the  enemies  of  republican  government.  The  admission  of 
loyal  members  from  the  States  now  excluded  from  Congress,  by  allaying 
doubt  and  apprehension,  would  turn  capital  now  awaiting  an  opportunity 
for  investment  into  the  channels  of  trade  and  itidustry.  It  would  alle- 
viate the  present  troubled  condition  of  tliose  Stales,  and  by  inducing 
emigration  aid  in  the  s^L-ttlemenl  of  fertile  regions  now  uncultivated  and 
lead  to  an  increased  production  of  tliose  staples  which  have  added  so 
greatly  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation  and  commerce  of  the  workh  New 
fields  of  enterprise  would  Ije  opened  to  our  progressive  people,  and  soon 
the  devastations  of  war  w*ould  be  repaired  and  all  traces  of  our  domestic 
difTcrences  effaced  from  the  minds  of  our  countr> men. 

In  our  efforts  to  irreserve  '*  the  unity  of  govennneni  which  constitutes 
us  one  people  *  *  by  restoring  the  States  to  the  condition  which  they  held 
prior  to  the  rebellion,  we  should  lie  cautions,  lest,  having  rescued  our 
nation  from  perils  of  threatened  disintegration,  we  resc:)rt  to  consolidation, 
and  in  the  end  absolute  despotism,  as  a  remedy  for  the  recurrence  of  simi- 
lar troubles.  The  war  having  tenuinated,  and  with  it  all  occasion  for 
the  exercise  of  powers  of  doubtful  constitutionality,  we  should  hasten  to 
bring  legislation  within  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
and  to  return  to  the  ancient  landmarks  established  by  our  fathers  for  the 
guidance  of  succeeding  generations. 

The  constitution  wliich  at  any  time  exists  till  elianged  by  an  explicit  and  autfientic 
act  of  llie  whole  jjeople  is  sacredly  obligatory  upon  all.  *  *  *  If  in  the  opinion 
of  tlie  people  the  distribution  or  modification  of  the  constitutional  powers  l>e  in  any 
particular  wrong,  let  it  be  corrected  by  an  amendment  in  the  way  which  the  Consti- 
tution designates;  but  let  there  be  no  change  by  usurpation,  for  *  *  ^*  it  is  the 
customary  weapon  hy  which  free  governments  are  destroyed, 

Washington  spoke  these  words  to  his  countrymen  when,  followed  by 
their  love  and  gratitude,  he  vohmtarily  retired  from  the  cares  of  public 
life.  "To  keep  in  all  things  within  tlie  pale  of  our  constitutional  powers 
and  cherish  the  Federal  Union  as  the  ojily  rock  of  safety  "  were  prescribed 
by  JefFerstin  as  rules  of  action  to  endear  to  his  " '  conntrymen  the  true 
principles  of  their  Constittition  and  promote  a  union  of  sentiment  and 
action,  equally  auspicious  to  their  happiness  and  safety."  Jackson  held 
that  the  action  of  the  General  Government  should  always  be  strictly  con- 
fined to  the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  duties,  and  jtistly  and  forcibly  urged 
that  our  Government  is  not  to  be  maintained  nor  our  Union  preserved 
•'by  invasions  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  several  States,  In  thus 
attempting  to  make  our  General  Government  strong  we  make  it  weak. 
Its  true  strength  consists  in  leaving  individuals  and  States  as  much  as 
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possible  to  themselves;  in  making  itself  felt,  not  in  its  power,  but  in  ili 
lieneficeiice ;  not  in  its  control,  but  in  its  protection;  not  in  binding  tb 
States  more  closely  to  the  center,  but  leaving  each  to  move  nnolifitmctei 
in  its  pro[>er  constitutional  orbit. ' '  These  are  the  teachings  of  men  wlios 
deeds  and  ser\'ices  have  made  them  illustrious,  and  who,  long  since  with- 
drawn from  the  scenes  of  life,  have  left  to  their  country'  the  rich  legacj 
of  their  example,  their  wisdom »  and  tlieir  jratriotism.  Drawing  fresl 
inspiration  from  their  lessons,  let  us  emulate  them  in  love  of  countrj^  atw 
respect  for  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

The  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  afiFords  much  information 
respecting  the  revenue  and  commerce  of  the  country.  His  views  upcn] 
the  currency  and  with  reference  to  a  proper  adjustment  of  our  revenui 
system,  internal  as  well  as  impost,  are  commended  to  the  careful  consid^ 
eration  of  Congress »  In  my  last  annual  message  I  expressed  my  general 
views  upon  these  subjects.  I  need  now  only  call  attention  to  the  neces^ 
sity  of  carrying  into  every  department  of  the  Government  a  system 
rigid  accountability,  tlioroogh  retrenchment,  and  wise  economy,  Witi 
no  exceptional  nor  unusual  expenditures,  the  oppressive  burdens  of  taxa- 
tion can  be  lessened  b\'  sucli  a  modification  of  our  revenue  laws  as  wil 
be  consistent  with  the  public  faith  and  the  legitimate  and  necessary  wants 
of  the  Government. 

The  report  presents  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition  of  our  linancef 
than  one  year  ago  the  most  sangume  could  have  anticipated.  Duriii| 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1865  ( the  last  year  of  the  w^ar),  thi 
public  debt  was  increased  $941 ,902,537,  and  on  the  31st  of  Octol:>er,  1865, 
it  amounted  to  $2,740,854,750.  On  the  3i3t  day  of  October,  1866 
had  been  reduced  to  $2,551,310,006,  the  diminution  during  a  period  a 
fourteen  months,  commencing  September  i,  1865,  and  ending  Octobel 
31,  1866,  having  Ijeen  $206,379,565.  In  the  last  annual  report  on  th< 
state  of  the  finances  it  was  estimated  that  during  the  three  quarters  o 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  Jime  last  the  debt  would  be  increa^ 
$1 12, 194,947.  During  that  period,  how^ever,  it  was  reduced  $31, 196,387, 
the  receipts  of  the  year  having  been  $89,905,905  more  and  the  expendi- 
tures $200,529,235  less  than  the  estimates.  Nothing  could  more  clearly 
indicate  than  these  statements  the  extent  and  availability  of  the  nationa 
resources  and  the  rapidity  and  safety  wath  whi  :h,  under  our  fonn  of  gov- 
ernment, great  militan'  and  naval  establtslmicnts  can  be  disbanded  an< 
expenses  reduced  from  a  war  to  a  peace  footing. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1866,  the  receipts  were  $558, 
032,620  and  the  exi>euditures  $520,750,940,  leaving  an  available  surpli 
of  $37,281,680.  It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing the  30th  June,  1867,  will  be  $475^061,386,  and  that  the  expenditures 
will  reach  the  sum  of  $316428,078,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  a  surplus 
$^58, 633, 308.  For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  18S6,  it  is  estimates 
that  the  receipts  will  amount  to  $436,000,000  and  that  the  expendi 
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tures  will  be  $350,247,641,  showing  an  excess  of  $85,752,359  in  favor 
of  the  Govemment.  These  estimated  receipts  may  be  diminished  by  a 
reduction  of  excise  and  import  duties,  but  after  all  necessar}'  reductions 
shall  have  been  made  the  revenue  of  the  present  and  of  following  years 
will  doubtless  be  sufi&cient  to  cover  all  legitimate  charges  upon  the  Treas- 
Mry  a!id  leave  a  large  annual  surphis  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  of  the  debt.  There  seems  now  to  hit  no  good  reason  why  taxes 
may  not  l>e  reduced  as  the  country  advances  in  population  and  wealth, 
and  yet  the  debt  Ijc  extinguished  within  the  next  quarter  of  a  centur>'. 

The  report  of  the  Secretar>^  of  War  furnishes  valuable  and  important 
hiformation  in  reference  to  the  operations  of  his  Department  during  the 
past  year.  F'evv  vein nteers  now  remain  in  the  service,  and  they  are  Ijeing 
discharged  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  replaced  hy  regular  troops.  The 
Army  has  been  promptly  paid,  carefully  provided  with  medical  treat- 
ment.  well  sheltered  and  subsisted,  and  is  to  lie  furnished  with  breech- 
loading  small  arms.  The  mihtary  strength  of  the  nation  has  been  unim- 
paired by  the  discharge  of  volunteers,  the  disposition  of  miserv^iceable 
or  perishable  stores,  and  the  retrenchment  of  expenditure.  Sufficient 
war  material  to  meet  any  emergency  has  been  retained,  and  from  the 
disbanded  volunteers  standing  ready  to  re.spond  to  the  national  call  large 
armies  can  be  rapidly  organized,  equipped,  and  concentrated.  Fortifica- 
tions on  the  coast  and  frontier  have  received  or  are  being  prepared  for 
more  powerful  armaments;  lake  sur\^eys  and  harbor  atid  river  improve- 
ments are  in  course  of  energetic  prosecution.  Preparations  have  been 
made  for  the  payment  of  the  additional  bounties  authorized  during  the 
recent  session  of  Congress,  under  such  regulations  as  will  protect  the 
Government  from  fraud  and  secure  to  the  honorably  discharged  soldier 
the  welbearned  reward  of  his  faithfulness  and  gallantry.  More  than 
6,000  maimed  soldiers  have  received  artificial  hmbs  or  other  surgical 
apparatus,  and  41  national  cemeteries,  containing  the  remains  of  104,526 
Union  soldiers,  have  already  been  established.  The  total  estimate  of 
miUtar>"  appropriations  is  $25,205,669. 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\^  that  the  naval 
force  at  this  time  consists  of  278  vessels,  armed  witli  2,351  gnus.  Of 
thescp  115  vessels,  carrying  1,029  gtms,  are  in  commission,  distributed 

■  chiefly  among  seven  squadrons.  The  number  of  men  in  the  service  is 
H  13,600.     Great  acti%nty  and  vigilance  have  been  displayed  by  all  the 

■  squadrons,  and  their  movements  have  been  judiciously  and  efficiently 
H  arranged  in  such  maimer  as  would  best  promote  American  commerce 
H  and  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  our  countrymen  abroad.  The 
H  vessels  imemployed  are  undergoing  repairs  or  are  laid  up  until  their 
H  ser\4ces  may  be  required.  Most  of  the  ironclad  fleet  is  at  League  Island, 
B  m  the  vicinity  of  Pliiladelphia,  a  place  which,  initil  decisive  action 
I         should  be  taken  by  Congress,  was  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
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that  a  suitable  i>ublxc  station  sliould  be  provided  for  the  iroticlad  fleet. 
It  is  intended  that  these  vessels  shall  be  in  proper  condition  for  any 
emergency,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  bill  accepting^  League  Island  for 
naval  purposes,  which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  at  its  last 
session  J  should  receive  final  action  at  an  early  period,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  a  suitable  pul>lic  station  for  this  class  of  vessels,  as  well  as  a  navy- 
yard  of  area  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  sen.'ice  on  the  Delaware  River, 
The  naval  pension  fund  amoiuits  to  $11,750,000,  hawig  been  increased 
$2,750,000  during  the  year.  The  expenditures  of  the  Department  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June  last  were  $43,324,526,  and  the  estimates 
for  the  coming  year  amount  to  $23,568,436.  Attention  is  invited  to 
the  condition  of  our  seamen  and  the  importance  of  legislative  measures 
for  their  relief  and  improvement.  The  suggestions  in  l>ehalf  of  this 
deserving  class  of  our  fellow-dtizens  are  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
favorable  attention  of  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  Post  master- Genera  I  presents  a  most  satisfactory 
condition  of  the  postal  sennce  and  submits  recommendations  which  de- 
serve the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  revenues  of  the  Department 
for  the  3'ear  ending  June  30,  1866,  were  $14,386,986  and  the  expenditures 
$15,352,079,  showing  an  excess  of  the  latter  of  $965,093.  In  anticipa- 
tion of  this  deficiency,  however,  a  special  appropriation  w-as  made  by 
Congress  in  the  act  approved  July  28,  1866.  Including  the  standing 
appropriation  of  $700,000  for  free  mail  matter  as  a  legitimate  portion  of 
the  revenues,  yet  remaining  tuicxpended,  the  actual  deficiency  for  the  |>ast 
year  is  only  $265,093 — a  sum  within  $51,141  of  the  amount  estimated 
in  the  annual  report  of  1864.  The  decrease  of  revenue  compared  with 
the  previous  year  was  i^  5  per  cent,  and  tbe  increase  of  expenditures, 
owing  priuciimlly  to  the  enlargement  of  the  mail  service  in  the  South, 
was  12  per  cent.  On  the  30th  of  June  last  there  were  in  operation  6,930 
mail  routes,  with  an  aggregate  length  of  180,921  miles,  an  aggregate 
annual  transportation  of  71,837,914  miles,  and  an  aggregate  annual  cost, 
including  all  expenditures,  of  $8,410, 184,  The  length  of  railroad  routes 
is  32,092  miles  and  the  annual  transportation  30,609,467  miles.  The 
length  of  steam lx>at  routes  is  14,346  miles  and  the  annual  transportation 
3,411,962  miles.  The  mail  ser\*ice  is  rapidly  increasing  throughout  the 
whole  country,  and  its  steady  extension  in  the  Southern  States  indicates 
their  constantly  improving  ajndition.  The  growing  impirtance  of  the 
foreign  service  also  merits  attention.  The  post-office  department  of 
Great  Britain  and  our  own  have  agreed  upon  a  preliminary  basis  for  a 
new  postal  convention,  which  it  is  belie%^ed  will  prove  eminently  benefi- 
cial to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  con- 
templates a  reduction  of  the  international  letter  postage  to  one- half  the 
existing  rates;  a  reduction  of  postage  with  all  other  countries  to  and  from 
which  correspondence  is  transmitted  in  the  British  mail,  or  in  closed  mails 
through  the  United  Kingdom;  the  establishment  of  uniform  and  reason- 
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able  charges  for  the  sea  and  territorial  transit  i»f  correspondence  in  closed 
mails;  and  an  allowance  to  each  post-office  departnieiit  of  the  right  to 
use  all  mail  conyimuicatioiis  estabhshed  under  the  authority  of  the  other 
for  the  dispatch  of  correspondence,  either  in  open  or  closed  mails,  on  the 
same  terms  as  those  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  provid- 
ing the  means  of  transmission. 

The  report  of  the  ScxTetary  of  the  Interior  exhibits  the  condition  of 
those  branches  of  tlie  public  service  which  are  coiimntted  to  his  super- 
vision. During  the  last  fiscal  year  4,629,312  acres  of  public  land  were 
dispi:rsed  of,  1,892,516  acres  of  which  were  entered  under  the  homestead 
act.  The  policy  originally  adopted  relative  to  the  public  lands  has  under- 
gone essential  niodifications.  Immediate  revenue,  and  not  their  rapid 
settlement,  was  the  cardinal  feature  of  our  land  system.  Long  experi- 
ence and  earnest  discussion  have  resulted  in  the  conviction  that  the  early 
development  of  our  agricultural  resources  and  the  diffusion  of  an  ener- 
getic population  over  our  vast  territon'  are  objects  of  far  greater  impor- 
tance to  the  national  growth  and  prosperity  than  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  laud  to  the  highest  bidder  in  ojien  market.  The  preemption 
laws  confer  upon  the  pioneer  who  complies  with  the  terms  they  im|>ose 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  a  limited  portion  of  "unoffered  lands**  at  the 
niininunn  price.  The  homestead  enactments  reheve  the  settler  from 
the  payment  of  purchase  money,  and  secure  him  a  pennanent  home  upon 
the  condition  of  residence  for  a  term  of  years.  This  hl)eral  policy  invites 
emigration  from  the  Old  and  from  the  more  crowded  portions  of  the 
New  World.  Its  propitious  results  are  tnidoubted,  and  will  Ix;  more 
signally  manifested  when  time  shall  liave  given  to  it  a  wider  development. 

Congress  has  made  liberal  grants  of  public  land  to  cx>rporations  in  aid 
of  the  constrtictiou  of  railroads  and  other  internal  improvements*  Should 
this  policy  hereafter  prevail,  more  stringent  provisions  will  be  required  to 
secure  a  faithftil  application  of  the  fund.  The  title  to  the  lands  should 
not  pass,  by  patent  or  otherwise,  but  remain  in  the  Government  and  sid>- 
ject  to  its  control  until  some  pf)rtion  of  the  road  has  bet-n  actually  built. 
Portions  of  them  might  then  from  time  to  time  l>e  conveyed  to  the  cor- 
poration, but  never  in  a  greater  ratio  to  the  whole  quantity  embraced  by 
the  grant  than  the  completed  |>arts  l:)ear  to  tlie  entire  length  of  the  pro- 
jectetl  improvement.  This  restriction  would  not  operate  to  the  prejudice 
of  any  undertaking  conceived  in  goo<l  faith  and  executed  with  reasonable 
energ\\  as  it  is  the  settled  practice  to  withdraw  from  market  the  lands 
falling  within  the  operattoii  of  such  grants,  and  thus  to  exclude  the  incep- 
tion of  a  subsequent  adverse  right.  A  breach  of  the  conditions  which 
Congress  niay  deem  proper  to  impose  should  work  a  forfeiture  of  claim  to 
the  lands  so  withdrawn  but  unconveyed.  and  of  title  to  the  lands  conveyed 
w^hich  remain  unsold. 

Operations  on  the  several  lines  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  have  been  pros- 
ecuted wnth  unexampled  vigor  and  success.    Should  no  unforeseen  causes 
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of  delay  occur,  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  this  great  thorough- 
fare will  be  completed  T>efore  the  expiration  of  the  i>eriod  designated  by 
Congress. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  amount  paid  to  pensioners,  Including 
the  expenses  of  disbursement,  was  $13, 459*996,  and  50.177  names  were 
added  to  the  pension  rolls.  The  entire  nimiher  of  jxinsioners  Jiuie  30, 
1866,  was  126,722.  This  fact  furnishes  melancholy  aud  striking  proof 
of  the  sacrifices  made  to  vindicate  the  constitutional  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government  and  to  maintain  in\nolate  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 
They  impose  upon  us  corresponding  ubhgations.  It  is  estimated  that 
$33,000,000  w^ill  be  required  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  this  branch  of  the 
serv^ice  dming  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Treaties  have  been  concluded  with  the  Indians,  who,  enticed  intoanned 
opposition  to  our  Government  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  have 
unconditionally  sulnnitted  to  our  authority  and  manifested  an  earnest 
desire  for  a  renewal  of  friendh'  relations. 

During  the  year  ending  Septeml^er  30,  1866,  8.716  patents  for  useful 
inventions  and  designs  were  issued,  and  at  that  date  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  patent  fund  ivas  $228,297. 

As  a  subject  upon  w^hich  depends  an  innnense  amount  of  the  produc- 
tion  and  conuuerce  of  the  country,  I  recommend  to  Congress  such  leg- 
islation  as  may  l>e  necessar}'  for  the  presen-ation  of  the  le\'ees  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  It  is  a  matter  of  national  importance  that  early  steps 
should  l)e  taken,  not  only  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  these  barriers  agaitist 
destructive  inundations,  but  for  the  removal  of  all  obstructions  to  the 
free  and  safe  navigation  of  tliat  great  channel  of  trade  and  commerce. 

The  District  of  Columbia  imder  existing  laws  is  not  entitled  to  that  rep- 
resentation in  the  national  councils  which  from  our  earliest  liistor>"  has 
been  uniforud>'  accorded  to  each  Territor}^  established  from  time  to  time 
witliin  our  limits.  It  maintains  peculiar  relations  to  Congress,  to  whom 
the  Constitution  has  granted  the  powder  of  exercising  exclusive  legisla- 
tion over  the  seat  of  Government,  Our  fellows-citizens  residing  in  the 
District,  wdiose  interests  are  thus  confided  to  the  special  guardianship 
of  Congress,  exceed  in  number  the  population  of  several  of  our  Territo- 
ries, and  no  just  reason  is  perceived  wdiy  a  Delegate  of  their  clioice  should 
not  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  R«jpresentatives.  No  mode 
seems  so  apjjropriate  and  effectual  of  enabling  them  to  make  known  their 
peculiar  condition  and  wants  and  of  securing  the  local  legislation  adapted 
to  them.  I  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the 
electors  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  choose  a  Delegate,  to  Ije  allow^ed 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Delegate  representing  a  Territor\\ 
The  increasing  enterprise  and  rapid  progress  of  improvement  in  the  Dis- 
trict are  highly  gratifying,  and  I  trust  that  the  efforts  of  the  municipal 
authorities  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  national  metropoUs  will 
receive  the  eflEcient  and  geuerous  cooperation  of  Congress.  j 
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The  report  of  the  Coniiiiissioner  of  Agriculture  reviews  the  operations 
of  his  Department  duriiig^  the  past  year,  and  asks  the  aid  of  Cong^ress  in 
its  efforts  to  encourage  those  States  wliich,  scourged  by  war,  are  now 
earnestly  engaged  in  the  reorganization  of  domestic  indtistry* 

It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  no  foreign  combinations  against 
our  domestic  peace  and  safety  or  our  legitimate  influence  among  the 
nations  have  1>een  formed  or  attempted.  While  sentiments  of  reconcil- 
iation, loyalty,  and  patriotism  have  increased  at  home,  a  more  just  con- 
sideration  of  our  national  character  and  rights  has  been  manifested  by 
foreign  nations. 

The  entire  success  of  the  Atlantic  telegraph  between  the  coast  of  Ire- 
land and  the  Province  of  Newfoundland  is  an  achievement  which  has 
been  justly  celebrated  in  lx>th  hemispheres  as  the  opening  of  an  era  in 
the  progress  of  civilization.  There  is  reast_>n  to  expect  that  equal  success 
will  attend  and  even  greater  results  follow  the  enterprise  for  connecting 
the  two  continents  through  the  Pacific  Ocean  by  the  projected  line  of 
telegraph  between  Kamchatka  and  the  Rtissian  possessions  in  .\merica. 

The  resokition  of  Congress  protesting  against  pardons  by  foreign  gov- 
ernments  of  persons  convicted  of  infamous  off  eases  on  condition  of  emi- 
gration to  our  country  has  l>een  coninmnicated  to  the  states  with  which 
we  maintain  intercotirse,  and  the  practice,  so  justly  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint on  our  part,  has  not  been  renewed. 

The  congratulations  of  Congress  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  upon  his 
escape  from  attempted  assassination  have  been  presented  to  that  humane 
and  enlightened  nder  and  received  by  him  with  expressions  of  grateful 
appreciation. 

The  Executive,  warned  of  an  attempt  by  Spanish  American  adven- 
turers to  induce  the  emigration  of  freedmen  of  the  United  States  to  a  for- 
eign coimtr>',  protested  against  the  project  as  one  which,  if  constimmated, 
would  reduce  them  to  a  bondage  even  more  oppressive  than  that  from 
W'hich  they  have  just  1:>een  relieved.  Assurance  has  lieeti  received 
from  the  Go\'emment  of  the  State  in  which  the  plan  was  tnatured  that 
the  proceeding  will  meet  neither  its  encouragement  nor  approval.  It  is 
a  question  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether  our  laws  upon  this 
subject  are  adequate  to  the  prevention  or  punishment  of  the  crime  thus 
meditated. 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  as  Congress  is  aware,  a  friendly  arrange- 
ment was  made  between  the  Emperor  of  France  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  the  withdrawal  from  Mexico  of  the  French  expe- 
ditionary militar>-  forces.  This  withdrawal  was  to  be  effected  in  three 
detachments,  the  first  of  which,  it  was  understood,  would  leave  Mexico  in 
November,  now  past,  the  second  in  March  next,  and  the  third  and  last 
in  Noveml3er,  1867,  Immediately  ujwn  the  completion  of  the  evacuation 
the  French  Government  was  to  assume  the  same  attitude  of  noniuterven- 
tion  in  regard  to  Mexico  as  is  held  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
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States.  Repeated  assurauces  have  been  given  by  the  Emperor  since  that 
agreement  that  he  wonld  complete  the  promised  evacuation  within  the 
period  mentioned,  or  sooner. 

It  was  reasonably  expected  that  the  proceedings  thus  contemplated 
would  produce  a  crisis  of  great  political  interest  in  the  Repubhc  of  Mex- 
ico. The  newly  appointed  minister  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Campbell, 
was  therefore  sent  forward  on  the  9th  day  of  November  last  to  assume 
his  proper  functions  as  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 
that  Republic.  It  was  also  thought  exi:iedient  that  he  should  be  attended 
in  the  \4cinity  of  Mexico  by  the  Lieutenant-General  pf  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  such  information  as  might  be 
important  to  detemutie  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  United  States 
in  reestablishing  and  maintaining  necessary  and  proper  hitercourse  with 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,  Deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  hberty  and 
humanity,  it  seemed  an  obvious  duty  on  our  part  to  exercise  whatever 
influence  we  possessed  for  the  restoration  and  permanent  establishment 
in  that  country  of  a  domestic  and  republican  form  of  government. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  our  affairs  in  regard  to  Mexico  when,  on  the 
22d  of  November  last,  official  information  was  received  from  Paris  that 
the  Emperor  of  France  had  some  time  before  decidt^d  not  to  withdraw  a 
detachment  of  his  forces  in  the  month  of  November  past,  accorditig  to 
engagement,  but  that  this  decision  was  made  with  the  purpose  of  with- 
drawing  the  whole  of  those  forces  in  the  ensuing  spring.  Of  this  deter- 
miuatioUj  however,  the  United  States  had  not  received  any  notice  or 
intimation,  and  so  soon  as  the  information  was  received  by  the  Goveni- 
ment  care  was  taken  to  make  known  its  dissent  to  the  Emperor  of 
France. 

I  can  not  forego  the  hope  that  France  will  reconsider  the  subject  and 
adopt  M>me  resolntion  in  regard  to  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  which  will 
conform  as  nearly  as  practicable  with  the  existing  engagement,  ami  thus 
meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  United  States.  The  papers  relating  to 
the  subject  will  l)e  laid  l)efore  you*  It  is  lielieved  that  with  the  evacuation 
of  Mexico  by  the  expeditionar)'  forces  no  subject  for  serious  differences 
between  France  and  the  United  States  would  remain.  The  expressions  of 
the  Emperor  and  people  of  France  warrant  a  Iiope  that  the  traditionary 
friendship  between  the  two  conniries  miL;ht  it;  that  case  W-  rciitwcd  :\\\i\ 
jiermanently  restored. 

A  claim  of  a  citizen  uf  the  Ijiited  States  tur  nukinnity  tor  spohations 
committed  on  the  high  seas  by  the  French  authorities  in  tlie  exercise  of 
a  belligerent  power  against  Mexico  has  been  met  by  the  Govcnunent 
of  France  with  a  proposition  to  defer  settlement  until  a  mutual  cotiven- 
tion  for  the  adjustment  of  all  claims  r>f  citixeiLs  and  subjects  of  both 
countries  arising  out  of  the  recent  war»  oit  this  coutineiit  shuU  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  two  countries.     Thr  '^on  is  U"  k% 

but  it  beloncrs  to  CoULvrcvs  t(>  ilir-  muT  in  n- 
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fiity  by  foreigners  as  well  as  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  arising  out 
of  the  late  civil  war  shall  be  adjudicated  and  determined.  I  have  no 
donbt  that  t!ie  subject  of  all  such  claims  will  engage  your  attention  at  a 
conv^enient  and  proper  time. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  no  considerable  advance  has  been  made 
toward  an  adjusttnent  of  the  differences  lietween  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  arising  out  of  the  depredations  upon  our  national  commerce 
and  other  trespasses  couiniitted  during  our  civil  war  by  British  subjects, 
in  violation  of  international  law  and  treaty  obligations.  The  delay,  how- 
ever, may  be^believed  to  have  resulted  in  no  small  degree  from  the  cloraes- 
tic  situation  of  Great  Britain.  An  entire  change  of  ministry  occurred 
in  that  country  during  the  last  session  of  Parliament.  The  attention 
of  the  new  ministry  was  called  to  the  subject  at  an  early  day,  and  there 
is  some  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  now  l^e  considered  in  a  becoming  and 
friendly  spirit.  The  importance  of  an  early  disposition  of  the  question 
can  not  Ije  exaggerated.  Whatever  might  be  the  wishes  of  the  two 
Govennnents,  it  is  manifest  that  goo<:l  will  and  fri*;ndship  l)etw*een  the 
two  countries  can  not  Ix^  established  until  a  reciprocity  in  the  practice 
of  good  faith  and  neutrality  shall  be  restored  between  the  res|)ective 
nations. 

On  the  6th  of  June  last,  in  violation  of  our  neutrality  laws,  a  military 
expedition  and  enterprise  against  the  British  North  American  colonies 
was  projected  and  attempted  to  be  carried  on  wnthin  the  territory  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  In  obedience  to  the  obligation  imposed 
upon  the  Executive  by  the  Constitution  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faith- 
fully executed,  all  citizens  were  wanied  by  proclamation  against  taking 
part  in  or  aiding  such  unlawful  proceedings,  and  the  proi>er  civil,  mili- 
tary, and  naval  officers  w^ere  directed  to  take  all  necessary  measures  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws.  The  expedition  failed^  but  it  has  not  been 
without  its  painful  consequences.  Some  of  our  citizens  who,  it  was 
alleged,  were  engaged  in  the  expedition  were  captured,  and  ha\*e  been 
brought  to  trial  as  for  a  capital  offense  in  the  Province  of  Canada,  Jtidg- 
ment  and  sentence  of  death  have  been  pronounced  against  scjme,  w^hile 
others  have  lieen  acquitted.  Fully  behe\iug  in  the  maxim  of  govern- 
ment that  severity  of  civil  punishment  for  misguided  persons  wdio  have 
engaged  in  revolutionary  attempts  which  have  disastrously  failed  is  nn- 
sound  and  unwise,  such  representations  have  been  made  to  the  British 
Government  in  behalf  of  the  convicted  persons  as.  being  sustained  by  an 
enhghtened  and  humane  judgment,  %vilb  it  ishof>ed,  induce  in  their  cases 
an  exercise  of  clemency  and  a  judicious  amnesty  to  all  who  were  engaged 
in  the  movement.  CouTisel  has  been  employed  \^y  the  Government  to 
defend  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  trial  for  capital  offenses  in  Cana^ 
and  a  discontinuance  of  the  prosecutions  which  w^ere  instituted  iu 
courts  of  the  United  States  against  those  who  took  part  in  the  expedi 
has  been  directed. 
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I  liave  regarded  the  expedition  as  not  only  political  in  its  nature,  but 
as  also  in  a  great  measure  foreign  from  the  United  States  in  its  causes, 
character,  and  objects.  The  attempt  was  understood  to  be  made  in  s>*m- 
pathy  with  an  insurgent  party  in  Ireland,  and  by  striking  at  a  British 
Province  on  this  continent  was  designed  to  aid  in  obtaining  redress  for 
pohtical  grievances  which,  it  was  assumed,  the  people  of  Ireland  had  suf- 
fered at  the  hands  of  the  British  Goverimient  during  a  period  of  several 
centuries.  The  persons  engaged  in  it  were  chiefly  natives  of  that  coun- 
try, some  of  whom  had,  while  others  had  not,  become  citizens  of  the 
United  States  under  our  general  laws  of  naturalization.  Complaints  of 
misgovern ment  iii  Ireland  continually  engage  the  attention  of  the  British 
nation ,  and  so  great  an  agitation  is  noiv  prevailing  in  Ireland  that  the 
British  Government  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  that  country.  These  circumstances  must  necessarily 
modify  the  opinion  which  we  might  othen\'ise  have  entertained  in  regard 
to  an  expedition  expressly  prohibited  by  our  neutrality  laws.  So  long 
as  those  laws  remain  upon  our  statute  books  they  should  be  faithfully 
executed,  and  if  they  of>erate  harshly,  unjustly,  or  oppressively  Congress 
alone  can  apply  the  remedy  by  their  modification  or  repeal. 

Political  and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  are  not  lui- 
likely  to  be  affected  in  some  degree  by  events  which  are  transpiring  in 
the  eastern  regions  of  Europe,  and  the  time  seems  to  have  come  when 
our  Government  ought  to  have  a  proper  diplomatic  representation  in 
Gr^<^, 

This  Government  has  claimed  for  all  persons  not  contacted  or  accused 
or  suspected  of  crime  an  absolute  political  right  of  self-expatriation  and 
a  choice  of  new  national  allegiance.  Most  of  the  European  States  have 
dissented  from  this  principle,  and  have  claimed  a  right  to  hold  such  of 
their  subjects  as  have  emigrated  to  and  been  naturalized  in  the  United 
States  and  afterwards  returned  on  transient  visits  to  their  native  coun- 
tries to  the  performance  of  railitarv^  ser\'ice  in  like  manner  as  resident 
subjects.  Complaints  arising  from  the  claim  in  this  respect  made  by 
foreign  states  have  heretofore  been  matters  of  controversy  l>etw*een  the 
United  States  and  some  of  the  European  powers,  and  the  irritation  con- 
sequent upon  the  faihwe  to  settle  this  question  increased  during  the  war 
in  w^hich  Prussia,  Italy,  and  Austria  were  recently  engaged.  While 
Great  Britain  has  never  acknowledged  the  right  of  expatriation,  she  has 
not  for  some  years  past  practically  insisted  upon  the  oppc«site  doctrine. 
France  has  been  equally  forbearing,  and  Prussia  has  proposed  a  com- 
promise, which,  although  e\'incing  increased  liberality,  has  not  been 
accepted  by  the  United  States.  Peace  is  now  prevailing  ever>'ivhere  in 
Europe,  and  the  present  seems  to  be  a  favorable  time  for  an  assertion  by 
Congress  of  the  principle  so  long  maintained  by  the  executive  depart- 
ment that  naturalization  by  one  state  fully  exempts  the  native-born  sub- 
ject of  any  other  state  from  the  performance  of  military  service  under  any 


Andrew  Johnson 

foreign  government,  so  \an^  as  he  does  not  voluntarily^  renounce  its  rights 
and  benefits. 

In  the  performance  of  a  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Constitution  I 
have  thus  siihniittefl  to  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  i>eople 
such  iiiforniatioti  of  our  domestic  and  foreign  affairs  as  the  public  interests 
seem  to  require.  Our  Government  is  now  undergoing  its  most  tr>4ng 
ordeal,  and  my  earnest  prayer  is  that  the  peril  may  be  successfully  and 
finally  passed  without  impairing  its  original  strength  and  symmetry. 
The  interests  of  the  nation  are  best  to  be  promoted  by  the  revival  of 
fraternal  relations,  the  complete  obliteration  of  oivr  past  differences,  and 
the  reinauguratinn  of  all  the  pursuits  of  peace.  Directing  oitr  efforts  to 
the  early  accomplishment  of  these  great  ends,  let  us  endeavor  to  preserve 
hannony  between  the  coordinate  departments  of  the  Goveniment,  that 
each  in  its  proper  sphere  may  cordially  cooperate  with  the  other  in  secur- 
ing the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution,  the  preser\^ation  of  the  Union, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES, 


Washington.  December  8,  iS66. 

To  the  House  of  Represeniatives: 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  5th 
instant,  inquiring  if  any  |x>rtion  of  Mexican  territory  has  been  occupied 
by  United  States  troops,  I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  upon  the 


subject  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  December  S,  1S66. 
To  ihe  House  of  Represeniatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
relating  to  the  discovery  and  arrest  of  John  H.  Surratt. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  ir,  rS66. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Attor- 
ney-Genera!, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  3d  instant*  request- 
ing the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House,  "if  not  in  his  opinion 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  the  information  asked  for  in  a 
resolution  of  this  House  dated  the  23d  June  last,  and  which  resolution 
he  has  up  to  this  time  failed  to  answer,  as  to  whether  any  application 
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has  been  made  to  him  for  the  pardon  of  G.  E.  Pickett,  who  acted  as  a 
major-general  of  the  rebel  forces  in  the  late  war  for  the  suppression  of 
insurrection,  and,  if  so,  what  has  been  the  action  thereon;  and  also  to 
communicate  copies  of  all  papers,  entries,  indorsements,  and  other  docu- 
mentary evidence  in  relation  to  any  proceeding  in  connection  with  such 
application;  and  that  he  also  inform  this  House  whether,  since  the 
adjournment  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  on  the  30th  of  March  last,  of  the  last 
board  or  court  of  inquiry  convened  to  investigate  the  facts  attending  the 
hanging  of  a  number  of  United  States  soldiers  for  alleged  desertion  from 
the  rebel  army,  any  further  measures  have  been  taken  to  bring  the  said 
Pickett  or  other  perpetrators  of  that  crime  to  punishment.  * ' 

In  transmitting  the  accompanying  papers  containing  the  information 
requested  by  the  House  of  Representatives  it  is  proper  to  state  that, 
instead  of  bearing  date  the  23d  of  June  last,  the  first  resolution  was  dated 
the  23d  of  July,  and  was  received  by  the  Executive  only  four  days  before 
the  termination  of  the  session.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  14,,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeyiiaiives: 

I  communicate  a  translation  of  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  August  last 
addressed  to  me  by  His  Majesty  Alexander,  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  reply 
to  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  on  the  i6th  day  of  May, 
1866,  relating  to  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Emperor,  a  certified 
copy  of  which  was,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  Congress,  forwarded 
to  His  Majesty  by  the  hands  of  Gustavus  V.  Fox,  late  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  NavT  of  the  United  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  75-,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  Atchison  and  Pikes  Peak  Railroad  Company. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  20, 1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Deceml>er  4  last,  requesting  information  ' '  relating  to  the  attempt  of  Santa 
Anna  and  Ortega  to  organize  armed  expeditions  within  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  National  Government  of  the  Republic 
of  Mexico, ' '  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
accompanying  it.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  December  21, 1866, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th 
instant,  calling  for  a  copy  of  certain  corresix>ndence  relating  to  the  joint 
occupancy  of  the  island  of  San  Juan,  in  Washington  Tcrritor>^  I  transmit 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject, 

ANDREW  JOHNvSON. 

Washington,  January  j,  i86j. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  coniinutiicate  ati  additiotial  re}X)rt  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  relating  to  the  discovery^  and  arrest  of  John  H.  Surratt. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 


Washington,  January  8,  i86j. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  repcjrt  from  tlie  Secretary  of  War  and  the  accom- 
panying papers,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  13th  ultimo,  requesting  copies  of  all  official  documents,  orders, 
letters,  and  papers  of  every  description  relative  to  the  trial  by  a  military 
commission  and  conviction  of  Crawford  Keys  and  others  for  the  mur- 
der of  Emor>'  Smith  and  others,  and  to  the  respite  of  the  senteuce  in  the 
case  of  said  Crawford  Keys  or  either  of  his  associates,  their  transfer  to 
Fort  Delaware,  and  subsequent  release  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  fanuary  8,  1867, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Attorney- General  as  a 
partial  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth 
ultimo,  requesting  a  **list  of  names  of  al!  persons  engaged  in  the  late 
rebellion  against  the  United  vStates  Goverument  who  have  been  pardoned 
by  the  President  from  April  15,  1865^  to  this  date;  that  said  list  shall 
also  state  the  rank  of  each  person  who  has  beeu  so  pardoned,  if  he  has 
Ixreii  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  govern- 
ment, and  the  pf^ition  if  he  shall  have  held  any  civil  office  under  said 
so-called  Confederate  government:  and  shall  also  further  state  w^hether 
such  person  has  at  any  time  prior  to  April  14,  1861 ,  held  any  office  under 
the  United  States  Government,  and,  if  so,  what  office,  together  with  the 
reasons  for  granting  such  pardons  and  also  the  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  at  w4iose  solicitation  such  pardon  was  granted/' 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 


I 
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^ASB^i^oro^,  January  p,  i86y. 

To  the  House  of  RepreseJiiaiives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  19th  ultimo,  requesting  a 
statement  of  the  amounts  charged  to  the  State  Department  since  May  i , 
1865,  for  services  rendered  by  naval  vessels, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /<jr«?^ry  p,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  5th  ultimo,  calling  for  copies  of  orders,  instructions,  and  directions  • 
issued  from  that  Department  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  oflScers 
and  others  in  the  navy-yards  of  the  United  States,  and  all  communica- 
tions received  in  relation  to  employment  at  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, /a««^irv  10,  i86j. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  17th  ultimo,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  revolution  in  Can- 
dia,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  documents. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washing to7i,  January  7^,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  19th  ultimo, 
requesting  information  regarding  the  occupation  of  Mexican  territory  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  one  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  documents  by  which  they 
were  accompanied.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, /awwary  /<?,  i86j. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  19th  ultimo,  requesting  certain 
information  in  regard  to  the  Universal  Exposition  to  be  held  at  Paris 
during  the  present  year,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  documents  to  which  it  refers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Andrew  Johnson  ^^^^  ^5^ 

Washington,  D.  Q.,  January  /p,  iSdy, 
To  the  House  of  Represaiiatives: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answer  to  a  resohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i6th  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  clerks  of  the  Federal  courts  and  the  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  North  Carohna, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretar>^  of  War  and  the  accom- 
panyinji:  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resohition  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  rgth  nltimo,  requesting  copies  of  all  papers  in  possession 
of  the  President  touching  the  case  of  George  St.  Leger  Grenfel. 

JAN.TAKV  2>.  X867.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /sTw war)'  2j,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, /a/iwarv  28,  i86y. 
To  tht  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  wth  accom- 
panying papers,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's  resohition  of  the  7th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, /<iwiia/7  28,  i86y. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compUance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
7th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  attempted  compromise  of  certain  suits  insti- 
tuted in  the  English  courts  in  l^half  of  the  United  States  against  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  alleged  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  government, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

•Correspondence  with  Mr.  Motley,  envoy  extrnordlitiary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Vienna, 
relative  to  his  reported  resij^natioii. 
tRehittng  to  an  nllcRed  enilji{T»lioii  of  dltxenH  of  the  United  Slates  to  Ihe  dominions  of  the  Sub- 
riJiuc  Porte  for  the  purpose  of  &ctUing  and  acqnirinj^  landed  property  there. 
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Washington,  January  29, 1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  fanuary  ^p,  1867, 
To  tJie  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  1 2th  ultimo  and  its  request  of  the  28th  instant  for  all  correspond- 
ence, reports,  and  information  in  my  possession  in  relation  to  the  riot 
which  occurred  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  on  the  30th  day  of  July  last, 
I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  telegraphic  dispatches  upon  the  subject, 
and  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  29,  i86j^ 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  wnth  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  4th  of  December  last,  requesting  information  upon  the  present  con- 
dition of  aflFairs  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  of  one  of  the  i8th  of  the 
same  month,  desiring  me  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
copies  of  all  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  evacuation  of  Mexico 
by  the  French  troops  not  before  officially  published,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  January  ji,  1867, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive 
Departments,  containing  the  information  in  reference  to  appointments  to 
office  requested  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  6th  of  Deceml^r  last.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion,  January  j/,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  RcprcseJiiativcs: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  January  30, 
containing  the  information  asked-  for  in  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 

♦stating  that  the  Department  of  State  has  received  no  information  concerning Uie  removal  of 
the  Protestant  Church  or  rehgious  assembly  meeting  at  the  American  embassy  from  the  city 
of  Rome  by  an  order  of  that  Government. 
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Representatives  of  January  25,  1867,  hereto  annexed,  respecting  the  ex- 
ecution of  **An  act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to 
examine  and  report  upon  certain  claims  of  the  State  of  Iowa,"  approved 
July  2.5, 1866.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  January  j/,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  accompanying  reports  from  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government  are  submitted  in  compliance  with  a  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  dated  the  12th  ultimo,  inquiring  whether  any  per- 
son appointed  to  an  office  required  by  law  to  be  filled  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  who  was  commissioned  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  present  Congress, 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  has  been  continued  in  such  office  and  permitted  to  dis- 
charge its  functions,  either  by  the  granting  of  a  new  commission  or 
otherwise,  since  the  end  of  the  session  of  the  Senate  on  the  28th  day  of 
July  last,  without  the  submission  of  the  name  of  such  person  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  its  confirmation;  and  particularly  whether  a  surveyor  or  naval 
officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  has  thus  been  continued  in  office  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Senate,  and,  if  any  such  officer  has  performed  the 
duties  of  that  office,  whether  he  has  received  any  salary  or  compensation 
therefor.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  7, 1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  the  29th  day  of  August,  1866,  between  Alexander 
Cummings,  governor  of  Colorado  Territory  and  ex  officio  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  Hon.  A.  C.  Hunt,  and  D.  C.  Oakes,  United  States  Indian 
agent,  duly  authorized  and  appointed  as  commissioners  for  the  purpose, 
and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Uintah  Jampa,  or  Grand  River,  bands 
of  Utah  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  31st  of  January,  with 
copy  of  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  28th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1867,  together  with  a  map  showing  the  tract  of  country  claimed  by 
said  Indians,  accompany  the  treaty. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  /,  iS6j, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  requesting 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  report  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  him  to 
M  P— vol,  VI— 30 
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secure  to  the  United  States  the  right  to  make  the  necessary  surve3^  f< 
an  interoceauic  ship  canal  through  the  territory  of  Colombia,  I  transm 
herewith  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  4, 1867. 
To  the  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  < 
this  date,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  ultimc 
in  relation  to  the  deputy  marshals,  bailiffs,  and  criers  in  the  District  c 
Columbia  who  have  received  compensation  for  the  year  1866. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  4, 1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  U^iited  States: 

I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty  c 
reciprocity  with  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  5,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  2 
instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  accompanyin 
document.*  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  5,  1867. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolv 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yesterday,  making  inquiry  a 
to  the  States  which  have  ratified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitutioi 
proposed  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  7,  1867. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4t] 
instant,  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  that  body  any  official  corre 
spondence  which  may  have  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  visit  of  Pro 
fessor  Agassiz  to  Brazil,  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Secretar 
of  State  and  the  papers  accompanying  it. 
li  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦Copy  of  the  letter  on  which  the  Sccrctarj*  of  State  founded  his  inquiries  addressed  to  Mr.  Mo 
ley,  United  States  minister  at  Vienna,  with  regard  to  his  reported  conversation  and  opinions. 
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Washington,  February  7,  i86y. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
requesting  information  relative  to  the  condition,  occupancy,  and  area  of 
the  Hot  Springs  Reservation,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  p,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  7th 
instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  accompanying 
document.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  11,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1867,  requesting  me  to  transmit  copies  of  all  correspondence  not  here- 
tofore communicated  on  the  subject  of  grants  to  American  citizens  for 
railroad  and  telegraph  lines  across  the  territory  of  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico, I  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
accompanying  it.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  16,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yesterday,  making  further  inquiry 
as  to  the  States  which  have  ratified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
proposed  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  16,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  of  July  last,  rela- 
tive to  the  practicability  of  establishing  equal  reciprocal  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  North  American  Provinces  and  to  the 
actual  condition  of  the  question  of  the  fisheries,  I  transmit  a  report  on  the 
subject  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  papers  to  which  it  refers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

•  Relating  to  the  reported  transfer  of  the  United  Stotes  minister  from  Stockholm  to  Bogota. 
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Washington,  February  /S,  t86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  the  8th  day  of  January 
last,  requesting  the  President  to  inform  the  Senate  if  any  violations  of  the 
act  entitled  **An  act  to  protect  all  persons  in  the  United  States  in  their 
dvil  rights  and  furnish  the  means  of  their  \dndication  *  *  have  come  to 
his  knowledge,  and,  if  so,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  by  him 
to  enforce  the  law  and  punish  the  offenders. 

Not  being  cognizant  of  any  cases  which  came  witliin  the  purview  of  the 
resolution,  in  order  that  the  inquir>'  might  have  the  fullest  range  I  referred 
it  to  the  heads  of  the  several  Executivx'  Departments,  whose  rt'|X)rts  are 
herewith  communicated  for  the  information  of  the  Senate 

With  the  exception  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  reports  ur  uil^  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  the  Attortiey-General,  no  violations,  real  or  supposed^  of 
the  act  to  which  the  resolution  refers  have  at  any  time  come  to  the  knowU 
edge  of  the  Executive.  The  steps  taken  in  these  cases  to  enforce  the  law 
appear  in  these  reports. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  the  15th  instant,  submitted  a  series 
of  reports  from  the  General  Commanding  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
and  otlier  military  ofl5cers  as  to  supposed  violations  of  the  act  alluded 
to  in  the  resolution,  with  the  request  that  they  should  be  referred  to  the 
Attomej^-General  ''for  his  investigation  and  report,  to  the  end  that  the 
cases  may  be  designate*!  which  are  cognizant  by  the  civil  authorities  and 
such  as  are  cognizant  by  military  tribunals. ' '  I  have  directed  the  refer- 
ence  so  to  be  made.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington.  February  18,  r86f. 

To  the  House  of  Represaitatives: 

I  transmit  a  letter  of  the  26th  uhimo,  addressed  to  me  by  W.  F.  M. 
Amy,  secretary  and  acting  governor  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
with  the  memorials  to  Congress  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  requesting 
certain  appropriations  for  that  Territory.  The  attention  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  invited  to  die  subject. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  19,  iS6j, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury and  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answ*er  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  J 
Rit  of  the  28th  May  last,  requesting  certain  infomiatiottj 

it*^  \     red  and  forfeited  edition. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Andrew  Johnson 
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Washington,  February  20,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Represeniatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  giving  iiifomiatioti  of 
Stales  which  have  ratified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  pro|X)sed 
by  the  Thirty- ninth  Congress  in  addition  to  those  named  in  his  report 
which  was  communicated  in  my  message  of  the  i6th  instant,  in  answer 
to  a  resohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  iS6y^ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  1 1  th  instant, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  documents.'*^ 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  iS6y. 
To  ike  Senate  of  the' United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo, 

a  report  from  the  SecTetar>^  of  State,  with  accompan>dng  documents.! 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  iS6j, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  19th  instant, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary'  of  State,  with  accompanying  documents.  J 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  iS6y, 
To  ike  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  14th  instant,  a  report  §  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  this  date, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  21,  1S67. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

For  the  reasons  stated  ||  in  the  accompanying  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  I  withdraw  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  New 

♦Correspondence  relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  United  Stales  consul  at  Cadts^  Spain,  to  certify 
invoices  of  wines  shipped  from  that  port,  etc. 

tCorreapotidcnce  with  forri|fn  ministers  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  poUcy  of  the  Preal- 
deut  towarri  the  States  lately  in  rebellion. 

t  Correspondence  relative  to  Ibe  salary  of  the  United  Stxites  minister  to  rortngal. 

^Stating  that  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  refusal  of  Ihe  rniled  Stairs  consal  at  Cadis, 
Spain,  to  certify  invoices  of  wines  shipped  from  that  port  had  hecn  sent  to  the  Setiatc. 
For  the  purpose  of  coochidliig  a  new  treaty. 
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York  Indians  in  Kansas  and  submitted  to  the  Senate  in  the  month  of 
December,  1863,  but  upon  which  I  am  informed  no  action  has  yet  been 

^^^^°-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  February  23 ^  i86y. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  19th  of  February, 
1867,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  Indians 
of  Missouri. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  and  copy  of  a  let- 
ter of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  19th  of  February,  1867, 
accompany  the  treaty.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  February  23, 1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  i8th  February,  1867, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  Indians  of  the 
Mississippi. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  and  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  19th  Februar>%  1867,  accom- 
pany the  treaty.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  February  23, 1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  on  the  19th  February,  1867,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  bands  of  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  instant  and  accom- 
panying copies  of  letters  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Major 
T.  R.  Brown,  in  relation  to  said  treaty,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  23,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  12th  instant  addressed  to  me  by 
His  Excellency  Lucius  Fairchild,  governor  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and 
of  the  memorial  to  Congress  concerning  the  Paris  Exposition  adopted 
by  the  legislature  of  that  State  during  its  present  session. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 


Andrew  Johnson  -^^^mmr         ^jj 

Executive  Mansion,  February  25 ,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Represeniaiives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary'  of  the  Interior,  in  reply 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i  ith  instant,  call- 
ing for  certain  information  relative  to  removals  and  appointments  in  his 
Department  since  the  adjourinnent  of  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Congress.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D,  Q,,  February  26,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  G.  V.  Fox,  esq. ,  relative  to  the  presentation  by  the  latter 
to  the  Emperor  of  Rnssia  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  expressive  of  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  the  pro\^idential 
escape  of  that  sovereign  from  an  attempted  assassination. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February*  26,  i86y. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  with  a  \4ew  to  ratification,  a  general  conven- 
tion of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  and  for  the  sttrrender  of  fugi- 
tive criminals  !>etween  the  United  States  and  the  Dominican  Republic, 
signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo 
on  the  Sth  of  tills  month.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  27,  i86y. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  21st 
instant,  calling  for  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Richard  M.  Boynton 
aud  Harriet  M,  Fisher  to  the  Secretar>' of  the  Nav>'  in  the  month  of  Fel> 
ruar>^  1863.  together  with  the  indorsement  made  thereon  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  March  2,  i86j. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Attorney-General,  additional  to  the 
one  submitted  by  him  Deceml>er  13,  1866,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  o-'j 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  of  December  10,  1866,  requesting  "a  li 
of  names  of  all  persons  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  late  rebellion  agait 
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the  United  States  Government  who  have  been  pardoned  by  the  President 
from  April  15,  1865,  to  this  date;  that  said  list  shall  also  state  the  rank 
of  each  person  who  has  been  so  pardoned,  if  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
military  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  the  position  if 
he  shall  have  held  any  civil  office  under  said  so-called  Confederate  g^ov- 
emment;  and  shall  also  further  state  whether  such  person  has  at  any 
time  prior  to  April  14,  1861 ,  held  any  office  under  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, and,  if  so,  what  office,  together  with  the  reasons  for  granting 
such  pardons,  and  also  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons  at  whose  solici- 
tation  such  pardon  was  granted.-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

717  the  House  of  Representatives:  March  2,  1867. 

The  act  entitled  **An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868,  and  for  other  purposes*' 
contains  provisions  to  which  I  must  call  attention.  Those  provisions 
are  contained  in  the  second  section,  which  in  certain  cases  virtually 
deprives  the  President  of  his  constitutional  functions  as  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army,  and  in  the  sixth  section,  which  denies  to  ten  States 
of  this  Union  their  constitutional  right  to  protect  themselves  in  any  emer- 
gency by  means  of  their  own  militia.  Those  provisions  are  out  of  place 
in  an  appropriation  act.  I  am  compelled  to  defeat  these  necessary  appro- 
priations if  I  withhold  my  signature  to  the  act.  Pressed  by  these  con- 
siderations, I  feel  constrained  to  return  the  bill  with  my  signature,  but  to 
accompany  it  with  my  protest  against  the  sections  which  I  have  indicated. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  fanuary  5,  i86j. 

To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  and  considered  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  regelate  the 
elective  franchise  in  the  District  of  Columbia,*'  passed  by  the  Senate  on 
the  13th  of  December  and  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day.  It  was  presented  for  my  approval  on  the  26th  ultimo — six 
days  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress — and  is  now  returned  with  my 
objections  to  the  Senate,  in  which  House  it  originated. 

Measures  having  been  introduced  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
session  of  the  present  Congress  for  the  exten.sion  of  the  elective  franchise 
to  persons  of  color  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  steps  were  taken  by  the 
corporate  authorities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  to  ascertain  and 
make  known  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  two  cities  upon  a  subject  so 
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immediately  affecting  their  welfare  as  a  community.  The  question  was 
submitted  to  the  jxjople  at  sj^ecial  elections  held  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  when  the  quahfied  voters  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  with 
great  unanimity  of  sentiment,  expressed  themselves  opposed  to  the  con- 
templated legislation.  In  Washington,  in  a  vote  of  6,556 — ^the  largest, 
with  but  two  exceptions^  ever  polled  in  that  city — only  thirty-five  ballots 
were  cast  for  negro  suffrage,  while  in  Georgetown,  in  an  aggregate  of 
813  votes — a  number  considerably  in  excess  of  the  average  vote  at  the 
four  preceding  aimual  elections — but  one  was  gi\^en  in  favor  of  the  pro* 
posed  extension  of  the  elective  franchise.  As  these  elections  seem  to 
have  been  conducted  with  entire  fairness,  the  result  must  be  accepted  as 
a  truthful  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  District  upon  the 
question  which  evoked  it*  Possessing,  as  an  organized  community,  the 
same  popnlar  right  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  State  or  Territor>^  to  make 
known  their  will  upon  matters  which  affect  their  social  and  political  con- 
dition ,  they  could  have  selected  no  more  appropriate  mode  of  memorializ' 
ing  Congress  npoii  the  subject  of  this  bill  than  throngh  the  suffrages  of 
their  qualified  voters. 

Entirely  disregarding  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Congress  has  deemed  it  right  aud  expedient  to  pass  the  measure  now 
submitted  for  my  signature.  It  therefore  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Execu- 
tive, standing  between  the  legislation  of  the  one  and  the  will  of  the  other, 
fairly  expressed,  to  determine  whether  he  should  approxe  the  bill,  aud 
thus  aid  in  placing  upon  the  statute  hooks  of  the  nation  a  law  against 
which  the  people  to  whom  it  is  to  apply  have  solemnly  and  with  such 
unanimity  protested,  or  whether  he  should  return  it  witli  his  objections  in 
the  hope  that  upon  reconsideration  Congress,  acting  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  inhabitants  of  the  seat  of  Government,  will  permit  them  to 
regulate  a  purely  Uical  question  as  to  them  may  seem  best  suited  to  their 
interests  and  condition. 

The  District  of  Columbia  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Maryland 
and  Virginia  in  order  that  it  might  become  the  permanent  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  Accepted  by  Congress,  it  at  once  became 
subject  to  the  "exclusive  legislation  ' *  for  which  provision  is  made  in  the 
Federal  Constitution.  It  should  Ik*  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  in  exer- 
cising its  functions  as  the  laumiaking  power  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
the  authority  of  the  National  Legislature  is  not  without  limit,  but  that 
Congress  is  bound  to  obser\'e  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  as 
well  in  the  enactment  of  local  laws  for  the  seat  of  Government  as  in  legis- 
lation common  to  the  entire  Union,  Were  it  to  be  admitted  that  the 
right ' '  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever ' '  conferred 
upon  Congress  unlimited  power  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  titles  of 
nobihty  might  be  granted  within  its  boundaries;  laws  might  be  made 
''respecting  an  establishment  of  religion  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right 
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of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  far 
a  redress  of  grie\^ances. '  *     Despotism  would  thus  reign  at  the  seat  oC| 
government  of  a  free  republic,  and  as  a  place  of  permanent  residence  id 
would  be  avoided  by  all  who  prefer  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  the  mer  J 
emoluments  of  official  position.  I 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  in  legislating  for  the  District  on 
Columbia  under  the  Federal  Constitution  the  relation  of  Congress  to  itM 
inhabitants  is  analogous  to  that  of  a  legislature  to  the  people  of  a  Stat« 
under  their  own  local  constitution.  It  does  not,  therefore,  seem  to  be  ask -I 
ing  too  much  that  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  District  Congress  shoulcil 
have  a  like  respect  for  the  will  and  interest  of  its  inhabitants  as  is  enter^ 
tained  by  a  State  legislature  for  the  wishes  and  prosperity  of  those  foJ 
whom  they  legislate.  The  spirit  of  our  Constitution  and  the  gtrniiis  od 
our  Government  require  that  in  regard  to  any  law  which  is  to  affect  aiuu 
have  a  permanent  lx:aring  upon  a  people  their  will  should  exert  at  leastl 
a  reasonable  influence  upon  those  who  are  acting  in  the  capacity  of  theirl 
legislators.  Would,  for  instance,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
or  of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  Indiana,  or  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  in  npjx>si-J 
tion  to  the  expressed  will  of  a  large  majority  of  the  i:>ef>ple  whom  thevi 
were  chosen  to  represent,  arbitrarily  force  upon  them  as  voters  all  persoasfl 
of  the  African  or  negro  race  and  make  them  eligible  for  office  without  1 
any  other  qualification  than  a  certain  term  of  residence  within  the  State?! 
In  neither  of  the  States  named  would  the  colored  population,  when  act-l 
ing  together,  be  able  to  produce  any  great  social  or  political  result,  Yetl 
in  New  York»  before  he  can  vote,  the  man  of  color  must  fulfill  conditions^ 
that  are  not  required  of  the  white  citizen;  in  Pennsylvania  the  elective! 
franchise  is  restricted  to  white  freemen,  while  in  Indiana  negroes  and  I 
mulattoes  are  expressly  excluded  from  the  right  of  suffrage.  It  hardly! 
seems  consistent  with  the  principles  of  right  and  justice  that  representa- 
tives of  States  where  suffrage  is  either  denied  the  colored  man  or  granted  J 
to  him  on  qualifications  requiring  intelligence  or  property'  should  compel  1 
the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  \xy  an  experiment  which  their 
own  constituents  have  thus  far  shown  an  unwillingness  to  test  for  theni- J 
selves.  Nor  does  it  accord  with  our  republican  ideas  that  the  principle  1 
of  self-govemraent  shoidd  lose  its  force  when  applied  to  the  residents  of  I 
the  District  merely  because  their  legislators  are  not,  like  those  of  the  I 
States,  responsible  through  the  ballot  to  the  |>eople  for  whom  they  are  I 
the  lawmaking  power.  I 

The  great  object  of  placing  the  seat  of  Government  under  the  exclu-  I 
save  legislation  of  Congress  was  to  secure  the  entire  independence  of  thcl 
General  Government  iroxsL  undue  State  influence  and  to  enable  it  to  dis-l 
charge  without  danger  of  intaruption  or  infringement  of  its  authority  1 
the  high  functions  for  which  it  was  aeated  by  the  people-  For  this  I 
impx)rtant  purpose  it  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Maryland  aod  J 
Virgiilia,  and  it  certaixily  never  could  have  been  contemplated  as  one  offl 
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the  objects  to  be  attained  by  placing  it  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  Congress  that  it  would  afford  to  propagandists  or  political  parties  a 
place  for  an  experimental  test  of  tlieir  principles  and  theories,  While> 
indeed,  the  residents  of  the  seat  of  Government  are  not  citizens  of  any 
State  and  are  not,  therefore,  allowed  a  voice  in  the  electoral  college  or 
representation  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  they  are,  nevertheless, 
American  citizens,  entitled  as  such  to  ever>'  guaranty  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  ever>'  benefit  of  the  laws,  and  to  every  right  which  pertains  to 
citizens  of  our  common  comitr\\  In  all  matters,  then,  affecting  their 
domestic  affairs,  the  spirit  of  our  democratic  form  of  government  de- 
mands that  their  wishes  should  be  consulted  and  respected  and  they 
taught  to  feel  that  altlioitgh  not  permitted  practically  to  participate  in 
national  concerns,  they  are»  nevertheless,  under  a  paternal  government 
regardful  of  their  rights,  mindful  of  their  wants,  and  solicitous  for  their 
prosperity.  It  was  evidently  contemplated  that  all  local  questions  would 
l)e  left  to  their  decision,  at  least  to  an  extent  that  would  not  be  incom- 
patil)le  with  the  object  for  which  Congress  was  granted  exclusive  legis- 
lation over  the  seat  of  Government.  When  the  Constitution  was  yet 
tnider  consideration,  it  was  assumetl  by  Mr.  Madison  that  its  inhabitants 
would  be  allowed  "a  municipal  legislature  for  local  purposes,  derived 
from  their  own  suffrages/'  When  for  the  first  lime  Congress,  in  the 
year  1800,  assembled  at  Washington,  President  Adams,  in  liis  speech  at 
its  opening,  reminded  the  two  Houses  that  it  was  for  them  to  consider 
whether  the  local  fx^wers  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  should  be  immediately 
exercised,  and  he  asked  them  to  *' consider  it  as  the  capita!  of  a  great 
nation,  advancing  with  unexamx>led  rapidity  in  arts,  in  commerce,  in 
wealth,  and  in  fjopulation,  and  possessiixg  within  itself  those  resources 
which,  if  not  thrown  away  or  lamentably  misdirected,  w^ould  secure  to  it 
a  long  course  of  prosperity  and  self-govenunent/'  Three  years  had  not 
elapsed  when  Congress  was  called  upon  to  determine  the  propriety  of 
retroceding  to  Maryland  and  Virginia  the  juris<:liction  of  the  territory 
which  they  had  respectively  relinquished  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  urged  on  the  one  liand  that  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion was  not  uecessar>^  or  useful  to  the  Goveniment;  that  it  deprived  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  their  political  rights;  that  much  of  the  time 
of  Congress  w^as  consumed  in  legislation  pertaining  to  it;  that  its  gov- 
ernment was  expensive;  that  Congress  was  not  competent  to  legislate 
for  the  District,  because  the  members  were  strangers  to  its  local  con- 
cerns; and  that  it  was  an  example  of  a  government  without  representa- 
tion— ^an  experiment  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  States,  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  held,  among  other  reasons,  and  successfully,  that  the 
Constitution,  the  acts  of  cession  of  Virginia  and  Mar^^land,  and  the  act 
of  Congress  accepting  the  grant  all  contemplated  the  exercise  of  exclu- 
sive legislation  by  Congress,  and  that  its  usefulness,  if  not  its  necessityi 
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was  inferred  from  the  inconvenience  wbich  was  felt  for  want  of  it  bj^  the; 
Congress  of  the  Confederation;  that  the  people  themselves^  who,  it  was 
said,  had  been  deprived  of  their  political  rights,  had  not  complained  and 
did  not  desire  a  retrocession;  that  the  evil  might  he  remedied  by  giving 
them  a  representation  in  Congress  when  the  District  should  l:»ecome  suf- 
ficiently populous,  and  in  the  meantime  a  local  legislature;  that  if  the 
inhabitants  had  not  political  rights  they  had  great  political  influence; 
that  the  trouble  and  expense  of  legislating  for  the  District  would  not  be 
great » but  would  diminish,  and  might  in  a  great  measure  l^e  avoided  by 
a  local  legislature;  and  that  Congress  could  not  retrocede  the  inhabit- 
ants without  their  consent.  Continuing  to  live  substantially  under  the 
laws  that  existed  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and  such  changes  only  hav- 
ing been  made  as  were  suggested  by  themselves,  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict have  not  sought  by  a  local  legislature  that  which  has  generally 
been  willing!}^  conceded  by  the  Congress  of  tlie  nation. 

As  a  general  rule  sound  pohcy  requires  that  the  legislature  should  yield 
to  the  wishes  of  a  people,  when  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution 
and  the  laws.  The  measures  suited  to  one  conuiuinity  might  not  be  well 
adapted  to  the  condition  of  another;  and  the  persons  best  qualified  to 
determine  such  questions  are  those  whose  interests  are  to  be  directly 
affected  by  any  prop>sed  law.  In  Massachusetts,  for  instance,  male  per* 
sons  are  allowed  to  vote  without  regard  to  color»  providetl  they  possess  a 
certain  degree  of  intelligence.  In  a  population  in  that  State  of  i  ,231  »o66 
there  were,  by  the  census  of  i860,  only  9,602  persons  of  color,  and  of  the 
males  over  20  years  of  age  there  were  3391O86  white  to  2,602  colored. 
By  the  same  official  enumeration  there  w^ere  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
60,764  whites  to  14,316  pers<:>ns  of  the  colored  race.  Since  then,  how- 
ever, the  population  of  the  District  has  largely  increased,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  at  the  present  time  there  are  nearly  1 00.000  whites  to  30,000 
negroes.  The  cause  of  the  augtnented  numbers  of  the  latter  class  needs 
no  explanation.  Contiguous  to  Mar>^land  and  Virginia,  the  District  dur- 
ing the  war  became  a  place  of  refuge  for  those  who  escaped  from  servi- 
tude, and  it  is  yet  the  abiding  place  of  a  considerable  proportion  of 
those  who  sought  within  its  limits  a  shelter  from  bondage.  Until  then 
held  in  slaver}^  and  denied  all  opportunities  for  mental  culture,  their  first 
knowledge  of  the  Government  was  acquired  when,  by  conferring  upon 
them  freedom,  it  became  the  benefactor  of  their  race.  The  test  of  their 
capability  for  improvement  began  when  for  the  first  time  the  career  of 
free  industry  and  the  avenues  to  intelligence  were  opened  to  tliem.  Pes* 
sessing  these  advantages  but  a  limited  time— the  greater  number  perhaps 
having  entered  the  District  of  Columbia  during  the  later  years  of  the  war, 
or  since  its  termination — we  may  w^ell  pause  to  inquire  whether,  after  so 
brief  a  probation .  they  are  as  a  class  capable  of  an  intelligent  exercise  of 
the  right  of  suffrage  and  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  official  posi- 
tion.    The  people  who  are  daily  witnesses  of  their  mode  of  h\ing,  and 
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who  have  become  familiar  with  their  habits  of  thought ,  have  expressed  the 
con\nctioti  that  they  are  not  yet  competent  to  ser\'e  as  electors,  and  thus 
become  eli^ble  for  office  in  the  local  governments  under  which  they  live. 
Clothed  with  the  electiv^e  franchise,  their  numbers,  already  larj^ely  in  ex- 
cess of  the  demand  for  labor,  would  be  soon  increased  by  an  in  dux  from 
the  adjoining  States,     Drawn  from  fields  where  employment  is  abundant, 
they  would  in  vain  seek  it  here,  and  so  add  to  the  embarrassments  already 
experienced  from  the  large  class  of  idle  persons  congregated  in  the  Dis- 
trict.   Hardly  yet  capable  of  forming  correct  judgments  upon  the  impor- 
tant questions  that  often  make  the  issues  of  a  political  contest,  they  could 
readily  be  made  subser\'ient  to  the  purposes  of  designing  persons.    While 
in  Massachusetts,  uuder  the  census  of  i860,  the  proportion  of  white  to 
colored  males  over  20  years  of  age  was  130  to  i,  here  the  black  race  con- 
stitutes nearly  one- third  of  the  entire  population,  whilst  the  same  class 
surrounds  the  District  on  all  sides,  ready  to  change  their  residence  at  a. 
moment's  notice,  and  with  all  the  facility  of  a  nomadic  people,  in  order  to 
enjoy  here,  after  a  short  residence,  a  privilege  they  find  nowhere  else. 
It  is  within  their  power  in  one  year  to  come  into  the  District  in  such 
numbers  as  to  have  the  supreme  control  of  the  white  race,  and  to  gov- 
ern them  by  their  own  officers  and  by  the  exercise  of  all  the  municipal 
authority — among  the  rest,  of  the  power  of  taxation  over  property  in 
which  they  have  no  interest.     In  Massachusetts,  where  they  have  enjoyed 
the  benefits  of  a  thorough  educational  system,  a  qualification  of  intelli- 
gence is  required,  while  here  suffrage  is  extended  to  all  without  discrim- 
ination—as well  to  the  most  incapable  who  can  prove  a  residence  in  the 
District  of  one  year  as  to  those  persr.>ns  of  color  who,  comparatively  few 
in  number,  are  permanent  inhabitants,  and,  having  given  evidence  of 
merit  and  qualification,  are  recognized  as  useful  and  responsible  mem- 
bers of  the  comnmnity.     Imposed  upon  an  unwilHng  pecjple  placed  by 
the  Constitution  under  the  exclusive  legislation  of  CongrevSS,  it  would 
be  viewed  as  an  arhitrar>^  exercise  of  power  and  as  an  indication  by  the 
country  of  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  compel  the  acceptance  of  negro 
suffrage  by  the  States.     It  would  engender  a  feeling  of  opposition  and 
hatred  !)etween  the  two  races,  which,  l>ecoming  deep  nx>ted  and  ineradi- 
Ipable,  woidd  prevent  them  from  hving  together  in  a  state  of  mutual 
^Bendliness.     Carefully  avoiding  every  measure  that  might  tend  to  pro- 
^■ce  such  a  result,  and  following  the  clear  and  well-ascertained  i^cijpular 
^BL  we  should  assiduously  endeavor  to  promote  kindly  relations  !)etween 
^^^K  and  thus,  when  that  popular  will  leads  the  way»  prepare  for  the 
^^^^1  and  harmonious  introduction  of  this  new  element  into  the  polit- 
of  the  country, 
be  urged  that  the  proposed  extension  of  suffrage  in  the  Dis- 
^^^H  na  is  necessary  to  enable  persons  of  color  to  protect  either 

^^^B  ♦heir  rights.     They  stand  here  precisely  as  they  stand 

^^^1  o,  and  Indiana.     Here  as  elsewhere,  in  all  that 
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pertains  to  civil  rights,  there  is  notliing  to  distinguish  this  class  of^ 
persons  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  they  possess  the  *  *  full 
and  equal  benefit  of  all  laws  and  proceedings  for  the  securit}'  of  per- 
son and  j>roperty  as  is  enjoyed  by  white  citizens,"  and  are  made  ** sub- 
ject to  like  punishment,  pains,  and  penalties,  and  to  none  other,  any  law» 
statute,  ordinance,  regulation,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing/* Nor,  as  has  l^en  assumed,  are  their  suffrages  necessary  to  aid  a 
loyal  sentiment  here,  for  local  gov^emments  already  exist  of  undoubted 
fealty  to  the  Goveniment,  and  are  sustained  by  communities  M'hich  were 
among  the  first  to  testify  their  devotion  to  the  ITnion,  and  which  during' 
the  struggle  furnished  their  full  quotas  of  men  to  the  military  service 
of  the  country. 

The  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  is  the  highest  attribute  of  an 
American  citizen,  and  w^hen  guided  by  virtue,  intelligence,  patriotism, 
and  a  proper  appreciation  of  our  institutions  constitutes  the  true  basis  of 
a  democratic  form  of  govemnieut,  in  which  the  sovereign  power  is  lodged 
in  the  body  of  the  people.  Its  infltience  for  gtx>d  necessarily  depends 
upon  the  elevated  character  and  patriotism  of  the  elector,  for  if  exercised 
by  persons  who  do  not  justly  estimate  its  value  and  who  are  indifferent 
as  to  its  results  it  W'ill  only  serv^e  as  a  means  of  placing  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  unprincipled  and  ambitious,  and  must  eventuate  in  the  com- 
plete destruction  of  that  liberty  of  which  it  should  be  the  most  powerful 
conser\^ator.  Great  danger  is  therefore  to  l>e  apprehended  from  an  un- 
timely extension  of  the  elective  franchise  to  any  new^  class  in  our  country, 
especially  when  the  large  majority  of  that  class,  in  wielding  the  power 
thus  placed  in  their  hands,  can  not  Ije  expected  correctly  to  comprehend 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  which  pertain  to  suffrage.  Yesterday,  an 
it  were,  4,ooo,oc>c»  persons  were  held  in  a  condition  of  slavery  that  had 
existed  for  generations;  to-day  they  are  freemen  and  are  assumed  b^^ 
law  to  be  citizens.  It  can  not  l^e  presumed,  from  their  previous  condition 
of  ser\atude,  that  as  a  class  they  are  as  well  informed  as  to  the  nature  of 
our  Government  as  the  intelligent  foreigner  who  makes  our  land  the  home 
of  his  choice.  In  the  case  of  the  latter  neither  a  residence  of  five  years 
ajid  the  knowledge  of  our  institutions  which  it  gives  nor  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution  are  the  otdy  conditions  upon  which  he 
can  be  admitted  to  citizenship;  he  must  prove  in  addition  a  good  moral 
character,  and  thus  give  reasonable  ground  for  the  belief  that  he  will  be 
faithful  to  the  obligations  wiiich  he  assumes  as  a  citizen  of  the  Republic. 
Where  a  people — the  source  of  all  political  power — ^speak  by  their  suf- 
frages through  the  instrumentality  of  the  ballot  Ixix,  it  must  be  carefully 
guarded  against  the  control  of  those  who  are  corrupt  in  principle  and 
enemies  of  free  institutions,  for  it  can  only  become  to  our  political  and 
social  system  a  safe  conductor  of  healthy  popular  sentiment  when  kept 
free  from  demoralizing  influences.  Controlled  through  fraud  and  usur- 
pation by  the  designing,  anarchy  and  despotism  must  inevitably  follow. 
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In  the  hands  of  the  patriotic  and  worth}'  our  Government  will  be  pre- 
served upon  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  inherited  from  our  fathers. 
It  follows,  therefore  t  that  in  admitting  to  the  ballot  lx)x  a  new  class  of 
voters  not  qualified  for  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  we  weaken 
our  system  of  government  instead  of  adding  to  its  strength  and  durabihty. 
In  returning  this  bill  to  the  Senate  I  deeply  regret  that  there  should 
be  any  conflict  of  opinion  between  the  legislative  and  executive  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  in  regard  to  measures  that  vitally  affect  the 
prosperity  and  peace  of  the  country.  Sincerely  desiring  to  reconcile 
the  States  with  one  another  and  the  whole  people  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  it  has  been  my  earnest  wish  to  cooperate  with  Con- 
gress in  all  measures  ha\4ng  for  their  object  a  proper  and  complete 
adjustment  of  the  questions  resulting  from  our  late  civil  war.  Harmony 
between  the  coordinate  branches  of  the  Government,  always  necessary 
for  the  public  welfare,  was  never  more  demanded  than  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  will  therefore  be  my  constant  aim  to  promote  as  far  as  pos- 
sible concert  of  action  between  them.  The  differences  of  opinion  that 
have  already  occurred  have  rendered  me  only  the  more  cautious,  lest  the 
Executive  should  encroach  upon  any  of  the  prerogatives  of  Congress, 
or  by  exceeding  in  any  manner  the  constitutional  limit  of  his  duties 
destroy  the  equilibrium  which  should  exist  between  the  several  coor- 
dinate departments,  and  which  is  so  essential  to  the  harmonious  %vork- 
iug  of  the  Goverument.  I  know  it  has  been  urged  that  the  executive 
department  is  more  likely  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  action  than  either 
of  the  other  two  branches  of  the  Government,  and  especially  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  veto  power  conferred  ujxin  it  !iy  the  Constitution,  It  should 
be  rememtered,  however,  that  this  power  is  wholly  negative  and  con- 
ser\'ati%X'  in  its  character,  and  was  intended  to  operate  as  a  check  upon 
unconstitutional,  liasty,  and  improvident  legislation  and  as  a  means  of 
protection  against  invasions  of  the  just  powers  of  the  executive  and  judi- 
cial departments.     It  is  remarked  by  Chancellor  Kent  that — 

To  enact  laws  is  a  tratisceiidetit  power,  and  if  the  tKxly  that  possesses  it  he  a  full 
and  equnl  representation  of  the  people  there  is  danger  of  its  pressing  with  destruc- 
tive weight  upon  all  the  other  parts  of  the  iiiachiucry  of  Government.  It  has  there- 
fore been  thought  necessary  hy  the  most  skillful  and  most  experience*!  artists  in  tlie 
science  of  civil  polity  that  strong  barriers  should  t>e  erectefl  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  the  other  necessary  powers  of  the  Govcriniient.  Nothing  has  been  deemed 
more  fit  and  expedient  for  the  piu^jse  than  the  provision  that  the  heati  of  the  execu- 
tive department  should  be  so  constituted  as  to  secure  a  requisite  share  of  independence 
and  that  he  should  have  a  negative  upon  the  passing  of  laws;  and  that  the  judiciary 
pcjwer,  restinji(  on  a  still  more  permanent  basis,  should  have  the  right  of  determining 
upon  the  validity  of  laws  hy  tlie  standard  of  the  Constitution. 

The  necessity  of  some  such  check  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  is 
shown  by  reference  to  tlie  most  eminent  writers  upon  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment, who  seem  to  concur  in  the  opinion  that  encroachments  are  most 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  department  in  which  all  legislative  powers 
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are  vested  by  the  Constitution.  Mr,  Madison,  in  referring  to  the  diflS- 
culty  of  providing  some  practical  security  for  each  against  the  invasion 
of  the  others,  remarks  that  '*the  legislative  department  is  ever\n^'here 
extending  the  sphere  of  its  activity  and  drawing  all  power  into  its  impet- 
uous vortex.  * '  *  *  The  founders  of  our  Repubhc  *  '*-  *  seem  never  to 
have  recollected  the  danger  from  legislative  usurpations,  which  by  assem- 
bling all  power  in  the  same  hands  must  lead  to  the  same  tyranny  as  is 
threatened  by  Executive  usurpations. "  "  In  a  representative  republic, 
where  the  executive  magistracy  is  carefully  limited  both  in  the  extent 
and  the  duration  of  its  power,  and  where  the  legislative  ix>wer  is  exer- 
cised by  an  assembly  which  is  inspired ,  by  a  supposed  influence  over  the 
people,  with  an  intrepid  confidence  in  its  o\s\\  strength,  which  is  suffi- 
ciently numerous  to  feel  all  the  passions  which  actuate  a  multitude,  yet 
not  so  numerous  as  to  be  incapable  of  pursuing  the  objects  of  its  passions 
by  means  w^hich  reason  prescribes,  it  is  against  the  enterprising  ambi- 
tion of  this  department  that  the  people  ought  to  indulge  all  their  jealousy 
aud  exhaust  all  their  precautions. "  ' '  The  legislative  department  derives 
a  superiority  in  our  governments  from  other  circumstances.  Its  consti- 
tutional powders  being  at  once  more  extensive  and  less  susceptible  of  pre- 
cise limits,  it  can  with  the  greater  facility  mask,  under  complicated  and 
indirect  measures,  the  encroachments  which  it  makes  on  the  coordinate 
departments, ' '  "  On  tlie  other  side,  the  Executive  power  t>eitxg  restraint^d 
within  a  uarrow^er  compass  and  being  more  simple  in  its  nature,  and  the 
judiciary  being  descrilKtl  by  landmarks  still  less  imcertain,  projects  of 
usurpation  by  either  of  these  departments  would  immediately  betray  and 
defeat  themselves.  Nor  is  this  all.  As  the  legislative  dei>artment  alone 
has  access  to  the  pockets  of  the  petjple  atid  has  in  some  constitutions  full 
discretion  and  in  all  a  prevailing  influence  over  the  pecuniar>^  rewards  of 
those  who  fill  the  other  departments,  a  dependence  is  thus  created  in  the 
latter  which  gives  still  greater  facility  to  encroachments  of  the  former," 
''We  have  seen  that  the  tendency  of  republican  go\^ernments  is  to  an  ag- 
grandizement of  the  legislative  at  the  expense  of  the  other  departments.  * ' 
Mr,  Jefferson,  in  referring  to  the  early  constitution  of  Virginia,  objected 
that  by  its  provisions  all  the  powers  of  govemment^ — legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  judicial — resulted  to  the  legislative  body,  holding  that  "the 
concentrating  these  in  the  same  hands  is  precisely  the  definition  of  despotic 
government.  It  wnll  be  no  alleviation  that  these  powers  w41l  l)e  exercised 
by  a  plurality  of  hands,  and  not  by  a  single  one.  One  htnidred  and 
seventy- three  despots  would  surely  be  as  oppress! v^e  as  one."  "As  httle 
will  it  avail  us  that  they  are  chosen  by  ourselves.  An  elective  despo- 
tism was  not  the  government  we  fought  for,  but  one  which  should  not 
only  l)e  founded  on  free  principles,  but  in  which  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment should  be  so  divided  and  balanced  among  several  bodies  of  magis- 
tracy  as  that  no  one  could  transcend  their  legal  limits  without  being 
lually  checked  and  restrained  by  the  others.     For  this  reason  that 
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convention  which  passed  the  ordinance  of  govenimeiit  laid  its  foundation 
on  this  basis,  that  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  <lepartraents 
should  be  separate  and  distinct,  so  that  no  person  should  exercise  the 
powers  of  more  than  one  of  them  at  the  same  time.  But  no  Imrrier  was 
provided  between  these  several  powers.  The  judiciary  and  executive 
members  were  left  dependent  on  the  legislative  for  their  subsistence  in 
office,  and  some  of  them  for  their  continuance  in  it*  If,  therefore,  the 
legislature  assnmes  executive  and  judiciary  powers,  no  opposition  is  likely 
to  be  made,  nor,  if  made,  can  be  effectual,  because  in  that  case  they  may 
put  their  proceedings  into  the  fonn  of  an  act  of  assembly,  w^hicli  will 
render  them  obligatory  on  the  other  branches.  They  have  accordingly 
in  many  instances  decided  rights  which  should  have  been  left  to  judi* 
ciary  controversy;  and  the  direction  of  the  executive,  during  the  w^hole 
time  of  their  session,  is  J^ecoming  habitual  and  familiar/* 

Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution »  reviews 
the  same  subject,  and  says: 

The  truth  is  that  the  legislative  power  is  the  great  and  ovemihng  power  in  every 
free  governtiieiit.  *  *  *  Xhe  rtprtrsentatives  of  the  fK^ople  will  watch  with  jeal- 
ousy  every  encroachtnent  of  the  executive  magistrate,  for  it  trenches  upon  their 
own  authority.  But  who  shall  watch  the  encroachment  of  these  representatives 
themselves?  Will  they  be  as  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  power  by  themselves  as  by 
others?    ♦    *    « 

There  are  many  reasons  which  may  be  assigned  for  the  engrossing  influence  of  the 
legislative  department.  In  the  first  place,  its  constitutional  powers  are  more  exten- 
8i%'e,  and  less  capable  of  being  brought  within  precise  limits  than  those  of  either  the 
other  deimrtments.  The  bounds  of  the  executive  authority  are  easily  marked  out 
and  definetl.  It  reaches  few  objects,  and  those  are  known.  It  can  not  transcend  them 
without  l>eing  brought  in  contact  with  the  other  departments.  Laws  may  check  and 
restrain  and  bound  its  exercise.  The  same  remarks  apply  with  still  greater  force  to 
the  judiciary.  The  jurisdiction  is,  or  may  be,  boundet^l  to  a  few  objects  or  persons;  or, 
however  general  and  unlimited,  its  operations  are  necessarily  confined  to  tlie  mere 
administration  of  private  and  public  justice.  It  can  not  punish  without  law.  It  can 
not  create  controversies  to  act  upon.  It  can  decide  only  upon  rights  and  cases  as 
they  art?  brought  by  others  before  it.  It  can  do  nothing  for  itself.  It  nmst  do  every- 
thing for  others.  It  must  obey  the  laws,  an^l  if  it  corruptly  administers  them  it  is 
subjected  to  the  power  of  imj>eachment.  On  the  other  hand,  the  legislative  power, 
except  in  the  few  cases  of  constitutional  prohibition,  is  niilimitetb  It  is  forever  vary- 
ing its  means  and  its  ends.  It  governs  the  institutions  and  laws  and  public  policy 
of  the  country.  It  regulates  all  its  vast  interests.  It  disposes  of  all  iis.  property. 
I,,ook  but  at  the  exercise  of  two  or  three  branches  of  its  ordinary  powers.  It  levies 
all  taxes;  it  directs  and  appropriates  all  supplies;  it  gives  the  rules  for  the  descent, 
distribution,  and  devises  of  all  projierty  held  b)'  individuals;  it  controls  the  sources 
and  the  resources  of  weaitli;  it  clianges  at  its  will  the  whole  fabric  of  the  laws;  it 
molds  at  its  pleasure  almost  all  the  institutions  which  give  strength  and  comfort  and 
dignity  to  society. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  the  direct  visible  representative  ot  the  will  of  tlie  people  in 
all  the  changes  of  limes  and  circumstances.  It  has  the  pride  as  well  as  the  power 
of  irunibers.  It  is  easily  mo%*e<l  and  steadily  move^l  by  the  strong  impulses  of  jwp- 
ular  feeling  and  popular  odium.  It  obeys  without  reluctance  the  wishes  and  the 
will  of  the  majority  for  the  time  being.  The  path  to  public  favor  lies  open  by  such 
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obedience,  and  it  finds  not  only  support  but  impunity  in  whatever  measures  the  majc 
ity  advises,  even  though  they  transcend  the  constitutional  limits.  It  has  no  motiv 
therefore,  to  be  jealous  or  scrupulous  in  its  own  use  of  power;  and  it  finds  its  amb 
tton  stimulated  and  its  arm  strengthened  by  the  countenance  and  the  courage 
numbers.  These  views  are  not  alone  those  of  men  who  look  'with  apprehension  upo 
the  fate  of  republics,  but  they  are  also  freely^  admittetl  by  some  of  the  strongest  adv 
cates  for  popular  rights  aud  the  permanency  of  repubtican  institutions.     ♦     «     * 

*  *  *  Each  department  should  have  a  w*ill  of  its  own,  ♦  *  #  jjach  shou' 
have  its  own  independence  secured  beyond  the  pow^r  of  being  taken  away  by  eithc 
or  both  of  the  others*  But  al  the  same  time  the  relations  of  each  to  the  other  shou] 
be  so  strong  that  there  should  l^e  a  mutual  interest  to  sustain  and  protect  each  othe 
There  should  not  only  be  constitutional  means,  but  personal  motives  to  resist  ei 
croachments  of  one  or  either  of  the  others.  Thus  ambition  would  be  made  to  coui 
teract  ambition,  the  desire  of  power  to  check  power,  and  the  pressure  of  interest  1 
balance  an  opposing  interest. 

*  *  *  The  judiciary  is  naturally  and  almost  necessarily,  as  has  been  ali^^H 
said,  the  weakest  department.  It  can  have  no  means  of  influence  by  pa-trofl^BH 
Its  powers  can  never  be  wielded  for  iUself.  It  has  no  command  over  the  purse  or 
sword  of  the  nation.  It  can  neitlier  lay  taxes,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor  commaiM 
armies,  nor  appoint  to  office.  It  is  never  brought  into  contact  with  the  people  hj 
constant  appeals  and  solicitations  and  private  intercourse,  wdiich  belong  to  all  tb 
other  departments  of  Government.  It  is  seen  only  in  controversies  or  in  trials  atu 
punishments.  Its  rigid  justice  and  impartiality  give  it  no  claims  to  favor,  howev 
they  may  to  respect.  It  stands  solitary'  and  unsupported,  except  by  that  portion  < 
public  opinion  which  is  interestetl  only  in  the  strict  administration  of  justice.  It  cai 
rarely  secure  the  sympathy  or  zealous  support  either  of  the  Executive  or  the  Leg^ta 
lature.  If  tliey  are  not,  as  is  not  unfrequently  the  case,  jealous  of  its  prerogativ 
the  constant  necessity  of  scrutinizing  the  acts  of  each,  upon  the  application  of  an; 
private  person,  and  the  painful  duty  of  pronouncing  judgment  that  these  acts  are 
departure  from  the  law  or  Constitution  can  have  no  tendency  to  conciliate  kindu' 
or  nourish  itifluence.  It  would  seem,  therefore^  that  some  additional  guards  would 
under  the  circumstances,  be  necessary^  to  protect  this  department  from  the  abso 
lute  dominion  of  the  otliers.  Yet  rarely  have  any  such  guards  been  applied,  an< 
every  attempt  to  introduce  them  has  been  resisted  i^-ith  a  pertinacity  which  demoii 
strates  how  slow  popular  leaders  are  to  introduce  checks  upon  tlieir  own  powc 
and  how  slow  the  people  are  to  believe  that  the  judiciary  is  the  real  bulwark  of  thei 
liberties.     *    *     * 

«  *  *  ♦  *  ♦  # 

*  ♦  *  If  any  department  of  the  Government  has  undue  influence  or  absorbitij 
power,  it  certainly  has  not  been  the  executive  or  judiciary. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  said  by  these  distinguished  writers,  ii 
may  also  be  tirged  that  the  dominant  parly  in  each  House  raay,  by  th( 
expulsion  of  a  sufficient  niuiiljer  of  members  or  by  the  exclusion  froii 
representation  of  a  requisite  number  of  States,  reduce  the  minority  to  les 
than  one-third.  Congress  by  these  means  might  be  enabled  to  pass  \ 
laWt  the  objections  of  the  President  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
which  would  reuder  impotent  the  other  two  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  make  inoperative  the  wholesome  and  restraining  power  whicl^ 
it  was  intended  by  the  franiers  of  the  Constitution  should  be  exerted  by 
them.     This  would  be  a  practical  concentration  of  all  power  in  the  Coa^ 
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gress  of  the  United  States;  this,  in  the  laiig^iiage  of  the  author  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  would  be  "precisely  the  definition  of  des- 
potic govenimeut. ' ' 

I  have  preferred  to  reproduce  these  teachings  of  the  great  statesmen 
and  constitutional  lawyers  of  the  early  and  later  days  of  the  Republic 
rather  than  to  rely  simply  upon  an  expression  of  my  own  opinions.  We 
can  not  too  ofteu  recur  to  them,  especially  at  a  conjuncture  like  the 
present.  Their  application  to  our  actual  condition  is  so  apparent  that 
they  now  come  to  us  a  living  voice^  to  be  listened  to  with  more  attention 
than  at  any  previons  period  of  our  history.  We  have  been  and  are  yet 
in  the  midst  of  popular  commotion.  The  pa.ssions  aroused  by  a  great 
civil  war  are  still  dominant.  It  is  not  a  time  favorable  to  that  calm  and 
delilierate  judgment  which  is  the  only  safe  guide  when  radical  changes 
in  onr  institutions  are  to  Ije  made.  The  measure  now  before  me  is  one 
of  those  changes.  It  initiates  an  untried  experiment  for  a  people  w^ho 
have  said,  with  one  voice,  that  it  is  not  for  their  g<>i>d.  This  alone  should 
make  us  pause,  but  it  is  not  all.  The  experiment  has  not  been  tried,  or 
so  much  as  demanded,  by  the  j^eople  of  the  several  States  for  themselves. 
In  but  few  of  the  States  has  sucli  an  innovation  been  allowed  as  gi\*iug 
the  ballot  to  the  colored  |x>pulation  without  any  other  qualification  than 
a  residence  of  one  year,  and  in  most  of  them  the  denial  of  the  ballot  to 
this  race  is  alisolute  and  by  fundamental  law  placed  beyond  the  domain 
of  ordinary  legislation.  In  most  of  those  States  the  evil  of  snch  suffrage 
would  be  partial,  but,  small  as  it  would  be,  it  is  guarded  by  constitutional 
barriers.  Here  the  innovation  assumes  formidable  proportions,  w^hich 
may  easily  grow  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  the  white  population  a 
subordinate  element  in  the  body  politic. 

After  full  deliberation  upon  this  measure,  I  can  not  bring  myself  to 
approve  it,  even  upon  local  considerations,  nor  yet  as  the  beginning  of  an 
experiment  on  a  larger  scale,  I  yield  to  no  one  in  attachment  to  that 
rule  of  general  suffrage  winch  distinguishes  our  jKUicy  as  a  nation.  But 
there  is  a  limit,  wisely  observed  hitherto,  which  makes  the  ballot  a  pri^-i- 
lege  and  a  trust,  and  wdiich  requires  of  some  classes  a  time  suitable  for 
probation  and  preparation.  To  give  it  indiscriminately  to  a  new  cla.ss, 
wholly  unprepared  by  previous  habits  and  opportunities  to  perform  the 
trust  which  it  demands,  is  to  degrade  it,  and  finally  to  destroy  its  power, 
for  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  no  political  truth  is  better  established 
than  that  such  indiscriminate  and  all-embracing  extension  of  popular 
suffrage  must  end  at  last  in  its  destruction. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /(I w«a#j  28,  t86j. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  return  to  the  Senate,  in  which  House  it  originated,  a  bill  entitled 
**An  act  to  admit  the  State  of  Colorado  into  the  Union/'  to  which  I  ca^ 
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not,  consistently  with  my  sense  of  duty,  give  my  approval.  With  the 
exception  of  an  additional  section,  containing  new  provisions,  it  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  bill  of  a  similar  title  passed  by  Congress  during 
the  last  session,  submitted  to  the  President  for  his  approval,  returned 
with  the  objections  contained  in  a  message  Ijearing  date  the  15th  of  May 
last,  and  }^et  awaiting  the  reconsideration  of  the  Senate. 

A  second  bill,  having  in  view  the  same  purpose,  has  now  passed  lx)th 
Houses  of  Congress  and  been  presented  for  my  signature.  Having  again 
carefully  considered  the  subject,  I  have  been  unable  to  jierceive  any  rea- 
son for  changing  the  opinions  which  have  already  Ixien  communicated 
to  Congress.  I  find,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  are  many  objections  to 
the  prop<jsed  legislation  of  which  I  was  not  at  that  time  aware,  and 
that  while  several  of  those  which  I  then  assigned  have  in  the  interval 
gained  in  strength,  yet  others  have  been  created  by  the  altered  character 
of  the  measures  now  submitted. 

The  constitution  under  which  the  State  government  is  proposed  to  be 
formed  ver>'  properly  contains  a  pro\^sion  that  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption  and  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union  shall  con- 
tinue as  if  the  constitution  had  not  been  adopted.  Among  those  laws  is 
one  absolutely  prohibiting  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  voting.  At  the 
recent  session  of  the  Territorial  legislature  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  this  law% 
introduced  into  the  council,  was  almost  unauinionsly  rejected;  and  at  the 
ver>'  time  when  Congress  was  engaged  in  enacting  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  the  legislature  passed  an  act  excluding  negroes  and  nuilat- 
toes  from  the  right  to  sit  as  jurors.  This  bill  was  vetoed  by  the  governor 
of  the  Territory,  who  held  that  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  negroes 
and  nuUattoes  are  citizens,  and  subject  to  the  duties,  as  well  as  entitled 
to  the  rights,  of  citizenship.  The  bill,  however,  was  passed,  the  objections 
of  the  govenior  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  is  now  a  law  of  the 
Territor\'-  Vet  in  the  bill  now  before  me,  by  which  it  is  proj^>osed  to  admit 
the  Territor\^  as  a  State,  it  is  proxddc^l  that  "there  shall  be  no  denial 
of  the  elective  franchise  or  any  other  rights  to  any  person  by  reason  of 
race  or  color,  excepting  Indians  not  taxed/' 

The  incongruity  thus  exhibited  between  the  legislation  of  Congress 
and  that  of  the  Territory,  taken  in  connection  with  the  protest  against 
the  admissioti  of  the  State  hereinafter  referred  to,  would  seem  clearly  to 
indicate  the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  the  propased  enactment. 

It  might,  inileed,  Ije  a  subject  of  grave  inquin-,  and  doubtless  will 
result  in  such  inquiry  if  tliis  bill  becomes  a  law»  whether  it  does  not 
attempt  to  exercise  a  power  not  conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Federal 
Constitution.  That  instrument  simply  declares  that  Congress  may  ad- 
mit new  States  into  the  Union.  It  nowhere  says  that  Congress  may 
make  new  States  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  them  into  the  Union  or 
for  any  other  pur|^)Ose;  and  yet  this  bill  is  as  clear  an  attempt  to  make 
the  institutions  as  any  in  which  the  people  themselves  could  engage. 
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III  view  of  this  action  of  Con^reas.  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
Territory  have  earnestly  protested  against  Ixjing  forced  into  the  Union 
without  first  having  the  question  submitted  to  the  people.  Nothing 
could  he  more  reasonable  tliaii  the  |X)sition  whicli  they  thus  assume; 
and  it  certainly  can  not  be  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  force  upon  a 
community  against  their  will  a  government  which  they  do  not  believe 
themselves  capable  of  sustaining. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  protest  alluded  to  as  officially  trans- 
mitted to  me: 

Whereas  it  is  annnunced  in  thr  public  prints  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to 
atlmit  Colonido  as  a  Stale  into  the  Union:  Therefore, 

A'f'sohrd  dv  the  house  0/  refute se7tiaiiz'es  of  ike  Territory^  That,  representing,  as 
we  do.  the  last  and  only  legal  expression  of  public  opinion  on  this  question,  we  ear- 
nestly protest  against  tlie  pa*aage  of  a  law  admitting  the  State  without  first  having 
the  question  submitted  to  a  vole  of  the  people,  for  the  reasons,  first*  that  w-e  have  a 
right  to  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  character  of  our  government;  second,  that  we 
have  not  a  sufficient  population  to  support  tlie  expenses  of  a  State  government.  For 
these  reasons  we  trust  that  Congress  will  not  force  upon  us  a  government  against  our 
will. 

Upon  information  which  I  considered  reliable,  I  assumed  in  my  mes- 
sage of  the  15  th  of  May  last  that  the  population  of  Colorado  was  not 
more  than  3o»ooo,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  number  was 
entirely  too  small  either  to  assume  the  responsibilities  or  to  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  a  State. 

It  appears  that  previous  to  that  time  the  legislature,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  exact  condition  of  the  Territory,  had  passed  a  law  author- 
izing a  census  of  the  population  to  be  taken.  The  law  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  asvsessors  in  the  several  counties  to  take  the  census  in  connection 
with  the  annual  assessments,  and,  in  order  to  secttre  a  correct  enumer- 
ation of  the  population,  allowed  them  a  liberal  compensation  for  the 
service  by  paying  them  for  every  name  returned,  and  added  to  their  pre- 
vious oath  of  office  an  oath  to  perform  this  duty  with  fidelity. 

From  the  accompanying  official  reix>rt  it  appears  that  returns  have 
been  received  from  fifteen  of  the  eighteen  counties  into  which  the  State 
is  divided,  and  that  their  pfjpulation  amounts  in  the  aggregate  to  24,909, 
The  three  remaining  counties  are  estimated  to  contain  3^000,  making  a 
total  ix)pulation  of  27,909, 

This  census  was  taken  in  the  summer  season,  when  it  is  claimed  that 
the  fmpulation  is  nuich  larger  than  at  any  other  period,  as  in  the  autunm 
miners  in  large  numbers  leave  their  work  and  return  to  the  East  with 
the  results  of  their  summer  etiterprise. 

The  population,  it  will  be  obser\'ed,  is  but  slightly  in  excess  of  one- 
fifth  of  the  number  required  as  the  basis  of  representation  for  a  single 
Con^res-sional  district  in  any  of  the  States — the  number  being  127,000. 

I  am  unable  to  jserceive  any  good  reason  for  such  great  disparity  in 
the  right  of  representation,  gi\'iug,  as  it  would,  to  the  people  of  Colorar' 
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not  only  this  vast  advantage  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  an 
equality  in  the  Senate,  where  the  other  States  are  represented  by  mil- 
lions. With  perhaps  a  single  exception,  no  such  inetpiality  as  this  has 
ever  l^efore  1)een  attempted.  I  know  that  it  is  claimed  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  diilferent  States  at  the  time  of  their  admission  has  varied  at 
different  periixls,  Init  it  has  nc»t  varied  much  more  than  the  ^wpulation 
of  each  decade  and  the  corresponding  basis  of  representation  for  the 
different  periods. 

The  obvious  intent  of  the  Constitution  was  that  no  State  should  !3e 
admitted  with  a  less  population  than  the  ratio  for  a  Representative  at  the 
time  of  application.  The  limitation  in  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  declaring  that  '*each  State  shall  have  at  least 
one  Representative/'  was  manifestly  designed  to  protect  the  States  which 
originally  composed  the  Union  from  l>eing  deprived,  in  the  event  of  a 
waning  population,  of  a  voice  in  the  popular  branch  of  Congress,  aud 
was  never  intended  as  a  warrant  to  force  a  new  State  into  the  Union  with 
a  representative  population  far  below  that  which  might  at  the  time  be 
required  of  sister  members  of  the  Confederacy.  This  bill,  in  view  of  the 
prohibition  of  the  same  section,  which  declares  that  '*  the  number  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  30,000,  *  *  is  at  least  a  \nolatioii 
of  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  however  Congress,  under  the  pressure 
of  circumstances,  may  ha\x*  admitted  two  or  three  States  with  less  than  a 
representative  population  at  the  time,  there  has  l>een  no  instance  in  which 
an  application  for  admission  has  ever  been  entertained  when  the  popula- 
tion, as  officially  ascertained,  was  below^  30,000. 

Were  there  any  doubt  of  this  being  the  true  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution,  it  would  be  dispelled  by  the  early  and  long-continued  practice 
of  the  Federal  &>vernment.  For  nearly  sixty  years  after  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  no  State  was  admitted  with  a  population  believed  at  the 
time  to  be  less  than  the  current  ratio  for  a  Representative,  and  the  first 
instance  in  which  there  appears  to  have  been  a  departure  from  the  princi- 
ple was  in  1845,  in  the  case  of  Florida,  Obviously  the  result  of  sectional 
strife,  w^e  would  do  well  to  regard  it  as  a  warning  of  evil  rather  than  as  an 
example  for  imitation;  and  I  think  candid  men  of  all  parties  will  agree 
that  the  inspiring  cause  of  the  violation  of  this  wholesome  principle  of 
restraint  is  to  be  found  in  a  vain  attempt  to  balance  these  antagonisms, 
which  refused  to  be  reconciled  except  through  the  bloody  arbitrament  of 
arms.  The  plain  facts  of  our  histor>^  will  attest  that  the  great  aud  lead- 
ing States  admitted  since  1845,  viz,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Cahfomia,  Minne- 
sota, and  Kansas,  including  Texas,  which  was  admitted  tliat  year,  have 
all  come  with  an  ample  population  for  one  Representative,  and  some  of 
them  w* ith  nearly  or  quite  enough  for  two. 

To  demonstrate  the  correctness  of  my  views  on  this  question.  I  subjoin 
a  table  containing  a  list  of  the  States  admitted  since  the  adoptioii  of  the 
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Federal  Constitution,  with  the  date  of  admission,  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, and  thert;prest^iitative  ixjpnlation  when  admitted,  deduced  from  the 
United  States  census  tables,  the  calculation  being  made  for  the  period  of 
the  decade  corresponding  with  tlie  date  of  admission. 

Colorado,  which  it  is  now  prup<:»sed  to  admit  as  a  State,  contains,  as  has 
already  l>een  stated,  a  population  less  than  28^000,  while  the  present  ratio 
of  representation  is  127,000. 

There  can  l>e  no  reason  that  I  can  perceive  for  the  admission  of  Colo- 
rado that  would  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  nearly  every  other  Terri- 
tory- now  organized;  and  I  submit  whether,  if  this  bill  become  a  law,  it 
will  be  possible  to  resist  the  logical  conclusion  that  such  Territories  as 
Dakota,  Montana,  and  Idaho  must  be  received  as  States  whenever  they 
present  themselves,  without  regard  to  the  number  uf  inhabitants  they  may 
respectively  contain.  Eiglit  or  teii  new  Senators  and  four  or  five  new 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  thus  be  admitted  to  rep- 
resent a  pgpulation  scarcely  exceeding  that  which  in  any  other  portion 
of  the  nation  is  entitled  to  but  a  single  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, while  the  average  for  two  Senators  in  the  Union,  as  now  con- 
stituted, is  at  least  1,000,000  people.  It  W'Ould  sorely  be  unjust  to  all 
other  sections  of  the  Union  to  enter  upon  a  pjlicy  with  regard  to  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States  which  might  result  in  conferring  such  a  dispropor- 
tionate share  of  influence  in  the  National  Legislature  upon  communities 
which,  in  pursuance  of  the  wise  policy  of  our  fathers,  should  for  some 
years  to  come  be  retained  under  the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  the 
National  Govenmient.  If  it  is  deemed  just  and  expedient  now^  to  depart 
from  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation  thiring  all  its  history,  and  to  admit  all 
the  Territories  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  States,  irrespective  of  their 
population  or  fitness  for  such  government,  it  is  submitted  whether  it  w^onld 
not  be  w-ell  to  de\nse  such  measures  as  will  bring  the  subject  before  the 
country  for  consideration  and  decision.  This  would  seem  to  be  emi- 
nently wise,  because,  as  has  already  been  stated,  if  it  is  right  to  admit 
Colorado  now  there  is  no  reason  for  the  exclusion  of  the  other  Territories. 

It  is  no  answer  to  these  suggestions  that  an  enabling  act  was  passed 
authorizing  the  people  of  Colorado  to  take  action  on  this  subject.  It  is 
w^ell  knowi^  that  that  act  was  passed  in  consequence  of  representations 
that  the  population  reached,  according  to  some  statements,  as  high  as 
80,000,  and  to  none  less  than  50,000,  and  was  growing  with  a  rapidity 
which  by  the  time  the  admission  could  be  consummated  w^ould  secure 
a  pcDpnlation  of  over  100,000,  These  representations  proved  to  have 
been  wholly  fallacious,  and  in  addition  the  people  of  the  Territor>'  by  a 
deliberate  vote  decided  that  they  would  not  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
a  State  government.  By  that  decision  they  utterly  exhausted  all  power 
that  was  conferred  by  the  enabling  act,  and  there  has  been  no  step  taken 
since  in  relation  to  the  admission  that  has  had  the  slightest  sanction 
warrant  of  law. 
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The  proceeding  upon  which  the  present  application  is  based  was  in  the . 
utter  absence  of  all  law  in  relation  to  it.  and  there  is  no  evidence  tliatl 
the  votes  on  t!ie  question  of  the  formation  of  a  State  government  bear  \ 
any  relation  whatever  to  the  sentijnent  of  the  Territory,  The  protest  ; 
of  the  house  of  representatives  previously  quoted  is  conclusive  e\ndeticc  to 
the  contrary. 

But  if  none  of  these  reasons  existed  against  this  proposed  enactment.  J 
the  bill  itself ^  besides  being  inconsistent  in  its  provisions  in  conferring  I 
power  upon  a  person  unknow^i  to  tlie  laws  and  who  may  nnyitr  have  a  ] 
legal  existence,  is  so  framed  as  to  render  its  execution  almost  impossible.  J 
It  is,  indeed,  a  question  whether  it  is  not  in  itself  a  nullity.     To  say  the  I 
least,  it  is  of  exceedingly  doubtful  propriety  to  confer  the  power  pro-  1 
posed  in  this  bill  upon  the  "govenior  t;lect/*  for  as  by  its  own  terms  j 
the  constitution  is  not  to  take  effect  until  after  the  admission  of  the  State,  j 
he  in  the  meantime  has  no  more  authority  than  any  other  private  citizen*  ] 
But  even  supposing  him  to  be  clothed  with  sufficient  autliorit^^  to  con-  J 
vene  the  legislature,  what  constitutes  the  *' State  legislature'*  to  which  I 
is  to  be  referred  the  submission  of  the  conditions  imposed  by  Congress?  I 
Is  it  a  new  body  to  l>e  elected  and  convened  by  proclamation  of  the 
*' governor  elect,"  or  is  it  that  body  w^hich  met  more  than  a  year  ago  1 
under  the  prox-isions  of  the  State  constitution?     By  reference  to  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  schedule  and  to  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  State  constitution  it  will  be  seen  that  the  term  of  the  mem-  1 
bers  of  the  house  of  representatives  and  that  of  one-half  of  the  members 
of  the  senate  expired  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  present  mouth.     It  is  I 
clear  that  if  there  were  no  intrinsic  objections  to  the  bill  itself  in  relation  1 
to  purposes  to  ]>e  accomplished  this  olijection  w^ould  l>e  fatal,  as  it  is 
apparent  that  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  bill  to  admit  1 
Colorado  have  reference  to  a  period  and  a  state  of  facts  entirely  diflferent 
from  the  present  and  affairs  as  they  now  exist,  and  if  carried  into  effect  j 
must  necessarily  lead  to  confusion »  j 

Even  if  it  were  settled  that  the  old  and  not  a  new  body  were  to  act^  I 
it  would  be  found  impracticable  to  execute  the  law,  because  a  consider-  ] 
able  number  of  the  members,  as  I  am  informed,  have  ceased  to  be  rest-  ' 
dents  of  the  Territory,  and  in  the  sixty  days  wnthin  w  hicli  the  legislature 
is  to  be  convened  after  the  passage  of  the  act  there  w^ould  not  be  suffi-  i 
dent  time  to  fill  the  vacancies  by  new^  elections,  were  then*  miv  mtlirintv  1 
under  which  they  could  be  held. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add  that  if  these  proceedings^  were  uU  rcg-  J 
ular  and  the  result  to  be  obtained  were  desirable,  simple  justice  to  the  J 
people  of  the  Territory  would  require  a  longer  jieriod  than  sixty  days  I 
within  which  tn  obtain  action  on  the  conditions  proposed  by  the  third  1 
section  of  the  bill  There  are,  as  is  w*ell  known,  l;u*ge  portionji  of  th^  I 
l^arritory  with  which  there  is  and  can  1>c  no  general  communication,  | 
tboe  being  several  counties  which  from  November  to  May  cmi  only  be  1 
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reached  by  persons  traveling  on  foot,  while  with  other  regions  of  the 
Territory,  occupied  by  a  large  portion  of  the  population,  there  is  very 
little  more  freedom  of  access.  Thus,  if  this  bill  should  become  a  law, 
it  would  be  impracticable  to  obtain  any  expression  of  public  sentiment 
in  reference  to  its  provisions,  with  a  view  to  enlighten  the  legislature,  if 
the  old  body  were  called  together,  and,  of  course,  equally  impracticable 
to  procure  the  election  of  a  new  body.  This  defect  might  have  been 
remedied  by  an  extension  of  the  time  and  a  submission  of  the  question 
to  the  people,  with  a  fair  opportimity  to  enable  them  to  express  their 
sentiments. 

The  admission  of  a  new  State  has  generally  been  regarded  as  an 
epoch  in  our  history  marking  the  onward  progress  of  the  nation;  but 
after  the  most  careful  and  anxious  inquiry  on  the  subject  I  can  not  per- 
ceive that  the  proposed  proceeding  is  in  conformity  with  the  policy 
which  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  has  uniformly  prevailed  in 
the  admission  of  new  States.  I  therefore  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
without  my  signature.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Not  known. 


Washington, /<3J«7/djrv  -?p,  iS6j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  return  for  reconsideration  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Nebraska  into  the  Union/*  which  originated  in  the  Senate 
and  has  received  the  assent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.     A  bill  hav^ 
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in  \'iew  the  same  object  was  presented  for  my  approval  a  few  hours  prk 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  last  sr  ssion,  but,  submitted  at  a  time  when  tbei 
was  no  opportunity  for  a  proper  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  withhel 
my  signature  and  the  measure  failed  to  become  a  law. 

It  appears  by  the  preamble  of  this  bill  that  the  people  of  Nebraska 
availing  themselves  of  the  authorit}'  conferred  upon  them  by  the  ac 
passed  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1864,  '*have  adopted  a  constitutioi 
which,  upon  due  examination,  is  found  to  conform  to  the  provisions  am 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  said  act,  and  to  be  republican  in  its  fan 
of  government,  and  that  they  now  ask  for  admission  into  the  Union.' 
This  proposed  law  would  therefore  seem  to  be  based  upon  the  dedaratioi 
contained  in  the  enabling  act  that  upon  compliance  with  its  terms  tb 
people  of  Nebraska  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States.  Reference  to  the  bill,  however,  shows  thai 
while  by  the  first  section  Congress  distinctly  accepts,  ratifies,  and  con- 
firms  the  Constitution  and  State  govennnent  which  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritor>'  have  fonned  for  themselves,  declares  Nebraska  to  be  one  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  admits  her  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatsoever,  the  third  sec- 
tion provides  that  this  measure  * '  shall  not  take  effect  except  upon  the 
fundamental  condition  that  within  the  State  of  Nebraska  there  shall  be 
no  denial  of  the  elective  franchise,  or  of  any  other  right,  to  any  person 
by  reason  of  race  or  color,  excepting  Indians  not  taxed;  and  upon  the 
further  fundamental  condition  that  the  legislature  of  said  State,  by  a 
solemn  public  act.  shall  declare  the  assent  of  said  State  to  the  said  fun- 
damental condition,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  an  authentic  copy  of  said  act.  u^wn  receipt  whereof  the  President, 
by  proclamation,  shall  forthwith  announce  the  fact,  whereupon  said  ftm- 
damental  condition  shall  be  held  as  a  part  of  the  organic  law  of  the  State; 
and  thereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union  shall  be  considered  as 
complete. ' '  This  condition  is  not  mentioned  in  the  original  enablin^^  act; 
was  not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  its  i>assage;  was  not  sought  by  the 
people  themselves;  has  not  heretofore  been  applied  to  the  inhabitants  of 
any  State  asking  admission,  and  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  constitution 
adopted  by  the  people  and  declared  in  the  preamble  **to  be  republican 
in  its  form  of  government,"  for  in  that  instrument  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise  and  the  right  to  hold  office  are  expressly  limited  to 
white  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Congress  thus  undertakes  to  author- 
ize and  compel  the  legislature  to  change  a  constitution  which,  it  is  declared 
in  the  preamble,  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  people,  and  which  by 
this  bill  is  ** accepted,  ratified,  and  confirmed"  by  the  Congress  of  the 
nation. 

The  first  and  third  sections  of  the  bill  exhibit  yet  further  incongruity. 
By  the  one  Nebraska  is  ''admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
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with  the  original  States  in  all  rcsiiects  \vhatst>ever/ '  while  by  tlie  other 
Congress  deiiiaiids  as  a  coiKlkion  precedent  to  her  admission  require- 
ments which  ill  our  history  have  never  been  asked  of  any  people  when 
presenting  a  constitution  and  State  government  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
lawmaking  fK:)wer.  It  is  expressly  declared  by  the  third  section  that 
the  bill  *' shall  not  take  effect  except  upon  the  fundamental  condition 
that  within  the  State  of  Nebraska  there  shall  be  no  denial  of  the  elective 
franchise,  or  of  any  other  right,  to  any  person  by  reason  of  race  or  color, 
excepting  Indians  not  taxed."  Neither  more  nor  less  than  the  assertion 
of  the  right  of  Cotagress  to  regulate  the  elective  franchise  of  any  State 
hereafter  to  fje  admitted,  this  condition  is  in  clear  violation  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  under  the  pro%nsions  of  which,  from  the  vers-  founda- 
tion of  the  Go\^ennne!it.  each  vState  has  been  left  free  to  determine  for 
itself  the  qualifications  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  suffrage  within  its 
limits.  Without  precedent  in  our  legislation,  it  is  in  marked  contrast 
with  those  limitations  which,  imposed  npon  States  that  from  time  to  time 
have  liecome  menilxTS  of  the  Union,  had  for  their  object  the  single  pur- 
pose of  preventing  any  infringement  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country. 
If  Congress  is  satisfied  that  Nebraska  at  the  present  time  possesses 
sufficient  population  to  entitle  her  to  full  representation  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  and  that  her  people  desire  an  exchange  of  a  Territorial  for 
a  State  government,  goml  faith  would  seem  to  demand  that  she  should 
be  admitted  without  further  requirements  than  those  expressed  in  the 
enabling  act,  with  all  of  which,  it  is  asserted  in  the  preamble,  her  inhabit- 
ants have  complied.  Congress  may,  under  the  Constitution,  admit  new 
States  or  reject  them,  but  the  people  of  a  State  can  alone  make  or  change 
their  organic  law  and  prescribe  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors. 
Congress,  howev^er,  in  passing  the  bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it  has  been 
submitted  for  my  approval,  does  not  merely  reject  the  application  of  the 
people  of  Nebraska  for  present  admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  on 
the  ground  that  the  constitution  which  they  have  submitted  restricts  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  to  the  white  population,  but  imposes 
conditions  wiiich,  if  accepted  by  the  legislature,  may,  without  the  consent 
of  the  i^ople,  so  change  the  organic  law  as  to  make  electors  of  all  per- 
sons within  the  State  without  distinction  of  race  or  color.  In  view  of  this 
fact»  I  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  w^hether  it  would  not  be 
just,  ex]iedie!it,  and  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  our  Government 
to  allow^  the  pe^jple,  by  popular  vote  or  through  a  convention  chosen  by 
themselves  for  that  purpose,  to  declare  whether  or  not  they  will  accept 
the  terms  U|3on  w^hich  it  is  now  proposed  to  admit  them  into  the  ITnion, 
This  course  would  not  occasion  nnich  greater  delay  than  that  which  the 
bill  contemplates  when  it  requires  that  the  legislature  shall  be  convened 
within  tliirty  days  after  this  measure  shall  have  become  a  law  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and  deciding  the  conditions  which  it  imposes,  and 
gains  additional  force  when  we  consider  that  the  proceedings  attend! 


492 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


the  formation  of  tlie  State  cx>nstitution  were  not  in  conformity  witli  the 
provisions  of  the  enabling  act;  that  in  an  aggregate  vote  of  7.776  the 
majority  in  favor  of  the  constitution  did  not  exceed  100;  and  that  it  is 
alleged  that,  in  conseqtience  of  frauds,  even  this  result  can  not  be  re* 
ceived  as  a  fair  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  people.  As  upon  them 
must  fall  the  burdens  of  a  State  organization,  it  is  but  just  that  they 
should  l3e  permitted  to  determine  for  themselves  a  question  which  so 
materially  affects  their  interests.  Possessing  a  soil  and  a  climate  admir- 
ably adapted  to  those  industrial  pursuits  which  bring  prosperity  and 
greatness  to  a  people,  with  the  advantage  of  a  central  ix>sition  on  the 
great  highway  that  will  soon  connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States, 
Nebraska  is  rapidly  gaining  in  numl>ers  and  wealth,  and  may  within  a 
very  brief  period  claim  admission  on  grounds  which  will  challenge  and 
secure  universal  assent.  She  can  therefore  wnsely  and  patiently  afford 
to  wait.  Her  population  is  said  to  be  steadily  and  even  rapidly  increas- 
ing,  l>eing  now  generally  conceded  as  high  as  40,000,  and  estimated  by 
some  whose  judgment  is  entitled  to  respect  at  a  still  greater  tniml^er. 
At  her  present  rate  of  growth  she  will  in  a  ver>'  short  time  have  the 
requisite  population  for  a  Representative  in  Congress,  and,  what  is  far 
more  important  to  her  own  citizens,  will  have  realized  such  an  advance 
in  material  wealth  as  will  enable  the  expenses  of  a  State  government  to 
be  borne  without  oppression  to  the  taxpayer.  Of  new  communities  it 
may  lie  said  with  special  force — and  it  is  true  of  old  ones — that  the  in- 
ducement to  emigrants,  other  things  being  equal,  is  in  almost  the  precise 
ratio  of  the  rate  of  taxation.  The  great  States  of  the  Northwest  owe  their 
marvelous  prosperity  largely  to  the  fact  that  they  were  continued  as  Ter- 
ritories until  they  had  grown  to  be  wealthy  and  p<:)pulous  communities, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

B  Washington  »  March  2,  i86y. 

JO  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  bill  ' '  to  regtdate  the  tenure  of  certain 
civil  offices/'  The  material  portion  of  the  bill  is  contained  in  the  first 
section,  and  is  of  the  effect  following,  namely: 

Thftt  every  person  holding  any  civil  office  to  which  he  has  been  appointed,  by  and 
witlj  the  a<lrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  every  person  who  shall  hereafter 
!>c  appointed  to  any  siicli  office  and  shall  become  duly  (jualified  to  act  thcnriu*  is 
and  hhiill  t:>c  t^ntitletl  to  liold  such  office  until  a  successor  shaU  have  been  ftpi*ointcd 
by  the  President*  wilii  the  adrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  duly  qiirlified; 
ami  that  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the 
Interior,  tlie  rostuiaster-Oeneral,  and  the  Attorn ey-General  shall  hold  their  office* 
respectively  for  and  dtiring  tlic  term  of  the  President  by  whom  Lliey  may  have  h<tn 
ippottitcd  and  for  one  month  thereafter,  subject  to  removal  by  and  with  the  ttdvk« 
and  coniient  of  the  Senate. 

These  firovi^sions  arc  qnalificd  b>"  a  reservation  in  the  fourth  stection, 
that  nothing  conuined  in  the  bill  shall  l)e  constrocd  t0  extend  the  term 
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of  any  office  the  duration  of  which  is  litnited  by  law/*  In  effect  the 
hill  provides  that  tlie  President  shall  not  remove  from  their  places  any  of 
the  civil  officers  whose  terms  of  service  are  not  limited  by  law  without  the 
ad\dce  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  The  bill  in  this 
respect  conflicts,  iu  my  judgment,  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  question,  as  Congress  is  well  aware,  is  by  no  means  a  new 
one.  That  the  power  of  removal  is  constitutionally  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  a  principle  which  has  Ix^en  not  more  distinctly 
declared  by  judicial  authority  and  judicial  commentators  than  it  has  been 
uniformly  practiced  upon  by  the  legislative  and  executive  departments  of 
the  Government.  The  question  arose  in  the  House  of  Representatives  so 
early  as  the  i6th  of  June,  1789,  on  the  bill  for  establishing  an  Executive 
Department  denominated  **the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs.**  The 
first  clause  of  the  bill,  after  recapitulating  the  functions  of  that  officer 
and  defining  his  duties,  had  these  words:  **To  be  removable  from  office 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States/'  It  was  moved  to  strike  out  these 
words  and  the  motion  was  sustained  with  great  abihty  and  vigor.  It  was 
insisted  that  the  President  could  not  constitutionally  exercise  the  power 
of  removal  exclusively  of  the  Senate;  that  the  Federalist  so  interpreted 
the  Constitution  when  arguing  for  its  adoption  by  the  several  States; 
that  the  Constitution  had  nowhere  given  the  President  power  of  removal, 
either  expressly  or  by  strong  implication,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  dis- 
tinctly provided  for  removals  from  office  by  impeachment  only. 

A  constnictiou  which  denied  the  power  of  removal  by  the  President 
was  further  maintained  liy  arguments  drawn  from  the  danger  of  the 
abuse  of  the  power;  from  the  supposed  tendency  of  an  exposure  of  public 
officers  to  capricious  removal  to  inipair  the  efficiency  of  the  civil  service; 
from  the  alleged  injustice  and  hardship  of  displacing  incumbents  depend- 
ent tipon  their  official  stations  without  sufficient  consideration;  from  a 
supposed  want  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  President,  and  from 
an  imagined  defect  of  guaranties  against  a  \4cious  President  who  might 
iTicline  to  abuse  the  power.  On  the  other  hand,  an  exclusive  ptnver  tjf 
removal  by  the  President  was  defended  as  a  true  exix)sitiou  of  the  text 
of  the  Constitution.  It  was  maintained  that  there  are  certain  causes  for 
which  pers*>ns  ought  to  l)e  removed  from  office  without  l^eing  guilty  of 
treason,  bribery,  or  malfeasance,  and  that  the  nature  of  things  demands 
that  it  should  be  so.  "Suppose,"  it  was  said,  **a  man  becomes  insane 
by  the  visitation  of  God  and  is  likely  to  ruin  our  affairs;  are  the  hands 
of  the  Govenuuent  to  be  confined  from  warding  off  the  evil?  SupfK)se  a 
pers<m  in  office  not  possessing  the  talents  he  was  judged  to  have  at  the 
time  of  the  ap{3<jintment;  is  the  error  not  to  be  corrected?  Suppose  he 
acquires  \ncious  habits  and  incurable  indolence  or  total  neglect  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  which  shall  work  mischief  to  the  public  welfare;  is 
there  no  way  to  arrest  the  threatened  danger?  Suppf)se  he  becomes 
odious  and  unpopular  by  reason  of  the  measures  he  pursues — and  this  h' 
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may  do  without  committing  any  positive  offense  against  the  law;,  m 
he  preserve  his  office  in  despite  of  the  popular  will  ?  Suppose  him  gras 
ing  for  his  own  aggraiidizenient  and  tlie  ele\'ation  of  his  connections  I 
every  means  short  of  the  treason  defined  h\'  the  Constitution,  hurryii 
your  affairs  to  the  precipice  of  destruction,  endangering  your  domesi 
tranquillity,  plundering  you  of  the  means  of  defense,  alienating  the  aff< 
tions  of  your  allies  and  promoting  the  spirit  of  discord:  must  the  tard 
tedious,  desultory  road  by  way  of  impeachment  be  traveled  to  overta 
the  man  who,  barely  confining  himself  within  the  letter  of  the  law, 
employed  in  drawing  off  the  \ital  principle  of  the  Government?  T 
nature  of  things,  the  great  objects  of  society,  the  express  objects  of 
Constitution  itself,  require  that  this  thing  should  l>e  other^'ise»  To  uni 
the  Senate  with  the  President  in  the  exercise  uf  the  power,"  it  was  sai 
"would  involve  us  in  the  most  serious  difficulty.  Suppose  a  discovi 
of  any  of  those  events  should  take  place  when  the  Senate  is  not  iti  s 
sion;  how  is  the  remedy  to  be  applied?  The  evil  could  Ix.*  avoided  in 
other  w^ay  than  by  the  Senate  sitting  always/'  In  regard  to  the  dang) 
of  the  power  being  abused  if  exercised  by  one  man  it  was  said  **th 
the  danger  is  as  great  with  res|3et:t  to  the  Senate,  who  are  assembled  froi 
various  parts  of  the  continent,  with  different  impressions  and  opi 
ions;  **  *'that  such  a  body  is  more  likely  to  misuse  the  power  of  remov 
than  the  man  whom  the  united  voice  of  America  aills  to  the  Presidenti 
chair.  As  the  nature  of  government  requires  the  power  of  removal/' 
was  maintained  *'that  it  should  be  exercised  in  this  way  by  the  ha; 
capable  of  exerting  itself  with  effect;  and  the  |X)wer  must  be  confem 
on  the  President  by  the  Constitution  as  the  executive  officer  of  tl 
Government/' 

Mr.  Madison,  whose  adverse  opinion  in  the  Federalist  had  been  reli« 
upon  by  those  who  denied  the  exclusive  powder,  now  participated  in  tl 
debate.  He  declared  that  he  had  reviewed  his  former  opinions,  and 
summed  up  the  whole  case  as  follows: 

The  Constitution  affirms  that  the  executive  power  is  vested  in  the  President.  , 
there  exceptions  to  this  proposition?  Yes;  there  are.  The  Constitution  says  th 
in  appcanting  to  office  the  Senate  shall  be  associated  vn\\i  tlie  President,  unless 
the  case  of  inferior  officers,  when  the  law  shall  otlierwise  direct.  Have  we  (that 
Conjtn'ess)  a  rij^'ht  to  extend  this  exception?  I  beHeve  not.  If  the  Constitution  I 
invested  all  executive  power  in  the  President,  I  venture  to  assert  that  the  Legis] 
ture  has  no  right  to  diminish  or  modify  his  executive  authority.  The  queslidti 
resolves  itself  into  this;  Is  the  power  of  displacing  an  executive  power?  I  concei* 
that  if  any  power  whatsoever  is  in  the  Executive  it  is  the  power  of  appointing,  ox\ 
seeing,  and  controlling  those  who  execute  the  laws.  If  the  Constitution  had  e 
qualified  the  power  of  the  President  in  appointing  to  office  by  associating  the  Seni 
wnth  him  in  that  husiness,  would  it  not  be  clear  that  he  would  have  tlie  right  by  \ 
tue  of  his  executive  pow*er  to  make  such  appointment?  Should  we  Ix?  authorized 
defiance  of  that  clause  in  the  Constitntioi],  "The  executive  power  shall  be  vesli 
in  the  President/'  to  unite  the  Senate  with  the  President  in  the  appointment 
office?    I  conceive  not.     If  it  is  admitted  that  w*e  should  not  be  authorized  to  do  thi 
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I  tliink  it  may  be  disputed  whether  we  liave  a  right  to  associate  them  in  removing 
persons  from  office^  liie  one  power  being  as  much  of  an  executive  nature  as  the  other; 
and  the  first  one  is  authorized  by  being  excepted  out  of  l!ie  genera!  rale  established 
by  tlie  Constitution  in  these  words:  '*The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  the 
President/* 

The  qitestioii,  thus  ably  and  exhaustively  argued,  was  decided  by  the 
Hou*ie  of  Represeutatives,  by  a  vote  of  34  to  20,  in  favor  of  the  principle 
that  the  executive  power  of  removal  is  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the 
Executive,  and  in  the  Senate  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice-President, 

The  question  has  often  been  raised  in  subsequent  times  of  high  excite- 
ment, and  the  practice  of  the  Government  has,  nevertheless,  coufortned 
in  all  cases  to  the  decision  thtis  early  made. 

The  question  was  revived  during  the  Administration  of  President  Jack- 
son, w4io  made,  as  is  well  recollected,  a  very  large  number  of  removals, 
which  were  made  an  occasion  of  close  and  rigorous  scrutiny  and  remon- 
strance. The  subject  was  long  and  earnestly  debated  m  the  Senate, 
and  the  early  constntction  of  the  Constitution  was,  nevertheless,  freely 
accepted  as  Imiding  and  conclusive  upon  Congress. 

The  question  came  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
January.  1839,  ex  parte  Heunen.  It  was  declared  by  the  court  on  that 
occasion  that  the  power  of  removal  from  oflice  was  a  subject  much  dis- 
puted, and  upon  which  a  great  di\  ersity  of  opinion  was  entertained  in 
the  early  history  of  the  Goveniment,  This  related »  however,  to  the 
power  of  the  President  to  remove  officers  appointed  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  great  question  was  whether  tlie  removal  w*as  to 
be  by  the  President  alone  or  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  both 
constituting  the  ap|>ointing  power.  No  €me  denied  the  ix:>wer  of  the 
President  and  Senate  jointly  to  remove  where  the  tenure  of  the  ofHce  was 
not  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  which  was  a  full  recognition  of  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  power  of  removal  was  incident  to  the  jjower  of  apjxjintment; 
but  it  was  very^  early  adopted  as  a  practical  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  this  power  was  vested  in  the  President  alone,  and  such 
would  apx>ear  to  have  Ijeen  the  legislative  constniction  of  the  Constitti- 
tion,  for  in  the  organisation  of  the  three  great  Departments  of  State, 
War,  and  Treasury,  in  the  year  1789,  provision  was  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  subordinate  officer  by  the  head  of  the  Department,  who  should 
have  charge  of  the  records,  books,  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  office 
when  the  head  of  the  Department  should  be  removed  from  office  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  When  the  Navy  Department  was  estab- 
lished, in  the  year  1798,  provision  was  made  for  the  charge  and  custody 
of  the  lx>oks,  records,  and  documents  of  the  Department  in  case  of  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  Secretary  by  removal  or  otherwise.  It  is  not  here  said 
"by  removal  of  the  President,*'  as  is  done  with  respect  to  the  heads  of 
the  other  Departments,  yet  there  can  1>e  no  doubt  that  he  holds  his  office 
with  the  same  tenure  as  the  other  Secretaries  and  is  removable  by  the 
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President.  The  change  of  phraseology  arose,  probably,  from  its  having^ 
become  the  settled  and  well-nnderstood  construction  of  the  Constitntioii 
that  the  power  of  removal  was  vested  in  the  President  alone  in  such 
cases,  although  the  appointment  of  the  officer  is  by  the  President  and 
Senate.     (13  Peters,  p.  139.) 

Our  most  distinguished  and  accepted  commentators  U|^»on  the  Consti- 
tution concur  in  the  construction  thus  early  given  by  Congress,  and  thus 
sanctioned  by  the  Supreme  Court.  After  a  full  analysis  of  the  Congres- 
sional debate  to  which  I  have  referred,  Mr.  Justice  Story  comes  to  this 
conclusion: 

After  a  most  aniinated  discusdon,  the  vote  finally  taken  in  the  House  of  Hepre- 
sentativcs  was  aflSrmative  of  the  power  of  removal  in  the  President,  without  any 
cooperation  of  the  Senate,  by  the  vote  of  34  members  against  20.  In  the  Senate 
the  clause  in  the  hill  affirming  the  power  was  carried  by  tlie  casting  vote  of  the  Vice* 
President,  That  the  final  decision  of  this  question  so  made  was  greatly  influenced 
by  tlie  exalted  character  of  the  President  then  in  office  was  asserted  at  the  time  and 
has  alwa^^•s  been  Ijelieved;  yet  the  doctrine  was  opposed  as  well  as  supported  by  tlie 
highest  talents  and  ptitriotism  of  Uie  country.  The  pul>lic  have  acquiesced  in  Uiis 
decision,  and  it  constitutes,  perhaps,  tJie  most  extraordinary  case  in  the  history  of 
tlie  Government  of  a  power  conferred  by  implication  on  the  Executive  by  the 
assent  of  a  bare  majority  of  Congress  which  has  not  been  questioned  on  many  other 
occasions. 

The  commentator  adds: 

Nor  is  this  general  acquiescence  and  silence  without  a  satisfactory  explanation. 

Chancellor  Kent's  remarks  on  the  subject  are  as  follows: 

On  tlie  first  organization  of  the  Government  it  was  made  a  question  whether  the 
power  of  removal  in  case  of  officers  appointed  to  hold  at  pleasure  resided  nowhere  but 
in  the  tnniy  which  appointed,  and,  of  course,  whether  tlie  consent  of  the  Senate  was 
not  requisite  to  remove.  This  was  the  construction  given  to  the  Constitution,  while 
it  was  pending  for  ratification  before  the  State  conventions,  by  tlie  autlior  of  the 
Federalist.  But  the  construction  which  was  given  to  the  Constitution  by  Congress. 
after  great  consideration  and  discussion,  was  different.  The  words  of  tlie  act  [estab- 
lishing the  Trcasur\'  Department]  are:  "And  whenever  the  same  shall  be  rcmovdl 
from  office  by  tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  other  caiie  of  vacnney 
in  Uie  officetlhe  assistant  shall  act/*  This  amounted  to  a  legishitive  construction 
of  the  Constitution,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  acquiesced  in  and  acted  uix»n  as  a 
decisive  autliority  in  tlie  case.  It  applies  equally  to  every  other  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment appointed  by  the  President,  whose  tenn  of  duration  is  not  specially  declared. 
It  is  supix»rted  l»y  the  weighty  reason  that  the  suViordinate  officers  in  tlie  cjcecutivc 
drpartmcnt  ought  to  hold  at  the  pleasure  of  the  head  of  the  department.  Iiecauscr . 
he  is  investeil  generally  ^*4th  tlie  executive  autliority,  and  the  j:>arlicipati<jii  in  tlaat^ 
authority  by  the  Senate  was  an  ejLception  to  a  general  principle  anci  uughl  lo  be 
taken  strictly.  The  I*resideut  is  the  great  res|x>nsible  officer  for  the  faithful  cx€5CU- 
tion  of  the  law,  and  tlie  power  of  removal  was  incidental  to  thai  duty,  and  might 
often  ht  requisite  tn  fulfill  it. 

Thus  has  the  important  question  presented  by  this  hill  heeu  .settled,  itt ' 
the  language  of  the  bte  Daniel  Webster  (who,  while  disvsenting  from  il» 
admitted  that  it  was  settled),  by  construct  ion,  settled  by  prcccdciil,  .SieUled 
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by  the  practice  of  the  Govenioieot,  and  settled  b^^  statute.  The  events  of 
the  last  war  funiislied  a  practical  confirmation  of  the  wistlora  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  has  hitherto  been  maintained  in  many  of  its  parts,  including 
that  which  is  now  the  subject  of  consideration.  When  the  war  broke  out, 
rel>el  enemies,  traitors,  abettors,  and  sympathizers  were  found  in  every 
Department  of  the  Government,  as  well  in  the  ci\nl  service  as  in  the  land 
and  naval  military  ser\'ice.  They  were  found  in  Congress  and  among  the 
keepers  of  the  Capitol;  in  foreign  missions;  in  each  and  all  the  Execu- 
live  Departments;  in  the  judicial  servdce;  in  the  post-office*  and  among 
the  agents  for  conducting  Indian  afiFairs.  Upon  probable  suspicion  they 
were  promptly  displaced  by  my  predecessor,  so  far  as  they  held  their 
offices  under  executive  authority,  and  their  duties  were  confided  to  new 
and  loyal  successors.  No  complaints  against  that  power  or  doubts  of  its 
wisdom  were  entertained  in  any  quarter.  I  sincerely  trust  and  believe 
that  no  such  civil  w^ar  is  likely  to  occur  again.  I  can  not  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  in  whatever  form  and  on  whatever  occasion  sedition  can  raise 
an  effort  to  hinder  or  embarrass  or  defeat  the  legitimate  action  of  this 
Government,  whether  by  preventing  the  collection  of  revenue,  or  disturb- 
ing the  public  peace,  or  separating  the  States,  or  Ijetraying  the  country  to 
a  foreign  enemy,  the  power  of  remo\^al  from  office  by  the  Executive ^  as 
it  has  heretofore  existed  and  l>eeu  practiced,  will  be  found  inchspensable. 
Under  these  circumstances,  as  a  depositary  of  the  executive  authority 
of  the  nation,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  unite  with  Congress  in  reversing 
it  by  giving  my  approval  to  the  bill.  At  the  early  day  when  this  ques- 
tion was  settled,  and,  indeed,  at  the  several  periods  when  it  has  subse- 
quently l>een  agitated,  the  success  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  new  and  peculiar  system  of  free  representative  goveni- 
metit,  was  held  doubtful  in  other  countries,  and  was  even  a  subject  of 
patriotic  apprehension  among  the  American  people  themselves.  A  trial 
of  nearly  eighty  years,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  foreign  conflicts  and 
of  civil  war,  is  confidently  regarded  as  having  extinguished  all  such 
doubts  and  apprehensions  for  the  future.  During  that  eighty  years  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  enjoyed  a  measure  of  security,  peace, 
prosperity,  and  happiness  never  surpassed  by  any  nation.  It  can  not 
Ije  doubted  that  the  triumphant  success  of  the  Constitution  is  due  to 
the  wonderful  wisdom  w^ith  wliich  the  functions  of  government  were 
distributed  between  the  three  principal  departments — the  legislative, 
the  executive,  and  the  judicial — and  to  the  fidelity  with  which  each  has 
confined  itself  or  been  confined  by  the  general  voice  of  the  nation  within 
its  peculiar  and  proper  sphere.  While  a  just,  prof>er,  and  watchful 
jealousy  of  executive  power  constantly  prevails,  as  it  ought  ever  to  pre- 
vail, yet  it  is  equally  true  that  an  efficient  Executive,  capable,  in  the 
language  of  the  oath  prescribed  to  the  President,  of  executing  the  laws 
and,  within  the  sphere  of  executive  action,  of  preserving,  protecting, 
and  defending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  an  indispensable 
M  F— VOL  VI— 32 


498 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


security  for  tranquillity  at  lioine  and  peace,  honor,  and  safety  a1>ix>ad. 
Governments  ha\^e  been  erected  in  raany  countries  upon  our  modeK 
If  one  or  many  of  them  have  thus  far  failed  in  fully  securinj^  to  their 
l>eoplc  the  teiefits  which  we  have  derived  from  our  system,  it  may  be 
confidently  asserted  that  their  misfortune  has  resulted  from  their  \%Xi* 
fortunate  failure  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  each  of  the  three  great 
departments  while  preserving  harmony  among  them  all. 

Having  at  an  early  period  accepted  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the 
Executive  office  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  interpreted  with  the  con- 
currence of  its  foimders,  I  ha\^e  found  no  suflicient  grounds  in  the  argu- 
ments now  opposed  to  that  construction  or  in  any  assumed  necessity  of 
the  times  for  changing  those  opinions.  For  these  reasons  I  return  the 
bill  to  the  Senate,  in  whicli  House  it  originated,  for  the  further  consid- 
eration of  Congress  whicli  the  Constitution  prescribes.  Insomuch  as  the 
several  parts  of  the  l)ill  which  I  have  not  considereil  are  matters  chiefly . 
of  detail  and  are  based  altogether  upon  the  theory  of  the  Constitution  - 
from  which  I  am  obliged  to  dissent,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  examitie  them  with  a  view  to  make  them  an  occasion  of  distinct  and 
special  objections. 

Experience,  I  think,  has  shown  that  it  is  the  easiest »  as  it  is  also  the 
most  attractive,  of  studies  to  frame  constitutions  for  the  self-government 
of  free  states  and  nations.  But  I  think  experience  has  equally  shon^ 
that  it  is  the  most  difficult  of  all  political  labors  to  preserv^e  and  maintain 
such  free  constitutions  of  self-goveniment  when  once  happily  establLshed, 
I  know  no  other  way  in  w^hich  they  can  be  preserved  and  maintained 
except  by  a  constant  adherence  to  them  through  the  various  vidssitudea 
of  national  existence,  with  such  adaptations  as  may  become  necessary, 
always  to  be  efiFected,  however,  through  the  agencies  and  in  the  fonns 
prescribed  in  the  original  constitutions  themselves.  I 

Whenever  administration  fails  or  seems  to  fail  in  secimug  any  of  the 
great  ends  for  which  republican  government  is  established,  the  proper 
course  seems  to  be  to  renew  the  original  spirit  and  forms  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  Afarch  2,  i66y. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives 

I  have  examined  the  hill ' '  to  pro\Hde  for  the  more  efficient  government 
of  the  rel^l  States"  with  the  care  and  anxiety  which  its  ir  lent 

imi^Kjrtance  is  calcidated  to  awaken.  I  am  unable  lo  give  i<  .  -ut, 
for  reasons  so  grave  that  I  hope  a  statement  of  them  may  have  sooie 
in"  ^n  the  minds  of  the  patriotic  and  enlightened  men  with  whom 

tlh  ^ti  must  ultimately  rest. 

The  bill  places  all  the  people  of  the  ten  States  theixrin  named  ttncler 
tlie  absolute  domination  of  military  rulers;  and  the  proamblc  undertakes 
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to  give  the  reason  upon  which  the  measure  is  based  and  the  js^ound 
iiix>n  which  it  is  justified.  It  declares  that  there  exists  in  those  States 
no  legal  govemnieiits  and  no  adequate  protection  for  life  or  property, 
and  asserts  the  necessity  of  enforcing  peace  and  good  order  within  their 
limits.     Is  this  true  as  matter  of  fact? 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  States  in  question  have  each  of  them  an  actual 
government,  with  all  the  powers — executive,  judicial,  and  legislative— 
which  properly  belong  to  a  free  state*  They  are  organized  like  the  otlier 
States  of  the  Union,  and,  like  them,  they  make,  administer,  and  execute 
the  laws  which  concern  their  domestic  affairs.  An  existing  de  fado  gov* 
ernment,  exercising  such  functions  as  these,  is  itself  the  law  of  the  state 
upon  all  matters  within  its  jurisdiction.  To  pronounce  the  supreme  law- 
making power  of  an  estabhshed  state  illegal  is  to  say  that  law^  itself  is 
unlawful. 

The  provisions  which  these  goveminents  have  made  for  the  preserv^a- 
tion  of  order,  the  suppression  of  crime,  and  the  redress  of  private  injuries 
are  in  substance  and  principle  the  same  as  tliose  which  prev^ail  in  the 
Northern  States  and  in  otlier  civihzed  countries.  They  certainly  have 
not  succeeded  in  preventing  the  commission  of  all  crime,  nor  has  this 
been  accomplished  anywhere  in  the  world.  There,  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
offenders  sometimes  escape  for  want  of  vigorous  prosecution,  and  occa- 
sionally,  perhaps,  by  the  inefficienc\"  of  courts  or  the  prejudice  of  jurors. 
It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  these  evils  have'l>een  much  increased  and 
aggravated,  North  and  South,  by  the  demoralizing  influences  of  civil 
war  and  by  the  rancorous  passions  which  tlie  contest  has  engendered. 
But  that  these  jieople  are  maintaining  local  governments  for  Uiemselves 
which  habitually  defeat  the  object  of  all  government  and  render  their 
owii  lives  and  property  insecure  is  in  itself  utterly  improlmble,  and  the 
averment  of  the  bill  to  that  effect  is  not  supjx^rted  l»y  any  evidence  wliich 
has  come  to  my  knowledge.  All  the  information  I  have  on  the  subject 
convinces  me  that  the  masses  of  the  Southern  people  and  those  who  oju- 
trol  their  pnl*lic  acts,  while  they  entertain  diverse  opinions  on  questions 
of  Federal  policy,  are  completely  united  in  the  effort  to  reorganize  their 
society  on  the  basis  of  peace  and  to  restore  their  mutual  prosperity  as 
rapidly  and  as  completely  as  their  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  111  11,  however,  would  seem  to  show  upon  its  face  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  peace  and  gof>d  order  is  not  its  real  oljject.    The  fifth  section 
declares  that  the  preceding  sections  shall  cease  to  operate  in  any  State 
where  certain  events  shall  have  happened.     These  events  are,  first,  the 
selection  of  delegates  to  a  State  convention  by  an  election  at  wdiich 
negroes  shall  be  allow^ed  to  vote;  second,  the  formation  of  a  State  co" 
stimtion  by  the  con\^ntion  so  chosen;   third,  the   insertion  intf 
State  constitution  of  a  provision  which  will  secure  the  right  of  v 
at  all  elections  to  negroes  and  to  such  white  men  as  may  not  !>e  di^ 
chised  for  rebellion  or  felony;  fourth,  the  submission  of  the  constitu 
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for  ratification  to  negroes  and  white  men  not  disfranchised,  and  its  ac- 
tual ratification  by  their  vote:  fifth,  the  snbtnis,sion  of  the  State  consti- 
tution to  Congress  for  examination  and  approval,  and  the  actual  approval 
of  it  by  that  body;  sixth,  the  adoption  of  a  certain  amendment  to  the 
Federal  Constitution  by  a  vote  of  the  legislature  elected  under  the  new 
constitution:  seventh,  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  by  a  sufficient 
number  of  other  States  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  All  these  conditions  must  be  fulfilled  before  the  people  of  any 
of  these  States  can  be  relieved  from  the  bondage  of  militar^^  domination; 
but  when  they  are  fulfilled,  then  immediately  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
the  bill  are  to  cease,  no  matter  whether  there  l>e  jieace  and  order  or  not> 
and  without  any  reference  to  the  security  of  life  or  property.  The 
excuse  given  for  the  bill  in  the  preamble  is  admitted  by  the  bill  itself 
not  to  lie  real.  The  militar>'^  rule  wliich  it  establishes  is  plainly  to  be 
used,  not  for  any  purpose  of  order  or  for  the  prevention  of  crime,  but 
solely  as  a  means  of  coercing  the  people  into  the  adoption  of  principles 
and  measures  to  which  it  is  known  that  they  are  opposed,  and  upon  which 
they  have  an  undeniable  right  to  exercise  their  own  judgment. 

I  submit  to  Congress  whether  this  measure  is  not  in  its  whole  charac- 
ter, scope,  and  object  without  precedent  and  without  authority,  in  palpa- 
ble conflict  with  the  plainest  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  utterly 
destructive  to  those  great  principles  of  liberty  and  humanity  for  which 
our  ancestors  on  toth  sides  of  the  Atlantic  have  shed  so  much  blood 
and  expended  so  nuich  treasure. 

The  ten  States  named  in  the  bill  are  divided  into  five  districts.  For 
each  district  an  officer  of  the  Anny,  not  Mow  the  rank  of  a  brigadier- 
general,  is  to  be  appointed  to  rule  over  the  people;  and  he  is  to  be  sup- 
ported with  an  efficient  military  force  to  enable  him  to  perform  his  duties 
and  enforce  his  authority.  Those  duties  and  that  authority,  as  defined 
by  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  are  *'to  protect  all  persons  in  their  rights 
of  person  and  property,  to  suppress  insurrection,  disorder,  and  violence, 
and  to  punish  or  cause  to  be  punished  all  disturbers  of  the  public  peace 
or  criminals."  The  power  thus  given  to  the  commanding  officer  over  all 
the  people  of  each  district  is  that  of  an  absolute  monarch.  His  mere  will 
is  to  take  the  place  of  all  law,  Tlie  law  of  the  States  is  now  the  only  rule 
applicable  to  the  subjects  placed  under  his  control,  and  that  is  completely 
displaced  by  the  clause  which  declares  all  interference  of  State  anthonty 
to  he  null  and  void.  He  alone  is  permitted  to  determine  what  are  rights 
of  person  or  property,  and  he  may  protect  them  in  such  way  as  in  his 
discretion  may  seem  proper.  It  places  at  his  free  disposal  all  the  lands 
and  goods  in  his  district,  and  he  may  distribute  them  without  let  or  hin- 
drance to  whom  he  pleases.  Being  bound  by  no  State  law,  and  there 
!>eing  no  other  law  to  regulate  the  subject,  he  may  make  a  criminal  code 
of  his  own;  and  he  can  make  it  as  bk)ody  as  an 3^  recorded  in  history, 
he  can  resen^e  the  privilege  of  acting  upon  the  impulse  of  his  private 
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passions  In  each  case  that  arises.  He  is  t_>otitid  by  no  mles  of  e\ndence; 
there  is,  indeed,  no  provision  by  which  he  is  autliorized  or  reqnired  lu  take 
any  evidence  at  alL  Ever>' thing  is  a  crime  which  he  chooses  to  call  so, 
and  all  persons  are  condenined  whom  he  prononnces  to  be  guilty.  He  is 
not  Ijound  to  keep  an^^  record  or  make  any  report  of  his  proceedings.  He 
may  arrest  his  victims  wherever  he  finds  them,  without  warrant,  accusa- 
tion, or  prcKif  of  probable  cause.  If  he  givt^s  them  a  trial  l>efore  he  inflicts 
the  punishment,  he  gives  it  of  his  grace  and  mercy,  not  becanse  he  is 
commanded  so  to  do. 

To  a  casnal  reader  of  the  bill  it  might  seem  that  some  kind  of  trial  w^as 
secured  by  it  to  persons  accused  of  crime,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  Tlie 
officer  *'may  allow  local  civil  tribunals  to  try  offenders,**  but  of  course 
this  does  not  require  that  he  shall  do  so.  If  any  State  or  Federal  court 
presumes  to  exercise  its  legal  jurisdiction  by  the  trial  of  a  malefactor 
without  his  special  permission,  he  can  break  it  up  and  punish  the  judges 
and  jurors  as  being  themselves  malefactors.  He  can  save  his  friends 
froui  justice,  and  despoil  his  enemies  contrar>^  to  justice. 

It  is  also  pro\nded  that '  *  he  shall  have  power  to  organize  militar>^  com- 
missions or  tribunals:'*  but  this  power  he  is  not  commanded  to  exercise. 
It  is  merely  permissive,  and  is  to  be  used  only  **  when  in  his  judgment  it 
may  be  necessary  for  the  trial  of  offenders."  Even  if  the  sentence  of  a 
commission  w*ere  made  a  prerequisite  to  the  punishment  of  a  party,  it 
would  be  scarcely  the  slightest  check  upon  the  officer,  who  lias  authority 
to  organize  it  as  he  pleases,  prescribe  its  mode  of  proceeding,  appoint  its 
members  from  his  own  subordinates,  and  revise  all  its  decisions.  Instead 
of  mitigating  the  harshness  of  his  single  rule,  such  a  tribunal  would  be 
used  much  more  probably  to  divide  the  responsibility  of  making  it  more 
cruel  and  unjust. 

Several  provisions  dictated  by  the  humanity  of  Congress  have  been 
inserted  in  the  bill,  apparently  to  restrain  the  power  of  the  commanding 
officer;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  they  are  of  no  avail  for  that  purpose. 
The  fourth  section  provides;  First.  That  trials  shall  not  be  unnecessarily 
delayed;  but  I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  power  is  given  to  punish 
without  trial;  and  if  so,  this  provision  is  practically  inoperative.  Second. 
Cruel  or  unusual  punishment  is  not  to  be  inflicted;  but  w^ho  is  to  decide 
what  is  cruel  and  what  is  unusual?  The  words  have  acquired  a  legal 
meaning  by  long  use  in  the  courts.  Can  it  be  expected  that  military 
officers  will  understand  or  follow  a  rule  expressed  in  language  so  purely 
technical  and  not  pertaining  in  the  least  degree  to  their  profession?  If 
not,  then  each  officer  may  define  cruelty  according  to  his  own  temi>er,  and 
if  it  is  not  usual  he  will  make  it  usual.  Corporal  punishment,  imprison- 
ment, the  gag,  the  ball  and  chain,  and  all  the  almost  insupportable  forms 
of  torture  invented  for  military  punishment  lie  within  the  range  of  choice. 
Third.  The  sentence  of  a  commission  is  not  to  be  executed  without  l>eing 
approved  by  the  coramauder,  if  it  affects  life  or  hberty,  and  a  sentence  of 
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death  must  be  approved  by  the  President,  This  appHes  to  cases  in  which 
there  has  been  a  trial  and  sentence.  I  take  it  to  be  clear;  under  this  bill, 
that  the  military'  comraander  may  condemn  to  death  without  even  the 
form  of  a  trial  by  a  militar>^  commission,  so  that  the  life  of  the  condemned 
may  depend  upon  the  will  of  two  men  instead  of  one. 

Tt  IS  plain  that  the  authority  here  given  to  the  military  officer  amounts 
to  absolute  despotism.  But  to  make  it  still  more  unendurable,  the  bill 
provides  that  it  may  he  delegated  to  as  many  subordinates  as  he  chooses 
to  ap|K:>!nt,  for  it  declares  that  lie  shall  **  punish  or  catise  to  be  punished/* 
Such  a  power  has  not  been  wielded  by  any  monarch  in  England  for  more 
than  five  hundred  years.  In  all  that  time  no  people  who  speak  the 
English  language  have  Ix^nie  such  senntude.  It  reduces  the  whole  pop- 
ulation of  the  ten  States — all  |Xfrsons,  of  every  color,  sex » and  condition, 
and  ever}^  stranger  within  their  hmits — to  the  most  abject  and  degrad- 
ing slavery.  No  master  ever  had  a  control  so  absohite  over  the  slaves 
as  this  bill  gives  to  the  military  officers  over  lx)th  white  and  coloc^ 
persons.  ^^| 

It  may  be  answered  to  this  that  the  officers  of  the  Army  are  too  mag- 
nanimous, just,  and  hn inane  to  oppress  and  trample  upon  a  subjugated 
people.  I  do  not  donbt  that  array  officers  are  as  well  entitled  to  this 
kind  of  confidence  as  any  other  class  of  men.  But  the  history  of  the 
world  has  been  written  in  vain  if  it  does  not  teach  us  that  nnrestrained 
authority  can  never  be  safely  trusted  in  human  hands.  It  is  almost  sure 
to  be  more  or  less  abused  under  any  circumstances,  and  it  has  always 
resulted  in  gross  tyranny  wliere  the  rulers  who  exercise  it  are  stran 
gers  to  their  subjects  and  come  among  them  as  the  representati\^^s  of  a 
distant  power,  and  more  especially  when  the  power  that  sends  them  is 
unfriendly.  Governments  closely  resembling  that  here  proposed  have 
been  fairly  tried  in  Hungary  and  Poland »  and  the  suffering  endtwed  by 
those  people  roused  the  sympathies  of  the  entire  world.  It  was  tried 
in  Ireland,  and,  though  tempered  at  first  by  principles  of  English  law, 
it  gave  birth  to  crnelties  so  atrocious  that  they  are  nev^er  recounted 
without  just  indignation.  The  French  Convention  aoned  its  deputies 
with  this  powder  and  sent  them  to  the  southern  departments  of  the* 
Republic.  The  massacres,  murders,  and  other  atrocities  which  they  com- 
mitted show  what  the  passions  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  most  ci\nlized 
society  ^\^ll  tempt  them  to  do  w^hen  wholly  unrestrained  by  law 

The  men  of  our  race  in  every  age  have  struggled  to  tie  up  the  hands 
of  their  governments  and  keep  them  within  the  law,  because  their  own 
experience  of  all  mankind  taught  them  that  rulers  could  not  be  relied  on 
to  concede  those  rights  whicli  the>^  were  not  legally  lx>und  to  respect 
The  head  of  a  great  empire  has  sometimes  governed  it  with  a  mild  and 
paternal  sway,  but  the  kindness  of  an  irresponsible  deputy  never  yields 
what  the  law  does  not  extort  from  him.  Between  fTtch  a  master  and  the 
people  subjected  to  his  domination  there  can  be  nothing  but  enmity* 
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he  punishes  them  if  they  resist  his  authority,  and  if  they  submit  to  it  he 
hates  them  for  their  sennHty. 

I  come  now  to  a  question  %vhieh  is,  if  |X)ssible,  still  more  iniportant. 
Ha%'e  we  the  power  to  establish  ami  carry  into  execution  a  measure  like 
tliis?  I  answer,  Certainly  tiot,  if  w^e  derive  our  autliority  from  the  Con- 
stitution and  if  we  are  bound  by  the  limitations  wdiich  it  imposes. 

This  prop<:isition  is  perfectly  clear,  that  no  branch  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment^— executive,  legislative,  or  judicial — can  have  any  just  powers 
except  those  which  it  derives  through  and  exercises  under  the  organic 
law"  of  the  Union.  Outside  of  the  Constitution  we  have  no  legal  author- 
ity more  than  private  citizens,  and  within  it  we  have  only  so  much  as 
that  instrument  gives  us.  This  broad  principle  limits  all  our  functions 
and  applies  to  all  subjects.  It  protects  not  only  the  citizens  of  States 
which  are  within  the  Union,  but  it  shields  every  human  being  who  comes 
or  is  brought  under  our  jurisdiction.  We  have  no  right  to  do  in  one 
place  more  than  in  another  that  which  the  Constitution  says  we  shall  not 
do  at  all.  If,  therefore,  the  Southern  States  were  in  truth  out  of  the 
Union,  we  could  not  treat  their  people  in  a  way  w^hich  the  fundamental 
law  forbids. 

Some  persons  assume  that  the  success  of  our  arms  in  crushing  the 
opposition  which  was  made  in  some  of  the  States  to  the  execution  of 
the  Federal  laws  reduced  those  States  and  all  their  tieople — the  innocent 
as  well  as  the  gnilty — to  the  condition  of  vassalage  and  gave  us  a  power 
over  them  which  the  Constitution  does  not  l)estow  or  define  or  limit. 
No  fallacy  can  be  more  transparent  than  this.  Our  victories  subjected 
the  insurgents  to  legal  ol>edience,  not  to  the  yoke  of  an  arbitrary  des- 
potism. When  an  absolute  sovereign  reduces  his  rebellious  subjects, 
he  may  deal  with  them  according  to  his  pleasure,  l)ecause  he  had  that 
power  before.  But  when  a  limited  monarch  puts  down  an  insnnection, 
he  must  still  govern  according  to  law\  If  an  insurrection  should  take 
place  in  one  of  our  States  against  the  authority  of  the  State  government 
and  end  in  the  overthrow  of  those  who  plaimed  it,  would  that  take  away 
the  rights  of  all  the  people  of  the  counties  where  it  was  favored  by  a 
part  or  a  majority  of  the  population?  Could  they  for  such  a  reason  be 
wholly  outlawed  and  deprived  of  their  representation  in  the  legislature? 
I  have  always  contended  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was 
sovereign  within  its  constitutional  sphere;  that  it  executed  its  laws,  like 
the  States  themselves,  by  applying  its  coercive  powder  directly  to  indi- 
viduals, and  that  it  could  put  down  insurrection  with  the  same  effect  as 
a  State  and  no  other.  The  opposite  doctrine  is  the  worst  heresy  of  those 
Vtiio  advocated  secession,  and  can  not  be  agreed  to  without  admitting 
that  heresy  to  be  right. 

Invasion,  insurrection,  reliellion,  and  domestic  violence  w^ere  antici- 
pated wdien  the  Government  was  framed,  and  the  means  of  re|xrlling  and 
suppressing  them  w^ere  wisely  provided  for  in  the  Constitution;   but  it 
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was  not  thought  necessary  to  declare  that  the  States   in  which  they 

might  occur  shonld  be  expelled  from  the  Union.  Rebellions,  which 
were  invariably  suppressed,  occurred  prior  to  that  out  of  which  these 
questions  grow;  but  the  States  continned  to  exist  and  the  Union  re- 
mained unbroken.  In  Massachusetts,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  in  New  York,  at  different  periods  in  our  histor>\  violent  and  armed 
opjX)sitiou  to  the  United  States  was  carried  on;  but  the  relations  of  those 
States  with  the  Federal  Government  were  not  supposed  to  be  iutermpted 
or  changed  thereby  after  the  rebellious  portions  of  their  population  were 
defeated  and  put  down.  It  is  true  that  in  these  earlier  cases  there  was 
no  formal  expression  of  a  determination  to  withdraw  from  the  Union, 
but  it  is  also  true  that  in  the  Southern  States  the  ordinances  of  secession 
were  treated  by  all  the  friends  of  the  Union  as  mere  nullities  and  are 
now  acknowledged  to  be  so  by  the  States  themselves.  If  we  admit  that 
they  had  any  force  or  validity  or  that  they  did  in  fact  take  the  States  iu 
which  they  were  passed  ont  of  the  Union,  we  sweep  from  under  our  feet 
all  the  grounds  upon  which  we  stand  in  justifying  tlie  use  of  Federal 
force  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Government. 

This  is  a  bill  passed  by  Congress  in  time  of  peace.  There  is  not  in 
any  one  of  the  States  brought  under  its  operation  either  war  or  insurrec- 
tion. The  laws  of  the  States  and  of  the  Federal  Government  are  all  in 
undisturbed  and  harmonious  operation.  The  courts,  State  and  Federal, 
are  open  and  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  proper  authority.  Over  every 
State  comprised  in  these  five  military  districts,  life,  liberty,  and  pro|>erty 
are  secured  by  State  laws  and  Federal  laws,  and  the  National  Constitution 
is  ever>^where  in  force  and  everywhere  obeyed.  What,  then,  is  the  ground 
on  which  this  bill  proceeds?  The  title  of  the  bill  announces  that  it  is 
intended  *'for  the  more  efficient  government''  of  these  ten  States.  It 
is  recited  by  w^ay  of  preamble  that  no  legal  State  governments  * '  nor  ade- 
quate protection  for  life  or  proj^erty  ' '  exist  in  those  States,  and  that  peace 
and  good  order  should  Ije  thus  enforced.  The  first  thing  which  arrests 
attention  upon  these  recitals,  which  prepare  the  way  for  martial  law,  is 
this,  that  the  only  foundation  upon  which  martial  law  can  exist  under 
our  fonn  of  government  is  not  stated  or  so  much  as  pretended.  Actual 
war,  foreign  invasion,  domestic  insurrection^ — none  of  these  appear;  and 
none  of  these,  in  fact,  exist.  It  is  not  even  recited  that  any  sort  of  war 
or  insurrection  is  threatened.  Let  us  pause  here  to  consider,  upon  this 
question  of  constitutional  law^  and  the  power  of  Congress,  a  recent  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  ex  park  Milligan. 

I  %vill  first  quote  from  the  opinion  of  the  majorit}"  of  the  court: 

Martial  law  can  not  arise  from  a  threatened  invasion.  The  necessity  must  be  actual 
and  present,  the  invasion  real,  such  as  effectually  closes  the  courts  and  deposes  the 
civil  aci ministration. 

We  see  that  martial  law  comes  iu  only  when  actual  war  closes  the  courts 
and  deposes  the  civil  authority;  but  this  bill,  in  time  of  peace »  makes 


Andreiv  Johnson 


505 


martial  law  operate  as  though  we  were  in  actual  war,  and  becomes  the  fause 
instead  of  the  conscquetue  of  the  abrogation  of  civil  authority.  Cue  more 
quotation: 

It  follows  from  wbat  hf*s  been  said  on  this  suliject  that  there  are  occasions  when 
martial  law  can  l>e  properly  applied.  If  in  foreign  invasion  or  civil  war  the  courts 
are  actually  closed,  and  it  is  impossible  to  administer  criminal  justice  according  to  law, 
then^ow  the  theater  of  active  militarj^  ofjerations,  where  war  really  prevails,  there  is 
a  necessity  to  furnish  a  substitute  for  the  civil  authority  thus  overthrown,  to  preserve 
tlie  safety  of  the  army  and  society;  and  as  no  power  is  left  but  the  military,  it  is 
allowefl  to  govern  by  martial  rule  until  the  laws  can  have  their  free  course. 

I  now  quote  from  the  opinion  of  the  minority  of  the  court,  delivered 
by  Chief  Justice  Chase: 

We  by  no  means  assert  that  Congress  can  estal>lish  and  apply  the  laws  of  war 
where  no  war  has  been  declared  or  exists*  Where  peace  exists,  the  laws  of  peace 
must  prevaiL 

This  is  sufficiently  explicit.  Peace  exists  in  all  the  territory  to  which 
this  bill  applies.  It  asserts  a  power  in  Congress,  in  time  of  peace,  to  set 
aside  the  laws  of  peace  and  to  substitute  the  laws  of  war.  The  minority , 
concurring  with  the  majority,  declares  that  Congress  does  not  possess 
that  power.  Again,  and,  if  possible,  more  emphatically,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, with  remarkable  clearness  and  condensation,  sums  up  the  whole 
matter  as  follows: 

There  arc  under  the  Constitution  three  kinds  of  military  jurisdiction— one  to  be 
exercised  both  in  peace  and  war;  another  to  be  exercised  in  time  of  foreign  war  with* 
out  the  Ixjundaries  of  the  United  States,  or  in  time  of  rebellion  and  civil  war  within 
States  or  districts  occupied  by  rebels  treated  as  belligerents;  and  a  third  to  be  exer- 
cised in  time  of  invasion  or  insurrection  within  the  limits  of  the  Unites!  States^  or 
during  rebellion  within  the  limits  of  the  States  maintaining  adhesion  to  the  National 
Ck»vernment,  when  the  public  danger  requires  its  exercise.  The  first  of  these  may 
be  called  jnrisdictioTi  under  military  law,  and  is  found  in  acLs  of  Congress  prescrib- 
ing rules  and  articles  of  war  or  otlierwise  prodding  for  the  government  of  the  na- 
tional forces;  tlie  second  may  be  distinguished  as  military  governmcntt  supersetling 
as  far  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  the  local  law.  and  exercised  by  the  military  com- 
mander under  the  direction  of  the  President,  with  tlie  express  or  implied  sanction  of 
Congress;  while  the  third  may  Ijc  denominated  martial  law  proper, and  is  called  into 
action  by  Congress,  or  temporarily,  when  the  action  of  Congress  can  not  be  invited, 
and  in  the  case  of  justifying  or  excusing  peril,  by  the  President,  in  times  of  insurrec- 
tion or  invasion  or  of  civil  or  foreign  war,  within  districts  or  localities  wdiere  ordinary 
law  no  longer  adequately  secures  public  safety  and  private  rights. 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  the  three  kinds  of  military  jurisdiction  which 
can  be  exercised  or  created  under  our  Constitution  there  is  but  one  that 
can  prevail  in  time  of  peace,  and  that  is  the  code  of  laws  enacted  by  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  national  forces.  That  body  of  military 
law  has  no  apphcation  to  the  citizen,  nor  even  to  the  citi2en  soldier  enrolled 
in  the  militia  in  time  of  peace.  But  this  bill  is  not  a  part  of  that  sort  of 
military  law,  for  that  applies  only  to  the  soldier  and  not  to  the  citizen, 
whilst,  contrariwise,  the  mihtary  law  pro\dded  by  this  bill  applies  only  to 
the  citizen  and  not  to  the  soldier. 
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T  need  not  say  to  the  representatives  of  the  American  people  that  their 
Constitution  forbids  the  exercise  of  judicial  power  in  any  way  but  one — 
that  is,  by  the  ordained  and  established  courts.  It  is  equally  well  known 
thai  in  all  criminal  cases  a  trial  by  jnr>'  is  made  indispensable  by  the 
express  words  of  that  instrument.  I  will  not  enlarge  on  the  inestimable 
value  of  the  right  thus  secured  to  every  freeman  or  speak  of  the  danger  to 
public  lil>erty  in  all  parts  of  the  country  which  must  ensue  from  a  denial 
of  it  anywhere  or  upon  any  pretense.  A  ver3'  recent  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  has  traced  the  liistory,  vindicated  the  dignity,  and  made 
known  the  value  of  this  great  privilege  so  clearly  that  nothing  more  is 
needed.  To  what  extent  a  violation  of  it  might  be  excused  in  time  of 
w^ar  or  public  danger  may  admit  of  discussion ,  but  we  are  providing  now 
for  a  time  of  profound  peace,  w^hen  there  is  not  an  anned  soldier  within 
our  borders  except  those  wdio  arc  in  the  service  of  the  Government. 
It  is  in  such  a  condition  of  things  that  an  act  of  Congress  is  proj 
wdiich,  if  carried  out,  would  deny  a  trial  by  the  lawful  courts  and  juries  to' 
9,000,000  American  citizens  and  to  their  posterity  for  an  indefinite  pe- 
riod. It  seems  to  be  scarcely  possible  that  anyone  should  seriously  believe 
this  consistent  with  a  Constitution  which  declares  in  simple,  plain,  and 
unambiguous  language  that  all  persons  shall  have  that  right  and  that  no 
person  shall  ever  in  any  case  be  deprived  of  it.  The  Constitution  also 
forbids  the  arrest  of  the  citizen  without  judicial  w^arraut,  founded  on  prob- 
able cause.  This  bill  authorizes  an  arrest  without  warrant,  at  the  pleasure 
of  a  military  commander.  The  Constitution  declares  that  *'no  person 
shall  l>e  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime  unless 
on  presentment  by  a  grand  jury/'  This  bill  holds  e\^ry  person  not  a 
soldier  answerable  for  all  crimes  and  all  charges  without  any  presentment. 
The  Constitution  declares  that  **no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  lib- 
erty, or  property  without  due  process  of  law\''  This  bill  sets  aside  all 
process  of  law%  and  makes  the  citizen  answerable  in  his  person  and  prop- 
erty  to  the  will  of  one  man,  and  as  to  his  life  to  the  will  of  two.  Finally, 
tlie  Constitution  declares  that  **the  pri\^lege  of  the  w^rit  of  habeas  corpus 
shall  not  be  suspended  unless  wdien,  in  case  of  reljellion  or  iin^asion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it ; '  *  wiaereas  this  bill  declares  martial  law  (which 
of  itself  suspends  this  great  writ)  in  time  of  peace,  and  authorizes  the 
military  to  make  the  arrest,  and  gi\^s  to  the  prisoner  only  one  privilege, 
and  that  is  a  trial  * '  without  unnecessary  delay. '  *  He  has  no  hope  of 
release  from  custody,  except  the  hope,  such  as  it  is,  of  release  by  acquit- 
tal before  a  military  commission. 

The  United  States  are  bound  to  guarantee  to  each  State  a  republican 
form  of  government.  Can  it  be  pretended  that  this  obhgation  is  not  pal* 
pably  broken  if  we  carry  out  a  measure  like  this,  which  wij^es  away  every 
vestige  of  republican  government  in  ten  States  and  puts  the  life,  property, 
liberty,  and  honor  of  all  the  people  in  each  of  them  under  the  domination 
of  a  single  person  clothed  with  unlimited  authority  ? 
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The  Parliament  of  England,  exerci.siii^'  the  omnipotent  power  which 
it  chiitned,  was  accitstomed  to  pass  bills  of  attainder;  that  is  to  say,  it 
wonld  convict  men  of  treason  and  other  crimes  by  legislative  enacttuent. 
The  |KTS(3n  accused  had  a  hearing,  sometimes  a  patient  and  fair  out:,  but 
generalh'  party  prejudice  prevailed  instead  of  justice.  It  often  lj>ecame 
necessary  for  Parliament  to  acknowledge  its  error  and  rev^erse  its  own 
action.  The  fathers  of  our  country  determined  that  no  such  thing  should 
occur  here.  They  withheld  the  power  from  Congress,  and  thus  forbade 
its  exercise  by  that  Ixxly,  and  they  provided  in  the  Constitution  that  no 
State  should  pass  any  bill  of  attainder.  It  is  therefore  intpossible  for 
any  person  in  this  country  to  be  constitutionally  convHcted  or  punished  for 
any  crime  by  a  legislative  proceeding  of  any  sort.  Nevertheless,  here  is 
a  bill  of  attainder  against  9,000,000  people  at  once.  It  is  Ijased  upon  an 
accusation  s*:»  vague  as  to  be  scarcely  intelligible  and  found  to  be  true 
uixjn  no  credible  evidence.  Not  one  of  the  9,000,000  was  heard  in  his 
own  defense.  The  representatives  of  the  doomed  parties  were  excluded 
from  all  participation  in  the  trial.  The  conviction  is  to  be  followed  by 
the  most  ignominious  punishment  ever  inflicted  on  large  masses  of  men. 
It  disfranchises  them  by  hundreds  of  thousands  and  degrades  them  all, 
even  tlio»>e  who  are  admitted  to  be  guiltless,  from  the  rank  of  freemen  to 
the  condition  of  slaves. 

The  ]nirpose  and  object  of  the  bill — the  general  intent  whicli  pervades 
it  from  beginning  to  end — is  to  change  the  entire  structure  and  character 
of  the  State  governments  and  to  compel  them  by  force  to  the  adoption  of 
organic  laws  and  regulations  which  they  are  unwillitig  to  accept  if  left 
to  themselves.  The  negroes  ha\'e  not  asked  for  the  privilege  of  votmg; 
the  vast  majority  of  them  have  no  idea  what  it  means.  This  bill  not  only 
thrusts  it  into  their  hands,  but  compels  them,  as  w^ell  as  the  whites,  to  use 
it  in  a  particular  way.  If  they  do  not  form  a  constitution  with  prescril>ed 
articles  in  it  and  afterw^ards  elect  a  legislature  which  will  act  upon  certain 
measures  in  a  prescril>ed  way,  neither  blacks  nor  whites  can  be  relieved 
from  the  slavery  which  the  bill  inijx>ses  upon  them.  Without  paus- 
ing here  to  consider  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  Africanizing  the  southern 
part  of  onr  territory,  I  would  simply  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
that  manifest,  well -known,  and  universally  acknowledged  rule  of  consti- 
tutional law  which  declares  that  the  Federal  Government  has  no  juris- 
diction, authority,  or  power  to  regulate  such  subjects  for  any  State.  To 
force  the  right  of  suffrage  out  of  the  hands  of  the  white  people  and  into 
the  hands  of  the  negroes  is  an  arbitrary  violation  of  this  principle. 

This  bill  imposes  martial  law  at  once,  and  its  operations  will  begin  so 
soon  as  the  general  and  his  tr<3ops  can  be  put  in  place.  The  dread  alterna- 
tive between  its  harsh  rule  and  compliance  with  the  terms  of  this  measure 
is  not  suspended,  nor  are  the  people  afforded  any  time  for  free  delil>eration. 
The  bill  says  to  them,  take  martial  law  first,  then  delil)erate.  And  w^hen 
they  have  done  all  that  this  measure  requires  them  to  do  other  conditions 
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The  bill  also  denies  tbe  k^alttr  of  the  gcw  timwjiu  of  ten  of  the  States  [ 
which  paxtidpaled  in  the  ratificatkxi  of  tfie  amendment  to  the  Federatl 
ConsdttitioQ  abolishing  slavery  forever  within  the  jmisdictioo  of  the] 
Dniled  States  and  practicaUr  excindes  Iheni  Crora  the  Union.     If  thisi 
aflsantpcioQ  of  the  bill  be  cofrect,  thra-  ooocnricnoe  can  not  be  eoosidefed 
as  baring  been  legally  gii-en,  and  the  important  £act  is  nade  to  appear 
that  the  consent  of  three-foorths  of  the  States — the  leqnisite  nnmbar — 
has  not  been  constitutionally  obtained  to  the  ratification  of  that  amend- 
ment, thus  )ea\'ing  the  question  of  slaveiy  where  it  stood  before  the 
amendment  was  officially  declared  to  have  beoome  a  part  of  the  Const!- 
tution. 

That  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill  does  violate  the  Constitution 
in  the  particulars  mentioned  and  in  many  other  wa>^  which  I  forbear  j 
to  enimierate  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  the  least  doubt.  It  only  remains  to 
consider  whether  the  injunctions  of  that  instrument  ought  to  be  obeyed 
or  not«  I  think  they  ought  to  be  obe^^ed,  for  reasons  which  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  gire  as  briefly  as  possible. 

In  the  first  place»  it  is  the  only  system  of  free  government  which  we 
can  hope  to  have  as  a  nation.  When  it  ceases  to  be  the  rule  of  our  con- 
duct, we  may  perhaps  take  our  choice  between  complete  anarchy,  a  consoli- 
dated fiespotisra,  and  a  total  dissolution  of  the  Union;  but  national  liberty 
regulated  by  law  will  have  passed  beyond  our  reach. 

It  If*  the  Jiest  frame  of  government  the  world  ever  saw.     No  other  is 
or  can  f*e  »o  well  adapted  to  the  genius,  habits,  or  wants  of  the  American 
■  people*     Combining  the  strength  of  a  great  empire  with  tinspeakable 

H  blesKiings  of  local  self-government,  having  a  central  power  to  defend  the 

H  general  interests,  and  recognizing  the  authority  of  the  States  as  the  gnard- 

H  ians  of  industrial  rights,  it  is  *  *  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  safet>^  abroad 

H  and  our  peace  at  home.  *  *     It  was  ordained  ' '  to  form  a  more  perfect 

H  union,  establ].sh  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  promote  the  gen- 

H  eral  welfare,  pnn'idt*  for  the  coramon  defense,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 

H  lilicrty  to  ourselves  and  to  our  posterity."     These  great  ends  have  been 

H  attained  hert-lofore,  and  will  be  again  by  faithful  obedience  to  it;  but 

H  tlicy  are  certain  to  Ixr  lost  if  we  treat  with  disregard  its  sacred  obligations. 

H  It  was  to  punish  the  gross  criuit:  of  defying  the  Constitution  and  to 

H  vindicate  its  suprciiK-  sinthcjrily  that  we  carried  on  a  bloody  war  of  fotir 

H         veiirji'  duratiuu.     Shall  we  now  acknowledge  that  we  sacrificed  a  million 
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of  lives  and  expended  billions  of  treasure  to  enforce  a  Constitution  which 
is  not  worthy  of  respect  and  preser\'ation  ? 

Those  who  advocated  the  right  of  secession  alleged  in  their  own  justi- 
fication that  we  had  no  regard  for  law  and  that  llieir  rights  of  properly, 
life,  and  liberty  would  not  be  safe  tinder  the  Constitution  as  administered 
by  us.  If  we  now  verify  their  assertion,  we  prove  that  they  were  in 
truth  and  in  fact  fighting  for  their  lilxrrty,  and  instead  of  branding  their 
leaders  with  the  dishonoring  name  of  traitors  against  a  righteous  and 
legal  government  we  elevate  them  in  history  to  the  rank  of  self-sacrifi- 
cing patriots,  consecrate  them  to  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  place 
them  by  the  side  of  Washington,  Hampden,  and  Sidney.  No;  let  us 
Iea\'e  them  to  the  infamy  they  desen'e,  punish  thetn  as  they  should  be 
punished,  according  to  law,  and  take  upon  ourselves  no  share  of  the  odium 
which  they  should  bear  alone. 

It  is  a  part  of  our  public  histor^^  which  can  never  be  forgotten  that 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  July,  1861,  declared  in  the  form  of  a  solemn 
resolution  that  the  war  was  aud  should  be  carried  on  for  no  purf)ose  of 
subjugation,  but  solely  to  enforce  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  that 
when  this  was  yielded  by  the  parties  in  rebellion  the  contest  should  cease, 
with  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  States  and  of  individuals  unimpaired. 
This  resolution  was  adopted  and  sent  forth  to  the  world  unanimously  by 
the  Senate  and  with  only  two  dissenting  voices  tu  the  House.  It  was 
accepted  by  the  friends  of  the  Union  in  the  South  as  well  as  in  the  North 
as  expressing  honestly  and  tmly  the  object  of  tlie  war.  On  the  faith  of 
it  many  thousands  of  persons  in  both  sections  gave  their  lives  and  their 
fortunes  to  the  cause.  To  repudiate  it  now  by  refusing  to  the  States  and 
to  the  individuals  within  them  the  rights  which  the  Constitution  antl  laws 
of  the  Union  would  secure  to  them  is  a  breach  of  our  plighted  honor  for 
which  I  can  imagine  no  excuse  and  to  which  I  can  not  voluntarily  become 
a  patty. 

The  evils  which  spring  from  the  unsettled  state  o£  our  Government  will 
be  acknowledged  by  all.  Commercial  intercotirse  is  impeded,  capital  is 
in  constant  peril,  public  securities  fluctuate  in  value,  peace  itself  is  not 
secure,  aud  the  sense  of  moral  and  political  duty  is  impaired.  To  avert 
these  calamities  from  our  country  it  is  imperatively  required  that  we 
should  immediately  decide  upon  some  cotirse  of  administration  which  can 
be  steadfastly  adhered  to.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  any  settle- 
ment or  compromise  or  plan  of  action  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution  will  not  only  be  unavailing,  but  mischievous;  that 
it  will  but  multiply  the  present  evils,  instead  of  removing  them.  The 
Constitution,  in  its  whole  integrity  and  vigor,  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  is  the  Ix^st  of  all  compromises.  Besides,  our  duty  does 
not.  in  my  judgment,  leave  us  a  choice  Ijetween  that  and  any  other.  I 
beheve  that  it  contaitis  the  remedy  that  is  so  much  needed,  and  that  ifthe 
coordinate  branches  of  the  Government  would  unite  upon  its  provisioi 
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they  would  be  found  broad  enough  and  strong  enough  to  sustain  in 
time  of  peace  the  nation  which  they  Ixire  safely  through  the  ordeal  of 
a  protracted  d\'il  w^ar.  Among  the  most  sacred  guaranties  of  that  in- 
strument are  those  which  declare  that  ' '  each  State  shall  have  at  least 
one  Representative,'*  and  that  **no  State,  without  its  consent,  ^;ill  be 
deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  iu  the  Senate, '  *  Each  House  is  made  the 
**  judge  of  the  electious,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  niemlx^rsi,  *  * 
and  may,  '  *  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  nianber. ' '  Thus, 
as  heretofore  urged,  '*in  the  admission  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
from  any  and  all  of  the  States  there  can  be  no  just  ground  of  apprelieu- 
sion  that  persons  who  are  dislo>-al  will  be  clothed  with  the  ]x>w*ers  of 
legislation,  for  this  could  not  happen  when  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
are  enforced  by  a  vigilant  and  faithful  Congress* '  *  *  *  When  a  Senator 
or  Representative  presents  his  certificate  of  election,  he  may  at  once  be 
admitted  or  rejected;  or,  should  there  l)e  any  question  as  to  his  digibility, 
his  credentials  may  be  referred  for  investigation  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee. If  admitted  to  a  seat,  it  must  be  upon  evidence  satisfactory  to 
tlie  House  of  which  he  thus  l>ecomes  a  memljer  that  he  possesses  the 
requisite  constitutional  and  legal  qualifications.  If  refused  admission  as 
a  member  for  want  of  due  allegiance  to  the  Government,  and  rettimed 
to  his  constituents,  they  are  admonished  that  none  but  persons  loyal  to 
the  United  States  will  be  allow^ed  a  voice  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the 
nation,  and  the  political  power  and  moral  influence  of  Congress  are  thus 
effectively  exerted  in  the  interests  of  loyalty  to  the  Government  and 
fidelity  to  the  Union. '  *  And  is  it  not  far  l>etter  that  the  work  of  restora- 
tion should  be  accomplished  by  simple  compliance  with  the  plain  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution  than  by  a  recourse  to  measures  which  in  effect 
destroy  the  States  and  threaten  the  sub\'ersion  of  the  General  Govern* 
ment?  All  that  is  necessary  to  settle  this  simple  but  important  question 
without  further  agitation  or  delay  is  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  all  to 
sustain  the  Constitution  and  carry  its  pro\asions  into  practical  ojieratidu* 
If  to-morrow  either  branch  of  Congress  would  declare  that  upon  the 
presentation  of  their  credentials  members  constitutionally  elected  and 
loyal  to  the  General  Ck)vernment  would  be  admitted  to  seats  in  Congress, 
while  all  others  would  be  excluded  and  their  places  remain  vacant  until  the 
selection  by  the  people  of  loyal  and  qualified  persons,  and  if  at  the  same 
time  assurance  w^ere  given  tliat  this  policy  would  be  continued  until 
all  the  States  were  represented  in  Congress,  it  would  send  a  thrill  of  jay 
throughout  the  ejitire  land,  as  indicating  the  iaauguration  of  a  system 
wiiich  must  speedily  bring  tranquillity  to  the  pubhc  mind. 
I  While  we  are  legislating  upon  subjects  which  are  of  great  importance 
to  the  whole  people,  and  wiiich  must  affect  all  parts  of  the  countr>\  not 
only  during  tlie  life  of  the  jiresent  generation,  Init  for  ages  to  eome«  we 
should  remember  that  all  men  are  entitled  at  least  to  a  hearing  in  the 
councils  which  decide  upon  the  detsliny  of  theun^^lvcs  and  tbeir  clriMrtfL, 
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At  present  ten  States  are  denied  representation,  and  when  the  Fortieth 
Cooj^ress  assembles  on  the  4th  day  of  the  present  montli  sixteen  States 
will  Ixf  without  a  voice  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  grave 
fact,  with  the  important  questions  before  us,  should  induce  us  to  pause  in 
a  course  of  legislation  which,  looking  solely  to  the  attaimnent  of  political 
ends,  fails  to  ccmsider  tlie  rights  it  transgresses,  the  law  which  it  violates, 
or  the  institutions  which  it  imperils.  ANDREW  JOHNSON 


PROCLAMATIONa 

Andrew  Johnson,  Prksident  op  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  ail  zi^hom  it  may  concern: 

Whereas  exequaturs  were  heretofore  isvsued  to  the  following-nained 
persons  at  the  dates  ineutioned  and  for  the  places  specified,  recognizing 
them  as  consular  officers,  respectively,  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  of  the 
Electorate  of  Hesse,  of  the  Duchy  of  Nassau,  and  of  the  city  of  Frank- 
fort, and  declaring  them  free  to  exercise  and  enjoy  functions,  powers^ 
and  privileges  under  the  said  exequaturs,  viz: 

FOR  THE  KINCnOM  OF   HANOVER. 

Julius  Fre<krich,  consul  at  Galvestoti,  Tex..  July  28,  1848. 
Otto  Franks  consul  at  San  l^VandiiCo,  Cal.,  July  9,  1850, 
Au^ubliis  ReichartI,  consul  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  January  22,  1853. 
KaufTnianu  H.  Mitller,  consul  at  Savainiah,  (Ta.,  June  28,  1854. 
Ct.  C.  Itaurtneister,  consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  21,  1856. 
Adolph  (ioslin>^,  consul -fj:enera1  at  New  York,  Noveiiil>er  7,  1859. 
G.  W',  Heniiing^s,  vice-consul  at  Nevv  York,  July  2,  t86o, 
George  Papcurlick,  coufsul  at  Boston,  November  3,  1H63. 
Francis  A,  HofFmann»  consul  at  Chicaj^o,  July  26,  1S64. 
Carl  C.  Schfittler,  consul  at  Plnladel])hia,  Pa.,  September  23,  1864. 
A.  Rettlierg,  consul  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  27,  1864. 
A.  C.  Wihnaus.  consul  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.»  October  7,  1S64. 
Adolph  Meier,  consul  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Octolier  7.  1864, 
Theodor  Schwartz,  consul  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  October  12,  1864. 
Carl  F.  Adae,  couiiul  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Octol>er  20,  1864. 
Werner  Dresel,  consul  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  July  25,  1866. 

FOR  THK  KLECTORATK  OF  llESSfi. 

Tlieodor  Wa^er,  consul  at  Galveston,  Tex,,  March  7,  1857. 

Clamor  Friedricli  Hagedorn,  consul  at  F^hiladelphia,  February'  14,  1862. 

Wenier  I>esel»  consul  at  Baltimore,  Mil.,  September  26,  1864. 

Friedricli  Kuhue,  consul  at  New  York,  September  30,  1864. 

Richard  Thiele,  consul  at  New  Orleans,  La,,  October  iS,  1S64. 

Carl  Aflae^  consul  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October  20,  1864, 

Rot>ert  Barth,  consul  at  St.  Louis,  Mo*,  April  it,  1865, 

C.  F.  Mebius,  consul  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.»  May  3, 1865. 
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FOR  THE  DUCHY  OF  NASSAU. 

Wilhelm  A.  Kobbc,  consul-general  for  the  United  States  at  New  Yorit,  November 
19, 1846. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  Freudeutbal,  consul  for  Louisiana  at  New  Orleans,  Janutiry  22» 
1852. 

Pranx  Moureau,  consul  for  the  western  half  of  Texas  at  New  Brauiifels,  April  6, 

1857^ 
Carl  C,  Finlder,  consul  for  California  at  San  Francisco,  May  21,  1864* 
Ludwig  von  Bautobach,  consul  for  Wisconsin,  September  27,  i864» 
Otto  Cuntz,  consul  for  Massachusetts  at  Boston,  October  7,  1S64. 
Friedrich  Kuhne,  consul  at  New  York,  September  30,  1864. 
Carl  F.  Adae,  consul  for  the  State  of  Ohio,  October  20,  1864* 
Robert  Barth,  consul  for  Missouri.  April  18, 1865. 

FOR  THB  CITY  OF  FRANKFORT. 

John  H.  Harjes,  consul  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.»  September  27, 1864. 
F»  A*  Reuss,  consul  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  30,  1864. 
A,  C.  Wilnianns,  consul  for  Wisconsin  at  Milwaukee,  October  7, 1864. 
Francis  A.  Hoffmann,  consul  for  Chicago,  IlL,  October  t2,  1S64. 
Carl  F.  Adae,  consul  for  Ohio  and  Indiana,  October  20,  1864. 
Jacob  Julius  de  Neufville,  consul  in  New  York,  July  3,  1S66. 

And  whereas  the  said  countries,  tiatnely.  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover, 
the  Electorate  of  Hesse,  the  Duchy  of  Nassau,  and  the  city  of  Frauk- 
fort,  have,  in  consequence  of  the  late  war  between  Prussia  and  Austria, 
been  united  to  the  C^ow^l  of  Prussia;  and 

Whereas  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  has  requested  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  that  the  aforesaid  exequaturs  may,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  before-recited  premises,  be  revoked: 

Now,  therefore,  these  presents  do  declare  that  the  above-named  consu-  , 
lar  officers  are  no  longer  recognized,  and  that  the  exequaturs  heretofore 
granted  to  them  are  hereby  declared  to  be  absolutely  null  and  void  from 
this  day  forward. 

In  testimony  wdiereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  hereimto 
affixed. 
[seal.]  Given  under  ray  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  19th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  ninety- first, 

_  By  the  President:  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

William  H.  Seward,  Secrftafy  of  State, 


[ndrkw*  Johnson.  Prksident  of  thh  Ukited  States  op  Amkrica. 
To  all  u^hom  it  may  concern: 

An  exequatur,  bearing  dale  the  22d  day  of  March,  i866»  having  been 
issued  to  Cerhard  Janssen.  recognizing  him  as  consul  of  Oldenburg  for 
Ne^'  York  and  declarin}^  liim  free  to  exerd$e  ajid  myy^  t^ucfa  ftuictioii&i 
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powers,  and  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  consuls  by  the  law  of  nations  or 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  existing  treaty  stipulations  between 
the  Government  of  Oldenburg  and  the  United  States,  and  the  said  Jans- 
sen  having  refused  to  appear  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  New 
York  to  answer  in  a  suit  there  pending  against  himself  and  others  on  the 
plea  that  he  is  a  consular  officer  of  Oldenburg,  thus  seeking  to  use  his 
official  position  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that 
the  said  Gerhard  Janssen  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  said  functions,  powers,  and  privileges. 

These  are  therefore  to  declare  that  I  no  longer  recognize  the  said 
Gerhard  Janssen  as  consul  of  Oldenburg  for  New  York  and  will  not  per- 
mit him  to  exercise  or  enjoy  any  of  the  functions,  powers,  or  privileges 
allowed  to  consuls  of  that  nation;  and  that  I  do  hereby  wholly  revoke 
and  annul  the  said  exequatur  heretofore  given  and  do  declare  the  same 
to  be  absolutely  null  and  void  from  this  day  forward. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent 

and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  hereunto 

affixed. 
[sEAi,.]         Given   under  my  hand  at  Washington,  this  26th   day  of 

December,  A.  D.  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America  the  ninety-first. 
By  the  President:  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

W11.UAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  satisfactory  evidence  has  been  received  by  me  from  His 
Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  France,  through  the  Marquis  de  Mon- 
tholon,  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  that  vessels 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  entering  any  port  of  France 
or  of  its  dependencies  on  or  after  the  ist  day  of  January,  1867,  will  not 
be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  higher  duties  on  tonnage  than  are  levied 
upon  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  France  entering  the  said  ports: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  7th  day  of  January,  1824,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  dis- 
criminating duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,*'  and  by  an  act  in  addition 
thereto  of  the  24th  day  of  May,  1828,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim 
that  on  and  after  the  said  ist  day  of  January,  1867,  so  long  as  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  French  ports  on  the  terms  afore- 
said, French  vessels  entering  ports  of  the  United  States  will  be  subject 
to  no  higher  rates  of  duty  on  tonnage  than  are  levied  upon  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ports  thereof. 
M  P— vox,  VI— 33 
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In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
|-  n         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  28th  day  of  December, 

A.  D.  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninety-first.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  op  America, 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas,  in  \artue  of  the  power  conferred  by  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  June  22,  i860,  sections  15  and  24  of  which  act  were  designed 
by  proper  provisions  to  secure  the  strict  neutrality  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  residing  in  or  visiting  the  Empires  of  China  and  Japan, 
a  notification  was  issued  on  the  4th  of  August  last  by  the  legation  of  the 
United  States  in  Japan,  through  the  consulates  of  the  open  ports  of  that 
Empire,  requesting  American  shipmasters  not  to  approach  the  coasts  of 
Suwo  and  Nagato  pending  the  then  contemplated  hostilities  between  the 
Tycoon  of  Japan  and  the  Daimio  of  the  said  Provinces;  and 

Whereas  authentic  information  ha\dng  been  received  by  the  said  lega- 
tion that  such  hostilities  had  actually  commenced,  a  regulation  in  further- 
ance of  the  aforesaid  notification  and  pursuant  to  the  act  referred  to  was 
issued  by  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan  forbidding 
American  merchant  vessels  from  stopping  or  anchoring  at  any  port  or 
roadstead  in  that  country  except  the  three  opened  ports,  viz,  Kanagawa 
(Yokohama),  Nagasaki,  and  Hakodate,  unless  in  distress  or  forced  by 
stress  of  weather,  as  provided  by  treaty,  and  giving  notice  that  masters 
of  vessels  committing  a  breach  of  the  regulation  would  thereby  render 
\  themselves  liable  to  prosecution  and  punishment  and  also  to  forfeiture 

of  the  protection  of  the  United  States  if  the  visit  to  such  nonopened  port 
'  or  roadstead  should  either  involve  a  breach  of  treaty  or  be  construed  as 

^  an  act  in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebellion: 

■i  Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 

f  United  States  of  America,  with  a  view  to  prevent  acts  which  might  injuri- 

■  ously  affect  the  relations  existing  between  the  Government  of  the  United 

States  and  that  of  Japan,  do  hereby  call  public  attention  to  the  aforesaid 

notification  and  regulation,  which  are  hereby  sanctioned  and  confirmed. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 

seal  of  the  United  States  to  l)e  affixed. 

.;  fsEAL  1         ^<^"^  ^t  the  city  of  Washington,  this  12th  day  of  January, 

I  A.  D.  1867,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 

■'■  ^    ,^     ninety-first.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

W11.UAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


Andrtiv  Johnsan 


By  thk  President  of  thk  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Uliereas  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  24th  of 
May,  1828,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  con- 
cerning discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost '  and  to  equalize  the 
duties  on  PriLssian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,"  it  is  provided  that,  upon 
satJsfactor>^  e\ddence  being  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  the  government  of  any  foreign  nation  that  no  discriminating  dnties 
of  tonnage  or  imix>st  are  imposed  or  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  said  nation 
upon  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  upon 
the  produce ^  manufactureSp  or  merchandise  imported  in  the  same  from 
the  United  States  or  from  any  foreign  coiuitry-,  the  President  is  thereby 
authorized  to  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  that  the  foreign  discrimi- 
nating duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  within  the  United  States  are  and 
shall  be  suspended  and  discontinued  so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  of  the 
said  foreign  nation  and  the  produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  the  same  from  the  said  foreign  nation 
or  from  any  other  foreign  country,  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  time  of  such  notification  being  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  to  continue  so  long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their  cargoes,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  continued,  and  no  longer;  and 

Wliereas  satisfactory^  evidence  has  lately  been  received  by  me  from  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  through  an  official  comniunt- 
cation  of  His  Majesty *s  minister  of  foreign  relations  under  date  of  the 
loth  of  December,  1866,  that  no  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage  and 
impost  are  imposed  or  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  upon 
vessels  wholly  Ijelonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  upon  the 
produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise  imported  in  the  same  from  the 
United  States  and  from  any  foreign  country  whatever  than  are  levned 
on  Hawaiian  ships  and  then:  cargoes  in  the  same  ports  under  like  circum- 
stances: 

Now.  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson*  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  within  the 
^United  States  are  and  shall  be  suspended  and  discontinued  so  far  as 
respects  the  vessels  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  the  produce,  manu- 
factures, and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  same 
from  the  dominions  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  from  any  other  foreign 
country  whatever,  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from  the  said  lOth 
day  of  December  and  to  continue  thenceforward  so  long  as  the  reciprc 
cal  exemption  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  the  produce,  man 
factures  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  dominions  of  the  Hawaii 
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Islands  in  the  same,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  continued  on  the  part  of  tlie! 
Government  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

In  testimon}'  whereof  I  ha\^e  herennto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 

seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

I-  -i         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  29th  day  of  January, 

A.  D.  1867,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 

America  the  ninety-first. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON 
By  the  President: 

WlI^LTAM   H.  Skwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  thk  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  did  hy  an  act  approved 
on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1864,  authorize  the  people  of  the  Territor>^  of 
Nebraska  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  and  for  the  ad 
mission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  ou  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi 
nal  States  upon  certain  conditions  in  said  act  specified;  and 

Whereas  said  ixiople  did  adopt  a  constitution  conforming  to  the  pro* 
\nsions  and  conditions  of  said  act  and  ask  admission  into  the  Union;  and 

WHiereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  did  on  the  8th  and  9th 
days  of  Febmary,  1867,  in  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  pass  a 
further  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  into  the  Union,  lu 
which  last-named  act  it  was  provided  that  it  should  not  take  effect  ex- 
cept upon  the  fundamental  condition  that  wnthin  the  State  of  Nebraska 
there  should  be  no  denial  of  the  elective  franchise  or  of  any  other  right 
to  any  person  by  reason  of  race  or  color,  excepting  Indians  not  taxed, 
and  upon  the  further  fundamental  condition  that  the  legislature  of  said 
State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  should  declare  the  assent  of  said  State  ta 
the  said  fundamental  condition  and  should  transmit  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  an  authenticated  copy  of  said  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  said  State,  upon  receipt  whereof  the  President,  by  proclamation, 
should  forthwith  announce  the  fact,  whereupon  said  fundamental  con- 
dition should  l>e  held  as  a  part  of  the  organic  law^  of  the  State,  and, 
thereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union  should  be  considered  as  com- 
plete; and 

Whereas  wdthin  the  time  prescribed  by  said  act  of  Congress  of  the  8th 
and  9th  of  Februar>',  1867,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Nel)raska  did 
pass  an  act  ratifying  the  said  act  of  Congress  of  the  Sth  and  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1867,  and  declaring  that  the  aforenamed  provisions  of  the  third 
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section  of  said  last-named  act  of  Congress  should  be  a  part  of  the  organic 
law  of  the  State  of  Nebraska;  and 

Whereas  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  said  act  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska  has  been  received  by  me: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
last  herein  named,  declare  and  proclaim  the  fact  that  the  fundamental 
conditions  imposed  by  Congress  on  the  State  of  Nebraska  to  entitle  that 
State  to  admission  to  the  Union  have  been  ratified  and  accepted  and 
that  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  is  now  complete. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  have  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  ist  day  of  March, 

A.  D.  1867,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninety-first. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President: 

W11.UAM  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[NoTK. — ^The  Fortieth  Congress,  first  session,  met  March  4,  1867,  in 
accordance  with  the  act  of  January  22,  1867,  and  on  March  30,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  concurrent  resolution  of  March  29,  adjourned  to  July  3. 
The  Senate  met  in  special  session  April  i ,  in  conformity  to  the  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  March  30,  and  on  April 
20  adjourned  without  day.  The  Fortieth  Congress,  first  session,  again 
met  July  3,  and  on  July  20,  in  accordance  with  the  concurrent  resolution 
of  the  latter  date,  adjourned  to  November  21;  again  met  November  21, 
and  on  December  2, 1867,  in  accordance  with  the  concurrent  resolution  of 
November  26,  adjourned  without  day.] 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  ii,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  28th  of 
July  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦Correspondence  since  March  4, 1857,  touching  the  claim  to  military  service  asserted  by  France 
and  Prussia  in  reference  to  persons  bom  in  those  countries,  but  who  have  since  become  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 
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Washington  City,  March  13,  i86\ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  theri 
a  treaty  concluded  this  day  between  the  United  States  and  the  chiefs 
headmen  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  explanatory  of  said  treaty,  are  also  h 
with  transmitted.   •  ANDREW  JOHNSON 


Washington  City,  D.  C, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^^^  ^^'  ^^^^ 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  ther< 
a  treaty  concluded  in  this  city  on  the  15th  instant  [ultimo]  between 
United  States  and  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes  of  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  25th  instant  [ulti: 
and  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afl 
of  the  19th  instant  [ultimo] ,  explanatory  of  the  said  treaty,  are  also  h 
with  transmitted.  ANDREW  JOHNSON 

Washington  City,  D.  C, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^^^  ^^'  ^^^^ 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  ther< 
a  treaty  concluded  in  this  city  on  the  23d  instant  [ultimo]  between 
United  States  and  the  following  tribes  of  Indians,  viz:  The  Sene 
the  confederated  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  the  Quapaws,  the  Ottawas, 
confederated  Peorias,  Kaskaskias,  Weas  and  Piankeshaws,  and  the  Miai 
A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  26th  instant  [ulti 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  s 
instant  [ultimo] ,  explanatory  of  said  treaty,  are  also  herewith  transmit 

ANDREW  JOHNSON 

Washington  City,  D.  C, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^^^^  ^^»  ^^^^ 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  ther< 
a  treaty  concluded  on  the  2d  March,  1866,  between  the  United  States 
the  Shawnee  tribe  of  Indians  of  Kansas. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  6th  instant  and  a  c 
of  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the 
instant,  explanatory  of  the  said  treaty,  are  also  herewith  transmitted, 

ANDREW  JOHNSOl 
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Washington  City,  D.  C, 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  United  States:  ^^^^^  ^^»  ^*^^7. 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  on  the  27th  instant  [ultimo]  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  of  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  28th  instant  [ultimo] 
and  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
of  the  27th  instant  [ultimo] ,  explanatory  of  the  said  treaty,  are  also  here- 
with transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington  City,  D.  C, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^""^^^  ^^'  ^^^7- 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  in  this  city  on  the  13th  instant  [ultimo]  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Kansas  or  Kaw  tribe  of  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  25th  instant  [ultimo] 
and  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  19th  instant  [ultimo]  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  explanatory  of  said  treaty,  are  also  herewith 
transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington  City,  March  /j,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  this  day  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
Nation  of  Indians,  providing  for  the  sale  of  their  lands  in  Kansas,  known 
as  the  *  *  Cherokee  neutral  lands.  * ' 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  accompanying  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  this  date,  in  relation  to 
the  treaty,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  14.,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary'  of  State,  in  further 
answer  to  the  resolution*  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  of 
January  last. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

*  Requesting  information  "in  relation  to  a  removal  of  the  Protestant  Church  or  religious  assembly 
meeting  at  the  American  embassy  from  the  city  of  Rome  by  an  order  of  that  Government" 
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Washington,  March  75,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  further  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
31st  of  January  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying documents.*  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  20,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  1 8th  instant,  a  report f  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  its 
accompanying  papers.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  20,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  1 8th  instant,  a  report  J  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an 
accompanying  paper.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  20^  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  15th 
instant,  reports  §  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  20,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th 
instant,  relative  to  the  arrest,  imprisonment,  and  treatment  of  American 
citizens  in  Great  Britain  or  its  Provinces,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  21,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  on  the  19th  of  March,  1867,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chippewa  tribe  of  Indians  of  the  Mississippi. 

♦Dispatch  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Geneva,  with  an  inclosure,  refuting  charges  agminst 
his  moral  character,  etc. 

t  Relating  to  trials  in  Canada  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  complicity  in  the  Penian  inva- 
sion of  that  country. 

X  Relating  to  the  withdrawal  of  French  troops  from  the  Mexican  Republic. 

%  opiating  to  the  fees  of  consular  agents  within  the  districts  of  salaried  consuls,  etc. 
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A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Hon. 
Lewis  V.  Bogy,  special  commissioner,  of  the  20th  instant,  explanatory  of 
the  said  treaty,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  30,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  giving  my  approval  to  the  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  expenses 
of  carrying  into  full  effect  an  act  entitled  '  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  more 
efl5cient  government  of  the  rebel  States,'*  I  am  moved  to  do  so  for  the 
following  reason:  The  seventh  section  of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel  States  provides  that  the 
expenses  incurred  under  or  by  virtue  of  that  act  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  This  provision  is 
wholly  unlimited  as  to  the  amoimt  to  be  expended,  whereas  the  resolu- 
tion now  before  me  limits  the  appropriation  to  $500,000.  I  consider  this 
limitation  as  a  very  necessary  check  against  unlimited  expenditure  and 
liabilities.  Yielding  to  that  consideration,  I  feel  bound  to  approve  this 
resolution,  without  modifying  in  any  manner  any  objections  heretofore 
stated  against  the  original  and  supplemental  acts. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  jo,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias  upon  the  subject  of  a  cession  of  territory-  by  the  latter  to 
the  former,  which  treaty  was  this  day  signed  in  this  city  by  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  parties.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


PROCLAMATION. 

By  thb  President  of  the  United  States  op  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  objects  of  interest  to  the  United  States  require  that  the  Sen- 
ate should  be  convened  at  12  o'clock  on  Monday,  the  ist  day  of  April 
next,  to  receive  and  act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to 
it  on  the  part  of  the  Executive: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
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have  considered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  issue  this  my  prodamation,  declaring 
that  an  extraordinary  occasion  requires  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  convene  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  on  Monday,  the  ist  day  of  April  next,  at  12  o'clock  on  that 
day,  of  which  all  who  shall  at  that  time  be  entitled  to  act  as  members 
of  that  body  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  Washing- 
r  -1  *  ton,  the  30th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1867,  and  of  the  Independ- 

ence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  ninety-first. 

By  the  President:  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Wii<UAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

[The  following  messages  were  sent  to  the  special  session  of  the  Senate.] 

Washington,  March  28,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  20th 
instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  docu- 

^^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  12, 1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  loth 
instant,  calling  for  information  relative  to  prisoners  of  war  taken  by  bel- 
ligerents in  the  Mexican  Republic,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  accompanying  papers.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  /j,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of  January 
last,  requesting  certain  information  in  regard  to  governors,  secretaries, 
and  judges  of  Territories,  I  transmit  herewith  reportsf  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Interior,  and  the  Attorney-General. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

*  Relating  to  the  exequatur  of  the  consul  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg  residing  at  New 
York, 
t  Relating  to  the  absence  of  Territorial  officers  from  their  posts  of  duty. 
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Washington,  April  75,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  13th 
instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  April  16,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive 
Departments,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  in- 
stant, requesting  **  copies  of  any  official  opinions  which  may  have  been 
given  by  the  Attorney-General,  the  SoUcitor  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  any 
other  officer  of  the  Government  on  the  interpretation  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress regulating  the  tenure  of  office,  and  especially  with  regard  to  appoint- 
ments by  the  President  during  the  recess  of  Congress.*' 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


[The  following  messages  were  sent  to  the  Fortieth  Congress,  first  session.] 

Washington,  July  5,  1867, 
To  the  Stfiate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  for  commercial  reciprocity  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  which  convention 
was  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties  in  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  on  the  21st  day  of  May  last. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  July  5, 1867. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Republic  of  Venezuela  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Government  of  that  Republic.  The  ratifica- 
tions of  this  convention  were  exchanged  at  Caracas  on  the  loth  of  April 
last.  As  its  first  article  stipulates  that  the  commissioners  shall  meet  in 
that  city  within  four  months  from  that  date,  the  expediency  of  passing 
the  usual  act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  convention  into  effect  will, 
of  course,  engage  the  attention  of  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦  Relating  to  the  absence  of  Governor  Alexander  Cumming  from  the  Territory  of  Colorado  since 
his  appointment  as  governor. 
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Washington,/?^  6,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rnssias,  the  ratifications  of  which 
were  exchanged  in  this  city  on  the  20th  day  of  June  last. 

This  instrument  pro\ades  for  a  cession  of  territory  to  the  United  States 
in  consideration  of  the  payment  of  $7,200,000  in  gold.  The  attention  of 
Congress  is  invited  to  the  subject  of  an  appropriation  for  this  payment, 
and  also  to  that  of  proper  legislation  for  the  occupation  and  government 
of  the  territory  as  a  part  of  the  dominion  of  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  July  6,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  the 
Netherlands,  and  Japan,  concluded  at  Yedo  on  the  25th  of  June,  1866. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington,  July  8,  1867. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Attorney-General,  additional  to 
the  reports  submitted  by  him  December  31, 1866,  and  March  2, 1867,  in 
reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  December  10, 

1866,  requesting  ' '  a  list  of  names  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the  late  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States  Government  who  have  been  pardoned  by 
the  President  from  April  15,  1865,  to  this  date;  that  said  list  shall  also 
state  the  rank  of  each  person  who  has  been  so  pardoned,  if  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  militar>'  servnce  of  the  so-called  Confederate  government, 
and  the  position  if  he  shall  have  held  any  civil  ofl5ce  under  said  so-called 
Confederate  government;  and  shall  also  further  state  whether  such  person 
has  at  any  time  prior  to  April  14, 186 1,  held  any  ofl5ce  under  the  United 
States  Government,  and,  if  so,  what  ofl5ce,  together  with  the  reasons  for 
granting  such  pardon,  and  also  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons  at 

whose  soUcitation  such  pardon  was  granted.*' 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  y  J   y  9^        /  • 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  5th  of  July,  recjuesting  the  President  "to  inform  the  House  what 
States  have  ratifie<l  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  proposed  by  concurrent  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
June  16, 1866,'*  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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To  the  Home  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington,  July  lo,  1867. 

In  compliance  with  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  8th  instant  as  requests  information  in  regard  to  certain 
agreements  said  to  have  been  entered  into  between  the  United  States, 
European  and  West  Virginia  Land  and  Mining  Company  and  certain 
reputed  agents  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

To  the  Hmse  of  Representatives:  Washington,  July  it,  1867. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  3d  instant,  requesting  me  to  transmit  all  the  oflBdal  correspondence 
between  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Hon.  I<ewis  D.  Campbell,  late 
minister  to  Mexico,  and  also  that  with  his  successor,  I  communicate  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /wi^  12,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

111  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant, 
requesting  me  to  transmit  * '  all  the  official  correspondence  between  the 
Department  of  State  and  the  Hon.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  late  minister  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  from  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment, also  the  correspondence  of  the  Department  with  his  successor,*'  I 
communicate  herewith  a  report  on  the  subject  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  correspondence  called  for  by  the 
Senate  has  already  been  communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C.  ,  July  75,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Attorney- 
General,  containing  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  the  President  **to  communicate  to 
the  Senate  copies  of  all  orders,  instructions,  circular  letters,  or  letters  of 
advice  issued  to  the  respective  military  officers  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  several  military  districts  under  the  act  passed  March  2,  1867, 
entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel 
States,'  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  March  23, 1867;  also 
copies  of  all  opinions  given  to  him  by  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States  touching  the  construction  and  interpretation  of  said  acts,  and  of 
all  correspondence  relating  to  the  operation,  construction,  or  executi" 
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of  said  acts  that  may  have  taken  place  between  himself  and  any  of  said 

coiiiiiianders.  or  l>etween  hioi  and  the  General  of  the  Anny,  or  l>etween 
the  latter  and  any  of  said  commanders,  touching  the  same  subjects;  also 
copies  of  all  orders  issued  by  any  of  said  conunanders  in  carrying  ont  the 
provisions  of  said  acts  or  either  of  them;  also  that  he  inform  the  Senate 
what  progress  has  l:)een  made  iix  the  matter  of  registration  under  said 
acts,  and  whether  the  sum  of  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  carrying 
them  out  is  probably  suflScient.*' 

In  answer  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  which  inquires  whether  the 
sum  of  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  earr>4ng  these  acts  into  effect 
is  probably  sufficient,  reference  is  made  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  It  %vill  be  seen  from  tliat  rei>ort  tbat  the  appro- 
priation of  $500,000  made  in  the  act  approved  March  30,  1867,  for  the 
purpose  of  carr>nng  into  effect  tlie  "Act  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient 
government  of  the  rebel  States/'  passed  March  2,  1867,  and  the  act  sup- 
plementary thereto,  passed  March  23,  1867,  has  alread}^  been  expended 
by  the  commanders  of  the  several  militar>^  districts,  and  that,  in  addition, 
the  sum  of  $1,648,277  is  required  for  present  purposes. 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  at  the  present  time  to  estimate  the  probable 
expense  of  carr>dng  into  full  effect  the  two  acts  of  Marcli  last  and  the 
bill  which  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  13th  instant.  If 
the  existing  governments  of  ten  States  of  the  Union  are  to  be  depos 
and  their  entire  machiner>'  is  to  be  placed  under  the  exclusive  control 
and  authority  of  the  respective  district  commanders,  all  the  expenditures 
incident  to  the  administration  of  such  governments  must  necessarily  be 
incurred  by  the  Federal  Government.  It  is  l)elie\^ed  that,  in  addition  to 
the  $2,100,000  already  expended  or  estimated  for,  the  sum  which  would 
be  required  for  this  purpose  w*ould  not  be  less  than  $14,000,000 — t 
aggregate  amount  expended  prior  to  the  rebelhon  in  the  administration  ^ 
of  their  respective  goverinnents  by  the  ten  States  embraced  in  the  provi- 
sions of  these  acts.  This  sum  would  no  doubt  be  considerably  augmented*! 
if  the  machiner^^  of  these  States  is  to  he  operated  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  would  be  largely  increased  if  the  United  States,  by  alx)lishing 
the  existing  State  governments,  should  become  responsible  for  UabiMties 
incurred  by  them  before  the  rebellion  in  laudable  efforts  to  develop  theirj 
resources,  and  in  no  wise  created  for  insurrectionary  or  revolutionary  pur- 
poses. The  debts  of  these  States,  thus  legitimately  mcurred,  w^hen  accu- 
rately ascertained  will,  it  is  believed,  approximate  $100,000,000;  and  they 
are  held  not  only  by  our  own  citizens,  among  whom  are  residents  of  por- 
tions of  the  countr>^  whicli  have  ever  remained  lo^^al  to  the  Union,  but  by 
persons  who  are  the  subjects  of  foreign  governments.  It  is  worthy  the 
consideration  of  Congress  and  the  couutry  whether,  if  the  Federal  Gov- 
aent  by  its  action  were  to  assume  such  obligations,  so  large  an  addi- 
ion  to  our  public  expenditures  w^ould  not  seriously  impair  the  credit  of 
the  nation,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  the  refusal  of  Congress  to 
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guarantee  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  these  States,  after  having  displaced 
or  aboHshed  their  State  goveniments,  would  not  be  viewed  as  a  \nolation 
of  good  faith  and  a  repudiation  by  the  national  legislatiu'e  of  habihties 
whidi  these  States  had  justly  and  legally  incurred. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /tt/j'  18,  iS6f, 

To  ihc  Stnafe  of  the  United  States: 

In  comphance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant, 
requesting  me  to  furnish  to  that  body  copies  of  any  correspondence  on  the 
files  of  the  Department  of  State  relating  to  any  recent  events  in  Mexico* 
I  communicate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  papers 
accompan>ing  it.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

-r  ii.    u         /-  r»  X        i  A*  Washington,  A/r  iS,  1S67. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  »-^    .'        »        / 

In  compliance  with  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  8th  instant  which  requests  me  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  any  official  correspondence  or  other  infonnation  relating 
to  the  capture  and  execution  of  Maximilian  and  the  arrest  and  reported 
execution  of  Santa  Anna  in  Mexico,  I  inclose  herewith  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  correspondence 
called  for  by  the  House  of  Representatives  has  already  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


To  the  Home  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington,  July  20^  1867. 

I  have  received  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  8th  instant,  inquiring  "whether  the  publication  which  appeared 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  and  other  public  prints  on  the  21st  of  June 
last,  and  which  contained  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  President 
and  Cabinet  in  respect  to  an  interpretation  of  the  acts  of  Congress  com- 
monly known  as  the  reconstruction  acts,  was  made  by  the  authority  of 
the  President  or  with  his  knowledge  and  consent,**  and  "whether  the  full 
and  complete  record  or  minute  of  all  the  pn^ceedings,  conclusions,  and 
detenninations  of  the  President  and  Cabinet  relating  to  said  acts  of  Con- 
gress and  their  interpretation  is  embraced  or  given  in  said  publication," 
and  also  requesthig  that '  *  a  true  copy  of  the  full  and  complete  record  or 
minute  of  such  proceedings,  conclusions,  and  determinations  in  regard  to 
the  interpretation  of  said  reconstruction  acts '  *  be  furnished  to  the  House. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  have 
to  state  that  the  publication  to  which  the  resolution  refers  was  made  by 
proper  authority,  and  that  it  comprises  the  proceedings  in  Cabinet  relatic 
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to  the  ^Xs  of  Congre^  mentioned  in  the  inqtiir>'.  upon  which,  after  tak- 
ing the  f/iAnvms  of  the  heads  of  the  se\'eral  Executive  Departments  oi 
the  r>r.''rmnient,  I  had  announced  my  own  conclusions.  Other  questioiis 
iLrihin'4  from  the%  acts  have  been  under  consideration,  upon  which,  how- 
^'4:r,  rut  fin^\  cr/ntlusion  has  lx*n  reached.  No  publication  in  reference 
iff  them  lias,  theref^^e,  Ijeen  authorized  by  me:  but  should  it  at  any  time 
U;  f\t:fnn*if]  \fr<f\AX  and  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  country  to 
mak^:  j/ublio  those  or  any  other  proceedings  of  the  Cabinet,  authority  for 
their  j/r^/inulgation  will  \ft  given  by  the  President. 

A  cr^rrect  c(^y  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings,  published  in  the 
Natirmal  Intelligencer  and  other  newspapers  on  the  21st  ultimo,  is  here- 
with transmitted,  t^'igether  with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  based  upon  the 
conclasimis  of  tlie  President  and  Cabinet  and  sent  to  the  commanders  of 
the  several  military  districts  created  by  act  of  Congress  of  March  2, 1867. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON 

In  Cabinet,  y»«^  /^,  1867. 

Prirm-iit:  The  Prewdent,  the  5W*crctary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  the 
Sccrirlary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Postmaster-General,  the  Attomey- 
f  >eneral,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  rrefii'lent  announced  that  he  had  under  consideration  the  two  opmions  from 
the-  Attfjrncy-^Veneral  as  \j>  the  legal  questions  arising  upon  the  acts  of  Congress  com- 
nionly  known  as  the  reconstruction  acts,  and  that  in  view  of  the  great  magnitude 
of  the  K!ifijc<!t  and  of  the  various  interests  involved  he  deemed  it  proper  to  have  i1 
rotisidered  fully  in  the  Caf)inet  and  to  avail  himself  of  all  the  light  which  could  be 
afTordt'd  fiy  the  opinions  and  a<lvice  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  to  enable  him 
Ui  M*e  that  thfsc  laws  Ik:  faithfully  executed  and  to  decide  what  orders  and  instruc- 
tions an*  necessary  and  expedient  to  fx;  given  to  the  military  commanders. 

Tin;  President  said  further  that  the  branch  of  the  subject  that  seemed  to  him  firsl 
in  r)rder  for  consideration  was  as  to  the  instructions  to  be  sent  to  the  •military  com- 
manders for  their  guidance  and  for  the  guidance  of  persons  offering  for  registration, 
The  instructions  projKised  by  the  Attorney-General,  as  set  forth  in  the  smnmary  con- 
tiiined  in  his  last  opinion,  will  therefore  be  now  considered. 

The  summary  was  then  read  at  length. 

The  reading  of  the  sunnnary  having  l)een  concluded,  each  section  was  then  con- 
siciered,  discussed,  and  voted  ujwn  as  follows: 

I.  The  oath  prescribed  in  the  supplemental  act  defines  all  the  qualifications  re- 
(|uircd,  and  every  person  who  can  take  that  oath  is  entitled  to  have  his  name  enterec 
upon  the  list  of  voters. 

All  vote  ••  aye  "  excej)t  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  votes  **  nay." 

i.  Tlu*  lM>ard  of  registration  have  no  authority  to  administer  any  other  oath  to  th< 
jw  ison  applying  for  registration  than  this  prescribed  oath,  nor  to  administer  anj 
oath  to  any  other  person  touching  the  qualifications  of  the  applicant  or  the  falsity 
of  the  oath  so  taken  by  him. 

No  ]>rovision  is  made  for  challenging  the  qualifications  of  the  applicant  or  enter 
iuK  uiK)n  any  trial  or  investigation  of  his  qualifications,  either  by  witnesses  or  anj 
other  form  of  pnM)f. 

All  vote  "aye"  except  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  votes  "nay." 

3.  A8tt>  citi/.enship  and  residence: 
'^'e  Applicant  for  registnition  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  State  and  of  the  Unitei 
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States,  and  must  he  a  resilient  of  a  county  or  parish  include*!  in  the  election  district 
He  may  be  registered  if  he  has  been  sncli  citizen  for  n  period  less  than  twelve  months 
at  the  time  he  applies  for  registration,  but  be  can  not  vote  at  any  election  unless  his 
citizensliip  has  then  exrteiirled  to  the  full  term  of  one  year.  As  to  such  a  person,  the 
exact  length  of  his  citizenship  should  be  noted  opposite  his  name  on  the  list,  so  that 
it  may  appear  on  the  day  of  elect  ion  ^  upon  reference  to  the  list,  whether  the  full  term 
has  then  l>een  accomplisheil. 
Concurred  in  uiiaiiiitioiisly^ 

4.  An  un naturalized  person  can  not  take  this  oath»  but  an  alien  w!io  has  been  nat» 
uralized  can  take  it,  and  no  other  proof  of  naluraliziition  can  be  required  from  him. 

All  vote  *'aye"  except  the  Secretary  of  War»  who  votes  ''nay.*' 

5.  No  one  who  is  not  2 1  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  registration  can  take  the  oath, 
for  he  must  swear  that  he  has  then  attained  that  age. 

Concurred  in  unanimously. 

6.  No  one  who  htis  been  tlisf ranch ised  for  participation  in  any  rebellion  against 
the  United  States  or  for  felony  committed  against  the  laws  of  any  State  or  of  the 
United  States  can  take  tliis  oath. 

The  actual  participation  in  a  rebellion  or  the  actual  commission  of  a  felony  does 
not  amount  to  disfranchisement.  The  sort  of  dtafranchisement  here  meant  is  that 
which  is  declared  by  law  passed  by  competent  autliority.  or  which  has  been  fixed 
upon  the  criminal  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  wdiich  triefl  him  for  the  crime. 

No  law  of  the  United  States  has  declared  the  penalty  of  disfranchisement  for  par- 
ticipation in  rebellion  alone;  nor  is  it  known  that  any  such  law  exists  m  either  of 
these  ten  States,  except,  perhaps,  Virginia,  as  to  which  State  special  instructions  will 
be  given. 

All  vote  '*aye"  except  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  dissents  as  to  the  second  and 
third  paragraphs. 

7.  As  to  disfranchisement  arising  from  having  held  office  followed  by  participation 
in  rebellion: 

This  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  oath,  and  requires  strict  attention  to  arrive 
at  its  meaning.     The  applicant  nmst  swear  or  affirm  as  fo*  ow^s: 

•*That  I  have  never  been  a  member  of  any  State  legislature,  nor  held  any  executive 
or  judicial  office  in  any  State,  and  afterwards  engagerl  in  an  insurrection  or  rebellion 
against  the  United  States  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof;  that  I  have 
never  taken  an  oath  as  a  member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  as  an  officer  of 
the  Unitcil  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  State  legislature,  or  as  an  executive  or  judi- 
cial officer  of  any  State,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  vSUitcs,  and  after- 
w^ards  engageil  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  United  States  or  given  aid  or 
comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.'* 

Two  elements  must  concur  in  order  to  disqualif^^  a  pei^on  under  these  clauses: 
First,  the  office  and  official  oatli  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
secon<l,  engaging  afterwards  in  rel>eUion.  Botli  must  exist  to  work  disqualification, 
and  nmst  happen  in  the  order  of  time  mcntituicd. 

A  person  who  has  held  an  office  and  taken  the  oath  to  support  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution and  has  not  afterwards  engaged  in  rebellion  is  not  disqualified.  So,  too>  a 
person  who  has  engaged  in  rebellion,  but  lias  not  theretofore  held  an  office  and  taken 
that  oath,  i.s  not  disqualilied. 

All  vote  '*aye*'  except  the  Secretary  of  \Var»  who  votes  "nay." 

S,  Officers  of  the  United  Slates: 

As  to  these  the  language  is  withont  limitation.  The  person  who  has  at  any  time 
prior  to  the  rebellion  held  any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  Unite^l  States,  and 
has  taken  an  official  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  subject 
to  disqualification. 

Concurred  in  unanimously, 
M  P— vol.  VI— 34 
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9.  Militia  oflScers  of  any  State  prior  to  tbe  rebellion  are  not  subject  to  disquali£* 
cation. 

All  vote  *'aye*'  except  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  votes  **nay/' 

10.  Municipal  officers-^tbat  is  to  say,  officers  of  incorporated  cities,  towns,  and  vnl- 
Inges,  such  as  mayors,  aldermen,  town  council,  police^  and  other  cit}'  or  town  officers — 
are  not  subject  to  disqualification. 

Coucurrc<l  iu  unanimously. 

1 1 .  Persons  who  have  prior  to  the  rel>ellion  been  members  of  the  Conj^ress  of  the 
United  States  or  members  of  a  State  legislature  are  stihject  to  disciualillcation,  but 
those  who  have  l>een  members  of  conventions  framing  or  amending:  the  constitution 
of  a  State  prior  to  the  rebellion  are  not  subject  to  disqualification. 

Concurred  in  unanimously. 

12.  All  the  executive  or  judicial  officers  of  any  State  who  took  an  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  distpialifi cation,  including  county 
ufficers.  They  are  subject  to  di.*iqualificalion  if  they  were  required  to  take  as  a  part 
of  their  official  oath  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States 

Concurred  in  unanimously. 

13.  Persons  wlio  exercised  mere  employments  under  State  authority  are  not  dis* 
qualified;  such  as  commissioners  to  lay  out  roads,  commissioners  of  public  works, 
visitors  of  State  institutions,  directors  of  State  institutions,  examiners  of  banks,  no- 
taries public,  commissioners  to  take  acknowledgments  of  deeds. 

Ci>nciuTed  in  unanimously;  but  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretarj^  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  Secretary  of  War  express  the  opinion  that  lawyers  are  such  officers  as 
are  disqualified  if  they  participated  in  the  reljellion.  Two  things  must  exist  as  to 
any  person  to  disqualify  him  from  voting:  First,  the  office  held  prior  to  the  rebel- 
lion, and,  afterwards,  participation  in  the  rebellion. 

14.  An  act  tt»  fix  upou  a  jK-rsoti  the  offense  of  engaging  in  reMl ion  under  tliis  law 
must  lie  an  overt  and  v<:duntary  act,  done  with  the  intent  of  aiding  or  furthering  tlie 
common  unlawful  puri>ose.  A  person  forced  into  the  rebel  service  by  conscription 
or  under  a  paramount  authority  wdiich  he  could  not  safely  disobey,  and  who  would 
not  have  entered  such  servnce  if  left  to  the  free  exercise  of  his  own  will,  can  not  be 
!icl<l  to  be  dis<jualifiefl  from  voting. 

All  vote  "aye"  except  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  votes  '*nay  **  as  the  proposition 
is  stated. 

15.  Mere  acts  of  charity,  where  the  intent  is  to  relieve  the  -w^nts  of  the  object  of 
such  charity,  and  not  done  in  aid  of  the  cause  in  which  he  may  have  been  engaged, 
do  not  disqualify;  but  organized  ccmlributions  of  food  and  clothing  for  the  general 
relief  of  pcrsrnis  engaged  in  llie  rebellion,  and  not  of  a  merely  sanitary  character,  but 
contributed  to  enable  them  to  perfonn  their  unlawful  object,  may  Ix;  classed  with  acts 
which  do  disqualify.  Forced  contributions  to  the  rebel  cause  in  the  form  of  taxes 
or  military  assessments,  which  a  person  was  comi>elled  to  payor  contribute,  do  not 
disqualify;  but  voluntary  contributions  to  the  rebel  cause,  even  such  indirect  con- 
tribulions  as  arise  from  the  voluntary  loan  of  money  to  the  rel>el  authorities  or  pur- 
chase of  bonds  or  securities  creatcfl  to  afford  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  rebellion, 
will  work  disqualifi cation. 

Concurred  in  unanimously. 

16.  All  those  who  in  legislative  or  other  official  capacity  were  engaged  in  the  fur- 
therance of  the  common  imlawf  ul  purpose,  where  the  duties  of  the  office  necessarily 
had  relation  to  the  support  of  the  rebellion,  such  as  members  of  the  rebel  conven* 
lions,  congresses,  and  legislatures,  diplomatic  agents  of  the  rebel  Confederacy,  and 
other  officials  whose  offices  were  created  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  carrx-ing 
on  hostilities  or  whose  duties  appertained  to  the  support  of  the  rebel  cause,  must  be 
held  to  l>c  disqualified;  hut  officers  who  during  the  rebellion  discharged  official  duties 

t  incident  to  war,  but  only  such  duties  as  l)eloiig  even  to  a  stale  of  peace  and  wer< 
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necessary*  to  the  preservation  of  order  and  tlie  arlniitii^tratiim  of  law^are  not  to  he 
considered  as  thereby  engaging  in  rebellion  or  as  disqualified.  Disloyal  sentiments, 
opinions*  or  sympathies  would  not  dis<^|ualify,  but  where  a  perj^oii  ha?*  by  speech  or 
writing  incited  others  to  engage  in  rel>tllion  he  must  come  under  the  disqualification. 
All  vote  "  aye  **  except  tlie  Secretary-  of  War^  who  dissents  lo  tlie  set^ontl  paragraph, 
with  tlie  exception  of  the  words  "where  a  person  has  by  speech  or  by  writing  incited 
others  to  engage  in  reficllion  he  must  come  under  the  disquaHfieation/' 

17.  The  duties  of  the  board  appointed  to  superintend  the  elections. 

This  board »  ha\nng  the  custody  of  the  list  of  registered  voters  in  the  district  for 
which  it  is  constituted,  nmst  see  that  the  name  of  the  person  offering  to  vote  is  found 
upon  the  registration  list,  and  if  such  proves  to  t>e  the  fact  it  is  ihe  duty  of  the  Ijfjard 
to  receive  his  vote  if  then  qualified  by  residence.  They  can  not  receive  the  vote  of 
any  person  whose  name  is  not  upon  the  list,  though  he  may  be  ready  to  take  the  regis- 
tration oath,  and  although  he  uiay  satisfy  them  that  he  was  unable  to  have  his  name 
registered  at  the  pro|>er  time,  in  consequence  of  absence,  sickness,  or  other  cause. 

The  lioard  can  not  enter  into  any  inquiry  as  to  tlie  qualifications  of  any  per- 
son whose  name  is  not  on  the  registration  hst,  or  as  to  the  qualifications  of  any 
person  whose  name  is  on  that  list. 

Concurred  in  unanimously. 

18.  The  mode  of  voting  is  provided  in  the  act  to  be  by  ballot.  The  board  will 
keep  a  record  and  poll  book  of  the  election,  showing  the  votes,  list  of  voters,  ami  the 
persons  elected  by  a  plurality  of  the  votes  c^st  at  the  election,  and  make  returns  of 
these  to  the  conmianding  general  of  the  district. 

Concurred  in  unanimously. 

19.  The  board  appointe<l  for  registration  and  for  superintending  the  elections  must 
take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  approvetl  July  2, 1S62,  entitled  **An 
act  to  prescril>e  an  oath  of  oflSce." 

Concurred  in  unanimously. 

In  Cabinet,  June  20,  /S6^, 

Present:  The  same  Cabinet  officers  as  cm  the  iSth,  except  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
tlie  Interior, 

The  President  announced  to  the  Cabinet  that  after  full  delilwration  he  concurred 
wiOi  the  majority  upon  the  sections  of  the  summarj'  upon  which  the  Secretar}'  of 
War  expressed  his  dissent,  and  that  he  concurred  witli  tlie  Cabinet  upon  those  sec- 
tions approved  by  unanimous  vote;  that  as  it  appeared  the  militarv*  commanders 
entertained  doubts  upon  the  points  covered  by  the  summary,  and  as  their  action 
hitherto  had  not  l>een  uniform,  !ie  deemed  it  proper,  without  furtlicr  delay,  lo  com- 
mnnicate  in  a  general  order*  lo  the  respective  commanders  the  points  set  forth  in 
the  summarv. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  March  23, 1867, 

To  ike  H&use  of  Ref>rc$cntaiivcs: 

I  have  considered  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel 
States,"  passed  March  2,  1867,  and  to  facilitate  restoration/'  and  now 
return  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  my  objections. 

This  bill  provides  for  elections  in  the  ten  States  brought  nnder  tlie 
operation  of  the  original  act  to  which  it  is  supplenientar>'.     Its  details  arf 

•Sec  KxccuUvc  order  of  Juttc  »,  1S67,  pp.  55^-556. 
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principally  directed  to  the  elections  for  the  formation  of  the  State  con- 
stitutions, but  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill  **all  elections'*  in  these 
States  occurring  while  the  ori^^nal  act  remains  in  force  are  brought 
within  its  pundew.  Referring  to  these  details,  it  mil  be  found  that,  first 
of  all,  there  is  to  be  a  registration  of  the  voters.  No  one  whose  name 
has  not  l>een  admitted  on  the  list  is  to  l)e  allowed  to  vote  at  any  of  these 
elections.  To  ascertain  who  is  entitled  to  registration,  reference  is  made 
necessary,  by  the  express  language  of  the  supplement,  to  the  original  act 
and  to  the  pending  bill.  The  fifth  section  of  the  original  act  pro\4cles, 
as  to  voters,  that  they  shall  be  **niale  citizens  of  the  State,  21  years  old 
and  upward,  of  w^hatevner  race,  color,  or  previous  condition,  who  have 
been  residents  of  said  State  for  one  yean"  This  is  the  general  qualifica-i 
tion,  followed,  however,  by  many  exceptions.  No  one  can  be  registered, 
according  to  the  original  act,  "w^ho  may  be  disfrancliised  for  participa- 
tion in  the  rebellion*'— a  provision  which  left  undetermined  the  question 
as  to  what  amounted  to  disfranchisement,  and  whether  without  a  judi- 
cial sentence  the  act  itself  produced  that  effect.  This  supplemental  bill 
superadds  an  oath,  to  be  taken  by  ever}^  person  before  his  name  can  be 
admitted  upon  the  registration,  that  he  has  "not  been  disfranchised  for 
participation  in  any  re?:>ellion  or  civil  war  against  the  United  States."  It 
thus  imposes  upon  every  person  the  nc^cessity  and  responsibility  of  decid- 
ing for  himself,  under  the  peril  of  punishment  by  a  military  commission 
if  he  makes  a  mistake,  what  works  disfranchisement  by  participation  iu 
rebellion  and  w^hat  amounts  to  such  participation.  Almost  ever>'  raan^ — 
the  negro  as  well  as  the  white — atove  2 1  years  of  age  who  was  resident 
in  these  ten  States  during  the  rebeUion,  voluntarily  or  involuntarily,  at 
some  time  and  in  some  way  did  participate  in  resistance  to  the  lawful 
authority  of  the  General  Govenmient.  The  question  wnth  the  citizen  to 
whom  this  oatli  is  to  be  proposed  must  be  a  fearful  one,  for  while  the  bill 
does  not  declare  tliat  perjury  may  be  assigned  for  such  false  s^vearillg 
nor  fix  any  penalty  for  the  offense,  wx  must  not  forget  that  martial  law 
prevails;  that  every  person  is  answerable  to  a  militar>^  commission,  with- 
out previous  presentment  by  a  grand  jury,  for  any  charge  that  may  be 
made  against  him,  and  that  the  supreme  authority  of  tlie  militar>^  coni- 
mauder  determines  the  question  as  to  what  is  an  offense  and  what  is  to 
be  the  measure  of  punishment. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  provides  **that  the  conunanding  general 
of  each  district  shall  appoint  as  many  Ixjards  of  registration  as  may  l>e 
necessar>^  consisting  of  three  loyal  officers  or  persons,**  The  only  quali- 
fication stated  for  these  officers  is  that  they  must  l>e  *' loyal/*  They 
may  be  persons  in  the  military  service  or  civilians,  residents  of  the  State 
or  strangers.  Yet  these  ]>ersons  arc  to  exercise  most  important  duties 
and  are  \'ested  ^vith  unhmited  discretion.  They  are  to  decide  wluit  names 
shall  be  placed  m>on  the  register  and  from  their  decision  there  is  to  be 
no  appeal.     They  are  to  superintend  lhcek*ctiotis  and  to  dc^de  all  qtics^- 
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tions  which  may  arise.  They  are  to  have  the  custody  of  the  ballots  and 
to  make  return  of  the  persons  elected.  Whatever  frauds  or  errors  they 
may  commit  must  pass  without  redress.  All  that  is  left  for  the  com- 
niauding  general  is  to  receive  the  returns  of  the  elections,  open  the  same» 
and  ascertain  who  are  chosen  '*  according  to  the  returns  of  the  officers 
who  conducted  said  elections."  By  such  means  and  with  this  sort  of 
agency  are  the  con\'entions  of  delegates  to  be  constituted. 

As  the  delegates  are  to  speak  for  the  people,  common  justice  would 
seem  to  require  that  they  should  have  authority  from  the  people  them- 
selves. No  convention  s<:>  constituted  will  iu  any  sense  represent  the 
wishes  of  the  inhabilauls  of  these  States,  for  untler  the  all-embracing 
exceptions  of  these  laws»  by  a  construction  which  the  uncertainty  of 
the  clause  as  to  disfranchisement  leaves  open  to  the  board  of  officers,  the 
great  Ix^dy  of  the  people  may  be  exchided  from  the  [wlls  and  from  all 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  own  wnshes  or  voting  for  delegates  who 
will  faithfully  reflect  their  sentiments. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  further  to  investigate  the  details  of  this  bill. 
No  consideration  could  induce  me  to  give  my  approval  to  such  an  elec- 
tion law  for  any  purjKJse,  and  esiiecially  for  the  great  purpose  of  framing 
the  constitution  of  a  State.  If  ever  the  American  citizen  should  be  left 
to  the  free  exercise  of  his  own  judgment  it  is  when  he  is  engaged  in 
llie  work  of  forming  the  fundamental  law  under  which  he  is  to  live. 
That  work  is  his  work,  and  it  can  not  liroiK^rly  l>e  taken  out  of  his  hands. 
All  this  legislation  proceeds  ujR>n  the  contrary''  assumption  that  the 
people  of  each  of  these  States  shall  have  no  constitution  except  such  as 
may  be  arbitrarily  dictate<l  by  Congress  and  formed  under  the  restraint 
of  military  rule.     A  plain  statement  of  facts  makes  this  evident. 

In  all  these  States  there  are  existing  ojnstitutions,  framed  in  the 
accustomed  way  by  the  people.  Congress,  however,  declares  that  these 
constitutions  are  not  *' loyal  and  republican/'  and  requires  the  people  to 
form  them  anew.  What,  then,  iu  the  opinion  of  Congress,  is  necessary 
to  make  the  constitution  of  a  State  ''loyal  aud  republican  "  ?  The  origi- 
nal act  answ^ers  the  question:  It  is  universal  negro  suffrage — a  question 
which  the  Federal  Constitution  leaves  exclusively  to  the  States  them- 
selves. All  this  legislative  machinery  of  martial  law,  military'  coercion, 
and  political  disfranchisement  is  avowedly  for  that  purpose  and  none 
other.  The  existing  constitutions  of  the  ten  States  confonn  to  the 
acknowledged  standards  of  loyalty  and  republicanism.  Indeed,  if  there 
are  degrees  in  republican  fonns  of  government,  their  constitutions  are 
more  republican  now  than  when  these  vStates,  four  of  which  were  mem- 
bers of  the  original  thirteen,  first  Ix^carae  members  of  t!ie  Union. 

Congress  does  not  now  demand  that  a  single  provision  of  their  constitu- 
tions be  changed  except  such  as  confi^ne  suffrage  to  the  white  population. 
It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  these  provisions  do  not  conform  to  the 
standard  of  republicanism  whicli  Congress  seeks  to  estabUsh,     That 
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there  may  be  no  mistake,  it  is  only  necessary  that  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  original  act,  which  declares  '* such  constitution  shall  provide 
that  the  elective  franchise  shall  be  enjoyed  by  all  such  persons  as  have 
the  qualifications  herein  stated  for  electors  of  delegates.'*  What  class  of 
l^ersons  is  here  meant  clearly  appears  in  the  same  section;  that  is  to  say» 
"the  male  citizens  of  said  State  21  years  old  and  upward,  of  whatever 
race,  color,  or  pre\dous  condition,  who  have  been  resident  in  said  State 
for  one  year  pre\nous  to  the  day  of  such  election/* 

Without  these  provisions  no  constitution  which  can  l>e  framed  in  any 
one  of  the  ten  States  will  he  of  any  avail  with  Congress,  Tliis,  then,  is 
the  test  of  what  the  constitution  of  a  State  of  this  Union  mnst  contain 
to  make  it  republican.  Measured  by  such  a  standard,  how^  few  of  the 
States  now^  composing  the  Union  have  republican  constitutions!  If  in 
the  exercise  of  the  constitutional  guaranty  that  Congress  shall  secure  to 
every  State  a  republican  form  of  government  universal  suffrage  for  blacks 
as  well  as  whites  is  a  sine  qua  noft,  the  work  of  reconstruction  may  as 
w^ell  begin  in  Ohio  as  in  Virginia,  in  Penns\'lvania  as  in  North  Carolina. 

When  I  contemplate  the  millions  of  our  fellow -citizens  of  the  South 
with  no  alternative  left  but  to  impose  upon  themselves  this  fearful  and 
untried  experiment  of  complete  negro  enfranchisement — and  white  dis- 
franchisement, it  may  be,  almost  as  complete— or  submit  indefinitely  to 
the  rigor  of  martial  law,  without  a  single  attribute  of  freemen,  deprived 
of  all  the  sacred  guaranties  of  our  Federal  Constitution,  and  tlireatened 
with  even  w^orse  wrongs,  if  any  worse  are  |xjssible,  it  seems  to  me  their 
condition  is  the  most  deplorable  to  wdiich  any  people  can  be  reduced. 
It  is  true  that  they  have  l^een  engaged  in  rebellion  and  that  their  object 
being  a  separation  of  the  States  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  there  was 
an  obligation  resting  upon  every  loyal  citizen  to  treat  them  as  enemies 
and  to  wage  war  against  their  cause. 

Inflexibly  opposed  to  any  movement  imperiling  the  integrity  of  the 
Government,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  urge  the  adoption  of  all  measures 
necessary  for  the  suppressiou  of  the  insurrection.  After  a  long  and  ter- 
rible struggle  the  efforts  of  the  Government  were  triumphantly  success- 
ful, and  the  people  of  the  South,  submitting  to  the  stem  arbitrament, 
yielded  forever  the  issues  of  the  contest.  Hostilities  terminated  soon 
after  it  became  my  duty  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  the  chief  execu- 
tive officer  of  the  RepubUc,  and  I  at  once  endeavored  to  repress  and  con- 
trol the  passions  which  oiu*  civil  strife  had  engendered,  and,  no  longer 
regarding  these  erring  millions  as  enemies,  again  acknowledged  them  as 
our  friends  and  our  country^men.  The  war  had  accomplished  its  objects. 
The  nation  was  saved  and  that  seminal  priuciple  of  mischief  which  from 
the  birth  of  the  Government  had  gradually  but  inevitably  brought  on  the 
rebellion  was  totally  eradicated.  Then,  it  seemed  to  me,  was  the  aus- 
picious time  to  commence  the  work  of  reconciliation:  then,  when  these 
people  sought  once  more  our  friendship  and  protection,  I  considered 
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It  otir  duty  generously  to  meet  them  in  the  spirit  of  charity  aud  for- 
giveness and  to  conquer  them  even  more  effectually  by  the  magnanim- 
ity of  the  nation  than  by  the  force  of  its  arms,  I  yet  believe  that  if  the 
policy  of  reconciliation  then  inaugurated,  and  which  contemplated  an 
early  restoration  of  these  people  to  all  their  jx>litical  rights,  had  received 
the  support  of  Congress,  every  one  of  these  ten  States  and  all  their  peo- 
ple would  at  this  moment  be  fast  anclioreil  in  the  Union  and  the  great 
work  which  gave  the  war  all  its  sanction  and  made  it  just  and  holy  would 
have  l^een  accomphshed.  Then  over  all  the  vast  and  fruitful  regions 
of  the  South  peace  and  its  blessings  would  have  prevailed,  while  now 
millions  are  deprived  of  rights  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  to  every 
citizen  and  after  nearly  two  years  of  legislation  find  themselves  placed 
under  an  absolute  military  despotism.  "A  military  republic,  a  govern- 
ment founded  on  mock  elections  and  supported  only  by  the  sword/* 
was  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  pronounced  by  Daniel  Webster, 
when  speaking  of  the  South  American  States^  as  **a  movement,  indeed, 
but  a  retrograde  and  disastrous  movement,  from  the  regular  and  old- 
fashioned  monarchical  systems;  '*  and  he  added: 

If  men  would  enjoy  the  hlessings  of  repubhcaii  ^(^overnment,  they  nnist  govern 
themselves  by  reason,  by  mutual  counsel  aud  cousultatioii,  by  a  sense  and  feeling  of 
general  kUereiit,  and  by  the  acquiesceiiee  of  tlie  minority  in  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity»  properly  expressed;  and,  above  iill,  the  military  must  be  kepL,  according  to  the 
language  of  our  bill  of  rights,  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  authority.  Wher- 
ever this  lesson  is  not  both  learned  and  practiced  there  can  be  no  political  freedom. 
Absurd,  preposterous  is  it,  a  scoff  and  a  satire  on  free  fonns  of  constitutional  lit)erty, 
for  frames  of  government  to  be  prescribed  by  militai^^  leaders  and  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  be  exercised  at  the  point  of  the  sword. 

I  confidently  believe  tha*^  a  time  will  come  when  these  States  will  again 
occupy  their  tme  positions  in  the  Union.  The  barriers  which  now  seem 
so  obstinate  mnst  yield  to  the  force  of  an  enlightened  and  just  public 
opinion,  and  sooner  or  later  unconstittitional  and  oppressive  legislation 
will  be  effaced  from  our  statute  books.  When  this  shall  have  been  con- 
summated, I  pray  God  that  the  errors  of  the  past  may  be  forgotten  and 
that  once  more  we  shall  be  a  happy,  united,  and  prosperous  people,  and  that 
at  last,  after  the  bitter  and  eventful  experience  through  which  the  nation 
has  passed,  we  shall  all  come  to  know  that  our  only  safety  is  in  the  pres- 
er\^atiou  of  our  Federal  Constitution  and  in  according  to  every  American 
citizen  and  to  ever>^  State  the  rights  which  that  Constittition  secures. 

ANDRKW  JOHNSON. 


I 


I 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  lo,  iS6jy^ 
The  first  session  of  the  Fortieth  Congress  adjonnied  on  the  jotli  day  of 
March.  1867,     This  bill,!  w^hich  was  passed  during  that  session,  was  not 

t  Pocket  veto.    Wm  never  sent  to  Congress,  but  was  deftositcd  in  the  Department  of  Stale. 
t"J(Jtnt  resolutloa  pliiclng  certoiii  irDops  of  Missouri  ou  an  equal  footiu^f  with  others  us  to 
bounties." 
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presented  for  my  approval  by  the  Hon.  Edmund  G.  Ross,  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  until 
Monday,  the  ist  day  of  April,  1867,  two  days  after  the  adjournment.  It 
is  not  believed  that  the  approval  of  any  bill  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, whether  presented  before  or  after  such  adjournment,  is  authorized  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  instrument  expressly  declaring 
that  no  bill  shall  become  a  law  the  return  of  which  may  have  been  pre- 
vented by  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  To  concede  that  under  the  Con- 
stitution the  President,  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  may,  without 
limitation  in  respect  to  time,  exercise  the  power  of  approval,  and  thus 
determine  at  his  discretion  whether  or  not  bills  shall  become  laws,  might 
subject  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  Government  to 
influences  most  pernicious  to  correct  legislation  and  sound  public  morals, 
and — with  a  single  exception,  occurring  during  the  prevalence  of  civil 
war — ^would  be  contrary  to  the  established  practice  of  the  Government 
from  its  inauguration  to  the  present  time.  This  bill  will  therefore  be 
filed  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  of  State  without  my  approval. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C.,/«/v  /p,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  return  herewith  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  pro\4de  for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel 
States,*  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1867,  and  the  act  supplementary 
thereto,  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  March,  1867,''  and  will  state  as  briefly 
as  possible  some  of  the  reasons  which  prevent  me  from  giving  it  my 
approval. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  measures  passed  by  Congress  during  the  last 
four  months  on  the  subject  of  reconstruction.  The  message  returning 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last'States  at  length  my  objections  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  measure.  They  apply  equally  well  to  the  bill  now  before 
me,  and  I  am  content  merely  to  refer  to  them  and  to  reiterate  my  convic- 
tion that  they  are  sound  and  unanswerable. 

There  are  some  points  peculiar  to  this  bill,  which  I  will  proceed  at  once 
to  consider. 

The  first  section  purports  to  declare  **the  true  intent  and  meaning," 
in  some  particulars,  of  the  two  prior  acts  upon  this  subject. 

It  is  declared  that  the  intent  of  those  acts  was,  first,  that  the  existing 
governments  in  the  ten  "rebel  States*'  "were  not  legal  State  govern- 
ments/' and,  second,  "that  thereafter  said  governments,  if  continued, 
were  to  be  continued  subject  in  all  respects  to  the  military  commanders 
of  the  respective  districts  and  to  the  paramount  authority  of  Congress." 

Congress  may  by  a  declarator\*  act  fix  upon  a  prior  act  a  construction 
altogether  at  variance  w4th  its  apparent  meaning,  and  from  the  time,  at 
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least,  wheo  such  a  construction  is  fixed  the  origiual  act  will  be  construed 
to  mean  exactly  what  it  is  stated  to  mean  by  the  declaratory  statute. 
There  will  lie,  then,  from  tlie  time  this  bill  may  become  a  law^  no  doubt, 
no  question,  as  to  the  relation  in  which  the  "existing  governments**  in 
those  States,  called  in  the  original  act  ' '  the  provisional  governments, ' ' 
stand  toward  the  military  authority.  As  those  relations  stood  before 
the  declaratory  act,  these  "governments/'  it  is  true,  were  made  subject 
to  absolute  militar>*  authority  in  many  important  resjKrcts,  but  not  in  all, 
the  language  of  the  act  being  "subject  to  the  nuHtary  authority  of  the 
United  States,  as  hereinafter  prescribed,"  By  the  sixth  section  of  the 
original  act  these  goveninients  were  made  "in  all  respects  subject  to 
the  paramount  authority  of  the  United  States." 

Now^  b>'  this  declarator>'  act  it  appears  that  Congress  did  not  by  the 
original  act  intend  to  limit  the  military  authority  to  any  particulars  or 
subjects  therein  "prescribed,"  but  meant  to  make  it  universal.  Thus 
over  all  of  these  ten  States  this  military  government  is  now  declared  to 
have  unlimited  authority.  It  is  no  longer  confined  to  the  presentation 
of  the  public  peace,  the  administration  of  criminal  law,  the  registration 
of  voters,  and  the  superintendence  of  elections,  but  * '  in  all  respects' '  is 
asserted  to  l>e  paramount  to  the  existing  civil  goveniments. 

It  Ls  impossible  to  conceive  any  state  of  society  more  intolerable  than 
this;  and  yet  it  is  to  this  condition  that  12,000,000  American  citizens 
are  reduced  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Over  every  foot  of 
the  immense  territory  occupied  by  these  American  citizens  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  theoretically  in  full  operation.  It  binds  all 
the  people  there  and  should  protect  them;  yet  they  are  denied  ever>^  one 
of  its  sacred  guaranties. 

Of  what  avail  will  it  be  to  any  one  of  these  Southern  people  w^hen 
seized  by  a  file  of  stjldiers  to  ask  for  the  cause  of  arrest  or  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  warrant?  Of  what  avail  to  ask  for  the  privilege  of  Ijail 
when  in  railitar>^  custody,  which  knows  no  such  thing  as  bail?  Of  what 
avail  to  demand  a  trial  l>y  jury,  process  for  witnesses,  a  copy  of  the 
indictment,  the  privilege  of  counsel,  or  that  greater  privilege,  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  f 

The  veto  of  the  original  bill  of  the  2d  of  March  was  based  on  two  dis- 
tinct grounds— the  interference  of  Congress  ui  matters  strictly  appertain- 
ing to  the  reserv^ed  powers  of  the  States  and  the  establishment  of  niilitary 
tribunals  for  the  trial  of  citizens  in  time  of  peace.  The  impartial  reader 
of  that  message  wHll  understand  that  all  that  it  contains  with  respect  to 
military  €les|X)tism  and  martial  law  has  reference  especially  to  the  fearful 
powder  conferred  on  the  district  commanders  to  displace  the  criminal 
coiuts  and  assume  jurisdiction  to  try  and  to  punish  by  niilitary  boards; 
that,  potentially,  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  was  martial  law  and 
military  despotism.  The  act  now  before  me  not  only  declares  that  the 
intent  was  to  confer  such  military  authority,  but  also  to  confer  unHmited 


538 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


military  aiitliority  over  all  the  other  courts  of  the  State  and  over  all  the 
officers  of  the  State— legislative ,  executive,  and  judicial .  Not  conteut  with 
the  general  grant  of  power,  Congress,  in  the  second  section  of  this  bill, 
specifically  gives  to  each  military  comniander  the  power  '  *  to  suspend  or 
remove  from  office,  or  from  the  [>erformauce  of  official  duties  and  the 
exercise  of  official  powers,  any  officer  or  person  holding  or  exercising,  or 
professing  to  hold  or  exercise,  any  civil  or  military  office  or  duty  in  such 
divSlrict  under  any  power,  election,  appointment,  or  authority  derived 
from,  or  granted  b\%  or  claimed  under  any  so-called  State,  or  the  gov- 
ernment thereof,  or  any  municipal  or  other  division  thereof.** 

A  power  that  hitherto  all  the  departments  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  acting  in  concert  or  separate! ^^  have  not  dared  to  exercise  is  here 
attempted  to  be  conferred  on  a  subordinate  military  officer.  To  him,  as  a 
military  officer  of  the  Federal  Government,  is  given  the  power,  supported 
by  **a  sufficient  military  force/'  to  remove  ever>'  ci\dl  officer  of  the  State, 
What  next  ?  The  district  commander,  who  has  thus  displaced  the  civil 
officer,  is  authorized  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  the  detail  of  an  officer  or  sol- 
dier of  the  Army,  or  by  the  apixjintment  of  '*  some  other  person.'* 

This  military  appointee,  whether  an  officer,  a  soldier,  or  '  *  some  other 
person/ '  is  to  perform  * '  the  duties  of  such  officer  or  person  so  suspended 
or  removed."  In  other  words,  an  officer  or  soldier  of  the  Army  is  thus 
transformed  into  a  civil  officer.  He  may  be  made  a  governor,  a  legislator, 
or  a  judge.  However  unfit  he  may  deem  himself  for  such  civil  duties, 
he  must  ol>ey  the  order.  The  officer  of  the  Army  must,  if  * '  detailed,*'  go 
upon  the  supreme  bench  of  the  State  with  the  same  prompt  obedience  as 
if  he  were  detailed  to  go  upon  a  court-nmrtiah  The  soldier,  if  detailed  to 
act  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  must  obey  as  qnickl}-  as  if  he  were  detailed 
for  picket  duty. 

What  is  the  character  of  such  a  militar>^  civil  officer?  This  bill  declares 
that  he  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  civil  office  to  which  he  is  detailed. 
It  is  clear,  however,  that  he  does  not  lose  Ills  position  in  the  military 
service.  He  is  still  an  officer  or  soldier  of  the  Army:  he  is  still  subject 
to  the  rules  atid  regulations  which  govern  it,  and  nmst  yield  due  defer- 
ence, respect,  and  ol>edience  toward  his  superiors. 

The  clear  intent  of  this  section  is  that  the  officer  or  soldier  detailed  to 
fill  a  civil  office  must  execute  its  duties  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State. 
If  he  is  appointed  a  governor  of  a  State,  he  is  to  execute  the  duties  as 
provided  by  the  laws  of  that  State,  and  for  the  time  l^ing  his  militar>' 
character  is  to  be  suspended  in  his  new  civil  capacity.  If  he  is  appointed 
a  State  treasurer,  he  must  at  once  assume  the  custody  and  disbursement 
of  tbe  funds  of  the  State,  and  must  perform  those  duties  precisely  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  State,  for  he  is  intrusted  with  no  other  official  duty 
or  other  official  power.  Holding  the  office  of  treasurer  and  intrusted 
with  funds,  it  happens  that  he  is  required  by  the  State  laws  to  enter  into 
bond  with  security  and  to  take  an  oath  of  office;  yet  from  the  beginning 
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of  tlie  bill  to  tht^  etid  there  is  no  provision  for  any  bond  or  oath  of  office, 
or  for  any  single  qtialification  required  under  the  State  law,  ^uch  as  resi- 
dence»  citizenship,  or  anything  else.  The  onl5^  oath  is  that  provided  for 
in  the  nintli  section,  by  the  terms  of  which  e%'er>'one  detailed  or  appointed 
to  any  civil  office  in  the  State  is  required  "tu  take  and  to  sul>scribe  the 
oath  of  office  prescribed  by  law^  for  officers  of  the  United  States. ' '  Thus 
an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  detailed  to  fdl  a  civil  office  in 
one  of  these  States  gives  no  official  hond  and  takes  no  official  oath  for  the 
performance  of  his  new  duties,  but  as  a  civil  officer  of  the  State  only 
takes  the  same  oath  which  he  had  already  taken  as  a  militaiy  officer 
of  the  United  States.  He  is,  at  last,  a  military  officer  performing  civil 
duties,  and  the  authority  under  which  he  acts  is  Federal  authority  only; 
and  the  inevitable  result  is  that  the  Federal  Government,  by  the  agency 
of  its  own  sworn  officers,  in  effect  assumes  the  civil  government  of  the 
State. 

A  singular  contradiction  is  apparent  here.  Congress  declares  these 
local  State  governments  to  Ijc  illegal  governments,  and  then  provides 
that  these  illegal  governments  shall  be  carried  on  by  Federal  officers, 
who  are  to  perform  tlie  \ery  duties  imp<i>sed  on  its  own  officers  by  this 
illegal  State  authority.  It  certainly  would  be  a  novel  spectacle  if  Con- 
gress should  attempt  to  carry  on  a  le^ai  State  government  by  the  agency 
of  its  own  officers.  It  is  yet  more  strange  that  Congress  attempts  to 
sustain  and  carry  on  an  illegal  State  government  by  the  same  Federal 
agency. 

In  this  connection  I  must  call  attention  to  the  tenth  and  eleventh  sec- 
tions of  the  bill,  which  provide  that  none  of  the  officers  or  appointees  of 
these  mihtary  conmtanders  '  *  shall  l>e  lx)und  in  his  action  by  any  opinion 
of  any  dvil  officer  of  the  United  States/'  and  that  all  the  provisions  of 
the  act  ** shall  be  construed  liberally,  to  the  end  that  all  the  intents 
thereof  may  be  fully  and  perfectly  carried  out/' 

It  seems  Congress  supposed  that  tliis  bill  might  require  construction, 
and  they  fix,  therefore,  the  rule  to  !>e  applied.  But  where  is  the  con- 
struction to  come  from?  Certainly  no  one  can  be  more  in  want  of 
instruction  than  a  soldier  or  an  f)fficer  of  the  Army  detailed  for  a  civil 
semce,  i>erhaps  the  most  imfwrtant  in  a  State,  w^ith  the  duties  of  w^hich 
he  is  altogether  unfamiliar.  This  bill  says  he  shall  not  be  bound  in  his 
action  by  the  opinion  of  any  civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  The  duties 
of  the  office  are  altogether  civil,  but  when  he  asks  for  an  opinion  he  can 
only  ask  the  opinion  of  another  military  officer,  who,  jx^rhaps,  under- 
stands as  little  of  his  duties  as  he  dcjes  himself;  and  as  to  his  "action," 
he  is  answerable  to  the  military  authority,  and  to  the  military  authority 
alone.  Strictly,  :io  opinion  of  any  civil  officer  other  than  a  judge  has  a 
binding  force. 

But  these  military  appointees  w^ould  not  be  bound  even  by  a  judicial 
opinion.    They  might  very  w^ell  say,  even  w^hen  their  action  is  in  conflict 
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with  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  *  *  That  court  is  composed 
of  civil  officers  of  the  Iluited  States,  and  we  are  uot  txjund  to  coiifomi 
our  action  to  auy  opinion  of  any  such  authority/' 

This  bill  and  the  acts  to  which  it  is  supplementary  are  all  founded 
upon  the  assumption  that  these  ten  commimities  are  not  States  and  that 
their  existing  governments  are  not  legal.  Throughout  the  legislation 
upon  this  subject  they  are  called  "rebel  States/'  and  in  this  particular 
bill  they  are  denoniinated  "so-called  States,"  and  the  vice  of  illegality 
is  declared  to  jiervade  all  of  them.  The  obligations  of  consistency  bmd 
a  legislative  body  as  well  as  the  individuals  who  compose  it.  It  is  now 
toci  late  to  say  that  these  ten  political  communities  are  not  States  of 
this  Union.  Declarations  to  the  contrary  made  in  these  three  acts  are 
contradicted  again  and  again  by  repeated  acts  of  legislation  enacted  by 
Congress  from  the  year  i86r  to  the  year  1867. 

During  that  period,  while  these  States  were  in  acttial  rebellion,  and 
after  that  relxfllion  was  brought  to  a  close,  they  have  been  again  and 
again  recognized  as  States  of  the  Union.  Representation  has  been  ax>- 
portioned  to  them  as  States.  They  have  been  divided  into  judicial  dis- 
tricts for  the  holding  of  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
as  States  of  the  Union  only  can  lie  districted.  The  last  act  on  this  sub- 
ject was  passed  July  23,  1866,  by  wliich  every  one  of  these  ten  States  was 
arranged  into  districts  and  circuits. 

They  liave  been  called  \v^y\\  by  Congress  to  act  through  their  legisla- 
tures upon  at  least  two  amendnietits  to  the  Constitnlion  of  the  United 
States.  As  States  they  have  ratified  one  amendment,  which  required  the 
vote  of  twenty-seven  States  of  the  thirty -six  then  composing  the  Union. 
When  the  requisite  twenty-seven  votes  were  given  in  favor  of  that  amend- 
ment— seven  of  which  votes  were  given  by  seven  of  these  ten  States — it 
was  proclaimed  to  be  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
slavery  was  declared  no  longer  to  exist  within  the  United  States  or  any 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction.  If  these  seven  States  were  not  legal 
States  of  the  Union,  it  follows  as  an  inevitable  consequence  that  in  some^ 
of  the  States  slavery  yet  exists.  It  does  not  exist  in  these  seven  States, 
for  they  have  abolished  it  also  in  their  State  constitutions;  but  Kentucky 
not  having  done  so,  it  would  still  remain  in  that  State.  But,  in  truth, 
if  this  assumption  that  these  States  have  no  legal  State  governments  be 
true,  then  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  these  illegal  governments  binds  no 
one,  for  Congress  now  denies  to  these  States  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  , 
by  denying  to  them  the  power  to  elect  a  legal  State  legislature,  or  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  any  purpose,  even  for  such  a  purpose  as  the  abolition  of 
slavery. 

As  to  the  other  constitutional  amendment,  having  reference  to  suffrage, 
it  happens  that  these  States  have  not  accepted  it»  The  consequence  is 
that  it  has  never  been  proclaimed  or  understood,  even  by  Congress,  to  be 
a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.    The  Senate  of  the  United 
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States  has  repeatedly  given  its  sanction  to  the  appointment  of  judges,  dis- 
trict attorneys,  and  marshals  for  every  one  of  these  States;  yet,  if  they  are 
not  legal  States,  not  one  of  these  judges  is  authorized  to  hold  a  court. 
So,  too,  lx>th  Houses  of  Congress  have  passed  appropriation  bills  to  pay 
all  these  judges,  attorneys,  and  officers  of  the  United  States  for  exercising 
their  functions  in  these  States,  Again,  in  the  macliiner>''  of  the  internal- 
revenue  laws  all  these  States  are  districted,  not  as  '*  Territories."  but  as 
'*  States." 

So  much  for  continuous  legislative  recognition*  The  instances  cited, 
however,  fall  far  short  of  all  that  might  be  enumerated.  Executive  rec- 
ognition, as  is  well  known,  has  !>eeu  frequent  and  unwavering.  The  same 
maybe  said  as  to  judicial  recognition  through  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  That  august  tribunal,  from  first  to  last,  in  the  adniinis-- 
tration  of  its  duties  in  bane  and  upon  the  circuit,  has  never  failed  to  rec- 
ognize these  ten  communities  as  legal  States  of  the  Union.  The  cases 
depending  in  that  court  u|^>on  appeal  and  WTit  of  eiTor  from  these  States 
when  the  rebellion  liegan  have  not  been  dismissed  upon  any  idea  of  the 
cessation  of  jurisdiction.  They  were  carefully  continued  from  term  to 
term  until  the  rcl>ellion  was  entirely  subdued  and  peace  reestablished,  and 
then  the\'  were  called  for  argument  and  consideration  as  if  no  insurrection 
had  inter\"ened.  New  cases,  occurring  since  the  rebellion,  have  come 
from  these  States  before  tliat  court  by  writ  of  error  and  appeal,  and  even 
liy  original  suit,  where  only  ' '  a  State ' '  can  bring  such  a  suit.  These  cases 
are  entertained  by  that  tribunal  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowledged  juris- 
diction, which  could  not  attach  to  them  if  they  had  come  from  any  political 
body  other  than  a  State  of  the  Union.  Finally,  in  the  allotment  of  their 
circuits  made  by  the  judges  at  the  December  term,  1865,  every  one  of  these 
States  is  put  on  the  same  footing  of  legality  with  all  the  other  States  of  the 
Union.  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  being  a  part  of  the  fourth  circuit, 
are  allotted  to  the  Chief  Justice.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Florida  constitute  the  fifth  circuit,  and  are  allotted  to  the 
late  Mr.  Justice  Wayne.  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas  are  allotted  to 
the  sixth  judicial  circuit »  as  to  which  there  is  a  vacancy  on  the  bench. 

The  Chief  Justice,  in  the  exercise  of  his  circuit  duties,  has  recently 
held  a  circuit  court  in  the  vState  of  North  Carolina.  If  North  Carolina 
is  not  a  State  of  this  Union,  the  Chief  Justice  had  no  authority  to  hold  a 
court  there,  and  every  order,  judgment,  and  decree  rendered  by  him  in 
that  court  were  coram  noyi  judke  and  void. 

Another  ground  on  which  these  reconstruction  acts  are  attempted  to 
be  sustained  is  this:  That  these  ten  States  are  conquered  territory;  that 
the  constitutional  relation  in  whicli  they  stood  as  States  toward  the  Fed- 
eral Goveniment  prior  to  the  rebellion  has  given  place  to  a  new  relation; 
that  their  territory  is  a  conquered  country  and  their  citi/^eus  a  conquered^ 
people,  and  that  in  this  new  relation  Congress  can  govern  them  by  mi^ 
tary  power* 
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A  title  by  conquest  stands  on  clear  ^ound:  it  is  a  new  title  acquired  by 
war;  it  applies  only  to  territon';  for  goods  or  movable  things  regularly 
captured  in  war  are  called  "booty/'  or,  if  taken  by  individual  soldiers, 
**  plunder.'* 

There  is  not  a  foot  of  the  land  in  anyone  of  these  ten  States  "which  the 
United  States  holds  by  conquest,  save  only  such  laud  as  did  not  belong 
to  either  of  these  States  or  to  any  iudi%'idual  owner,  I  mean  such  lands 
as  did  belong  to  the  pretended  government  called  the  Confederate  States,  i 
These  lands  we  may  claim  to  hold  by  conquest.  As  to  all  other  land  < 
territor>^  whether  belonging  to  the  States  or  to  individuals,  the  Federal 
Government  has  now  no  more  title  or  right  to  it  than  it  had  before  the 
rebellion.  Our  own  forts,  arsenals,  navy-yards,  custom- houses,  and  other 
Federal  property  situate  iu  those  States  we  now  hold,  not  by  tlie  title  of 
conquest,  but  by  our  old  title,  acquired  by  purchase  or  condemnation 
public  use,  w^ith  conipensatiou  to  former  owners.  We  have  not  conque 
these  places,  but  have  simply  "repossessed"  them. 

If  w^e  require  more  sites  for  forts,  custom-houses,  or  other  pubHc  use, ' 
we  must  acquire  the  title  to  them  by  purchase  or  appropriation  in  the  reg- 
ular mode.  At  this  moment  the  United  States,  in  the  acquisition  of  sites 
for  national  cemeteries  in  these  States,  acquires  title  in  the  same  w^ay. 
The  Federal  courts  sit  iu  court-houses  owned  or  leased  by  the  United 
States,  not  in  the  court-houses  of  the  States.  The  United  States  pays 
each  of  these  States  for  the  use  of  its  jails.  Finally,  tlie  United  States 
levies  its  direct  taxes  and  its  internal  revenue  upon  the  property  in  these 
States,  including  the  productions  of  the  lands  within  their  territorial  lim- 
its, not  by  way  of  levy  and  contribution  in  tlie  character  of  a  conqueror, 
but  in  tlie  regular  w^ay  of  taxation,  under  the  same  laws  which  apply  to  ^ 
all  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

From  first  to  last,  during  the  rebellion  and  since,  the  title  of  each  of 
these  States  to  the  lands  and  public  buildings  owned  by  them  has  never 
been  disturbed,  and  not  a  foot  of  it  has  ever  been  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  even  under  a  title  by  confiscation,  and  not  a  foot  of  it  has  ever  1 
taxed  under  Federal  law. 

Iu  conclusion  I  must  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
consideration  of  one  more  question  arising  under  this  bill.  It  vests  in 
the  military  commander,  subject  only  to  the  approval  of  the  General  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  an  unlimited  power  to  remove  from  office  any 
civil  or  military  officer  in  each  of  these  ten  States,  and  the  further  power,^ 
subject  to  the  same  approval,  to  detail  or  appoint  any  military  officer  < 
soldier  of  the  United  States  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  officer  so  rerao\ned, 
and  to  fill  all  vacancies  occurring  in  thase  States  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise. 

The  militar>*  appointee  thus  required  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  civil 

office  according  to  the  laws  of  the  vState,  and.  as  such,  required  to  take 

oath,  is  for  the  time  being  a  civil  officer,     What  is  his  character?     Is 
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he  a  civil  officer  of  the  State  or  a  civil  officer  of  tlie  United  States?  If 
he  is  a  civil  officer  of  the  State»  where  is  the  Federal  power  tmder  otir 
Constitution  which  authorizes  his  appointment  hy  any  Federal  officer? 
If,  Ixowever,  he  is  to  he  considered  a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  as 
his  appointment  and  oath  would  seem  to  indicate,  where  is  the  author  it}' 
for  his  appointment  vested  by  the  Constitution?  The  power  of  appoint- 
ment of  all  officers  of  the  United  States,  civil  or  military,  where  not  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Constitution,  is  vested  in  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  w^th  this  exception,  that  Congress 
**  may  b>'  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think 
proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
Departments. ' '  But  this  bill,  if  these  are  to  be  considered  inferior  officers 
wnthin  the  meaning:  of  the  Constitution,  does  not  provide  for  their  appoint- 
ment by  the  President  alone,  or  by  the  courts  of  law,  or  by  the  heads  of 
Departments,  but  vests  the  appointment  In  one  subordinate  executive 
officer,  subject  to  the  approval  of  another  subordinate  executive  officer. 
So  that,  if  we  put  this  question  and  fix  the  character  of  this  mihtary 
ap|>t:iintee  either  w^ay,  this  provision  of  the  bill  is  equally  opposed  to  the 
Constitution, 

Take  the  case  of  a  soldier  or  officer  appointed  to  perform  the  office  of 
jud>,re  in  one  of  these  States,  and,  as  such,  to  administer  the  proper  laws 
of  the  State,  Where  is  the  authority  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  for 
vesting  in  a  military  or  an  executive  officer  strict  judicial  functions  to  be 
exercised  under  vState  law?  It  has  been  again  and  again  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  that  acts  of  Congress  which  have 
attempted  to  vest  executive  powers  in  Xh^  judicial  courts  or  judges  of  the 
United  States  are  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution,  If  Congress  can 
not  clothe  a  judge  W'ith  merely  executive  duties,  how  can  they  clothe 
an  tifficer  or  soldier  of  the  Army  with  judicial  duties  over  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  are  not  in  the  tuilitar}-  or  naval  sendee?  So,  too,  it 
has  been  repeatedly  decided  that  Congress  can  not  require  a  State  officer, 
executive  or  judicial,  to  perform  any  duty  enjoined  upon  him  by  a  law 
of  the  Uiuted  States.  How,  then,  can  Congress  confer  power  upon  an 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States  to  perform  such  duties  in  a  State? 
If  Congress  could  not  vest  in  a  judge  of  one  of  these  States  any  judicial 
authority  under  the  United  States  by  direct  enactment,  how  can  it  accom- 
plish the  same  thing  indirectly,  by  removing  the  State  judge  and  putting 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  in  his  place? 

To  me  these  considerations  are  conclusive  of  the  unconstitutionality  of 
this  part  of  the  bill  now  before  nie,  and  I  earnestly  commend  their  con- 
sideration to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  Congress. 

Within  a  period  less  than  a  year  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  at- 
tempted to  strip  the  executive  department  of  the  Government  of  some 
of  its  essential  powers.  The  Constitution  and  the  oath  provided  in  it 
devolve  upon  the  President  the  power  and  duty  to  see  that  the  laws  are 
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faitlifiiUy  executed.  The  Constitution,  in  order  to  carry  out  this  power, 
gives  him  the  choice  of  the  agents,  and  makes  them  subject  to  his  con- 
trol and  supervision.  But  in  the  execution  of  these  laws  the  ^*  i-  ^ 
tional  obligation  upon  the  President  remains,  but  the  power  to  <.  e 
that  constitutional  duty  is  effectually  taken  away.  The  military  com- 
mander is  as  to  the  ]x>wer  of  appointment  made  to  take  the  place  of 
the  President,  and  the  General  of  the  Array  the  place  of  the  Senate;  and 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  President  to  assert  his  own  constitutional 
power  may,  under  pretense  of  law,  be  met  by  official  insulx)rdi nation. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  these  military  officers,  looking  to  the  authority 
given  by  these  laws  rather  than  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution^will  rec- 
ognij^e  no  authority  but  the  commander  of  the  district  and  the  General 
of  the  Army. 

If  there  were  no  other  objection  than  this  to  tliis  proposed  legislation, 
it  would  be  sufficient.  Whilst  I  hold  the  chief  executi\*e  authority  of 
the  United  States,  whilst  the  obligation  rests  upon  me  to  sec  that  all  the 
laws  are  faithfully  executed*  I  can  ne\*er  wilUngly  surrender  that  trust  or 
the  powers  given  for  its  execution.  I  can  never  give  my  assent  to  be 
made  responsible  for  the  faithful  execution  of  laws,  and  at  the  same  time 
surrender  that  trust  and  the  powers  which  accompany  it  to  any  oth^ 
executive  officer,  high  or  low,  or  to  any  ninnber  of  executive  officers.  If 
this  executive  trust,  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  President,  is  to 
be  taken  from  him  and  vested  in  a  subordinate  officer,  the  responsibility 
will  1»e  with  Cougress  in  clothiug  the  sul>ordinate  with  unconstitutional 
power  and  with  the  officer  who  assumes  its  exercise. 

This  interference  with  the  constitutional  authority  of  the  executive 
department  is  an  e\Hl  that  will  iTievitalily  siip  the  foundations  of  our  fed- 
eral system;  but  it  is  nut  the  worst  tt\\\  of  this  legislation.  It  is  a  great 
public  wrong  to  take  from  the  President  powers  conferred  on  him  atone 
by  the  Constitution,  but  the  wTong  is  more  flagrant  and  more  dangerous 
when  the  powers  so  taken  from  the  President  are  conferred  upon  sub- 
ordinate executive  officers,  and  especially  upon  military  officers.  Over 
nearly  one-third  of  the  States  of  the  I'nion  military  power,  regulated  by 
no  fixed  law,  rules  supreme.  Each  one  of  the  five  district  commanders, 
though  not  chosen  by  the  people  or  responsible  to  them,  exercises  at  this 
hour  more  executive  power,  military  and  civil,  than  the  j^eople  have  ever 
been  willing  to  confer  upon  the  head  of  the  executive  department.  thr>ugh 
chosen  by  and  responsible  to  themselves.  The  remedy  must  come  from 
the  people  themselves.  They  know  what  it  is  and  ho\A'  it  is  to  l)e  applied, 
At  the  present  time  they  can  not,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Consti- 
tution, repeal  these  laws;  they  can  not  remove  or  control  this  military 
despotism.  The  remedy  is,  nevertheless,  in  their  hands;  it  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Ivallot.and  is  a  sure  one  if  not  controlled  by  fraud,  ov'erav^ed  by 
arbitrar)'  power,  or.  from  apathy  on  their  part,  too  long  delayed-  With 
abiding  confidence  in  their  patriotism.  wiiidDm,  and  integrity,  I  am  stiU 
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hopeful  of  the  future,  and  that  in  the  end  the  rod  of  despotism  will  be 
broken,  the  armed  heel  of  power  lifted  from  the  necks  of  the  people,  and 
the  principles  of  a  violated  Constitution  preserved. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C.July  ig,  186 j. 
To  the  House  of  Represejitatives: 

For  reasons  heretofore  stated  in  my  several  veto  messages  to  Congress 
upon  the  subject  of  reconstruction,  I  return  without  my  approval  the 
'  *  Joint  resolution  to  carry  into  effect  the  several  acts  providing  for  the 
more  efl5cient  government  of  the  rebel  States,"  and  appropriating  for 
that  purpose  the  sum  of  $1 ,000,000.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  the  Presidknt  of  the  United  States. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the  executive  power 
is  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  who  is  bound 
by  solemn  oath  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  President  and  to  the 
best  of  his  ability  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  is  by  the  same  instrument  made  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  and  is  required  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  and 

Whereas  by  the  same  Constitution  it  is  provided  that  the  said  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursu- 
ance thereof  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in 
every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby;  and 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  same  Constitution  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  is  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court  and  in  such  inferior  courts 
as  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish,  and  the  afore- 
said judicial  power  is  declared  to  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
treaties  which  shall  be  made  under  their  authority;  and 

Whereas  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  bound  by  oath  that  they 
will  support  and  defend  the  Constitution  against  all  enemies,  foreign  and 
domestic,  and  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  same;  and 

Whereas  all  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  in 
accepting  their  commissions  under  the  laws  of  Congress  and  the  Rules 
and  Articles  of  War,  incur  an  obligation  to  obser\-e,  obey,  and  follow  such 
directions  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  President  or 
the  General  or  other  superior  officers  set  over  them  according  to  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  war;  and 

Whereas  it  is  provided  by  law  that  whenever,  by  reason  of  unlawful 
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obstructions,  combinations,  or  assemblages  of  persons  or  rebellion  against 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  fjeconie 
impracticable,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
enforce  by  the  ordinar>'  course  of  judicial  proceedings  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  any  State  or  Territory,  the  Executive  in  that  case 
is  authorized  and  required  to  secure  their  faithful  execution  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  land  and  naval  forces;  and 

Whereas  ini])ediments  atid  obstructions,  serious  in  their  character,  have 
recently  \y^^w  interiK)sed  in  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Soutii  Caro- 
lina, hindering  and  preventing  for  a  time  a  pro|>er  enforcement  there  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  judgments  and  decrees  of  a  law- 
ful court  thereof,  in  disregard  of  the  command  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  and 

Whereas  reasonable  and  well-founded  apprehensions  exist  that  such 
ill-advised  and  unlawful  proceetlings  may  be  again  attempted  there  or 
elsewhere: 

Now^  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  Ignited  States,  do 
hereliy  warn  a!l  j^>ersons  against  obstructing  or  liindering  in  any  manner 
whatsoever  the  faithful  execution  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws;  and 
I  do  solennily  enjoin  and  command  all  officers  of  the  Government,  civil 
and  military,  to  render  due  submission  and  obedience  to  said  laws  and 
to  the  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  aud  to 
give  all  the  aid  in  their  power  necessary  to  the  prompt  enforcement  and 
execution  of  such  laws,  decrees,  judgments,  and  processes. 

And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to 
assist  and  sustain  the  courts  aud  other  civil  authorities  of  the  United 
States  in  a  faithful  administration  of  the  laws  thereof  and  in  the  judg- 
ments, decrees,  mandates,  and  processes  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States; 
and  I  call  upon  all  good  and  well-disposed  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
remember  that  ufxin  the  said  Constitution  and  laws,  and  upon  the  judg- 
ments, decrees,  and  processes  of  the  courts  made  in  accordance  with  the 
same,  depend  tlie  protection  of  the  lives,  liberty,  property,  and  happiness 
of  the  people.  And  I  exhort  them  everywhere  to  testify  their  devotion 
to  their  country,  their  pride  in  its  prosperity  and  greatness,  and  their 
detennination  to  uphold  its  free  institutions  by  a  hearty  ccwperation  in 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  sustain  the  authority  of  the  law,  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  to  preserve 
unimpaired  the  integrity  of  the  National  Union. 

lu  testimony  w  hereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be 
affixed  to  these  presents  and  sign  the  same  wnth  my  hand. 
[SKAK.]         Done  at  the  dty  of  Washington,  the  3d  day  of  September, 
ill  tlie  year  1867.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  in  the  month  of  July,  A.  D.  1861,  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, with  extraordinary  unanimity,  solemnly  declared  that  the  war  then 
existing  was  not  waged  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  any  spirit  of 
oppression  nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose 
of  overthrowing  or  interfering  wuth  the  rights  or  estabhshed  institutions 
of  the  States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights 
of  the  several  States  unimpaired,  and  that  as  soon  as  these  objects  should 
be  accomplished  the  war  6ught  to  cease;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  vStates,  on  the  8th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, A.  D.  1863,  and  on  the  26tli  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1864,  did,  with 
the  objects  of  suppressing  the  then  existing  rebellion,  of  inducing  all 
persons  to  return  to  their  loyalty,  and  of  restoring  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  issue  proclamations  offering  anmesty  and  pardon  to  all 
persons  who  had,  directly  or  indirectly,  participated  in  the  then  existing 
reljellion,  except  as  in  those  proclamations  was  specified  and  reser\'ed;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  did  on  the  29th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1865,  issue  a  further  proclamation,  with  the  same  objects  l>efore 
mentioned,  and  to  the  end  that  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  might  be  restored  and  that  peace,  order,  and  freedom 
might  be  established,  and  the  President  did  by  the  said  last- mentioned 
proclamation  proclaim  and  declare  that  he  thereby  granted  to  all  persons 
who  had,  directly  or  indirectly,  participated  in  the  then  existing  rebellion, 
except  as  therein  excepted,  amnesty  and  pardon,  with  restoration  of  all 
rights  of  property,  except  as  to  slaves,  and  except  in  certain  cases  where 
legal  proceedings  had  been  instituted,  but  upon  condition  that  such  per- 
sons should  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  therein  prescribed,  which  oath 
should  be  registered  for  permanent  preservation;  and 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  said  last-mentioned  proclamation  of  the  29th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1865,  fourteen  extensive  classes  of  persons  therein 
specially  described  were  altogether  excepted  and  excluded  from  the  bene- 
fits thereof;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  did,  on  the  2d  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1866,  issue  a  proclamation  declaring  that  the  insurrection 
was  at  an  end  and  was  thenceforth  to  be  so  regarded;  and 

Whereas  there  now  exists  no  organized  armed  resistance  of  misguided 
citizens  or  others  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  the  States  of 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Florida,  and  Texas,  and  the  laws  can 
be  sustained  and  enforced  therein  by  the  proper  civil  authority.  State  or 
Federal,  and  the  people  of  said  States  are  well  and  loyally  disposed,  and 


548 


Messages  an  ft  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


have  confornted,  or,  if  permitted  to  do  so,  will  conform  in  their 
tion  to  the  condition  of  affairs  growing  out  of  the  aniendmeiil  to  I  he 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  slavery  within  the  liuiiLH 
and  jnrisdiction  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  there  no  longer  exists  any  reasonable  ground  to  apjjrehciui 
\dthin  the  States  which  were  in\^lved  in  the  late  rebellion  any  reuewal 
thereof  or  any  unlawful  resistance  by  the  people  of  said  States  to  the  Coa- 
st ilution  and  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  large  standing  armies,  military  occupation,  martial  law,  nitli- 
tary  tribunals,  and  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  kuh^A 
corpus  and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  are  in  time  of  |>eace  dangerous  V 
public  liberty  J  incompatible  with  the  individual  rights  of  the  citizen, 
contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  and  exhaustive 
of  the  national  resoiu-ces,  and  ought  not,  thert;fore,  to  be  sanctiotretl  or 
allowed  except  in  cases  of  actual  necessity  for  repelling  invasion  or  sujj- 
pressing  insurrection  or  rebellion :  and 

Whereas  a  retaliator>^  or  vindictive  policy,  attended  by  unnecessary 
disqualifications,  pains,  penalties,  confiscations,  and  disfranchisements, 
now,  as  always,  could  only  tend  to  hinder  reconciliation  among  the  peo* 
pie  and  national  restoration,  while  it  must  seriously  embarrass,  obstruct, 
and  repress  popular  energies  and  national  industr>^  and  enterprise;  and 

W' hereas  for  these  reasons  it  is  now  decerned  essential  to  the  public 
welfare  and  to  the  more  perfect  restoration  of  constitutional  law  and 
order  that  the  said  last- mentioned  proclamation  so  as  aforesaid  issued  on 
the  29th  day  of  May.  A.  D.  1865,  should  l>e  modified,  v^nd  that  the  full 
and  beneficent  pardon  conceded  thereby  should  be  opened  and  further 
extended  to  a  large  number  of  the  persons  who  by  its  aforesaid  exccp- 
tions  have  been  hitherto  excluded  from  Executive  clemency: 

Now,  therefore,  Ix?  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  ol 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  full  pardon 
described  in  the  said  proclamation  of  the  29th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1^65^ 
shall  henceforth  be  opened  and  extended  to  all  i>ersons  who,  directly 
or  indirectly,  participated  in  the  late  rebelUon,  with  tlic  restoration  of  uU 
privileges,  immunities,  and  rights  of  property,  except  as  to  pro|)erty 
with  regard  to  slaves,  and  except  in  cases  of  legal  proceedings  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  Stales;  but  upon  this  condition,  nevertheless,  that 
ever>^  such  person  who  shall  seek  to  avail  himself  of  this  proclamation 
shall  take  and  subscril>e  the  following  oath  and  shall  cause  the  stmic  to 
l>e  registered  for  pemmnent  preservation  in  the  same  maimer  and  nith 
the  Aame  effect  ;i.s  with  the  <iath  prescribed  in  the  said  proclamation 
of  the  291^^  '^— '  '  *"  ^^  ^     .w,.-    namely: 


I. 


•J' 


iTii),  in  presence  of 


I  will  hencefortli  f- 

^      '    1  Slateit  aad  ibc  Utituti  %A  the  SI11U3  t^ereuutler,  mid  titai  1  will  lu  Uke  nuia- 
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ner  abide  by  and  faitlifully  support  all  laws  and  proclamations  which  have  been 
niade  during  the  late  rebellion  with  reference  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves.  So 
help  nie  God. 

The  following  persons,  and  no  others,  are  excluded  from  the  benefits 
of  this  proclamation  and  of  the  said  proclamation  of  the  29th  day  of 
May,  1865,  namely: 

First.  The  chief  or  pretended  chief  executive  ofiScers,  including  the 
President,  the  Vice-President,  and  all  heads  of  departments  of  the  pre- 
tended Confederate  or  rebel  government,  and  all  who  were  agents  thereof 
in  foreign  states  and  coimtries,  and  all  who  held  or  pretended  to  hold  in 
the  ser\4ce  of  the  said  pretended  Confederate  government  a  military 
rank  or  title  above  the  grade  of  brigadier-general  or  naval  rank  or  title 
alx)ve  that  of  captain,  and  all  who  were  or  pretended  to  be  governors  of 
vStates  while  maintaining,  aiding,  abetting,  or  submitting  to  and  acqui- 
escing in  the  rebellion. 

Second.  All  persons  who  in  any  w^ay  treated  otherwise  than  as  lawful 
prisoners  of  war  persons  who  in  any  capacity  were  employed  or  engaged 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Third.  All  persons  who  at  the  time  they  may  seek  to  obtain  the  bene- 
fits of  this  proclamation  are  actually  in  civil,  military,  or  naval  confine- 
ment or  custody,  or  legally  held  to  bail,  either  before  or  after  conviction, 
and  all  persons  who  were  engaged,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  or  in  any  plot  or  con- 
spiracy in  any  manner  therewith  connected. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  with  my  hand  and 
have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  l)e  hereunto 
affixed. 
[seal.]  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  jtli  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1867,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninety-second. 

By  the  President:  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  it  has  been  ascertained  that  in  the  nineteenth  paragraph 
of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  20th  of 
August,  1866,  declaring  the  insurrection  at  an  end  which  had  theretofore 
existed  in  the  State  of  Texas,  the  pre\4ous  proclamation  of  the  1 3th  of 
June,  1865,  instead  of  that  of  the  2d  day  of  April,  1866,  was  referred  to: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  said  words  "  13th 
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of  June,  1865,'*  are  to  be  regarded  as  erroneous  in  the  paragraph  adverted 
to,  and  that  the  words  "2d  day  of  April,  1866,'*  are  to  be  considered  as 
substituted  therefor. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  catised  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  afiSxed. 
r  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  7th  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1867,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninety-second. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  vSrward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  thk  President  oe  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

In  conformity  with  a  recent  custom  that  may  now  be  regarded  as 
established  on  national  consent  and  approval,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  vStates,  do  hereby  recommend  to  my  fellow-citizens 
that  Thursday,  the  28th  day  of  November  next,  lie  set  apart  and  observed 
throughout  the  Republic  as  a  day  of  national  thanksgiving  and  praise  to 
the  Almi<^lity  Ruler  of  Nations,  with  whom  are  dominion  and  fear,  who 
makcth  peace  in  His  hijj^h  places. 

Resting  and  refraining  from  secular  labors  on  that  daj',  let  us  rever- 
ently and  devoutly  give  thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  mercies 
and  blessings  with  which  He  has  crowned  the  now  clo.sing  year.  Espe- 
cially let  us  remember  that  He  has  covered  our  land  through  all  its 
extent  with  greatly  needed  and  very  abundant  har\'ests;  that  He  has 
caused  industry  to  ]^n)si)er,  not  only  in  our  fields,  but  also  in  our  work- 
shops, in  our  mines,  and  in  our  forests.  He  has  permitted  us  to  multiply 
ships  upon  our  lakes  and  rivers  and  ujion  the  high  seas,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  extend  our  iron  roads  so  far  into  the  secluded  places  of  the  con- 
tinent as  to  guarantee  s]K'edy  overland  intercourse  between  the  two 
oceans.  He  has  inclined  our  hearts  to  turn  awa}'  from  domestic  con- 
tentions and  conunotions  consec[uent  uix)n  a  distracting  and  desolating 
ci\il  war,  and  to  walk  more  and  more  in  the  ancient  ways  of  loyalty, 
conciliation,  and  brotherly  love.  He  has  blessed  the  peaceful  efforts 
with  which  we  have  established  new  and  important  commercial  treaties 
with  foreign  nations,  while  we  have  at  the  same  time  strengthened  our 
national  defenses  and  greatly  enlarged  our  national  borders. 

While  thus  rendering  the  unanimous  and  heartfelt  tribute  of  national 
praise  and  thanksgiving  which  is  so  justly  due  to  Almighty  God,  let  us 
not  fail  to  implore  Him  that  the  same  divine  protection  and  care  which 
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we  have  hitherto  so  undeservedly  and  yet  so  constantly  enjoyed  may 
be  continued  to  our  country  and  our  people  throughout  all  their  genera- 
tions forever. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  afiSxed. 
fsFAL  1         I^^e  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  26th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1867,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
ninety-second. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

General  Orders,  No.  id. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  March  11 ,  i86j. 

II.  In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel  States,"  the  President 
directs  the  following  assignments  to  be  made: 

First  District,  State  of  Virginia,  to  be  commanded  by  Brevet  Major- 
General  J.  M.  Schofield.     Headquarters,  Richmond,  Va. 

Second  District,  consisting  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  to  be 
commanded  by  Major-General  D.  E.  Sickles.  Headquarters,  Columbia, 
S.C. 

Third  District,  consisting  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Ala- 
bama, to  be  commanded  by  Major-General  G.  H.  Thomas.  Headquar- 
ters, Montgomery,  Ala. 

Fourth  District,  consisting  of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Arkansas, 
to  be  commanded  by  Brevet  Major-General  E.  O.  C.  Ord.  Headquarters, 
Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Fifth  District,  consisting  of  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  to 
l3e  commanded  by  Major-General  P.  H.  Sheridan.  Headquarters,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

The  powers  of  departmental  commanders  are  hereby  delegated  to  the 
above-named  district  commanders. 

By  command  of  General  Grant: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Ad/ntant- Genera/. 
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GiiNUK^KL  Orhers,  No.  i8. 

Headquarters  of  thk  Army, 

Adjutant-Gknkral*s  Offick, 

Washinglon,  March  rj,  iS6j. 

The  President  directs  that  the  following  change  be  made,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Major- General  Thomas,  in  the  assignment  atmounced  in  General 
Orders.  No.  ro,  of  March  1 1 ;  1867,  of  commanders  of  ttistricts,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient  gov- 
eniment  of  tlje  re]>el  States,"  and  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland » 
created  in  General  Orders,  No.  14,  of  March  12,  1867: 

Brevet  Major- General  John  Pope  to  conmiand  tlie  Third  District,  con* 
sisting  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama;  and  Major-Gen- 
eral  George  H.  Thomas  to  command  the  Department  of  the  Cuml»erland* 


By  command  of  General  Grant: 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  AdJutant-GcnemL 


War  Department. 

Adjittant-General's  Offick, 

Washington ,  June  20,  t86j. 

Whereas  several  commanders  of  mihtary  districts  created  by  the  acts 
of  Congress  known  as  the  reconstruction  acts  have  expressed  doubts  as 
to  the  proper  construction  thereof  and  in  respect  to  some  of  their  iiowers 
and  duties  under  said  acts,  and  have  applied  to  the  Executii^  for  lufor- 
mation  in  relation  thereto;  and 

Whereas  the  said  acts  of  Congress  have  been  referred  to  the  Attorney- 
General  for  his  opinion  thereon,  and  the  said  acts  and  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  have  l>een  fully  and  carefully  considered  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  conference  with  the  heads  of  the  respective  Departments: 

The  President  accepts  the  following  as  a  practical  interpretation  of  the 
aforesaid  acts  of  Congress  on  the  pohits  therein  presented^  and  directs 
the  same  to  l>e  transmitted  to  the  resi>ective  military-  comm;mders  for 
their  information,  in  order  that  there  may  be  imiformity  in  the  execution 
of  said  acts: 

1.  The  oath  prescribed  in  the  supplemental  act  defines  all  the  qnalifi- 
cations  required,  and  everj^  person  who  can  take  that  oath  is  entitled  to 
have  his  name  entered  upon  the  list  of  voters. 

2.  The  board  of  registration  have  no  authority  to  administer  any  other 
oath  to  the  i>erson  applying  for  registration  than  this  prescribed  oath, 
nor  to  administer  an  oath  to  any  other  person  touchiuK  the  h  "  '  . 
of  the  applicant  or  the  falsity  of  the  oath  so  taken  by  him. 

gttard  agaittst  faUtty  in  the  oath,  providers  thiit  if  false  the  |)crMin  taking 
it  shall  be  tried  and  panifibed  for  perjur>'. 
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No  provision  is  made  for  challenging  the  qualifications  of  the  appli- 
cant or  entering  upon  any  trial  or  investigation  of  his  qualifications, 
either  by  witnesses  or  any  other  fonn  of  proof. 

3.  As  to  cHiscnship  and  residence: 

The  applicant  for  registration  must  Ije  a  citizen  of  the  State  and  of  the 
United  States,  and  must  l)e  a  resident  of  a  county  or  parish  included  in 
the  election  district.  He  maj-  be  registered  if  he  has  l)een  such  citizen 
for  a  period  less  than  twelve  months  at  the  time  he  applies  for  registra- 
tion, but  he  can  not  vote  at  any  election  unless  his  citizenship  has  then 
extended  to  the  full  term  of  one  year.  As  to  such  a  person,  the  exact 
length  of  his  citizenship  should  be  noted  opposite  his  name  on  the  list, 
so  that  it  may  appear  on  the  day  of  election,  upon  reference  to  the  list, 
whether  the  full  term  has  then  l)een  accomplished. 

4.  An  unnaturalized  jierson  can  not  take  this  oath,  but  an  alien  who 
has  been  naturalized  can  take  it,  and  no  other  proof  of  naturalization  can 
be  required  from  him. 

5.  No  one  who  is  not  21  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  registration  can 
take  the  oath,  for  he  must  swear  that  he  has  then  attained  that  age. 

6.  No  one  who  has  been  disfranchised  for  participation  in  any  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States  or  for  felony  connnitted  against  the  laws 
of  any  State  or  of  the  United  States  can  take  this  oath. 

The  actual  participation  in  a  rebellion  or  the  actual  connnission  of  a 
felony  does  not  amount  to  disfranchisement.  The  sort  of  disfranchise- 
ment here  meant  is  that  which  is  declared  by  law  passed  by  competent 
authority,  or  which  has  been  fixed  upon  the  criminal  by  the  sentence  of 
the  court  which  tried  him  for  the  crime. 

No  law  of  the  United  States  has  declared  the  jienalty  of  disfranchise- 
ment for  participation  in  rebellion  alone;  nor  is  it  known  that  any  such 
law  exi.sts  in  either  of  these  ten  States,  except,  perhaps,  Virginia,  as  to 
which  State  special  instructions  wall  be  given. 

7.  As  to  disfrayichi semen t  arising  from  having  held  office  followed  by 
J>articipatio7i  in  rebellion: 

This  is  the  mast  important  part  of  the  oath,  and  requires  strict  atten- 
tion to  arrive  at  its  meaning.  The  applicant  must  swear  or  affinn  as 
follows: 

That  I  have  never  been  a  member  of  any  State  legislature,  nor  held  any  executive 
or  judicial  office  in  any  State,  and  afterwards  engaged  in  an  insurrection  or  rebt^Uion 
against  the  United  States  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof;  that  I  have 
never  taken  an  oath  as  a  member  of  Congress  of  the  United  Stites,  cjr  as  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  State  legislature,  or  as  an  executive  or 
judicial  officer  of  any  State,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  vStatcs,  and 
afterwards  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  I'nited  vStates  or  given 
aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof. 

Two  elements  must  concur  in  order  to  disqualify  a  ]^rsf)n  under  these 
clauses:  First,  the  office  and  official  oath  to  supi)ort  the  Constitution  of 
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the  United  States;  second,  engaging  afterwards  in  rebellion.  Both  ttiust 
exist  to  work  disqualification,  and  must  hapi>en  in  the  order  of  time  meu- 
lioned, 

A  person  w  iio  has  held  an  office  and  taken  the  oath  to  support  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  has  not  afterwards  engaged  in  rebellion  i%  nol 
disqualified.  So,  too,  a  person  who  has  engaged  in  rebellion,  but  has 
not  theretofore  held  an  office  and  taken  that  oath,  is  not  disqualifI^:^d, 

8.  Officerscf  the  United  States: 

As  to  these  the  language  is  without  limitation.  The  person  who  has 
at  any  time  prior  to  the  rebellion  held  ati  office,  civil  or  militar>\  under 
the  United  States,  and  has  taken  an  official  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  is  subject  to  distiualification. 

9.  Militia  offutrs  of  any  State  pr it ir  to  the  rebellion  are  not  subject  to 
disqualification, 

10.  Aftfniripat  oj/urrs — that  is  to  say»  officers  uf  incorporated  cilits, 
towns,  and  villages,  such  as  mayors,  aldermen,  town  council,  i>oUce.  and 
other  city  or  iovm  officers — are  not  subject  to  disqualification. 

1 1 .  Persons  who  ha\'e  prior  to  the  rebellion  been  members  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  or  members  of  a  State  legislature  are  subject 
to  disqualification,  but  those  who  have  been  members  of  conventions 
framing  or  amending  the  Constitution  of  a  State  prior  to  the  rebellion 
are  not  subject  to  disqualification. 

12.  All  the  executive  or  judicial  officers  of  any  State  who  took  an  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  disquatt- 
fication,  including  county  officers.  They  are  subject  to  disqualificatiou 
if  they  were  required  to  take  as  a  part  of  their  official  oath  the  oaf  A  i9 
support  the  Cottstittttioff  if  the  Unitvd  States. 

13.  Persons  who  exercised  mere  employment  under  State  authority 
are  not  disqualified;  such  as  commissioners  to  lay  out  roads,  comniissiotl- 
ers  of  public  works,  visitors  of  State  institutions,  directors  of  State  insti- 
tutions, examiners  of  banks,  notaries  public^  and  commissioners  to  take 
acknowledgments  of  deeds.  j 

KNGAGIKG   IN   RKBKLUON.  I 

Having  specified  what  offices  held  by  anyone  prior  to  the  rebellion 
come  within  the  meaning  of  the  law%  it  is  necessary  next  to  set  forth 
what  su[)se<:jueut  conduct  fixes  upon  such  person  the  offense  of  engaging 
in  rebellion.  Two  things  nuist  exist  as  to  any  person  to  disqualify  him 
from  \-oiing:  First,  ihe  office  held  prior  to  the  rebelHon^and,  afterv,'ards, 
participation  in  llie  rebellion. 

14.  An  act  to  fix  upon  a  person  the  offense  of  engaging  in  the  rebel-  I 
hon  ondcr  this  law  txiusi  be  an  overt  and  vohnitary  act,  dcnje  with  the 
intent  of  aiding  or  furthering  the  common  unlawful  purpose.     A  pen^in 
forced  inXu  Ihe  rf liel  service  l>y  conscription  nr  under  a  pammounl  author*  j 
ity  which  ht!  coidd  not  safely  disobey,  and  who  ^^oiild  not  haiM*  entered  I 
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such  service  if  left  to  the  free  exercise  of  his  own  will,  can  not  be  held  to 
be  disqualified  from  voting. 

15.  Mere  acts  of  charity,  where  the  intent  is  to  relieve  the  wants  of 
the  object  of  such  charity,  and  not  done  in  aid  of  the  cause  in  which  he 
may  have  been  engaged,  do  not  disqualify;  but  organized  contributions  of 
food  and  clothing  for  the  general  relief  of  persons  engaged  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  not  of  a  merely  sanitary  character,  but  contributed  to  enable 
them  to  perform  their  unlawful  object,  may  l)e  classed  with  acts  which 
do  disqualify. 

Forced  contributions  to  the  rebel  cause  in  the  form  of  taxes  or  mili- 
tary assessments,  which  a  person  was  comjielled  to  pay  or  contribute,  do 
not  disqualify;  but  voluntary  contributions  to  the  rel)el  cause,  even  such 
indirect  contributions  as  arise  from  the  voluntary  loan  of  money  to  rebel 
authorities  or  purchase  of  bonds  or  securities  created  to  afford  the  means 
of  carrying  on  the  rebelHon,  will  work  disc[ualification. 

16.  All  those  who  in  legislative  or  other  official  capacity  were  engaged 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  common  unlawful  purpose,  where  the  duties  of 
the  office  necessarih'  had  relation  to  the  support  of  the  rebellion,  such  as 
members  of  the  relxil  conventions,  congresses,  and  legislatures,  diplomatic 
agents  of  the  rebel  Confederacy,  and  other  officials  whose  offices  were  cre- 
ated for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  carrying  on  hostilities  or  whose 
duties  appertained  to  the  support  of  the  rebel  cause,  must  l^e  held  to  be 
divSqualified. 

But  officers  who  during  the  rebellion  discharged  official  duties  not  inci- 
dent to  war,  but  only  such  duties  as  belong  even  to  a  state  of  peace  and 
were  necessar\"  to  the  preservation  of  order  and  the  administration  of  law, 
are  not  to  be  considered  as  thereby  engaging  in  rebellion  or  as  disquali- 
fied. Disloyal  sentiments,  opinions,  or  sympathies  would  not  disqualify, 
but  where  a  person  has  by  speech  or  by  wTiting  incited  others  to  engage 
in  rebellion  he  nuist  come  under  the  disqualification. 

17.  The  ditties  of  the  board  appointed  to  superintend  the  elections: 

This  board,  having  the  custody  of  the  list  of  registered  voters  in  the 
district  for  which  it  is  constituted,  must  see  that  the  name  of  the  person 
offering  to  vote  is  found  upon  the  registration  list,  and  if  such  proves  to 
be  the  fact  it  is  the  duty  of  the  lx)ard  to  receive  his  vote  if  then  qualified 
by  residence.  They  can  not  receive  the  vote  of  any  person  wliase  name 
is  not  upon  the  list,  though  he  may  be  ready  to  take  the  registration  oath, 
and  although  he  may  satisfy  them  that  he  was  unable  to  have  his  name 
registered  at  the  proper  time,  in  consequence  of  absence,  sickness,  or  other 
cause. 

The  board  can  not  enter  into  any  inquiry  as  to  the  qualifications  of  any 
person  whose  name  is  not  on  the  registration  list,  or  as  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  any  person  whose  name  is  on  the  list. 

18.  The  mode  of  voting  is  provided  in  the  act  to  l:)e  by  ballot.  The 
board  will  keep  a  record  and  jx)ll  l)ook  of  the  election,  showing  the  votes. 
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list  of  voters,  and  the  persons  elected  by  a  plurality  of  the  votes  cast  at 
the  election,  and  make  returns  of  these  to  the  commanding  general  of  the 
district. 

19.  The  lx)ard  appointed  for  registration  and  for  superintending  the 
elections  must  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  2, 1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  prescribe  an  oath  of  oflBce.** 

By  order  of  the  President:  ^   ^   TOWNSEND. 

Assisfajtt  Adjutant- General. 


ExKCUTivK  Mansion, 

TT        T*  Tir    o«      «  ]]ujsfn'nirfon,  August  12,  iSSy. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  .s      »       a  •        / 

Secretary  of  War, 

Sir:  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me  as  President 

by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  you  are  hereby  sus- 

I)ended  from  office  as  Secretary  of  War,  and  will  cease  to  exercise  any 

and  all  functions  pertaining  to  the  same. 

You  will  at  once  transfer  to  General  ITlysses  vS.  Grant,  who  has  this  day 

l)een  authorized  and  empowered  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  hiterim, 

all  records,  books,  and  other  proj^rty  now  in  your  custody  and  charge. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


ExKcrTivK  Mansion, 
Wnsliinirfo?!,  D.  C,  Auirnst  12,  iS6j. 
General  Ulyssks  S.  Grant, 

W'as/ihii^fivi,  D.  C. 
vSik:   The  Hon.  lidwhi  M.  Stanton  havinj^  lx.'en  this  day  suspended 
as  Secretary  of  War,  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  emi)owered  to  act  as 
vSc*cretary  (^f  War  ad  iufrrim,  and  will  at  once  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Tile  vSccretary  of  \\\ir  has  l)een  instructed  to  transfer  to  you  all  the 
records,  books,  i)apers,  and  other  ])ublic  property  now  in  his  custody  and 

^^^'"•^'^*-  ANDRUW  JOHNSON. 


ICxKcrTivic  Mansion, 
Washiuj^ton.  D.  ('. ,  Au<^ust  77,  iS6j, 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas  is  hereby  assij3:ned  to  the  connnand 
of  the  Fifth  Military  District,  created  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on 
the  2d  day  of  March,  1867. 

Major-General  P.  H.  Sheridan  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Mi.ssouri. 


Andrew  Johnson 

MTeiierni  \\  iiiiiL'kl  S,  Hancock  is  hereby  assigned  Ici  tlie  com- 
niaiul  of  the  Department  of  tlie  Ciinibcrland, 

The  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim  \\4ll  give  the  necessary  instructions 
to  cam-  thi.  order  iuto  effect.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


ExEciJTmi  Mansion. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington.  D.C.,. lu^usf  26,  rS67. 

Strrrtarj'  of  War  ad  interim. 
SiK:  In  consequence  of  the  unfavorable  condition  of  the  health  of 
Major- General  George  H.  Thomas,  xs  reported  to  you  in  SurgeiJU  Has- 
son's  dispatch  of  the  21st  instant^  my  order  dated  August  17,  1S67,  is 
hereby  modified  so  as  to  assign  Major-General  Winfield  S.  Hancock  to 
Lthe  command  of  the  Fifth  Military  District,  created  by  the  act  of  Con- 
f^ess  passed  March  2,  1867,  and  of  the  mihtary  department  comprising 
the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Texas.     On  being  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  by  Major-General  P.  H.  Sheri- 
dan»  Major-General  Hancock  will  proceed  directly  to  New  Orleans,  La. » 
and,  assimiing  the  command  to  which  he  is  hereby  assigned,  will,  when 
necessary  to  a  f^iithful  execution  of  the  laws,  exercise  an^^  and  all  |xnvers 
conferred  by  acts  of  Congress  upon  district  commanders  and  any  and  all 
authority  j^rtaining  to  officers  iu  command  of  military^  departments. 

Major-General  P,  H.  Sheridan  wiU  at  once  ttu*n  over  his  present  cc^m- 
mand  to  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  himself,  and,  proceeding  without 
delay  to  Fort  Leavenw'orth,  Kans.,  will  relieve  Major-General  Hancock 
of  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Major-General  George  H.  Thomas  will  until  further  orders  remain  in 
command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Ver>-  respectfully,  yours,  .ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


KxRcrrrvT?  Mansion, 
Washington,  IK  C,  August  26,  iS6^, 

Brevet  Major*Gcneral  Edward  R.  S.  Canby  is  hereby  assrigued  to  the 
command  of  the  Second  Mihtary  District,  created  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  2.  1867,  and  of  the  Military  Department  of  the  South,  cmbra- 
cing  the  States  of  North  Carohna  and  South  Carolina.  He  will,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  relieve  Major-General  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  and, on  assuming 
the  command  to  wiiich  he  is  hereby  assigned,  will,  when  necessary'  to  a 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws,  exercise  any  and  all  powers  confencd  by 
acts  of  Congress  upon  district  cc^mmanders  and  any  and  all  authority 
pertaining  to  officers  in  command  of  mihtary  departments. 

Major-General  Daniel  E.  Sickles  is  hereby  reHeved  from  the  commaud 
of  the  Second  Military  District, 
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Tlie  Secrctiiry  of  War  ad  inicrim  will  give  the  necessary  instructionii 
to  carry  this  order  into  effect.  ^-^ NDRT- W  JOH  XSON. 


iJxKCUTrve  Mansion 
IVashhigtoft,  D,  C.  Scpicmhcr  /,  jSoy. 
The  heads  of  the  several  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government 
i-iffe  instructed  to  furnish  each  person  holding  an  appointment  in  their 
respective  Departments  with  an  official  copy  of  the  proclanmtioii  of  the 
President  bearing  date  the  3d  inistaiitp  with  directions  strictly  to  observe 
its  recpiirements  for  an  earnest  support  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  a  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  wliich  have  been  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


[NoTK, — The  Fortieth  Congress,  second  session,  met  December  2,  1867, 
iu  conformity  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unite<l  States,  and  on  July  27, 
1868,  iu  accordance  with  the  concurrent  resolution  of  July  24.  adjoiuned 
to  Septemlx^r  2t;  again  met  September  2\,  and  adjourned  toOctolier  16: 
again  met  October  16,  and  adjourned  to  Noveml)er  10;  again  met  No- 
vember 10  and  adjounied  to  December  7,  1868;  the  latter  meetings  and 
adjournments  beiug  in  accordance  with  the  concurrent  resolution  of 
September  21,] 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


1867, 


Washington.  DeafntHf  j 
FcHoiV'Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  Iloitst  af  Rcprcsentattves: 

The  continued  disorganization  of  the  Uniou,  to  which  the  President 
has  so  often  called  the  attention  of  Congress » is  yet  a  subject  of  profound 
and  patriotic  concern.  We  may,  however,  find  some  relief  from  that  anx- 
iety iu  the  reflection  that  the  painful  political  situation,  although  l^efore 
untried  by  ourselves,  is  not  new  in  the  experience  of  nations.  Political 
science,  perhaps  as  bighly  perfected  in  our  own  time  and  countr>*  as  in 
any  other,  has  not  yet  disclosed  any  means  by  which  cinl  wars  can  be 
absolutely  prevented.  An  etdightene<l  nation,  however,  with  a  wise  and 
beneficent  constitution  of  free  government,  may  diminish  their  frequency 
and  mitigate  their  severity  by  directing  all  its  i>roceedings  iu  accordance 
with  its  fundamental  law. 

When  a  civil  war  ha^j  l^ceu  lirought  lo  11  chjisc,  it  is  manifi:9tly  lh«  first 
interest  and  duty  of  Uie  state  to  repair  the  iujuriea  which  the  war 
Inflicted,  and  to  ^^urc  the  benefit  of  the  lessons  it  teacbcs  us  fully  And 
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as  speedily  as  possible.  This  duty  was,  upon  the  tennination  of  the  rebel- 
lion, promptly  accepted,  not  only  by  the  executive  department,  but  by 
the  insurrectionary  States  themselves,  and  restoration  in  the  first  moment 
of  peace  was  believed  to  be  as  easy  and  certain  as  it  was  indisjiensable. 
The  expectations,  however,  then  so  reasonably  and  confidently  enter- 
tained were  disappointed  by  legislation  from  which  I  felt  constrained  by 
my  obUgations  to  the  Constitution  to  withhold  my  assent. 

It  is  therefore  a  source  of  profound  regret  that  in  complying  with 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  President  by  the  Constitution  to  give 
to  Congress  from  time  to  time  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union  I 
am  unable  to  communicate  any  definitive  adjustment,  satisfactory  to  the 
American  people,  of  the  questions  which  since  the  close  of  the  rebellion 
have  agitated  the  public  mind.  On  the  contrary,  candor  compels  me  to 
declare  that  at  this  time  there  is  no  Union  as  our  fathers  understood  the 
term,  and  as  they  meant  it  to  be  understood  by  us.  The  Union  which 
they  established  can  exist  only  where  all  the  States  are  represented  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  where  one  State  is  as  free  as  another  to  regu- 
late its  internal  concerns  according  to  its  own  will,  and  where  the  laws  of 
the  central  Government,  strictly  confined  to  inatters  of  national  jurisdic- 
tion, apply  with  equal  force  to  all  the  people  of  every  section.  That  such 
is  not  the  present  "state  of  the  Union "  is  a  melancholy  fact,  and  we  must 
all  acknowledge  that  the  restoration  of  the  vStates  to  their  proper  legal 
relations  with  the  Federal  Government  and  with  one  another,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  original  compact,  would  l)e  the  greatest  temporal  bless- 
ing which  God,  in  His  kindest  providence,  could  bestow  upon  this  nation. 
It  becomes  our  imperative  duty  to  consider  whether  or  not  it  is  imix)ssible 
to  effect  this  most  desirable  consummation. 

The  Union  and  the  Constitution  are  inseparable.  As  long  as  one  is 
obeyed  by  all  parties,  the  other  will  be  preserved;  and  if  one  is  destroyed, 
both  must  perish  together.  The  destruction  of  the  Constitution  will  be 
followed  by  other  and  still  greater  calamities.  It  was  ordained  not  only 
to  form  a  more  perfect  union  between  the  States,  but  to  '* establish  jus- 
tice, insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  connnon  defense,  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity."  Nothing  but  implicit  obedience  to  its  requirements 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  will  accomplish  these  great  ends.  Without 
that  obedience  we  can  look  forward  only  to  continual  outrages  upon  indi- 
vidual rights,  incessant  breaches  of  the  public  peace*,  national  weakness, 
financial  dishonor,  the  total  loss  of  our  prosperity,  the  general  corruption 
of  morals,  and  the  final  extinction  of  popular  freedom.  To  save  our 
country  from  evils  so  appalling  as  these,  we  should  renew  our  efforts 
again  and  again. 

To  me  the  process  of  restoration  seems  perfectly  plain  and  simple.  It 
consists  merely  in  a  faithful  application  of  the  Constitution  and  laws. 
The  execution  of  the  laws  is  not  now  obstructed  or  opposed  by  physical 
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force.  There  is  no  mililan-  or  other  necessity,  real  or  preteniletl,  whicli 
can  prevent  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  either  North  or  South.  All  the 
rights  and  all  the  obligations  of  States  and  jndividualsi  can  Ije  protected 
and  enforced  by  means  perfectly  consistent  with  the  fundamental  law. 
The  courts  may  be  everywhere  open,  and  if  open  their  pr(»cess  w*onlti  be 
unim^>eded.  Crimes  against  the  United  States  can  be  prevented  or  pun* 
ished  by  the  proper  judicial  authorities  in  a  manner  entirely  practicable 
and  legal.  There  is  therefore  no  reason  wliy  the  Constitution  should 
not  be  obe^'ed,  unless  those  who  exercise  its  powers  have  determinctl 
that  it  shall  be  disregarded  and  \nolated.  The  mere  naketl  will  of  this 
Government,  or  of  some  one  or  more  of  its  branches,  is  the  only  obstacle 
that  can  exist  to  a  perfect  imion  of  all  the  States. 

On  this  momentous  question  and  some  of  the  measures  growing  out  of 
it  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  Congress,  and  have  expressed 
my  convictions  without  reserve,  though  with  Ijecoming  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  the  legislative  department.  Those  con\nctions  are  not  only 
unchanged,  but  strengthened  by  subsequent  events  and  further  reflection. 
The  transcendent  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
calling  your  attention  to  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  so  strongly 
influenced  my  own  judgment.  The  hope  that  w^e  may  all  finally  coticur 
in  a  mtxle  of  settlement  consistent  at  once  wnth  our  true  interests  and  with 
our  sw^orn  duties  to  the  Constitution  is  too  natural  and  too  just  to  lie 
easily  relinquished. 

It  is  clear  to  m)*  apprehension  that  the  States  lately  in  rebellion  are  stUl 
nieml>ers  of  the  National  Union.  When  did  they  cease  to  be  so?  The 
'* ordinances  of  secession"  adopted  by  a  portion  (in  most  of  them  a  vtry 
small  portion )  of  their  citizens  were  mere  nullities.  If  we  admit  now  that 
they  w^ere  valid  and  effectual  for  the  pur^Kise  intended  by  their  authors, 
we  sweep  from  under  our  feet  the  whole  ground  upon  which  we  justifiGd 
the  war.  Were  those  States  afterwards  expelled  from  the  Union  by  the 
war?  The  direct  contrary  was  averred  by  this  Govemuient  to  l>e  its  pur- 
pose, and  was  so  understood  by  all  those  who  gave  their  blood  and  treasure 
to  aid  in  its  prosecution.  It  can  not  lie  tliat  a  successful  war,  wagetl  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  had  the  legal  effect  of  dissolving  it.  The 
victor>'  of  the  nation's  aruis  was  not  the  disgrace  of  her  pilicy;  the  defesit 
of  secession  on  tlie  l)attlefield  was  not  the  triumph  of  its  lawless  principle. 
Nor  could  Congress,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  Executive,  do  any- 
thing which  would  have  the  effect,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  separating  the 
States  from  e:ich  other.  To  disc>olve  the  Union  is  to  rei>eal  the  Can^titu* 
tion  which  hokls  it  together,  and  that  is  a  power  which  does  not  betotig  to 
any  departnietJl  of  thi?*  Govemuient,  or  to  all  of  them  united.  ' 

Is  so  plain  that  it  has  been  acknowledged  by  all  branches  of  the 
*  ^  w.  i.»l  Governmeitt.  The  Rxeculj\-e  (my  pr  »  -or  as  well  as  i^--  "t-  ■ 
and  tlje  heads  of  all  the  Depart  meuts  have  u 1 1  i cted  upon  1 1 

cipW  that  llic  Union  is  not  only  tmdissolvixi«  hut  indissoluble.     Coogress 
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submitted  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  he  ratified  by  the  Southern 
States,  and  accepted  their  acts  of  ratification  as  a  necessary  and  lawful 
exercise  of  their  highest  function.  If  they  were  not  States,  or  were  States 
out  of  the  Union ,  their  consent  to  a  change  in  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
Union  \vould  have  been  nugatory,  and  Congreas  in  asking  it  committed 
a  political  absurdity.  The  judiciary  has  also  given  the  st^letnn  sanction 
of  its  authority  to  the  same  view"  of  the  case.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  liave  included  the  Southern  States  in  their  circuits,  and  they  are 
constantly,  in  banc  and  elsewhere,  exercising  jurisdiction  which  does  not 
belong  to  them  unless  those  States  are  States  of  the  Union. 

If  the  Southern  States  are  component  parts  of  the  Union,  the  Con- 
stitution is  the  supreme  law^  for  them,  as  it  is  for  all  the  other  States. 
They  are  bound  to  obey  it»  and  so  are  we.  The  right  of  the  Federal 
Government,  which  is  clear  and  unquestionable,  to  enforce  the  Constitu- 
tion upon  them  implies  the  correlative  oliligation  on  our  part  to  obsen^e 
its  limitations  and  execute  its  guaranties.  Without  the  Constitution 
we  are  nothing;  by,  through,  and  imder  the  Constitution  we  are  what  it 
makes  us.  We  may  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  law,  we  may  not  approve 
of  its  provisions,  but  we  can  not  \nolate  it  merely  because  it  seems  to 
confine  our  powers  within  limits  narrower  than  we  conld  wish.  It  is 
not  a  f|Uestion  of  individual  or  class  or  sectional  interest,  much  less  of 
party  predominance,  but  of  duty — of  high  and  sacred  duty — which  w^e 
are  all  sworn  to  perform.  If  we  can  not  support  the  Constitution  with 
the  cheerful  alacrity  of  those  who  love  and  believe  in  it,  we  must  give 
to  it  at  least  the  fidelity  of  public  ser\^ants  who  act  under  solemn  obli- 
gations and  commands  which  they  dare  not  disregard. 

The  constitutional  duty  is  not  the  only  one  w^hich  requires  the  States 
to  be  restored.  There  is  another  consideration  which,  though  of  minor 
importance,  is  yet  of  great  weight.  On  the  iid  day  of  Jidy,  1861,  Con- 
gress declared  by  an  almost  luianimous  vote  of  both  Houses  that  the  war 
should  lie  conducted  s*>lely  for  the  purpose  of  preservnng  the  Union  and 
maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal  Constitution  and  laws,  without 
impairing  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  States  or  of  individuals, 
and  that  when  this  was  done  the  war  should  cease.  I  do  tiot  say  that 
this  declaration  is  ixTsonally  binding  on  those  who  joiuetl  111  making  it, 
any  more  than  indix^dual  members  of  Congress  are  personally  bound  to 
pay  a  public  debt  created  under  a  law  for  which  they  voted.  But  it  w^as 
a  solemn,  public,  ofHcial  pledge  of  the  national  honor,  and  I  can  not 
imagine  upon  what  grounds  the  repudiation  of  it  is  to  l>e  justified.  If  it 
be  said  that  we  are  not  fxjuud  to  keep  faith  with  rel>els,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  tliis  promise  was  not  made  to  rel >eis  i>nly.  Thousands  of  true 
men  in  the  South  were  drawn  to  our  standard  by  it,  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  in  the  North  gave  their  lives  in  the  Iselief  that  it  would  l^e 
carried  out.  It  was  made  on  the  day  after  the  first  great  l)attle  of  the 
war  had  l>een  fought  and  lost.     All  patriotic  and  intelligent  men  then 
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saw  ttie  necessity  of  giving  such  an  assurance,  and  f>elieved  that  withouMi 
the  war  would  end  in  disaster  to  our  cause.  Ha\Hng  given  that  a*xsunince 
in  the  extremity  of  our  peril,  the  x'lolation  of  it  now,  in  the  day  of  our 
power,  would  be  a  rude  rending  of  that  good  faitti  wliich  liolds  the  moral 
world  together:  our  country  would  cease  to  have  any  claim  ujxin  the  con- 
fidence of  men;  it  would  make  the  war  not  only  a  failure^  btit  a  fraud.       I 

Being  sincerely  convinced  that  these  views  are  correct,  I  would  be 
unfaithful  to  my  duty  if  I  did  not  reconuneud  the  repeal  of  the  ac^,s  of 
Congress  which  place  ten  of  the  Soutlienx  States  under  the  domination 
of  military  masters.  If  calm  reflection  shall  satisfy  a  majority  of  your 
honorable  bodies  that  the  acts  referred  to  are  not  only  a  A^iolaiiou  uf  the 
national  faith,  but  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  I  dare  not 
pennit  m\self  to  doubt  that  you  will  immediately  strike  them  from  the 
statute  book. 

To  demonstrate  the  unconstitutional  character  of  those  acts  I  need  do 
no  more  than  refer  to  their  general  provisions.  It  must  be  s^^en  at  once 
that  they  are  not  authorized.  To  dictate  what  alterations  shall  be  made 
in  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States;  to  control  the  elections  of  Stutc 
legislators  and  State  officers,  mendjers  of  Congress  and  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President,  by  arbitrarily  declaring  who  shall  \T>te  and  who 
shall  be  excluded  from  that  privilege;  to  dissolve  State  legislatures  or 
prevent  them  from  asserabUng;  to  dismiss  judges  and  other  civil  func- 
tionaries of  the  State  and  appoint  others  without  regard  to  State  law;  to 
organize  and  operate  all  the  political  madiinery  of  the  States;  to  regu- 
late the  whole  administration  of  their  domestic  and  local  affairs  according 
to  the  mere  will  of  strange  and  irresponsible  agents,  sent  among  them 
for  that  purpose — these  are  powers  not  granted  to  the  F'ederal  Govern- 
ment or  to  any  one  of  its  branches.  Not  being  granted!,  we  violate  our 
trust  by  assuming  them  as  palpably  as  w^e  would  by  acting  in  the  face  of 
a  positive  interdict;  for  the  Constitution  forbids  us  to  do  whatever  it  does 
not  affirmatively  authorize,  either  by  express  words  or  by  clear  itnplica- 
tion.  If  the  authority  w^e  desire  to  use  does  not  come  to  us  through  the 
Constitution,  we  can  exercise  it  only  by  usuqxition,  and  usurpation  is 
the  most  dangerous  of  political  crimes.  By  that  crime  the  enemies  of 
free  goveniment  in  all  ages  have  worked  out  their  designs  against  public 
liberty  atid  private  right.  It  leads  directly  and  inunediately  to  the  estab- 
ILshmetit  of  absolute  rule^  for  undelegated  power  is  alw^ays  tmlimited  and 
unrestrained. 

The  acts  of  Congress  in  question  are  not  only  objectionable  for  their 
assumpti<in  of  migranled  j>ovver,  V»ut  many  of  their  provisions  arc  in  con- 
flict with  the  direct  prohibitions  of  the  Constitution.  The  Coustilutiott 
commands  that  a  republican  form  of  government  shall  be  guaranteed  to 
all  the  Stati*s;  that  no  jierson  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  lil)erty,  or  prop- 
erty without  due  pnx^ess  of  law,  arrested  witliont  a  judicial  warr  itii  *ir 
puulslicd  witlmut  a  fair  trial  before  an  impartial  jury:  lltal  the  i  I 
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of  habeas  rorpus  shall  not  he  denied  in  time  oi  jnincc,  and  that  no  bill  of 
attainder  shall  be  parsed  even  against  a  single  iiidividuaL  Yel  the  system 
of  measures  established  by  these  acts  of  Congress  does  totally  subvert 
and  destroy  the  fomi  as  well  as  the  substance  of  republican  >;oveninient 
in  the  ten  States  to  which  they  apply.  It  binds  them  hand  and  foot  in 
absolute  slavery,  and  sulijects  them  to  a  strange  $ind  hostile  power»  more 
unlimited  and  more  likely  to  be  abused  than  any  other  now  known  among 
ci\nli?:ed  men.  It  tramples  down  all  those  rights  in  which  the  essence 
of  lilierty  consists,  and  which  a  free  government  is  always  most  careful 
to  protect.  It  denies  the  habeas  corpus  and  the  trial  by  jury.  Personal 
freedom,  property,  aud  life,  if  assailed  by  the  passion,  the  prejudice,  or 
the  rapacity  of  the  ruler,  have  no  security  whatever.  It  has  the  effect 
of  a  bill  of  attainder  or  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  not  upon  a  few  indi- 
viduals, but  upon  whole  niaases,  including  the  millious  who  inhabit  the 
subject  States,  and  even  their  unborn  diildren.  These  wrongs,  being 
expressly  forbidden,  can  not  l>e  constitutionally  inflicted  upon  any  por- 
tion of  our  people,  no  matter  how  they  may  have  come  within  our  juris- 
diction, aud  no  matter  whether  they  live  in  States^  Territories,  or  districts. 

I  have  no  desire  to  save  from  the  proper  and  just  consequences  of  their 
great  crime  those  who  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  Government, but 
as  a  mode  of  punishment  the  measures  under  consideration  are  the  most 
unreasonable  that  could  be  invented,  Many  of  those  people  are  per- 
fectly innocent;  many  kept  their  fidelity  tt»  tlie  Union  untainted  to  the 
last;  many  were  incapable  of  any  legal  offense;  a  large  proportion  even 
of  the  ixjrHons  able  to  l>ear  arms  were  forced  into  rebellion  against  their 
will,  and  of  those  who  are  guilty  with  their  own  consent  the  degrees  of 
guilt  are  as  various  as  the  shades  of  their  character  and  temper.  Hut 
these  acts  of  Congress  confound  them  all  together  in  one  common  dcjom. 
Indiscriminate  vengeance  upon  clai>ses,  sects,  and  parties,  or  uix>n  whole 
communities,  for  offenses  committed  by  a  portion  of  them  against  the 
governments  to  which  they  owed  obedience  was  common  in  the  tKirl^- 
rous  ages  of  thew*orld;  but  Christianity  and  civilisation  have  made  such 
progress  that  recourse  to  a  punishment  so  cniel  aud  unjust  would  meet 
wnth  the  condemnation  of  all  uu]  >  *  d  and  right-minded  men.  The 
punitive  justice  of  this  age,  ^nd  >  is  of  thiit  countrj',  does  not  con- 

sist iti  strijjpitig  %vhole  States  of  their  lil>erties  and  reducing  all  their 
people,  without  distinction,  to  the  condition  of  slavery.  It  deals  sepa- 
rately with  each  individual,  confines  itself  to  the  fonns  of  law,  autl  vin- 
dicates its  own  purity  by  an  impartial  examination  of  ev^ery  case  before  a 
competent  judiciid  tribunal.  If  this  does  not  siitisfy  all  our  desires  with 
regard  to  Southern  rebels,  let  us  console  ourselves  by  rejecting  that  a 
ftiee  Constitution,  triumphant  in  war  Etnd  unbroken  in  peace,  is  worth  far 
more  lous  and  our  children  than  the  gratific;ition  of  any  |»reseut  feeling. 

I  am  aware  it  is  assumed  that  this  system  of  government  for  the  South- 
ern Stales  is  not  to  lie  perpetuah     It  is  true  this  military  go\x*mment  is 
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to  be  only  pro\'isional,  but  it  is  through  this  temporary  evil  that  a  greater 
evil  is  to  Ik*  made  perpetual.  If  the  guaranties  of  the  Coustitution  can 
be  broken  provisionally  to  ser\^e  a  temporary  purpose »  and  in  a  part  only 
of  the  country,  we  can  destroy  them  ever>*where  and  for  all  time.  Arbi- 
trary measures  often  change,  but  they  generally  change  for  the  worse. 
It  is  the  curse  of  despotism  that  it  has  no  halting  place.  The  inteniiitted 
exercise  of  its  power  brings  no  sense  of  security  to  its  subjects,  for  they 
can  never  know  what  more  they  will  be  called  to  endure  when  its  red 
right  hand  is  armed  to  plague  them  again.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  conjec- 
ture how  or  w^here  powder,  unrestrained  by  law^  may  seek  its  next  victims. 
The  States  that  are  still  free  may  he:  enslaved  at  any  moment ;  for  if  the 
Constitution  does  not  protect  all,  it  protects  none. 

It  is  manifestly  and  avowedly  the  object  of  these  laws  to  confer  upon 
negroes  the  pri\*ilege  of  \^oting  and  to  disfranchise  such  a  number  of  white 
citizens  as  will  give  the  former  a  clear  majority  at  all  elections  in  the 
Southern  States.  This,  to  the  minds  of  some  persons^  is  so  important 
that  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  is  justified  as  a  means  of  bringing 
it  about.  The  morality  is  always  false  which  excuses  a  wrong  because  it 
proposes  to  accomplish  a  desirable  end.  We  are  not  permitted  to  do  evil 
that  good  may  come.  But  in  this  case  the  end  itself  is  evil,  as  well  as  the 
means.  The  subjugation  of  the  States  to  negro  domination  would  be 
worse  than  the  military  despotism  under  which  they  are  now  suffering. 
It  was  believed  l>eforehand  that  tlie  people  w^ould  endure  any  amount  of 
military  oppression  for  any  length  of  time  rather  tlian  degrade  themselves 
by  subjection  to  the  negro  race.  Therefore  they  have  been  left  without 
a  choice.  Negro  suffrage  was  established  by  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
military  officers  w^ere  commanded  to  superintend  the  pn^cess  of  clothing 
the  negro  race  with  the  ix>litica!  privileges  torn  from  white  men. 

The  blacks  in  the  South  are  entitled  to  Ije  well  and  humanely  governed, 
and  to  have  the  protection  of  just  laws  ftjr  all  their  rights  of  person  and 
property.  If  it  were  practicable  at  this  time  to  give  them  a  Government 
exclusiv^ely  their  own,  under  w^hich  they  might  manage  their  own  affairs 
in  their  own  wa>',  it  woukl  l>ecome  a  grave  question  whether  we  ought  to 
do  so>  or  whether  common  liumanity  would  not  require  us  to  save  them 
from  tliemseh'cs.  But  under  the  circumstances  this  is  only  a  specula- 
tive point.  It  is  not  proposed  merely  that  they  shall  govern  themselves, 
but  that  they  shall  rule  the  white  race,  make  and  administer  State  laws, 
elect  Presidents  and  meml>ers  of  Congress,  and  shape  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  the  future  destiny  of  the  whole  country.  Would  such  a  trust  and 
power  be  safe  in  such  hands? 

The  pectiliar  qualities  which  should  characterize  any  ]>eoplc  who  are 
fit  to  decide  upon  the  matiagemeut  of  public  affairs  for  a  great  state  have 
seldom  been  combined.  It  is  the  glory  of  white  men  to  know  that  they 
have  had  these  qualities  in  sufficient  measure  to  build  u|xm  this  continent 
a  great  ix)htical  fabric  and  to  preserve  its  stability  for  more  than  ninety 
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years,  while  in  even-  other  i>art  of  the  world  all  similar  experiments  have 
failed.  Bui  if  aiiythiog  caa  be  proved  by  knowix  facts,  if  all  reasoning 
upon  evidence  is  not  abandoned »  it  must  \yt  acknowledged  that  in  the 
progress  of  nations  negroes  have  shown  less  capacity  for  government 
than  any  other  race  of  people*  No  indejiendent  go\'eninient  of  any  form 
lias  ever  been  successfid  in  their  hands.  On  the  contrary  %  w*herever  they 
have  been  left  to  their  owm  dences  they  have  shown  a  constant  tendency 
to  relapse  into  barbarism.  In  the  Sonthem  States,  however,  Congress 
has  undertaken  to  confer  upon  them  the  privilege  of  the  ballot.  Just 
released  from  slavery^,  it  may  l>e  doubted  whether  as  a  class  they  know 
more  than  tlieir  ancestors  ho%v  to  organize  and  regulate  civil  society. 
Indeed,  it  is  admitted  that  the  blacks  of  the  South  are  not  only  regard* 
less  of  the  rights  of  property,  but  so  utterly  ignorant  of  public  affairs  that 
their  voting  can  consist  in  nothing  more  than  carr>  ing  a  ballot  to  the 
place  where  they  are  directed  to  deposit  it.  I  need  not  remind  you  that 
the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  is  the  highest  attribute  of  an  Amer- 
ican citizen,  and  that  when  guided  by  virtue,  intelligence,  patriotism,  and 
a  proper  appreciation  of  our  free  institutions  it  constitutes  the  true  basis 
of  a  democratic  fonn  of  government,  in  which  the  sovereign  power  is 
lodged  iti  the  body  of  the  people.  A  trust  artificially  created,  not  for  its 
own  sake,  but  solely  as  a  means  of  promoting  the  general  welfare*  its 
infliience  for  good  must  necessarily  depend  ujxyn  the  elevated  character 
and  true  allegiance  of  the  elector.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  rejxjse<l  in 
none  except  those  who  are  fitted  morally  and  mentally  to  administer  it 
well;  for  if  conferred  upon  persons  who  do  not  jntitly  estimate  its  value 
and  who  are  indifferent  as  to  its  results,  it  will  only  ser\'e  as  a  means  of 
placing  power  in  the  hands  of  the  unprincipled  and  ambitious,  and  must 
eventuate  in  the  complete  destruction  of  that  liberty  of  which  it  should 
be  the  most  powerful  conservator.  I  have  therefore  heretofore  urged 
upon  your  attenrion  the  great  danger — 

to  be  apprehended  from  an  untimely  extension  of  the  elective  franchise  to  any  new 
class  in  ovir  countrj*.  especially  whrn  the  large  majority  of  Uiat  class,  in  wielding  the 
power  Urns  plactxl  in  their  haurls,  can  not  be  expected  correctly  to  comprehend  Uie 
duties  and  responsibilities  which  pertain  to  suffrage,  YcstcrdnVt  as  it  were,  4,000,000 
persons  were  held  in  a  condition  of  slavery  thnl  hml  cxistetl  for  j^encrations;  to-day 
they  are  freemen  ami  are  assume*!  \\y  law  to  l>e  citizens.  Tt  can  not  Ih:  prcMuned,  fnjm 
their  previous  condition  of  servitude,  that  as  a  class  they  are  as  well  inform€?tl  as  to 
the  nature  of  our  Government  as  the  intelligent  foreigner  who  makes  our  land  the 
home  of  his  choice.  In  the  case  of  the  latter  neither  a  residence  of  five  years  and 
the  kn*>wledge  of  our  institutions  which  it  gives  nor  attachment  to  tlie  principles 
af  the  Constitutiofi  are  the  only  conditions  upon  which  he  can  be  admitted  to  citizen- 
ship; he  mnst  prove  in  addition  a  gootl  moral  character*  and  tlius  j^A-e  reasonable 
ground  for  tiie  belief  that  he  will  be  faithful  to  tlie  obligations  which  he  assumes  as 
a  citiien  of  the  Republic.  WTiere  a  people — the  source  of  all  political  power — speak 
b\'  Iheir  suffrages  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  liallot  box*  it  must  be  carefully 
guitrded  against  the  cimtrol  of  those  who  are  corrupt  in  principle  and  enemies  of  free 
ioBtituiions,  for  it  can  only  become  to  our  political  and  social  sy^tciti  a  safe  conductor 


566  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

of  healthy  popular  sentiincTit  when  kept  free  from  demoralizing  infiueiices«  Con- 
trolled through  fraud  and  usuri^ation  by  the  desig^iiing,  anarchy  and  despotism  must 
inevitably  follow*  In  the  hands  of  the  patriotic  and  worlliy  our  Government  will 
be  preserved  upon  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  inherited  from  our  fathers.  It 
follows*  therefore,  tliat  in  admitting  to  the  ballt>t  box  a  new  class  of  voters  not  quali- 
fied for  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  we  weaken  ow  system  of  govemmei 
itistead  of  adding  to  its  strength  and  durability, 

I  yield  to  no  one  in  attachment  to  that  rule  of  general  suffrage  which  distinguishi 
our  policy  as  a  nation.  Hut  tliere  is  a  limit,  wisely  obscrverl  hitherto,  which  mal 
the  ballot  a  privilege  and  a  trust,  and  which  requires  of  some  classes  a  time  suitable  for 
probation  and  preparation.  To  give  it  indiscriminately  to  a  new  class»  wholly  unpre- 
pared by  previous  habits  and  opportunities  to  perform  the  trust  which  it  demands,  is 
to  degrade  it,  and  finally  to  destroy  its  power,  for  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  no 
political  truth  is  better  established  than  that  such  indiscriminate  and  all -embracing 
extension  of  popular  suffrage  must  end  at  last  in  its  destruction. 

I  repM?at  the  expression  of  my  willingness  to  join  in  aity  plan  within  the 
scope  of  our  constitutional  authority  which  promises  to  l>etter  the  condi- 
tion of  the  negroes  iu  the  South,  by  encouraging  them  in  indtistr>',  enlight- 
ening their  minds,  improving  their  morals,  and  giving  protection  to  all 
their  just  rights  as  freedmen.  But  tlie  transfer  of  onr  ix>litical  inherit- 
ance to  them  woukl,  in  my  opinion ,  be  an  abandoinnent  of  a  duty  which 
w^e  owe  alike  to  the  memory  of  our  fathers  and  the  rights  of  otir  children* 

The  plan  of  pntting  the  Southern  States  wholly  and  the  General  Gov- 
eniment  partially  into  the  hands  of  iiegroe^  is  proposed  at  a  time  jiecuUarly 
unpropitions.  The  foundations  of  society  have  been  broken  up  by  civil 
w^ar  Industry  must  be  reorganized,  justice  reestablished,  ptibhc  credit 
maintained,  and  order  brought  out  of  confusion.  To  accomplish  these 
ends  wottld  require  all  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  great  men  who 
fonned  our  institutions  originally.  I  confidently  believe  that  their  de- 
scendants will  be  equal  to  the  arduous  task  before  them,  but  it  Is  worse 
than  madness  to  expect  that  negroes  will  jx^rform  it  for  us.  Certainly  we 
ought  not  to  ask  their  assistance  till  we  despair  of  our  own  competency* 

The  great  difference  Ijetween  the  two  races  in  physical,  mental,  and 
moral  characteristics  w^ill  prevent  an  amalganiatiou  or  fusion  of  them 
together  in  one  homogeneous  mass.  If  the  inferior  obtains  the  ascend- 
ency over  the  other,  it  will  govern  with  reference  only  to  its  own  inter- 
ests— for  it  will  recognize  no  common  interest — and  create  such  a  tyranny 
as  this  continent  has  never  yet  witnessed.  Already  the  negroes  are 
influenced  by  promises  of  confiscation  and  plunder.  They  are  taught  to 
regard  as  an  enemy  ever>'  w4iite  man  w*ho  has  any  respect  for  the  rights 
of  his  own  race.  If  this  continues  it  must  become  w^orse  and  worse,  until 
all  order  will  be  subverted,  all  industry  cease,  and  the  fertile  fields  of  the 
South  grow  up  into  a  wilderneas.  Of  all  the  dangers  which  our  nation 
has  yet  encountered,  none  are  equal  to  tliose  which  must  result  from  the 
success  of  the  effort  now^  making  to  Africanize  the  half  of  our  country*. 

I  would  not  put  considerations  of  money  in  competition  w^th  justice 
axjd  right;  but  the  expenses  incident  to  ** reconstruction "   under  the 
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system  adopted  by  Congress  aggravate  what  I  regard  as  the  intrinsic 
wrong  of  the  measure  itself*  It  has  cost  uncounted  millions  already,  and 
if  persisted  in  will  add  largely  to  the  weight  of  taxation,  rdready  too 
oppressive  to  be  borne  without  just  complaint,  and  may  fmally  reduce 
the  Treasury  of  the  nation  to  a  condition  of  bankruptcy.  We  must  not 
delude  ourselves.  It  will  require  a  strong  standing  army  and  probably 
more  than  $200,000,000  per  annum  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  negro 
goveniments  after  they  are  established.  The  sum  thus  thrown  away 
would,  if  proj)erly  used,  fonu  a  sinking  fund  large  enough  to  pay  the 
whole  national  debt  in  less  than  fifteen  years.  It  is  vain  to  hope  that 
negroes  will  maintain  their  ascendency  themselves.  Without  military 
power  they  are  wholly  incapable  of  holding  in  subjection  the  white  peo- 
ple of  the  South. 

I  submit  to  the  judgment  of  Congress  wdiether  the  public  credit  may 
not  be  injuriously  affected  by  a  system  of  measures  like  this.  With  our 
debt  and  the  vast  private  interests  which  are  complicated  with  it,  we  can 
not  be  too  cautious  of  a  policy  which  might  by  possibility  impair  the  con- 
fidence of  the  world  in  our  Government.  That  confidence  can  only  be 
retained  by  carefully  inculcatmg  the  principles  of  justice  and  honor  on 
the  popular  mind  and  by  the  most  scrupulous  fidelity  to  all  our  engage- 
ments of  every  sort.  Any  serious  breach  of  the  organic  law,  p)ersisted  in 
for  a  consideral>Ie  time,  can  nut  but  create  fears  for  the  stability  of  our 
institutions.  Habitual  violation  of  prescribed  rules,  which  w^e  bind  our- 
selves to  obsen-e,  must  demoralize  the  people.  Our  only  standard  of 
civil  duty  \:m\\%  set  at  naught,  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  p:)litical  morality 
is  lost,  the  public  conscience  swings  from  its  moorings  and  yields  to  every 
impulse  of  passion  and  interest.  If  we  repudiate  the  Constitution,  we 
will  not  be  expected  to  care  nuich  for  mere  pecuniary  obhgatious.  The 
\nolation  of  such  a  pledge  as  we  made  on  the  22A  day  of  July,  1861,  will 
assuredly  diminish  the  market  value  of  our  other  promises.  Besides,  if  we 
acknowledge  that  the  national  debt  w'as  created,  not  to  hold  the  States  in 
the  Union,  as  the  taxpayers  were  led  to  suppose,  but  to  expel  them  from 
it  and  hand  them  over  to  be  governed  by  negroes,  the  moral  duty  to  pay 
it  may  seem  much  less  clear.  I  say  it  may  seem  so,  for  I  do  not  admit 
that  this  or  any  other  argument  in  favor  of  repudiation  can  be  enter- 
tained as  sound;  but  its  influence  on  some  classes  of  minds  may  well  be 
apprehended.  The  financial  honor  of  a  great  commercial  nation,  largely 
indebted  and  with  a  republican  form  of  govenament  administered  by 
agents  of  the  popular  choice,  is  a  thing  of  such  delicate  texture  and  the 
destmction  of  it  would  be  followed  by  such  unspeakable  calamity  that 
ever>^  tme  patriot  must  desire  to  avoid  whatever  might  expose  it  to  the 
shghtest  danger. 

The  great  interests  of  the  country  require  immediate  relief  from  these 
enactments.  Business  in  the  South  is  paralyzed  by  a  sense  of  general  in- 
security, by  the  terror  of  confiscation,  and  the  dread  of  negro  supremacy. 


I 

I 

I 


I 


568 


Afessa^t's  and  Papers  of  (he  I^'esidents 


The  vSuulhcni  lrade»  fruiii  which  the  North  would  have  derived  so  great 
a  profit  under  a  government  of  law,  still  languishes»  and  caii  never  l>e 
revived  until  it  ceases  to  be  fettered  by  the  arbitrary  power  which  makes 
all  its  operations  unsafe.  That  rich  countr>*- — the  richest  in  natural  re- 
sources the  world  ever  saw — is  worse  than  lost  if  it  be  not  soon  plac^ 
under  the  protection  of  a  free  constitution.  Instead  of  being,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  a  source  of  wealth  and  power,  it  \^^ll  become  an  intolerable  burdett 
upon  the  rest  of  the  nation. 

Another  reason  for  retracing  our  steps  w^ll  doubtless  be  seen  by  Con* 
gress  in  the  late  manifestations  of  public  opinion  upon  this  subject.  We 
live  in  a  counir>^  where  the  popular  w^ll  ahvays  enforces  oliedience  to 
itself,  sooner  or  laten  It  is  vain  to  think  of  opposing  it  with  an\lliing 
short  of  legal  authority'  backed  by  overwhelming  force.  It  can  not  have 
escaped  your  attention  that  from  the  day  on  which  Congress  fairly  and 
formally  presented  the  proposition  to  govern  the  Southern  States  by  mili* 
tary  force,  wnth  a  \new  to  the  ultimate  establishment  of  negro  supremacy, 
every  expression  of  the  general  sentiment  has  l>een  more  or  less  adverse  to 
it.  The  affections  of  this  generation  can  not  Ijc  detached  from  the  insti- 
tutions of  their  ancestors.  Their  determination  to  preserve  the  inherit- 
ance of  free  government  in  their  own  hands  and  transmit  it  undivided 
and  unimpaired  to  their  own  posterity  is  too  strong  to  be  successfully 
opposed,  Everj^  weaker  passion  will  disappear  before  that  love  of  lib* 
erty  and  law  for  which  the  American  people  are  distinguished  above  all 
others  ui  the  world. 

How  far  the  duty  of  the  President  *'to  preserv^e,  protect,  and  defend 
the  Constitution"  reqtiires  him  to  go  in  opposing  an  unconstitutiotuil 
act  of  Congress  is  a  very  serious  and  important  question,  on  which  1 
have  deliberated  much  and  felt  extremely  anxious  to  reach  a  proper 
conclusion.  Where  an  act  has  been  passed  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  Constitution  by  the  supreme  legislative  authority,  and  is  regularly 
enrolled  among  the  public  statutes  of  tlie  countr>%  Executive  resistance 
to  it,  especially  in  times  of  high  party  excitement,  would  be  likely  to 
produce  violent  collision  between  the  respective  adherents  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Government.  This  would  be  simply  civil  war,  and  civil 
w^ar  must  be  resorted  to  only  as  the  last  remedy  for  the  worst  of  evilk 
Whatever  might  tend  to  provoke  it  should  be  most  carefully  avoided. 
A  faithful  and  conscientious  magistrate  will  concede  ver>'  much  to  hon- 
est error»  and  something  even  to  perv^erse  mahce,  before  he  will  endanger 
the  public  peace;  and  he  will  not  adopt  forcible  measures,  t>r  such  as 
might  lead  to  force,  as  long  as  those  w*hich  are  peaceable  remain  open  to 
liim  or  to  his  constituents.  It  is  true  tliat  cases  may  occur  in  which  the 
Executive  would  l^e  compelled  to  stand  on  its  rights,  and  maintain  them 
regardless  of  all  cotisequences.  If  Congress  should  pass  an  act  which  is 
not  only  in  palpable  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  but  will  certainly,  if 
carried  out,  produce  immediate  and  Irrepanible  injury  to  the  orgacdc 
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structure  of  the  Government,  and  if  iliere  l*e  neitlier  judicial  remedy  fur 
the  wrongs  it  inflicts  nor  power  in  the  |)eople  to  protect  tlieniseh'es  with- 
out the  official  aid  of  their  elected  defender^ — if^  for  instance,  the  legisla- 
tive department  should  pass  an  act  even  through  all  the  forms  of  law  to 
alxjlish  a  ctK>rdinate  department  of  the  Govennnent — in  such  a  case  the 
President  must  take  the  high  responsihilities  of  his  office  and  save  the  life 
of  the  nation  at  all  hazards.  The  so-called  reconstruction  acts,  tliough  as 
plainly  unconstitutional  as  any  that  can  be  iniag^ined,  were  not  Lielieved 
to  be  within  the  class  last  mentioned.  The  jieople  were  not  wholly  dis- 
armed of  the  power  of  self-defense.  In  all  the  Northern  States  they  still 
held  in  their  hands  the  sacred  right  of  the  ballot,  and  it  was  safe  to 
l>elieve  that  in  due  time  they  w*ould  come  to  the  rescue  of  their  own 
institutions.  It  g:ives  me  pleasure  to  add  that  the  appeal  to  our  common 
constituents  was  not  taken  in  vain,  and  that  my  confidence  in  their  wis- 
dom and  \nrtue  seems  not  to  have  been  misplaced. 

It  is  well  and  publicly  kno'^^Ti  that  enonnons  frauds  have  been  |>eq^- 
t rated  on  the  Treasury  and  that  colossal  fortunes  have  been  made  at  the 
public  expense.  This  species  of  corniption  has  increased,  is  increasing, 
and  if  not  diminished  will  soon  bring  us  into  total  ruin  and  disgrace. 
The  piil>lic  creditors  and  the  taxpayers  are  alike  interested  in  an  honest 
administration  of  the  finances,  and  neither  class  will  long  endure  the 
large-handed  robberies  of  the  recent  past.  For  this  discreditable  state  of 
things  there  are  several  causes.  Some  of  the  taxes  are  so  laid  as  to  pre- 
sent an  irresistible  temptation  to  evade  payment.  The  great  sums  which 
officers  may  w^n  by  connivance  at  fraud  create  a  presvsure  \\'hich  is  more 
than  the  virtue  of  many  can  %vithstand,  and  there  can  l)e  no  doubt  that 
the  open  disregard  of  constitutional  obligations  avowed  by  some  of  the 
highest  and  most  influential  men  in  the  country  has  greatly  weakened 
the  moral  sense  of  those  who  serve  in  subordinate  places.  The  expenses 
of  the  United  States,  including  interest  on  the  public  debt,  are  more  tlian 
six  times  as  much  as  they  were  seven  years  ago.  To  collect  and  dis- 
burse this  vast  amount  requires  careful  supervision  as  w*el!  as  systematic 
vigilance.  The  system,  never  perfected,  was  much  disorganized  by  the 
*'  tenure-of-ofhce  bill/  *  which  has  almost  destroyed  official  accountability. 
The  President  may  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  an  officer  is  incapable, 
dishonest,  or  unfaithful  to  the  Constitution,  but  under  the  law  w^iich  I 
have  named  the  utmost  he  can  do  is  to  complain  to  the  Senate  and  ask 
the  privilege  of  supplying  his  place  with  a  better  man.  If  the  Senate  be 
regarded  as  personally  or  politically  hostile  to  the  President,  it  is  natural, 
and  not  altogether  unreasonable,  for  the  officer  to  expect  that  it  will  take 
his  part  as  far  as  possible,  restore  him  to  his  place,  and  give  him  a  triumph 
over  his  Executive  superior.  The  ofBcer  has  other  chances  of  impunity 
arising  from  accidental  defects  of  evidence,  the  mode  of  investigating  it, 
and  the  secrecy  of  the  hearing.  It  is  not  wonderful  that  official  malfea- 
sance should  become  bold  in  proportion  as  the  delinquents  learn  to  think 
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themselves  safe.  I  am  entirely  persuaded  that  under  such  a  rule  the 
President  can  not  perform  the  great  duty  assigned  to  him  of  seeing  the 
laws  faithfully  executed,  and  that  it  disables  him  most  especially  from 
enforcing  that  rigid  accountability  which  is  necessary  to  the  due  execu- 
tion of  the  revenue  laws. 

The  Constitution  invests  the  President  with  authority  to  decide  whether 
a  renuA'al  should  Ix:  made  in  any  given  case;  the  act  of  Congress  declares 
in  suljstance  that  he  shall  only  accuse  such  as  he  supposes  to  be  unworthy 
of  their  trust.  The  Constitution  makes  him  so\^  judge  in  the  premises, 
but  the  statute  takes  away  his  jurisdiction,  transfers  it  to  the  Senate,  and 
leaves  liitn  nothing  but  the  odious  and  sometimes  impracticable  duty  of 
1x:coniing  a  prosecutor .  The  prosecution  is  to  l^e  conducted  before  a  tri- 
bunal whose  inenilxirs  are  not,  like  him,  responsible  to  the  whole  people, 
but  to  separate  constituent  Ixxlies,  and  who  may  hear  his  accusation  with 
great  disfavor.  The  vSenate  is  absolutely  without  any  known  standard  of 
decision  applicable  to  such  a  case.  Its  judgment  can  tfot  be  anticipated, 
for  it  is  not  governed  by  any  rule.  The  law^  does  not  define  what  shall  be 
deemed  gocxl  cause  for  removal.  It  is  impossible  even  to  conjecture  what 
may  or  may  not  Ixi  so  considered  by  the  Senate.  The  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject forbids  clear  proof.  If  the  charge  l>e  incapacity,  what  evidence  will 
sup]H)rt  it?  I'idelity  to  the  Constitution  may  be  understood  or  misun- 
(k-rst(K)(l  in  a  thousand  different  ways,  and  by  violent  party  men,  in  vio- 
lent party  times,  unfaithfulness  to  the  Constitution  may  even  come  to  be 
considered  meritorious.  If  the  officer  be  accused  of  dishonesty,  how  shall  . 
it  l)e  made  out?  Will  it  l)e  inferred  from  acts  unconnected  with  pub- 
lic duty,  from  ])rivale  history,  or  from  general  reputation,  or  must  the 
PresidtMit  await  the  connnission  of  an  actual  misdemeanor  in  oflSce?  Shall 
he  in  the  nu^antinie  risk  the  character  and  interest  of  the  nation  in  the 
ha  nils  of  men  to  whom  he  can  not  give  his  confidence?  Must  he  for- 
l>ear  his  complaint  until  the  mischief  is  done  and  can  not  be  prevented? 
If  his  /cal  in  the  public  service  should  impel  him  to  anticipate  the  o\'ert 
act.  must  he  move  at  the  peril  of  Ixiing  tried  himself  for  the  offense  of 
sl;ni(k'ring  his  sulxniliuate?  In  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country 
soinenut^  must  be  held  res|M^nsible  for  official  delinquency  of  every  kind. 
1 1  is  extremely  (lilTicult  to  say  where  that  resjx)nsibiHty  should  be  thrown 
if  it  be  not  left  where  it  has  l)een  placed  by  the  Constitution.  But  all 
just  men  will  admit  that  the  President  ought  to  be  entirely  relieved  from 
sueli  resiH)nsibilit>-  if  he  can  not  meet  it  by  reason  of  restrictions  placed 
l>y  law  u|H)n  his  action. 

The  unrestricted  innver  of  removal  from  office  is  a  very  great  one  to  be 
trusted  even  to  a  magistrate  chosen  by  the  general  suffrage  of  the  whole 
lK'oi>le  and  aceoinitable  ilirectly  to  them  for  his  acts.  It  is  undoubtedly 
liable  to  abuse,  and  at  stnne  iK^riods  of  our  history  perhaps  has  been 
abuscnl.  If  it  l>e  tlumght  desirable  and  constitutional  that  it  should  be 
so  limited  as  to  make  the  President  merely  a  common  informer  against 
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other  public  agents,  he  should  at  least  l>e  perniiltecl  to  act  in  that  capacity 
before  some  open  tribniial,  independent  of  party  pohtics,  ready  to  inves- 
tigate the  merits  of  ever>"  case,  furnished  with  the  means  of  taking  evi- 
dence, and  bound  to  decide  according  to  estabUshed  rules.  This  would 
guarantee  the  safety  of  the  accuser  when  he  acts  in  good  faith,  and  at 
the  same  time  secure  the  rights  of  the  other  party.  I  speak,  of  course, 
with  all  proper  respect  for  the  present  Senate,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  any  legislative  body  can  be  so  constituted  as  to  insure  its  fitness  for 
these  functions. 

It  is  not  the  theor>'  of  tins  Government  that  i>ublic  offices  are  the  prop- 
erty of  those  who  hold  them.  They  are  given  merely  as  a  trust  for  the 
pubhc  l>enefit,  sometimes  for  a  ^y.^A  period,  sometimes  during  gocwl  behav- 
ior, but  generally  they  are  liable  to  l>e  terminated  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
appointing  power,  wdiich  represents  the  collective  majesty  and  speaks 
the  will  of  the  people.  The  forced  retention  in  office  of  a  single  dishon- 
est person  may  work  great  injury  to  the  pulvlic  interests.  The  danger 
to  the  public  service  conies  not  from  the  power  to  remove,  but  from  tlie 
power  to  appoint.  Therefore  it  was  that  the  franiers  of  the  Constitution 
left  the  power  of  removal  unrestricted,  while  they  gave  the  Senate  a  right 
to  reject  all  appointments  which  in  its  opinion  were  not  fit  to  l>e  made. 
A  little  reflection  on  this  subject  will  probably  satisfy  all  who  have  the 
good  of  the  countr>'  at  heart  that  our  best  course  is  to  take  the  Constitu- 
tion for  our  guide,  walk  in  the  path  marked  out  by  the  founders  of  the 
Republic,  and  obey  the  ndes  made  sacred  by  the  oliservance  of  our  great 
predecessors. 

The  present  condition  of  onr  finances  and  circulating  medium  is  one  to 
which  your  early  consideration  is  in\4ted. 

The  proportion  which  the  currency  of  any  country  shotild  lx;ar  to  the 
whole  value  of  the  annual  produce  circulated  by  its  means  is  a  question 
upon  which  political  economists  have  not  agreed.  Nor  can  it  be  con- 
trolled by  legislation,  but  must  be  left  to  tlie  irrevocable  laws  w^hich 
every %vhere  regulate  commerce  and  trade.  The  circulating  medium  will 
ever  irresistibly  flow  to  those  points  where  it  is  in  greatest  demand.  The 
law  of  demand  and  supply  is  as  unerring  as  that  which  regulates  the  tides 
of  the  ocean;  and,  indeed,  currency,  like  the  tides,  has  its  ebbs  and  flows 
throughout  the  commercial  world. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  rel)ellion  the  Ixmk-note  circulation  of  the 
country  amounted  to  not  much  more  than  $200,000,000:  now  the  circu- 
lation of  national-bank  notes  and  those  knowm  as  **  legal-tenders "  is 
nearly  seven  hundred  millious.  While  it  is  urged  by  some  that  this 
amount  should  \yt  increased,  others  contend  that  a  decided  reduction  is 
aVjsolutely  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  countr>^  In  view  of  these 
diverse  opinions,  it  may  be  well  to  ascertain  the  real  value  of  our  paper 
issues  when  compared  with  a  metallic  or  convertible  currency.  For  this 
purpose  let  us  inquire  how  much  gold  and  silver  could  be  purchased  by 
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the  seven  hundred  nnlhons  of  paper  money  ncnv  in  circulation.  Probably 
not  more  than  half  the  amount  of  tlie  latter,  showing  that  when  our  paj>er 
currency  is  compared  with  gold  and  sih^er  its  commercial  value  is  com- 
pressed into  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions.  This  striking  fact  makes 
it  the  obvious  doty  of  the  Government,  as  early  as  may  l>e  consistent  wnth 
the  principles  of  sound  political  econom>',  to  take  such  measures  as  will 
enable  the  holder  of  its  notes  and  those  of  the  national  banks  to  convert 
them  without  loss  into  specie  or  its  equivalent.  A  reduction  of  our 
paper  circulating  medium  need  not  necessarily  follow.  This,  how^ever, 
would  def^end  uix>n  the  law  of  demand  and  supply,  though  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  by  making  legal -tender  and  bank  notes  convertible 
into  coin  or  its  equi\'alent  their  present  specie  \'alue  in  the  hands  of  their 
holders  %vouId  be  enhanced  loo  per  cent. 

Legislation  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  result  so  desirable  is  demanded 
by  the  highest  public  considerations.  The  Constitution  contemplates 
that  the  circulating  medium  of  the  countr>'  shall  l>e  uniform  in  quality 
and  value.  At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  that  instrument  the  conn- 
try  had  just  emerged  from  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  a  redundant  and  worthless  paper  currency.  The 
sages  of  that  period  w^ere  anxious  to  protect  their  posterity  from  the  evils 
that  they  themselves  had  experienced.  Hence  in  providing  a  circulat- 
ing medium  they  conferred  upon  Congress  the  power  to  coin  money  and 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  at  the  same  time  prohibiting  the  States  from 
making  an\i:liing  but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts. 

The  anomalous  condition  of  onr  currency  is  in  striking  contrast  with 
that  which  was  originally  designed.  Our  circulation  now^  embraces,  first, 
notes  of  the  national  banks,  whicli  are  made  receivable  for  all  dues  to 
the  Govenunent,  excluding  imposts,  and  by  all  its  creditors,  excepting 
in  payment  of  interest  ut>on  its  bonds  and  the  securities  themselves;  sec- 
ond, legal -tender  notes,  issued  by  the  United  States,  and  %vhich  the  law 
requires  shall  ho.  received  as  well  in  payment  of  all  debts  between  citizens 
as  of  all  Government  dues,  excepting  imjKists;  and,  third,  gold  and  silver 
coin.  By  the  operation  of  our  present  system  of  finance,  however,  tlie 
metallic  currency,  wdien  collected,  is  reser\^ed  only  for  one  class  of  Gov- 
ernment creditors,  who,  holding  its  bonds,  semiaimually  receive  their 
interest  in  coin  from  the  National  Treasury.  They  are  thus  made  to 
occupy  an  invidious  position ,  whicli  may  be  used  to  strengthen  the  argu- 
nients  of  those  who  would  bring  into  disrepute  the  obligations  of  the 
nation.  In  the  payment  of  all  its  debts  the  plighted  faith  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernment should  be  inviolably  maintained.  But  while  it  acts  with  fidelity 
tow-ard  tlie  bondholder  who  loaned  his  money  that  the  integrity  of  the 
Union  might  be  presented,  it  should  at  the  same  time  obsen^e  good  faith 
with  the  great  masses  of  the  people,  who,  having  rescued  the  Union  from 
the  perils  of  rebellion,  now  l>ear  the  burdens  of  taxation,  that  the  Gov- 
l€nimetit  may  be  able  to  fulfill  its  engagements.    There  is  no  reason  which 
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will  be  accepted  as  satisfactory  by  the  people  why  those  who  defend  us 
on  the  land  and  protect  us  on  the  sea;  the  pensioner  upon  the  gratitude 
of  the  nation,  bearing  the  scars  and  wounds  received  while  in  its  service; 
the  public  servants  in  the  various  Departments  of  the  Government;  the 
farmer  who  supplies  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  and  the  sailors  of  the  Navy; 
the  artisan  who  toils  in  the  nation's  workshops,  or  the  mechanics  and 
laborers  who  build  its  edifices  and  construct  its  forts  and  vessels  of  war, 
should,  in  payment  of  their  just  and  hard-earned  dues,  receive  depreciated 
paper,  while  another  class  of  their  countrymen,  no  more  deserving,  are 
paid  in  coin  of  gold  and  silver.  Equal  and  exact  justice  requires  that  all 
the  creditors  of  the  Government  should  be  paid  in  a  currency  possessing 
a  tmiform  value.  This  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  restoration  of 
the  currency  to  the  standard  established  by  the  Constitution;  and  by 
this  means  we  would  remove  a  discrimination  which  may,  if  it  has  not 
already  done  so,  create  a  prejudice  that  may  become  deep  rooted  and 
widespread  and  imperil  the  national  credit. 

The  feasibility  of  making  our  currency  correspond  with  the  constitu- 
tional standard  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  a  few  facts  derived  from  our 
commercial  statistics. 

The  production  of  precious  metals  in  the  United  States  from  1849  to 
1857,  inclusive,  amounted  to  $579,000,000;  from  1858  to  i860,  inclusive, 
to  $137,500,000,  and  from  1861  to  1867,  inclusive,  to  $45 7, 500, 000 — mak- 
ing the  grand  aggregate  of  products  since  1849  $1,174,000,000.  The 
amount  of  specie  coined  from  1849  to  1857  inclusive,  was  $439,000,000; 
from  1858  to  i860,  inclusive,  $125,000,000,  and  from  1861  to  1867,  inclu- 
sive, $310,000,000 — making  the  total  coinage  since  1849  $874,000,000. 
From  1849  to  1857,  inclusive,  the  net  exports  of  specie  amounted  to 
$271,000,006;  from  1858  to  i860,  inclusive,  to  $148,000,000,  and  from 
1 86 1  to  1867,  inclusive,  $322,000,000 — making  the  aggregate  of  net  ex- 
ports since  1849  $741,000,000.  These  figures  show  an  excess  of  product 
over  net  exports  of  $433,000,000.  There  are  in  the  Treasury  $111 ,000,000 
in  coin,  something  more  than  $40,000,000  in  circulation  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  a  few  millions  in  the  national  and  other  banks — in  all  about 
$160,000,000.  This,  however,  taking  into  account  the  specie  in  the 
countr>'  prior  to  1849,  leaves  more  than  $300,000,000  which  have  not 
been  accounted  for  by  exportation,  and  therefore  may  yet  remain  in  the 
country. 

These  are  important  facts  and  show  how  completely  the  inferior  cur- 
rency will  supersede  the  better,  forcing  it  from  circulation  among  the 
masses  and  causing  it  to  be  exported  as  a  mere  article  of  trade,  to  add  to 
the  money  capital  of  foreign  lands.  They  show- the  necessity  of  retiring 
our  paper  money,  that  the  return  of  gold  and  silver  to  the  avenues  of  trade 
may  be  invited  and  a  demand  created  which  will  cause  the  retention  at 
home  of  at  least  so  much  of  the  productions  of  our  rich  and  inexhaustible 
gold-bearing  fields  as  may  be  sufficient  for  purposes  of  circulation.     It  is 
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unreasonable  to  expect  a  return  to  a  sound  ciurency  so  long  as  the  Gov- 
ernment by  continuing  to  issue  irredeemable  notes  fills  the  channels  of 
circulation  \\nth  depreciated  paper.  Notwithstanding  a  coinage  by  our 
mints,  since  1849,  of  $874^000^000,  the  people  are  now  strangers  to  the 
cinrency  which  was  designed  for  their  use  and  benefit,  and  specimens  of 
the  precious  metals  liearing  the  national  device  are  seldom  seen,  excepj^H 
when  produced  to  gratify  the  interest  excited  by  their  novelty.  If  depre-" 
ciated  paj>er  is  to  be  continued  as  the  pemiauent  currency  of  tlie  country, 
and  all  our  coin  is  to  become  a  mere  article  of  trailic  and  speculation,  to 
the  enhancement  in  price  of  all  that  is  indispensable  to  the  comfort  of  the 
people,  it  would  be  wise  economy  to  abolish  our  mints,  thus  sav^ing  the 
nation  the  care  and  expense  incident  to  such  establishments,  and  let  all  cjur 
precious  metals  be  exported  in  bullion.  The  time  has  come,  however, 
when  the  Government  and  national  banks  should  Ije  required  to  take  the 
most  efficient  steps  and  make  all  neceasary  arrangements  for  a  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  practicable  period.  Specie  pay- 
ments having  l:>een  once  resumed  by  the  Government  and  banks,  all  notes 
or  bills  of  |>aper  issued  by  either  of  a  less  denomination  than  $20  should 
by  law  be  excluded  from  circulation ,  so  that  the  people  may  have  the 
benefit  and  convenience  of  a  gold  and  silver  cmrency  which  in  all  tlieir 
business  transactions  \\\\\  be  uniform  in  value  at  home  and  abroad. 

Ever)'  man  of  property  or  industiy,  every  man  who  desires  to  preserve  what  he 
honestly  possesses  or  tn  obtain  what  he  can  honestly  eani,  has  a  direct  iuterrsl  in 
maintaining  a  safe  circulating  medium — such  a  medium  as  shall  be  real  and  suhslan- 
liid,  not  liat)le  to  vibrate  with  <ipinicms,  not  subject  to  be  blown  up  or  blown  down  by 
the  breath  of  speculation,  but  to  Ix?  made  stable  and  secure.  A  disordered  ciurency 
is  one  of  the  greatest  political  evils.  It  undcnnines  tlie  virtues  necxsssaiy  for  the 
support  of  the  social  system  and  eucouragies  propensities  destructive  of  \\s  Uappineiis; 
it  wars  against  industry,  frugality,  and  economy,  and  it  fosters  tlie  evil  spirits  of 
estravagJince  and  speculation. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  one  of  our  profound  and  most  gifted  statesnjen 
that" 

Of  all  the  contrivances  for  cheating  the  laboring  classes  of  mankind^  ntme  has 
t^een  more  effectual  tlian  that  whicli  deludes  them  with  paptrr  money.  This  is  the 
must  effectual  of  inventions  to  fertilize  the  rich  man's  fields  by  the  sweat  of  tlie  po<»r 
man *s  brow.  Ordinary  tyranny,  oppreswsion,  excessive  taxation— these  Ijear  lighily 
on  tlie  happiness  of  the  mass  of  the  community  compared  with  a  fraudulent  cur- 
rency and  the  robberies  committed  by  depreciated  paper.  Oiu-  own  history  haa 
recorded  for  our  instruction  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  of  Uie  demorultzindS 
tendency /the  injustice,  and  the  intolerable  oppression  on  the  virtuous  and  well  Amm 
posetl  of  a  degraded  paper  currency  authorized  by  law  or  in  any  wiiy  cottntctiaiiiocd 
by  guvemment. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  successful  devices,  in  times  of  |)eace  or  Hiir,  cxpau* 
sions  or  revulsions,  to  accomphsh  the  transfer  of  all  the  precious  metal^ 
from  the  fi:reat  mass  of  the  people  into  the  hands  of  the  few,  where  the^ 
are  hoarded  in  secret  places  or  deposited  in  strung  boxe^  under  bolts  and 
bars,  while  tlie  people  are  left  to  endure  all  the  inconvenience,  sacrifice^ 
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and  demoralization  resulting  from  the  use  of  a  depreciated  and  worthless 
paper  money. 

The  condition  of  our  finances  and  the  operations  of  our  revenue  system 
are  set  forth  and  fully  explained  in  the  able  and  instructive  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  On  the  30th  of  June,  1866,  the  public  debt 
amounted to$2, 783,425,879;  onthe3othofjunelast  it  was  $2,692, 199,215, 
showing  a  reduction  during  the  fiscal  year  of  $91,226,664.  During  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1867,  the  receipts  were  $490,634,010  and  the 
expenditures  $346,729, 129,  leaving  an  available  surplus  of  $143,904,880. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1868, 
will  be  $417,161,928  and  that  the  expenditures  will  reach  the  sum  of 
$393,269,226,  leaving  in  the  Treasur>^  a  surplus  of  $23,892,702.  For  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1869,  it  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  will 
amount  to  $381,000,000  and  that  the  expenditures  will  be  $372,000,000, 
showing  an* excess  of  $9,000,000  in  favor  of  the  Government. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  earnestly  invited  to  the  necessity  of  a 
thorough  revision  of  our  revenue  system.  Our  internal-revenue  laws  and 
impost  system  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to  bear  most  heavily  on  articles 
of  luxury,  leaving  the  necessaries  of  life  as  free  from  taxation  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  real  wants  of  the  Govenimcnt,  economically  admin- 
istered. Taxation  would  not  then  fall  unduly  on  the  man  of  moderate 
means;  and  while  none  would  Ixi  entirely  exempt  from  assessment,  all, 
in  proportion  to  their  pecuniar}^  abilities,  would  contribute  toward  the 
support  of  the  State.  A  modification  of  the  internal-revenue  system,  by 
a  large  reduction  in  the  numl^er  of  articles  now  subject  to  tax,  would  be 
followed  by  results  equally  advantageous  to  the  citizen  and  the  Govern- 
ment. It  would  render  the  execijtion  of  the  law  less  exjKMisive  and  more 
certain,  remove  obstructions  to  industry,  lessen  the  temptations  to  evade 
the  law,  diminish  the  violations  and  frauds  perpetrated  upon  its  provi- 
sions, make  its  operations  less  inquisitorial,  and  greatly  reduce  in  numbers 
the  army  of  taxgatherers  created  by  the  system,  who  "take  from  the 
mouth  of  honest  labor  the  bread  it  has  earned."  Retrenchment,  reform, 
and  economy  should  l)e  carried  into  every  branch  of  the  public  service, 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  may  be  reduced  and  the  people 
relieved  from  oppressive  taxation;  a  sound  currency  should  l^e  restored, 
and  the  public  faith  in  regard  to  the  national  debt  sacredly  obsers^ed.  The 
accomplishment  of  these  imix)rtant  results,  together  with  the  restoration 
of  the  Union  of  the  States  \\\iO\\  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  would 
inspire  confidence  at  home  and  abroad  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions 
and  bring  to  the  nation  prosperity,  peace,  and  good  will. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim  exhibits  the  operations 
of  the  Army  and  of  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War  Department.  The 
aggregate  strength  of  our  military  force  on  the  30th  of  vSeptemlx^r  last  was 
56,315.  The  total  estimate  for  military  appropriations  is  !S^77, 124,707, 
including  a  deficiency  in  last  year's  appropriation  of  $i3,6oo,(xx).     The 
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payments  at  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the  service  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment from  January  i  to  October  29,  1867 — a  period  of  ten  months — 
amomited  to  $ick),8o7,ooo.  The  expenses  of  the  militar>^  estabhshment, 
as  well  as  the  numbers  of  the  Anny,  are  now  three  times  as  great  as  they 
have  ever  been  in  time  of  peace,  while  the  discretionary^  power  is  vested 
in  the  Execiiti\'e  to  add  minions  to  this  exix^nditure  by  an  increase  of 
the  Army  to  the  maximum  strength  allowed  by  the  law. 

The  comprehensive  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  furnishes 
interesting  inforniation  in  reference  to  the  important  branches  of  the 
public  service  connected  with  his  Department.  The  menacing  attitude 
of  some  of  tlie  warlike  bands  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  district  of  country 
between  the  Arkansas  and  Platte  rivers  and  portions  of  Dakota  Terri- 
tory required  the  presence  of  a  large  military  force  in  that  region.  Insti- 
gated h\  real  or  imaginary  grievances,  the  Indians  occasionally  committed 
acts  of  barbarous  violence  upon  emigrants  and  our  frontier  settlements; 
but  a  general  Itidian  w^ar  has  l>een  providentially  averted.  The  commis- 
sioners under  the  act  of  20th  July,  1867,  were  invested  with  full  jx^wer  to 
adjust  existing  difficulties,  negotiate  treaties  with  the  disafifected  bands, 
and  select  for  them  reserv^ations  remote  from  the  traveled  routes  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific.  They  entered  without  delay  upon  the 
executioLi  of  their  trust,  but  have  not  yet  made  any  official  report  of 
their  proceedings.  It  is  of  vital  importance  that  our  distant  Territories 
should  be  exempt  from  Indian  outbreaks,  and  that  the  construction  of 
the  Pacific  Railroad,  an  object  of  national  impt^rtancCi  should  not  be 
interrupted  by  hostile  tribes.  These  objects,  as  well  as  the  material 
interests  and  the  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of  the  Indians,  can 
be  most  effectually  secured  by  concentrating  them  upon  portions  of 
country  set  apart  for  their  exclusive  use  and  located  at  points  remote 
from  our  highways  and  encroaching  white  settlements. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Congress  510  miles  of  road  have  been  constructed  on  the  main  line  and 
branches  of  the  Pacific  Railway.  The  line  from  Omaha  is  rapidly  ap- 
proaching the  eastern  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  while  the  terminus 
of  the  last  section  of  constructed  road  in  California,  accepted  by  the 
Government  on  the  24th  day  of  October  last,  was  but  1 1  miles  distant 
from  tJie  sinnmit  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  The  remarkable  energy  evinced 
by  the  companies  offers  the  strongest  assurance  that  the  completion  of 
the  road  from  vSacramento  to  Omaha  will  not  be  long  deferred. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  7,041, 1 14  acres  of  public  land  were  disposed 
of » and  the  cash  receipts  from  sales  and  fees  exceeded  by  one-half  million 
dollars  the  sum  realized  from  those  sources  during  the  preceding  year. 
The  amount  paid  to  pensioners,  including  expenses  of  disbursements, 
w^as  $18,619,956,  and  36,482  names  were  added  to  the  rolls.  The  entire 
number  of  jTensioners  on  the  30th  of  June  last  was  155,474.  Eleven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- five  patents  and  designs  were  issued 
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during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1867,  and  at  that  date  the  balance 
in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  patent  fund  was  $286,607. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  states  that  we  have  seven 
squadrons  actively  and  judiciously  employed,  under  efficient  and  able 
commanders,  in  protecting  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens, 
maintaining  the  dignity  and  power  of  the  Government,  and  promoting 
the  commerce  and  business  interests  of  our  countrymen  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  Of  the  238  vessels  composing  the  present  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  56,  carrying  507  guns,  are  in  squadron  service.  During  the  year 
the  number  of  vessels  in  commission  has  been  reduced  1 2 ,  and  there  are 
13  less  on  squadron  duty  than  there  were  at  the  date  of  the  last  report. 
A  large  number  of  vessels  were  commenced  and  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction when  the  war  terminated,  and  although  Congress  had  made  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  their  completion,  the  Department  has  either 
suspended  work  upon  them  or  limited  the  slow  completion  of  the  steam 
vessels,  so  as  to  meet  the  contracts  for  machinery  made  with  private 
establishments.  The  total  expenditures  of  the  Navy  Department  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1867,  were  $31,034,011.  No  appropriations 
have  been  made  or  required  since  the  close  of  the  war  for  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  vessels,  for  steam  machinery',  ordnance,  provisions  and 
clothing,  fuel,  hemp,  etc.,  the  balances  under  these  several  heads  having 
been  more  than  sufficient  for  current  expenditures.  It  should  also  be 
stated  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  that,  besides  asking  no  appropria- 
tions for  the  above  objects  for  the  last  two  years,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  May  i , 
1820,  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  carr>'  to  the  surplus  fund 
the  sum  of  $65,000,000,  being  the  amount  received  from  the  sales  of  ves- 
sels and  other  war  property  and  the  remnants  of  former  appropriations. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  shows  the  business  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department  and  the  condition  of  the  postal  service  in  a  very 
favorable  light,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  is  called  to  its  practical 
recommendations.  The  receipts  of  the  Department  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1867,  including  all  special  appropriations  for  sea  and  land  serv- 
ice and  for  free  mail  matter,  were  $19,978,693.  The  expenditures  for  all 
purposes  were  $19,235,483,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  in  favor  of 
the  Department  of  $743,210,  which  can  be  applied  toward  the  expenses 
of  the  Department  for  the  current  year.  The  increase  of  postal  revenue, 
independent  of  specific  appropriations,  for  the  year  1867  over  that  of  1866 
was  $850,040.  The  increase  of  revenue  from  the  sale  of  stamps  and 
stamped  envelopes  was  $783,404.  The  increase  of  expenditures  for  1867 
over  those  of  the  previous  year  was  owing  chiefly  to  the  extension  of  the 
land  and  ocean  mail  service.  During  the  past  year  new  postal  conven- 
tions have  been  ratified  and  exchanged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  Switzerland,  the 
North  German  Union,  Italy,  and  the  colonial  government  at  Hong  Kong, 
M  P— vol.  VI— 37 
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reducing  very  largely  the  rates  of  ocean  and  land  postag^es  to  and  from 
and  within  tliose  countries. 

The  report  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  AgTrcultnre  cunci.st;iy  pre- 
sents the  cniidition,  wants,  and  progress  of  an  interest  eminently  worthy 
the  fostering  care  of  Congress,  and  exhihits  a  large  measure  of  useful 
results  achieved  during  the  \'ear  to  w^hich  it  refers. 

The  reestablishment  of  peace  at  homt;  and  the  resumption  of  extendeti 
trade,  travel,  and  commerce  abroad  have  ser\'ed  to  increase  the  number 
and  variety  of  questions  in  the  Department  for  Foreign  Affairs.  None 
of  these  questions,  however,  have  serioit^sly  disturbed  our  relations  witll 
other  states. 

The  Republic  of  Mexico,  having  been  relieved  from  Inrei^n  interven- 
tion, is  earnestly  engaged  in  efforts  to  reestablish  her  constitutional  sys- 
tem of  government.  A  good  understanding  continues  to  e^st  between 
uur  Government  and  the  Republics  of  Hayti  and  San  Domingo,  and  oiu" 
cordial  relations  with  the  Central  and  South  American  States  remain 
unchanged.  The  tender,  made  in  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  grw^d  offices  of  the  Government  with  a  view  to  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  ix:ace  between  Brazil  and  her  allies  on  one  side  and  Para- 
guay on  the  other,  and  between  Chile  and  her  allies  on  the  one  side  and 
Spain  on  the  other,  though  kindly  received,  has  in  neither  case  been  fully 
accepted  )>y  the  lx41igerents.  The  war  in  the  valley  of  the  Parana  is  still 
vigorously  maintained.  On  the  other  hand,  actual  hostiUties  l>etvveen 
the  Pacific  States  and  Spain  have  been  more  than  a  year  sus|iendcd. 
1  shall  J  on  any  proper  occasion  that  may  occur,  renew  the  conciliator\^ 
recommendations  which  have  been  already  made.  Brazil,  with  cnlight- 
ened  sagacity  and  comprehensive  statesmanship,  has  opened  the  great 
channels  of  the  Amazon  and  its  tributaries  to  universal  c<:>mnierce.  One 
thing  more  seems  needful  to  assure  a  mpid  and  cheering  progress  in 
South  America.  I  refer  to  those  peaceful  habits  witliont  which  statf^ 
and  nations  can  not  in  this  age  well  expect  material  prosperity  or  stxriafl 
adN'tincement.  1 

The  Exix>sition  of  Ihuveisal  Industry  at  I'aris  has  passed,  and  seems 
to  have  fully  realized  the  high  expectations  of  the  French  CVoverninent. 
If  due  allowance  be  made  for  the  recent  political  derangement  of  industry 
here,  the  part  which  the  United  States  has  borne  in  this  exhibition  ofi 
invention  and  art  may  be  regarded  with  very  high  satisfaction.  During 
the  exposition  a  conference  was  held  of  delegates  from  sev^eral  nations^  tlic 
United  States  being  one,  in  which  the  inconveniences  of  c<ii  1  i 

s(»ciai  intercourse  resulting  from  the  diverse  standards  of  .  el 

were  very  fully  discussed,  and  plans  were  developed  for  cstahli-shing  by 
universal  consent  a  common  principle  for  the  ccni^  '  ^old.     TlicM 

conferences  are  expected  to  be  renewed,  with  ih*  -ncc  of  maii|| 

fcrrdgn  states  not  hitherto  represented.     A  report  of  these  interesting 
pnjceedings  will  1>e  submitted  to  Congress,  which  mil,  no  doubt,  juMly 
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appreciate  tlie  great  object  and  be  ready  Lo  adopt  any  measure  which  may 
tend  to  facilitate  its  uhimate  accomplishiiient. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1862,  Ctni^jxess  declared  b\'  law  that  Treasury 
notes,  without  interest,  authorized  by  that  act  should  be  legal  tender  in 
payment  of  all  debts,  public  and  private,  within  the  United  States.  An 
annual  remittance  of  $3o,cxx),  less  stipulated  expeuses,  accrues  to  claim- 
ants under  the  convention  made  with  Spain  in  1834,  These  remittances, 
since  the  passage  of  that  act,  have  lieen  paid  in  such  notes.  The  claim- 
ants insist  that  the  Govenmieut  ought  to  require  payment  in  coin.  The 
subject  may  be  deemed  worth\'  of  ytjur  attention. 

No  arrangement  has  \'et  l>een  reached  for  the  settlement  of  our  claims 
for  British  depredations  U])on  the  coninierce  of  the  Ignited  States,  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  decline  the  projwsition  of  arbitration  made  by  Her 
Majesty's  Govennnent,  because  it  has  hitherto  l)een  accompanied  l>y 
reser\^ations  and  limitations  incompatil)le  with  the  rights,  interest,  and 
honor  of  our  country.  It  is  not  to  be  apprehended  that  Great  Britain 
wnll  i^ersist  in  her  refusal  to  satisfy  these  just  and  reasc^uable  claims, 
wliich  involve  the  sacred  principle  of  noninlervention — a  principle  hence- 
forth not  more  imiK>rtaiit  to  the  United  States  than  to  all  other  conuner- 
cial  nations. 

Tlie  West  India  islands  were  settled  and  colonized  by  Eiirof>eau  Stiites 
sinudtaneously  with  the  settlement  and  colonization  of  the  American 
continent.  Most  of  the  colonies  planted  here  Ix^came  independent  na* 
tions  in  the  close  of  the  last  and  the  l>eginni ng  of  the  present  cetilury. 
Our  own  country  emliraces  communities  which  at  one  period  were  col- 
onies of  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Sweden,  and  Russia. 
The  people  in  the  West  Indies,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  island 
of  Hayti,  have  neither  attained  nor  aspired  to  independence,  nor  have 
they  liecome  prepared  for  self-defense.  Although  possessing  consider- 
able commercial  value,  they  have  l>een  held  by  the  several  hhiro|)ean 
States  which  colonized  or  at  some  time  conquered  them,  chiefly  for  pur- 
|K>ses  of  military  and  naval  strategy  in  carrying  out  Europjean  policy  and 
designs  in  regard  to  this  continent.  In  our  Revolutionary  War  ports 
and  harbors  in  the  West  India  islands  were  used  by  our  enemy,  to  the 
great  injury  and  embarrassment  of  the  United  States.  W^e  had  the  same 
experience  in  our  second  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  same  Knroi>ean 
policy  for  a  long  time  excluded  us  even  from  trade  with  the  West  Indies, 
while  we  were  at  peace  with  all  nations.  In  our  recent  civil  war  the 
rebels  and  their  piratical  and  blockade-breaking  allies  found  facilities  in 
the  same  ports  for  the  work,  wdiich  thej'  t*:>o  successfully  accomplished, 
of  itijuring  and  devastating  the  commerce  which  w^e  are  now^  engagetl  in 
'rebuilding.  We  lal>ored  esjxtcially  under  this  disadvantage,  that  Euro- 
pean steam  vessels  employed  by  our  enemies  found  friendly  shelter,  pro- 
tection, and  supplies  in  West  Indian  ports,  while  our  naval  operations 
were  necessarily  carried  on  from  our  owui  distant  shores.     There  was 


• 


3So 


Messages  and  Papers  of  ike  fi-esidenis 


then  a  universal  feeling  of  the  want  of  an  advanced  naval  outpost  l^etweeti 
the  Atlantic  coast  and  Europe.  The  duty  of  obtaining  such  an  out- 
post peacefully  and  lawfully,  while  neither  doing  iior  menacing  injury^  to 
other  states,  earnestly  engaged  the  attention  of  the  executive  department 
before  the  close  of  the  war,  and  it  has  not  beeu  lost  sight  of  since  that  time. 
A  not  entirely  dissimilar  naval  want  revealed  itself  diu-ing  the  same 
period  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The  required  foothold  tlierewas  fortmiately 
secured  b\'  our  late  treaty  with  the  Kuiperor  of  Russia,  and  it  now*  seems 
imperative  that  the  more  obvious  necessities  of  the  Atlantic  coast  should 
not  be  less  carcf idly  provided  for,  A  good  and  convenient  port  and  har- 
bor, capable  of  easy  defense,  will  supply  that  want.  With  the  jKJssessioa  , 
of  such  a  station  by  the  United  States,  neither  we  nor  any  other  Ameri- 
can nation  need  longer  apprehend  injury  or  offense  from  any  trans- 
atlantic enemy.  I  agree  with  our  early  statesmen  that  the  West  ludies 
naturally  gravitate  to,  and  may  be  expected  ultimately  to  be  abst^rbed  by, 
the  continental  States,  including  our  own.  I  agree  with  them  als*^  that  it 
is  wise  U*  leave  the  question  of  such  absorption  to  this  process  of  natural 
political  gravHtation.  The  islands  of  St»  Thomas  and  St,  John,  which 
constitute  a  part  of  the  group  called  the  \*irgiu  Islands,  seemed  to  offer  us 
advatxtages  immediately  desirable,  while  tht^ir  acquisition  could  be  secured 
iu  harmony  with  the  principles  to  which  I  have  alluded.  A  treaty  has 
therefore  l>een  concluded  with  the  King  of  Denmark  for  the  cession  of 
those  islands,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  consideration. 

It  w\\\  hardly  be  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  sub- 
ject of  providtng  for  the  payment  to  Russia  of  the  sum  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  for  the  cession  of  Alaska.  Possession  having  l:)een  formally  deliv- 
ered to  our  commissioner,  the  territory  remains  for  the  present  iu  care  of 
a  military  force,  awaiting  such  civil  organization  as  shall  be  directed  by 
Congress. 

The  annexation  of  many  small  German  States  to  Pni.ssia  and  the 
reorganizr-tion  of  that  country  under  a  new  and  Hljeral  constitution  liax-e 
induced  me  to  renew  the  effort  to  obtain  a  just  and  prompt  settlement  of 
tile  long-vexed  question  conceniing  the  claims  of  foreign  states  for  miU- 
tary  service  from  their  subjects  naturalized  in  the  United  States, 

In  connection  with  this  subject  the  attention  of  Congress  is  resp>ect- 
fully  called  to  a  singular  and  embarrassing  conflict  of  laws.  The  execu- 
tive department  of  this  Government  has  hitherto  uniformly  held,  as  it  now 
holds,  that  naturalization  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States  absolves  the  recipient  from  his  native  allegiance* 
The  courts  of  Great  Britain  hold  that  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown  is 
indefeasible,  antl  is  not  absolved  by  our  laws  of  naturalization,  British 
judges  cite  courts  and  law  authorities  of  the  United  States  in  support  of 
that  theory  against  the  position  held  Ixy  tlie  executive  authority  of  the 
United  States.  This  conflict  peqjlexes  the  public  mind  concerning  the 
rights  of  naturalized  citizens  and  impairs  the  national  authority  abroad. 
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I  called  attention  to  this  subject  in  my  last  annual  message,  and  now 
again  respectfully  appeal  to  Congress  to  declare  the  national  will  unmis- 
takably upon  this  important  question. 

The  abuse  of  our  laws  by  the  clandestine  prosecution  of  the  African 
slave  trade  from  American  ports  or  by  American  citizens  has  altogether 
ceased,  and  under  existing  circumstances  no  apprehensions  of  its  renewal 
in  this  part  of  the  world  are  entertained.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  becomes  a  question  whether  we  shall  not  propose  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  a  suspension  or  discontinuance  of  the  stipulations  for  main- 
taining a  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of  that  trade. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  j,  i86y. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification,  a  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  stipu- 
lating for  the  cession  of  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John,  in  the 
West  Indies.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  j,  iSdj, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification,  a  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Republic  of  Nicaragua,  signed  at  the  city  of  Managua  on  the  21st  day  of 
June  last.  This  instrument  has  been  framed  pursuant  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  the  pre\aous  treaty  between 
the  parties  of  the  i6th  of  March,  1859. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  4,  i86y. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  final  report  from  the  Attorney- General,  addi- 
tional to  the  reports  .submitted  by  him  December  31,  1866,  March  2, 1867, 
and  July  8,  1867,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
December  10,  1866,  requesting  **  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  engaged 
in  the  late  rebellion  against  the  United  States  Government  who  have  been 
pardoned  by  the  President  from  April  15,  1865,  to  this  date;  that  said  list 
shall  also  state  the  rank  of  each  person  who  has  been  so  pardoned,  if 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate government,  and  the  position  if  he  shall  have  held  any  civil  office 
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under  said  so-called  Confederate  government;  and  shall  also  state  whether 
such  person  has  at  anytime  prior  to  April  14,  1861,  held  any  office  under 
the  United  States  Government,  and,  if  so,  what  office,  together  with  the 
reason  for  granting  such  pardon,  and  also  the  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  at  whose  solicitation  such  pardon  was  granted. '  * 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  December  4.,  186 j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  5,  t86j. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  17th  July  last,  requesting  me  to  communicate  all  information  received 
at  the  several  Departments  of  the  Government  touching  the  organization 
within  or  near  the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  armed  bodies  of  men 
for  the  purpose  of  avenging  the  death  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  or  of 
intervening  in  Mexican  affairs,  and  what  measures  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  organization  or  departure  of  such  organized  bodies  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  such  objects,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  5,  T86y, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
a  commercial  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Madagascar,  signed  at  Antananarivo  on  the  14th 
of  February  last.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  10,  i86y. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

*  Relating  to  the  removal  of  J.  I^throp  Motley  from  his  post  as  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Vienna. 

t  Relating  to  the  formation  and  the  functions  of  the  Government  of  the  united  States  of  North 
Germany. 
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Washington,  December  10,  iS6y, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  L  'niied  Staks: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  July  last,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  papers  wliich  accoiiipanied  it,  from 
Anson  BwrUngame,  esf[.,  minister  of  the  Ignited  States  to  China,  relating 
to  a  proposed  modification  of  the  existing  treaty  between  this  Govem- 

■nent  and  that  of  China, 

V  ^^le  Senate  is  aware  that  the  original  treaty  is  chiefly  ex  parte  in  its 
character.  The  proposed  modification,  though  not  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  warrant  all  the  usual  fornjs,  does  not  seem  to  Ije  objectionable; 
but  it  cati  not  be  legally  accepted  by  the  executive  government  without 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  If  this  should  Tie  given,  it  may  be 
indicated  by  a  resolution,  Ufx^n  the  adoption  of  which  the  United  States 
minister  to  China  will  be  instructed  to  inform  the  Govenmient  of  that 
coiuitry  that  the  modification  has  been  assented  to. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON.      1 

B"  Washington,  Deceniher  12,  rS6y 

To  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  1 2th  of  August  last  I  suspended  Mr.  Stanton  from  the  exercise 
of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War,  and  on  the  same  day  designated  General 
Grant  to  act  as  Secretary'  of  War  ad  interim,  j 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  Executiv^e  orders:  1 

KxijctTTfVR  Mansion,  ' 

Han.  KnwiN  M.  Stanton,  U'ashiHghH.  August  /-?.  /J67. 

Secreiary  0/  War 

Sir:  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me  ct^  President  by  tlie  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  you  are  hereby  suspenck^l  frotn  nffice  as  Sccrc- 
tJiry  of  War,  imd  will  cease  to  exercise  any  and  all  functions  pertaining  to  the  same. 

You  will  at  once  transfer  to  GenerFil  IHysses  S.  Grant,  who  hiiii  tliis  day  t>een 
aulliori/ed  and  empowered  to  act  as  Secretaiy  of  War  aJ  intrnm,  all  records,  hooks,  J 
and  other  property  now  in  your  custody  and  charge,  i 

ExKcrrrv^  Mansion* 
General  Ulysshs  S,  Grakt,  tl'as/iinjr^aH,  A  C ,  Auirust  lA  1867. 

Washiftj^ton ,  D,  i\ 
Sir:  The  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  having  been  this  tlay  suspended  as  Secretary  of 
War.  you  are  hereby  authuri/^M!  and  crapowerv^l  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  aJ  interim, 
and  will  ul  once  enter  uixin  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  Secrctiirj'  of  War  lias  been  instnicteil  to  transfer  to  you  all  the  records,  t>ooks» 
p^npers,  and  other  puhlic  properly  now  in  his  custody  and  charge. 

The  following  commtmicatiou  was  received  from  Mr.  Stanton;  | 

War  Dki*artmknt, 
The  PkksidrnT,  Washingtoti  City,  August  //.  i$6j. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  (late  has  been  received,  infomiing  me  that  by  virtue  cf 
the  powers  and  authority  vested  iu  you  as  President  by  the  Constitution  and  laws 
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of  the  I'nited  States  I  am  suspended  from  office  as  Secretary-  of  War,  and  will  cease 
to  exercise  any  and  all  functions  jjertaining  to  the  same,  and  also  directing  me  at 
once  to  transfer  to  General  iHysses  S.  Grant,  who  has  this  day  been  authorizccl 
and  empowered  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim^  all  records,  hooks,  papers,  *nd 
other  public  property  now  in  my  custody  aii<i  charj^e. 

Under  a  sense  of  public  duty  I  am  compelle^l  to  deny  your  rij^ht  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  witlioiit  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  and  wUi(mt  any  legal  cause,  to  suspend  me  from  office  as  Secretarj^  of  War 
or  the  exercise  of  aii>'  or  all  functions  pertaining  to  the  same,  or  without  sudi  advice 
and  consent  to  compel  me  to  transfer  to  any  person  the  records,  books,  pap}ers,  and 
public  property  in  my  custody  as  Secretary. 

But  inasmuch  as  the  General  Commanding  Uie  armies  of  the  United  States  has 
been  appointed  ad  interim^  and  has  notified  me  that  he  has  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment, J  have  no  alternative  liut  to  submit,  under  protest,  to  superior  force. 

The  suspension  lias  not  been  revoked,  and  the  business  of  the  War 
Department  is  condncted  by  the  Secretary  ad  interim. 

Prior  to  the  date  of  this  suspension  I  had  amie  to  the  conckision  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  it  was  proper  Mr.  Stanton  should  retire  from 
my  Cabinet.  The  mutual  confidence  and  general  accord  which  should 
exist  in  such  a  relation  had  ceased.  I  supiH>sed  that  Mr.  Stanloti  was 
well  advised  that  his  continuance  in  the  Cabinet  was  contrar)'  to  my 
wishes,  for  I  had  repeatedly  given  him  so  to  miderstand  l>y  every  mode 
short  of  tui  express  reqtiest  that  he  should  resign.  Having  waited  full 
time  for  the  voluntar>'  action  of  Mr,  Stanton,  and  seeing  no  manifestation 
on  his  part  of  an  intention  to  resign,  I  addressed  him  the  following  note 
on  the  5lh  of  August: 

Sir:  Public  considerations  of  a  hij^h  character  constrain  nie  to  say  tliat  your 
resignation  as  Secretary  of  War  will  lie  accepted. 

To  this  note  I  received  the  following  reply: 

War  DkparTmknt, 
Was^iiingion^  Ang^nsi  5,  tS6j. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  thi.'j  day  has  been  received,  stating  that  public  considerations  of 
a  high  character  constrain  you  to  say  that  my  resignation  as  Secretan,^  of  War  will 
be  accepted. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  public  considerations  of  a  high  character, 
which  alone  have  iniluced  me  to  continue  at  the  head  of  this  Department,  constrain 
me  not  to  resign  llie  office  of  Secretary  of  War  bef*>re  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 

This  reply  of  Mr,  Stanton  was  not  nierel>'  a  disinclination  of  compli- 
ance with  the  request  for  his  resignation;  it  was  a  defiance,  and  some- 
thing more,  Mr.  Stanton  dcx-s  not  content  himself  with  assuming  that 
public  considerations  loearing  ujjou  his  continuance  in  office  form  as 
fully  a  ntle  of  action  for  himself  as  for  the  President,  and  that  upon  so 
delicate  a  qnestion  as  the  fitness  of  an  officer  for  continuance  in  his  ofBce 
the  officer  is  as  comj>etent  and  as  impartial  to  decide  as  his  superior,  who 
is  responsible  for  his  conduct.  But  he  goes  further,  and  plainly  intimates 
what  he  means  by  ''public  considerations  of  a  high  character,"  and  this 
is  nothing  else  than  his  loss  of  confidence  in  his  superior.     He  says  that 
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these  public  considerations  liave  '  *  alone  induced  me  to  continue  at  the 
head  of  this  Department,"  and  that  they  "cojistrain  me  not  to  re^^ign 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  tefore  the  next  meeting  of  Congress* '  * 

This  language  is  very  significant.  Mr.  Stanton  holds  the  position 
unwillingly.  He  continues  in  office  only  under  a  sense  of  high  public 
duty.  He  is  ready  to  leave  when  it  is  safe  to  leave,  and  as  the  danger 
he  apprehends  from  his  removal  then  will  not  exist  when  Congress 
is  here,  he  is  constrained  to  remain  during  the  interim.  What,  then,  is 
that  danger  which  can  only  be  averted  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  Stantou 
or  of  Congress?  Mr.  Stanton  does  not  say  that  ''public  considerations 
of  a  high  character*'  constrain  him  to  hold  on  to  the  office  indefinitely. 
He  does  not  say  that  no  one  other  than  himself  can  at  any  time  be  found  to 
take  his  place  and  perfonu  its  duties,  <)n  the  contrary,  he  expresses  a 
desire  to  leave  the  office  at  the  earliest  moment  consistent  with  these  high 
public  considerations-  He  says,  in  effect,  that  while  Congress  is  away  he 
must  remain,  but  that  when  Congress  is  here  he  can  go.  In  other  words, 
he  has  lost  confidence  in  the  President.  He  is  unwilling  to  leave  the 
War  Department  in  his  hands  or  in  the  hands  of  anyone  the  President 
may  appoint  or  designate  to  perform  its  duties.  If  he  resigns,  the  Presi- 
dent may  appoint  a  Secretary  of  War  that  Mr.  Stanton  does  not  approve; 
therefore  he  will  not  resign.  But  when  Congress  is  in  session  the  Presi- 
dent can  not  appc3int  a  Secretars^  of  War  which  the  Senate  does  not 
approve;  consequently  when  Congress  meets  Mr,  Stanton  is  ready  to 
resign. 

Whatever  cogency  these  '  *  considerations '  *  may  liave  had  on  Mr. 
Stanton,  whatever  right  he  may  have  had  to  entertain  such  considera- 
tions»  whatever  propriety  there  might  l>e  in  the  expression  of  them  to 
others,  one  thing  is  certain,  it  was  official  misconduct,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  to  parade  them  before  his  superior  officer. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  extraordinar>-  note  I  only  delayed  the  order 
of  svispension  long  enough  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  fill 
the  office.     If  this  were  the  only  cause  for  his  suspension,  it  would  |je 
ample.     Necessarily  it  must  end  our  most  important  official  relations,  for 
I  can  not  imagine  a  degree  of  effrontery  which  would  emliolden  the  bead 
of  a  Department  to  take  his  seat  at  the  council  table  in  the  Executive 
Mansion  after  such  an  act:  nor  can  I  imagine  a  President  sij  forgetful  of 
the  proper  resjiect  and  dignity  which  l>eIong  to  his  office  as  to  submit  to 
such  intrusion.     I  will  not  do  Mr.  Stanton  the  wrong  to  supjMise  thai  be 
entertained  an 5'  idea  of  offering  to  act  as  ime  of  my  coiistitutional  advisers  ^^ 
after  that  note  Wiis  written.     There  was  an  inten-al  of  a  weelc  Ijetwcen  I 
that  date  and  the  order  of  suspension,  during  which  two  Cabinet  meet- 
ings were  held.     Mr.  Stanton  did  not  present  himself  at  either,  nor  was    | 
he  expected. 

On  the  12th  of  August  Mr,  Stanton  was  notified  of  his  suspension  and 
that  General  Grant  had  been  authorized  to  take  charge  of  the  Department. 
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In  bis  answer  to  this  notification,  of  the  same  date,  Mr.  Stanton  expr 
himself  as  follows: 

Under  a  sen.se  «>f  pnhlic  duly  I  am  compeOed  to  deny  your  right  undt^r  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  t!ie  United  States,  without  the  ad%*ice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
and  \idthotit  any  legal  cause,  to  suspend  me  from  office  as  Secretary'  of  War  or  the 
exercise  of  atiy  or  aU  functions  pertaining  to  tlie  same,  or  without  such  advice  and 
constfut  to  compel  me  to  transfer  to  any  person  the  records,  books*  papers,  and  public 
proj>erty  in  my  custody  as  Secretary. 

But  inasmuch  as  the  General  Commanding  the  armies  of  the  United  States  has 
been  apfxiintcii  ad  inirrifH^antX  has  iitjtiiit-fi  me  that  he  has  acoepteii  the  appoint- 
ment, I  have  no  alternative  hut  to  subitiit,  under  protest,  to  superior  force. 

It  nHll  not  escape  attention  that  in  his  note  of  Angiist  5  Mr,  Stanton 
stated  tliat  lie  had  !^)eeii  constrained  to  continne  in  the  office ^  even  before 
he  was  requested  to  resign,  by  considerations  of  a  high  public  character. 
In  this  note  oi  Aug^nst  12  a  new  and  different  sense  of  public  duty  com- 
p>els  him  to  deny  the  President's  right  to  susjiend  hi  in  from  office  without 
the  consent  of  the  Senate.  This  last  is  the  public  duty  of  resisting  an 
act  contrary  to  law,  and  he  charges  the  President  with  violation  of  the 
law  in  ordering  his  suspension. 

Mr.  Stanton  refers  generally  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tlie  '  *  United 
States/*  and  says  that  a  sense  of  public  duty  "under"  these  compels 
him  to  deny  the  right  of  the  President  to  sns]x.-nd  him  from  office.  As 
to  his  sense  of  duty  under  the  Constitution,  that  will  be  considered  in  the 
sequel.  As  to  his  sense  of  duty  under  "the  laws  of  tlie  United  States,'* 
he  certainly  can  not  refer  to  the  law  which  creates  the  War  Depart* 
ment,  for  that  expressly  confers  ujxm  the  President  the  unlimited  right 
to  remove  the  head  of  the  Department.  The  only  other  law  bearing 
upon  the  question  is  the  ten  ure-of- office  act,  passed  by  Congress  over  the  ^ 
Presidential  veto  March  2,  1S67.  This  is  the  law  which,  under  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  Mr.  Stanton  volunteers  to  defend. 

There  is  no  provisioji  in  this  law  which  compels  any  officer  coming 
within  its  provisions  to  remain  in  office.  It  forbids  removals — not  res- 
ignations. Mr.  Stanton  was  i>erfectly  free  to  resign  at  any  moment, 
either  upon  liis  own  motion  or  in  compliance  with  a  request  or  an  order. 
It  was  a  matter  of  choice  or  of  taste.  There  was  nothing  compulsory  in 
the  nature  of  legal  obligation.  Nor  ikws  he  put  his  action  upon  that 
imi>erative  ground.  He  says  he  acts  under  a  "sense  of  pul>lic  duty/' 
not  of  legal  obligation,  compelling  him  to  hold  on  and  leaving  him  no 
choice.  The  ]>ublic  duty  which  is  tip*jn  him  arises  from  the  respect  which 
he  owes  to  the  Cnustitution  and  the  laws,  violated  in  his  own  case.  He 
is  therefore  compelled  by  this  sense  of  public  duty  to  vindicate  violated 
law  and  to  stand  as  its  champion. 

This  was  not  the  first  (X^casion  in  which  Mr,  Stanton,  in  discharge  of  a 
public  duty,  was  called  upon  to  consider  the  provisions  of  that  law.  That 
ten  lire -of' office  law  did  not  pass  without  notice.  Like  other  acts,  it  was 
sent  to  the  President  for  approval.     As  is  my  custom,  I  submitted  its  ^ 
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considemtiuu  to  my  Cabinet  for  their  advice  upon  the  question  whether  1 
should  approve  it  or  ntit.  It  was  a  grave  question  of  const itutiunaJ  law, 
in  which  1  would,  of  course,  reb^  most  upon  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General  and  of  Mr,  Stanton,  who  had  once  been  Attoniey-General. 

E\*ery  nieml)er  of  my  Cabinet  advised  me  that  the  pro|x>sed  law  was 
unconstitutional.  All  spoke  without  doubt  or  reser\"atiou,  but  Mr,  Stan- 
ton's condemnation  of  the  law^  was  the  most  elaborate  and  emphatic.  He 
referred  to  the  constitutional  provisions,  the  debates  jn  Congress,  espe- 
cially to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Buchanan  when  a  Senator,  to  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  the  usaije  from  tlie  liegirming  of  the  Govern- 
ment through  ever>^  successive  Administration,  all  concurring  to  estab- 
lish the  right  of  removal  as  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  President. 
To  all  these  he  added  the  weight  of  his  own  deliberate  judgment,  and 
advised  me  that  it  was  my  duty  to  defend  the  power  of  the  President 
from  usurpation  and  to  veto  the  law. 

I  do  not  know  when  a  sense  of  public  dttty  is  more  imperative  upon  a 
head  of  Department  than  upon  such  an  occasion  as  this.  He  acts  then 
under  the  grav^est  obligations  of  law,  for  when  he  is  called  upon  by  the 
President  for  adx^ce  it  is  tlie  Constitutitm  which  speaks  to  him.  All  his 
other  duties  are  left  by  the  Constitution  to  be  regulated  by  statute,  but 
this  duty  was  deemed  so  momentous  that  it  is  imposed  by  the  Constitution 
itseir 

After  all  this  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Stanton 
in  his  note  of  August  12.  I  was  not  prepared  to  find  him  compelled  by 
a  new  and  hidefmite  sense  of  public  duty,  imder  "the  Constitution," 
to  assume  the  vnmlication  of  a  law  which,  under  the  solemn  obligations 
of  public  duty  imposed  by  the  Constitution  itself,  he  advised  me  was  a 
violation  of  that  Constitution.  I  make  great  allowance  for  a  change  of 
opinion,  but  such  a  change  as  this  hardly  falls  within  the  limits  of  great- 
est indulgence. 

Where  otir  opinions  take  the  shape  of  advice,  and  influence  the  action 
of  others,  the  utmost  stretch  of  charity  wHll  scarcely  ju-stify  us  in  repudi- 
ating them  when  they  come  to  be  applied  to  ourselves. 

But  to  ])rocee<l  with  the  narrative.  I  was  so  mucli  stnick  with  llie  lull 
mastery  of  the  question  manifesteil  by  Mr.  Stanton,  and  was  at  the  time 
so  fidly  occupied  with  the  preparation  of  another  veto  upon  the  pending 
reconstruction  act,  that  I  reriuested  him  to  prepare  the  veto  upon  this 
ten ure*of -office  bill.  This  he  dt^clincd,  on  the  gnmnd  of  physical  disa- 
bility to  undergo  at  the  time  the  lator  of  writing,  but  stated  his  readiness 
to  funiisli  what  aid  might  be  required  in  the  preparation  of  materiaU  for 
the  paper* 

At  the  time  this  subject  was  before  the  Cabinet  it  .seemed  to  be  taken 
for  granted  that  as  to  those  members  of  the  Cabinet  who  hud  l>eett 
appointed  by  Mr.  Lincoln  their  tenure  of  office  was  not  fixed  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act.      I  do  not  remember  that  the  point  was  distinctly 
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decided,  but  I  well  recollect  that  it  was  suggested  b>*  one  member  of  the 
Cabinet  who  %vas  appointed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  that  no  dissent  was 
expressed. 

Whether  the  point  was  well  taken  or  not  did  not  seem  to  me  of  any 
consequence,  for  the  unanimous  expression  of  opinibn  against  the  consti- 
tutionality and  polic}^  of  the  act  was  so  decided  that  I  felt  no  concern,  so 
far  as  the  act  had  reference  to  the  gentlemen  then  present,  that  I  would 
be  embarrassed  in  the  future.  The  bill  had  not  then  become  a  law.  The 
limitation  upon  the  power  of  removal  was  not  yet  imposed,  and  there  was 
yet  time  to  make  any  changes.  If  any  one  of  these  gentlemen  had  then 
said  to  me  tliat  he  w^ould  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  that  bill  iu 
case  it  became  a  law,  I  should  not  have  liesitated  a  moment  as  to  his 
removal.  No  pledge  was  then  expressly  given  or  required.  But  there 
are  circumstances  when  to  give  an  expressed  pledge  is  not  necessary,  and 
wiien  to  require  it  is  an  imputation  of  i)ossible  bad  faith.  I  felt  that  if 
these  gentlemen  came  within  the  purxHew  of  the  bill  it  was  as  to  them 
a  dead  letter,  and  that  none  of  them  would  ever  take  refuge  under  it^* 
provisions. 

I  now^  pass  to  another  subject.  When,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1865,  the 
duties  of  the  Presidential  office  devolved  upon  me,  I  found  a  full  Cabinet 
of  seven  memliers,  all  of  them  selected  by  Mr.  Lincoln.  I  made  no  change. 
On  the  contrarx-,  I  shortly  afterwards  ratified  a  change  determined  upon  by 
Mr.  Lincoln,  but  not  perfected  at  his  death,  and  admitted  his  appointee, 
Mr.  Harlan,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Usher,  who  was  in  (jffice  at  the  time. 

The  great  duty  of  the  time  was  to  reestablish  government,  law\  and 
order  in  the  insurrectionary  States.  Congress  was  then  in  recess,  and  the 
sudden  overthrow  of  the  reliellion  required  speedy  action.  This  grave 
subject  had  engaged  the  attention  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  last  days  of  his 
life,  and  the  plan  according  to  which  it  was  to  be  managed  had  been  pre- 
pared and  was  ready  for  adoption.  A  leading  feature  of  that  plan  was 
that  it  should  lie  carried  out  by  the  Executive  authority,  for,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  informed,  neither  Mr.  Lincoln  nor  any  member  of  his  Cabinet 
doubted  his  authority  to  act  or  proyx>sed  to  call  an  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress to  do  the  work.  The  first  business  transacted  in  Cabinet  after  I 
became  President  was  this  unfinished  business  of  my  predecessor.  A 
plan  or  scheme  of  reconstruction  was  protluced  which  had  lieen  prepared 
for  Mr.  Lincoln  by  Mr.  Stanton,  his  Secretary  of  War.  It  was  approved, 
and  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable  was  appliet!  in  the  form  of  a  proc- 
lamation to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  afterwards  became  the  basis 
of  action  \\\  turn  for  the  other  States. 

Ilpon  the  examination  of  Mr.  Stanton  l)efore  the  Impeachment  Com- 
mittee he  was  asked  the  follo\dng  question : 

Did  any  one  of  the  Cabinet  expresa  a  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Coverninent  to  reorganize  State  governments  which  had  been  in  rebellion  with- 
*^e  aid  of  Congress? 
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He  answered: 

None  whatever.  I  had  myself  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  measures  for  the  organization  of  the  rebel  States  on  the  plan  proposed 
during  the  vacation  of  Congress  and  agreed  in  the  plan  specified  in  the  proclamation 
in  the  case  of  North  Carolina. 

There  is  perhaps  no  act  of  my  Admini.stration  for  which  I  have  been 
more  denounced  than  this.  It  was  not  originated  by  me,  but  I  shrink 
from  no  responsibility  on  that  account,  for  the  plan  approved  itself  to  my 
own  judgment,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Thus  far  and  upon  this  vital  policy  there  was  perfect  accord  between 
the  Cabinet  and  myself,  and  I  saw  no  necessity  for  a  change.  As  time 
passed  on  there  was  developed  an  unfortunate  difference  of  opinion  and 
of  policy  l)etween  Congress  and  the  President  upon  this  same  subject 
and  upon  the  ultimate  basis  upon  which  the  reconstruction  of  these  States 
should  proceed,  especially  upon  the  question  of  negro  suffrage.  Upon 
this  point  three  members  of  the  Cabinet  found  themselves  to  be  in  sym- 
pathy with  Congress.  They  remained  only  long  enough  to  see  that  the 
difference  of  jwlicy  could  not  be  reconciled.  They  felt  that  they  should 
remain  no  longer,  and  a  high  sense  of  duty  and  propriety  constrained 
them  to  resign  their  positions.  We  parted  with  mutual  respect  for  the 
sincerity  of  each  other  in  opposite  opinions,  and  mutual  regret  that  the 
difference  was  on  points  so  vital  as  to  require  a  severance  of  official  rela- 
tions. This  was  in  the  summer  of  1866.  The  subsequent  sessions  of 
Congress  developed  new  complications,  when  the  suffrage  bill  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  the  reconstruction  acts  of  March  2  and  March  23,, 
1867,  all  passed  over  the  veto.  It  was  in  Cabinet  consultations  upon 
these  bills  that  a  diflPerence  of  opinion  upon  the  most  vital  points  was 
developed.  Upon  these  questions  there  was  perfect  accord  between  all 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet  and  myself,  except  Mr.  Stanton.  He  stood 
alone,  and  the  diflPerence  of  opinion  could  not  be  reconciled.  That  unity  • 
of  opinion  which,  upon  great  questions  of  public  policy  or  administration, 
is  so  essential  to  the  Executive  was  gone. 

I  do  not  claim  that  a  head  of  Department  should  have  no  other  opinions 
than  those  of  the  President.  He  has  the  same  right,  in  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  duty,  to  entertain  and  express  his  own  opinions  as  has  the 
President.  What  I  do  claim  is  that  the  President  is  the  responsible  head 
of  the  Administration,  and  when  the  opinions  of  a  head  of  Department 
are  irreconcilably  opposed  to  those  of  the  President  in  grave  matters  of 
policy  and  administration  there  is  but  one  result  which  can  solve  the  dif- 
ficulty, and  that  is  a  severance  of  the  official  relation.  This  in  the  past 
history  of  the  Government  has  always  been  the  rule,  and  it  is  a  wise  one, 
for  such  differences  of  opinion  among  its  members  must  impair  the  effi- 
ciency of  any  Administration. 

I  have  now  referred  to  the  general  grounds  upon  which  the  withdrawal 
of  Mr.  Stanton  from  my  Administration  seemed  to  me  to  be  proper  and 
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necessary,  but  I  can  not  omit  to  state  a  special  gruiind,  which,  if  it  stood 
alone,  wonld  viiulicate  my  action. 

The  sanguinary  riot  which  ixxriirred  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  on 
the  30th  of  August,  1866,  justly  aroused  public  indignation  and  pnlilic 
inquiry,  not  only  as  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  it,  btit  as  to  those  who. 
raore  or  less  remotel>\  might  Ive  held  to  res^xjnsibility  for  its  occurrence. 
I  need  not  reniiud  the  Senate  of  the  effort  made  to  fix  that  responsi- 
bility on  tlie  President.  The  charge  was  openly  made,  and  again  and 
again  reiterated  all  through  the  land,  that  the  President  w^as  warned  in 
time,  but  refused  to  interfere. 

By  telegrams  from  the  lietitenant -governor  and  attorney-general  of 
Louisiana,  dated  the  27th  and  28th  of  August.  I  was  advised  that  a  body 
of  delegates  claiming  to  he  a  constitutional  convention  were  alxnit  to 
assemble  in  New  Organs;  that  the  matter  was  tefore  the  grand  jury, 
but  that  it  would  l>e  imix)ssible  to  execute  ci\il  process  without  a  riot; 
and  this  tjuestion  was  asked: 

Is  the  niilitary  lo  intt^rfere  to  pri^reiit  process  cif  court? 

This  question  was  asked  at  a  time  when  the  civil  courts  were  in  the 
full  exercise  of  their  authority,  and  the  answer  sent  by  telegraph  on 
the  same  28th  of  Atigust  was  this: 

The  military  will  be  expecter!  lo  sustain,  iind  not  to  interfere  witbj  the  proceedings 
of  the  courts. 


On  the  same  2Sth  of  August  the  following  telegram  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Stanton  by  Major-General  Baird,  then  lowing  to  the  absence  of  General 
Sheridan  )  in  conmiand  of  the  military  at  New  Orleans: 

Hon.  HnwTN  M,  Stanton, 

Sectrtmy  of  War: 
A  convention  has  been  called,  wn^Xi  ilic  siiiiLtioii  of  Governor  Wells,  lo  meet  here 
on  Monday.  Tile  lientcnant-i^overuor  mid  city  antliorities  think  it  iinla\^*fnl,  and 
propose  lo  break  it  np  h\  arrestinK^  the  <kdegalc's,  I  have  given  no  orders  on  the 
subject,  but  have  warned  the  pirtieK  that  I  conld  not  countenance  or  |>ennit  such 
action  withont  instructions  to  that  effect  from  the  President.  Please  instruct  me  at 
once  by  telegraph. 

The  28th  of  Aug^ust  was  on  Saturday.  The  next  morning,  the  29th, 
this  dispatch  was  received  by  Mr.  Stanton  at  his  resideijce  in  this  city. 
He  took  no  action  utxm  it,  and  neitiiur  sent  instructions  to  General  Baird 
liimself  nor  presented  it  to  me  for  such  instructions.  On  the  iie^tt  day 
(Monday)  the  riot  occurred.  I  tiever  saw  this  dispatch  from  General 
Baird  tuUil  >soine  ten  days  or  two  weeks  after  the  riot,  when,  upcm  my 
call  for  all  the  dispatches,  with  a  view  to  their  ptiblicatiou,  Mr.  Stanton 
sent  it  to  me. 

These  facts  all  appear  in  the  testimony  of  Mr,  Stanton  before  the 
Judiciarv'  Committee  in  the  impeachment  investigation. 
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On  ihe  joth,  the  day  of  the  riot,  and  after  it  was  suppressed,  General 
Baird  wrote  to  Mr,  Stanton  a  long  letter,  from  which  I  make  the  following 
extract:     . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  very  serious  riot  has  occurxecl  here 
to-Hay.  1  hiiil  not  J>tcii  appliefl  to  by  the  convention  for  proteclion.  but  the  heu- 
ten  ant -governor  and  the  mayor  hail  freely  consulted  with  me,  and  I  was  st>  fully 
convinced  that  it  was  si3  strottjfly  tlie  intent  fif  tlie  city  authorities  to  preserve  the 
peace,  in  order  to  prevent  military  interference,  that  t  did  not  regard  an  outbreak  as 
a  thinjyj  to  be  apprehended.  The  lieutenant -governor  hatl  assured  me  that  even 
if  a  writ  of  arrest  was  issued  liy  tlie  court  the  sheriff  would  not  attempt  to  serve 
it  without  my  permission,  and  for  to-day  they  desij^ned  to  suspend  it.  I  inclose 
herewitli  copies  of  my  coiTcspondence  with  the  mayor  and  of  a  dispatch  ^vhich  the 
lieutenant-governor  claims  to  have  received  from  the  President.  I  regret  that  no 
reply  to  my  fiispatch  to  you  of  Saturday  has  yet  reached  me.  General  Sheridan  is 
St  til  absent  in  Texas. 

The  dispatch  of  General  Baird  of  the  2.Sth  asks  for  inxmediate  instruc- 
tions, and  his  letter  of  the  30th,  after  detailing  the  terriljlc  riot  wliich  had 
just  happened,  ends  with  t!ie  expression  of  regret  that  the  instructions 
which  he  asked  for  were  not  sent.  It  is  not  the  fault  or  the  error  or  the 
omission  cjf  the  President  tliat  this  inilitarv'  commander  was  left  without 
iiistrtictious;  but  for  all  omissions,  for  all  errors,  for  all  faiUtresto  instruct 
when  instrtictiun  might  have  averted  this  calamity,  the  President  was 
opetily  and  i>ersisteutly  held  resixinsible.  lustaully,  without  waiting  for 
proof,  the  deliiupttmcy  of  the  President  was  heralded  in  every  form  of 
utterance.  Mr.  Stanton  kriew^  then  that  the  President  was  not  resiwnsi- 
ble  for  this  delinquency.  The  exculpation  was  in  his  power,  but  it  was 
not  given  b}^  him  to  the  public,  and  only  to  the  President  in  ol>edience  to 
a  requisition  for  all  the  dispatches. 

No  one  regrets  more  than  myself  that  General  Baird 's  request  w^as  not 
brought  to  my  notice.  It  is  clear  from  his  dispatch  and  letter  that  if 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  given  hint  proper  instructions  the  riot  which 
arose  on  the  assembling  of  the  convention  would  have  l:>eeu  a\*erted. 

There  ina>'  Ijc  those  read\^  to  say  that  1  would  have  given  no  insLrtic- 
tions  even  if  the  dispatch  had  reached  me  in  time,  bttt  all  must  admit 
that  I  otiglit  to  have  had  the  opporttmity. 

The  following  is  tlie  testimony  )^ven  by  Mr.  Stanton  Ijcfore  the  im- 
peachment investigation  committee  as  to  this  disi>atch: 

Q.  Referring  to  tJie  dispatch  of  the  28th  of  July  by  General  Baird,  1  ask  you 
whether  that  dispatch  on  its  receipt  was  communicated? 

A.  1  received  that  dispatch  on  Sunday  forenoon.  I  examined  it  carefully,  and 
considered  the  cjuestion  presented.  I  did  not  see  that  I  could  ^ive  any  instntctions 
different  from  the  line  of  action  which  General  Uiiird  proposetl,  ami  made  no  answer 
to  the  dispatch. 

Q.  I  see  it  stated  that  this  was  received  at  10.20  p.  m.  Was  that  the  hour  at  which 
it  was  receivefl  by  you  ? 

A,  That  is  the  date  of  its  reception  in  the  telegraph  office  Saturday  ni^ht.  I 
receiveri  it  on  Sunclay  forenoon  at  my  residence.  A  copy  of  the  dispatch  was  fur- 
niflhed  to  tlie  President  several  days  afterwards,  along  with  all  the  other  dispatciies 
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aud  coniiiiniucatiunsim  thai  sxihject.btit  it  was  not  furnishtil  by  me  befure  that  time, 
I  supjx.jse  it  tnay  luivf  t>eLMi  ten  or  fiflceii  days  afterwards, 

Q.  The  President  liimseU  being  in  carrespondence  with  tliosie  parties  uyjou  the 
same  subject,  would  it  not  have  been  projxr  to  have  advised  hini  of  the- reception  of 
that  dispatch? 

A.  I  know  nothing  alwut  his  correspondence,  ami  kn* >w  untiling  about  any  corre- 
spondence except  this  one  dispatch.  We  liad  intelligence  of  die  riot  on  Thursday 
morning.     The  riot  had  taken  place  on  Monday. 

It  is  a  difiictilt  matter  to  define  all  the  relations  which  exist  between 
the  heads  uf  Departments  and  the  President,  The  legal  relations  are 
well  enough  defined.  The  Constitution  places  these  officers  in  the  rela* 
lion  of  his  advisers  when  he  calls  npon  them  for  advice.  The  acts  of 
Congress  go  further.  Take,  for  example,  the  act  of  1789  creating  the 
War  Department,     It  provides  that^ 

There  shall  be  a  principal  officer  therein  to  lie  Citlled  tlie  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War^  who  shiill  jierfonn  and  execnlc  such  duties  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
lie  enjoined  on  or  intrusted  to  him  by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes;  and,  fur- 
Lhennore,  the  sjiid  principil  officer  shall  contJuct  the  linsiness  uf  the  said  Department 
in  such  manner  as  the  Prtsiilunt  of  tlie  United  Slates  shall  from  time  to  time  order 
and  instruct. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  ap|>ointment  of  an  inferior  officer  by  tlie 
head  of  the  Department,  to  be  called  the  chief  clerk,  '*who,  whenever 
said  principal  officer  shall  Ij>e  removed  from  office  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,"  shall  have  the  charge  and  ciisttKly  of  the  books,  records^ 
and  papers  of  the  Department. 

The  legal  relation  is  analogous  to  that  of  principal  and  agent.  It  is  the 
President  upon  whom  the  Constitution  devolves,  as  head  of  the  executive 
department,  the  duty  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed;  but  as 
he  can  not  execute  them  in  person,  he  is  allowed  to  select  his  agents, 
and  is  made  responsible  for  their  acts  within  just  limits.  So  complete  is 
this  presumed  delegation  of  authority  in  tlitf  relation  of  a  head  of  Depart- 
ment to  the  President  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have 
decided  that  an  order  made  by  a  head  of  Department  is  presumed  to  be 
made  by  the  President  himself^ 

The  principal,  upon  whom  such  responsibility  is  placed  for  the  acts 
of  a  stiljordinate,  ought  to  l>e  left  as  free  as  pcjssible  in  the  matter  of 
selection  and  of  dismissal.  To  hold  him  to  responsibility  for  an  officer 
beyond  his  control;  to  leave  the  question  of  the  fitness  of  such  an  agent 
to  be  decided /£?/-  him  and  not  ^v  him;  to  allow^  such  a  sul>ordinate,  when 
the  President,  moved  by  '*  public  considerations  of  a  high  character," 
requests  his  resignation,  to  assume  for  himself  an  equal  right  to  act  upon 
his  own  views  of  "public  consideratioiis"  and  to  make  liis  own  con- 
chisions  paramount  to  those  of  the  President— to  allow  all  this  is  to 
reverse  the  just  order  of  administration  and  to  place  the  subordinate 
above  the  sui>erior. 

There  are.  however,  other  relations  Ix^tween  the  President  and  a  head  of 
Department  beyond  these  defined  legal  relations,  which  necessarily  attend 
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them,  though  not  expressed.  Chief  among  these  is  mutual  confidence. 
This  relation  is  so  delicate  that  it  is  sometimes  hard  to  say  when  or  how 
it  ceases.  A  single  flagrant  act  may  end  it  at  once,  and  then  there  is  no 
difficulty.  But  confidence  may  be  just  as  eflPectually  destroyed  by  a  series 
of  causes  too  subtle  for  demonstration.  As  it  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth, 
so,  too,  it  may  be  slow  in  decay.  Such  has  been  the  process  here.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  say  what  acts  or  omissions  have  broken  up  this  relation. 
They  are  hardly  sUvSceptible  of  statement,  and  still  less  of  formal  proof. 
Nevertheless,  no  one  can  read  the  correspondence  of  the  5th  of  August 
without  being  convinced  that  this  relation  was  effectually  gone  on  both 
sides,  and  that  while  the  President  was  unwilling  to  allow  Mr.  Stanton  to 
remain  in  his  Administration,  Mr.  Stanton  was  equally  unwilling  to  allow 
the  President  to  carry  on  his  Administration  without  his  presence. 

In  the  great  debate  which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  17S9,  in  the  first  organization  of  the  principal  Departments,  Mr.  Madi- 
son spoke  as  follows: 

It  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  that  the  first  magistrate  should  be 
responsible  for  the  executive  department.  So  far,  therefore,  as  we  do  not  make  the 
officers  who  are  to  ai<l  him  in  the  duties  of  that  department  responsible  to  him,  he 
is  not  resiwnsible  to  the  country.  Again:  Is  there  no  danger  that  an  officer,  when 
he  is  appointed  by  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  has  friends  in  that  body,  may 
choose  rather  to  risk  his  establishment  on  the  favor  of  that  branch  than  rest  it  upon 
the  discharge  of.  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  executive  branch,  which  is  con- 
stitutionally authorized  to  inspect  and  control  his  conduct?  And  if  it  should  happen 
that  the  officers  connect  themselves  with  the  Senate,  they  may  mutually  support 
e.ich  otlier,  and  for  want  of  efficacy  reduce  the  jxjwer  of  the  President  to  a  mere 
vapor,  in  which  case  his  responsibility  would  Ije  annihilated,  and  the  ex}x?ctation  of 
it  is  unjust.  The  high  executive  officers,  joined  in  cal^al  with  the  Senate,  would  lay 
the  foundation  of  discord,  and  end  in  an  assumption  of  the  executive  jwwer  only  to 
l>e  removeti  by  a  revolution  in  the  Government. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  in  the  same  debate,  referring  to  the  proposition  that  a 
head  of  Department  should  only  Idc  removed  or  suspended  by  the  concur- 
rence of  the  vSenate,  used  this  language: 

But  if  proof  he  necessary,  what  is  then  the  consequence?  Wliy,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  where  the  case  is  very  clear  to  the  mind  of  the  President  that  the  man  ought 
to  be  removed,  the  effect  can  not  be  produced,  because  it  is  absolutely  imp>ossible  to 
protluce  tlic  necessary  evidence.  Are  the  Senate  to  proceed  without  evidence  ?  Some 
gentlemen  contend  not.  Then  the  object  wnll  be  lost.  Shall  a  man  under  these 
circumstances  Ixj  saddled  upon  the  President  who  has  been  appointed  for  no  other 
purpose  but  to  aid  the  President  in  performing  certain  duties?  Shall  he  be  contin- 
ued, I  ask  again,  against  the  will  of  the  President?  If  he  is,  where  is  the  responsi- 
bility? Are  you  to  look  for  it  in  the  President,  who  has  no  control  over  the  officer, 
no  power  to  remove  him  if  he  acts  unfeelingly  or  unfaithfully?  Without  you  make 
him  responsible  you  weaken  and  <lestroy  the  strength  and  beauty  of  your  system. 
What  is  to  be  done  in  cases  which  can  only  be  known  from  a  long  acquaintance  with 
the  conduct  of  an  officer? 

I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  upon  the  assembling  of  Congress  Mr. 
Stanton  would  have  ended  this  unpleasant  complication  according  to  his 
M  P— vol,  VI— 38 
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intimation  given  in  his  note  of  August  12.  The  duty  which  I  have  fe 
myself  called  upon  to  perform  was  by  no  means  agreeable,  but  I  feel  th 
I  am  not  responsible  for  the  controversy  or  for  the  consequences. 

Unpleasant  as  this  necessary  change  in  my  Cabinet  has  been  to  n 
upon  personal  considerations,  I  have  the  consolation  to  be  assured  th 
so  far  as  the  public  interests  are  involved  there  is  no  cause  for  regret. 

Salutary  reforms  have  been  introduced  by  the  Secretary  ad  interh 
and  great  reductions  of  expenses  have  been  effected  imder  his  admini 
tration  of  the  War  Department,  to  the  saving  of  millions  to  the  Treasur; 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  December  14,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  9th  instant,  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  papers  relating  to  tl 
trial  by  a  military  commission  of  Albert  M.  D.  C.  Lusk,  of  Louisian 
No  action  in  the  case  has  yet  been  taken  by  the  President. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  Z>^r^wi^^r  77,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  House  of  Representatives  a  repo 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  accompanying  paper.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  December  ly,  i86y. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant,  concer 
ing  the  International  Monetary  Conference  held  at  Paris  in  June  last, 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  is  accompanied  1 
the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  December  77,  i86y. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Lhiitcd  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  an  agreement  betwe< 
the  diplomatic  representatives  of  certain  foreign  powers  in  Japan,  inclu 
ing  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  on  the  one  part,  and  plenipote 
tiaries  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  Government,  relative  to  the  settleme: 
of  Yokohama. 

*  Report  of  George  H.  Sharpe  relative  to  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  and  the  attempi 
assassination  of  Secretary  Seward. 
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This  iiistnimetit  can  not  be  legally  binding  upon  the  ITuited  States 
iinleas  sanctionecl  In'  tlie  Senate.  There  ap|>ears  to  Ixi  no  objection  to  its 
approval. 

A  copy  of  General  \'aii  \'alkenburgh"s  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
by  which  the  agreenieiU  was  accompanied,  and  of  the  map  to  which  it 
refers,  are  also  herewith  transmitted.  ANDREW  JOHNSON 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  iS,  rS6j, 
Genticmen  of  thi'  Senate  ami  of  the  Ifonse  of  Rcprrscniatives: 

An  official  copy  of  the  order  isvsued  hy  Major-General  Winfield  S.  Han- 
cock,  commander  of  the  Fifth  Military  District,  dated  headquarters  in  New 
Orleans.  La.,  on  the  29th  day  of  November,  has  reached  me  through  the 
regular  chamiels  of  the  War  Department,  and  I  herewith  commiuiicate 
it  to  Congress  for  such  action  as  may  seem  to  l^e  proi>er  in  view  of  all  the 
circnmstances. 

It  will  l>e  |H?rceived  that  General  Hanctx^k  annoinices  that  he  will 
make  tlie  law  the  rule  of  his  conduct:  that  he  will  uphold  the  courts  and 
other  civil  authorilies  in  the  f>er  forma  nee  of  tlieir  prn|>er  duties,  and  that 
he  will  use  his  military  power  only  to  presene  the  peace  and  enforce  the 
law.  He  declares  very  explicitly  that  the  sacred  riglit  of  the  trial  by  jury 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  crushed  out  or 
trodden  under  foot.  He  goes  further,  and  in  one  comprehensive  sentence 
asserts  that  the  principles  of  American  liberty  are  still  the  inheritance  of 
this  people  and  ever  should  l>e» 

When  a  great  soldier,  with  unrestricted  power  in  his  hands  to  oppress 
his  fellow-men,  vohmtarily  foregoes  the  chance  of  gratifying  his  selfish 
ambition  and  devotes  himself  to  the  duty  of  building  up  the  liberties  and 
strengthening  the  laws  of  his  country,  he  presents  an  example  of  the 
highest  public  virtue  that  human  nature  is  capable  of  practicing.  The 
strongest  claim  of  Washington  to  lie  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen ' '  is  founded  on  the  great  fact  that  in  all 
his  illustrious  career  he  scrupulously  al.>stained  from  violating  the  legal 
and  constitutional  rights  of  his  fellow-citizens.  When  he  surrendered 
his  commission  to  Congress,  the  President  of  that  Ixidy  spoke  his  high- 
est praise  in  saying  that  he  had  ' '  always  regarded  the  rights  of  the  civil 
authorities  through  all  dangers  and  disasters/*  Whenever  power  above 
the  law  courted  his  acceptance,  he  cahnly  put  the  temptation  aside*  By 
such  maguainmous  acts  of  forbearance  he  won  the  universal  admiration  of 
mankind  atid  left  a  name  which  has  no  rival  in  the  history  of  llie  world. 

I  am  far  from  saying  that  General  Hauctjck  is  the  only  officer  of 
the  American  Army  who  is  influenced  by  the  example  of  Washington. 
Dotibtless  thousands  of  them  are  faithfidly  de\'ote€l  to  the  principles  for 
which  the  men  of  the  Revolution  laid  down  their  lives.  But  the  distin- 
guished honor  belongs  to  him  of  being  the  first  officer  in  high  command 
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south  of  the  Potomac,  since  the  close  of  the  civil  war,  who  has  given  uttei 
ance  to  these  noble  sentiments  in  the  form  of  a  military  order. 

I  respectfully  suggest  to  Congress  that  some  pubHc  recognition  c 
General  Hancock's  patriotic  conduct  is  due,  if  not  to  him,  to  the  friend 
of  law  and  justice  throughout  the  country.  Of  such  an  act  as  his  at  sue 
a  time  it  is  but  fit  that  the  dignity  should  be  vindicated  and  the  virtu 
proclaimed,  so  that  its  value  as  an  example  may  not  be  lost  to  the  natioi 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  December  zp,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  that  body  of  th 
1 6th  instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompany  in 

P^P^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNvSON. 

Washington,  December  20,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  report,  dated  the  20th  instant,  wit 
the  accompanying  papers,  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  compl 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act  entitle 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the  Unite 
States,"  approved  August  18, 1856.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  j/,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i8t 
instant,  requesting  information  concerning  alleged  interference  by  Rus 
sian  naval  vessels  with  whaling  vessels  of  the  United  States,  I  transmit 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  referred  to  therein. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /aw««r>'  6,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  th 
Treasury,  containing  the  information  requested  in  their  resolution  c 
the  1 6th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  amount  of  United  States  bonds  issue 
to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  each  of  its  branches,  incluc 
ing  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  of  California. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦  Relating  to  the  removal  of  Governor  Ballard,  of  the  Territory  of  Idaho. 
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Washington,  Jantuiry  7, 1868, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yesterday,  making  inquiry  how 
many  and  what  State  legislatures  have  ratified  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  known  as  the  fourteenth  article. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /(2w«ar)'  7,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  and  Hotise  0/  Representatives: 

A  Spanish  steamer  named  Nuestra  Senora  being  in  the  harbor  of  Port 
Royal,  S.  C. ,  on  the  ist  of  December,  i86i,  Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sher- 
man, who  was  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces  there,  received 
information  which  he  supposed  justified  him  in  seizing  her,  as  she  was 
on  her  way  from  Charleston  to  Havana  with  insurgent  correspondence  on 
lx)ard.  The  seizure  was  made  accordingly,  and  during  the  ensuing  spring 
the  vessel  was  sent  to  New  York,  in  order  that  the  legality  of  the  seizure 
might  l)e  tried. 

Hy  a  decree  of  June  20,  1863,  Judge  Betts  ordered  the  vessel  to  be 
restored,  and  by  a  subsequent  decree,  of  October  15,  1863,  he  referred 
the  adjustment  of  damages  to  amicable  negotiations  between  the  two 
Governments. 

While  the  proceeding  in  admiralty  was  pending,  the  vessel  was  ap- 
praised and  taken  by  the  Navy  Department  at  the  valuation  of  $28,000, 
which  sum  that  Department  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

As  the  amount  of  this  valuation  can  not  legally  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  without  authority  from  Congress,  I  recommend  an  appropria- 
tion for  that  purpose. 

It  is  proposed  to  appoint  a  commissioner  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
to  adjust,  informally  in  this  case,  with  a  similar  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  Spain,  the  question  of  damages,  the  commissioners  to  name  an  arbiter  for 
points  upon  which  they  may  disagree.  When  the  amount  of  the  damages 
shall  thus  have  been  ascertained,  application  will  be  made  to  Congress  for 
a  further  appropriation  toward  paying  them. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  Q..,  January  //,  1868, 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  conmiunication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  ad 
interim,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  prepared  in  compliance  with  a 
resohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  March  15, 1867,  requesting 
information  in  reference  to  contracts  for  ordnance  projectiles  and  small 

^™^*  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  D.  Q,,,  January  14.,  1868. 
To  the  Septate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  report  made  by  the  commissioners  appointc 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  20th  day  of  July,  1867,  entitle 
"An  act  to  establish  peace  with  certain  hostile  Indian  tribes,'*  togetb 
with  the  accompanying  pa{)ers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  yi3fw?/«n'  //,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday,  calling  for  info 
mation  relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  American  minister  at  Pekin  1 
a  diplomatic  or  other  mission  on  behalf  of  the  Chinese  Government  t 
the  Emperor  of  China,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stai 
upon  the  subject,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington  City,  fanuary  //,  1868, 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereoi 
the  following  treaties,  concluded  at  "Medicine  Lodge  Creek,"  Kansa 
between  the  Indian  tribes  therein  named  and  the  United  States,  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  20,  186' 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  peace  with  certain  hostile  Indian  tribes,"  vi 

A  treaty  with  the  Kiowa  and  Comanche  tribes,  concluded  October  2 
1867. 

A  treaty  with  the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  tribes,  conclude 
Octol)er  28,  1867. 

A  treaty  with  the  Arapahoe  and  Cheyenne  tribes,  dated  October  2\ 
1867. 

A  letter  of  this  date  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmittin 
said  treaties,  is  herewith  inclosed. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /a;///fl:r)'  ij,  1868, 
To  the  Sc7iate  of  the  United  States: 

With  reference  to  the  convention  l^etween  the  United  States  and  Dei 
mark  for  the  cession  of  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John,  in  the  We 
Indies,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State  on  the  subject  < 
the  vote  of  St.  Thomas  on  the  question  of  accepting  the  cession. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  D.  Q.,  January  -?^  iS68, 
To  the  Srnatf  of  the  United  States: 

111  cotiipliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday,  I  return 
herewith  their  resohitioii  of  the  21st  instant,  calHng  for  infomiation  in 
reference  to  James  A.  Secldon,  late  Secretarj^  of  War  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington.  January  2j,  rS6S, 
To  the  Settafe  of  the  United  States: 

I  Ivave  received  the  following  preamble  and  resohition.  adopted  hy  the 
Senate  on  the  8th  instant: 

Whereas  Senate  bill  No.  141,  and  entitled  **An  act  for  the  further  security  of  equal 
rights  in  the  District  of  Cohiinbia/*  having  at  this  present  session  passed  b>th  Houses 
of  Conj?ress»  was  afterwards,  on  the  nth  day  of  December.  1867,  duly  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  approval  aufl  signature;  and 

Whereas  more  than  ten  days,  exchisive  of  Sundays,  have  since  elapsetl  in  this 
session  without  said  bill  having  been  returned,  either  approved  or  disapproved: 
Therefore, 

Rraofirtt,  TJiat  the  rresident  of  the  United  State**  l»e  retpiested  to  infrjrni  the  Sen- 
ate whether  said  bin  hua  been  <leh vertd  to  and  received  by  tlie  Secrebirj'  of  State,  as 
provided  by  tlie  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  27th  day  of  July,  1 789, 

As  the  act  which  the  resolution  mentions  has  no  relevancy  to  the  sub- 
ject under  inquiry,  it  is  presumed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Senate 
to  refer  to  the  law  of  the  15th  Septeml>er,  1789,  the  second  section  of 
which  prescril)es — 

Thai  whenever  a  bin,  onier,  resolution,  or  vote  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprc- 
sentalives,  having  Ix^en  approved  and  sij^ned  t)y  the  Pre<iideiit  of  the  linited  States, 
or  not  having  beini  returned  by  him  with  his  objections,  shall  t>ecome  a  law  or  take 
etTect,  it  shall  forth \sith  thereafter  l>e  received  by  the  sjiid  Secretary  from  the  Presi- 
dent;  and  whenever  a  biU,  order,  resolution,  or  vote  shall  be  returned  by  the  President 
with  his  objections,  and  shall,  on  l>einj<  reconsidered,  be  agreed  to  l>e  passed,  and  be 
approved  by  two-thirds  of  tx)th  Houses  of  Congress,  aufl  thereby  become  a  law  or  take 
effect,  it  shall  in  such  case  Ix*  receivetl  by  the  stijrl  Secretary  from  the  President  of 
the  Senate  or  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represetila lives,  in  whichsoever  House  it 
shall  last  have  been  so  approved. 

Inasmuch  as  the  bill  "for  the  furtlier  security  of  equal  rights  in  the 
District  of  Columbia"  has  not  become  a  law  in  either  of  the  modes 
designated  in  the  section  alnn^e  quoted,  it  has  not  been  delivered  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  record  and  promulgation.  The  Constitution 
expressly  declares  that — 

If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  ten  days  (  Sundays  excepted  ) 
after  it  sliall  have  Ijeen  presente<l  to  hini,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  Hke  manner  as 
if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by  their  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in 
which  ease  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

As  stated  in  tlie  preamble  to  the  resohition,  the  bill  to  which  it  refers 
was  presented  for  my  approval  on  the  nth  day  of  December,  1867.     On 
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the  20th  of  same  month,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the  ten  days  after 
the  presentation  of  the  bill  to  the  President,  the  two  Houses,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  concurrent  resolution  adopted  on  the  3d  [13th]  of  December, 
adjourned  until  the  6th  of  January,  1868.  Congress  by  their  adjotun- 
ment  thus  prevented  the  return  of  the  bill  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution,  and  it  was  therefore  left  in  the  precise  condition  in 
which  that  instrument  positively  declares  a  bill  *'  shall  not  be  a  law.*' 

If  the  adjournment  in  December  did  not  cause  the  failure  of  this  bill, 
because  not  such  an  adjournment  as  is  contemplated  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  clause  which  I  have  cited,  it  must  follow  that  such  was  the  nature 
of  the  adjournments  during  the  past  year,  on  the  30th  day  of  March  until 
the  first  Wednesday  of  July  and  from  the  20th  of  July  until  the  21st  of 
November.  Other  bills  will  therefore  be  affected  by  the  decision  which 
may  be  rendered  in  this  case,  among  them  one  having  the  same  title  as 
that  named  in  the  resolution,  and  containing  similar  provisions,  which, 
paSvSed  by  both  Houses  in  the  month  of  July  last,  failed  to  become  a  law 
by  reason  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress  before  ten  days  for  its  consid- 
eration had  been  allowed  the  Executive. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /aw/^^rr  ^7,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  22d 
instant,  calling  for  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  commissioner 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Paris  Universal  Exhibition  of  1867, 1  transmit 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  which  accompany  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /a;/7/«rv  27,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  to 
which  it  refers,  in  relation  to  the  formal  transfer  of  territory  from  Russia 
to  the  United  States  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  March 

^^•^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /<c77///rtf;;)'  28,  186S. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  vSenate  with  a  view  to  its  ratifi- 
cation, an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce 
with  Russia  of  the  i8th  of  December,  1832,  which  additional  article  was 
concluded  and  signed  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments at  Washington  on  the  27th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Andrew  Johnson  6oi 

Washington,  February  j,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  suggesting 
the  necessity  for  a  further  appropriation  toward  defraying  the  expense 
of  employing  copying  clerks,  with  a  view  to  enable  his  Department  sea- 
sonably to  answer  certain  calls  for  information. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  j,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  information  in  regard 
to  the  trial  of  John  H.  Surratt,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

^^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  j,  t868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  28th  of  January. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  10,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
relative  to  depredations  upon  and  the  future  care  of  the  reser\^ations  of 
lands  for  the  '  *  purpose  of  supplying  timber  for  the  Navy  of  the  United 

^^^^^''^•"  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  10,  1868, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  ist 
instant,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Postmaster- General,  in 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  a  special  agent  to  take  charge  of  the 
post-office  at  Penn  Yan,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  ro,  186S. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  vState,  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers,  on  the  subject  of  a  transfer  of  the  Peninsula  and  Bay  of 

♦Relating  to  the  famine  in  Sweden  and  Norway. 
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Samana  to  the  United  States.  The  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
the  transfer,  upon  the  terms  proposed  in  the  draft  of  a  convention  wi 
the  Dominican  Republic,  are  requested. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  10,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratific 
tion,  the  accompanying  consular  convention  between  the  United  Stat 
and  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  February  to,  1868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Attorney- General,  prepared 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  ultimo,  reques 
ing  information  as  to  the  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  now  in  cot 
mission  in  each  ward,  respectively,  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  to,  t868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answ^er  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tl 
25th  of  November,  1867,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  tri 
and  conviction  of  American  citizens  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  tl 
two  years  last  past,  I  transmit  a  partial  report  from  the  Secretary  ^ 
State,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  portion  of  the  papers  called  for  by  tl 
resolution. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  tt,  t868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday  by  the  House  ^ 
Representatives,  requesting  any  further  correspondence  the  Presidei 
"may  have  had  \\\\\\  General  U.  S.  Grant,  in  addition  to  that  heret 
fore  submitted,  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  vacation  by  the  latter  of  tl 
War  Office,"  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  address^ 
to  General  Grant  on  the  loth  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  accor 

panving  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Andrew  Johnson 


603 


General  V.  S.  Grant,  Execitive  Mansion,  February  to.  186S. 

CafftmatfdiHg  /U'mies  of  the  United  States,  IVashinxioft^  D.  C. 

General:  The  extraordinary  character  of  your  letter  of  the  jd  instant  *  would 
seem  to  prechide  any  reply  on  my  part;  biit  the  nianncr  hi  which  publicity  has  betn 
given  to  the  correspondence  uf  which  that  letter  forms  a  jxirt  and  Ihe  grave  qites- 
lions  which  are  invf^lved  induce  tile  to  take  tliis  mode  t»f  j;(iving,  as  a  prof>er  secjnel  to 
the  conmninicadons  which  have  passed  l>etween  us,  the  statements  of  the  five  mem- 
liers  of  the  Cabinet  who  were  present  on  the  occasion  of  our  conversation  on  the 
r4th  ultimo.  Copies  of  the  letters  wliich  they  have  addressed  to  me  upon  the  subject 
are  accord  in  jjly  herewith  inclosed. 

Von  speak  of  my  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  f  as  a  reiteration  of  the  *'  many  and  gross 
misrepresentations'*  contained  in  certiin  newsjiiiper  articles,  and  reassert  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statements  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  iHth  ultimo4 
adding — anrl  here  I  give  your  own  words  ''anji^hing  in  yours  in  reply  to  it  to  tlie 
contrary  notwithstanding/" 

When  a  controversy  npon  matters  of  fact  reaches  the  ix>int  to  which  this  has  been 
hrought,  further  assertion  or  denial  Ijetween  tlie  imnie«liate  parties  should  cease, 
especially  where  upon  either  side  it  loseH  tile  character  of  the  respectful  disKrussjon 
which  is  requiretl  by  the  relations  in  which  the  parties  stand  to  each  other  and 
(iegenerates  in  tone  and  temper.  In  such  a  case,  if  there  is  nothing  to  rely  upon  but 
the  cipjRising  statements,  conclusions  must  l)e  drawn  from  those  statements  alone 
and  from  whatever  intrinsic  prohahilities  they  afford  in  favor  of  or  against  either  of 
ttie  parties.  I  should  not  shrink  from  this  test  in  this  controversy;  but,  fortunately, 
it  is  not  left  to  this  test  ah>ne.  There  were  five  Cabinet  offictrs  present  at  the  con- 
versation the  detail  of  wliich  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  [3tst  t]  ultimo  you  allow  your- 
self to  say  contains  ''many  and  gross  misrepresentations,"  These  gentlemen  heard 
that  conversation  and  liave  read  my  statement.  They  speak  for  themselves,  and  I 
leave  the  pnwf  wit!iout  a  word  of  comment* 

I  deem  it  proper  before  concluding  this  commnnication  to  notice  stmie  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  your  letter. 

You  say  that  a  performance  of  the  promises  allegetl  to  have  l)een  made  by  you 
to  the  Tresident  "would  have  involved  a  resistance  to  law  anc!  an  inconsistencv 
with  the  whole  history  of  my  connection  with  the  suspension  i»f  Mr.  Slanlon,'*  Yon 
then  state  that  you  had  fears  the  President  wonlrl,  on  tlie  removal  of  Mr.  Stanton, 
appoint  someone  in  his  place  who  would  embarrass  the  Anny  in  carrying  out  the 
reconstruction  acts,  and  adci: 

**  It  was  to  prevent  such  an  appointment  that  1  accepted  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
War  ad  interhti,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  enablitig  you  to  get  rid  of  Mr,  Stanton 
by  withholding  it  from  him  in  opposition  to  law, or,  not  doing  stj  myself,  surrender- 
ing it  to  one  who  would,  as  the  statements  and  assumptions  in  your  comnumicatiou 
plainly  indicate  was  sought.*' 

P^'irst  of  all,  you  here  admit  that  from  the  very  beginning  of  what  you  term  "the 
wlK»le  history- "  of  your  connection  with  Mr.  Stanton's  suspension  you  intended  to 
circumvent  the  President,  It  was  to  carry  out  that  intent  that  you  accepted  the 
appointment.  This  was  in  your  mind  at  the  time  of  your  acceptance.  It  was  not, 
then,  in  obetiience  to  the  order  of  your  superior,  as  has  heretofore  l>een  supix>sed, 
that  you  assunietl  the  duties  of  the  office.  Yon  knew  it  was  the  President 's  purpose  to 
prevent  Mr.  Stanton  from  resuming  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War.  an<l  yon  intended 
to  defeat  that  purpose.  You  accepte<i  the  office,  not  in  the  interest  of  the  President, 
but  of  Mr.  Stanton.  If  this  purpose,  so  entertained  by  you.  hnf!  been  confined  to 
yourself;  if  when  accepting  the  office  you  had  done  so  with  a  mental  reservation 
to  frtistrate  the  Presi<lent,  it  would  have  been  a  tacit  deception.     In  the  ethics  of 

» Hce  pp.  6i8-«».  t  Sec  pp.  f*  15-^18.  J  St-e  pp.  613-615. 


6o4 


Messages  and  Papers  of  ike  Presidents 


some  persons  such  a  course  is  allowable.  But  you  can  not  stand  even  upon  that! 
questionable  ground.  The  **  history"  of  your  connection  with  this  transaction,  as 
written  by  yourself,  places  you  in  a  different  predicament,  and  shows  that  you  not 
only  concealed  your  dtsig^n  from  the  President,  Imt  induced  him  to  suppose  that  you 
woidd  carry  out  his  purpose  to  keep  Mr.  Stanton  out  of  office  by  reUining  it  your- 
self after  an  attempted  restoration  by  the  Senate,  so  as  to  require  Mn  Stanton  to 
establish  his  riglit  by  judicial  decision, 

I  now  give  that  part  of  this  '*  history  **  as  written  by  yourself  in  your  letter  of  the 
28th  ultimo:* 

"Some  time  after  I  assumed  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim  the  Presi- 
dent asked  nje  my  views  as  to  the  course  Mr,  Stanton  woidd  have  to  pursue*  in  case 
tlie  Senate  should  not  concur  in  his  suspensiuii,  to  obtain  pos^^ession  \A  his  office. 
My  reply  was,  in  substance,  that  Mr.  Stanton  would  have  ti>  a]>peal  to  the  courts  to 
reinstate  liim^  illustrating  my  position  by  citing  the  ground  I  had  taken  in  Oie  case 
of  the  Baltimore  police  commissioners,'* 

Now,  at  that  time,  as  yon  admit  in  your  letter  uf  the  3d  instant,  f  you  held  the^office 
for  the  very  object  of  defeating  an  appeal  to  the  courts.  In  that  letter  you  say  that 
in  accepting  the  office  one  motive  was  to  prevent  the  President  from  appointing  sf.»rae 
other  persf>n  who  would  retain  possession,  and  thus  make  judicial  proeeedings  neces- 
sary. Von  knew  the  President  was  nnwilhng  to  trust  the  office  with  anyone  who 
would  not  by  holding  it  compel  Mr.  Stanton  to  resort  to  the  courts.  Yt>ii  perfectly 
understood  that  in  this  interview,  *' some  time*'  after  you  accepted  the  office,  Uic 
President,  not  content  with  your  silence,  desired  an  expression  of  your  views,  and  you 
answered  him  that  Mr.  Stanton  "would  have  to  appeal  to  the  coiuts."  If  the  Presi* 
dent  reix>sed  confidence  ht*/orf  he  knew  your  views,  and  that  confidence  had  been 
violatefl,  it  might  have  l>een  said  be  made  a  mistake;  hut  a  violation  of  confidence 
reposed  afd'r  that  convers;itioit  was  ncj  mistake  of  his  nor  of  ytJurs.  It  is  the  fact 
only  that  needs  l)e  stated,  that  at  the  date  of  this  conversation  you  did  not  intend  to 
bolil  the  office  with  the  pnrpi.>se  of  forcing  Mr.  Stanton  into  court,  but  dirl  hold  it  then 
and  had  accepted  it  to  prevent  that  ccnirse  from  tieing  carried  out,  hi  other  words, 
you  said  to  the  Prcsidtnt,  "That  Js  the  projx-'r  course,**  and  you  siud  to  yourself, 
"1  have  acceptefl  this  office,  and  now  holil  it  to  defeat  that  course/'  The  excuse 
•  you  make  in  a  subset|uent  paragraph  of  that  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,*  that  after- 
wards you  changed  your  views  as  to  what  would  be  a  proper  course,  has  n*ilhitig  to 
do  with  the  i>oint  now  under  consideration.  Tlie  point  is  that  be/ore  you  changed 
your  views  you  had  secretly  determined  to  do  the  very  thing  which  at  last  you  did  - 
surrender  the  office  to  Mr,  Stanton.  You  may  have  changed  your  views  tts  to  tlie 
law,  but  you  certainly  did  not  change  your  \'iews  as  to  the  course  yon  had  marked 
out  fcjr  yourself  from  the  t>eginning. 

1  will  only  notice  tme  more  statement  in  ^^our  letter  of  the  3d  instant  t — that  the  per- 
formance of  the  promises  which  it  is  allegefl  wer'e  made  by  you  woukl  have  involved 
you  in  the  resistance  of  law.  I  know  of  no  statute  that  would  have  been  violated 
had  you,  carrying  out  your  promises  in  good  faith,  tendered  your  resignation  when 
you  concluded  not  to  be  made  a  party  in  any  legal  prcxreeditigs.     You  add: 

*'I  am  in  a  measure  coiffinned  in  this  conclusion  by  your  recent  orders  directing 
me  to  disobey  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  my  sttpenor  and  your  snlKirdinute, 
without  hadrig  countermanded  his  authority  to  issue  the  orders  I  am  to  disobey." 

On  the  24th  t  ultimo  you  addressed  a  note  to  the  President  requesting  in  writing  an 
order  given  to  yon  verbally  five  days  before  to  thsreganl  onlers  from  IVf  r,  Stanton  as  Sec- 
retary of  War  until  you  "  knew  from  thf  President  liimself  that  they  were  his  orders," 

On  the  29th, <$  rn  compliance  with  your  request,  I  did  give  you  instructions  in  writ- 
ing *'  not  to  obey  any  order  from  the  War  DepaTtment  assumed  to  l>e  issuetl  by  the 
♦Sec  pp.  613-615,  tScc  pp  6j8-630.  X  See  p.  613.  I  ftcc  p,  615. 
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ifrecHoti  of  the  IVcsidciit  unless  such  order  is  kjiown  by  the  General  Commanding 
the  arniies  of  the  United  States  lo  Imve  Ix-en  authorized  by  the  Kxecntive." 

There  are  some  orders  which  a  Sccri'lar}'  of  War  may  issue  with^ml  Uie  auttiority 
of  the  President;  there  are  others  which  he  issues  siinply  as  the  agent  of  the  Presi* 
dent,  and  which  piir|>ort  lo  be  "  tjy  direction  "  of  the  President.  For  such  orders  the 
President  is  resjujiislblt,  and  he  should  therefore  ktiow  and  nnderstaiwl  w  hat  they  are 
before  j^vinj^j  such  '* direction.'*  Mr.  Stanton  states  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  instant.* 
which  acctJtnpanJes  the  published  correspondence,  that  he  "has  had  no  corresponil- 
ence  with  the-  President  since  the  1 2th  of  August  last;  "  and  he  further  says  that  since 
he  resumed  the  (hities  of  the  office  he  has  conlimieti  to  discharge  them  '*  without  aity 
personal  or  written  conmiunication  witli  the  IVcsident;"  ajid  he  adds,  ''No  orders 
have  been  issued  from  this  Department  in  the  name  of  the  President  with  my  knowl- 
edge»  and  I  have  received  no  orders  from  him/' 

It  thus  seems  that  Mr,  Stanton  now  discharges  the  duties  of  tlte  War  Department 
without  any  reference  to  tlie  President  and  without  using  his  name. 

My  order  to  you  had  only  reference  to  orders  *'assmned  to  be  issued  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President."  It  would  apf>ear  from  Mr,  Stanton's  letter  that  you  have 
received  no  such  onlers  from  him.  However,  in  your  note  to  the  President  of  tlie 
30th  ultimo,!  ill  which  you  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  the  written  order  uf  the  jgth,! 
you  say  that  you  have  Ix^en  infunnctl  b)'  ^Ir.  Stanton  that  he  has  tiot  received  any 
onler  limiting  his  authority  to  issue  orders  to  the  Army,  according  to  the  practice  of 
the  Dep^irtmeut,  and  state  that  *' while  this  authority  to  tlie  War  l>epartment  is  not 
countermanded  it  will  Vk?  satisfactory  eviilcoce  to  me  that  any  orders  issued  from 
the  War  Department  by  direction  of  the  Pretiident  are  authorized  by  the  Executive.'* 

The  President  issues  an  order  to  you  to  obey  no  order  from  tlie  War  Department 
purporting  to  ije  made  "by  the  rlireclion  of  the  President"  until  you  have  referred 
it  tu  him  for  his  approval.  You  reply  that  you  liave  receivefl  the  President's  order 
and  will  not  obey  it,  but  will  obey  an  order  purporting  to  be  given  l>y  his  direction  // 
it  iOMts/nmi  thf  IVar  Ihptxrimt'tft,  You  will  not  obey  the  direct  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent, but  will  obey  his  indirect  order.  If ,  as  you  Siiy.  there  has  t>een  a  practice  in  tlie 
War  Department  to  isiiue  orders  in  the  name  of  the  President  withe  an  his  direction, 
does  not  the  precise  order  you  have  requested  and  have  rccciveil  change  the  prac- 
tice as  to  the  General  of  tlie  Army  ?  Could  not  the  President  countermand  any  such 
order  issued  to  you  from  the  War  Department?  If  ytin  should  receive  an  order  from 
that  Department,  issued  in  tlie  name  of  the  President,  to  do  a  special  act,  and  an 
order  directly  from  the  President  himself  not  to  do  the  act,  is  there  a  doubt  which 
you  arc  to  olx-y?  You  answer  the  cjuestiun  when  you  say  to  the  PresitJent,  in  your 
letter  of  the  3d  instant,]^  the  Secretary  of  War  is  '*  my  superior  and  your  subordinate," 
and  yet  you  refuse  oliedience  to  the  superior  out  of  a  tleferetice  to  the  sulxirdinale. 

Without  further  comment  upon  the  itisutordinate  attitude  whicli  you  have  assumed, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  \^uu  can  relieve  yourself  from  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  President*  who  is  made  by  the  Constitution  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Anny 
anr!  Navy,  and  is  therefore  the  official  superior  as  well  of  the  General  of  the  Army  as 
of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

[Lrller  addresftcd  lo  each  of  the  raemljcra  of  the  Cabinet  present  at  ihe  ctjuveritiitioti  betwcea  the 
Frrsidcnl  and  General  Grant  on  the  14th  of  Jautmry,  1S6S,  a  ad  answers  thereto! 

Executive  Mansion,  IVashiugion,  D.  C,  February  5,  1S68. 
Sir:  The  Chronicle  of  this  tnorning  contains  a  correspondence  between  the  Presi- 
dent an<l  General  Grant  reported  from  the  War  Department  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

•  See  pp.  61 2-^13*  t  See  p.  615,  %  See  pp.  6i&-6ao. 
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I  lit^  to  cxill  your  atteutiou  to  tliat  correspondence,  a ud  especially  to  that  part  of 
it  which  refers  to  the  conversation  between  the  President  and  General  Grant  at  tlie 
Cabinet  meeting  on  Tuesday*  the  14th  of  January,  and  to  request  you  to  state  what 
was  said  in  that  conversation. 

Very  respectfully,  yours.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington.  D.  C,  February  j,  /S6S, 
The  Presidknt. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  was  handed  to  me  this  evening.  My  recollection  of 
the  conversation  at  the  Cahhiet  meeting  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  January,  corresponds 
witli  your  statement  of  it  in  the  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo*  in  the  publislied  corre- 
spondence. 

The  three  pmints  specified  in  that  letter,  giving  your  recollection  of  the  conversa* 
tion^  are  correctly  stated* 

Very  respectfully,  GIDEON  WELLKS. 

Treasxtry  Department,  February  6,  /S6$. 
The  President. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  5th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the  cor- 
respondence between  yourself  and  General  Grant  as  published  in  the  Chronicle  of 
yesterday,  especially  to  that  piirtof  it  which  relates  to  what  cnrcurred  at  the  Cabinet 
nieeling  on  Tiiestlay,  the  14th  ultimo,  and  requesting  rne  to  state  what  was  said  in 
the  conversation  referretl  to. 

I  can  not  undertake  to  state  tlie  precise  language  used,  but  1  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  your  account  of  that  conversation  as  given  in  your  letter  to  General  Grant 
under  date  of  the  .^ist  ultimo*  substantially  and  in  all  imijortant  particulars  accords 
with  my  recollection  of  it. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HITGPI  McCUI.I.nctI. 


PoST-OFFICK   DKI'ARTMENT, 

lVitshitt;^km,  February  6,  /S6S. 
The  Fh  hsidbnt. 

Sir:  1  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5tli  of  h^ebruary,  calling  my  attention  to 
the  correspondence  published  in  the  Chronicle  Ixrtween  the  President  and  General 
Grant,  and  es]>ccially  to  that  part  of  it  w  liich  refers  to  tite  convers;ition  lx?twecn  the 
President  and  Crcneral  Grant  at  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, wnth  a  refjuest  tliat  I  state  what  was  said  in  that  conversation. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  t  have  read  carefully  the  correspondence 
in  question, and  i>articularly  the  letter  of  the  President  to  General  Grant  dated  Jan- 
nary  31 ,  i86S.'-  The  following  extract  from  your  letter  of  the  31st  Jaruiary  to  General 
(iranl  is»  according  to  my  recollection,  a  correct  statement  of  the  conversation  that 
took  place  between  the  President  and  General  Grant  at  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  the 
14th  i4  January  last.  In  the  presence  of  the  Cabinet  the  President  asked  General 
Grant  whether^  "in  conversation  which  took  place  after  his  appointment  as  Secre- 
tary of  War  ad  ittkhm,  he  did  not  agree  eitlier  to  remain  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Departn^tent  and  abide  any  judicial  proceedings  that  might  follow  the  nonconcur- 
rcnce  l>y  the  Senate  in  Mn  Stanton*s  suspension,  or,  should  he  wish  not  to  become 
involved  in  such  a  controversy,  to  put  the  President  in  the  same  position  with  respect 
to  the  office  as  he  occupied  previous  to  General  Grant's  appointment,  by  returning 

♦See  pp.  615-61S. 
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it  to  the  President  in  litne  to  anticipate  r»nch  action  Uy  the  Senate/*     Thi^  General 
Grant  ailmitte<l. 

The  I'retiident  then  askwl  General  Grant  if  at  tlie  conference  011  the  preceding; 
Saturday  he  had  nut,  to  avoid  misunderstanding,  requested  CVeiieral  <lrant  to  state 
what  he  intentled  to  do,  and,  further,  if  in  reply  to  that  inquiry  he  (General  Onnt) 
had  not  referred  to  their  former  conversiitions,  saying  that  from  them  the  Presitlent 
understood  Ids  position,  and  that  his  (General  Grant's)  action  would  he  consistent 
witli  the  understanding  which  had  been  reached. 

To  these  questions  Ckneral  Grant  rephed  in  the  affirmative. 

Tlie  President  asked  General  Grant  if  at  the  conclusion  of  tlieir  interview  on  Sat* 
urday  it  was  not  nntierstood  that  they  were  to  have  another  conference  on  Monday 
before  final  action  by  tlie  Senate  in  the  cnse  of  Mr.  Stantou, 

(ieneral  Grant  replied  that  such  was  the  understanding^,  but  that  he  did  not  snp- 
jxjse  the  Senate  would  act  so  soon;  that  on  Monday  he  had  been  engaged  in  a  con- 
ference with  General  Shernian.and  was  occupied  with  "many  little  matters,"  and 
asked  if  General  Sherman  had  not  called  on  that  day. 

I  take  tliis  mode  of  complying  with  the  request  coJitained  in  the  President's  letter 
to  me,  because  my  attention  had  been  called  to  the  subject  before,  when  the  conver- 
sation between  the  President  antl  General  Grant  was  under  consideration. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX  W.  RANDALL, 

Post  master 'GeneraL 

Dkpartmknt  of  the  Interior, 

'1^1      Ti      ^  «  li'ttshi Hilton,  I).  L\,  February  6,  1S6S, 

The  PrksidknT,  a       '  >  .      I 

Stk:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  yesterday,  calling  my  attention  to  a  correspond- 
ence lietween  yours<.df  and  General  Grant  puldishe^i  in  the  Chronicle  newspajier, 
and  especially  to  that  part  of  said  correspondence  "  which  refers  to  the  conversiition 
between  the  President  and  General  Grant  at  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  Tuesday » the 
I4tb  of  January,"  and  requesting  ine  "to  state  what  was  siud  in  that  conversation/' 

In  reply  I  suhnnt  the  following  statement:  At  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
the  14th  of  January',  1S6S,  General  Grant  appeared  and  took  his  accustomefl  seat  at 
the  board.  When  he  had  been  reached  in  the  order  of  business,  the  President  asked 
him,  as  usual,  if  he  had  anything  to  present. 

In  reply  the  (general,  after  referring  to  a  note  which  he  had  that  morning  addressee! 
to  the  President,  inclusing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  refusing  to  concur 
in  the  reasons  for  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Stanton,  proceeded  to  say  that  he  regiirdeil 
his  duties  as  SecreLiry  of  War  at/  interim  terminated  by  that  resolution,  and  that 
he  could  not  lawfully  exercise  such  duties  for  a  moment  after  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  by  the  Senate;  that  the  resolution  reached  him  last  night,  and  that  this 
morning  he  had  gone  to  the  War  Department^  entered  the  Secretary's  room,  bolted 
one  door  on  the  inside,  locked  the  other  on  the  outside,  delivered  the  key  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  and  pro<:eeded  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Anny  and  addressed 
the  note  alwve  mentioned  to  tlie  President,  infortning  hitn  that  he  (General  Grant) 
was  no  longer  Secretary  of  War  ad  inttrim. 

The  President  expressed  great  surprise  at  the  course  which  General  Grant  had 
tliought  proper  to  pursue,  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  General,  proceeded  to  say, 
in  substance,  that  he  had  anticipated  such  actitm  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and, 
being  very  desirous  to  have  the  constitutionality  of  the  ten ure-of -office  bill  tested 
and  his  right  to  susjjend  or  remove  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  decided  by  the  judicial 
tribunals  of  tlie  country,  he  had  some  time  ago,  and  shortly  after  General  Grant*s 
appointnjent  as  Secretiiry  of  War  mi  irttrnm,  asked  the  l^eneral  wliat  Ixis  action 
would  he  in  the  event  that  the  Senate  should  refuse  to  concur  in  the  suspension  of 


6o8 


Messages  and  Papers  of  Uw  Presidents 


Mn  Stanton ,  and  lluit  the  General  had  then  agreed  either  to  remain  al  the  head 
of  tlie  War  Department  till  a  decision  conld  tie  obtaineil  from  Hie  court  or  rest^ 
the  office  into  the  hands  of  tlie  President  before  the  case  was  acted  upon  by  llie 
Senate,  so  as  to  place  the  President  in  the  same  situation  he  occupied  at  the  time  %A 
his  <  Grant's )  appointment. 

The  President  further  said  that  the  conversation  ^'as  renewed  on  the  preceding 
Saturday,  at  which  lime  he  asked  the  General  what  he  intended!  to  do  if  the  Senate 
should  undertake  to  reinstate  Mr.  Stanton,  in  reply  to  which  the  General  referred  to 
their  fonner  conversation  upon  the  same  subject  and  said:  "You  understand  itiy 
position,  and  my  conduct  will  he  conformable  to  that  understanding;*'  that  he  (tlic 
General  |  then  expresse<l  a  repugnance  to  1>ein>(  made  a  part>^  to  a  judicial  [>roceeiI» 
ing,  saying  that  he  would  expose  himself  to  fine  and  injprisonmenl  by  doing  so,  a;* 
his  continuing  to  discharge  tlie  duties  of  Secretary'  of  War  ad  interim  after  the 
Senate  should  have  refused  to  concur  in  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Stanlon  \^'Ould  be  a 
violation  of  the  tenure -of -office  bill;  tliat  in  reply  to  tliis  he  (the  President  i  informed 
General  Grant  he  had  not  suspended  Mr.  Stanton  under  the  tenureof-oflSce  bill,  Imt 
by  virtue  of  tlie  pi:>wers  conferred  on  him  by  the  Constitution;  and  that,  as  to  liie 
fine  and  imprisonment,  he  I  the  President )  would  pay  whatever  fine  was  imposed  and 
submit  to  whatever  imprisonment  might  be  adjudgetl  agiainst  him  ftlie  General); 
that  they  continued  the  conversation  for  some  time,  discussing  tlie  law  at  length, 
and  that  they  finally  separated  without  having  reached  a  definite  conclusion,  and 
w4th  the  understauiling  that  the  General  would  see  the  President  ag^in  on  ^t<mdHy. 

In  reply  General  tyrant  admitted  that  the  conversaticms  had  occurred,  and  sttid 
tliat  at  the  first  conversation  he  had  given  it  as  his  opinion  to  the  President  that  in 
the  event  of  nonconcurrence  by  the  Senate  in  tlie  action  of  the  President  in  respect 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  question  would  have  to  be  decided  by  the  court— that 
Mr,  Stanton  would  have  to  appeal  to  the  court  to  reinstate  him  in  office;  that  the  ins 
would  remain  iu  till  they  could  be  displaced  and  the  ouU  put  in  by  legal  proceed* 
ings;  and  that  he  thert  thought  so,  and  had  agreed  that  if  he  should  change  his  mind 
he  would  notify  the  President  in  time  to  enable  him  to  make  another  appointment, 
but  that  at  the  lime  of  the  fir^t  conversation  he  had  not  looked  very  closely  into  the 
law;  that  it  had  recently  been  discussed  by  tlie  newspapers,  and  that  this  had  induced 
him  to  examine  it  more  carefully,  and  that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  the 
Senate  should  refuse  to  concur  in  the  susjiension  Mr.  Stanton  would  thereby  be  rein- 
stated, and  that  he  (  Grant  >  could  not  continue  thereafter  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War 
ad  interim  without  subjecting  hhnself  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  that  he  came 
over  on  Saturday  to  inform  the  President  of  this  change  in  his  views,  and  tlid  so 
infonn  him;  that  the  President  replied  that  he  bad  not  snspcncled  Mr.  Stanton  under 
the  teiiure-ofKjfiicc  bill,  but  under  the  Constitution,  anil  had  appointed  him  (Grant) 
by  virtue  of  the  authority  derived  from  the  CoJistitutJon,  etc.;  that  they  continued 
to  discuss  the  matter  some  time,  and  finally  he  left,  without  any  conclusion  having 
been  reached*  eatpeciing  to  see  the  President  again  on  Monday. 

He  then  proceeded  to  explain  why  he  had  not  called  on  the  Prenident  on  Moiidajr, 
saying  that  he  had  had  a  long  interview  with  General  Sherman,  thnt  various  Uttl« 
matters  had  occupied  bis  time  till  it  was  late,  and  that  he  did  not  Uiink  the  Senate 
wouKl  act  so  soon,  and  asked:  "  Did  not  General  Shermiin  cull  on  yon  im  Moi  * 

I  do  not  know  what  fuissed  between  the  President  and  (k!iierai  Gr^ntonS;i 
except  as  I  learnefl  it  from  tlie  convcrs-ition  between  them  fit  the  Cabiiii  '  -a 

TuescUy,  and  Uie  foregoing  is  substintially  what  then  occwfrwl.     The  : 
nseil  on  the  occasion  arc  not,  of  coutm.*,  given  exactly  in  the  oi'f 
were  spoken,  but  tlie  ideas  txtirk^sscd  and  the  facta  st-nteti  are  fu 
Atid  prvMfnted. 

I  have  tlie  honor  ♦-  i  •"'    ♦  •  •  pect,  your  obedietii  -.  . .  ..♦>, 

a  H,  BKOWNINO, 


:d)i 

i.,-y 
cd 


Andreiv  Johnson 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATF.» 

Waskingtoft^  February  6,  tS68. 
Tli<r  Fkksidknt. 

SiK :  The  lULuiiiiK  I"  which  you  refer  in  your  letter  was  a  regular  Cabiuet  meeting. 
While  the  memTieriJ  were  aKseiiihlitig,  and  hefore  the  rresiiknit  had  entered  the  cotiiicil 
rlMtiiher.t^Jcneral  Grant  on  coming  in  said  to  me  that  he  was  in  attendance  there,  not 
ii:i  a  member  of  the  Cabinet^  but  uptjn  invitation,  a  in  I  I  rt^plie*!  by  the  inquiry  whether 
there  was  a  change  in  tlie  War  Df|Kirtmenl.  After  the  I'resident  ]jad  taken  his  seat, 
business  went  on  in  the  usual  way  of  hearin>^  matters  submitted  by  the  several  Sec- 
retaries. Wieu  the  time  came  for  the  Secretary  of  War^  Genertd  Grant  said  that  he 
was  now  there,  not  as  Secretary  of  War,  but  ujKin  the  President's  invitation;  that 
he  had  retired  from  the  War  I>epartment.  A  slight  difFerence  then  appeared  about 
the  supjTosed  invitation,  Geneml  Grant  saying  tliat  the  officer  who  had  bt^rne  his  let- 
ter to  the  President  that  morning  announcing  his  retirement  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment had  told  him  that  tlie  President  desired  to  see  him  at  the  Cabinet,  to  which  the 
Presirlent  answere'l  that  wluii  General  Grant's  connnunication  was  delivered  to  him 
the  President  simply  replie<l  that  he  supposed  General  Grant  would  he  ver\-  soon  at 
the  Cabinet  meeting.  I  regarded  the  conversation  thus  Ijeguu  as  an  incidental  one. 
It  went  on  quite  i;iformally»  and  consisted  of  a  statement  on  your  part  of  your  views 
in  regard  to  the  understanding  of  the  tenure  upon  which  General  Gnmthad  assented 
to  hold  the  War  Department  ad  ifiit-nm  and  of  his  replies  by  way  of  answer  and 
explanation.  It  was  respectful  and  comleous  on  both  s'des.  Being  in  this  conver- 
sational form,  its  details  could  only  have  been  preserved  by  verbatim  report.  So  far 
as  I  know,  no  such  report  was  made  at  the  time.  I  can  give  only  the  geneml  cfTect 
of  the  conversation.  Certainly  yoti  stated  that.nHliough  you  had  reported  the  rea- 
stins  for  Mr.  Stimton's  suspension  to  the  Senate,  yow  nevertheless  held  that  he  would 
not  be  entitled  to  resume  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  even  if  the  Senate  shouhl 
disapprove  of  his  suspension,  and  that  you  had  proposcil  to  have  tlie  question  tested 
by  judicial  process,  to  l>e  applied  to  the  person  who  should  be  tlie  incumbent  of  the 
Department  under  your  designation  of  Secretary  of  War  ad  ifthnm  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Stanton,  You  contended  that  this  was  well  understoofl  between  yourself  and 
General  Grant;  that  when  he  entered  the  War  Department  as  Secretary  ad  inUrim 
he  expressed  his  concurrence  in  a  belief  that  the  questi«m  of  Mr.  Stanton*s  restora- 
tion would  l>e  a  question  for  the  courts;  that  in  a  subsequent  conversation  with  Gen- 
eral Grant  you  had  atlverted  to  the  understanding  thus  had,  and  that  General  Grant 
expressed  his  concurrence  in  it;  that  at  some  conversation  which  had  been  previously 
held  General  Grant  said  he  still  adhered  to  the  same  construction  of  tlie  law,  but  said 
if  he  should  change  his  opinioji  he  would  give  you  seasonable  notice  of  it,  so  that  you 
should  in  any  case  Ije  placetl  in  t!ie  same  position  in  regard  to  the  W^ar  Department 
that  you  were  while  General  Grant  held  it  ad  hiit^fim.  1  did  not  understand  General 
Grant  as  denying  nor  as  explicitly  admitting  these  statements  in  the  form  and  full 
extent  to  which  you  made  them.  His  admission  of  them  was  rather  indirect  and 
circimistantial,  though  I  did  not  understand  it  to  l>e  an  evasive  one.  He  siiid  that, 
reasoning  from  what  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  police  in  Maryland,  which  he  re- 
garded as  a  parallel  one,  he  was  of  opinion,  and  so  assured  you,  that  it  would  be 
his  right  and  duty  under  your  instructions  to  hold  the  War  Office  after  tJie  Senate 
shouhl  disapprove  of  Mr.  Stantoirs  suspension  until  the  question  should  be  decitled 
njxin  by  the  coin-ts;  that  he  remaine<i  until  very  recently  of  that  opinion,  and  that  on 
the  Saturday  before  tlie  Cabinet  meeting  a  conversation  was  held  between  yourself 
and  him  in  which  the  subject  w^s  generally  discussed. 

General  Grant's  statement  was  that  in  that  conversation  he  liafl  stated  to  yon  the 
legal  difficulties  which  might  arise,  involving  fine  and  iraprisonmen thunder  the  civil- 
tenure  bill,  and  that  he  did  not  care  to  subject  himself  to  those  penalties;  that  you 
replied  to  this  remark  tliat  you  regarded  the  civil-temire  bill  as  unconstitutional 
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a«4  riifl  not  think  its  penalties  were  to  be  feared,  or  that  you  would  voluntarily 
assume  them;  and  you  insisted  that  General  Grant  should  either  retain  the  office 
until  relieved  b}"  yourself,  according  to  what  you  claimed  was  the  orig^inal  untier* 
standing  between  yourself  and  him,  or,  by  iieasonable  notice  of  change  of  purpotse 
on  his  part,  put  you  in  the  same  situation  wliich  you  would  be  if  he  adhere*!.  You 
claimed  that  General  Grant  finally  said  in  that  Saturday's  con\'«rsation  that  you 
underst<jod  his  views,  and  his  proceedings  thereafter  would  be  consistent  \%ith  what 
had  1>een  so  understood.  General  Grant  did  not  controvert,  nor  can  I  say  that  hs 
admitted,  this  last  statement.  Certainly  General  Grant  did  not  at  any  time  in  the 
Cabinet  meeting  insist  that  he  had  in  the  Saturday's  conversation,  either  distinctly  or 
finally,  advised  you  of  his  determination  to  retire  from  the  diarge  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment otherwise  than  under  yoiu:  own  subsequent  direction.  He  acquiesced  in  your 
stiitement  that  the  Saturday's  conversation  ended  T^-ith  an  expectation  that  there 
would  be  a  subsequent  conference  on  the  subject,  which  he,  as  well  as  yourself,  sup- 
posed could  seasonably  take  place  on  Monday.  You  then  alludefl  to  the  fact  that 
General  Grant  did  not  call  upwn  you  on  Monday,  as  yon  had  expecteii  from  that  con- 
versation. General  Grant  admitted  that  it  was  his  expectation  or  purpose  to  call 
upon  you  on  Monday,  General  Grant  lissigned  reasons  for  the  omission.  He  said  he 
was  in  conference  with  General  Shemian;  that  there  were  many  Iklle  matters  to  be 
attended  to;  he  had  converse*!  ujxm  the  matter  of  the  incuml>ency  of  the  War  Depart* 
nient  wMth  General  Sherman,  and  he  expected  that  General  Sherman  would  call  upon 
yon  on  Monday.  My  own  mind  suggested  a  furtlu-r  explanation,  but  I  do  nut  remem- 
ber whetlier  it  was  mentioned  or  not,  namely;  that  it  was  not  supposed  by  General 
Grant  on  Monday  that  the  Senate  would  decide  the  question  so  promptly  as  to  antici- 
pate further  explanation  between  yourself  and  him  if  tlelayed  beyond  that  day.  Gen- 
eral Grant  made  another  explanation  —that  he  was  engageti  on  Sunday  with  General 
Sherman,  and  I  think,  also,  on  Monday,  in  regard  to  the  War  Department  matter, 
with  a  hope,  though  he  did  not  say  in  an  effort,  to  procure  an  amicable  settlement 
of  the  affair  of  Mr.  Stanton,  and  he  still  hopefl  that  it  would  be  brought  about. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  wiUi  great  respect,  your  obedient  .servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEW  ARD. 


Washington,  D,  C»,  Februafy  ii^  iS6S, 
Ta  the  House  of  Representaiives: 

The  accompanying  letter  from  General  Grant,  received  since  the  trans- 
mission to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  ni}'  coniniunication  of  this 
date,  is  submitted  to  the  House  :is  a  part  of  the  correspondence  referred 
to  in  the  resohition  of  the  lotli  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 


HEADQrARfERS  ARMV  OF  THE  UNITED  SXATKS, 

IVashut^iiftt,  D.  C,  February  ii^  i86SA 
His  Excellency  A.  Johxson, 

Presidtnt  of  the  United  States. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
loth  instant.*  accompanied  by  statenieiits  of  five  Cabinet  ministers  of  their  recollec- 
tion of  what  occurred  in  Cabinet  meeting  on  the  14th  of  Januar}\  Without  admit- 
ting anything  tn  these  statements  where  they  dilTcr  from  anytliing  heretofore  stated 
hy  me,  I  propose  to  notice  oidy  that  pjrtion  of  your  conmiunication  wherein  I  am 
charged  with  insubordination,     I  think  it  will  be  plain  to  the  reader  of  my  letter  of 
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the  jotli  of  January  *  that  I  did  not  prr  j|x)se  lo  disobey  any  Ic^fal  ortler  tjf  the  Presitieut 
distinctly  given,  but  only  gave  an  inteqiretation  of  what  would  be  re>^artled  as  sat- 
isf acton- evidence  of  the  President's  sanction  to  orders  coniniunicatetl  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  I  will  liay  here  that  your  letter  of  the  loth  instant  t  contains  the  first 
intimation  I  have  had  that  you  did  not  accept  that  interpretation. 

Now  for  reasons  for  ^viu^  that  interpretation  It  was  clear  to  ine  t>efore  my 
letter  of  January  30'^  was  wTittt^n  that  I,  the  person  having  more  public  l>usiness  to 
transact  with  the  Secretary*  of  War  than  any  other  of  the  President's  subordinates, 
was  the  only  <.)ne  who  had  been  instructed  to  disregard  the  authority  of  Mr.  Stantou 
where  his  authority  was  derived  as  agent  of  tlie  President. 

On  the  27th  of  January  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  (copy  here- 
with) directing  me  to  furnish  e^^ort  to  public  treasure  from  the  Rio  Grande  lo  New 
Orleans,  etc.,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  hiin.  I  also  send  two 
other  in  closures,  shown  nj^  recognition  of  Mr.  Stanton  as  Secretary  of  War  by  \mi\\ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Postniaster-Geueral,  in  all  of  which  cases  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  to  call  u])on  nie  to  make  the  orders  reqneste*!  or  give  the  infor- 
mation desired,  and  where  his  authority  to  do  so  is  derived,  in  my  view,  as  agent  of 
the  President. 

With  an  order  so  clearly  ambiguous  as  that  of  the  President  here  referred  to,  it  was 
my  duty  to  inform  tlie  President  of  my  interpretation  of  it  and  to  abide  by  that 
interpretation  until  I  receive^l  otlier  or<lcrs. 

Disclaiming  any  intention,  now  or  heretofore,  of  disobeying  any  legal  order  of  the 
President  distinctly  communicated. 

I  remain,  \'erv  respectful iy»  your  obedient  ser\'ant| 

U.  S.  GRANT.  Uatcral. 

W'AR   DkI'AKTMKNT. 
General  r.  S.  Gr.^nt.  WashingtoN  Cityjamiary  27.  fS68, 

Commanding  Army  Untied  Stales. 
Genkrai/  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  requested  this  Department  to  afford 
A.  F.  Randall,  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  such  military  aid  as  may  be 
necesaary  to  secure  and  forward  for  deposit  from  Brownsville,  Tex. ,  to  New  Orleans 
public  moneys  in  possession  of  custom-house  officers  at  Brownsville,  and  which  are 
deemed  insecure  at  that  place. 

You  will  please  give  such  directions  as  you  may  deem  proper  to  the  officer  com- 
manding at  Brownsville  to  carry  into  effect  the  request  of  the  Treasiu-y  Deparlment» 
the  instructions  to  be  sent  by  telegraph  to  Galveston,  to  the  care  of  .\.  F,  Randall^ 
special  agent,  who  is  at  Galveston  waiting  telegraphic  orders,  there  being  no  tele- 
graphic conimunication  with  Brownsville,  and  the  necessity  for  military  protection 
to  the  public  moneys  represented  as  urgent. 

Please  favor  me  with  a  copy  of  such  instructions  as  you  may  give,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  communicated  to  the  Secretarj^  of  the  Treastiry. 

Yours,  truly,  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Post-Ofpice  Department,  Contract  Office, 

Washington,  February  j,  iMS^ 
The  Honorable  the  Srcrktary  of  War. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  Department  that  in  October  last  a  military 
commission  was  appointed  to  settle  upon  some  general  plan  of  defense  for  the  Texas 
frontiers,  and  that  the  sttid  commission  ha^  made  a  report  recommending  a  line  of 
posts  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Red  River. 
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An  application  is  now  penrling  in  this  Dqiartment  for  ei  diAnge  in  the  course  of 
the  San  Antonio  and  Kl  Paso  mail,  so  ajs  to  send  it  l>y  way  of  Forts  Mason.  Gnffin, 
and  Stockton  inistead  of  Cainps  Hudiion  and  Lancaster*  This  application  requires 
immediate  decision,  but  l)cfore  final  action  caii  t>e  had  tliereon  it  is  desined  to  have 
some  official  infomiation  as  to  the  rc|>ort  of  the  comnusf^ion  above  referred  to. 

Accordingly,  I  bave  Ibe  honor  to  request  that  you  will  cause  this  Department  to  ♦^e 
furnished  as  early  as  possible  with  the  infonnation  desired  in  the  premises,  and  also 
with  a  cop3'  of  the  report,  if  any  has  been  tnade  1>y  the  commissiorL 

Very  respecUuUy.  etc..  ,,  j.-,-,   ^^.   mcI.EI,1.AN. 

Stt'ond  Assisiani  PostmasUr-G^teraf. 


Referred  to  the  Genera!  of  the  Army  for  report. 


Februarv  3,  i863. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Stun-tafy  of  War, 


Treasury  Dkpahtmknt,  y«//mrn'  29,  /S6S, 
The  Honorable  SECRETARY  of  War. 

Sir:  It  is  represented  to  this  Department  that  a  band  of  robbers  hasobtainefl  such 
a  foothold  in  tbe  section  of  country  between  Humboldt  ami  Lawrence,  Kans.,  cotn- 
mitting  <k'predations  upon  travelers^  both  by  public  and  private  conveyance,  tliat 
the  safet}' of  the  public  money  collected  by  the  receiver  of  Uic  land  office  at  Hum- 
lx>ldt  requires  that  it  sboidd  be  guarded  during  its  transit  from  Humt>oldt  to  Liw- 
rejice.  I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  request  that  the  proper  commanding  oflicer  of 
the  district  may  he  instructed  by  the  War  Department,  if  in  the  itpinion  i*f  tlie  hon* 
orable  Secretary  of  War  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interests,  to 
furnish  a  snfticient  niiliUiry  guard  to  protect  such  moneys  ns  may  be  in  transitu  from 
the  above  office  for  the  purpose  of  being  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Unite<i  States.  As  far  as  we  arc  now  advised,  such  service  will  not  be  necessary 
oftener  than  once  a  month.  Will  you  please  advise  me  of  the  action  taken,  that  I 
may  instruct  the  receiver  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  L^nd  Office  in  the 
matter? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^^   McCULI  OCH 

Secretary  0/ the  7rcitsury, 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  General  of  the  i\rmy  to  give  the  necessary  orders  in 
this  case  and  to  furnish  this  Department  a  copy  for  the  Information  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasiu^*, 

By  order  of  the  Secretarj*  of  War:  ^^  SCHRIVRR 

hnprctar-GencraL 


(TUc  following  »re  inserted  t^ecduae  Ihry  huvc  direct  bearing  on  the  \wa  mesi3«cs  fmm  llie 
l^csittenl  of  rebniaTy  1 1,  jtt«,  and  their  iaclosares.] 

War  Dkpartmhnt. 
Hon,  ScHitYLER  COLFAX,  Washington  City.  F^hruary  /.  tm. 

Speaker  of  thr  House  of  Rtprfsmtativc ^ 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  f'  Mfihen* 

1  transmit  hrrrwitb  ropir  1  me  b^M 

L)m  and  th  ,1 ,  ^ud  whiiih  he  strporU  lu  tje 

the  con  m  tlic  subject 

I  have  hml  no  corret^ndence  with  th4^  Pre»idej3i  ttioce  the  lath  of  Augttj»l  \mA,, 
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After  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  his  alleged  reason  for  my  suspension  from  the  office 
of  Secretary'  of  War,  I  resumed  the  duties  of  that  office,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  have  cotitinuerl  to  discharge  them  without  any  pL^rsonal  or  writteji  com- 
munication with  the  President.  Xo  orders  have  been  issued  from  this  Department 
in  the  name  of  the  President  with  my  knowledge,  and  I  have  received  no  orders 
from  him. 

The  correspondence  sent  herewith  embraces  all  the  correspondence  known  to  me 
on  the  R!ibject  referrerl  lo  in  the  resohition  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  I 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secrdary  of  War, 

General  Grant  to  the  President.  ! 

HHAJ>5JUAKtERS  AKMY  OP  THE  UnITKD  STATES, 

His  Excellency  A.  Johnson,  Washington.  January*  24.  fMS. 

Prrside^ii  0/ the  United  States. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  request  Lo  have  in  writing  tlie  order 
which  the  President  gave  me  verbally  on  Sunday,  tJie  19th  instant,  to  disregard  tlie 
orders  of  the  Hon.  E.  M.  vStanLon  as  Secretary  of  W^ar  until  I  knew  from  the  President 
himself  that  they  were  his  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT.  General, 

General  Grant  to  the  President. 

HHAj>QtfARTHRs  Army  of  the  Unithd  States, 

Washington t  D,  C.^  January  2S,  1S6S. 
His  Excellency  A,  Johnson. 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  On  the  24th  instant  I  requested  you  to  g\vG  me  in  writing  the  instnictions 
which  you  had  previously  g^iven  me  verbally  not  to  otiey  any  t»nler  from  Hon.  H.  M. 
Stanton.  Secretary  of  War,  unless  I  knew  that  it  came  from  yourself.  To  this  writ- 
ten request  I  received  a  message  that  has  left  doubt  in  my  mind  of  your  intentions. 
To  prevent  any  possible  inisunderstandinji^,  therefore,  1  renew  the  request  tlmt  you 
will  give  me  written  instrnctions,  and  till  they  are  received  will  suspend  action  on 
your  verbal  ones. 

I  am  compelled  to  ask  these  instructions  in  writing  in  consefiuence  of  tlie  many 
and  gross  misrepresentations  affecting  my  personal  honor  circulated  tlirough  the 
press  for  tlie  last  fortnight,  purprirting  to  come  from  the  President, of  conversations 
which  occurred  either  with  the  President  privately  in  his  office  or  in  Cabinet  meeting. 
Wlmt  is  written  admits  of  no  misunderstanding. 

In  view  of  the  misreprcsentatioiis  referrerl  io,  it  will  l>e  well  to  slate  the  facts  in 
the  case. 

Some  time  after  I  assumed  the  duties  of  Secretary-  of  War  ad  interim  the  President 
asked  me  my  views  as  to  the  course  Mr.  Stanton  w^ould  have  to  pursue,  in  case  the 
Senate  s!iould  not  concur  in  his  suspension,  to  obtain  possession  of  his  oflSce.  My 
reply  was,  in  substance,  that  Mr,  Stanton  would  have  to  appeal  to  the  courts  to  rein- 
state him,  illustrating  my  position  by  citing  tlie  ground  I  had  taken  in  the  case  of 
the  Baltimore  fwlice  commissioners. 

In  tliat  ca.se  I  did  not  doidjt  the  technical  right  of  Governor  Swann  t<i  remove 
the  old  commissioners  and  lo  appoint  their  successors.  As  the  old  commissioners 
refused  to  give  up,  however,  I  contended  tliat  no  resource  was  left  hut  lo  appeal  lo 
the  courts. 

Finding  that  the  President  was  desirous  of  keeping  Mr.  Stanton  out  of  office, 
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whether  svustaitied  in  the  suspension  or  not»  I  stated  lliat  I  had  not  lookc^l  particu- 
larly into  the  teuure-of-oflice  hill,  but  tliat  what  1  had  stateil  was  a  general  principle, 
and  if  I  should  change  my  tiiind  in  this  particular  case  I  would  iiifomi  him  of  the 
fact. 

Subsequently,  on  reading  the  tenure-of-officc?  hill  closely,  I  found  tliat  1  could 
not,  without  violation  of  the  law,  refuse  to  vacate  the  oflice  of  Secretim'  of  War  th« 
moment  Mr.  Stanton  w^s  reinstiited  by  the  Senate,  even  though  the  President  should 
order  tne  to  retain  it,  which  he  never  did. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  subject^  and  learning  on  Saturday,  the  i  itli  instant,  thct 
the  Senate  had  taken  up  the  subject  of  Mr.  Stanton*s  suspension,  after  some  conver- 
sation witli  Lieutetaant-General  Sherman  and  some  members  of  my  staff,  in  which  I 
stated  that  the  law  left  me  no  discretion  as  to  my  action  should  Mr.  Stanton  Ix? 
reinstated,  and  that  I  intended  to  inform  the  President » I  w^ent  to  the  President  for 
the  s<5le  purpose  of  niiiking  this  decision  known,  and  did  so  make  it  known. 

In  doing  this  I  fulfilled  the  promise  made  in  our  last  preceding  conversation  on 
the  subject. 

The  President,  however^  instead  of  accepting  my  view  of  the  requirements  of  the 
tenure-of-oilice  bill,  contended  that  he  had  suspended  Mr.  Stanton  under  the  author- 
ity given  by  the  Constitution,  and  tliat  the  same  authority  did  not  preclude  him  from 
reporting,  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  his  reasons  for  the  suspension  to  the  Senate;  that^ 
having  appointed  me  under  the  authority  given  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  under 
any  act  of  Congress,  1  could  not  be  governed  by  the  act.  I  statetl  that  the  law  was 
binding  on  me,  constitutional  or  not,  until  set  aside  by  the  proper  tribunal.  An 
hour  or  more  was  consumed,  each  reiterating  lii^  views  on  this  subject,  until,  getting 
late,  the  President  said  he  would  see  me  again. 

I  did  not  agree  to  call  again  on  Monday,  nor  at  any  other  definite  time,  nor  was  I 
sent  for  by  the  President  until  the  following  Tuesday. 

From  the  iith  to  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  the  14th  instant  a  doubt  never  entered 
my  mind  about  the  President's  fully  understanding  iny  position,  namely,  that  if  the 
Senate  refusetl  to  concur  in  the  susptriisiun  of  Mr.  Stanton  my  powers  as  Secretary 
of  War  ad  interim  w^ould  cease  and  Mr.  Stanton's  right  to  resume  at  once  the  func- 
tions of  his  office  woidd  under  the  law  be  indisputable,  and  I  acted  acconlingly 
With  Mr.  Stanton  I  hi^d  no  comnnmication,  direct  nor  indirect,  on  the  subject  of  his 
reinstatement  during  his  suspension. 

I  knew  it  had  been  recommended  to  the  President  to  send  in  the  name  of  Gov- 
ernor Cox,  of  Ohio,  for  Secretary  of  War,  and  Ihiis  save  all  embarrassment  -a  propo- 
sition that  I  sincerely  hoped  he  would  entertain  favorably;  General  Sherman  seeing 
the  President  at  my  particular  request  to  urge  this  on  the  15th  instant. 

On  Tuesday  (the  day  ^Ir.  Stanton  reentered  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War) 
General  Comstock,  who  had  carried  my  official  letter  announcing  that  with  Mi. 
Stanton's  reiti statement  by  the  Senate  I  had  ceased  to  be  Secretary  of  War  ad 
tnUnm^^wA  who  saw  the  President  open  and  read  the  communication,  brought  back 
to  me  from  the  President  a  measige  that  he  wanted  to  see  me  that  day  at  the  Cabi- 
net meeting,  after  T  hud  tuiJ.^  L-imuTi  tb-  f  if  ^  tb:«t  1  nv  1^  ^\i^  longer  Secrela^^  ^^^  v\"  ir 
ad  interim. 

At  this  meeting,  .nur  o|m mn^j;  U  ;is  iiMinmii  1  %vcn    ;i  rm  inbeT  Of  lIlC  Cabin*  l,  wni  n 

remindctl  of  the  notification  already  given  him  Uiat  I  waii  no  longer  Secretary  t*f 
Wat  iid  tttterim,  the  President  )*^n\\i  a  version  cif  the  co  11  versat ion j»  alluded  to  *Urev'uly. 
In  tills  stntrment  it  was  asserted  that  in  both  conversations  I  had  agreed  to  bc>ld  nfi  to 
tlie  office  (A  Secretary  of  War  until  displnced  by  the  courts,  or  rpsign,so  a 
the  President  where  he  would  have  l>een  had  I  ne\-xrr  accepteil  the  office.  A' 
ing  tlie  PrcMfieni  lhrt>ngh,l  stated  our  ci"»nv^eT«iliou«  *inbHtnntially  a*  given  m  i\\\% 
letter.  I  will  add  that  my  conversjition  befor*^  »ti.  l^.^,n.  f  nnh*  mnvI  i.ax.t  m.^Htr 
not  |>efttdenl  beft.  And  t«  therefore  left  out. 
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I  in  no  wise  atlmitlcil  the  correcLne^^a  of  the  PresideiiL's  statement  of  onr  conversa- 
tions, tliough,  to  soften  the  evident  contrafliction  tny  statement  gave,  I  said  (allud- 
ing to  our  first  conversation  on  the  subject)  the  President  mi^ht  have  understood 
me  the  way  he  said,  namely,  that  I  had  promised  to  resign  if  1  did  not  resist  the 
reinstatement.     I  made  no  such  promise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resj>ectfully,  your  obeiiieiit  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT.  Gent-tal. 

Headquarters  Army  ov  thh  lTNiTiit>  States. 

Janitafy  jo,  /S6S, 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretarj*  of  War  fur  his  information. 

U.  S.  GR.\NT,  Cnn^ral. 

[Indoreemetit  of  llic  President  on  Geneml  Granl'!*  nole  of  Jantiiir>-  24,  IS68.*] 

January  29,  1868. 
As  requested  in  this  communication,  General  Grant  is  instructed  in  writing  not 
to  obey  any  order  from  the  War  Department  assume*!  to  be  issued  by  the  direction  of 
the  President  unless  such  order  is  known  by  the  General  Commanding  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  to  have  been  authorized  by  the  Executive. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Genera!  Grant  io  the  President. 

Headquartbrs  Arm\'  of  the  United  States, 

Washington ,  January  jo^  /868, 
His  Excellency  A.  Johnson, 

Prt'sidtni  of  the  tJnitrd  States. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  return  of  xwy  note  of  the  24th  instant,* 
with  your  indorsement  thereon,  that  I  am  not  to  obey  any  order  from  the  War  De- 
partment assumed  to  be  issued  by  the  direction  of  the  President  unless  such  order 
is  known  by  me  to  have  been  authorized  by  the  t^xectitive,  and  in  reply  thereto  to 
say  that  f  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  lie  has  not  received  from  the 
Executive  any  order  or  instructions  limiting  or  impairing  his  authority  to  issue 
orders  to  the  Army,  as  has  heretofore  been  his  practice  under  the  law  and  the  cus- 
toms of  the  Department,  Wliile  this  authority  to  the  War  Department  is  not  coun- 
termanded it  will  l>e  satisfactory  evidence  to  me  that  any  orders  issued  from  the 
War  Department  by  direction  of  the  I*resident  are  authorized  by  the  Executive. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l>et  very  respectfulh^  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  General 

Headquarters  Army  United  States. 

January  jo,  1S6S, 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  GenemL 

The  President  to  General  Grunt, 

Executive  Mansion,  yiiwiwo'  S^n  /S6S, 
General  V.  S.  Grant, 

ContmandtHjr  United  States  Arfnies. 

GfiNF.RAL:  I  have  received  your  comnnmication  of  the  28th  instant,!  renewing  your 
request  of  the  24th,*  that  I  should  repeat  in  a  written  form  my  verbal  instructions  of 
•Sec  p,  61  J.  fScc  pp.  613-615. 
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the  19th  instant,  viz,  that  you  obey  no  onler  from  the  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  as 
Secretary  of  War  imless  you  have  hiforniiition  that  it  \va.s  issued  b^-  tlic  President's 
directions. 

Ill  submitting  this  request  (with  which  I  coniplieci  on  the  29th  instant*)  you  take 
occasion  to  allude  to  recent  publications  in  reference  to  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  vacation  by  yourself  of  the  office  of  Secretary^  of  War  ad  interim^  and  with 
the  view  of  correcting  statements  which  yon  term  '* gross  misrepresentations**  give 
at  length  your  own  recollection  of  the  facts  umler  which  ^  without  the  sanction  of  Qie 
President,  frotu  wliom  yon  had  received  and  accepted  the  aj>pointment,  you  yielded 
the  Department  of  War  to  the  present  incumbent. 

As  stated  in  your  connnnnication,  soine  time  after  you  had  a.^mned  tlie  duties 
of  Secretary  of  War  ad  ifiiertm  we  interclianged  views  re^specting  the  course  that 
should  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  noncoricnrrence  by  the  Senate  in  the  suspen- 
sion from  office  of  Mr.  Stanton.  I  sought  that  interWew,  calling  myself  at  the  War 
Department.  My  sole  object  in  theti  bringing  the  subject  to  your  attention  w^as  to 
ascertain  definitely  what  would  lie  your  ou-n  action  should  such  an  attempt  be  made 
for  his  restoration  to  tlie  War  De{>artinent.  That  object  w^as  accomplished,  for 
the  interview*  terminated  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  if  uptm  reHection  yoti 
should  prefer  not  to  l>ecome  a  party  to  the  controversy  or  stiould  conclufle  that  it 
would  be  your  duly  to  surrender  the  I>epartmenl  to  Mr.  Stanton  upon  action  in  his 
favor  by  the  Senate  you  were  to  return  the  oflice  to  ine  prior  to  a  decision  by  the 
Senate,  in  order  that  if  I  desired  to  do  so  1  might  designate  someone  to  succeed  you. 
It  must  have  lxx*n  apparent  to  you  that  had  not  this  understanding  been  reached  it 
was  u\\  purpose  to  relieve  you  from  the  further  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of  Secretary 
of  War  ad  ifttinm  and  to  appoint  some  other  person  in  that  capacity. 

Other  conversations  uprju  this  subject  ensued,  all  of  tliem  having  on  my  part  the 
same  object  and  le ailing  to  the  same  conclusion  as  the  first.  It  is  not  necessary*, 
however,  to  refer  to  any  of  them  excepting  that  of  Saturday,  the  nth  instant,  men- 
tioned in  your  communication.  As  it  was  then  known  that  the  Senate  had  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  case  of  Mr.  Stanton,  I  was  anxious  to  learn  your  determination. 
After  a  protracted  interview,  during  which  the  provisions  of  the  tcnure-of-ofhce  bill 
w*ere  freely  discussed^  you  said  tliat^  as  had  been  agreed  upon  in  our  first  confenence, 
you  would  either  return  the  office  to  %i\y  possession  in  time  to  enable  me  to  appoint 
a  successor  before  final  action  by  the  Senate  upon  Mr.  Stanton *s  suspension,  or  would 
remain  as  its  head,  awaiting  a  decision  of  the  question  by  judicial  proceedings.  It 
was  then  understood  that  there  would  be  a  further  conference  on  Monday,  by  which 
time  1  supposed  you  would  be  prepared  to  inform  me  of  your  final  decision.  Vou 
failed,  however,  to  fulfill  the  engagement,  and  on  Tuesday  notified  me  in  w^riting  of 
the  receipt  by  you  of  official  notification  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Stanton,  and  at  the  same  time  informed  me  tJxat  according  to  the  act  regulat- 
ing the  tenure  of  certain  civil  offices  your  functions  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim 
ceased  fronj  the  moment  of  the  receipt  of  the  notice.  You  thus,  in  disregard  of  the 
understanding  between  us,  vacated  the  office  without  having  given  me  notice  of  your 
intention  to  do  so.  It  is  but  jnst/however,  to  say  that  in  your  cotnninnication  you 
claim  that  you  did  inform  me  of  your  purpose,  and  thus  **  fulfilled  the  promise  made 
in  our  last  preceding  conversation  on  this  subject.*'  The  fact  that  such  a  promise 
existed  is  evidence  of  an  arrangement  of  the  kind  I  have  inentioueii.  You  had  found 
in  our  first  conference  *'  that  the  President  was  desirous  of  keeping  Mr.  Stanton  out 
of  office  whether  sustained  in  the  suspension  or  not.'*  You  knew  what  reasons  had 
induced  the  President  to  ask  from  you  a  promise;  you  also  knew  that  in  case  your 
views  of  tluty  did  not  accord  witli  his  own  convictions  it  was  his  purpose  to  fill  your 
place  by  another  appointment.  Even  ignoring  the  existence  of  a  positive  understand- 
ing lietween  us,  these  conclusions  were  plainly  deducible  from  our  various  converosa* 
tioiis.     It  is  certain,  however,  that  even  under  these  circumstances  you  did  not  offer 
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to  retuni  the  place  to  my  possession,  but*  according  to  your  own  stalemeni*  placed 
yourself  in  a  position  whcire,  coi^ld  I  liave  anticipated  your  action,  I  would  !iave  been 
compelled  to  ask  of  you,  as  I  was  compelled  to  ask  of  your  predecessor  in  Uie  War 
Department,  a  letler  of  resignation^  or  else  to  resort  to  the  more  disagreeable  expe- 
d  ent  of  suspending  you  by  a  successor. 

As  stated  in  your  letter,  the  nomination  of  Governor  Cox,  of  Ohio,  for  the  office  of 
Secretar>^  of  War  was  suggested  to  me.  His  appointment  as  Mr.  Stanlon*s  succes- 
sor was  urged  in  yoiu-  name,  and  it  wjis  said  that  his  selection  would  save  further 
embarrassment.  I  did  not  think  that  in  the  selection  of  a  Cabinet  officer  1  should 
be  trammeled  by  such  considerations,  I  was  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
deciding  the  question  in  accordance  with  my  ideas  of  constitutional  duty,  and,  having 
determined  upon  a  course  which  I  deemed  right  and  proper,  was  anxious  to  learn 
the  steps  you  would  take  should  the  possession  of  the  War  Department  be  demanded 
by  Mr.  Stanton.  Had  your  action  been  in  conformity  to  tlje  understanding  between 
us,  I  do  not  l»elieve  that  the  embarrassment  would  have  attained  its  present  propor- 
tions or  that  tlie  prolmbility  of  its  repetition  would  have  Ijeen  so  great. 

I  know  thiit,  with  a  \new^  to  an  early  termination  of  a  state  of  affairs  so  detrimental 
to  tlie  public  interests,  you  voluntarily  offered,  both  on  We<inesilay,  the  15th  instant, 
and  on  the  succeeding  Sunday,  to  call  upon  Mr.  Stanton  and  urge  upon  him  that  the 
good  of  the  serv-ice  required  his  resignation.  I  confess  that  I  considered  your  pro- 
posal as  a  sort  of  reparation  for  the  failure  on  your  part  to  act  in  accordance  wnth 
an  understanding  more  than  once  repeated,  which  I  thought  bad  received  your  full 
a,«isent,  and  under  which  you  could  have  returned  to  me  Uie  office  which  I  had  con* 
ferred  upon  you,  thus  saving  yourself  from  ctnlxirrassment  and  leaving  tlie  respon- 
sibility wdiere  it  properly  Ik: longed— with  the  President,  who  is  accountable  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  law\s. 

I  have  not  yet  been  informed  by  you  whetlier,  as  twice  proposed  by  yourself,  you 
have  callefl  upon  Mr,  Stanton  and  made  an  effort  to  induce  him  voluntarily  to  retire 
frtim  the  War  Department. 

You  conclude  your  connnunication  with  a  reference  to  our  conversation  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Cabinet  held  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant.  In  your  account  of  what 
then  occurred  you  say  that  after  the  President  had  given  his  version  of  our  preWous 
conversations  you  stated  tlieni  substantially  as  given  in  your  letter;  tliat  you  in  no 
wise  admitted  the  correctness  of  his  statement  of  them.  ** though,  to  soften  the  evi- 
dent contradiction  my  statement  gave,  I  said  (alluding  to  our  first  conversation  on  the 
sxibject)  the  President  might  have  understood  me  the  way  he  said,  namely,  tliat  I  had 
promised  to  resign  if  I  did  not  resist  the  reinstatement,     I  made  no  such  promise/' 

My  recollection  of  what  then  transpired  is  diametrically  the  reverse  of  your  narra- 
tion.    In  the  presence  of  the  Cabinet  I  asked  you^ 

First-  If,  in  a  conversation  which  took  place  shortly  after  your  appointment  as 
Secretar>'  of  War  ad  interim^  you  did  not  agree  either  to  remain  at  the  head  of  the 
War  Department  and  abide  any  judicial  proceedings  that  might  follow  ntMiconcur- 
rence  by  the  Senate  in  Mr.  Stanton^s  suspL-nsion,  or,  should  you  wish  not  to  tiecome 
involvetl  in  such  a  controversy,  to  put  nje  in  the  same  position  wnth  respect  to  tlie 
office  as  I  occupied  previous  to  your  apjiointuient,  by  returning  it  to  me  in  time  to 
anticipate  such  action  by  the  Senate.     This  you  admitted. 

Second.  I  then  asked  you  if,  at  our  conference  on  the  preceding  Satiu^lay,  I  had 
not,  to  avoid  misunderstanding,  requested  you  to  state  what  you  intended  to  do,  and, 
fiuther,  if  in  reply  to  that  inquiry  you  had  not  referred  to  our  former  convcrsationa, 
saying  that  from  them  T  understcxwl  yiitir  position,  and  that  your  action  wouh!  be 
consistent  wnth  the  understanding  wdiich  had  \y^vM  reached.  To  these  questions  you 
alsti  replie<l  iti  the  affirmative. 

Third.  I  next  asked  if  at  the  conclusion  of  our  interview  on  Saturday  it  was  nd 
undefstood  that  we  were  to  have  another  coaference  on  Monday  before  final  action 
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by  the  Senate  in  tbe  case  of  Mr.  Stanton.  Yon  replied  that  such  was  tlie 
stiinrHn^,  hut  that  you  did  not  suppose  the  Senate  would  act  so  soon;  that  on  Mim- 
day  you  had  been  engaged  in  a  conference  with  General  Sherman  and  were  occu- 
pied with  "many  little  matters,"  and  asked  if  General  Shernian  had  not  called  on 
that  day.  What  relevancy  General  Sherman's  visit  to  me  on  Monday  had  wiUi  Uie 
purpose  for  which  you  were  then  to  have  called  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive»aii  he 
certainly  did  not  inform  nie  whether  you  had  determined  to  retain  possession  of 
the  office  or  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  to  appoint  a  successor  in  advance  of  any 
attempted  reinstatement  of  Mr.  Stanton. 

This  account  of  what  passed  Vietween  ub  at  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  the  14th  instaiit 
'Widely  differs  from  that  contained  in  your  communication,  for  it  shows  that  instead 
of  having  *'stntetl  our  conversations  ajs  given  in  the  letter*'  wliicli  has  made  this 
reph^  necessary  you  admitted  that  my  recital  of  them  was  entirely  accurate.  Sin* 
cerely  anxious,  however »  to  be  correct  in  my  statements*  I  have  to-day  read  thii 
narration  of  what  occurred  on  the  T4th  instant  to  tlie  members  of  the  Cabinet  wh< 
were  tlieti  presents     They,  without  exception,  agree  in  its  accuracy. 

It  is  only  necessary'  to  add  that  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  15th  instant,  you 
called  on  nie,  in  company  with  Lienteiiant-General  Sherman  After  some  prelimi- 
nary conversation,  you  remarked  that  an  article  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
that  date  did  you  much  injustice.  1  replied  that  1  had  not  read  the  Intelligencer 
of  that  morning.  Vou  then  firs^t  told  me  that  it  was  your  intention  to  urge  Mr. 
Stanton  to  resign  his  office. 

After  you  had  withdrawal  I  carefully  read  the  article  of  which  you  had  spoken, 
and  found  that  its  statements  of  the  understanding  lietween  us  were  substantially 
correct.  On  tlie  17th  I  caused  it  to  be  read  to  four  of  live  five  metnl>ers  of  the  Cabinet 
who  were  present  at  our  conference  on  the  14th,  autl  they  concurrtfd  in  the  general 
accuracy  of  its  slatementii  respecting  our  conver^tion  upon  that  occasion. 

In  reply  to  your  communication,  I  have  deemed  it  proj>erj  in  order  to  prevent 
further  misunderstanding,  to  make  this  simple  recital  of  facts. 

Ver>-  respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON 


General  Grant  to  the  PrcsidenL 

HEADQCAKTER.S  ARMV  OF  THE   UNITKP  STATKS, 

Washington,  D,  C,  FfMruary  /,  /M?. 
His  Excellency  A.  Johnson, 

Ff-tsidrnt  of  thr  United  States. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  tlic 
31st  ultimo,*  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  28th  ultimo,  f  After  a  careful  reading  and  com* 
pirison  of  it  with  the  article  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  I5lh  ultimo  and  tlie 
article  over  the  initials  J.  B.  S.  in  tlie  New  York  World  of  the  27th  uUimo»  purport- 
ing to  be  based  upon  your  statement  and  that  of  the  members  of  your  Dibinet  therein 
named,  I  find  it  to  be  but  a  reiteration,  only  somewhat  more  in  detail,  of  die  *'  many 
and  gmss  misrepresentations**  contained  in  tlicsc  aiticles^  an<l  which  my  statement 
of  the  facts  set  forth  in  my  Jotter  uf  the  3Sth  ultimo  f  was  intended  to  correct;  and  I 
here  reassert  the  correctness  of  my  statements  in  tliat  letter,  anything  in  yours  in 
reply  to  it  to  the  contran,'  notwithstandiug. 

X  confess  my  surprise  thai  the  Cabinet  officers  referreil  to  should  so  greatly  mis- 
apprehend the  facts  in  tlie  matter  cjf  achnissions  alleged  to  have  licen  mode  by  mc 
at  the  Cabinet  meeting  of  tlie  T4th  ultimo  ag  to  «nffcr  thrir  tiame^  to  be  made 
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basis  of  the  charts  in  the  newspaper  article  referrerl  to,  or  a^ec  in  the  accuracy,  as 
you  affirm  they  do,  of  yotir  account  of  what  occurred  at  that  meeting. 

You  know  that  we  parted  on  Saturday,  the  nth  uUimo,  without  any  promise  on 
my  part,  either  express  or  implied,  to  the  effect  that  I  wonld  hold  on  to  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  War  ad  interim  against  the  action  of  tlie  Senate,  or,  declining  to  do  so 
myself,  would  surrender  it  to  you  fjefore  such  action  wa*i  had,  or  that  I  would  see 
you  again  at  any  fixed  time  on  the  suhject. 

The  t>erformance  of  the  promises  alleged  by  you  to  have  been  made  by  me  would 
have  involved  a  resistance  to  law  and  an  incouiiistency  with  the  whole  history' of  my 
connection  with  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Stanton. 

From  our  conversations  and  my  written  protest  of  August  1,  1867,  against  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Stanton,  you  must  have  known  that  my  greatest  objection  to  Iiis  re* 
uioval  or  suspension  was  the  fear  that  someone  would  l>e  appointed  in  his  stead  who 
would,  by  opposition  to  the  laws  relating  to  the  restoration  of  tlie  Southern  States 
to  their  proper  relations  to  the  (rf>veniment,  embarrass  the  Army  in  the  performance 
of  duties  espt^cially  imposed  upon  it  by  these  laws;  and  it  was  to  prevent  such  an 
appointnietit  that  I  accepted  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim ^^xvA  not  for 
tlie  purpose  of  enabling  yon  to  get  rid  of  Mr.  Stanton  by  my  withholding  it  from  him 
in  opposition  to  law,  or,  not  doing  so  myself,  surrendering  it  to  one  who  would,  as 
the  statement  and  assumptions  in  your  communication  plainly  indicate  w^as  sought. 
And  it  was  to  avoid  this  same  danger,  as  well  as  to  relieve  you  from  the  personal 
embarrassment  in  which  Mr.  Stanton's  reinstatement  would  place  yon,  that  1  urged 
the  appointment  of  Governor  Cox,  lielieving  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  you  and 
also  to  Mr,  Stanton,  witisfied  as  I  wfis  that  it  was  llie  good  of  the  country,  and  not 
the  office,  the  latter  desired. 

On  the  15th  ultimo,  in  presence  of  General  Sherman,  \  stated  to  you  that  I  thought 
Mr.  Stanton  would  resign,  but  did  not  say  that  I  would  advise  him  to  do  so.  On  the 
18th  I  did  agree  with  General  Sherman  to  go  and  advise  him  to  that  course,  and  on 
the  19th  I  had  an  interview  alone  with  Mr.  Stanton,  which  led  me  to  the  conclusi<m 
that  any  advice  to  him  of  the  kind  would  be  useless,  and  1  so  informed  General 
Sherman. 

Before  I  consented  to  advise  Mr.  Stanton  to  resign.  I  understood  from  him,  in  a 
conversation  on  the  snliject  innnediately  after  his  reinstatement,  that  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  act  of  Congre.ss  entitled  **An  act  temporarily  to  supply  vacancies 
in  the  Executive  Departments  in  certain  cases,"  approved  February  20,  1863,  w*as 
repealed  by  subsequent  legislation,  which  materially  influenced  my  action.  Previ- 
ous to  this  time  1  ha<fl  had  no  doulit  that  the  law  of  1863  was  still  in  force,  and,  not- 
withstanding my  action,  a  fuller  examination  of  the  law  leaves  a  question  in  my 
mind  whether  it  is  or  is  not  repealed.  This  being  the  case,  I  could  not  now  ad- 
vise his  resignation,  lest  the  same  danger  I  apprehendetl  on  bis  first  removal  might 
follow. 

The  course  you  would  have  it  understood  I  agreed  to  pursue  was  in  violation  of 
law  and  without  orders  from  you,  while  the  course  I  did  pursue,  and  which  I  tiever 
doubted  you  fully  understood,  was  in  accordance  witli  law  and  not  in  disobedience 
of  any  orders  of  my  superior. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  when  my  honor  as  a  soldier  and  integrity  as  a  man  have 
been  so  violently  assailetl,  panlon  me  for  saying  that  I  can  but  regard  this  wliole 
matter,  from  the  Ijeginning  to  tlie  end,  as  an  attempt  to  involve  me  in  the  resistance 
of  law,  for  whicli  you  hesitated  to  assume  the  responsibility  in  orders,  and  thus  to 
destroy  my  character  before  the  countr>%  I  am  in  a  measure  confirmed  in  this  con- 
clusion by  your  recent  orders  directing  me  to  disobey  orders  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  my  superior  and  your  subordinate,  without  having  countermanded  his  authority 
to  issue  the  orders  I  am  to  disobey* 
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With  the  assurance,  Mr.  TYesirlent.  that  nothing  less  than  a  vindication  of  ni^ 
sonal  honor  and  character  conld  have  induced  tliis  correspondence  on  my  parl^ 
I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'^ant, 

U.  S.  GRANT.  €;enn 

Respectfully  fon^'arded  to  the  Secretarj'  of  War  for  his  information^  and  to  be  j 
a  part  of  correspondence  previouHly  furnished  on  same  subject. 

U.  S.  GRANT;  Cvnet 

Washington,  Febmary  ij,  i8& 

To  the  House  of  Represeuiadves  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representativi 
the  19th  of  December  last,  calling  for  correspondence  and  informati< 
relation  to  Russian  America,  1  transmit  reports  and  accompanying  d 
ments  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasi 


respiectively. 


ANDRKW  JOHN; 
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WASHINGTON,  February  rS,  i8i 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
of  January  last.  caUing  for  information  in  regard  to  the  execution  ol 
treaty  of  1858  with  China,  for  tlie  settlement  of  claims,  I  transmit  a  n 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  which  accompany  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSOl 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  ip,  186 
To  the  House  of  Represetttatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Attorney -General,  prepin 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  oi 
26th  Novemljer,  1867,  reqtiesting  a  list  of  all  pardons  **  granted  sinc« 
J 4th  day  of  April,  1865,  to  any  perst>n  or  persons  charged  with  or 
victetl  of  making  or  passing  counterfeit  money,  or  haxing  count! 
money  or  tools  or  instruments  for  making  the  same  in  his  or  their 
session ,  or  charged  with  or  convicted  of  the  crime  of  forgery  or  crin 
alteration  of  papers,  accounts,  or  other  documents,  or  of  the  crime  of 
jury,  and  that  such  hst  be  accompanied  by  a  particular  statement  in 
case  of  the  reasons  or  grounds  of  the  pardon,  with  a  disclosure  c 
names  of  i^jersons,  if  any,  who  recommended  or  advised  the  same," 

ANDREW  JOHNSO; 

Washington,  D.  C,  Febmary  /v,  jS6^ 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Attorney- General »  prepan 

compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  2d  dl 
Decemljer  last»  requesting  *'a  full  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons 
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doned  by  the  President  since  May  i-,  1865,  who  have  been  convicted  of 
counterfeiting  United  States  bonds,  greenbacks,  national-bank  currency, 
fractional  currency,  or  the  coin  of  the  United  States,  with  the  date  of 
issuing  each  pardon,  reasons  for  issuing  it,  and  by  whom  recommended/' 

ANDREW  JOHNvSON. 

Washington,  February  20,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i8th  of  December  last, 
requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  island  of  San  Juati,  on  Puget 
Sound,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
which  accompanied  it.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  20,  1868, 
To  the  Seriate  0/  the  Lhiited  States: 

With  reference  to  the  convention  between  Denmark  and  the  United 
States  concluded  on  the  24th  of  October  last,  I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a 
copy  in  translation  of  a  note  of  the  19th  instant  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tar>'  of  State  by  His  Danish  Majesty's  charg6  d'affaires,  announcing  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  by  the  Government  of  Denmark  and  stating 
his  readiness  to  proceed  with  the  customary  exchange  of  ratifications. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  1868, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Chief  of  the  Engineer 
Corps  of  the  Army,  accompanied  by  a  report,  in  reference  to  ship  canals 
around  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  River,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  18th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  21, 1868, 
To  the  Saiate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  August,  1867,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
vested  in  the  President  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
I  suspended  Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War. 

In  further  exercise  of  the  power  and  authority  so  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent, I  have  this  day  removed  Mr.  Stanton  from  office  and  designated  the 
Adjutant- General  of  the  Army  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

Copies  of  the  communications  upon  this  subject  addressed  to  Mr. 
Stanton  and  the  Adjutant-General  are  herewith  transmitted  for  the 
infonnation  of  the  Senate.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  22,  rStS. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the 
21st  instant,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  Senate  have  receive<i  and  considered  the  communication  of  the  I*rc*- 
ident  stating  that  he  had  removed  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  and  h::d 
designated  the  Adjutant-General  of  Uie  Army  to  act  as  Secretary*  of  War  ad  interim: 
Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  Vntted  States ^  That  imder  the  Const  itnlion  and  Inws 
of  the  United  States  the  President  hasi  no  power  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  W«r  and 
designate  any  other  officer  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office  ad  mtcrihi 

This  resolution  is  confined  to  the  ]>o\verof  the  President  to  reuiovt  iliu 
Secretary  of  War  and  to  designate  another  officer  to  i^erform  the  duties 
of  the  office  ad  interim,  and  by  its  preamble  is  made  expressly  applica* 
ble  to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Stanton  and  tlie  designation  to  act  ad  interim 
of  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.  Without,  therefore,  attempting 
to  discuss  the  general  pwwer  of  removal  as  to  all  officers,  upon  which 
subject  no  expression  of  opinion  is  contained  in  the  resohition.  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  the  question  as  thus  limited — the  |>o\ver  to  remove 
the  Secretary  of  War, 

It  is  declared  in  the  resolntion — 

That  under  tlie  Constitution  and  laws*  of  the  United  States  the  President  has  no 
power  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  War  and  designate  any  other  officer  to  perform  the 
duties  of  that  office  ad  interim. 

As  to  the  question  of  power  under  the  Constitution,  I  iV\  not  profxise 
at  present  to  enter  upon  its  discussion. 

The  uniform  practice  from  the  beginning  of  the  GoveruniLUt,  as  estab- 
lished by  ever>'  President  who  has  exercised  the  office,  and  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  settled  the  question  iu 
favor  of  the  power  of  the  President  to  remove  all  officers  excepting  a 
class  holding  appointments  of  a  judicial  character.  No  practice  nor 
decision  lias  ever  excepted  a  Secretary  of  War  from  tliis  general  power 
the  President  to  make  removals  from  office. 

It  is  only  necessary  %  then,  that  I  should  refer  to  the  power  of  the  Exi 
uttve,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  remove  from  office  a 
retary  of  War.     The  resolution  denies  that  under  these  laws  this  power 
has  any  existence.     In  other  words,  it  affirms  that  im  such  ntnhuritv  is 
recognized  or  given  by  the  statutes  of  the  countr\' 

What,  then,  are  the  laws  of  the  United  States  winch  deny  the  rrc-^i- 
dent  the  power  to  remove  that  officer?  I  know  btit  two  laws  which  l^ar 
upon  this  question.  The  first  in  order  of  time  is  the  act  of  August  7, 
1789,  creating  the  Department  of  War,  which ,  after  providing  for  a  Sec- 
retary as  Its  principal  officer,  proceeds  as  follows: 

SttC  2,  And  t^f  ii  furiher  rnaetfd^  'l*hat  there  jdioll  be  m  thr  mid  rH•pil^tlnl^«t  an 
inferior  officer,  to  be  afipoitiied  Uy  Uic  Mitl  prinei|Ml  officer,  to  lio  tunsiloyed  Uicrcln 
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fts  he  shall  deem  proper,  and  to  l>e  called  the  chief  clerk  iu  the  Department  of  War, 
and  who,  whenever  the  said  principal  officer  shall  be  removed  from  office  by  Ihe 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,  or  in  any  other  case  of  vacancy,  shall  during  such 
vAcancy  liave  the  charge  and  custody  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers  appertaining 
to  the  said  Department 

It  is  clear  that  this  act,  passed  l)y  a  Congress  many  of  whose  members 
participated  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  so  far  from  denying  the 
power  of  the  President  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  War,  recognizes  it  as 
existing  in  the  Executive  alone,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
or  of  any  other  department  of  the  Govemment*  Furthermore,  this  act 
does  not  purport  to  confer  the  powder  by  legislative  authority »  nor  in  fact 
was  there  any  other  existing  legislation  through  which  it  was  bestowed 
upon  the  Executive.  The  recognition  of  the  power  by  this  act  is  there- 
fore complete  as  a  recognition  under  the  Constitution  itself,  for  there  was 
no  other  source  or  authority  from  which  it  could  be  derived. 

The  other  act  wliich  refers  to  this  question  is  that  regulating  the  tentire 
of  certain  civil  offices,  passed  by  Congress  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1867. 
The  first  section  of  that  act  is  in  the  following  words: 

That  every  person  holding  any  civil  office  to  which  be  has  been  appf»inted  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  1k' 
appointed  to  any  such  office,  nnd  shall  become  duly  qualified  tc  act  therein,  !!»  and 
shall  lie  entitled  to  hold  such  office  until  a  successor  shall  have  Ijeen  in  like  manner 
appointed  and  duly  qualified,  except  as  herein  othemise  provided:  Pnn*idcd,  Tluit 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury ^  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Interior,  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  Attorney-General  shall  hold  their  officer,  respectively, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  the  President  by  whom  they  may  have  been  appointee!  and 
for  one  month  thereafter,  subject  to  removal  by  and  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  same  act  restricts  the  term  of  officei=t  to  the 
limit  prescribed  by  the  law  creating  them. 

That  part  of  the  first  section  which  precedes  the  proviso  declares  that 
every  person  holding  a  ci\^il  office  to  which  he  has  tjeen  or  may  lie  ap|K>inted 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  shall  hold  such  ofhce 
until  a  successor  shall  have  been  in  like  manner  appointed.  It  purports 
to  take  from  the  Executive,  during  the  fixed  time  established  for  the 
tenure  of  the  office,  the  independent  power  of  removal,  and  to  reqtiire  for 
such  removal  the  concurrent  action  of  the  President  and  the  Senate, 

The  proviso  that  follows  proceeds  to  fix  the  tenn  of  office  of  the  seven 
heads  of  De|>artments,  whose  tenure  never  had  tieen  defined  l>efore.  by 
prescribing  that  they  **  shall  hold  their  offices,  resjiectively,  for  and  during 
the  term  of  the  President  by  whom  they  may  have  been  appointed  and  for 
one  month  thereafter,  subject  to  removal  by  and  willi  the  adnce  and  coti- 
sent  of  the  Senate/' 

Thus,  as  to  these  enunn-rairn  tumors,  the  ]unvis(i  t.ikcs  frcmi  the  Presi- 
dent tlie  ptiwer  of  removal  except  with  the  adxnc^?  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate,    By  its  terms,  however,  before  he  can  be  deprived  of  the  power  to 
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displace  them  it  must  appear  that  he  himself  has  appointed  them.     It  is 
only  in  tliat  case  that  they  have  any  tenure  of  office  or  any  independent 
right  to  hold  during  the  term  of  the  President  and  for  one  month  after 
the  cessation  of  his  official  functions.     The  proviso,  therefore,  gives  no 
tenure  of  office  to  any  one  of  these  officers  who  has  beeti  appointed  by  a 
former  President  beyond  one  month  after  the  accession  of  his  successor. 
In  the  case  of  Mr.  Stanton,  the  only  appointment  under  which  he  held 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  was  that  conferred  upon  him  by  my  imme- 
diate predecessor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,     He  has 
never  held  from  me  any  appointment  as  the  head  of  the  War  Department. 
Whatever  right  he  had  to  hold  the  office  was  derived  from  that  original 
appointment  and  my  own  sufferance.     The  law  was  not  intended  to  pro- 
tect such  an  incumlx*nt  of  the  War  Department  by  taking  from  the  Presi* 
dent  the  power  to  remove  him.     This,  in  my  judgmeut.  is  perfectly  clear, 
and  the  law  itself  admits  of  no  other  just  construction.     We  find  in  all 
that  portion  of  the  first  section  which  precedes  the  pro\Hso  that  as  to  civil 
officers  generally  the  President  is  deprived  of  the  power  of  removal,  and 
it  is  plain  that  if  there  had  l)een  no  pro\-iso  that  power  would  just  as 
clearly  have  l^een  taken  from  him  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  seven  heads 
of  Departments.     But  for  reasons  which  were  no  doubt  satisfactory  tcfl 
Congress  these  principal  officers  were  specially  provided  for,  and  as  to 
them  the  express  and  only  requirement  is  that  the  President  who  has 
appointed  them  shall  not  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
remove  them  from  office.    The  consequence  is  that  as  to  my  Cabinet,  em- 
bracing the  seven  officers  designated  in  the  first  section,  the  act  takes  from. 
me  the  power,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  to  remove  any  one  o|| 
them  that  I  have  ax>pointed,  but  it  does  not  protect  such  of  them  as  I  didl 
not  appoint,  nor  gi\'e  to  them  any  tenure  of  office  beyond  my  pleasure.     I 
An  examination  of  this  act,  then,  shows  that  while  in  one  part  of  ShA 
section  provision  is  made  for  officers  generally,  in  another  clause  there  is] 
a  class  of  officers,  designated  by  their  official  titles,  who  are  exceptetU 
from  the  general  terras  of  the  law,  and  in  reference  to  whom  a  clear  di&fl 
tiuction  is  made  as  to  the  general  power  of  removal  limited  in  the  first 
clause  of  the  section. 

This  distinction  is  that  as  to  such  of  these  enumerated  officers  as  hola 
under  the  appointment  of  the  President  the  power  of  removal  can  otily 
^e  exercised  by  him  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  while  as  to  those 
Hbho  have  not  been  appointed  by  him  there  is  no  like  denial  of  liis  pou'cr 
to  displace  them.     It  would  l>e  a  violation  of  the  plain  meaning  of  this 
enactment  to  place  Mr,  Stanton  upon  the  same  footing  as  those  heads  of 
Departments  who  have  been  appointed  by  myself.     As  to  him,  this  law 
gives  him  no  tenure  of  office.     The  members  of  my  Cabinet  who  havej 
been  appointed  by  me  are  by  this  act  eniitle<l  to  hold  for  one  mouth  aflerl 
the  term  of  my  office  shall  cease;  but  Mr.  Stanton  could  not,  against  iHe 
wishes  of  my  succcd.sor,  hold  a  moment  thereafter.     If  he  were  permitted 


by  that  successor  to  hold  for  tlie  first  two  weeks,  would  that  successor 
have  no  power  to  remoA-e  him?  But  the  power  of  my  successor  over  him 
could  lie  no  greater  than  my  own.  If  my  successor  would  have  the  ix>wer 
to  remove  Mn  Stanton  after  pennitting  him  to  remain  a  period  of  two 
weeks,  because  he  was  not  appointed  by  him,  but  by  his  predecessor,  I, 
who  have  tolerated  Mr.  Stanton  for  more  than  two  years,  certainly  have 
the  same  right  to  remove  him,  and  upon  the  same  ground,  namely,  that 
he  was  not  appointed  by  me,  but  by  my  predecessor. 

Under  this  construction  of  the  tenure -of -office  act,  I  have  never  doubted 
my  power  to  remove  Mr.  Stanton* 

Whether  the  act  were  constitutional  or  not,  it  was  always  my  opinion 
that  it  did  not  secure  him  from  removal.  I  was,  however,  aware  that 
there  were  doubts  as  to  the  construction  of  the  law,  and  from  the  first  I 
deemed  it  desirable  that  at  the  earhest  possible  moment  those  doubts 
should  be  settled  and  the  true  construction  of  the  act  fixed  l>y  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  My  order  of  suspension  in 
Angnst  last  was  intended  to  place  the  case  in  such  a  position  as  \vould 
make  a  resort  to  a  judicial  decision  both  necessary  and  proper.  My  un- 
derstanding and  wishes,  however,  under  that  order  of  suspension  were 
frustrated,  and  the  late  order  for  Mr,  Stanton's  removal  was  a  further  step 
toward  the  accomplishmetit  of  that  purpose. 

I  repeat  that  my  own  convictions  as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  law 
and  as  to  its  constitutionality  were  w^ell  settled  and  w^ere  sustained  by 
every  member  of  my  Cabinet,  including  Mr.  Stanton  liimself.  Upon  the 
question  of  constitutionality,  each  one  in  turn  deliberately  advised  me 
that  the  tenure-of-office  act  was  unconstitutional.  Upon  the  question 
whether,  as  to  those  memliers  who  were  ap|x>inted  by  my  predecessor,  tliat 
act  took  from  me  the  power  to  remove  them,  one  of  those  memlxTs 
emphatically  stated  in  the  presence  of  the  others  sitting  in  Cabinet  that 
they  did  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  it  was  no  protec- 
tion to  them.  No  one  dissented  from  this  construction,  and  I  understood 
them  all  to  acquiesce  in  its  correctness.  In  a  matter  of  such  grave  con- 
sequence I  was  not  disposed  to  rest  upon  my  own  opinions,  though  forti- 
fied by  my  constitutional  advisers.  I  have  therefore  sought  to  bring 
the  question  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  final  and  authoritativ^e  decision. 

In  resjiect  to  so  nuich  of  the  resolution  as  relates  to  the  designation  of 
an  officer  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  at/  inierim ,  I  have  oul}'  to  say  that  I 
have  exercised  this  power  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the 
act  of  Feliniary  13,  1795*  which,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  vacancies 
caused  by  removals,  I  understand  to  Ije  still  in  force. 

The  legislation  Ujion  the  suliject  of  ad  intcnm  appcjintments  in  the 
Executive  Departments  stands,  as  to  the  War  Office,  as  follows: 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  7th  of  August,  1789,  makes  pro- 
vision for  a  vacancy  in  the  very  case  of  a  removal  of  the  head  of  the  War 
M  F— vol.  VI— 40 
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Department,  and  upon  sucli  a  vacancy  gives  the  charge  and  custody  of 
the  records,  bookSi  and  papers  to  the  chief  clerk.  Next*  by  the  act  of  the 
8th  of  May,  1792,  section  S,  it  is  provided  that  in  case  of  a  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  death,  absence  from  the  seat  of  Government,  or  sickness  of  the 
head  of  the  War  Department  the  President  may  authorize  a  person  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  office  until  a  snccess<jr  is  appointed  or  the  disabihty 
removed.  The  act,  it  will  lie  obserx'ed,  does  not  provide  for  the  case  of  a 
vacancy  caused  by  removal.  Then,  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 13,  T795.  it  is  provided  that  in  case  of  any  vacancy  the  President 
may  appoint  a  ])ersoa  to  perform  the  duties  while  the  vacancy  exists. 

These  acts  are  followed  by  that  of  the  20th  of  February,  1865,  by  the 
first  .section  of  which  provision  is  again  made  for  a  vacancy  caused  by 
death,  resignation,  absence  from  the  seat  of  Government,  or  sickness  of 
the  head  of  any  Executive  Department  of  the  Government,  and  upon  the 
occurrence  of  such  a  vacancy  power  is  given  to  the  President — 

to  authorize  Uie  head  of  any  other  Executive  Deparlmetit,  or  other  officer  in  either^ 
of  said  Departments  whose  appointment  is  vested  in  the  President,  at  bis  discretloD, 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  said  resp>cctive  offices  until  a  successor  be  appointed  or 
until  such  absence  or  inability  by  sickness  shall  cease:  Provided,  That  no  one  vacancy 
shall  1)e  supplied  in  manner  aforesaid  for  a  longer  term  than  sLx  months. 

This  law,  with  some  modifications,  reenacts  the  act  of  1 792 ,  and  provides, 
as  did  that  act,  for  the  sort  of  vacancies  so  to  be  filled;  but,  like  the  act  of 
1792,  it  makes  no  provision  for  a  vacancy  occasioned  hy  removal.  It  has] 
reference  altogether  to  vacancies  arising  from  other  causes. 

According  to  my  construction  of  the  act  of  1863,  w^hile  it  impliedlyj 
repeals  the  act  of  1792  regulating  the  \^cancies  therein  described,  it 
no  tjearing  whatever  npon  so  much  of  the  act  of  1795  as  applies  to 
vacancy  caused  by  removal.     The  act  of  1795  therefore  furnishes  the 
rule  for  a  \^cancy  occasioned  by  removal — one  of  the  vacancies  expressly! 
referred  to  in  the  act  of  the  7th  of  August,  i -SQ^creathig  the  Departmeut| 
of  War,    Certainly  there  is  no  express  repeal  by  the  act  of  1863  of  the 
act  of  1795.     The  repeal,  if  there  is  any,  is  by  imphcation,  and  can  aiil| 
be  admitted  so  far  as  there  is  a  clear  inconsistency  between  the  two  actSvJ 
The  act  of  1795  is  inconsistent  with  that  of  1865  as  to  a  vacancy  c»cca- 
sioned  by  death,  resignation,  absence,  or  sickness,  but  not  at  all  inconsist- 
ent  as  to  a  vacancy  caused  by  removal, 

It  is  assuredly  proper  that  the  President  shotdd  have  the  same  powe 
to  fill  temporarily  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  removal  as  he  has  to  supply  j 
place  made  vacant  by  death  or  the  expiration  of  a  tenn.  If,  for  instance, 
the  incumbent  of  an  office  should  W  found  to  be  wholly  unfit  to  exer- 
cise its  functions,  and  the  public  service  should  require  his  immediate 
e>      *  '  ily  should  exi^^t  and  Ije  at  once  applied »  and  ' 

all  lent  to  select  and  ap|>oint  a  sncccsscjr.  as  is  jx  I 

hitn  in  case  of  a  vacancy  caused  by  death  or  the  tcnuiuatjou  of  an  official 
term. 
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The  necessity,  therefore,  for  an  at/  inierim  appointment  b  just  as 
great,  and,  indeed,  may  be  g:reaterin  cases  of  removal  than  in  any  others. 
Before  it  be  held,  therefore,  that  the  power  given  by  the  act  of  1795  in 
cases  of  removal  is  abrogated  by  succeeding  legislation  an  express  repeal 
ought  to  appear.  So  wholesome  a  power  slumh]  k  riainly  not  l>e  taken 
away  by  loose  implication. 

It  may  be,  lio%v ever,  that  in  this,  as  in  other  cases  of  implied  repeal, 
doubts  may  arise.  It  is  confessedly  one  of  the  most  subtle  and  debat- 
able questions  which  arise  in  the  construction  of  statutes*  If  upon  such 
a  question  I  have  fallen  into  an  erroneous  construction,  I  submit  whether 
it  should  be  characterized  as  a  violation  of  official  duty  and  of  law. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper,  in  vindication  of  the  course  which  1  have  con- 
sidered it  my  duly  to  take,  to  place  Ijefure  the  Senate  the  reasons  ujwti 
which  I  have  based  my  action.  Although  I  have  been  advised  by  every 
member  of  my  Cabinet  that  the  entire  teniire-of -office  act  is  unconstittt- 
tional,  and  therefore  void,  and  althougli  I  have  expressly  concurred  iti 
that  opinion  in  the  veto  message  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  Con- 
gress when  I  returned  the  bill  for  reconsideration,  I  have  refrained  from 
making  a  removal  of  any  officer  contrar>*  to  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
and  have  only  exercised  that  power  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Stanton,  which» 
in  my  judgment,  did  not  come  within  its  provisions.  I  have  endeavored 
to  proceed  with  the  greatest  circums^:>eclion,  and  have  acted  only  in  an 
extreme  and  exceptional  case,  carefully  following  the  course  which  I 
ha\'e  marked  out  for  myself  as  a  general  rule,  faithfully  to  execute  all 
lawSj  though  passed  over  my  objections  on  the  score  of  constitutionality. 
In  the  present  instance  I  have  appealed,  or  sought  to  appeal,  to  that  final 
arbiter  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the  detennination  of  all  such  ques- 
tions. To  this  course  I  have  lK*en  im|)t!lled  by  the?  solemn  obligations 
which  rest  upon  me  to  sustnln  truiolir*-  rlu-  powers  of  the  high  office 
committed  to  ray  hands. 

Whatever  may  be  the  consequences  merely  personal  to  myself,  I  could 
not  allow  them  to  prevail  against  a  public  duty  so  clear  to  my  own  mind, 
and  so  imperative.  If  what  was  |K>ssible  had  been  certain,  if  I  had  been 
fully  advised  when  I  removetl  Mr.  Stanton  that  in  thus  defending  the 
trust  committed  to  my  hands  my  own  removal  was  sure  to  follow,  I  could 
not  have  hesitated*  Actuated  by  public  considerations  of  the  highest 
character,  I  earnestly  protest  against  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  which 
charges  me  in  what  I  have  done  with  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  AXDRKW  JOIIXSON. 


Washinoton,  February  ij,  iSM, 

To  ihc  Sat  ate  oj  tlu  i  inkd  Siaks: 

In  further  answer  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  Anson  Bturlingame  to  a 
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diplomatic  or  other  mission  by  the  Emperor  of  China,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  communication  which  accompanied  it, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

"  WaSHTNOTON.   D.  C,   Frbntfiry  26,  /.T/3.e. 

7b  (he  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  General  Commanding  the  Anny 
of  the  United  States,  prepared  in  compliance  with  the  resohition  of  the 
Senate  of  the  4th  instant ,  requesting  copies  of  all  instructions  relating  to 
the  Third  Military  District  issued  to  General  Pope  and  General  Meade. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

^P  WASHINfiTox,  March   ./.   1S6S. 

To  the  Senate  of  (he  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  lyih  February  ultimo, 
concerning  the  alleged  interference  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Rome 
in  the  late  difficulty  in  Italy;  I  transmit  a  report  from  llie  Secretary  of 
State,  containmg  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution,  ] 

ANDREW  JOHNSON.       I 

f  Washington.  March  5,  1868,      \ 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  report  of  this  date  from  the  Secretary  of  State*  and  the 
accompanying  papers,  in  regard  to  the  revolution  in  the  Dominican 
Republic.  ANDREW  JOHNSON.      I 

H  Washington,  3farfh  5,  f86S.     I 

jh>  the  Sefia/t  <y  //w  United  States:  1 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  of  Febrtiary  last,  1 
in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  one  Allan  Macdona!d  from  Canada,  I  trans-  j 
mit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  the] 
papers  relating  to  that  subject,  ANDKUW  JOHNSON. 

^P  Washington,  March  j,  /S68, 

To  the  House  of  Representati-ors  of  the  United  States:  I 

In  atisvver  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  yih 
of  January  last,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  late  Benjamin  W.  Perkins 
against  the  Russian  Govertunent.  I  tnuismil  a  conuniinication  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  is  accompanied  by  tlie  papers  called  for  by 
the  resolution.  ANDREW  JOHNSOK     i 
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Washington,  March  6^  jS6S. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  accompanyin^^^  re|xirt  ^^  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  answer  to  their  res<^*hitioii  of  the  13th  Jaiiuar>\ 

ANDRKW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  to,  iMc^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Prussia,  in  the  name  of  the  North  Gemiati  Confederation,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  regulating  the  citizenship  of  those  persons  who  emigrate  from  the 
Confederation  to  tliis  country  and  from  the  United  States  to  the  Nortlx 
German  Confederation.  ANDRlvW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  March  11,  /S6S. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  further  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  of 
the  25th  of  November,  1867,  calling  for  infonnation  in  relation  to  the 
trial  and  conviction  of  American  citizens  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
for  the  last  two  years,  I  transmit  a  continuation  of  the  report  from  the 


Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  March  //,  1S6S. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27tli  of  January  last, 
in  relation  to  the  arrest  and  trial  of  the  Rev.  John  McMahon,  Rul>ert  II 
lyynch,  and  John  Warren  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  re- 
questing to  be  informed  what  action  has  been  taken  by  this  Government 
in  maintaining  the  rights  of  American  citizens  abroad,  I  transmit  a  report 
of  the  Secretai^^  of  State,  w^liich  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  papers 


called  for  by  that  resolution. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON, 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  iS,  /MS. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1868,  by  and  between  Nathaniel  G, 
Taylor,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs;  Alexander  C.  Hunt,  governor 
and  ex  officio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  of  Colorado  Territory,  and 
Kit  Carson,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  representatives  of 

•  Rctaiing  to  q  ct^tim,  under  iht  act  of  CoTigrests  of  Aiijjfust  tS.  1856,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
O  jpfunno  on  Altn  Vela,  an  island  in  the?  vidnily  of  Sauto  l>omingo« 
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theTabeguache,  Muache,  Capote,  Weeminuche,Yampa,  Grand  River,  and 
Uintah  bands  of  Ute  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  17th  instant  and  the 
papers  therein  referred  to  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  24, 1868, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention,  signed  on  the  23d  instant,  for  the  surrender  of  crimi- 
nals, between  the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Italy. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  Mareh  24,  1868. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report*  and  accompanying  documents,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i8th  ultimo. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  25,  1868. 
To  the  Hotise  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 

of  the  9th  instant,  the  accompanying  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  25,  1868, 
To  ttie  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  and  accompanying  document,!  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  nth  ultimo. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  25,  1868. 
To  tlie  House  of  Representatives  of  ttie  Uyiited  States: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i8th 
ultimo,  relating  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Cowdin,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  document  §  to  which  it  refers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

*  Relntinfi:  to  unexpended  appropriations  for  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intereoane;  amount 
remaining  on  deposit  with  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.  September  30,  1867,  etc. 

t  Declining  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence,  negotiations,  and  treaties  with  G«muin  States 
since  Januarv'  i,  1868,  relative  to  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens. 

\  Statement  of  amounts  paid  for  legal  ser\-ices  by  the  Department  of  State  daring  each  year  since 
i860,  with  names  of  persons  to  whom  paid. 

\  Report  of  Elliot  C.  Cowdin,  United  States  commissioner  to  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1867,  on  silk 
and  silk  manufactures. 
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Washington,  April  2,  1868, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  further  answer  to  their 
resolution  of  the  9th  ultimo,  the  accompanying  report  *  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  2,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  further  reply  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives on  the  19th  of  December,  1867,  calling  for  correspondence  and 
information  in  relation  to  Russian  America,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  April  j,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  accom- 
panying it,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  loth  of  February  last,  requesting  information  relative  to  the  impris- 
onment and  destruction  of  the  property  of  Antonio  Pelletier  by  the  peo- 
ple and  authorities  of  Hayti. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  April  ij,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  of  February  last, 
calling  for  the  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the  mtu-der  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  island  of  Formosa  of  the  ship's  company  of  the  Ameri- 
can bark  Rover,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  18,  1868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  of  April  instant, 
calling  for  information  relative  to  any  application  by  any  party  for  exclu- 
sive privileges  in  connection  with  hunting,  trading,  and  the  fisheries  in 
Alaska,  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
subject,  with  its  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦  Transmitting  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  convention  of  February  22, 1868,  with  the  North 
German  Confederation,  relative  to  naturalization. 
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Washington,  D.  C.»  JpHi  jj,  /rV^'. 
Ta  the  Senaie  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  \\4th  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Sth  ultimo, 
requesting  information  as  to  the  numWr  and  designations  of  military' 
departments  formed  since  the  ist  day  of  Augnst,  i867»  and  as  to  the 
statute  or  other  authority  tnider  wliich  they  have  l^een  estal>ltshed,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Adjutant-Generars  Office  showing  the  organ- 
ization since  that  date  of  the  Department  of  Alaska  and  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  orders  issued  by  me  upon  this  subject  are  in  accordance  with  long- 
established  usage  and  hitherto  unquestioned  authority.  This  will  be 
readily  seen  from  the  accompanying  report,  which  shows  that,  emplo>'ing 
the  authority  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  President  as  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Army,  it  has  been  customary  for  my  predecessors  to  create 
such  military  divisions  and  departments  as  from  time  to  time  they  deemed 
advisable.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  2j,  1H68, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives:  I 

I  submit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  conceding  the  naturali- 
zation treaty  recently  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  North 
Germany.  ANDREW  JOHNSON.      I 

Washington,  D.  C  May  5.  1S6S, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives:  ' 

I  transmit  to  Congress  the  accompanying  documents,  which  I  deem  it 
proper  to  state  are  all  the  papers'^  that  have  been  submitted  to  tlie  Presi- 
dent relating  to  the  proceedings  to  which  they  refer  in  the  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Arkansas.  ANDREW  JOHNSON.      I 

Washington,  May  6,  iS6,9.     | 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  I 

I  transtnit  to  the  Senate,  in  further  answ^er  to  their  resolution  of  thel 
14th  of  April  last,  the  accompan>dng  reportf  from  the  Secretar>^of  State.] 

ANDREW  JOHNSON.      1 

Washington.  D.  C,  May  s\  1S6S,      I 
To  the  House  of  Represettta  fives:  j 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and ' 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  prepared  in  compliance  witli  a  resolution 

ue«  tn  c.QtiecUou  if^tili  Imniiiis.  tra4lii||,  aodtli% 
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of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  requesting 
information  respecting  the  sale  of  public  vessels  since  the  close  of  the 
rebellion.  No  report  upon  the  subject  has  yet  been  received  from  the 
Department  of  War. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  May  9,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  14th  ultimo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying papers.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  May  9,  1868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Attorney-General,  prepared  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  17th  December  last,  requesting  information  in  reference  to  the 
seizure  and  confiscation  of  property.  No  report  upon  this  subject  has 
yet  been  received  by  me  from  the  War  Department. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

May  II,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  the  accompanying  documents,!  which  embrace 
all  the  papers  that  have  been  submitted  to  me  relating  to  the  proceedings 
to  which  they  refer  in  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Louisiana. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  May  75,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  8th  instant,  a  report  J  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦  Report  of  Freeman  H.  Morse,  United  States  consul  at  London,  on  "  The  Foreign  Maritime  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States:  Its  Past,  Present,  and  Future,"  etc 

t  Constitutions  of  North  Carolina  and  Ix>uisiana. 

tRelatin{(  to  the  detention,  at  the  request  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  ironclad  moni- 
tors Oneoto  and  Catawba,  purchased  from  the  United  States  by  Swift  &  Co..  and  supposed  to  be 
intended  for  the  Government  of  Peru,  then  at  war  with  a  power  friendly  to  the  United  States. 
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Washington,  D.  C.  ,  May  18,  i< 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  the  accompanying  document,*  which 
only  paper  which  has  been  submitted  to  me  relating  to  the  proce^ 
to  which  it  refers  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

ANDREW  JOHNSC 

Washington,  May  23,  n 
To  the  Senate  of  ilie  Chitted  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

accompaniments,  in  relation  to  recent  events  in  the  Empire  of  Japj 

ANDREW  JOHNS( 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  27,  ii 
To  tJie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  the  accompanying  documents,!  which  a 
only  papers  which  have  been  submitted  to  me  relating  to  the  proce< 
to  which  they  refer  in  the  State  of  Florida. 

ANDREW  JOHNSC 

Washington,  May  29,  /<f 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  on  th< 
instant,  making  inquiries  relative  to  a  naval  force  at  Hayti. 

ANDREW  JOHNSC 

Washington,  fwu  2,  il 
To  the  Senate  of  tlie  Ihiited  States: 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  in  confide 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  di< 
recently  received  from  the  acting  consul  of  the  United  States  at  San 
Costa  Rica.  ANDREW  JOHNSC 

Washington,  June  2,  li 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  a  report  fro 
Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  recently  re< 
from  the  acting  United  States  consul  in  charge  of  the  legation  a 
Jose,  Costa  Rica.  ANDREW  JOHNSC 

*  Constitution  of  Geori^a. 

t  I«etter  from  the  president  of  the  oonstitntional  convention  of  Florida,  tranamittiiig  a  oo|i 
constitution  of  that  SUte. 
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Washington, /ww^  5,  186S. 
To  the  House  0/  Represeniathrs: 

In  further  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  25th  of  November,  1867,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  trial 
and  conviction  of  American  citizens  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  the 
last  two  years,  I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Secretar>^  of 


State  upon  the  subject. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington  »/////!  S,  1S6S. 
To  the  Senate  of  ttie  I  'ruled  States: 

In  comphance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Sth  ultimo*  I 
transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Postmaster- General,  with  a 
copy  of  the  correspondence  recently  had  w^ith  the  authorities  of  Great 
Britain  in  relation  to  a  new  postal  treaty, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C/une  /o,  /^6^, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  ist 
instant,  I  transmit  herewith  a  rejx>rt  from  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Interior. 
in  reference  to  a  treaty  now  being  negotiated  l^etween  the  Great  and  Little 
Osage  Indians  and  the  special  Indian  commissioners  acting  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C.,/t4fte  /j,  /S6S. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herew^itli  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  on  the  27tli  ultimo  l)etween  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  tril^e  of  Indians  of 
Kansas,  together  with  a  conmiunication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior suggesting  an  amendment  to  the  fourteenth  article,  and  a  copy  of  the 


report  of  the  commissioners. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  Q.^fune  ij,  186S, 
'To  the  House  of  Represaitafivcs: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  made 
in  reply  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
13th  instant. 

The  treaty  recently  concluded  with  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  Indians, 
to  which  the  accompanying  report  refers,  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  prior 
to  the  receipt  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  upon  the  subject. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 
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Washington,///;/^  /p,  /<5 
To  the.  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  its 
cation,  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  K 
Bavaria,  signed  at  Munich  on  the  26th  ultimo,  concerning  the  citize 
of  persons  emigrating  from  Bavaria  to  the  United  States  and  fro: 
United  States  to  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria.  I  transmit  also  a  copy 
letter  of  the  United  States  minister  communicating  the  treaty,  of  th 
tocol  which  accompanied  it,  and  a  translation  of  the  Bavarian  mi 


law  referred  to  in  the  latter  paper. 


ANDREW  JOHNSC 


Washington,  D.  C.June  20,  i^ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Ignited  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  th« 
a  treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Sumner,  N.  Mex.,  on  the  ist  instant,  be 
Lieutenant-General  W.  T.  Sherman  and  Colonel  Samuel  F.  Tappj 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  l»s 
Indians,  on  the  part  of  the  latter.*  I  also  transmit  a  communication 
the  subject  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the  accompa 

P^P^^*^-  ANDREW  JOHNSC 

Washington, ///«^  22 ^  i^ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
ultimo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  pa] 

ANDREW  JOHNSC 

Washington,///;//*  ^j,  iS 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  r 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  instant,  upon  the  si 
of  Messrs.  Warren  and  Costello,  who  have  been  convicted  and  sent 
to  penal  imprisonment  in  Great  Britain. 

ANDREW  JOHNSC 


Washington, /»«^  23,  z<5 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  the  D 
ment  of  State  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Bangkok,  Siam, 

♦Correspondence  relative  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  27,  1867,  prohibiting  peraoni 
diplomatic  ser\'ice  of  the  United  States  from  wearing  any  uniform  or  official  costume  1 
-Hoi.sly  authorized  by  Congress. 
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December  31,  1867,  with  a  view  to  its  consideration  and  the  ratification 
thereof,  of  the  modification  proposed  by  the  royal  counselors  of  the  King- 
dom of  Siara  in  Article  I  of  the  general  regulations  which  form  a  part 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  that  Kingdom  concluded 
May  29, 1856,  of  which  a  printed  copy  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  June  2g,  r868. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Elsinore,  and  of  an  instruction  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
United  States  minister  at  Copenhagen,  relative  to  an  alleged  practice  of 
the  Danish  authorities  to  banish  convicts  to  this  country.  The  expe- 
diency of  making  it  a  penal  offense  to  bring  such  persons  to  the  United 
States  is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

To  the  House  0/ Representatives:  Washington,  July  2^  1868, 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  2d 
instant,  together  with  accompanying  papers.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  Q.,July  7,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Laramie,  Dakota  Territor>',  on  the  7th  of  May, 
1868,  between  the  United  States  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Crow 
Indians  of  Montana,  and  a  treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Laramie,  Dakota 
Territory,  on  the  loth  of  May,  1868,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  and  Northern  Arapahoe 
tribes  of  Indians. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  suggesting  amendments  to 
said  treaties,  and  the  papers  to  which  he  refers  in  his  communication,  are 
also  herewith  transmitted.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C.,/w/r  7,  1868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  and  concluded  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  on  the  ist  day  of  June, 

♦Petitions of  merchautsand  shipowners  of  New  York  and  Boston  relative  to  the  detention,  at  the 
request  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  ironclad  monitors  Oneoto  and  Catatvba,  purchased 
from  the  United  States  by  Swift  &  Co.,  and  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the  Government  of  Peru, 
then  at  war  with  a  power  friendly  to  the  United  States. 
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1868,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black  Ri^ 
Chippewas  and  the  Munsee  or  Christian  Indians  of  the  State  of  Elans 
Accompanying  the  treaty  is  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interi 
dated  the  30th  ultimo,  together  with  the  papers  therein  designated. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /i//y  p,  t868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratificati< 
additional  articles  to  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  I 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China  of  the  i8th  June,  1858,  signed  in  this  c 
on  the  4th  instant  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Washington, /«/v  /o,  1S6S, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  U fitted  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifi< 

tion,  a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Repi 

lie.  signed  in  this  city  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties  on  the  i 

instant,  providing  for  an  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Unit 

States  on  the  Mexican  Government  and  of  Mexican  citizens  on  the  G< 

ernment  of  the  United  States.  ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  fuly  to,  1868. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Referring  to  my  message  to  the  Senate  of  the  23d  of  May  last,  I  he 
with  transmit  a  fiu*ther  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  acco 
panying  document,  relative  to  late  occurrences  in  Japan. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, ////v  //,  r868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  incl 
ing  a  list  of  the  States  of  the  Union  whose  legislatures  have  ratified  t 
proposed  fourteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  t 
United  States,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  ratification,  as  call 
for  in  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  9th  instant,  together  with  a  co 
of  the  respective  resolutions  of  the  legislatures  of  Ohio  and  New  Jers 
purporting  to  rescind  the  resohitions  of  ratification  of  said  amendmc 
which  had  previously  been  adopted  by  the  legislatures  of  these  two  Stat 
respectively,  or  to  withdraw  their  consent  to  the  same. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington, /w/y  75-,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  hereby  transmit  to  Congress  a  report,  with  the  accompan>nng  papers, 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  compHance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  dip- 
lomatic and  consular  systems  of  the  United  States, "  approved  August  18, 

^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /w/>'  75,  1868, 
To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  herewith  a  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Mr.  Robert  B.  Van  Valkenburgh,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States 
in  Japan.  It  seems  to  show  the  importance  of  an  amendment  of  the  law 
of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the  cooly  trade. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON 


Washington, /w/v  17,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  its  resolution  of  the  9th 
instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  a  copy  of  a 
paper  received  by  him  to-day,  purporting  to  be  a  resolution  ratifying  on 
the  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  known  as  Article  XIV. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  Juty  18,  1868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  compHance  with  its  resolution  of  the  9th 
instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  a  copy  of  a 
paper  received  by  me  on  the  i8th  instant,  purporting  to  be  a  resolution 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, ratifying  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  known  as  Article  XIV.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C.,////v  18,  1868. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Experience  has  fully  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Under  all  circumstances  the  result  of  their  labors 
was  as  near  an  approximation  to  perfection  as  was  compatible  with  the 
fallibility  of  man.     Such  being  the  estimation  in  which  the  Constitution 
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is  and  has  ever  been  held  by  our  countrymen,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
any  proposition  for  its  alteration  or  amendment  should  be  receiv^ed  with 
reluctance  and  distrust.  While  tliis  sentiment  deserv^es  commendation 
and  encouragement  as  a  useful  preventive  of  unnecessary  attempt  to 
change  its  provisions,  it  nuist  be  conceded  that  time  has  developecl  im- 
perfections and  omissions  in  the  Constitution,  the  reformation  of  which 
has  been  demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  the  countr>\  Some  of  these 
have  l^een  remedied  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  Constitution  itself. 
There  are  others  w^liich,  although  heretofore  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  people,  have  never  been  so  presented  as  to  enable  the  popular 
judgment  to  determine  w^hether  they  should  l^e  corrected  by  means  of 
additional  amendments.  My  object  in  this  communication  is  to  suggest 
certain  defects  in  the  Constitution  w4iich  seem  to  me  to  require  correc- 
tion, and  to  reconunend  that  the  judgment  of  the  people  l3e  taken  on  the 
amendments  proposed. 

The  first  of  the  defects  to  which  I  desire  to  direct  attention  is  in  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  provides  for  the  election  of  President  and^H 
Vice-President  through  the  interv^ention  of  electors,  and  not  by  an  imme-^B 
diate  vote  of  the  people.     The  importance  of  so  amending  this  clause  as 
to  secure  to  the  people  the  election  of  President  and  Vice-President  by 
their  direct  votes  was  urged  with  great  earnestness  and  ability  Iw  Presi* 
dent  Jackson  in  his  first  annual  message,  and  the  reconuuendation  was 
repeated  in  five  of  his  subsequent  communications  to  Congress,  extending 
through  the  eight  years  of  his  Administration.     In  his  message  of  1829- 
he  said:  I 

To  the  fjeople  belongs  the  right  of  electing  their  Chief  Majp-strate;  it  was  never 
designed  that  their  choice  should  in  any  caae  be  defeated,  cither  by  the  interventioa 
of  electoral  colleges  or  by  the  agency  confided,  under  certain  contingencies,  to  thd 
House  of  Representatives.  ■ 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  objections  to  an  election  of  Presidentl 
by  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  the  most  important  of  which  m^as  thafl 

the  choice  of  a  clear  majority  of  the  people  might  be  easily  defeated*J 
He  then  closed  the  argument  with  the  following  coinniunication:  ■ 

I  would  therefore  recomtneml  such  an  amendment  of  the  Cotistitnlion  as  may 
reiu<ive  all  intenne<iiate  agency  in  the  election  of  the  PieMclenl  and  Vice-President. 
The  mode  wmy  \y^  .so  rcgulAtetl  as  to  prescr\-e  to  each  Stale  it*,  present  relative  weight 
in  the  election »  and  a  failure  in  the  first  attempt  may  be  pn»vided  for  by  confining  the 
sect>nd  to  a  choice  Ijetween  t!ie  two  highest  candidates.  In  connection  witli  such  au 
amendment  it  woulil  seem  ad\nsable  to  limit  the  dcrvice  of  the  Chief  Magi!»tr^tc  to  a 
single  term  (jf  eitVier  four  or  six  years.  If,  however,  it  shotdd  not  be  adopted,  it  ia« 
worthy  of  consideratiop  wticther  a  provision  dis^pjiiHfytnx  ft>r  offire  the  Repreiienta« 
Uves  in  Congress  on  whom  such  An  election  may  hftt-e  devolved  would  not  be  ptxjper. 

Although  this  recommendation  was  n.-pcated  with  undiminished  cari» 
neslne^H  in  several  of  \x\^  succeeding  messageiv,  yet  the  proposed  amend^ 
uient  was  never  adopted  and  submitted  to  the  people  by  Congress,     The 
i^g(v^,,r  .  .i.r^.t    ,k  *\  ., j.^     1.,:,.    ...    ...    i..,.:„..  u..  *iv^  H- 't-     f  J 
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Represeuta lives  remains  iiuprovitled  for  in  the  Constitution,  and  would 
be  greatly  increased  if  the  House  of  Representatives  shoidd  assume  the 
l^ower  arbitrarily  to  reject  the  votes  of  a  State  which  might  not  he  cast 
ill  confonnity  with  the  wishes  of  the  majority  in  that  Ixxly. 

Hut  if  President  Jackson  failed  to  secure  the  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution which  he  urged  so  persistently,  his  arguments  contributed  largely 
to  tile  fonnation  of  party  organization's,  which  have  effectually  avoided 
the  contingency  of  an  election  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  These 
organizations,  first  by  a  re^iort  to  the  caucus  system  of  nominating  can- 
didates, and  afterwards  to  State  and  national  couveutious,  have  l>een 
successful  in  scj  limiting  the  number  of  candidates  as  to  escape  the  danger 
of  an  election  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  in  thus  limiting  the  number  of  candidates  the 
true  object  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  have  been  evaded  and  defeated. 
It  is  an  essential  feature  in  our  republican  system  of  go\'ernment  that 
ever\'  citizen  possessing  the  constitutional  fioalifications  has  a  right  to 
become  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  President  and  Vice-President,  and 
that  every  qualified  elector  has  a  right  to  cast  his  vote  for  any  citizen 
whom  he  nray  regard  as  worthy  of  these  offices.  But  under  the  party 
organizations  which  have  prevailed  for  ^ears  these  asserted  rights  of  the 
people  have  l^en  as  effectually  cut  off  and  destroyed  as  if  the  Constitution 
itself  had  inhibited  their  exercise. 

The  danger  of  a  defeat  of  the  popular  choice  in  an  election  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  uo  greater  than  in  an  election  made  nomi- 
nally b\'  the  people  themseh'es,  when  by  the  laws  of  party  organizations 
and  by  the  constitutional  provisions  retpuring  the  people  to  vote  for  elect- 
ors instead  of  for  the  President  or  Vice-President  it  is  made  impracticable 
for  any  citizen  to  l)e  a  candidate  except  through  the  process  of  a  party 
nomination,  and  for  any  voter  to  cast  his  suffrage  for  any  other  person 
than  one  thus  brought  forward  through  the  manipulations  of  a  nominat- 
ing conventio!!.  It  is  thus  apparent  that  by  means  of  party  organizations 
that  pRa'isit)n  of  the  Constitution  which  requires  tlie  election  of  President 
and  Vice-President  to  Ik*  made  through  the  electoral  colleges  has  been 
made  instrumental  and  potential  in  defeating  the  great  object  of  coirf er- 
ring the  choice  of  these  ofhcers  ui>on  the  |>eople.  It  may  Ije  conceded 
that  party  organizations  are  inseparable  from  republican  government,  and 
that  when  formed  and  managed  in  sulx)rdination  to  the  Constitution  they 
may  Ije  valuable  safeguards  of  p<jpular  lil>erty;  but  when  they  are  per- 
verted to  purposes  of  bad  ambition  they  are  Uable  to  become  the  dangerous 
instruments  of  overthrowing  the  Constitution  itself.  Strongly  impressed 
with  the  truth  of  these  views,  I  feel  called  nj:>on  by  an  inq>erative  sense 
of  duty  to  revive  sul>stantially  the  recommendation  so  often  and  so  ear- 
nestly made  by  President  Jackson,  and  to  urge  that  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  herewith  presented,  or  some  similar  pro|XJ8ition,  may  1)e  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  for  their  ratification  or  rejection, 
M  I'—voi,  VI— 41 
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Recent  events  have  shown  the  necessity  of  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution distinctly  defining  the  persons  who  shall  discharge  the  duties  of 
President  of  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  that  office  by 
the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  both  the  President  and  Vice-Presi* 
dent.  It  is  clear  that  this  should  be  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  and  not 
be  left  to  repealable  enactments  of  doubtful  constitutionality.  It  occurs 
to  me  that  in  the  event  of  a  vacanc^^  in  the  office  of  President  by  the  death, 
resignation,  disability »  or  removal  of  both  the  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent the  duties  of  the  office  should  devolve  upon  an  officer  of  the  executi\^ 
department  of  the  Government,  rather  than  one  connected  with  the  legis- 
lative or  judicial  departments.  The  objections  to  designating  eitlier  the 
President /n?  tempore  of  the  Senate  or  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  especially  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  produced  by  removal,  are  so 
obvious  and  so  unanswerable  that  they  need  not  be  stated  in  detail.  It  is 
enough  to  state  that  they  are  both  interested  in  producing  a  vacancy,  and, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  are  members  of  the  tri* 
bunal  by  whose  decree  a  \^cancy  may  be  produced. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  impropriety  of  designating  eitber  of  these 
officers  to  succeed  the  Presidt^nt  so  removed  is  palpable.  The  framersof 
the  Constitution ,  when  they  referred  to  Congress  the  settlement  of  the 
succession  to  the  office  of  President  iti  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  offices 
of  both  President  and  Vice-President,  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  contemplate 
the  designation  of  any  other  than  an  officer  of  the  executive  department, 
on  whom,  in  such  a  contingency,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  President 
should  devolve.  Until  recently  the  contingency  has  been  remote,  and 
serious  attention  has  not  been  called  to  the  manifest  incongmity  between 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  on  this  subject  and  the  act  of  Congress 
of  1792.  Having,  however,  l)een  brought  almost  face  to  face  with  this 
important  question,  it  seems  an  eminently  proper  time  for  us  to  make  the! 
legislation  conform  to  the  language,  intent,  and  theory  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  thus  place  the  executive  department  beyond  the  reach  of  usur- 
pation, and  remove  from  the  legislative  and  judicial  departments  every 
temptation  to  combine  for  the  absorption  of  all  the  powers  of  government. 

It  has  occmred  to  me  that  in  the  event  of  such  a  vacancy  the  duties  of 
President  would  devolve  most  appropriately  upon  some  one  of  the  heads 
of  the  several  Executive  Departments,  and  under  this  conviction  I  pre- 
sent for  your  consideration  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  on  this 
subject,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  submitted  to  the  people  for 
their  action. 

Experience  seems  to  have  estabUshed  the  necessity  of  an  amendment 
of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  pro\ides  for  the  election  of  Sen- 
ators to  Congress  by  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States.  It  would  lje 
more  consistent  with  the  genius  of  our  form  of  government  if  the  Senalimi 
were  chosen  directly  by  the  people  of  the  several  States.  The  objections 
to  the  election  of  Senators  liy  the  legislatures  are  so  paljiablc  that  I  dean 
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it  uniiecessan'  to  do  more  than  siil>init  the  proposition  for  svich  an  amend- 
ment,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  opened  to  the  people  for  their 
judgment. 

It  is  strongly  impressed  on  niy  mind  that  the  tenure  of  office  by  the 
judiciary  of  the  United  States  daring  gtxxl  l>ehavior  for  life  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  spirit  of  republican  government,  and  in  this  opinion  I  am 
fully  sustained  by  the  evidence  of  fxjpnlar  judgment  upon  this  subject  in 
the  different  vStates  of  the  Union. 

I  therefore  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  an  anieudment  to  the  Con- 
stittition  by  which  the  terms  of  the  judicial  officers  would  l>e  limited  to  a 
period  of  years,  and  I  herewith  present  it  in  the  hope  that  Congress  will 
submit  it  to  the  people  for  their  decision. 

The  foregoing  views  have  long  been  entertained  by  me.  In  1845,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  afterwards,  in  i86o;  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  I  submitted  substantially  the  same  propositions  as  tliose  to 
which  the  attention  of  Congress  is  herein  invited.  Time,  observation, 
and  exj^erience  have  confiniied  these  convictions;  and,  as  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic duty  and  a  deep  sense  of  my  constitutional  obhgation  "to  reconunend 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  such  measures  as  I  deem  necessary  and 
exi>edient/*  I  submit  the  accompanying  pro|x>sitions,  and  urge  their  adop- 
tion and  submission  to  the  jtidgnieut  of  tlie  people. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

JtiINT  RESOLl/TION  pFOposin><;  amcodmculfi  to  the  Constitution  ol  the  t- nited  Statej*. 

Whereas  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  for 
ainendtiients  thereto  in  the  maniitfr  following,  viz: 

*'The  Congress*  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  it  necessary^  shall 
propose  amendments  to  this  Constitmion,  or,  on  the  apphcalion  of  the  legi'^latiires 
of  two-thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amend- 
nitfnLs, which  in  eitlier  case  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  p^^posc^s  as  part  of  this 
Cotistitniion  when  ratifie<l  by  the  legislatures  of  three-foiu-ths  of  the  several  States 
or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths  thereof,  as  tlie  one  or  the  otlier  moflc  of  ratifica- 
tion may  T)c  proposed  !)y  the  Congress:  Prtividt'd^  That  no  atneii<lnient  which  may 
be  made  prior  to  the  year  1808  shall  in  any  manner  alTtcL  the  first  and  fourth  clauses 
in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  and  thai  no  State,  without  its  consent,  shall  be 
deprivetl  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate:'* 

Therefore* 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Repfrsentatives  of  the  United  States 
of  Amtfii'a  in  Cimirrcss  assemhied  {/wo-t/firds  0/  both  Mouses  amatrrin^).  That 
the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  Ije  proposed 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which,  w^hen  ratified  by  the  legislatnres  of 
three-fourtlis  of  the  States,  shall  l^e  vaHd  to  all  intents  and  puq>oses  as  part  of  the 
Constitution: 

'*That  hereafter  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
chosen  for  the  tenn  of  six  years,  by  tlie  people  of  the  respective  States,  in  the  mantier 
following:  Each  State  shall  lie  divided  by  the  legislature  thereof  in  districts,  equal 
in  number  to  the  whole  nunit>er  of  Senators  and  Representatives  lo  whicli  such  State 
may  be  entitled  in  the  Congress  of  the  Ihiitcil  Stales;  the  said  districts  lo  lie  com- 
posed of  contiguous  territory,  and  to  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  t>e,  an  equal  number 
of  persons  entitled  to  be  represented  under  tlie  Constitntion,  and  to  be  laid  oflf  for 
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the  first  time  inimediatcl y  after  tlie  ratification  of  this  awieiiduicnt:  that  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  Auj^ist  in  the  year  iS — ,  and  on  the  same  day  every  sixth  year  there- 
after, the  citizens  of  each  State  who  possess  the  quaHfications  requisite  fur  electors 
of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  leg^islaturcs  shall  meet  within  their  respec- 
tive (listricLs  and  vote  for  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  t^niled  Slates;  and 
the  person  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Presi  lent  and  the  one  receiv- 
ing the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Vice-President  in  each  district  shall  tie  holdeu  to 
have  received  one  vote»  which  fact  shall  be  immediately  certified  hy  tlie  governor  of 
tlie  State  to  each  of  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  such  State  and  to  the  Presiilcut 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  in  session  on  the  second  Monday  in  October  in  tlie  year  iH— , 
and  on  tlie  same  day  in  everj^  sixth  year  thereafter;  ami  the  President  of  the  Seimtc, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  shall  open  nil  the  cer- 
tificates, and  the  votes  shall  then  l>e  counteiL  The  person  having  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  for  President  shall  \»t  President,  if  such  number  be  equal  to  a  majority 
of  the  whole  numl>er  of  votes  given;  but  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  a  second 
election  shall  l>e  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in  the  month  of  r>eceml>er  then  next  en- 
suing betwetfn  tlie  persons  having  the  two  highest  numbers  for  the  oflSee  of  President, 
which  seconil  election  shall  be  conducted,  the  result  certiiie^i^  and  the  votes  counted 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  firsthand  the  jx'rson  having  the  greatest  nnnd»er  of 
votes  for  President  shall  be  President.  But  if  two  or  more  perscjus  shall  have  received 
the  greatest  and  an  equal  nund>cr  of  votes  at  the  second  election,  then  the  perst^n  who 
shall  have  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  in  the  greatest  numl>er  of  States 
shall  be  l*resident.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  first  election  shall  t)e  Vice-President,  if  such  number  be  equal  to  a  majority 
of  the  wdiole  number  of  votes  given;  and  if  no  i>erson  have  such  majority,  then  a  sec* 
ond  election  shall  take  place  betw^een  the  persons  having  the  two  highest  numbers 
on  the  same  day  that  the  second  election  is  held  for  President,  and  the  person  having 
the  highest  number  of  the  votes  for  Vice-President  shall  be  Vice-President.  Rut  if 
there  should  happen  to  lie  an  equality  of  voles  between  the  persons  so  voted  for  at  the 
seconrl  election,  then  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  \'otes  in  the  greatest 
number  of  States  shall  be  \'ice- President.  But  w^heii  a  second  election  shall  be  neces- 
sary in  the  case  of  Vice-President  and  not  necessary  in  the  case  of  President,  tlien 
the  Senate  shall  ch<x»se  a  Vice-President  from  the  p>crsoiis  having  the  two  highest 
num tiers  in  the  first  election ,  as  now  prescribed  in  the  Constitution:  Provided ^  lliat 
after  the  ratification  of  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution  the  President  and  Vice^ 
President  shall  hold  their  olfices,  respectively,  for  the  lenn  of  iiix  years,  and  thai 
no  President  or  Vice-President  shall  be  eligible  for  reelection  to  a  second  tenn,'* 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  Article  H,  section  I.  pitragraph  6,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  t'nileil  States  shall  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

**In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from  office,  or  c»f  his  death,  resignation, 
or  inabiUty  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve 
on  tlie  Vice-President;  and  in  tlic  case  of  the  removal,  deatli,  resignation,  or  ina- 
bility both  of  the  President  and  Vice-President,  the  powers  and  duties  of  said  offioe 
shall  devolve  on  tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  the  time  licing,  and  after  ijiis  officer, 
in  case  of  vacancy  in  that  or  otlier  Department,  and  in  the  order  in  which  Uiey  are 
named,  on  the  Secretary'  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  Secrctitry 
of  the  Navy,  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Inieni>r,  on  the  Poslm>isler-Cretieral,  and  mu  the 
Atlomey-Ccnenil;  and  such  officer,  on  wdiom  the  powers  iind  duties  tif  Prv-sidcnt 
shall  devolve  in  Acconlance  with  the  foregoing  pri>vision><.  shat!  then  act  *is  Presi- 
dent until  the  disahUtty  shall  be  removed  or  0  President  shall  be clecle<i,aji  is  \n  vasif 
W  prtividcd  for  by  law." 

Skc-  3-  And  he  H  further  resolt*ed.  That  Artick  I,  aection  3,  lit*  aniendiij  by  atrik' 
ing  out  tlie  word  '*lcgittlalurr/*  and  inserting  hi  hc«  thereof  th<^  following 
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\\z:  *•  Persont;  qualifii-d  to  vole  for  members  of  Uic  must  numcrouii  branch  t)f  tlif  leg- 
islaturL%*'  so  as  to  make  the  third  section  of  sai*l  article,  when  ratified  by  three* 
fourths  of  the  States,  read  as  follows,  to  \v\i: 

■*The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  cotiiposefl  of  two  Senators  from  eacli 
State,  thosen  by  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  niemljers  of  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  legislature  thereof,  for  h»x  ycar.s,  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  vote," 

Shc,  4.  And  fn-  it  further  resoivt'd.  That  Article  \l\,  section  i,  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  *•  ^ood  behavior,"  and  insertiiig  the  followinj^  words,  viif :  "  the 
tenn  of  twelve  years/'  And  furtlier,  that  said  artich'*  and  section  be  amended  by 
addijiff  the  followinj;^  thereto,  viz:  **  And  it  sliall  l>e  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the 
Ihiitefl  States,  within  twelve  months  after  the  ratificatiou  of  tliis  amendment  by  tliree- 
fonrths  of  all  the  States,  as  provided  by  the  Constitntion  of  the  t*nited  States,  to 
divitle  the  whole  number  of  jud><es,  as  near  as  may  bt*  practicable,  into  three  classes. 
The  seats  of  the  judges  of  the  first  class  sliall  be  vacatetl  at  tlie  expiration  of  the 
fourth  year  from  such  classification,  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  eighth 
year,  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  twelfth  year,  so  that  one-third 
may  be  chosen  every  fourth  year  tliereafter/" 

The  article  as  amended  will  read  as  follows : 

Articlk  IIL 

Sec.  k  The  judicial  power  of  the  tlidted  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme 
Court  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Con)^ess  from  time  to  time  may  ordain  ami 
establish.  The  judjjes,  Ixith  of  the  Supreme  and  inferior  courts*  shall  hold  their 
offices  ihtring  the  tcnu  of  twelve  years,  and  shall  at  stated  times  receive  for  their 
services  a  compensation  which  shall  not  be  diminished  durinj^;  their  continuance  in 
office;  and  it  shall  lie  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Tnited  States,  within  twelve 
months  after  the  ratification  of  this  amendment  by  three- fourths  of  all  the  States,  as 
provided  by  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  to  divide  the  wiiole  number  of 
judges,  as  near  as  nia^^  be  practicable,  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  judges 
of  the  first  class  shall  b2  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year  from  sucli  clas- 
sification j  of  the  second  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  eighth  year;  and  of  the  third 
class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  twelfth  year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every 
fourtli  year  thereafter. 


Washington,  D.  C.,////r  iS,  uUS. 
Ti^  the  If&nsc  of  Representatives: 

In  coiiipHaiice  with  the  resolutioti  adopted  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives on  the  13th  instant,  requesting  **  copies  of  all  instructions,  records, 
and  corresptjndence  connected  with  the  comniissiou  authorized  to  nego- 
tiate the  late  treaty  with  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  Indians,  and  copies 
of  all  propositions  made  to  said  commission  from  railroad  corporations  or 
by  individuals,"  I  transmit  the  accompanying  communications  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  together  with  the  papers  to  which  they  have 
reference,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, ////i'  20,  rS6S, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  its  resolution  of  the  9th 
instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  comnuinicating  a  copy  of  a 
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paper  received  by  me  this  day,  purporting  to  be  a  resolution  of  the  sen- 
ate and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ratifying  the 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  known  as 
Article  XIV.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington^  y^/v  -?/,  iS63. 

To  ike  Satafe  of  (he  Unikd  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inclosinj?  a 
report  of  a  board  of  naval  officers  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  19,  1868,  to  select  suitable  locations  for  powder 
magaznies,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  July  2^,  1S6S. 
To  ike  Hatae  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representati\'es,  in  answer  to  their  resolu* 
tion  of  the  24th  instant,  the  accompanying  rejx^rt*  from  the  Secretary  of 

^^^^*^*  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


VETO  MESvSAGEvS. 

Washington,  D,  C  March  2%,  1868, 
To  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  considered,  with  such  care  as  the  pressure  of  other  duties  has 
permitted,  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to 
amend  the  judiciary  act,  passed  the  24tli  of  September,  1789,*  "  Not 
Ijeiug  able  to  approve  all  of  its  provisions,  I  herewith  return  it  to  the 
Senate,  in  which  House  it  originated,  with  a  brief  statement  of  my  ob- 
jections, ^ 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  meets  my  approbation,  as,  for  the  purpo$e^^H 
of  protecting  the  rights  of  property  from  the  erroneous  decision  of  iufe- 
rior  judicial  tribunals,  it  provides  means  for  obtaining  uiiiforniity,  by 
api>eal  to  the  vSupreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  which  have 
now  become  very  numerous  and  of  much  public  interest,  and  in  which 
such  remedy  is  not  now  allowed.  The  second  section,  however,  takes 
away  the  right  of  appeal  to  that  court  in  cases  which  involve  the  life 
and  lilierty  of  the  citizen,  and  leaves  them  exposed  to  the  judgment  of 
numerous  inferior  tribunals.    It  is  apparent  that  the  two  sections  were 

^RelaUtig  to  absence  from  his  ixi^t  of  tlicf  consul  at  Pauama. 
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conceived  in  a  very  different  spirit,  and  1  regret  that  my  objections  to  <:»iie 
iniimse  iipni  nie  the  necessity  of  withholding  my  sanction  from  the  other, 

I  can  not  give  my  assent  to  a  measure  which  proposes  to  deprive  any 
person  *' restrained  of  his  or  her  liberty  iti  violation  of  the  Constitution 
or  of  any  treaty  or  law  of  the  United  States'*  from  the  right  of  app^^al 
to  the  highest  judicial  authority  known  to  our  Government.  To  '^secure 
the  blessings  of  lilx^rty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity**  is  one  of  the 
declared  objects  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  To  assure  these,  guaran- 
ties are  provided  in  the  same  instrument,  as  well  against  '*  unreasoiiable 
searches  and  seizures"  as  against  the  suspensions  of  *'the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ^  :^c  *  ^t:  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. ' '  It  was  doubtless  to  afford  the 
people  the  means  of  protecting  and  enforcing  these  inestimable  privileges 
that  the  jurisdiction  which  this  bill  proposes  to  take  away  was  conferred 
upon  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  nation.  The  act  conferring  that  jtiris- 
diction  was  approved  on  the  5th  day  of  February,  1867, with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  motix^es  that  prompted  its  passage,  and  liecause  it  was  l>elieved 
to  be  necessar>^  and  right.  Nothing  has  since  occurred  to  disprove  the 
wisdom  and  justness  of  the  measures,  and  to  mothfy  it  as  now  proposed 
would  l>e  to  lessen  the  protection  of  the  citizen  from  the  exercise  of  arln- 
trary  power  and  to  weaken  the  safeguards  of  life  and  liberty,  %vhich  can 
never  be  made  too  secure  against  illegal  encroachments. 

The  bill  not  only  prohibits  the  adjudication  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
cases  in  which  appeals  may  hereafter  Ije  taken »  but  interdicts  its  jurisdic- 
tion on  api^als  which  have  already  been  made  to  that  high  judicial  body. 
If,  therefore,  it  should  become  a  law,  it  will  by  its  retroactive  ojjeration 
wrest  from  the  citizen  a  remedy  which  he  enjoyed  at  the  time  of  his 
appeal.  It  w^ill  thus  operate  most  harshly  upon  those  who  believe  that 
justice  has  been  denied  them  in  the  infc^rior  courts. 

The  legislation  proposed  in  the  second  section,  it  seems  to  me,  is  not  in 
harmony  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  Constitution,  It  can  not 
fail  to  affect  most  injuriously  the  just  equipoise  of  our  system  of  Govern- 
ment, for  it  establishes  a  precedent  which,  if  followed,  may  eventually 
sweep  away  every  check  on  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  legislation. 
Thus  far  during  the  existence  of  the  Government  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  has  been  \aewed  by  t!ie  people  as  the  true  expotmder 
of  their  Constitution,  and  in  the  most  violent  party  conflicts  its  judg- 
ments and  decrees  have  alwa\'s  been  sought  and  deferred  to  with  confi- 
dence and  respect.  In  public  estimation  it  combines  judicial  wisdom 
and  impartiality  in  a  greater  degree  than  any  otlier  authority  known  to 
the  Constitutioir,  and  any  act  which  tnay  be  construed  into  or  mistaken 
for  an  attempt  to  prevent  or  evade  its  decision  on  a  question  which 
affects  the  liberty  of  the  citizens  and  agitates  the  countr>'  can  not  fail  to 
Ix*  attended  with  unpropitions  consequences.  It  will  Ixr  justly  held  by  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  as  an  admission  of  the  unconstitutionality  of 
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the  act  on  which  its  judg^iiient  may  l)e  forbiddL-u  or  forestalled*  and  may 
interfere  with  that  wihing  acquiescence  in  \is  provisions  which  is  neces- 
sary for  the  harmonious  and  efficient  execution  of  any  law. 

For  these  reasons,  thus  briefly  and  imperfectly  stated,  and  for  others, 
of  which  want  of  time  forbids  the  enumeration,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
withhold  my  assent  from  this  bill,  and  to  retxirn  it  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  Congress.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington.  D.  C,  fune  20,  r86S, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  return  without  my  signature  a  Itill  entitled  *  'An  act  to  admit  the  State 
of  Arkansas  to  representation  in  Couj^ress/' 

The  appro\^al  of  this  hill  would  be  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive  that  the  "Act  for  the  more  efficient  g:overnment  of  the  rebel 
States,"  passed  March  2,  1867,  and  the  acts  supplementary  lln^reto  were 
proper  and  constitutionaL  My  opinion,  however,  in  reference  to  those 
measures  has  undergone  no  change,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been 
strengthened  by  the  results  which  have  attended  their  execution.  Even 
were  tliis  not  the  case,  I  could  not  consent  to  a  bill  which  is  based  upon 
the  assumption  either  that  by  an  act  of  rebellion  of  a  |>ortion  of  its  peo- 
ple the  State  of  Arkansas  seceded  from  the  Union,  or  that  Congress 
may  at  its  pleastire  expel  or  exclude  a  State  from  the  Union,  or  inter- 
rupt its  relations  witli  the  Government  by  arbitrarily  depriving  it  of 
representation  ui  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  If  Arkansas 
is  a  State  not  in  the  Union,  this  bill  does  not  admit  it  as  a  State  into  the 
Union.  If»  on  the  other  hand,  Arkansas  is  a  State  in  the  Union,  no  leg- 
islation is  necessary  to  declare  it  entitled  **to  representation  in  Congress 
as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union."  The  Constitution  already  declares 
that  "each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Representative;"  that  the  Sen- 
ate "shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State/*  and  '*that  no 
State,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the 
vSenate/' 

That  instrument  also  makes  each  House  "  the  judge  of  the  elections, 
returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members."  and  therefore  all  that 
is  now  necessary  to  restore  Arkansas  in  all  its  constitutional  relations 
to  the  Government  is  a  decision  by  each  House  upon  the  eligibility  of 
those  who,  presenting  their  credentials,  claim  seats  in  the  respective 
Houses  of  Congress.  This  is  the  plain  and  simple  plan  of  the  Consti- 
tution; and  believing  that  had  it  been  pursued  when  Congress  assem- 
bled in  tlitf  mouth  of  December,  1865,  the  restoration  of  the  States  would 
long  since  liave  l>een  completed,  I  once  again  earnestly  recommend  that 
It  l>e  adopted  by  each  House  in  ]>reference  to  legislation,  which  I  respect- 
fully submit  is  not  only  of  at  least  doubtful  constitutionality,  and  there- 
fore unwise  and  dangerous  as  a  precedent,  but  is  unnecessan.",  not  so 
effective  in  its  operation  as  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution, 
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involves  additional  delay,  and  from  its  terms  may  be  taken  rather  as 
applicable  to  a  Territory  alx)Ut  to  be  admitted  as  one  of  the  United  vStates 
than  to  a  Stale  which  has  occupied  a  place  in  I  lie  I'nion  for  njnvard  of  a 
cjiiarter  of  a  century. 

The  bill  declares  the  State  of  Arkansas  entitled  and  admitted  to  repre- 
sentation in  Congress  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  I'uion  upon  the  follow- 
ing fundamental  condition: 

Thflt  the  constitution  of  Arkansas  shall  never  be  so  anientlef!  or  t'lian^cd  as  to 
deprive  any  cHizcn  or  class  of  citizens  of  the  l*nite<l  Statei*  of  the  riglit  to  vote  who 
are  entilleri  to  vote  V)y  the  eonstitntion  herein  recognized,  except  as  a  puiiishnient 
for  such  crimes  as  are  now  felonies  at  comtnon  law,  whereof  they  shall  have  been 
dnly  con\icled  nnder  laws  eqnaUy  applicable  to  all  the  nihabitants  of  said  State: 
Protnded^  That  any  alteration  of  sai<l  con^stitution,  prospective  in  its  effect ♦  may  be 
made  in  regard  to  the  time  and  place  of  residence  of  voters, 

I  have  l>een  tiuable  to  find  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  any 
warrant  for  the  exercise  of  the  authority  thus  claimed  by  Congress.  In 
assuming  the  power  to  impose  a  "fundamental  condition''  upon  a  State 
which  has  l>een  duly  "admitted  into  the  l"nion  upon  an  eqtial  footing 
with  the  original  States  in  all  res{>ects  whatever/'  Congress  asserts  a 
right  to  enter  a  State  as  it  nia>'  a  Territory,  and  to  regulate  the  highest 
p>rerogati\'e  of  a  free  people — the  elective  franchise.  This  c|Uestion  is 
reserved  by  the  Constitution  to  the  States  themselves,  and  to  concede  to 
Ccmgress  the  ixiwer  to  regulate  the  snl>ject  would  be  to  reverse  the  fun- 
damental principk'  of  the  Republic  and  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  \vhich  is  the  creattire  of  the  States,  the  sovereignty 
which  justly  Ije longs  to  the  States  or  the  people^ — the  true  source  of  all 
political  power,  by  whom  oitr  Federal  system  was  created  and  to  whose 
will  it  is  snlx>rdinate. 

The  l>ill  fails  to  provide  in  what  manner  the  State  of  Arkansas  is  to 
signify  its  acceptance  of  the  "fundamental  condition  "  which  Congress 
endeavors  to  make  unalterable  and  irrevocable.  Nor  does  it  prescribe 
the  jienalty  to  lie  imposed  should  the  people  of  the  State  amend  or 
change  the  particular  jxjrtions  of  the  constitution  which  it  is  one  of  the 
ptirposes  of  the  bill  to  perpetuate,  btit  as  to  the  consequences  of  such 
action  leaves  them  in  uncertainty  and  donbt.  When  the  circumstances 
under  whicli  this  eonstitntion  has  Ijecn  brought  to  tlie  attention  of  Cotj- 
gress  are  considered,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  efforts  will 
be  made  to  modify  its  provisions,  and  esjiecially  those  in  respect  to 
which  this  measure  prohibits  any  alteration.  It  is  seriously  qtiestioned 
whether  the  constitution  has  Ijeen  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  persons 
who,  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1867.  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto, 
were  entitled  to  registration  and  to  vote  ui>on  that  issue.  Section  lo  of 
the  schedule  provides  that— 

No  rerson  disqualified  from  votinj^  or  registering  under  this  constitution  shall  vote 
for  candidfites  for  any  office,  nor  .*ihall  be  permitted  to  vote  for  the  ratification  or 
reiectioii  of  tlie  coiit^titutiou  at  the  poUs  herein  aiithorijted. 
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Assumed  to  be  in  force  before  its  adoption,  in  disregard  of  the  law  of 
Congress,  the  coustHution  ondertakes  to  impose  upon  the  elector  other 
and  further  conditions.  Tlie  fifth  section  of  the  eighth  article  provides 
that  *'all  persons,  before  registering  or  voting,"  must  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath  which,  among  others,  contains  the  following  clause: 

That  1  accept  Uie  civil  and  political  ecjuality  of  all  intn,  and  agree  not  to  aUeinpt 
to  deprive  any  person  or  persons,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  pntvious  condition,  of 
any  political  or  civil  ri^ht*  privilege,  or  inmninity  enjoyed  by  any  other  class  of  men. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  ver>*  large  portion  of  the  electors  in  all  the 
States,  if  not  a  large  majority  of  all  of  them,  do  not  beHe\^e  in  or  accept 
the  political  equality  of  Indians,  Mongolians,  or  negroes  with  the  race  to 
which  they  belong.  If  the  voters  in  many  of  the  States  of  the  North  and 
West  were  requiretl  to  take  such  an  oath  as  a  test  of  their  qualification, 
there  is  reason  to  tielieve  that  a  majority  of  them  would  remain  from  the 
jKjlls  rather  than  comply  with  its  degrading  conditions.  How  far  and  to 
what  extent  this  test  oath  prevetited  the  registration  of  those  who  were 
qualified  under  the  laws  of  Congress  it  is  not  possible  to  know,  but  that 
such  was  its  effect,  at  least  sufllicietit  to  overcome  the  small  and  doubtful 
majority  in  favor  of  this  constitution,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt. 
Should  the  people  of  Arkansas,  therefore,  desiring  to  regulate  the  elec* 
live  franchise  so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  constitutions  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  States  of  the  North  and  West,  modify  the  provisions 
referred  to  in  the  **  fundamental  condition,"  what  is  to  be  the  conse- 
quence? Is  it  intended  that  a  denial  of  representation  shall  follow? 
And  if  so,  may  w^e  not  dread,  at  some  future  day,  a  recurrence  of  the 
troubles  which  have  so  long  agitate<I  the  country?  Would  it  not  be  the 
I>art  of  wisdom  to  take  for  our  guide  the  Federal  Constittition,  rather 
than  resort  to  measures  which,  looking  onl\^  to  the  present,  may  in  a  few 
years  renew,  in  an  aggravated  fonii,  the  strife  and  bitterness  caused  by 
legislation  which  has  proved  to  l>e  so  ill  timed  and  unfortunate? 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C, 

June  2S.  j868. 
To  the  House  of  Represaiiatives: 

In  returning  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated, 
a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  admit  the  vStates  of  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida  to  representation  in 
Congress,**  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary^  to  state  at  length  the  reasons  which 
constrain  me  to  withhold  my  approval.  I  will  not,  therefore,  undertake 
at  this  time  to  reopen  the  discussion  n|:KJn  the  grave  constitutional  ques- 
tions involved  in  the  act  of  March  2,  1867,  and  the  acts  supplementary 
thereto,  in  pursuance  of  which  it  is  claimed,  in  the  preamble  to  this  bill, 
hese  States  have  framed  and  adopted  constitutions  of  State  government. 
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Ncr  will  I  rejieal  the  objections  coiitai!:ed  in  my  message  of  the  20th 
histant,  rtftuniing  without  my  signature  the  bill  to  admit  to  represen- 
tation the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  wliich  are  eqitally  applicable  to  the 
pending  measure. 

Like  the  act  recently  passed  in  reference  to  Arkansa;^,  tliis  bill  suj^er- 
s^des  the  plain  and  simple  mode  prescril>ed  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
admission  to  seals  in  the  respective  Houses  of  Senators  and  Represeuta- 
ti%'es  from  the  several  States.  It  assumes  authority  over  six  States  of  the 
Union  which  has  never  been  delegated  to  Congress,  or  is  evetx  warranted 
by  previous  unconstitutional  legislation  Ojion  the  subject  of  restoration. 
It  imposes  a^nditions  which  are  in  derogation  of  the  equal  nglits  of  the 
States,  and  is  founded  uj>on  a  theory  )vhich  is  subversi\  e  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Government,  In  the  case  of  Alabama  it  violates 
the  plighted  faith  of  Congress  by  forcing  upon  that  State  a  constitution 
which  was  rejected  by  the  people,  according  to  the  express  terms  of  an 
act  of  Congress  requiring  that  a  majority  of  the  registered  electors  shoitkl 
vote  upon  the  question  of  its  ratification. 

For  these  objections,  and  many  others  that  uught  Ije  presented,  I  can 
not  approve  this  bill,  and  therefore  return  it  for  the  action  of  Congress 
required  in  such  cases  by  the  Federal  Constitution. 

ANDRHW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

July  20,  fS6S, 
To  the  Senaie  of  ike  United  States: 

I  have  given  to  the  joint  resolution  entitled  '*A  resolution  excluding 
from  the  electoral  college  the  votes  of  States  lately  in  relielliou  wliich  sliall 
not  have  Ijeen  reorganized"  as  careful  examination  as  I  have  l:>een  able 
to  bestow  upon  the  subject  during  the  few  days  that  have  inter\^ened 
since  the  measure  w^as  submitted  for  my  approval. 

Feeling  constrained  to  withhold  my  consent,  I  herewith  return  the  res- 
olution to  the  Senate,  in  wliich  House  it  originated,  with  a  brief  state- 
ment of  the  reasons  wliich  have  induced  my  action.  This  joint  resolution 
is  based  upon  the  a.ssumption  that  some  of  the  States  whose  inhabitants 
w^ere  lately  in  rebellion  are  not  now  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress 
and  participation  in  the  election  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States. 

Having  heretofore  had  occasion  to  give  in  detail  my  reasons  for  dis- 
senting from  this  view,  it  is  not  necessary  at  this  lime  to  repeat  tliem. 
It  is  sufficient  to  state  that  I  continue  strong  in  my  conviction  that  the 
acts  of  secession,  by  which  a  number  of  the  States  sought  to  dissolve 
their  connection  with  the  other  States  and  to  subvert  the  Union,  being 
unauthorized  by  the  Constitution  and  in  direct  violation  thereof,  were 
from  the  beginning  absolutely  null  and  void.     It  follows  necessarily  that 
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when  the  rebellion  terminated  the  several  States  v\'hich  had  attempt 
to  secede  continued  to  lie  States  in  the  I'nion.  and  all  Uiat  was  required 
enable  them  to  resume  their  relations  to  the  Union  was  that  they  shouli 
adopt  the  measures  necessary  to  their  practical  restoration  as 
Such  measures  were  adopted,  and  the  Ie):^iLimate  result  was  that  thos 
States,  liaY-ing  conformed  to  all  the  requirements  of  the  Const  it  ulioii, 
resumed  their  former  relations,  and  liecanie  entitled  to  the  exercise  of  all 
the  rights  guaranteed  to  them  by  its  provisions. 

The  joint  resolution  under  consideration,  however,  seems  to  assume 
that  by  the  insurrectionary  acts  of  their  respecti\^  inhabitants  those 
States  forfeited  their  ri^e^hts  as  such,  and  can  never  again  exercise  them 
except  u]x>n  readmission  into  the  Union  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  Con 
gress.  If  this  position  be  correct,  it  follows  that  they  were  taken  out 
the  Union  !^y  virtue  of  their  acts  of  secession,  and  hence  that  the  w* 
waged  ujmu  them  was  illegal  and  unconslitutionab  We  would  thus  Ije 
placed  in  this  inconsistent  attittide,  that  wdiile  the  war  was  commeni 
and  carried  on  npon  the  distinct  groinid  that  the  Southern  States,  being 
component  parts  of  the  Union,  were  in  rebellion  against  the  lawful 
authority  of  the  United  States,  upon  its  termination  we  resort  to  a  policy 
of  reconstniction  which  assumes  that  it  was  not  in  fact  a  relielliou,  but 
that  the  war  was  waged  for  the  crniquest  of  Icrrittnies  assumed  to  Ije 
outside  of  the  constitutional  Union. 

The  mode  and  manner  of  receiving  and  counting  the  electoral  votesi 
for  President  and  \*  ice -President  of  the  United  States  are  in  plain  and 
simple  terms  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  That  instrument  impera* 
tively  retpiires  that  "the  President  of  the  vSenate  shall,  in  the  presen 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  an 
the  votes  shall  then  l>e  counted/*  Congress  has,  therefore,  no  powder, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  receive  the  electoral  votes  or  reject  them 
Tile  whole  power  is  exhausted  when,  in  tlie  presence  of  the  two  Houses, 
the  votes  are  counted  and  the  result  declared.  In  this  respect  the  power 
and  duty  of  the  Presidetit  of  the  Senate  are,  under  the  Constitution, 
purely  ministerial.  When,  therefore,  the  joint  resolution  declares  that 
no  electoral  votes  shall  be  received  or  counted  from  States  that  since  the 
4tli  of  March,  1867,  have  not  ''adopted  a  constitution  of  State  govern- 
ment imder  wdiich  a  State  government  shall  liave  organized/*  a  power 
is  assumed  which  is  nowhere  delegated  to  Congress,  unless  upon  the 
assumption  that  Ihe  State  governments  organized  prior  to  the  4th  oi 
March,  1867.  were  illegal  and  void. 

The  joint  resolution,  by  implication  at  least,  concedes  that  these  States 
wxre  States  by  virtue  of  their  organization  prior  to  the  4th  of  March 
1867,  but  denies  to  them  the  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  Presiden 
and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.      It  follows  either  that  thi! 
assumption  of  power  is  wholly  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution  or  that 
the  States  s<3  excl tided  from  voting  were  out  of  the  Union  by  reason 
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of  the  rebeilioii,  and  have  never  been  legitimately  restored.  Being  fully 
satisfied  that  they  were  never  out  of  the  Union,  and  that  their  relations 
thereto  have  been  legally  and  coiislitutioiially  restored,  I  am  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  joint  resolution,  which  deprives  them  of  the 
right  to  have  their  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President  received  and 
counted,  is  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  and  that  Congress  has  no 
nisjre  power  to  reject  their  votes  than  tlnjse  of  the  States  which  have 
Ixren  uniformly  loyal  to  the  Federal  Union. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  if  the  States  whose  inhahitants  were  re- 
cently in  rel>ellion  were  legalh'  and  constitutionally  organized  and  restored 
to  their  rights  prior  to  the  4th  of  March.  1867,  as  I  am  satisfied  they 
were,  the  only  legitimate  authority  under  which  the  election  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  can  l>e  held  therein  must  lie  derived  from  the 
governments  instituted  before  that  period.  It  clearly  follows  that  all 
the  State  govennneuts  organized  in  those  States  under  act  of  Congress 
for  that  purpose,  and  under  military  control,  are  illegitimate  and  of  no 
validity  whatever;  and  in  that  \new  the  votes  cast  in  those  States  for 
President  and  Vice-President,  in  pursuance  of  acts  jvassed  since  the  4th 
of  March,  1867.  and  in  ol)edience  to  the  so-called  reconstruction  acts  of 
Congress,  can  not  Ixr  legally  received  and  counted,  while  the  only  votes 
in  those  States  that  can  be  legally  cast  and  counted  will  he  those  cast  in 
pursuance  of  the  laws  in  force  in  the  several  States  prior  to  the  legisla- 
tion by  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  reconstruction, 

I  can  not  refrain  from  directing  your  special  attention  to  the  declaration 
contained  in  the  joint  resolution,  that  *'none  of  the  States  whose  inhab- 
itants were  lately  in  rebellion  shall  l)e  entitled  to  representation  in  the 
electoral  college/*  etc.  If  it  is  meant  b^'  this  declaration  that  no  State 
is  to  he  allowed  to  %^ote  for  President  and  Vice-President  ail  of  wliose 
iidiabitants  were  engaged  in  the  late  rebellion,  it  is  apparent  that  no  one 
of  the  States  will  be  excluded  from  voting,  since  it  is  well  known  that  in 
e\XT\'  Southern  State  there  were  many  itihabitants  who  not  only  did  not 
participate  in  the  rel>ellion.  but  who  actually  touk  part  iti  the  suppression, 
or  refrained  from  gi\nng  it  any  aid  or  countenance-  1  therefore  conclude 
that  the  tnie  meaning  of  the  joint  resolution  is  that  no  State  a  portion 
of  wiiose  inhabitants  were  engaged  in  the  rebellion  shall  be  permitted  to 
participate  in  the  Presidential  election,  except  upon  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions therein  prescril>ed. 

Assuming  this  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the  resolution,  the  inquiry 
becomes  pertinent,  May  those  Northern  States  a  portion  of  whose  inhab- 
itants were  actually  in  the  rebellion  be  prevented,  at  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  from  having  their  electoral  votes  counted?  It  is  well  known 
that  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  New^  York  and  a  portion  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Virginia  were  alike  engaged  in  the  relxfllion;  yet  it  is  equally 
well  known  that  Virginia,  as  well  as  New  York,  was  at  all  times  during  the 
war  recognized  by  the  Federal  Govennnent  as  a  State  in  the  Union— so 
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dearly  that  upou  the  termination  of  hostilities  it  was  not  even  deemed 
necessary  for  her  restoration  tliat  a  provisional  governor  should  be  ap- 
pointed; yet,  according  to  this  joinrt  resolution,  the  people  of  Virginia, 
unless  they  comply  with  the  terms  it  prescribes,  are  denied  the  right  of 
voting  for  President,  while  the  people  of  New  York,  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  which  State  were  also  in  rel>ellion,  are  ptftnutted  to  have 
their  electoral  votes  counted  without  undergoing  the  process  of  recon- 
struction prescribed  for  Virginia.  New  York  h  no  more  a  State  than 
Virginia;  the  one  is  as  much  entitled  to  representation  in  the  electoral 
college  as  the  other.  If  Congress  has  the  power  to  deprive  Virginia  of 
this  right,  it  can  exercise  the  same  authority  with  respect  to  New  York 
or  any  other  of  the  States.  Thus  the  result  of  th<^  Presidential  elec- 
tion may  be  controlled  and  determined  by  Congress,  and  the  people  be 
deprived  of  their  right  under  the  Constitution  to  choose  a  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  thiited  States. 

If  Congress  were  to  provide  by  law  tliat  the  votes  of  none  of  the  States 
should  be  received  and  counted  if  cast  for  a  candidate  who  differed  in 
]K>litical  sentiment  with  a  majority  of  the  two  Houses,  .such  legislation 
would  at  once  !>e  condemned  by  tiie  country  as  an  unconstitutional  and 
revolutionary  usurpation  of  pt>wer.  It  would,  however,  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  fuid  in  the  Constitution  any  more  authority  for  the  passage 
of  the  joint  resolution  under  consideration  than  for  an  enactment  looking 
directly  to  the  rejection  of  all  votes  not  in  accordance  with  the  political 
preferences  of  a  majority  of  Congress.  No  iM>wer  exists  in  tht  Consti- 
tution authorising  the  joint  resolution  or  the  supposed  law — the  only 
difference  l>ei!ig  that  one  would  te  more  palpably  unconstitutional  and 
revolutionary  than  tlie  tjthcr.  Both  would  rest  upon  the  radical  error 
that  Congress  has  the  power  to  prescribe  terms  and  conditions  to  the 
right  of  the  people  of  the  States  to  cast  their  %otes  for  President  and 
Vice-President. 

For  the  reasons  thus  indicated  I  am  constrained  to  return  the  joint 
resolution  to  the  Senate  for  sncli  further  action  theret>n  as  Congress  may 
deem  necessary, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, /tt/y  ^5,  rSdS, 

To  ihv  Senate  of  the  Uniied  States: 

Believing  that  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  relating  to  the  Freedmen*s 
Bureau,  and  pro\^diug  for  its  discontinuance,'*  interferes  with  the  ap- 
pointing |X)wer  conferred  by  the  Constitution  uixm  the  Executive,  and 
for  other  reasons,  which  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  time  will  not 
permit  me  to  state,  I  herewith  return  it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  House 
it  originated,  without  my  approval. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON- 


Andrew  Johnson 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Aalerica. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  in  the  month  of  July.  A.  D.  1861,  in  accepting  the  conditioti 
of  ci\^il  war  which  was  brought  about  by  insurrection  and  rebellion  in 
several  of  the  States  which  constitute  the  United  States,  tlie  two  Houses 
of  Congress  did  solemnly  declare  that  tliat  war  was  not  \vaged  on  the 
part  of  the  Goveniment  in  any  spirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any  purpose 
of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  for  any  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  the  States,  but  only 
to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constittition  of  the  United 
States  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and 
rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired,  and  that  so  soon  as  those  objects 
shoidd  1je  accomplished  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  Goveniment  should 
cease;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  heretofore,  in  the 
spirit  of  that  declaration  and  with  the  view  of  securing  for  it  ultimate 
and  complete  effect,  set  forth  several  proclamations  offering  amnesty  and 
pardon  to  persons  who  had  Ixfen  or  were  concerned  in  the  aforenamed 
rebellion,  which  proclamations,  however,  w^ere  attended  with  prudential 
reser%'ations  and  exceptions  then  tleemed  necessary  and  proper,  and  which 
proelaniations  were  respectively  issued  on  the  Sth  day  of  December,  1863, 
on  the  26th  day  of  March,  1864,  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1865,  and  on 
the  7th  day  of  September,  1867;  and 

Whereas  tlie  said  lamentable  civil  war  has  long  since  altogether  ceased, 
with  an  acknowledgment  by  all  the  States  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  of  the  Goveniment  thereunder,  and  there  no 
longer  exists  any  reasonable  ground  to  apprehend  a  renewal  of  the  said 
civil  war,  or  any  foreign  interference,  or  any  unlawful  resistance  by  any 
portion  of  the  people  of  any  of  the  States  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  reduce  the  standing  army  and  to  bring  to  a 
speedy  termination  militar>^  occupation,  martial  law.  military  tribunals, 
aliridgmeut  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  suspension  of 
tlie  privilege  of  habeas  corpus  and  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jur>%  such 
encroachments  upon  our  free  institutions  in  time  of  peace  l>eing  danger- 
ous to  public  ljf>erty,  incompatible  with  the  individnal  rights  of  the 
citizen,  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  onr  republican  form  of  gov- 
enmient,  and  exhaustive  of  the  national  resources;  and 

Whereas  it  is  l>e!ieved  that  anmesty  aud  paidon  wdl  tend  to  secure  a 
complete  and  universal  establisliment  and  prevalence  of  municipal  law 
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and  order  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  remove  all  appearances  or  presvunptions  of  a  retaliatory  or  vindi< 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  attended  by  unnecessary  disq 
fications,  pains,  penalties,  confiscations,  and  disfranchisements,  anc 
the  contrar>',  to  promote  and  procure  complete  fraternal  reconcilij 
among  the  whole  people,  with  due  submission  to  the  Constitution 
laws: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  o 
United  States,  do,  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  and  in  the  nani 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  hereby  proclaim  and  declare,  una 
tionally  and  without  reservation,  to  all  and  to  ever>''  person  who,  dir 
or  indirectly,  participated  in  the  late  insurrection  or  rebellion,  exce| 
such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  under  presentment  or  indictmei 
any  court  of  the  United  States  having  competent  jurisdiction  up 
charge  of  treason  or  other  felony,  a  full  pardon  and  amnesty  foi 
offense  of  treason  against  the  United  States  or  of  adhering  to 
enemies  during  the  late  civil  war,  with  restoration  of  all  rights  of  i 
erty,  except  as  to  slaves,  and  except  also  as  to  any  property  of  w 
any  person  may  have  been  legally  divested  under  the  laws  of  the  Ui 
States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  with  my  hand 
have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  here 
afl&xed. 
[seal.]  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  4tli  day  of  July,  ^ 
1868,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Am 
the  ninety-third.  ANDREW  JOHNSO: 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  vSeward,  Secretary  of  State. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  admit  the  S 
of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Florida  to  representation  in  Congress,"  passed  on  the  25th  day  of  J 
1868,  it  is  declared  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President,  withir 
days  after  receiving  official  information  of  the  ratification  by  the  leg 
ture  of  either  of  said  States  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Cons 
tion  known  as  article  fourteen,  to  issue  a  proclamation  announcing 
fact;  and 

Whereas  the  said  act  seems  to  be  prospective;  and 
Whereas  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  resolution  of  the  legislatui 
Florida  adopting  the  amendment  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  art 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  ITnited  vStates  was  received  at  the  Depart] 
of  State  on  the  i6th  of  June,  186S,  j)rior  to  the  passage  of  the  a 
Coi\gjQ9^  referred  to,  which  paper  is  attested  by  the  names  of  Ho 
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Jenkins,  jr.,  as  president /re?  tempore  of  the  senate,  and  W.  W.  Moore  as 
speaker  of  the  assembly,  and  of  WiUiam  L.  Apthoop,  as  secretarj^  of  the 
senate,  and  WiUiam  Forsyth  Bynnm,  as  clerk  of  the  assembly,  and  which 
paper  was  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  a  letter  dated  Exec- 
utive Office,  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  Jnne  lo,  1868,  from  Harrison  Reed,  who 
therein  signs  himself  governor;  and 

Whereas  on  the  6th  da\'  of  July.  i868,  a  paper  was  received  by  the 
President,  which  pajKT,  being  addressed  to  the  President,  bears  date  of 
the  4th  day  of  July,  1868,  and  was  transmitted  by  and  under  the  name 
of  W.  W.  Holden.  who  therein  wTites  himself  governor  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  which  paper  certifies  tliat  the  said  proposed  amendment, 
known  as  article  foin'teen,  did  pass  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  general  assembly  of  North  Carolina  on  the  2d  day  of  July 
instant,  and  is  attested  by  the  names  of  John  H.  Boner,  or  Bower,  as 
secretary  of  the  hotise  of  representatives,  and  T.  A.  Byrnes,  as  secretary 
of  tlie  senate;  and  its  ratification  on  the  4th  of  July,  1868,  is  attested  by 
Tod  R,  Caldwell ^  as  heu tenant-governor,  president  of  the  senate,  and 
Jo.  W,  Holden,  as  speaker  house  of  representatives: 

Now,  therefore,  he  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  compliance  with  and  execution  of  the  act 
of  Congress  aforesaid,  do  issue  this  proclamation,  announcing  the  fact  of 
the  ratification  of  the  said  amendment  l>y  the  legislatin^e  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  in  the  manner  hereinljefore  set  forth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  with  my  hand  and 

have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  vStates  to  Lie  hereto  affixed. 

r  T         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  i  ith  day  of  July,  A.  D. 

1868,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  ninety-third.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Skward,  Secretary  of  Siaie^ 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  '*An  act  to  admit  the  States 
of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Florida  to  representation  in  Conj^ress, "  passed  the  25th  day  of  June, 
1868,  it  is  declared  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President,  within  ten 
days  after  receiving  official  information  of  the  ratification  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  either  of  said  States  of  a  propxsed  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
known  as  article  fourteen,  to  issue  a  pnxlamation  announcing  that  fact; 
and 

Whereas  on  the  i8th  day  of  July,  1S68,  a  letter  was  received  by  the 
•President,  wdiich  letter,  lieing  addressed  to  the  President,  bears  date  of 
July  15,  1868,  and  was  transmitted  by  and  imder  the  name  of  R.  K.  Scott. 
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•who  therein  -vrttes  'iimsclf  p^^-^mcr  :f  Sauch  Carr^iina  in  vtxich  Ii 
xis  :rx:i".?iei  ind  rtcei-eti  jli  rhe  ^joaie  -me  ':y  ^e  Preadeat  a  p 
pi.irpiorrin'^  a.,  "ti  i  rr=?*:t'^r:i:ii  ;f  :jie  -jcnare  inii  hcuife  :f  representathn 
the  general  i^esihL:-  :r  tlie  5u:;=  :e  Si: nth  C.ir:Iina  racfytnaf  the  said 
p^'jssti  irr.eniine:;!  md  ili**:  -iirt:*:rt:ii:r  t-;  *.ij.v^  t:ai?i5ei  the  Dsro  said  hoi 
resp/ectivei:"  :n  the  Ttli  inti  ;cii  :r  J-ily  i^rS  mii  t?  have  been  appn 
v.-  the  -siid  X.  K.  Scitt.  i^?  z^:vir::i:r  :f  sin:  fuite.  jii  che  tfth  of  J 
:  ^r.-i  -srhicli  ::r:t:n>L.u:c2ri  ire  ittrSxi-.:  ':v  the  ^ii^tianres  or  D.  T.  Coi 
i-i  tiresi'ient  r-"-'  :.-imp:rj  i  -lie  sjrratc.  jud  :c  r .  J  Moses,  jr..  a>  5pe 
ot  the  hi  J  use  :f  rrprcsestJ.ti".-'=<  :f  -jtiid  Suite,  ind  ot  the  said  R.  K.  S 
a."^  2''"A'erti«'jr" 

Xo'.v  thererorr.  t-e  it  kno'nr::  that  I  -\^drew  J'.-khn-son.  President  ok 
rrr.ited  States  '.f  Azierica.  ::i  w'TcpLiazce  ^tth  imi  execndon  ot  the  a 
Con^Te^i.■•  if-.-re^iii-i.  io  ir^ue  thi<  zzrj  prxlariati'jc.  .innonncTng  the 
of  the  ratincatior.  ■jC  the  -jaid  iziei:«i=ier:t  by  the  Ic^LsiLitnre  of  the  Sta" 
South  Carolina  in  the  rzanner  herein ttjf ore  set  forth. 

In  te^timon}-  where* jc  I  have  ?i.zned  thei?e  present?  with  my  hand 

have  ca-.i-'rei  the  :?eal  oi  the  Unitei  States  to  be  hereto  affi 

r  T  Iv-jne  at  the  citv  .:-f  Washington,  this  rSth  dav  of  Jul  v.  J 

r  -rS   ind  •:■:  the  Independence  oi  the  United  States  of  Ami 

the  ninety.th:rd.  ANDREW  JOHNSO: 

By  tne  President: 

William  H.  Seward   S^cretan,  of  State. 


By   TIIK    PRE.SIDEXT   Or    THE    UNITED   STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
A   PRrKlLAMATION. 

Wh':r':as  by  an  ac:  of  C«-m^ess  entitled  "An  act  to  admit  the  Si 
of  North  Carolina.  S-^.»uth  Carolina.  Loiii<iana.  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Moryl'i  to  r'jprevjntation  in  Coni^rcs^s."  pas^-ied  on  the  25th  day  of  J 
\  "/»''>.  it  i■^  dsjclarcd  tliai  it  i-  n:adc  the  duty  of  the  President,  wnthii 
H;iy-*  after  TfjuWwv^  official  information  of  the  ratification  by  the  leg 
tnr'.-  of  either  of  viifl  Staler  of  a  pro|x»ed  amendment  to  the  Con<i 
tioTi  known  a^^  article  fourteen,  to  issue  a  proclamation  announcing 
fa^t:  and 

U'li'-rcas  a  ]>aiK:r  war>  received  at  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
day  of  July,  i  >^>H,  wliich  j>ajx:r.  Inraring  date  of  the  9th  day  of  July,  1 
piirji'jrts  to  l>e  a  res<ilution  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representativ 
til"  Stat"  of  J/Hii-^ianri  in  j^eneral  assembly  convened  ratifying  the  a 
sai/1  anicndnx-nt,  and  is  attested  by  the  signature  of  George  E.  Be 
a^  s"'  ntary  of  state,  under  a  seal  purporting  to  be  the  seal  of  the  ! 
<if  Louisiana: 

Now,  tlicrcff^rc,  Ik-  it  knf)wn  that  I.Andrew  Johnson,  Preadent  o; 
United  Slates  of  America,  in  comphance  with  and  execution  of  tlu 
of  Congress  Ijcfore  mentioned,  do  is.sue  this  my  ])roclamation,  announ 
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the  fact  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  amendment  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  with  my  hand  and 

have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereto  affixed. 

r  -|         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  i8th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 

1868,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  ninety-third.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

Wil^LiAM  H.  Skward,  Secretary  of  State, 


By  thk  President  ok  the  United  States  ok  America, 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  *'An  act  to  admit  the  States 
of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Florida  to  representation  in  Congress,"  passed  the  25th  day  of  June. 
1868,  it  is  declared  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President,  within  ten 
days  after  receiving  official  information  of  the  ratification  by  the  legis- 
lature of  either  of  said  States  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion known  as  article  fourteen,  to  issue  a  proclamation  announcing  that 
fact;  and 

Whereas  a  letter  was  rc»ceived  this  day  by  the  President,  which  letter, 
being  addressed  to  the  President,  l>ears  date  of  July  16,  1868,  and  was 
transmitted  by  and  under  the  name  of  William  H.  Smith,  who  therein 
writes  himself  governor  of  Alabama,  in  which  letter  was  inclosed  and 
received  at  the  same  time  by  the  President  a  paper  purporting  to  l^e  a 
resolution  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  general  as- 
seml:>ly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ratifying  the  said  projx)sed  amendment, 
which  paper  is  attested  by  the  signature  of  Charles  A.  Miller,  as  secretary 
of  state,  under  a  seal  purporting  to  lx.»  the  seal  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  bears  the  date  of  approval  of  July  13,  1868,  by  WiUiam  H.  Smith, 
as  governor  of  said  State: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  compliance  with  and  execution  of  the  act  of 
Congress  before  mentioned,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  announcing 
the  fact  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  amendment  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  with  my  hand  and 

have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereto  affixed. 

P  1  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  20th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 

1868,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  ninety-third.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

Wiujam  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 
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By  thk  Prkident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  *'An  act  to  admit  the  Stat 
of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama,  a; 
Florida  to  representation  in  Congress,"  passed  the  25th  day  of  Jut 
1868,  it  is  declared  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President,  within  t 
days  after  receiving  official  information  of  the  ratification  by  the  leg 
lature  of  either  of  said  States  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constit 
tion  known  as  article  fourteen,  to  issue  a  proclamation  announcing  th 
fact;  and 

Whereas  a  paper  was  received  at  the  Department  of  State  this  27 
day  of  July,  1868,  purporting  to  be  a  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  a: 
house  of  representatives  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgi 
ratifying  the  said  proposed  amendment  and  also  purporting  to  ha 
passed  the  two  said  houses,  respectively,  on  the  21st  of  July,  186 
and  to  have  been  approved  by  Rufus  B.  Bullock,  who  therein  signs  hii 
self  governor  of  Georgia,  which  paper  is  also  attested  by  the  signatui 
of  Benjamin  Conley,  as  president  of  the  senate,  and  R.  L.  McWhortei 
as  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  is  further  attested  by  t 
signatures  of  A.  E.  Marshall,  as  secretary  of  the  senate,  and  M.  A.  Hardi 
as  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  compliance  with  and  execution  of  t 
act  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  annou 
cing  the  fact  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  amendment  by  the  legislatu 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  with  my  hand  ai 

have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereto  affixe 

r  1  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  27th  day  of  July,  A.  \ 

1868,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri 

the  ninety-third.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  proclamation. 

In  the  year  which  is  now  drawing  to  its  end  the  art,  the  skill,  and  t! 
labor  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  been  employed  with  great 
diligence  and  vigor  and  on  broader  fields  than  ever  before,  and  the  frui 
of  the  earth  have  been  gathered  into  the  granary  and  the  storehouse 
mar\'elous  abundance.  Our  highways  have  been  lengthened,  and  ne 
and  prolific  regions  have  been  occupied.  We  are  permitted  to  hope  th 
long-protracted  political  and  sectional  dissensions  are  at  no  distant  dj 
to  give  place  to  returning  harmony  and  fraternal  affection  througho 
Republic.     Many  foreign  states  have  entered  into  liberal  agreemen 
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with  lis,  while  nations  which  are  far  off  and  which  heretofore  have  been 
unsocial  and  exclusive  have  become  our  friends. 

The  annual  period  of  rest,  which  we  have  reached  in  health  and  tran- 
quillity, and  which  is  crowned  with  so  many  blessings,  is  by  universal 
consent  a  convenient  and  suitable  one  for  cultivating  personal  piety  and 
practicing  public  devotion. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  Thursday,  the  26th  day  of  November  next, 
be  set  apart  and  observed  by  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  a  day 
for  public  praise,  thanksgiving,  and  prayer  to  the  Almighty  Creator  and 
Divine  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  by  whose  ever- watchful,  merciful,  and  gra- 
cious providence  alone  states  and  nations,  no  less  than  families  and  in- 
dividual men,  do  live  and  move  and  have  their  being. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  12th  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1868,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
ninety-third.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

Wil^UAM  H.  Sv:^KKT>,  Secretary  0/ State, 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

By  the  President  01*  the  United  States, 
executive  order. 

Washington,  December  //,  1867. 
It  is  desired  and  advised  that  all  communications  in  writing  intended 
for  the  executive  department  of  this  Government  and  relating  to  public 
business  of  whatever  kind,  including  suggestions  for  legislation,  claims, 
contracts,  employment,  appointments,  and  removals  from  ofl&ce,  and  par- 
dons, be  transmitted  directly  in  the  first  instance  to  the  head  of  the 
Department  to  which  the  care  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  communication 
proj)erly  belongs.  This  regulation  has  become  necessary  for  the  more 
convenient,  punctual,  and  regular  dispatch  of  the  public  business. 
By  order  of  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Seaeiary  of  State. 

Generai.  Orders,  No.  104. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  2S,  1867, 
By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  following  orders 
are  made: 

I.  Brevet  Major-General  E.  O.  C.  Ord  will  turn  over  the  command  of 
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the  Fourth  Military  District  to  Brevet  Major-General  A.  C.  Gillem,  and 
proceed  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  to  take  command  of  the  Department  of 
California. 

II.  On  being  relieved  by  Brevet  Major-General  Ord,  Brevet  Major- 
General  Irvin  McDowell  will  proceed  to  Vicksburg,  Miss. ,  and  relieve 
General  Gillem  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Military  District. 

III.  Brevet  Major-General  John  Pope  is  hereby  relieved  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Military  District,  and  will  report  without  delay  at  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Army  for  further  orders,  turning  over  his  command 
to  the  next  senior  officer  until  the  arrival  of  his  successor. 

IV.  Major-General  George  G.  Meade  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Third  Military  District,  and  will  assume  it  without  delay.  The 
Department  of  the  East  will  be  commanded  by  the  senior  oflBcer  now  on 
duty  in  it  until  a  commander  is  named  by  the  President. 

V.  The  officers  assigned  in  the  foregoing  orders  to  command  of  mili- 
tary districts  wnll  exercise  therein  any  and  all  powers  conferred  by  acts 
of  Congress  upon  district  commanders,  and  also  any  and  all  powers  per- 
taining to  military-department  commanders. 

By  command  of  General  Grant: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  No.  id. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington ,  February  12,  1868, 
The  following  orders  are  published  for  the  information  and  guidance 
of  all  concerned: 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  12 ^  1868. 
General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Coni7na7idhig  Annies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D,  C. 
General:  You  will  please  issue  an  order  creating  a  military  division, 
to  be  called  the  Mihtary  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  to  be  composed  of  the 
Department  of  the  Lakes,  the  Department  of  the  East,  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Washington,  and  to  be  commanded  by  Lieutenant- General  Wil- 
liam T.  Sherman,  with  his  headquarters  at  Washington. 

Until  further  orders  from  the  President,  you  \\\\\  assign  no  officer  to 
the  permanent  command  of  the  Military  Di\asion  of  the  Missouri. 

Respectfully,  yours.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Major-General  P.  H.  Sheridan,  the  senior  officer  in  the  Military  Divi- 
sion of  the  Missouri,  will  temporarily  perform  the  duties  of  commander  of 


Andrew  Johnson  663 

the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  in  addition  to  his  duties  of  depart- 
ment commander. 

By  command  of  General  Grant: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D,  C,  February  21,  1868. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Washington ,  D,  C 
Sir:  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me  as  Presi- 
dent by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  you  are  hereby 
removed  from  office  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  and  your 
functions  as  such  will  terminate  upon  the  receipt  of  this  communication. 
You  will  transfer  to  Brevet  Major-General  Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army,  who  has  this  day  been  authorized  and  empowered 
to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,  all  records,  books,  papers,  and  other 
public  property  now  in  your  custody  and  charge. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  21,  1868, 
Brevet  Major-General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  Washington ,  D.  C, 
Sir:  The  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  having  been  this  day  removed  from 
office  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  you  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  act  as  Secretar>'^  of  War  ad  interim,  and  will  imme- 
diately enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Stanton  has  been  instructed  to  transfer  to  you  all  the  records, 
books,  papers,  and  other  pubUc  property  now  in  his  custody  and  charge. 
Respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

General  Orders,  No.  17. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  March  28,  1868, 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United   States,  Major-General 
W.  S.  Hancock  is  relieved  from  command  of  the  Fifth  Military  District 
and  assigned  to  command  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  cre- 
ated by  General  Orders,  No.  10,  of  February  12,  1868. 
By  command  of  General  Grant: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D,  C,  May  28,  1868. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  ha\nng  requested  that 
an  opportunity  may  be  given  to  those  employed  in  the  several  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government  to  unite  with  their  fellow-dtizens  in 
pavnng  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  whose  remains 
repose  in  the  national  cemeteries,  the  President  directs  that  as  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  law  and  the  public  interests  persons  who  desire  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  ceremonies  be  permitted  to  absent  themselves  from  their 
duties  on  Saturday,  the  30th  instant. 

By  order  of  the  President:  ^^^^   ^   MOORE,  Secretafy. 

ExEcuTrv^  Mansion, 
IVashtngtoti,  D.  C.June  z,  1868. 

Major-General  John  M.  Schofield  having  been  appointed,  by  and  wth 
the  ad\4ce  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  Secretar>'  for  the  Department  of 
War,  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  First  Military  District, 
created  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  2, 1867. 

Brevet  Major-General  George  Stoneman  is  hereby  assigned,  according 
to  his  brevet  rank  of  major-general,  to  the  command  of  the  said  First 
District  and  of  the  Military  Department  of  Virginia. 

The  Secretary-  of  War  will  please  give  the  necessar>'  instructions  to 
carr>'  this  order  into  eflfect.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

General  Orders,  No.  25. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington ,  June  J ,  1868, 
I.  The  following  order  of  the  President  has  been  received  from  the 
War  Department: 

Washington, ///w^  2,  1868, 

The  President  with  deep  regret  announces  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  the  decease,  at  Wheatland,  Pa.,  on  the  ist  instant,  of  his  honored 
predecessor  James  Buchanan. 

This  event  will  occasion  mourning  in  the  nation  for  the  loss  of  an 
eminent  citizen  and  honored  public  ser\'ant. 

As  a  mark  of  respect  for  his  memor>',  it  is  ordered  that  the  Executive 
Departments  be  immediately  placed  in  mourning  and  all  business  be  sus- 
pended on  the  day  of  the  funeral. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  the  War  and  Na\'y  Departments  cause  suit- 
able military  and  naval  honors  to  be  paid  on  this  occasion  to  the  memory 
of  the  illustrious  dead.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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II.  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  President  and  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  at  each  mili- 
tary post  the  troops  will  be  paraded  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  and  the  order  read 
to  them,  after  which  all  labors  for  the  day  will  cease. 

The  national  flag  will  be  displayed  at  half-staff. 

At  dawn  of  day  thirteen  guns  will  be  fired,  and  afterwards,  at  intervals 
of  thirty  minutes  between  the  rising  and  setting  sun,  a  single  gun,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  day  a  national  salute  of  thirty-seven  guns. 

The  officers  of  the  Army  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  and  on  their 
swords  and  the  colors  of  the  several  regiments  will  be  put  in  mourning 
for  the  period  of  six  months. 

By  command  of  General  Grant:  ^   ^  TOWNSEND 

Assistant  Adjutant-General . 

Special  Order. 

Navy  Department, 
Washingtoji ,  June  J ,  r868. 
The  death  of  ex-President  James  Buchanan  is  announced  in  the  follow- 
ing order  of  the  President  of  the  United  vStates: 

[For  order  see  preceding  page.] 
in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  order,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  thirty 
minute  guns  l^e  fked  at  each  of  the  navy- yards  and  naval  stations  on 
Thursday,  the  4th  instant,  the  day  designated  for  the  funeral  of  the  late 
ex-President  Buchanan,  commencing  at  noon,  and  on  board  the  flagships 
in  each  squadron  upon  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order.  The 
flags  at  the  several  navy-yards,  naval  stations,  and  marine  barracks  will 
be  placed  at  half-mast  until  after  the  funeral,  and  on  board  all  naval  ves- 
sels in  commission  upon  the  day  after  this  order  is  received. 

GIDEON  WELLES,  Secretary  0/  the  Navy. 

General  Orders,  No.  33. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  jo,  1868. 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  following  orders 
are  made: 

I.  Brevet  Major-General  Irvin  McDowell  is  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  Fourth  Military  District,  and  wijl  report  in  person,  without 
delay,  at  the  War  Department. 

II.  Brevet  Major-General  Alvan  C.  Gillem  is  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Fourth  Military  District,  and  will  assume  it  without  delay. 

By  command  of  General  Grant:  ^   jy  TOWNSEND 

Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


•  I 
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General  Orders.  Xo.  44. 

Headquarters  of  the  Arjiy. 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  /j,  1868. 

By  direction  of  the  President.  Brigadier  and  Bre^-et  Major-Gene 
Irvin  McDowell  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  1 
East. 

The  headquarters  of  the  department  will  be  transferred  from  Philad 
phia  to  New  York  City. 

By  command  of  General  Grant:  ^   ^v   towXSEND 

Assistant  Adjutant-GenenU, 

General  Orders.  No.  55. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  28,  t868. 

The  following  orders  from  the  War  Department,  which  ha\'^  be 
approved  by  the  President,  are  published  for  the  information  and  g< 
emment  of  the  Army  and  of  all  concerned: 

The  commanding  generals  of  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fii 
Military  Districts  having  officially  reported  that  the  States  of  Arkans 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Fl 
ida  have  fully  complied  with  the  acts  of  Congress  known  as  the  rec< 
struction  acts,  including  the  act  passed  June  22,  1868,  entitled  "An  j 
to  admit  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  representation  in  Congress,"  and  t 
act  j)assed  June  25,  1868,  entitled  "An  act  to  admit  the  States  of  Noi 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida 
rej)resentation  in  Congress,"  and  that,  consequently,  so  much  of  the  \ 
of  March  2,  1867,  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto  as  provides  i 
the  organization  of  military  districts,  subject  to  the  militar>''  author 
of  the  United  States,  as  therein  provided,  has  become  inoperative  in  S5 
States,  and  that  the  commanding  generals  have  ceased  to  exercise 
said  States  the  military  powers  conferred  by  said  acts  of  Congress:  The 
fore  the  following  changes  will  be  made  in  the  organization  and  co 
niaiul  of  military  districts  and  geographical  departments: 

I.  The  Second  and  Third  Military  Districts  having  ceased  to  exist,  t 
Slates  of  North  Carolina,  vSouth  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Flori 
will  constitute  the  Department  of  the  South,  Major-General  George 
Meade  to  conmiand.     Headquarters  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

II.  The  Fourth  Military  District  will  now  consist  only  of  the  State 
Mississippi,  and  will  continue  to  be  commanded  by  Brevet  Major-Gene; 
A.  C.  Gillem. 
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III.  The  Fifth  Military  District  will  now  consist  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
and  will  be  commanded  by  Brevet  Major-General  J.  J.  Reynolds.  Head- 
quarters at  Austin,  Tex. 

IV.  The  States  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas  will  constitute  the  Depart- 
ment of  Louisiana.  Brevet  Major-General  L.  H.  Rousseau  is  assigned 
to  the  command.  Headquarters  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Until  the  arrival 
of  General  Rousseau  at  New  Orleans,  Brevet  Major-General  Buchanan 
will  command  the  Department. 

V.  Brevet  Major-General  George  Crook  is  assigned,  according  to  his 
brevet  of  major-general,  to  command  the  Department  of  the  Columbia, 
in  place  of  Rousseau,  relieved. 

VI.  Brevet  Major-General  E.  R.  S.  Canby  is  reassigned  to  command 
the  Department  of  Washington. 

By  command  of  General  Grant:  ^   jy  TOWNSEND 

Assistani  Adjutant- General, 


Under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  by  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  on  the  27tli  day  of  July,  1868,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  customs,  commerce,  and  navigation 
over  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Russia,  to  establish  a  col- 
lection district  therein,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  port  of  Sitka,  in  said 
Territory,  is  hereby  constituted  and  established  as  the  port  of  entry  for 
the  collection  district  of  Alaska  provided  for  by  said  act;  and  under  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  fourth  section  of  said 
act  the  importation  and  use  of  fireanns,  ammunition,  and  distilled  spirits 
into  and  within  the  said  Territory,  or  any  portion  thereof,  except  as  here- 
inafter provided,  is  entirely  prohibited,  under  the  pains  and  penalties 
specified  in  said  last-named  section:  Provided,  however,  That  under  such 
regulations  as  the  vSecretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescril^e,  in  accord- 
ance with  law,  such  articles  may,  in  limited  quantities,  l)e  shipped  coast- 
wise from  United  States  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast  to  said  port  of  Sitka, 
and  to  that  i^ort  only  in  said  Territory,  on  the  shipper  giving  bonds  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  shipment,  conditioned  that  such  articles 
will  on  their  arrival  at  Sitka  be  delivered  to  the  collector  of  customs,  or 
the  person  there  acting  as  such,  to  remain  in  his  poSvSCvSsion  and  under  his 
control  until  sold  or  disposed  of  to  such  persons  as  the  military  or  other 
chief  authority  in  said  Territory'  may  si:>ecially  designate  in  permits  for 
that  purpose  signed  by  himself  or  a  subordinate  duly  authorized  by  him. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  22d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1868, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  ninety-third. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON,  Presidait. 
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Special  Orders,  No.  219. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  12,  1868, 

18.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Brevet  Major-General  I<.  H.  Rous- 
seau, brigadier-general,  commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank  of  major-general.  This 
order  to  take  effect  when  General  Rousseau  assumes  command. 

19.  By  direction  of  the  President,  paragraph  12  of  Special  Orders,  No. 
70,  May  23,  1868,  from  this  oflBce,  assigning  Brevet  Major-General  R.  C. 
Buchanan,  colonel  First  United  States  Infantry,  to  duty  according  to  his 
brevet  rank  of  major-general,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  he  is  hereby  assig^ied 
to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank  of  brigadier-general,  in  order  that 
he  may  command  the  District  of  Louisiana.  This  order  to  take  effect 
when  General  Rousseau  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Loui- 
siana. 

By  command  of  General  Grant:  ^   p   K FT  TON 

Assistant  Adjutant-Ge^ieraL 

General  Orders,  No.  82. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

.   Washiiigton,  October  10,  1868, 

The  following  order  has  been  received  from  the  President,  and  by  his 
direction  is  published  to  the  Anny: 

The  following  provisions  from  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  an  act  of  Congress  prohibiting  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  ser\nce  from  interfering  in  any  general 
or  special  election  in  any  State,  are  published  for  the  information  and  gov- 
ernment of  all  concerned: 

[Extract  from  Article  II,  section  i.  Constitution  of  the  United  States.] 
The  executive  power  shaU  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
He  shaU  hold  his  office  during  the  tertn  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  the  Vice- 
President,  chosen  for  the  same  temi,  be  elected  as  follows: 

Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a 
number  of  electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to 
which  the  State  may  Ik;  entitled  in  the  Congress;  but  no  Senator  or  Representative,  or 
person  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shaU  be  appointed 
an  elector. 

[Rxtract  from  Article  XII,  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.] 
The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  States  and  vote  by  ballot  for  President 
and  Vice-President,  one  of  whom  at  least  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State 
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with  themselves.  They  shall  name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President, 
and  in  distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-President;  and  they  shall  make 
distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice- 
President,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify 
and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then 
be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  l)e  the 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed; 
and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  the  highest  num- 
bers, not  exceeding  three,  on  tlie  list  of  those  voted  for  as  President,  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot,  the  President.  But  in  choosing 
the  President  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  representation  from  each  State 
having  one  vote.  A  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members 
from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
choice.  And  if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President,  whenever 
the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  before  the  4th  day  of  March  next  follow- 
ing, then  the  Vice-President  vshall  act  as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other 
constitutional  disability  of  the  I*resident. 

[Kxtract  from  "An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both 
of  President  and  Vice-President,"  approved  March  i,  1792.] 

vSkc.  I.  />c  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  <i/\  bneriea  in  Congress  assenidted,  That  *  *  *  electors  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  State  for  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-l^esident  of  the  United  States 
*  ^'  •"  in  every  fourth  year  succeeding  the  last  election,  which  electors  shall  be 
equal  to  the  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  several  States 
may  by  law  be  entitled  at  the  time  when  the  President  and  Vice-President  thus  to  be 
cho.sen  should  come  into  office:  Provided  alicays.  That  where  no  apportionment  of 
Representatives  shall  have  been  made  after  any  enumeration  at  the  time  of  choosing 
electors,  then  the  number  of  electors  .shall  be  according  to  the  existing  apix>rtionment 
of  Senators  and  Representatives. 

[**An  act  to  establish  a  ujiiform  time  for  holding  elections  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent in  all  the  States  of  the  Union,"  approved  January  23, 1845.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  tn  Congress  assembled,  That  the  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President 
.shall  be  appointed  in  each  State  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  the 
month  of  Noveml^r  of  the  year  in  which  they  are  to  l)e  appointed:  Provided,  That 
each  State  may  by  law  provide  for  the  filling  of  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  which  may 
occin-  in  its  college  of  electors  when  such  college  meets  to  give  its  electoral  vote: 
And  provided  also,  WTien  any  State  shall  have  held  an  election  for  the  piUT)Ose  of 
choosing  electors,  and  shall  fail  to  make  a  choice  on  the  day  aforesaid,  then  the 
electors  may  be  appointed  on  a  subsequent  day  in  such  manner  as  the  State  shall 
by  law  provide. 

[Kxtracts  from  "An  act  relative  to  the  cltclion  of  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  l>oth 
of  President  and  Vice-President."  approved  March  i,  1792] 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  futiher  enacted.  That  the  electors  shall  meet  and  give  their 
votes  on  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  Decemlxfr,  at  such  place  in  each  State  as  shall  l)e 
directed  by  the  legislature  thereof;  and  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  make  and  sign 
three  certificates  of  all  the  votes  by  them  given,  and  shall  seal  up  the  siinie,  certifying 
on  each  that  a  list  of  the  votes  of  .such  State  for  President  and  \'ice-President  is 
contained  therein,  and  shall,  by  writing  under  their  hands  or  under  the  hands  of  a 
majority  of  them,  app>oint  a  penson  to  take  charge  of  and  deliver  to  the  President 
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of  the  Senate,  at  the  seat  of  Govcnuncnt,  before  the  first  Wednesiiay  in  Januan^  thett 
next  ensuing,  one  of  the  said  certificates;  and  the  said  electors  shall  fortliwith  forwiird 
by  the  post-ulTlce  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  at  the  seat  of  Govertnnent,  one  other 
of  the  said  certificates,  and  shall  forthwith  cause  the  otlier  of  the  said  certificates  to 
Ije  delivere^l  to  the  judge  of  that  lUstrict  in  which  the  said  electors  shall  assemble. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  furUtci'  cnack'ti.  That  the  executive  autliority  of  each  State  shall 
cause  three  lists  of  the  names  of  the  electors  of  such  State  to  be  made  and  certified, 
and  to  Ixf  delivered  to  the  electors  on  or  Wfore  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  Decemlier, 
and  the  siiid  electors  shall  annex  one  of  the  said  lists  to  each  of  the  lists  of  their  votes. 

Sec*  4.  .hid  ht'  it  further  entuitd.  That  if  a  list  of  votes  from  any  State  shall  Tiot 
have  been  rec^.4ved  at  the  seat  of  Goveninient  on  the  said  first  Wednesiiay  in  January, 
that  tlien  the  Secretary*  of  State  shall  send  a  special  messenger  to  tlie  district  judge 
in  whose  custody  such  list  shall  have  been  lodged,  who  shall  forthwith  transmit  the 
same  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

Skc,  5.  Aftif  be  it  further  ertaeted,  That  Congress  shall  he  in  session  on  the  second 
Wedncsda)'  in  I'ebrnarv',  1793,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February  succeeding" 
ever)*  meeting  of  the  electors ^  and  the  said  certificates,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall 
have  l>een  receivedi  shall  then  l>e  opened,  the  votes  counte<l,  and  the  persons  who 
shall  fill  the  oflices  of  lYesident  and  Vice-President  ascertained  and  declared  agree- 
ably to  the  Constitution. 

Skc*  6.  And  be  tt  Juriher  enacted.  That  in  case  there  shall  l>e  no  President  of  the 
Senate  at  the  seat  of  Government  on  the  arrival  of  the  perscnis  intrusted  with  tlte  list 
of  the  votes  of  the  electors,  tlien  such  i>ersons  shall  deliver  the  lists  of  votes  in  their 
custmly  into  the  office  cjf  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  saftly  kept  and  delivered  over 
as  soon  as  may  lie  to  tlie  President  of  tile  Senate. 

*  *  »^  '*  *  «r  ♦ 

SKC.  8.  And  he  it  furtlier  emu  ted,  That  if  any  perstni  appointed  to  deliver  the 
votes  of  the  electors  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  after  accepting  of  his  ap- 
pointmentt  neglect  to  perform  the  services  required  of  him  by  tills  act,  he  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  ^i.ooo, 

[Hxtract  from  *'An  act  nmkitiR  coriripeosalioii  to  tlic  jiersons  appoititrd  by  tlie  etccton*  to  deliver 
the  votes  fer  l*residciu  and  Vice  Trtrsi dent.'  approved  Febniar>'  li,  1825.! 

Be  a  enacied  by  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Cons^ress  assembled.  That  the  person  appointed  by  the  electors  U\  deliver 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  votes  for  FYesident  and  Vice-President  shall 
be  allowed,  on  delivcrv  of  said  list,  25  cents  for  ever)-  mile  of  the  estimated  distance 
by  the  nic>st  usual  route  from  the  place  of  meeting  of  tlie  electors  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of  the  l'nite<l  States,  going  and  returning. 

fKxlnct  from  *'Aii  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  Ihc  t*iiitcd 
titatt*s,  und  declaring  the  officer  wli*jf  shall  act  as  Prtsidcnl  in  case  of  %'acanctes  iu  the  offices  both 
of  Prcsideul  aod  Vice- ITcsidcnl,"  approved  March  i»  179^  ] 

Skc,  12,  A  fid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  term  of  four  years  for  which  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  shall  be  electetl  shall  in  all  cases  commence  on  the  4tli  day 
of  March  next  succeeding  the  day  on  which  the  votes  of  the  electors  shall  have  been 
gi%'en. 

t"Aii  act  to  pteveiit  oHicers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  otlaer  persons  engaged  in  the  militarj-  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  from  interfering  in  clcclions  in  the  Slates,"  approved  Febru- 
ary ?5. 1865.1 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ilonse  of  A\presentatives  of  the  (-nited  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assemided.  That  it  shall  not  lje  lawful  for  any  mtlitar\'  or  naval 
officer  of  the  Tniteil  States,  or  other  person  enjijajfed  in  the  civil,  military,  ur  naval 
service  of  U;e  United  States,  to  order,  bring,  k.^ep,  or  Iilivc  under  his  authority  or 
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control  any  troops  or  armed  men  at  tlie  place  where  any  general  or  special  election 
is  held  in  any  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  unless  it  shall  be  necessary  to 
repel  the  anned  enemies  of  the  United  States  or  to  keep  the  peace  at  the  polls.  And 
that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States 
to  prescribe  or  fix,  or  attempt  to  prescribe  or  fix,  by  proclamation,  order,  or  otherwise, 
the  qualifications  of  voters  in  any  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  in  any 
manner  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  any  election  in  any  State  or  with  the  exercise 
of  the  free  right  of  suffrage  in  any  State  of  the  United  States.  Any  officer  of  the  Army 
or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person  engaged  in  the  civil,  military,  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  who  violates  this  section  of  this  act  shall  for  every  such 
offense  be  liable  to  indictment  as  for  a  misdemeanor  in  any  court  of  tlie  Ignited  States 
having  jurisdiction  to  hear,  try,  and  detenninc  cases  of  misdemeanor,  and  on  convic- 
tion tliereof  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  I5.000  and  suffer  imprisonment  in  the  peni- 
tentiary not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  five  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court  trying  the  same;  and  any  person  convicted  as  aforesaid  shall,  moreover,  be 
disqualified  from  holding  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust  under  the  Government 
of  the  United  States:  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  prevent  any  officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines  from  exercising  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  any  election  district  to  which  he  may  belong,  if  otherwise  qualified  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  shall  offer  to  vote. 

Skc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  any  officer  or  person  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  who  shall  order  or  advise, or  who  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  force,  threat,  menace,  intimidation,  or  otherwise,  prevent  or  attempt  to 
prevent  any  (lualified  voter  of  any  State  of  the  United  States  of  America  from  freely 
exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  at  any  general  or  special  election  in  any  State  of  the 
United  States,  or  who  shall  in  like  manner  compel  or  attempt  to  compel  any  officer 
of  an  election  in  any  such  State  to  receive  a  vote  from  a  person  not  legally  qualified 
to  vote,  or  who  shall  impose  or  attempt  to  impose  any  rules  or  regulations  for  con- 
ducting such  election  different  from  those  prescribed  by  law,  or  interfere  in  any  man- 
ner with  any  officer  of  said  election  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  shall  for  any  such 
offense  be  liable  to  indictment  as  for  a  misdemeanor  in  any  court  of  the  United  States 
having  jurisdiction  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  cases  of  misdemeanor,  and  on  convic- 
tion thereof  shall  pay  a  fine  of  not  exceeding  fc.ooo  and  suffer  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary  not  exceeding  five  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  trying  the  same; 
and  any  person  convicted  as  aforesaid  shall,  moreover,  be  disqualified  from  holding 
any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

By  command  of  General  Grant:  ^   j^  TOWNSEND 

Assistant  Adjtitayit- General, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  November  /,  1868, 
By  direction  of  the  President,  Brevet  Major-Oeneral  E.  R.  S.  Canby  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Fifth  Military  District,  created 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1867,  and  of  the  Military  Department 
of  Texas,  consisting  of  the  State  of  Texas.  He  will,  without  imnecessar\^ 
delay,  tuni  over  his  present  command  to  the  next  officer  in  rank  and 
proceed  to  the  command  to  which  he  is  hereby  assigned,  and  on  assum- 
ing the  same  wall,  when  necessary  to  a  faithful  execution  of  the  laws, 
exercise  any  and  all  powers  conferred  by  acts  of  Congress  upon  district 
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commanders  and  any  and  all  authority  pertaining  to  officers  in  command 
of  military  departments. 

Brevet  Major-General  J.J.  Reynolds  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  Fifth  Military  District, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Secreiary  of  War, 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  December  ^,  iSfn^. 
"^  Feiiaw-Ciii^cfis  of  ike  Sifiatc  and  House  of  Rcfin'satiati'i^es: 

Upon  the  reassembling  of  Congress  it  again  l:>econies  my  duty  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  state  of  the  Union  and  to  its  continued  disorganized 
condition  inider  the  various  laws  whidi  have  been  passed  ii|X)u  the  subject 
of  reconstruction. 

It  may  be  safely  assumed  as  an  axiom  in  the  go\'eniment  of  states  that 
the  greatest  A\Tongs  inflicted  upon  a  people  are  caused  by  unjust  and 
arbitrary  legislation,  or  by  the  unrelenting  decrees  of  despotic  rulers, 
and  that  the  timel>'  revocation  of  injurious  and  oppressive  measures  is 
the  greatest  good  that  can  l>e  conferred  upon  a  nation.  The  legislator 
or  mler  who  has  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  to  retrace  his  steps  when 
convinced  of  error  will  sooner  or  later  be  rewarded  with  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  an  intelligent  and  patriotic  people. 

Our  own  history,  although  embracing  a  period  less  than  a  century, 
affords  abundant  proof  tliat  most,  if  not  all,  of  our  domestic  troubles  are 
directly  traceable  to  violations  of  the  organic  law  and  excessive  legisla- 
tion.  The  most  striking  illustrations  of  this  fact  are  furnished  by  the 
enactments  of  the  past  three  years  upon  the  question  of  reconstruction. 
After  a  fair  trial  they  have  sulistantially  failed  and  proved  pernicious 
in  their  results,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  they  should 
longer  remain  upon  the  statute  book.  States  to  w^hich  the  Constitution 
guarantees  a  republican  form  of  government  liave  been  reduced  to  mili- 
tar>^  dependencies,  in  each  of  which  the  people  have  lieen  made  subject 
to  the  arbitrar>'  will  of  the  commanding  general.  Although  the  Consti- 
tution requires  that  each  State  shall  be  represented  in  Congress,  Virginia, 
Mississippi,  and  Texas  are  yet  excluded  from  the  two  Houses,  and,  con- 
trary' to  the  express  pro\asions  of  that  instrument,  were  denied  participa- 
tion in  the  recent  election  for  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States.  The  attempt  to  place  the  white  population  under  the  tlomination 
of  persons  of  color  in  the  South  has  impaired,  if  not  destroyed,  tire  kindly 
relations  that  had  previously  existed  between  them;  and  nnittial  distrust 
has  engendered  a  feeling  of  animosity  wliicli.  leading  in  some  tnstauceii  to 
coLUsiion  and  bloodshed,  has  prevented  that  cooperation  between  the  two 
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races  so  essential  to  the  success  of  industrial  enterprise  in  the  Southern 
States.  Nor  have  the  inhabitants  of  those  States  alone  suffered  from  the 
disturbed  condition  of  affairs  growing  out  of  these  Congressional  enact- 
ments. The  entire  Union  has  l)een  agitated  by  grave  apprehensions  of 
troubles  which  might  again  involve  the  peace  of  the  nation ;  its  interests 
have  been  injuriously  affected  by  the  derangement  of  business  and  labor, 
and  the  consequent  want  of  prosperity  throughout  that  portion  of  the 
countr>'. 

The  Federal  Constitution — the  magna  charta  of  American  rights,  under 
whose  wise  and  salutary  provisions  we  have  successfully  conducted  all  our 
domestic  and  foreign  affairs,  sustained  ourselves  in  peace  and  in  war,  and 
become  a  great  nation  among  the  powers  of  the  earth — must  assuredly  be 
now  adequate  to  the  settlement  of  questions  growing  out  of  the  ci\41  war, 
wage<l  alone  for  its  vindication.  This  great  fact  is  made  most  manifest 
by  the  condition  of  the  country  when  Congress  assembled  in  the  month 
of  Deceml>er,  1865.  Civil  strife  had  ceased,  the  spirit  of  rebellion  had 
spent  its  entire  force,  in  the  Southern  States  the  people  had  warmed  into 
national  life,  and  throughout  the  whole  country  a  healthy  reaction  in 
public  sentiment  had  taken  place.  By  the  application  of  the  simple  yet 
effective  provisions  of  the  Constitution  the  executive  department,  with 
the  voluntary  aid  of  the  States,  had  brought  the  work  of  restoration  as 
near  completion  as  was  within  the  scope  of  its  authority,  and  the  nation 
was  encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  an  early  and  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  all  its  difficulties.  Congress,  however,  interx^ened,  and,  refusing  to 
perfect  the  work  so  nearly  consummated,  declined  to  admit  members  from 
the  unrepresented  States,  adopted  a  series  of  measures  which  arrested  the 
progress  of  restoration,  frustrated  all  that  had  been  so  successfully  accom- 
plished, and,  after  three  years  of  agitation  and  strife,  has  left  the  country 
further  from  the  attainment  of  union  and  fraternal  feeling  than  at  the 
inception  of  the  Congressional  plan  of  reconstruction.  It  needs  no  argu- 
ment to  show  that  legislation  which  has  produced  such  baneful  conse- 
quences should  be  abrogated,  or  else  made  to  conform  to  the  genuine 
principles  of  republican  government. 

Under  the  influence  of  party  passion  and  sectional  prejudice,  other 
acts  have  l>cen  passed  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution.  Congress  has 
already  l)een  made  familiar  with  my  views  respecting  the  "  tenure-of- 
office  bill."  Experience  has  proved  that  its  repeal  is  demanded  by 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  that  while  it  remains  in  force  the 
President  can  not  enjoin  that  rigid  accountability  of  public  officers  so 
essential  to  an  honest  and  efficient  execution  of  the  laws.  Its  revoca- 
tion would  enable  the  executive  department  to  exercise  the  i)<)wer  of 
ap|x)intment  and  removal  in  accordance  with  the  original  design  of  the 
Federal  Constitution. 

The  act  of  March  2,  1S67,  making  appropriations  for  the  supi>ort  of  the 
Army  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1868,  and  for  other  purposes,  contains 
M  P-voi.  VI -43 
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pro\dsions  which  interfere  with  the  President's  constitutional  function 
as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  deny  to  States  of  the  Union  th 
right  to  protect  themselves  by  means  of  their  own  militia.  These  pre 
visions  should  be  at  once  annulled;  for  while  the  first  might,  in  times  c 
great  emergency,  seriously  embarrass  the  Executive  in  efforts  to  emplo 
and  direct  the  common  strength  of  the  nation  for  its  protection  and  pre 
ervation,  the  other  is  contrary  to  the  express  declaration  of  the  Const 
tution  that  ' '  a  well-regulated  militia  being  necessar>-  to  the  security  < 
a  free  state,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  t 
infringed." 

It  is  believed  that  the  repeal  of  all  such  laws  would  be  accepted  by  th 
American  people  as  at  least  a  partial  return  to  the  fundamental  principle 
of  the  Government,  and  an  indication  that  hereafter  the  Constitution  is  t 
be  made  the  nation's  safe  and  unerring  guide.  They  can  be  producti\ 
of  no  permanent  benefit  to  the  country,  and  should  not  be  permitted  t 
stand  as  so  many  monuments  of  the  deficient  wnsdom  which  has  charactei 
ized  our  recent  legislation. 

The  condition  of  our  finances  demands  the  early  and  earnest  considen 
tion  of  Congress.  Compared  with  the  growth  of  our  population,  the  pul 
lie  expenditures  have  reached  an  amount  unprecedented  in  our  history. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  in  1790  was  nearly  4,000,0c 
people.  Increasing  each  decade  about  33  per  cent,  it  reached  in  186 
31,000,000,  an  increase  of  700  per  cent  on  the  population  in  1790.  I 
1869  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  reach  38,000,000,  or  an  increase  of  86 
per  cent  in  seventy-nine  years. 

The  annual  expenditures  of  the  Federal  Government  in  1791  wei 
$4,200,000;  in  1820,  $18,200,000;  in  1850,  forty-one  millions;  in  i86< 
sixty-three  millions;  in  1865,  nearly  thirteen  hundred  millions;  and  i 
1869  it  is  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last  annw 
report,  that  they  will  l)e  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  millions. 

By  comparing  the  public  disbursements  of  1869,  as  estimated,  wit 
those  of  1 79 1,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  of  expenditure  since  th 
b?^inning  of  the  Government  has  been  8,618  per  cent,  while  the  increas 
of  the  population  for  the  same  period  was  only  868  per  cent.  Agaii 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  in  i860,  the  year  of  peace  immediatel 
preceding  the  war,  were  only  sixty-three  millions,  while  in  1869,  th 
year  of  peace  three  years  after  the  war,  it  is  estimated  they  will  be  tlirc 
hundred  and  seventy-two  millions,  an  increase  of  489  per  cent,  while  th 
increase  of  population  was  only  21  per  cent  for  the  same  period. 

These  statistics  further  show  that  in  1791  the  annual  national  expense 
conij>ared  with  the  population,  were  little  more  than  $1  per  capita,  an 
in  i860  but  $2  per  capita;  while  in  1869  they  will  reach  the  extravagar 
sum  of  S9.78  per  capita. 

It  will  Ix?  observed  that  all  thCvSe  statements  refer  to  and  exhibit  th 
disbursements  of  peace  periods.    It  may,  therefore,  be  of  interest  to  con 
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pare  the  expenditures  of  the  three  war  periods — the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  Mexican  War,  and  the  War  of  the  RebelUon. 

In  18 14  the  annual  expenses  incident  to  the  War  of  181 2  reached  their 
highest  amount — about  thirty-one  miUions — while  our  population  slightly 
exceeded  8,000,000,  showing  an  expenditure  of  only  $3.80  per  capita. 
In  1847  the  expenditures  growing  out  of  the  war  with  Mexico  reached 
fifty-five  millions,  and  the  population  about  21 ,000,000,  giving  only  $2.60 
per  capita  for  the  war  expenses  of  that  year.  In  1865  the  expenditures 
called  for  by  the  rebellion  reached  the  vast  amount  of  twelve  hundred 
and  ninety  millions,  which,  compared  with  a  population  of  34,000,000, 
gives  $38.20  per  capita. 

From  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  to  the  30th  of  June,  1861,  the  entire 
expenditures  of  the  Government  were  $1,700,000,000.  During  that  pe- 
riod we  were  engaged  in  wars  with  Great  Britain  and  Mexico,  and  were 
involved  in  hostilities  with  powerful  Indian  tribes;  Louisiana  was  pur- 
chased from  France  at  a  cost  of  $15,000,000;  Florida  was  ceded  to  us 
by  Spain  for  five  millions;  California  was  acquired  from  Mexico  for 
fifteen  millions,  and  the  territory  of  New  Mexico  was  obtained  from 
Texas  for  the  sum  of  ten  millions.  Early  in  186 1  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion commenced;  and  from  the  ist  of  July  of  that  year  to  the  30th  of 
June,  1865,  the  public  expenditures  reached  the  enormous  aggregate  of 
thirty- three  hundred  millions.  Three  years  of  peace  have  intervened, 
and  during  that  time  the  disbursements  of  the  Government  have  succes- 
sively been  five  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  three  hundred  and  forty-six 
millions,  and  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  millions.  Adding  to  these 
amounts  three  hundred  and  seventy -two  millions,  estimated  as  necessary 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1869,  we  obtain  a  total  expend- 
iture of  $1 ,600,000,000  during  the  four  years  immediately  succeeding  the 
war,  or  nearly  as  much  as  was  expended  during  the  seventy-two  years 
that  preceded  the  rebellion  and  embraced  the  extraordinary  expenditures 
already  named. 

These  startling  facts  clearly  illustrate  the  necessity  of  retrenchment  in 
all  branches  of  the  public  service.  Abuses  which  were  tolerated  during 
the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  nation  will  not  be  endured  by  the 
people,  now  that  profound  peace  prevails.  The  receipts  from  internal 
revenues  and  customs  have  during  the  past  three  years  gradually  dimin- 
ished, and  the  continuance  of  useless  and  extravagant  expenditures  will 
involve  us  in  national  bankruptcy,  or  else  make  inevitable  an  increase  of 
taxes,  already  too  onerous  and  in  many  respects  obnoxious  on  account 
of  their  inquisitorial  character.  One  hundred  millions  annually  are  ex- 
pended for  the  military  force,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  employed  in  the 
execution  of  laws  both  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional;  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  are  required  each  year  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt;  an  army  of  taxgatherers  impoverishes  the  nation,  and  public  agents, 
placed  by  Congress  beyond  the  control  of  the  Executive,  divert  from  their 
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legitimate  purposes  large  sums  of  money  wkich  tliey  collect  from  the 
people  in  the  name  of  the  Onerument*  Judicious  legislation  and  prudent 
economy  can  alone  remedy  defects  and  avert  evils  which,  if  suffered  to 
exist,  can  xiot  fail  to  diniiiiisli  confidence  in  the  public  councils  and 
weaken  tlie  attachment  and  respect  of  tlie  people  toward  their  jiolitical 
instilutious.  Without  proj>er  care  the  small  balance  wlu'cli  it  is  estimated 
will  remain  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year  will  not 
be  realized,  and  additional  millions  be  added  to  a  debt  which  is  now  enu- 
merated by  billions. 

It  is  showTi  by  tlie  able  and  comprehensive  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  that  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1868, 
were  $405,658,083,  and  that  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were 
$377,340,284,  leaving  in  the  Treasur>^  a  surplus  of  $28,297,798,  It  is 
estimated  that  the  receipts  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  ending  June  30, 
1869,  will  Ijc  $341 ,392,868  and  the  expenditureii  $336,152,470,  showing 
a  small  balance  of  $5,240,398  in  favor  of  the  Government*  For  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1S70,  it  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  will  amount 
to  $327,000,000  and  the  expenditures  to  $303,000,000,  leaving  an  esti- 
mated surplus  of  $24,000^000, 

It  Ijecomes  proper  in  this  connection  to  make  a  l>rief  reference  to  our 
public  indebtedness,  which  has  accumulated  with  such  alarming  rapidity 
and  assumed  such  colossal  proportions. 

In  1 7 89,  when  the  Government  commenced  oj^erations  under  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  it  was  burdeiied  with  an  indetttedness  of  $75,000,000,' 
created  dnring  tbe  War  of  the  Revolution.  This  amount  had  been 
reduced  to  $45,000,000  wdien,  in  181 2,  war  was  declared  against  Great 
Britain.  Tbe  three  years'  struggle  that  ft »1  lowed  largely  increased  the  na* 
tional  obligations,  and  in  1S16  they  had  attained  the  sum  of  $i27,ooo»ooo. 
Wise  and  economical  legislation,  iKnvever,  enabled  the  Government  to 
pay  the  entire  amount  within  a  j>eri«1  of  twenty  years,  and  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  national  debt  filled  the  land  wnth  rejoicing  and  was 
one  of  the  great  events  of  President  Jackson's  Administration.  After  its 
redemption  a  large  fund  remained  in  the  Treasur>%  which  was  deposited 
for  safe- keeping  w*ith  the  several  States,  on  condition  that  it  should  be 
returned  when  required  by  the  pul>lic  wants.  In  1849^ — the  year  after 
the  termination  of  an  expeusi\e  war  witb  Mexico^ — we  found  ourselves 
involved  in  a  debt  of  $64,000,000;  and  this  was  the  amount  owed  by  the 
Government  in  i860,  just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion.  In  the 
spring  of  1 86 1  our  civil  war  commenced.  Each  year  of  its  continuance 
made  an  enormous  addition  to  the  debt;  and  when,  in  the  spring  of  1S65, 
the  nation  successfully  emerged  from  tlie  conflict,  the  obligations  of  t 
Government  had  reached  the  immense  sum  of  $2,873,992,909,  Thrf 
Secretary'  of  the  Treasur>^  shows  that  on  the  ist  day  of  November,  1867, 
this  amount  had  l»een  reduced  to  $2,491,504,450;  but  at  the  same  time 
his  reix>rt  exhibits  an  increase   during  the  past  year  of  $35,625,102, 
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for  the  debt  on  tbe  ist  day  of  November  last  is  stated  to  have  been 
$2,527,129,552.  It  is  estimated  by  the  Secretary  that  the  returns  for 
the  past  month  v^-ill  add  to  our  Haljilities  the  furtlicr  sum  of  $1 1,000,000, 
inakinof  a  total  increase  during  thirteen  months  of  $46,500,000. 

In  my  message  to  Congress  Decemlier  4»  1865,  it  was  su^Rested  that  a 
policy  should  l>e  devised  which,  without  being  cippre5isive  to  the  people, 
would  at  once  begin  to  effect  a  reduction  of  the  debt,  and,  if  persisted  in, 
discharge  it  fully  within  a  definite  number  of  years.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  forcibly  recommends  legislation  of  this  character,  and  justly 
urges  that  the  longer  it  is  deferred  the  more  difficult  must  Ixrcome  its 
accomplishment.  We  should  follow  the  wise  precedents  establishetl  in 
1789  and  1S16,  and  without  further  delay  make  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  our  obligations  at  as  early  a  period  as  may  be  practicable.  The 
fruits  of  their  labors  should  be  enjoyed  by  our  citizens  rather  than  used 
to  build  up  and  sustain  moneyed  monopKdies  in  our  own  and  other  lauds. 
Our  foreign  debt  is  already  computed  by  the  Secretar>^  of  the  Treasury 
at  $H5o,(X)o,ooo;  citizens  of  foreign  countries  receive  interest  upon  a 
large  portion  of  our  securities,  and  American  taxpayers  are  made  to  con- 
tribute large  .sums  for  their  support.  The  idea  that  such  a  debt  is  to 
Ijec^nne  permanent  should  be  at  all  times  discarded  as  involving  taxation 
lfx>  lieavy  to  h>e  Ixirue.  and  payment  once  in  every  sixteen  years,  at  the 
present  rate  of  interest,  of  an  amount  equal  to  the  original  sum.  This 
vast  debt,  if  jiermitted  to  become  permanent  and  increasing,  must  even- 
tually be  gatiiered  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  enal)le  them  to  exert  a 
dangerous  and  controlling  power  in  the  affairs  of  the  Government.  The 
fxjrrowers  would  H-come  ser\*ants  to  the  lenders,  the  lenders  the  masters 
of  the  people.  We  now  pride  ourselves  upou  having  given  freedom  to 
4,000,000  of  the  ajlored  race;  it  wnll  then  l>e  our  shame  that  40,000,000 
of  people,  by  their  own  toleration  of  usurpation  and  profligacy,  have 
suffered  themselves  to  Ijecome  enslaved,  and  merely  exchanged  slave 
owners  for  new  taskmasters  in  the  shape  of  bondholders  and  taxgath- 
erers.  Besides,  permanent  debts  pertain  to  luonarchical  governments, 
and,  tending  to  mouoixilies,  perpetuities,  and  class  legislation,  are  totally 
irrecnucilable  with  free  institutions.  Introduced  into  our  republican 
system,  they  woidd  gradually  but  surely  sap  its  foundations,  eventually 
subvert  our  governmental  fabric,  and  erect  upon  its  ruins  a  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy. It  is  our  sacred  duty  to  transmit  unimpaired  to  our  iKJSterity 
the  blessings  of  liberty  which  were  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  founders 
of  the  Repul>lic,  and  by  our  example  teach  those  who  are  to  follow  us 
carefully  to  avoid  the  dangers  which  threaten  a  free  and  independent 
people. 

Various  plans  have  been  pro|x>sed  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
However  they  may  have  varied  as  to  the  time  and  mode  in  which  it 
should  be  redeemed,  there  seems  to  be  a  general  concurrence  as  to  the 
propriety  and  justness  of  a  reduction  in  the  present  rate  of  interest.    The 


678  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report  recommends  5  per  cent;  Coi 
gress,  in  a  bill  passed  prior  to  adjournment  on  the  27th  of  July  las 
agreed  upon  4  and  45^  per  cent;  while  by  many  3  per  cent  has  been  he 
to  be  an  amply  sufficient  return  for  the  investment.  The  general  in 
pression  as  to  the  exorbitancy  of  the  existing  rate  of  interest  has  led  1 
an  inquiry  in  the  public  mind  respecting  the  consideration  which  tl 
Government  has  actually  received  for  its  bonds,  and  the  conclusion 
becoming  prevalent  that  the  amount  which  it  obtained  was  in  real  mom 
three  or  four  hundred  per  cent  less  than  the  obligations  which  it  issut 
in  return.  It  can  not  be  denied  that  we  are  paying  an  extravagant  pe 
centage  for  the  use  of  the  money  borrowed,  which  was  paper  currenc 
greatly  depreciated  below  the  value  of  coin.  This  fact  is  made  apparei 
when  we  consider  that  bondholders  receive  from  the  Treasury  upon  eac 
dollar  they  own  in  Government  securities  6  per  cent  in  gold,  which 
nearly  or  quite  equal  to  9  per  cent  in  currency;  that  the  bonds  are  the 
converted  into  capital  for  the  national  banks,  upon  which  those  institi 
tions  issue  their  circulation,  bearing  6  per  cent  interest;  and  that  the 
are  exempt  from  taxation  by  the  Government  and  the  States,  and  therel 
enhanced  2  per  cent  in  the  hands  of  the  holders.  We  thus  have  an  aggr 
gate  of  1 7  per  cent  which  may  be  received  upon  each  dollar  by  the  owi 
ers  of  Government  securities.  A  system  that  produces  such  results 
justly  regarded  as  favoring  a  few  at  the  expen.se  of  the  many,  and  hj 
led  to  the  further  inquiry  whether  our  bondholders,  in  view  of  the  larj 
profits  which  they  have  enjoyed,  would  themselves  be  averse  to  a  se 
tlement  of  our  indebtedness  upon  a  plan  which  would  yield  them  a  fa 
remuneration  and  at  the  same  time  be  just  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  natioi 
Our  national  credit  should  l^e  sacredly  observ^ed,  but  in  making  provisic 
for  our  creditors  we  should  not  forget  what  is  due  to  the  masses  of  tl 
people.  It  may  be  assumed  that  the  holders  of  our  securities  have  alreac 
received  upon  their  bonds  a  larger  amount  than  their  original  investmen 
measured  by  a  gold  standard.  Upon  this  statement  of  facts  it  wou! 
.seem  but  just  and  equitable  that  the  6  per  cent  interest  now  paid  hy  tl 
Government  should  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  principal  in  sem 
annual  installments,  which  in  sixteen  years  and  eight  months  wou 
liquidate  the  entire  national  debt.  Six  per  cent  in  gold  w^ould  at  presei 
rates  Ix?  equal  to  9  per  cent  in  currency,  and  equivalent  to  the  pay  me: 
of  the  debt  one  and  a  half  times  in  a  fraction  less  than  seventeen  year 
This,  in  connection  with  all  the  other  advantages  derived  from  the 
investment,  would  afford  to  the  ]niblic  creditors  a  fair  and  liberal  compe 
sation  for  the  u.se  of  their  capital,  and  with  this  they  should  be  satisfie 
The  lessons  of  the  past  admonish  the  lender  that  it  is  not  w^ell  to  be  eve 
anxious  in  exacting  from  the  borrower  rigid  compliance  with  the  lett 
of  the  bond. 

If  provision  1^  made  for  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Gover 
ment  in  the  manner  suggested,  our  nation  will  rapidly  recover  its  wont< 
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prosperity.  Its  interests  require  that  some  measure  should  he  taken  to 
release  the  large  aniouot  of  capital  invested  in  the  securities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  ia  not  now  merely  uuprcKluctive,  hut  in  taxation  annually 
consumes  $150,000,000,  which  would  otherwise  be  used  by  our  enterpris- 
ing people  in  adding  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Our  commerce,  which 
at  one  time  successfully  rivaled  that  of  the  great  maritime  powers,  has 
rapidly  diminished,  and  our  industrial  interests  are  in  a  depressed  and 
langiiisliiug  condition.  The  development  of  our  inexhaustible  resources 
is  checked,  and  the  fertde  fields  of  the  South  are  becunnng  waste  for 
want  of  means  to  till  them.  With  the  release  of  capital,  new  life  would 
he  infused  into  the  paralyzed  energies  of  onr  ^x^ople  and  activity  and  \igor 
imparted  to  every  branch  of  industry.  Our  people  need  encouragement 
in  their  efforts  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  rehelHon  and  of  injudi- 
cious legislation,  and  it  should  be  tlie  aim  of  tlie  Government  to  stimulate 
them  by  the  prospect  of  an  early  release  from  the  burdens  which  impede 
their  prosperity.  If  we  can  not  take  the  burdens  from  their  shoulders, 
we  should  at  least  manifest  a  willingness  to  help  to  bear  them. 

In  referring  to  the  condition  of  the  circulating  medium,  I  shall  merely 
reiterate  sul)stantially  that  portion  of  my  last  annual  message  which  relates 
to  that  subject. 

The  proportion  which  the  currency  of  any  coiuitry  shotdd  bear  to  the 
whole  vahie  of  the  annual  produce  circulated  by  its  means  is  a  question 
upon  wdiich  political  economists  have  not  agreed.  Nor  can  it  be  con- 
trolled by  legislation,  but  must  be  left  to  the  irrevocable  laws  which 
everywhere  regulate  commerce  and  trade.  The  circulating  medium  will 
ever  irresistibly  flow  to  those  points  where  it  is  in  greatest  demand.  The 
law  of  demand  and  supply  is  as  unerring  as  that  which  regulates  the 
tides  of  the  ocean;  and,  indeed,  currency,  like  the  tides,  has  its  ebbs  and 
flows  throughout  the  commercial  world. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  rel^elliou  tlie  bank-note  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try amounted  to  not  much  more  than  $200,000,000;  now  the  circulation 
of  uatiouahbauk  notes  and  those  known  as  '* legal- tenders*'  is  nearly 
seven  hundred  millions.  While  it  is  urged  by  some  that  tliis  amount 
should  be  increased,  others  contend  that  a  decided  reduction  is  absolutely 
essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  countr>\  In  view  of  these  diverse 
opinions,  it  may  be  well  to  ascertain  the  real  value  of  our  paper  issues 
when  compared  with  a  metallic  or  convertible  currency.  For  this  pur- 
jjose  let  us  iufpiire  how  much  gold  and  silver  could  be  purchased  by  the 
seven  hundred  millions  of  paper  money  now  in  circulation.  Probably 
not  more  than  half  the  amonnt  of  the  latter;  showing  that  wdien  our 
pajxT  currency  is  compared  with  gold  and  silver  its  commercial  value  is 
compressed  into  three  hundred  and  fifty  miUions.  This  striking  fact 
makes  it  the  obvious  duty  of  the  Government,  as  early  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  the  principles  of  sound  political  economy,  to  take  such  measures 
as  will  enable  the  holders  of  its  notes  and  those  of  the  national  banks  to 
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convert  them,  withoitt  loss,  into  specie  or  its  eqiiivalent.  A  reduction 
of  our  paper  circulating  medium  need  not  necessarily  follow.  This,  how* 
ever,  would  depend  upon  the  law  of  demand  and  supply,  though  it  should 
belx>rne  in  mind  that  by  making  legal-tender  and  Imnk  notes  convertible 
into  coin  or  its  equivalent  their  present  specie  value  in  the  hands  of  the*r 
holders  would  be  enhanced  loo  jx^r  cent. 

lyegislation  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  result  so  desirable  is  demanded 
by  the  highest  public  considerations.  The  Const ittit ion  contemplates 
that  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  shall  l>e  miiform  in  quuHty 
and  value.  At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  that  instrument  the  country 
had  just  emerged  from  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  suffering  from 
the  cflects  of  a  redundant  and  worthless  paper  currency.  The  sages  of 
that  period  were  anxious  to  protect  their  posterity  from  the  evils  which 
they  themselves  had  experienced.  Hence  in  providing  a  circulating  me- 
dium they  conferred  upon  Congress  the  power  to  coin  money  and  regulate 
the  value  thereof,  at  the  same  time  prohibiting  the  vStates  from  making 
anything  but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  pa>nient  of  debts. 

The  anomalous  condition  of  our  currency  is  in  striking  contrast  with 
that  which  was  originally  designed.  Our  circulation  now  embraces,  first, 
notes  of  the  national  banks,  which  are  made  receivable  for  all  dues  lo  the 
Government,  excluding  imposts,  and  by  all  its  creditors,  excepting  in 
payment  of  interest  upon  its  bonds  and  the  securities  themselves;  second, 
legal  tender,  issued  by  the  United  vStates,  and  winch  the  law  requires  shall 
be  received  as  well  in  payment  of  all  del>ts  Ix^tween  citizens  as  of  all 
Government  dues,  excepting  imposts;  and.  third,  gold  and  silver  coin. 
By  the  ojx-ration  of  our  present  system  of  fi nance  Jiowever,  the  metallic 
currency,  when  collected,  is  resented  only  for  one  class  of  Government  cred- 
itors, who,  holding  its  bonds,  semiannually  receive  their  interest  in  coin 
from  the  National  Treasury.  There  is  no  reason  which  will  be  accepted 
as  satisfactory  by  the  people  why  those  who  defend  its  on  the  laiid  and 
protect  us  on  the  sea;  the  i>ensiotier  upon  the  gratitude  of  the  nation, 
bearing  the  scars  and  wounds  received  while  in  its  sen-ice;  the  public 
sen-ants  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Go%ennnent;  the  farmer  who 
supplies  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  and  the  sailors  of  the  Navy;  the  artisan 
who  toils  in  the  nation's  workshops,  or  the  mechanics  and  laburers  who 
build  its  edifices  and  construct  its  forts  and  vessels  of  war,  should,  in  pay- 
nient  of  their  just  and  hard-earned  dues,  receive  depreciated  paper,  while 
another  class  of  their  conn tiy men,  no  more  desemng,  are  paid  in  coin  of 
gold  and  silver.  lujual  and  exact  justice  requires  that  all  the  creditors 
of  the  Government  should  be  paid  in  a  currency  possessing  a  unifonn 
vahie.  This  can  only  Ise  accomplished  !>y  the  restoration  of  the  currencv 
to  the  standard  estaldishcd  liy  the  Constitution,  and  by  this  means  \vc 
would  remove  a  discrimination  winch  may,  if  it  has  not  already  done 
so,  create  a  prejudice  that  may  become  deep-rooted  and  widespread  and 
imperil  the  national  credit. 
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The  feasibility  of  making  our  currency  correspond  with  the  constitu- 
tional standard  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  a  few  facts  derived  from  our 
commercial  statistics. 

The  aggregate  product  of  precious  metals  in  the  United  States  from 
1849  to  1867  amounted  to  $1,174,000,000,  while  for  the  same  period 
the  net  exports  of  specie  were  $741,000,000.  This  shows  an  excess  of 
product  over  net  exports  of  $433,000,000.  There  are  in  the  Treasury 
$103,407,985  in  coin;  in  circulation  in  the  States  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
about  $40,000,000,  and  a  few  millions  in  the  national  and  other  banks — 
in  all  less  than  $160,000,000.  Taking  into  consideration  the  specie  in 
the  country  prior  to  1849  and  that  produced  since  1867,  and  we  have 
more  than  $300,000,000  not  accounted  for  by  exportation  or  by  returns 
of  the  Treasury,  and  therefore  most  probably  remaining  in  the  country. 

These  are  important  facts,  and  vshow  how  completely  the  inferior  cur- 
rency will  supersede  the  better,  forcing  it  from  circulation  among  the 
masses  and  causing  it  to  be  exported  as  a  mere  article  of  trade,  to  add 
to  the  money  capital  of  foreign  lands.  They  show  the  necessity  of  retir- 
ing our  paper  money,  that  the  return  of  gold  and  silver  to  the  avenues  of 
trade  may  be  invited  and  a  demand  created  which  will  cause  the  retention 
at  home  of  at  least  so  much  of  the  productions  of  our  rich  and  inexhaust- 
ible gold-bearing  fields  as  may  be  sufficient  for  purposes  of  circulation. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  a  return  to  a  sound  currency  so  long  as  the 
Government  and  banks,  by  continuing  to  issue  irredeemable  notes,  fill 
the  channels  of  circulation  with  depreciated  paper.  Notwithstanding  a 
coinage  by  our  mints  since  1849  of  $874,000,000,  the  people  are  now  stran- 
gers to  the  currency  which  was  designed  for  their  use  and  benefit,  and 
specimens  of  the  precious  metals  bearing  the  national  device  are  seldom 
seen,  except  when  produced  to  gratify  the  interest  excited  by  their  nov- 
elty. If  depreciated  paper  is  to  be  continued  as  the  permanent  currency 
of  the  countr>%  and  all  our  coin  is  to  become  a  mere  article  of  traffic  and 
speculation,  to  the  enhancement  in  price  of  all  that  is  indispensable  to  the 
comfort  of  the  people,  it  would  be  wise  economy  to  abolish  our  mints, 
thus  saving  the  nation  the  care  and  expense  incident  to  such  establish- 
ments, and  let  our  precious  metals  h^  exported  in  bullion.  The  time 
has  come,  however,  when  the  Government  and  national  banks  should  be 
required  to  take  the  most  efficient  steps  and  make  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  a  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Let  specie  payments  once 
be  eaniestl}^  inaugurated  by  the  Government  and  banks,  and  the  value  of 
the  paper  circulation  would  directly  approximate  a  specie  standard. 

Specie  payments  having  been  resumed  by  the  Government  and  banks, 
all  notes  or  bills  of  paper  issued  by  either  of  a  less  denomination  than 
$20  should  by  law  l)e  excluded  from  circulation,  so  that  the  people  may 
have  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  a  gold  and  silver  currency  which 
in  all  their  business  transactions  will  be  uniform  in  value  at  home  and 
abroad. 
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Ever^'  niarr  of  proijerty  or  industn,  every  man  who  desires  to  preserve  what  he 
honestly  potjsesses  or  lo  ohlaiii  what  he  can  honestly  earn*  has  a  direct  Intercast  in 
maintaining  a  safe  circulating  medium— such  a  mediuui  as  shall  be  real  and  sub- 
stantial, not  liable  lo  vibrate  wnth  opinions,  not  subject  lo  be  blown  up  or  blow^n 
down  by  the  breatli  of  speculation,  but  to  be  made  stable  and  secure.  A  disordereti 
currency  is  one  of  the  lorcate^t  political  evils*  It  undermines  the  virtues  necessary 
for  the  support  of  the  social  system  anil  encourages  prt^pensities  destructiNe  of  its 
happhiess;  it  wars  against  industry,  frugality,  and  econom}^  and  it  fosters  the  evil 
spirits  of  extravagance  and  speculation. 

It  lias  been  asserted  by  one  of  our  profound  and  most  gifted  statesmen 
that— 


Of  all  the  contrivances  for  cheating  the  laboring  classes  of  mankind,  none  has  bee] 
more  effectual  than  that  whicli  deln^le*  them  with  paper  money*  This  is  t!ie  nn 
effectual  of  inventions  to  fertilize  the  rich  man's  fields  by  the  sweat  of  the  \>oor 
man's  brtnv.  Ordinary  tyranny,  oppression,  excessive  taxation — these  Ijear  lightly 
on  the  happiness  of  the  mass  of  the  community  compared  witli  a  fraudulent  ciurency 
and  the  robberies  conmiitted  by  depreciated  paper.  Our  own  history  has  recorded 
for  our  itist ruction  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  of  the  demoralizing  tendency, 
the  injustice,  and  the  intolerable  oppression  on  tlie  virtuous  and  well-disposed  of 
a  degraded  paper  currency  authorized  by  law  or  in  any  way  countenanced  by  gov- 
ernment. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  successful  devices,  in  times  of  peace  or  war,  of 
expansions  or  revulsions,  to  accomplish  the  transfer  of  all  the  precious 
metals  from  the  great  mass  of  the  people  into  the  hands  of  the  few, 
where  they  are  hoarded  in  secret  places  or  deposited  under  bolts  and 
bars,  while  the  people  are  left  to  endure  all  the  inconvenieuce,  sacrifice, 
and  demoralization  resulting  from  the  use  of  depreciated  and  worthless 
paper. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  his  report  gives  valuable  information 
in  reference  to  the  interests  confided  to  the  sni)ervision  of  his  Depart- 
ment, and  re\4ews  the  operations  of  the  Land  Office,  Pension  Office, 
Patent  Office,  and  Indian  Bureau. 

During  the  fiscal  year  endinp:  June  30,  1868,  6,655,700  acres  of  public 
land  were  disposed  of.  The  entire  cash  receipts  of  the  General  Land 
Office  for  the  same  period  were  $1,632,745,  being  greater  by  $284,883 
than  the  amount  realized  from  the  same  sources  during  the  previous  year. 
The  entries  under  the  homestead  law  cover  2,328,923  acres,  nearl\*  one- 
fourth  of  which  was  taken  under  the  act  of  June  21,  1866,  which  apph'es 
only  to  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and 
Florida. 

On  the  30th  of  June.  1868,  169,643  names  were  bonie  on  the  pension 
rolls,  and  during  the  year  ending  on  that  day  the  total  amount  paid  for 
pensions,  including  the  exix^nses  of  disbursement,  was  524.010,982,  l>eiug 
$5*391*025  greater  than  that  expended  for  like  purposes  during  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

During  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September  last  the  expv^nses  of  the 
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Patent  Office  exceeded  the  receipts  by  $171,  and,  including  reissues  and 
designs,  14,153  patents  were  issued. 

Treaties  with  various  Indian  tribes  have  been  concluded,  and  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Senate  for  its  constitutional  action.  I  cordially  sanc- 
tion the  stipulations  which  provide  for  reserving  lands  for  the  various 
tribes,  where  they  may  be  encouraged  to  abandon  their  nomadic  habits 
and  engage  in  agricultural  and  industrial  pursuits.  This  poUcy,  inau- 
gurated many  years  since,  has  met  with  signal  success  whenever  it  has 
been  pursued  in  good  faith  and  with  becoming  liberality  by  the  United 
States.  The  necessity  for  extending  it  as  far  as  practicable  in  our  rela- 
tions with  the  aboriginal  population  is  greater  now  than  at  any  preceding 
period.  Whilst  we  furnish  subsistence  and  instruction  to  the  Indians 
and  guarantee  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  their  treaty  rights,  we 
should  habitually  insist  upon  the  faithful  observance  of  their  agreement 
to  remain  within  their  respective  reserv^ations.  This  is  the  only  mode 
by  which  collisions  with  other  tribes  and  with  the  whites  can  be  avoided 
and  the  safety  of  our  frontier  settlements  secured. 

The  companies  constructing  the  railway  from  Omaha  to  Sacramento 
have  l>een  most  energetically  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  work,  and  it  is 
beHeved  that  the  line  will  be  completed  before  the  expiration  of  the  next 
fiscal  3'ear.  The  6  per  cent  bonds  issued  to  these  companies  amounted 
on  the  5th  instant  to  $44,337,000,  and  additional  work  had  been  per- 
formed to  the  extent  of  $3,200,000. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  August  last  invited  my  attention  to 
the  report  of  a  Government  director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany who  had  l^een  specially  instructed  to  examine  the  location,  con- 
struction, and  equipment  of  their  road.  I  submitted  for  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney -General  certain  questions  in  regard  to  the  authority  of  the 
Executive  which  arose  upon  this  report  and  those  which  had  from  time 
to  time  been  presented  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inspect  each 
successive  section  of  the  work.  After  carefully  considering  the  law  of 
the  case,  he  affirmed  the  right  of  the  Executive  to  order,  if  necessary,  a 
thorough  revision  of  the  entire  road.  Commissioners  were  thereupon 
appointed  to  examine  this  and  other  lines,  and  have  recently  submitted  a 
statement  of  their  investigations,  of  which  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  furnishes  specific  information. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  contains  information  of  interest  and 
importance  respecting  the  .several  bureaus  of  the  War  Department  and  the 
operations  of  the  Army.  The  strength  of  our  military  force  on  the  30th 
of  September  last  was  48,000  men,  and  it  is  computed  that  by  the  ist  of 
January  next  this  number  will  be  decreased  to  43,000.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  within  the  next  year  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion of  the  infantry'  force  may  l^  made  without  detriment  to  the  interests 
of  the  country;  and  in  view  of  the  great  expense  attending  the  military 
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peace  establishment  and  the  absokite  necessity  of  retrenchment  wherever 
it  can  be  apphed,  it  is  hoped  that  Congress  %vill  sanction  the  reduction 
which  his  report  reconnnemls.  While  in  i860  sixteen  thousand  three 
hundred  men  cost  the  nation  $16,472,000,  the  sum  of  $65,682,000  is  esti- 
mated as  necessary  for  the  sxipport  of  the  Army  durini;^  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  50, 1870.  The  estimates  of  the  War  Department  for  the  last 
two  fiscal  years  were,  for  1867,  $33,814,461,  and  for  1868  $25^205, 669, 
The  actual  expenditures  during  the  same  periods  were,  res]>ectively, 
$95,224,415  and  5123,246,648,  The  estimate  submitted  in  DecemlKTlast 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1869,  was  $77,124,707;  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  first  quarter,  ending  the  30th  of  September  last,  were 
$27,219,117.  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  gives  $66,000,000  as  the 
amount  which  will  probably  be  required  during  the  remaining  three 
quarters,  if  there  should  Ije  no  reduction  of  the  Anny — making  its  aggre- 
gate cost  for  the  year  considerably  in  excess  of  ninety  three  millions. 
The  difference  betw^een  the  estimates  and  exjienditures  for  the  three  fiscal 
years  which  have  been  named  is  thus  shown  to  be  Si  75 > 545, 343  for  this 
single  branch  of  the  public  sendee. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\^'  exhibits  the  operations  of  that 
Department  and  of  the  Navy  during  the  year.  A  considerable  reckiction 
of  the  force  has  Ijeen  effected*  There  are  42  vessels,  carrying  411  guns, 
in  the  six  squadrons  w^hich  are  established  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
Three  of  these  vessels  are  returning  to  the  United  States  and  4  are  used 
as  storeships,  leaving  the  actual  cruising  force  35  vessels,  carrj'ing  356 
guns.  The  total  numlier  of  vessels  in  the  Navy  is  206,  mounting  1,743 
guns.  Eighty-one  vessels  of  every  description  are  in  use,  armed  with 
696  guns.  The  number  of  enlisted  men  in  the  service,  including  appren- 
tices, has  been  reduced  to  8,500.  An  increase  of  na\'y-yard  facilities  is 
recommended  as  a  measure  which  will  in  the  event  of  war  l>e  promotive 
of  economy  and  security,  A  more  thorough  and  systematic  sur\'ey  of 
llie  North  Pacific  Ocean  is  advised  in  view  of  our  recent  acquisitions,  our 
expanding  commerce,  and  the  increasing  intercourse  l>etween  the  Pacific 
Statei^  and  Asia.  Tlie  naval  iiensiou  fund,  which  consists  of  a  moiety  of 
the  avails  of  prizes  captured  during  the  war,  amounts  to  $14,000,000. 
Kxception  is  taken  to  the  act  of  23d  July  last,  which  reduces  the  interest 
on  the  fund  loaned  to  the  Government  by  the  Secretary,  as  trustee,  to  3 
per  cent  instead  of  6  per  cent,  w^hich  was  originally  stipulated  wdien  the 
investment  was  made.  An  amendment  of  the  pension  laws  is  suggestefl 
to  remedy  omissions  and  defects  in  existing  enactments.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  Department  during  the  last  fiscal  year  were  $20, 120,394,  ^"^^ 
the  estimates  for  the  coming  year  amount  to  $20,993,414, 

The  Postmaster-Generars  report  ftimishes  a  full  and  clear  exhibit  of 
the  operations  and  condition  (if  the  postal  service.  The  ordinary  pos- 
tal revenue  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1868,  was  $f6.292,6oo. 
and  the  total  expenditures,  embracing  all  the  service  for  wdiich  special 
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appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress,  amounted  to  $22,750,592, 
showing  an  excess  of  expenditures  of  §6,437,991.  Deducting  from  tUe 
expenditures  the  sum  of  $1,896,525,  the  amount  of  appropriations  for 
ocean-steamship  and  other  special  service,  the  excess  of  expenditures 
was  $4,541,466.  By  using  an  unexpended  balance  in  the  Treasury  of 
$3,800,000  the  actual  sum  for  which  a  special  appropriation  is  required 
to  meet  the  deficiency  is  $74 1 ,466.  The  causes  which  produced  tliis  large 
excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  were  the  restoration  of  servnce  in  the 
late  insurgent  States  and  the  putting  into  of^ration  of  new  servnce  estab- 
lished  by  acts  of  Congress,  which  amounted  within  the  last  two  years  and 
a  half  to  about  48,700  miles — equal  to  more  than  one-lhird  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  service  at  the  close  of  the  war.  New  postal  conventions 
with  Great  Britain,  North  Gennany,  Belgium »  the  Netht^rlands,  Switzer- 
land, and  Italy,  respectively,  have  been  carried  into  effect.  Under  their 
provisions  important  improvements  have  residted  in  reduced  rates  of  in- 
ternational postage  and  enlarged  mail  facilities  with  Kuropean  countries. 
The  cost  of  the  United  States  transatlantic  ocean  mail  5er\dce  since 
January  i,  1868,  has  been  largely  lessened  under  the  oi^eration  of  these 
new  conventions,  a  reduction  of  over  one-half  having  been  effectetl  under 
the  new  arrangements  for  ocean  mail  steamship  sennce  which  went  into 
effect  on  that  date.  The  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to  the  practical 
suggestions  and  recommendations  made  in  his  report  by  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

No  important  question  has  occurred  during  the  last  year  in  our  accus- 
tomed cordial  and  friendly  intercourse  with  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Hon* 
dnras,  San  Salvador,  France,  Austria »  Belgium,  Switzerland,  Portugal, 
the  Netherlands,  Denmark »  Sweden  and  Norv\^ay,  Rome,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Persia,  EgA^pt,  Liberia,  Morocco,  Tripoli,  Tunis,  Muscat,  Sinm.  Borneo, 
and  Madagascar, 

Cordial  relations  liave  also  Ijeen  maintained  wjin  tiic  .\i>;tf]uimr  and 
the  Oriental  Republics.  The  expressed  wish  of  Congress  that  our  na* 
tional  good  offices  might  be  tendered  to  those  Republics,  and  also  to 
Bra/Jl  and  Paraguay,  for  bringing  to  an  end  the  calamitous  war  which 
has  srj  long  been  raging  in  the  valley  of  the  La  Plata,  has  been  assidu- 
ously complied  \inth  and  kindly  acknowledged  hy  all  tlie  belligerents. 
That  important  negotiation,  however,  has  thus  far  been  without  result. 

Charles  A.  Washburn,  late  United  States  minister  to  Paraguay,  having 
resigned,  and  being  desirous  to  return  to  the  United  Stales,  the  rear- 
admiral  commanding  tlie  South  Atlantic  Squadron  was  early  directed  to 
send  a  ship  of  war  to  Asuncion,  the  Ciipital  of  Puniguay,  to  receive  Mr. 
Washburn  and  liis  family  and  remove  them  from  a  situation  which  was 
represented  to  be  endangered  by  faction  and  foreign  war.  The  Brazilian 
commander  of  the  allied  invading  forces  refused  |iemussion  to  the  Wasp 
to  pass  through  the  blockading  forces,  and  that  vessel  returned  to  its 
accustomed  anchorage.     Remonstrance  having  been  made  against  this 
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refusal,  it  was  promptly  ovemiled,  and  the  Wasp  therefore  resumed  her 
erraud,  received  Mr.  Washburn  and  his  family,  and  conveyed  them  to  a 
safe  and  couv^eiiient  seaport.  In  the  meantime  an  excited  controversy 
had  arisen  between  the  President  of  Paraguay  and  the  late  United  States 
minister,  which,  it  is  understood,  ^rew  out  of  his  proceedings  in  giving 
asyhnn  in  the  United  States  legation  to  alleged  enemies  of  that  Republic, 
The  question  of  the  right  to  give  asylum  is  one  always  difficult  and  often 
productive  of  great  embarrassment.  In  states  well  organized  and  estab- 
lished, foreign  ]K>wers  refuse  either  to  concede  or  exercise  that  right, 
except  as  to  persons  actually  belonging  to  the  diplomatic  service.  On 
the  other  hand,  all  such  powers  insist  ui>on  exercising  the  right  of  asylum 
in  states  where  the  law  of  nations  is  not  fully  acknowledged,  respected, 
and  obeyed. 

The  President  of  Paraguay  is  understood  to  have  opposed  to  Mr.  Wash- 
luirn's  proceedings  the  injurious  and  very  iniprobable  charge  of  personal 
complicity  in  insurrection  and  treason.  The  correspondence,  however, 
has  not  yet  reached  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Washliurn,  in  connection  with  this  controversy,  represents  that  two 
United  States  citizens  attached  to  the  legation  were  arbitrarily  seized  at 
his  side^  when  leaving  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  committed  to  prison,  and 
there  subjected  to  torture  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  confessions  of 
their  owii  criminality  and  testimony  to  support  the  President's  allegations 
against  the  United  States  mTnister.  Mr.  McMabon,the  newly  appointed 
minister  to  Paraguay,  having  reached  the  La  Plata,  has  been  instructed 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  Asuncion,  there  to  investigate  the  wdiole  sub- 
ject. The  rear-admiral  commanding  the  United  States  South  Atlantic 
Squadron  has  !>een  directed  to  attend  the  new  miin'ster  with  a  proper  naval 
force  to  sustain  such  just  demands  as  the  occasion  may  require,  and  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  the  United  States  citizens  referred  to  and  of  any 
others  who  may  be  exposed  to  danger  in  the  theater  of  war.  With  these 
exceptions,  friendly  relations  have  been  maintained  between  the  United 
States  and  Brazil  and  Paraguay. 

Our  relations  tkiring  the  past  year  with  Bolivia,  Ecuador,  Peru,  and 
Chile  have  become  especially  friendly  and  cordial.  Spain  and  the  Repub- 
lics of  Peru,  liolivia,  and  Ecuador  have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
accept  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  for  terminating  the  war  upon 
the  South  Pacific  coast.  Chile  has  not  finally  declared  upon  the  question. 
In  the  meantime  the  conflict  has  practically  exhausted  itself,  since  no 
belligerent  or  hostile  movement  has  f>een  made  by  either  party  during  the 
last  two  years,  and  there  are  no  indications  of  a  present  purpose  to  resume 
hostilities  on  either  side.  Great  Britain  and  France  have  cordially  sec- 
onded our  proposition  of  mediation,  and  I  do  not  forego  the  hope  that  it 
may  soon  be  accepted  h\  all  the  belligerents  and  lead  to  a  secure  estab- 
lishment of  peace  and  friendly  relations  l>etween  the  Spanish  American 
Republics  of  the  Pacific  and  Spain — a  result  which  would  Ijc  attended 
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with  common  benefits  to  the  l)elHj<erents  and  much  advantage  to  all 
couimercial  nations.  I  communicate,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress^ 
a  correspondence  which  shows  tliat  the  Bohvian  Repnbhc  has  cstabUshcd 
the  extremely  Hberal  principle  of  receiving  into  its  citizenship  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  of  the  American  Republics,  ujXAn 
the  simple  condition  of  voluntary  registry. 

The  correspondence  herewith  submitted  wnll  lie  found  painfully  replete 
with  account?*  of  the  ruin  and  wretchedness  produced  l>y  recent  earth- 
quakes, of  unparalleled  severity,  in  the  Republics  of  Peru.  Ecuador,  and 
Bolivia.  The  diplomatic  agents  and  naval  oflBcers  of  the  United  States 
who  w^ere  present  in  those  countries  at  the  time  of  those  disasters  fur- 
nished  all  the  relief  in  their  power  to  the  sufferers,  and  were  promptly 
rewarded  with  grateful  and  touching  acknowledgments  by  the  Congress  of 
Peru.  An  appeal  to  the  charity  of  our  fellow-citizens  has  been  answered 
by  much  liberality.  In  this  connection  I  submit  an  appeal  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Swiss  Republic,  whose  Government  and  institutions  are  kin- 
dred to  our  own,  in  behalf  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  suffering  extreme 
destitution,  produced  by  recent  devastating  inundations. 

Our  relations  with  Mexico  during  the  year  have  been  marke<l  by  an 
increasing  growth  of  mutual  confidence.  The  Mexican  Government 
has  not  yet  acted  upon  the  three  treaties  celebrated  here  last  summer 
for  establishing  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  upon  a  lilxrral  and  just 
basis,  for  regulating  consular  powers,  and  for  the  adjustment  of  nuitual 
claims. 

All  commercial  nations,  as  well  as  all  friends  of  republican  institutions, 
have  occasion  to  regret  the  frequent  hx:al  dislurlxinces  which  occur  in  some 
of  the  constituent  States  of  Colombia.  Nothing  has  occurred,  however, 
to  affect  the  hannony  and  cordial  friendship  which  have  for  several  years 
existed  between  that  youthful  and  vigorous  Republic  and  our  own. 

Negotiations  are  pending  with  a  view  to  the  survey  and  construction  of 
a  .ship  canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
States,  i  hojie  to  be  able  to  submit  tlie  results  of  that  negotiation  to  the 
Senate  during  its  present  session. 

The  ver>  lil>eral  treaty  which  was  entered  into  last  year  by  the  United 
States  and  Nicaragua  has  been  ratified  by  the  latter  Republic, 

Costa  Rica,  with  the  earnestness  of  a  sincerely  friendly  neighlxir,  solicits 
a  reciprocity  of  trade,  which  I  commend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  convention  crealetl  by  treaty  t>et\veen  the  Uniteil  States  and  Vene- 
zuela in  July,  i^<^^5.  for  the  mutual  adjustment  of  claims,  has  l^en  held, 
and  its  decisions  have  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State.  The 
heretofore-recognized  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  has 
L>een  subverted,  A  pronsional  govcniment  ha\-ing  tx^en  instituted  utuler 
circumstances  wdiich  promise  durability,  it  has  been  formally  recognized. 

I  have  been  reluctantly  oV»liged  to  ask  explaualioii  and  sati*ifaction 
for  national  injuries  committed  by  the  President  of  Ha>ni,     The  political 
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and  social  condition  of  the  Republics  of  Ha^^ti  and  St.  Domingo  is  very 
unsatisfactory  and  painfuL  Tlit  al>olition  of  slavery,  which  has  l^een 
carried  into  effect  throughout  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  and  the  entire 
West  Indies,  except  the  Spanish  islands  of  Cul>a  and  Porto  Rico,  has  been 
followed  h\'  a  profound  popular  conviction  of  the  rightfulness  of  repub- 
lican institutions  and  an  intense  desire  to  secure  them.  The  attempt, 
however,  to  establish  repul>hcs  there  encounters  many  obstacles,  most  of 
which  may  l>e  supposed  to  result  from  long- indulged  habits  of  colonial 
supineness  aud  dependence  upon  European  monarchical  powers.  While 
tlie  United  States  have  on  all  txrcasions  professed  a  decided  unwillingness 
that  any  part  of  this  continent  or  of  its  adjacent  islands  shall  l>e  made  a 
theater  for  a  new  establislxment  of  monarchical  power,  too  little  has  been 
done  by  us,  on  the  other  liand,  to  attach  the  communities  by  which  we 
are  surrounded  to  our  own  country,  or  to  lend  even  a  moral  support  to 
the  efforts  they  are  so  resokitel3'  and  so  constantly  making  to  secure 
republican  institutituis  for  themselves.  It  is  indeed  a  question  of  grave 
consideration  whether  our  recent  and  present  example  is  not  calculated 
to  check  the  grow*th  and  expansion  of  free  principles,  and  make  tliose 
communities  distnist,  if  not  dread,  a  government  which  at  will  consigns 
to  militar}'  domination  States  that  are  integral  parts  of  our  Federal  Union, 
and,  while  ready  to  resist  any  attempts  by  other  nations  to  extend  to  this 
hemisphere  the  monarchical  institutions  of  Europe,  assumes  to  establish 
ov'er  a  large  portion  of  its  people  a  rule  more  absolute,  harsh,  and  tyrai^^^| 
nical  than  any  known  to  civilized  j^MJwers,  ^^H 

Tlie  acquisition  of  Alaska  was  made  with  the  view  of  extending  na- 
tional jurisdiction  and  republican  principles  in  the  American  hemisphere, 
Believitig  that  a  further  step  could  \m  taken  in  the  same  direction,  I  last 
year  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark  for  the  purch;ise  of 
the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John,  on  the  best  terms  then  attainable, 
and  with  the  express  consent  of  the  people  of  those  islands.  This  treaty 
still  remains  under  consideration  in  the  Senate,  A  new  convention  has 
been  entered  into  with  Denmark,  enlarging  the  time  fixed  for  final  rati- 
fication of  the  original  treaty. 

Comprehensive  national  jxilicy  would  seem  to  sanction  the  acquisition 
and  incorporation  into  our  I'ederal  Union  of  the  several  adjacent  conti- 
nental and  insular  communities  as  speedil}^  as  it  can  be  done  peacefully, 
law^fully,  and  without  any  violation  of  national  justice,  faith,  or  honor. 
Foreign  p<jssession  or  control  of  those  conmiunities  has  hitherto  hindered 
the  growth  and  impaired  the  influence  of  the  United  States.  Chronic 
revolution  and  anarchy  there  would  be  equally  injurious.  Each  one  of 
them,  when  firmly  established  as  an  independent  republic,  or  when  incor- 
porated  into  the  United  States,  would  be  a  new  source  of  strength  and 
power.  Conforming  my  Administration  to  these  principles,  I  have  on  no 
occasion  lent  support  or  toleration  to  unlaw^ful  expeditions  set  on  f .x>t 
U[K>u  the  plea  of  republican  propagandism  or  of  national  extension  or 
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^ggrindizement.     The  necessity^  however,  of  repressing  such  unlawful 
moveinents  clearly  indicates  the  duty  which  rests  upon  us  of  adapting 
our  legislative  actiou  to  the  new  circumstances  of  a  decline  of  European  1 
monarchical  power  and  influence  and  the  increase  of  American  republican 
ideas,  interests,  and  sympathies.  ' 

It  can  not  be  long  before  it  will  l>ecome  necessar>*  for  this  Government 
to  lend  some  effective  aid  to  the  solution  of  the  political  and  social  prob- 
lems w*hich  are  continually  kept  before  the  world  by  the  two  Repubhcs 
of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  which  are  now  disclosing  themselves 
more  distinctly  than  heretofore  in  the  island  of  Cuba.     The  subject  is 
commended  to  your  consideration  wHth  all  the  more  earnestness  l^ecause 
1  am  satisfied  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  even  so  direct  a  proceeding  I 
as  a  proposition  for  an  annexation  of  the  two  Republics  of  tlie  island  of  J 
St.  Domingo  would  not  only  receive  the  consent  of  the  ixrople  interested » | 
but  would  also  give  satisfaction  to  all  other  foreign  nations,  1 

I  am  aware  that  upon  the  question  of  further  extending  our  posses- 
sions  it  is  apprehende<l  by  some  that  our  political  system  can  not  success- 
fully be  applied  to  an  area  more  extended  than  our  continent;  but  the 
conviction  is  rapidly  gaining  ground  in  the  American  tnind  that  with 
the  increased  facihties  for  intercommunication  between  all  portions  of  the 
earth  the  principles  of  free  govenmient,  as  emlxracetl  in  our  Constitution, 
if  faithfnllv  maintained  and  carried  out,  would  prove  of  sufficient  strcngtli 
and  breadth  to  cxjmprehend  w^ithin  their  sphere  and  influence  the  civil- 
ized  nations  of  the  world. 

The  attention  of  the  Senate  and  of  Congress  is  again  respectfully 
invited  to  the  treaty  for  the  establishment  of  commercial  reciprocity  with 
the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  entered  into  last  year,  and  already  ratified  by  that 
Government,  The  attitude  of  tlie  United  States  toward  these  islands  b 
not  ver>'  different  from  that  in  which  they  stand  toward  the  West  Indies. 
It  is  known  and  felt  by  the  Hawaiian  Govenmient  and  people  that  their 
Government  and  institutions  are  feeble  and  precarious;  that  the  United 
States,  being  so  near  a  neighbor,  would  lae  unwilhng  to  see  the  islands 
pass  under  foreign  control.  Their  prosperity  is  continually  disturl^d  by 
expectations  and  alarms  of  unfriendly  jx^litical  proceedings,  as  well  from 
the  United  States  as  from  other  foreign  jK)wers.  A  reciprocity  treaty,  , 
while  it  could  not  materially  diminish  the  revenues  of  the  United  States, 
w*ould  be  a  guaranty  of  the  good  will  and  for1x;arance  of  all  nations  until 
the  people  of  the  islands  shall  of  themselves,  at  no  distant  day,  volun- 
tarily apply  for  admission  into  the  Union. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  acceded  to  the  treaty  negotiated  here  in  , 
Januar}'  last  for  the  security  of  trade-raarks  in  the  interest  of  nmnufac-  1 
turers  and  commerce.     I  have  invited  his  attention  to  tlie  inifjortance  of 
establishing,  now  wiiile  it  seems  eas}'  and  practicable,  a  fair  and  equal 
regulation  of  the  \*ast  fisheries  belonging  to  the  two  nations  in  the  waters 
of  the  North  Pacific  Oceau.  j 
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The  two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Italy  for  the  regiila* 
tion  of  consular  powers  and  the  extradition  of  criminals,  negotiated  and 
ratified  here  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  have  been  accepted 
and  confinned  by  the  Italian  Government.  A  liberal  consular  conven- 
tion which  has  Ijeeii  negotiated  with  Belgium  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Senate.  The  very  imix>rtant  treaties  wliich  were  negotiated  between 
the  United  States  and  North  Gennany  and  Bavaria  for  the  regulation 
of  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  have  l>een  duly  ratified  and  ex- 
changed, and  similar  treaties  have  been  entered  into  with  the  Kingdoms 
of  Belgium  and  Wurteml>erg  and  with  the  Grand  Duchies  of  Baden  and 
Hesse-Darmstadt.  I  hope  soou  to  be  able  to  submit  equally  satisfactory 
con\'entions  of  the  same  character  now  in  the  course  of  negotiation  with 
the  respective  Governments  of  Spain,  Ital}^,  and  the  Ottoman  Kmpire. 

Examination  of  claims  against  the  United  States  by  the  lludsons  Bay 
Company  and  the  Puget  Sound  Agricultural  Company,  on  accoiuit  of 
certain  possessor>^  rights  in  the  State  of  Oregon  and  Territory  of  Wash- 
ington, alleged  by  those  companies  in  virtue  of  provisions  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  of  June  15.  1846,  has  Ijeen 
diligently  prosecuted,  under  the  direction  of  the  joint  international  com- 
mission to^vhich  they  were  submitted  for  adjudication  by  treaty  between 
the  two  Governments  of  July  i ,  1863 » and  will,  it  is  expected,  Ije  concluded 
at  an  early  da> . 

No  practical  regulation  concemitig  colonial  trade  and  the  fislieries  can 
be  accomplished  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
until  Congress  shall  have  expressed  their  judgment  concerning  the  prin- 
ciples involved.  Three  other  questions,  however,  l>etween  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  remain  ot>en  for  adjustment.  These  are  the 
mutual  rights  of  naturalized  citizens,  the  toundary  question  involving 
the  title  to  the  island  of  San  Juan,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  mutual 
claims  arising  since  the  year  1853  of  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two 
countries  for  injuries  and  depredations  committed  under  the  authority 
of  their  respective  Govenmients.  Negotiations  upon  these  subjects  are 
f>ending,  and  I  am  not  without  hojx^  of  lieing  able  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate»  for  its  consideration  during  the  present  session,  protocols  calculated 
to  bring  to  an  end  these  justly  exciting  and  long-existing  controversies. 

We  are  not  advised  of  the  action  of  the  Chinese  Government  upon  the 
liberal  and  auspicious  treaty  which  was  recently  celebrated  with  its  pleni- 
potentiaries at  this  capital, 

Japan  remains  a  theater  of  civil  war,  marked  by  religious  incidents 
and  political  severities  pecuhar  to  that  long-isolated  Empire.  The  Exec- 
utive has  hitherto  maintained  strict  neutrality  among  the  belligerents, 
and  acknowledges  with  pleasure  that  it  has  l>een  frankly  and  fully  sus- 
tained in  that  course  by  the  enliglitened  concurrence  and  cooperation  of 
the  other  treaty  powers,  namely.  Great  Britaiu,  France,  the  Netherlands, 
North  Germany,  and  Italy. 
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Spain  having  recently  undergone  a  revolution  marked  by  extraordi- 
nur>'  unanimity  and  preserx-ation  of  order,  the  provisional  goveninient 
established  at  Madrid  has  been  recognized,  and  the  friendly  intercourse 
which  has  so  long  happily  existed  between  the  two  countries  remains 
unchanged. 

1  renew  the  recommendation  contained  in  my  communication  to  Con- 
gress dated  the  i8th  July  last — a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  mes- 
sage— that  the  judgment  of  the  f)e<>ple  should  be  taken  on  the  propriety 
of  so  amending  the  Federal  Constitution  that  it  shall  provide — 

First.  For  an  election  of  President  and  Vice-President  by  a  direct  vote 
of  the  i3eople»  instead  of  through  the  agency  of  electors,  and  making 
them  ineligible  for  reelection  to  a  second  tenu. 

Second.  For  a  distinct  designation  of  the  person  who  shall  discharge 
the  duties  of  President  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  that  office  by  the 
death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  biDth  the  President  and  Vice-President. 

Third.  For  the  election  of  Senators  of  the  United  States  directly  by 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  instead  of  by  the  legislatures;  and 

Fourth.  For  the  limitation  to  a  period  of  years  of  the  terms  of  Federal 
judges, 

Profoundly  impressed  wnth  the  propriety  of  making  these  important 
modifications  in  the  Constitution,  I  respectfully  submit  them  for  the  early 
and  mature  consideration  of  Congress.  We  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
remove  all  pretext  for  violations  of  the  organic  law.  by  remedying  such 
imperfections  as  time  and  experience  may  develop,  ever  reraemljering 
that  * '  the  constitution  which  at  any  time  exists  until  changed  by  au 
explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people  is  sacredly  obligator>' 
upon  all.*' 

In  the  performance  of  a  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Constitution,  I 
have  thus  communicated  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Union  and  recommended  for  their  consideration  such  measures  as  have 
seemed  to  me  necessar>'  and  expedient.  If  carrieil  into  effect,  they  will 
hasten  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  and  beneficent  purposes  for 
which  the  Constitution  was  ordained,  and  which  it  comprehensh^ely 
states  w*ere  ' '  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domes- 
tic tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  web 
fare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  hberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity." 
In  Congress  are  vested  all  legislativ^e  powers,  and  upon  tliem  devolves 
the  responsibility  as  w^ll  for  framing  unwise  and  excessive  laws  as  for 
neglecting  to  devise  and  adopt  measures  absolutely  demanded  by  the 
wants  of  the  countrj\  Let  us  earnestly  hope  that  before  the  expiration 
of  our  respective  terms  of  service,  now  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  an  all- 
wise  Providence  w  ill  sij  guide  our  counsels  as  to  strengthen  and  presen.'e 
the  Federal  ITuion,  inspire  reverence  for  the  Constitution,  restore  pros- 
perily  and  happiness  to  otir  whole  people,  aud  promote  '*on  earth  peace, 
good  ynW  toward  men."  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  8,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  24th  of  November  last  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  minister  of  Great  Britain,  communicating  a 
decree  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district 
of  New  York  ordering  the  payment  of  certain  sums  to  the  defendants 
in  a  suit  against  the  Enghsh  schooner  Sibyl,  libeled  as  a  prize  of  war. 
It  is  requisite  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  decree  that  an  appropriation  of 
the  sums  specified  therein  should  be  made  by  Congress.  The  appropria- 
tion  is  recommended  accordingly.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  11,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th 
instant,  relating  to  the  correspondence  with  the  American  minister  at 
London  concerning  the  so-called  Alabama  claims,  I  transmit  a  report  on 
the  subject  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  16,  1868, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
December  instant,  I  transmit  the  accompanying  report*  of  the  Secretary 

^^  ^^^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  16,  1868. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
instant,  requesting  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
the  United  States  minister  at  Brazil  and  Rear- Admiral  Davis  touch- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  American  squadron  at  Rio  Janeiro  and  the 
Paraguay  difficulties,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon 
that  subject.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  16,  1868. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  concerning 
recent  transactions  in  the  region  of  the  La  Plata  affecting  the  political 

*  Relating  to  the  sending  of  a  commissioner  from  the  United  States  to  Spain. 
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relations  of  the  United  States  with  Paraguay,  the  Argentine  Republic, 
Uruguay,  and  Brazil,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  18,  1868, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
1 6th  instant,  making  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
and  requesting  the  transmission  of  the  report  of  the  special  commission- 
ers appointed  to  examine  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  road. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  /,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
its  resolution  of  the  15th  ultimo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
communicating  information  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  mixed  commis- 
sion for  the  adjustment  of  claims  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Government  of  Venezuela.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /<:z««arv  4.,  i86g. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  relation  to  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  20,  1867,  "declaring  sympathy  with  the  suflFering 
people  of  Crete."  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 

Washington, /a«tt^r>'  /,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, an  additional  article  to  the  convention  of  the  24th  of  October,  1867, 
between  the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  5,  i86g. 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  His  Hawaiian  Majesty, 
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signed  in  this  city  on  the  28th  day  of  July  last,  stipulating  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  period  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention 
between  the  same  parties  on  the  subject  of  commercial  reciprocity. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  7,  i86g. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  1 6th  of  December  last,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  6th  instant.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  Q,,  January  8,  1869. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
the  22d  of  June,  i860,  to  carr>^  into  eflFect  pro\nsions  of  the  treaty  with 
China  and  certain  other  Oriental  nations,  I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy 
of  eight  rules  agreed  upon  between  the  Chinese  Imperial  Government 
and  the  minister  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  other  foreign  powers 
accredited  to  that  Government,  for  conducting  the  proceedings  of  the 
joint  tribunal  in  cases  of  confiscation  and  fines  for  breaches  of  the  rev- 
enue laws  of  that  Empire.  These  rules,  which  are  accompanied  by  cor- 
respondence between  our  minister  and  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject, 
are  commended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  with  a  view  to  their 
approval.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  8,  j86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  accompanying 

P^P^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  fanuary  it,  j86p. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifi- 
cation, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Belgium  upon  the 
subject  of  naturalization,  which  was  signed  at  Brussels  on  the  i6th  of 
November  last.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

*  Giving  reasons  why  reductions  in  the  number  of  officers  and  employees  and  in  the  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  Department  of  State  should  not  be  made. 

t  Relating  to  the  exercise  or  claim  by  United  States  consuls  in  Japan  of  judicial  powers  in  cases 
arising  between  American  citizens  and  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  nation  other  than  Japan, 
etc. 
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relations  of  the  United  States  with  Paraguay,  the  Argentine  Republic, 
Uruguay,  and  Brazil,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  18,  1868, 
To  the  Hotise  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
1 6th  instant,  making  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
and  requesting  the  transmission  of  the  report  of  the  special  commission- 
ers appointed  to  examine  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  road. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /a««a/j  /,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
its  resolution  of  the  15th  ultimo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
communicating  information  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  mixed  commis- 
sion for  the  adjustment  of  claims  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Government  of  Venezuela.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /awwarv  /,  186^. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  relation  to  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  20,  1867,  "declaring  sympathy  with  the  suflFering 
people  of  Crete."  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 

Washington, /a««^^r>/  4.,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, an  additional  article  to  the  convention  of  the  24th  of  October,  1867, 
between  the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  5,  i86g. 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  Uriitcd  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  His  Hawaiian  Majesty, 
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Washington, /awz^ry  77,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Belgium  concerning 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  consuls  in  the  two  countries, 
signed  at  Brussels  on  the  5th  ultimo. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington, /aww^irv  //,  186^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, an  additional  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation 
between  the  United  States  and  Belgium  of  the  17th  of  July,  1858,  which 
was  signed  at  Brussels  on  the  20th  ultimo. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  January  12,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Peru, 
signed  at  Lima  on  the  4th  of  last  month,  stipulating  for  a  mixed  commis- 
sion for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  two  countries.  An 
extract  from  that  part  of  the  dispatch  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Lima  which  accompanied  the  copy  referred  to,  and  which  relates  to 
it,  is  also  transmitted.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  extract  that  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the  instrument  should  be  given 
as  early  as  may  be  convenient.  It  is  consequently  recominended  for  con- 
sideration with  a  view  to  ratification. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

January  ij,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  at  Washington,  D.  C,  August  13,  1868,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Nez  Perce  tribe  of  Indians,  which  treaty  is  supple- 
mental to  and  amendatory  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  said  tribe  June  9, 
1863.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  12th 
instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
of  the  nth  instant,  is  also  herewith  transmitted.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

♦Note  by  the  Executive  Clerk  of  the  Senate.— "The  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  and  this  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  did  not  accompany  the  above 
communication  from  the  President." 


696  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

Wasjukgton,  Jan uar^f  //,  /S6p. 
To  the  Scnak  of  the  Untied  Sfaies: 

1  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with 
the  original  papers  accompanying  the  same,  submitted  in  compHance 
with  the  resohttion  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  such 
information  as  is  furnished  by  the  files  of  the  War  Department  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  erection  of  fortifications  at  Lawrence,  Kans.»  in  1S64  and 

^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Washington, /^ww^in'  I'y,  iS6g, 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  as  to  the  expediency  of  con- 
chiding  a  convention  based  thereupon » a  protocol,  signed  at  London  on  the 
9th  of  October  last,  for  regulating  the  citizensliip  of  citizens  of  tliu  United 
States  who  have  emigrated  or  who  may  emigrate  from  the  United  vStates 
to  the  British  dominions,  and  of  British  subjects  who  have  emigrated  or 
who  may  emigrate  from  the  British  dominions  to  the  United  States  of  , 
Amenca.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Wasjii^gto^,  fanttary  ij,  fS6Q, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  \'iew  to  its  ratifica* 
tion.  a  copy  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain^ 
signed  yesterday  at  Loudon,  providing  for  the  reference  to  an  arbiter  of 
the  question  of  difference  between  the  LTnited  States  and  Great  Britain 
concerning  the  northwest  hne  of  water  bontulary  between  the  United^ 
States  and  the  British  possessions  in  North  America.  It  is  expecte 
that  tile  original  of  the  convention  will  be  forwarded  by  the  steamer' 
which  leaves  Liverpool  to-morrow.  Circumstances,  however,  to  whi^h^ 
it  is  unnece^teiary  to  advert,  in  my  judgment  make  it  advisable  to  coi: 
uumicate  U^  the  Senate  the  copy  referred  to  in  advance  of  the  arrival 
the  origiual  in.stni.uent.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


W^\sm^'aTo^^  January  /j,  iS6g, 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  of  its  ratifica- 
tion, a  copy  of  a  convention  l>etween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
signed  yesterday  at  lAmdon,  providing  for  the  adjustment  of  all  ont- 
standing  claims  of  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  parties,  re^jiectivcly. 
It  is  !  that  t!i        '        •  *  ntitiu  will  1      ^  ^    ! 

by  til'  r  which  I  w,    Circum> 
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ever,  to  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  advert,  in  my  judgment  make  it  advis- 
able to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  copy  referred  to  in  advance  of  the 
arrival  of  the  original  instrument. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  January  18,  iS6p. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  resolution  adopted  on  the  5th  instant,  requesting  the  President 
'  *  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  any  proclamation  of  amnesty  made 
by  him  since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  also  to  communicate 
to  the  vSenate  by  what  authority  of  law  the  same  was  made,"  has  been 
received. 

I  accordingly  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  dated  the 
25th  day  of  December  last.  The  authority  of  law  by  which  it  was  made 
is  set  forth  in  the  proclamation  itself,  which  expressly  affirms  that  it  was 
i.ssued  ' '  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  Con- 
.stitution,  and  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign  people  of  the  United  States," 
and  proclaims  and  declares  '*  unconditionally  and  without  reservation, 
to  all  and  to  every  person  who,  directly  or  indirectly,  participated  in  the 
late  insurrection  or  rebellion,  a  full  pardon  and  amnesty  for  the  oflFense 
of  treason  against  the  United  States,  or  of  adhering  to  their  enemies  dur- 
ing the  late  civil  war,  with  restoration  of  all  rights,  privileges,  and  immu- 
nities under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  which  have  been  made  in 
pursuance  thereof. ' ' 

The  Federal  Constitution  is  understood  to  be  and  is  regarded  by  the 
Executive  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  second  section  of  article 
second  of  that  instrument  provides  that  the  President  ' '  shall  have  power 
to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  oflFenses  against  the  United  States, 
except  in  cases  of  impeachment. ' '  The  proclamation  of  the  25th  ultimo 
is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  judicial  expositions  of  the  authority  thus 
conferred  upon  the  Executive,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
accompanying  papers,  is  in  conformity  with  the  precedent  established  by 
Washington  in  1795,  and  followed  by  President  Adams  in  1800,  Madison 
in  1815, and  Lincoln  in  1863,  and  by  the  present  Executive  in  1865, 1867, 

^"^  ^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  Jamiary  20,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  ultimo,  requesting 
information  in  reference  to  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  use  of  the  build- 
ing known  as  the  Libby  Prison,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Va. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  January  22,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, an  additional  article  to  the  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  for  regulating  the  jurisdiction  of 

^^°^^^^*  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /a««flr)/  22,  j86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, an  additional  article  to  the  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  for  the  mutual  extradition  of  crimi- 
nals  fugitives  from  justice.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion, /a;i«arK  2j,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  that 
body,  a  treaty  concluded  at  the  council  house  on  the  Cattaraugus  Res- 
ervation, in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  1868,  by 
Walter  R.  Irwin,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
duly  authorized  representatives  of  the  several  tribes  and  bands  of  Indians 
residing  in  the  State  of  New  York.  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  dated  the  22d  instant,  and  the  papers  therein  referred  to, 
in  relation  to  the  treaty,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  famiary  26,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  22d  of  June,  i860,  a 
copy  of  certain  regulations  for  the  consular  courts  in  China,  prohibiting 
steamers  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  from  using  or  passing 
through  the  Straw  Shoe  Channel  on  the  river  Yangtse,  decreed  by  S. 
Wells  Williams,  charge  d'affaires,  on  the  ist  of  June,  and  promulgated 
by  George  F.  vSeward,  consul-general  at  Shanghai,  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1868,  with  the  assent  of  five  of  the  United  States  consuls  in  China,  G.  H. 
Colton  Salter  dissenting.  His  objections  to  the  regulations  are  set  forth 
in  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  loth  of  October 
last,  inclosed  in  Consul-General  Seward's  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  the 
same  month  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  D.  Q,.,  January  26,  i86p. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  oj  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  in  relation  to  the  gold  medal  presented  to  Mr.  George 
Peabody  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  16, 1867. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /awwarv  ^7,  i86g. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their  resolution 
of  the  23d  instant,  the  accompanying  report  *  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /<2«tt^^^>'  ^7,  j86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  instant,  requesting 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  Brevet  Major- General  William  S.  Harney  upon  the 
Sioux  and  other  Indians  congregated  under  treaties  made  with  them  by 
the  special  peace  commission.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /<:z««^?r>/  2g,  i86g. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  without  date,  received  at  the  Executive 
Mansion  on  the  loth  of  December,  calling  for  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Costello  and  Warren,  naturalized  citizens  of  the 
United  States  imprisoned  in  Great  Britain,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  an4  the  papers  to  which  it  refers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion, /awwary  2^,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  in  connection 
with  the  treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians  concluded  November  4, 1868, 
which  is  now  before  that  body  for  its  constitutional  action,  an  additional 
article  of  said  treaty  as  an  amendment. 

A  comnuuiication,  dated  the  28th  instant,  from  the  Secretar>^  of  the 
Interior,  and  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
explaining  the  object  of  the  amendment,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

*  Relating  to  buildings  occupied  in  Washington  by  Departments  of  the  Government. 
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Washington,  February  /,  i86g. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

la  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
1 6th  of  December  last,  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  American  citizens  in 
Paraguay,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  7,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  further  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  concerning  recent  transactions  in  the  region  of  the  La  Plata 
affecting  the  political  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Paraguay,  the 
Argentine  Republic,  Uruguay,  and  Brazil,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion,  February  2,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
two  treaties  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  20th  July,  1867,  to  establish  peace  with  certain  hostile  tribes,  x-iz: 

A  treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Laramie,  Dakota  Territory,  on  the  29th 
April,  1868,  with  various  bands  of  the  Sioux  or  Dakota  Nation  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Bridger,  Utah  Territory,  on  the  3d  day  of 
July,  1868,  with  the  Shoshone  (eastern  band)  and  Bannock  Indians. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretar>'  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  2d 
instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  of  the  28th  ultimo,  together  with  the  correspondence 
therein  referred  to,  relating  to  said  treaties,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  j,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  the  papers  which  accompany  it,  in  relation  to  the 
encroachments  of  agents  of  the  Hudsons  Bay  Company  upon  the  trade 
and  territory  of  Alaska.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion,  February  /,  186^, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  that 
body  thereon,  the  following  treaties,  concluded  with  various  bands  and 
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tribes  of  Indians  by  William  I.  Cullen,  special  agent  for  Indians  in  Mon- 
tana, viz: 

Treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Hawley  on  the  i3tli  July,  1868,  with  the 
Gros  Ventres. 

Treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Hawley  on  the  15th  July,  1868,  with  the 
River  Crow  Indians. 

Treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Benton  September  i ,  1868,  with  the  Blackfeet 
Nation  (composed  of  the  tribe  of  that  name  and  the  Blood  and  Piegan 
tribes). 

Treaty  with  the  mixed  bands  of  Shoshones,  Bannocks,  and  Sheepeaters, 
concluded  at  Virginia  City  September  24,  1868. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  3d  instant,  and  the 
report  of  the  Conmiissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  2d  instant,  ex- 
plaining the  provisions  of  the  several  treaties  and  suggesting  an  amend- 
ment of  some  of  them,  and  submitting  maps  and  papers  connected  with 
said  treaties,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  /,  i86p. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d 
January  ultimo,  I  transmit  a  report*  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  is 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  called  for  by  the  resolu- 

^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  8,  i86p. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Referring  to  my  communications  of  the  i6th  of  December,  1868,  and 
of  the  ist  of  February  instant,  addressed  to  the  Senate  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  that  body  of  the  8th  of  December  last,  concerning  recent 
transactions  in  the  region  of  the  La  Plata,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  which  accompany  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  p,  i86p. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  13th 
ultimo,  requesting  information  as  to  expenditures  by  the  northwestern 
boundary  commission,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  subject,  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNvSON. 

*  Rclatinjr  tfj  jjie  claim  of  William  T.  Harris,  a  United  States  citizen,  to  property  withheld  by  the 
Brazilian  Govern nient. 
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Executive  Mansion,  February  p,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  that 
body  thereon,  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1868,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians  by  their  duly 
authorized  delegates. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  8th  instant,  and 
a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  6th  instant,  in 
relation  to  said  treaty,  are  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  11,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers, 
in  relation  to  the  estabhshment  of  the  Robert  College  at  Constantinople. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  ij,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  action  thereon,  a  mutual 
relinquishment  of  the  agreement  between  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa 
Indians  of  Kansas,  which  agreement  is  appended  to  a  treaty  now  before 
the  Senate  between  the  United  States  and  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black 
River  Chippewas  and  the  Muusee  or  Christian  Indians,  concluded  on  the 
I  St  of  June,  1868. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  nth  instant,  together 
with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  75,  186^, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Ufiited  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United 
States  of  Colombia  for  facilitating  and  securing  the  construction  of  a  ship 
canal  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  through  the  continental 
isthmus  lying  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia, 
which  instrument  was  signed  at  Bogota  on  the  14th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion,  February  17,  i86g. 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  on  the  nth  instant,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  between 
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the  United  States  and  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  of  the  Missouri  and  the 
Iowa  tribe  of  Indians.  A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  .the  Interior  of  the 
1 6th  instant,  together  with  the  letters  therein  referred  to,  accompany 
the  treaty.  For  reasons  stated  in  the  accompanying  communications, 
I  request  to  withdraw  from  the  Senate  a  treaty  with  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  of  the  Missouri,  concluded  February  19, 1867,  now  pending  before 
that  body.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  ly,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  and  Hduse  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  relation  to  the  gold  medal  presented  to 
Mr.  Cyrus  W.  Field  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  2, 

^^^7-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Executive  Mansion, 

February  77,  i86g. 
To  the  Saiaie  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  present,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  in  connection 
with  the  treaty  with  the  Brule  and  other  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  now 
pending  before  that  body,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  dated  the  i6th  instant,  and  accompanying  letters  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  and  P.  H.  Conger,  United  States  Indian  agent 
for  the  Yankton  Sioux,  requesting  that  the  benefits  of  said  treaty  may  be 
extended  to  the  Yankton  Sioux  and  all  the  bands  and  individuals  of  the 
Dakota  Sioux.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  77,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  19th 
ultimo,  relating  to  fisheries,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
documents  which  accompanied  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C, 

February  18,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Uriited  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action,  a  treaty  concluded 
on  the  13th  instant  between  the  United  States  and  the  Otoe  and  Mis- 
souria  tribe  of  Indians,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  February  ig,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcpresaitatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  in  relation  to  the  use  of  passports  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  France.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  20,  iS6g, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  an  additional  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  represent- 
ing that  Messrs.  Costello  and  Warren,  citizens  of  the  United  States  im- 
prisoned in  Ireland,  have  been  released. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  23,  iS6g. 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>%  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  January  last,  request- 
ing "that  the  President  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  detail  an 
officer  to  select  from  the  public  lands  such  permanent  points  upon  the 
coast  of  Oregon,  Washington  Territor>- ,  and  Alaska  as  in  his  judgment 
may  be  necessary  for  light-house  purposes,  in  view  of  the  future  commer- 
cial necessity  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  to  reserve  the  same  for  exclusive 
use  of  the  United  States. ' '  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  23,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Referring  to  my  communication  to  Congress  of  the  26th  ultimo,  con- 
cerning a  decree  made  by  the  United  States  charge  d'affaires  in  China, 
on  ist  of  June  last,  prohibiting  steamers  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  from  using  or  passing  through  the  Straw  Shoe  Channel 
on  the  Yangtse  River,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  22d  of 
August  last,  No.  25,  from  S.  Wells  Williams,  esq.,  and  of  such  of  the 
papers  accompanying  it  as  were  not  contained  in  my  former  connnunica- 
tion.  I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  6th  instant  made  by  the 
Secretar>'  of  State  to  the  above-named  dispatch. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  ^/,  iS6g. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  pro\4ding  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
claims  of  citizens  of  either  country  against  the  other,  signed  on  the  4th 
day  of  July  last,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the  ist 
instant. 
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It  is  recommended  that  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
this  convention  into  eiOFect  shall  receive  early  consideration. 

ANDREW  JOHNvSON. 

Washington,  March  /,  186^, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I 
return  herewith  their  resolution  of  the  26th  February,  calling  for  a  state- 
ment of  internal-revenue  stamps  issued  by  the  Government  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  approved  July  i,  1862. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  /j,  1869, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  transferring  the  duties  of  trustees  of  colored 
schools  of  Washington  and  Georgetown"  is  herewith  returned  to  the 
Senate,  in  which  HoUvSe  it  originated,  without  my  approval. 

The  accompanying  paper  exhibits  the  fact  that  the  legislation  which 
the  bill  proposes  is  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  colored  residents  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  and  that  they  prefer  that  the  schools  for 
their  children  should  be  under  the  management  of  trustees  selected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  whose  term  of  office  is  for  four  years,  rather 
than  subject  to  the  control  of  bodies  whose  tenure  of  office,  depending 
merely  upon  political  considerations,  may  be  annually  affected  by  the 
elections  which  take  place  in  the  two  cities. 

The  colored  people  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  are  at  present  not 
represented  by  a  person  of  their  own  race  in  either  of  the  boards  of  trus- 
tees of  public  schools  appointed  by  the  municipal  authorities.  Of  the 
three  trustees,  however,  who,  under  the  act  of  July  11,  1862,  compose 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  schools  for  colored  children,  two  are  persons 
of  color.  The  resolutions  transmitted  herewith  show  that  they  have  per- 
formed their  trust  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  colored  people 
of  the  two  cities,  and  no  good  reason  is  known  to  the  Executive  why  the 
duties  which  now  devolve  upon  them  should  be  transferred  as  proposed 
in  the  bill. 

With  these  brief  suggestions  the  bill  is  respectfully  returned,  and  the 
consideration  of  Congress  invited  to  the  accompanying  preamble  and 

'*^^^"''"""-  ANDRKW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  22,  i86p. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  accompanying  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  duties  on  im- 
ported copper  and  copper  ores, ' '  is,  for  the  following  reasons,  returned, 
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without  my  approval,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  branc 
of  Congress  it  originated. 

Its  immediate  eiOFect  will  be  to  diminish  the  public  receipts,  for  tl 
object  of  the  bill  can  not  be  accomplished  without  seriously  afiFectin 
the  importation  of  copper  and  copper  ores,  from  which  a  considerab 
revenue  is  at  present  derived.  While  thus  impairing  the  resources  < 
the  Government,  it  imposes  an  additional  tax  upon  an  already  overbii 
dened  people,  who  should  not  be  further  impoverished  that  monopoli< 
may  be  fostered  and  corporations  enriched. 

It  is  represented — ^and'the  declaration  seems  to  be  sustained  by  ev 
dence — ^that  the  duties  for  which  this  bill  provides  are  nearly  or  quii 
sufficient  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  foreign  ores  of  copper.  I 
enactment,  therefore,  will  prove  detrimental  to  the  shipping  interests  k 
the  nation,  and  at  the  same  time  destroy  the  business,  for  many  years  su 
cessfuUy  established,  of  smelting  home  ores  in  connection  with  a  small< 
amount  of  the  imported  articles.  This  business,  it  is  credibly  asserte< 
has  heretofore  yielded  the  larger  share  of  the  copper  production  of  tl 
country,  and  thus  the  industry  which  this  legislation  is  designed  to  ei 
courage  is  actually  less  than  that  which  will  be  destroyed  by  the  passa^ 
of  this  bill. 

It  seems  also  to  be  evident  that  the  eiOFect  of  this  measure  will  be  1 
enhance  by  70  per  cent  the  cost  of  blue  vitriol — an  article  extensive! 
used  in  dyeing  and  in  the  manufacture  of  printed  and  colored  cloths.  1 
produce  such  an  augmentation  in  the  price  of  this  commodity  will  be  1 
discriminate  against  other  great  branches  of  domestic  industry,  and  t 
increasing  their  cost  to  expose  them  most  unfairly  to  the  effects  of  fo 
eign  competition.  Legislation  can  neither  be  wise  nor  just  which  seel 
the  welfare  of  a  single  interest  at  the  expense  and  to  the  injury  of  man 
and  varied  interests  at  least  equally  important  and  equally  deserving  tl 
consideration  of  Congress.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  find  any  reasc 
which  will  justify  the  interference  of  Government  with  any  legitimai 
industry,  except  so  far  as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  requiremen 
of  the  revenue.  As  has  already  been  stated,  however,  the  legislati^ 
inter\'ention  proposed  in  the  present  instance  will  diminish,  not  increas< 
the  public  receipts. 

The  enactment  of  such  a  law  is  urged  as  necessary  for  the  relief  < 
certain  mining  interests  upon  Lake  Superior,  which,  it  is  alleged,  are  i 
a  greatly  depressed  condition,  and  can  only  be  sustained  by  an  enhano 
ment  of  the  price  of  copper.  If  this  result  should  follow  the  passage  k 
the  bill,  a  tax  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  a  single  class  would  be  impose 
upon  the  consumers  of  copper  throughout  the  entire  country,  not  wa 
ranted  by  any  need  of  the  Government,  and  the  avails  of  which  woul 
not  in  any  degree  find  their  way  into  the  Treasury  of  the  nation.  If  tl: 
miners  of  Lake  Superior  are  in  a  condition  of  want,  it  can  not  be  just! 
affirmed  that  the  Government  should  extend  charity  to  them  in  prefe 
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ence  to  those  of  its  citizens  who  in  other  portions  of  the  country  sufiFer 
in  like  manner  from  destitution.  Least  of  all  should  the  endeavor  to  aid 
them  be  based  upon  a  method  so  uncertain  and  indirect  as  that  contem- 
plated by  the  bill,  and  which,  moreover,  proposes  to  continue  the  exercise 
of  its  benefaction  through  an  indefinite  period  of  years.  It  is,  besides, 
reasonable  to  hope  that  positive  suffering  from  want,  if  it  really  exists, 
will  prove  but  temporary^  in  a  region  where  agricultural  labor  is  so  much 
in  demand  and  so  well  compensated.  A  careful  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject appears  to  show  that  the  present  low  price  of  copper,  which  alone 
has  induced  any  depression  the  mining  interests  of  Lake  Superior  may 
have  recently  experienced,  is  due  to  causes  which  it  is  wholly  impolitic, 
if  not  impracticable,  to  contravene  by  legislation.  These  causes  are,  in 
the  main,  an  increase  in  the  general  supply  of  copper,  owing  to  the  dis- 
cover>'  and  working  of  remarkably  productive  mines  and  to  a  coincident 
restriction  in  the  consumption  and  use  of  copper  by  the  substitution  of 
other  and  cheaper  metals  for  industrial  purposes.  It  is  now  sought  to 
resist  by  artificial  means  the  action  of  natural  laws;  to  place  the  people 
of  the  United  vStates,  in  respect  to  the  enjoyment  and  use  of  an  essential 
commodity,  upon  a  different  basis  from  other  nations,  and  especially  to 
compensate  certain  private  and  sectional  interests  for  the  changes  and 
losses  which  are  always  incident  to  industrial  progress. 

Although  providing  for  an  increase  of  duties,  the  proposed  law  does  not 
even  come  within  the  range  of  protection,  in  the  fair  acceptation  of  the 
term.  It  does  not  look  to  the  fostering  of  a  young  and  feeble  interest 
with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  attainment  of  strength  and  the  capacity  of 
self-support.  It  appears  to  assume  that  the  present  inability  for  success- 
ful production  is  inherent  and  permanent,  and  is  more  likely  to  increase 
than  to  be  gradually  overcome;  yet  in  spite  of  this  it  proposes,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  lawmaking  power,  to  sustain  that  interest  and  to  impose  it  in 
hopeless  perpetuity  as  a  tax  upon  the  competent  and  beneficent  industries 
of  the  country. 

The  true  method  for  the  mining  interests  of  Lake  Superior  to  obtain 
relief,  if  relief  is  needed,  is  to  endeavor  to  make  their  great  natural 
resources  fully  available  by  reducing  the  cost  of  production.  Special  or 
class  legislation  can  not  remedy  the  evils  which  this  bill  is  designed  to 
meet.  They  can  only  be  overcome  by  laws  which  will  effect  a  wise,  hon- 
est, and  economical  administration  of  the  Government,  a  reestablishment 
of  the  specie  standard  of  value,  and  an  early  adjustment  of  our  system  of 
State,  municipal,  and  national  taxation  (especially  the  latter)  upon  the 
fundamental  principle  that  all  taxes,  whether  collected  under  the  inter- 
nal revenue  or  under  a  tariff,  shall  interfere  as  little  as  jxDSsible  with  the 
productive  energies  of  the  people. 

The  bill  is  therefore  returned,  in  the  belief  that  the  true  interests  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  people  require  that  it  should  not  become  a  law. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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PROCLAMATION, 


By  the  President  of  thk  United  States  of  America. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  set  forth 
several  proclamations  offering:  amuest}'  and  pardon  to  persons  who  liad 
been  or  were  concerned  in  the  late  rebehion  against  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  Gov^ernnient  of  the  United  States,  which  proclamations  were  sev- 
erally issued  on  the  Sth  day  of  December,  1863.  on  the  26th  day  of  March, 
1864,  on  the  29th  day  of  May»  1865,  on  the  7th  day  of  September,  iS67,j 
and  on  the  4th  clay  of  July,  in  tlie  present  year;  and 

Whereas  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  ha\nng  been  re 
tabltshed  in  all  the  States  and  Territories  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  believed  that  such  prudential  reservations  and  excep*! 
tions  as  at  the  dates  of  said  several  proclamations  were  deemed  necessary 
and  proper  may  now  be  msely  and  justly  rehnqnished,  and  that  an  uni- 
versal anuiesty  and  pardon  for  participation  in  said  rebellion  extended  to 
all  who  have  borne  any  part  therein  will  tend  to  secure  permanent  peace, 
order,  and  prosperity  throughout  the  land,  and  to  renew  and  fully  restorej 
confidence  and  fraternal  feeling  among  the  whole  people,  and  their  reJ 
spect  for  and  attachment  to  the  National  Government,  designed  by  it 
patriotic  founders  for  the  general  good : 

Now,  therefore,  l>e  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  th€ 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authorit>'  in  me  vested  by 
the  Constitution  and  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign  ]ieople  of  the  United 
States,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare,  unconditionally  and  without  res- 
erv^ation,  to  all  and  to  every  person  who,  directly  or  indirectly,  participated 
in  the  late  insurrection  or  rebellion  a  full  pardon  and  anuiesty  for  the 
offense  of  treason  against  the  United  States  or  of  adhering  to  their  ene-l 
mies  during  the  late  civil  war,  with  restoration  of  all  rights,  privileges, 
and  innn  unities  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  which  have  been 
made  in  pursuance  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  presents  w4th  my  hand  and 
have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto 
affixed. 
[seal.]  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  25th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1868,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  uiuety-third.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

F.  W-  Seward, 

Acting  Seariary  0/  Siak, 
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IMPEACHMENT  OF  ANDREW  JOHNSON,  PRESI- 
DENT OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1868,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  resolved  to  impeach  Andrew  Johnson, 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  of 
which  the  Senate  was  apprised,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
trial.  On  the  2d  and  3d  of  March  articles  of  impeachment  were  agreed 
upon  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  on  the  4th  they  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  by  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House,  Mr.  John 
A.  Bingham,  Mr.  George  S.  Boutwell,  Mr.  James  F.  Wilson,  Mr.  Benja- 
min F.  Butler,  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  Mr.  John  A.  Logan,  and  Mr.  Thad- 
deus  Stevens,  who  were  accompanied  by  the  House  as  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.     The  articles  are  as  follows: 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  United  States, 

March  2,  1868. 

Articles  Exhibited  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Name  of  Themselves  and  All  the  Peo- 
ple OF  THE  United  States,  against  Andrew  Johnson,  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  in  Maintenance  and  Support  of  Their 
Impeachment  against  Him  for  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors 
IN  Office. 

Article  I.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  2ist  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office,  of  his  oath  of 
office,  and  of  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution  that  he  should  take 
care  that  the  laws  \yQ  faithfully  executed,  did  unlawfully  and  in  violation 
of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  issue  an  order  in  writ- 
ing for  the  removal  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  the  office  of  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War,  said  Edwin  M.  Stanton  having  been  theretofore 
duly  ap|K)inted  and  commissioned,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  as  such  Secretary;  and  said  Andrew 
Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  i2tli  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1867,  and  during  the  recess  of  said  vSenate,  having  suspended  by  his  order 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  said  office,  and  within  twenty  days  after  the  first 
day  of  the  next  meeting  of  said  Senate — that  is  to  say,  on  the  12th  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid — having  reported  to  said  Senate 
such  suspension,  with  the  evidence  and  reasons  for  his  action  in  the  case 
and  the  name  of  the  person  designated  to  perform  the  duties  of  such 
office  temporarily  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate;  and  said  Senate 
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'thereafterwards,  on  the  i3tli  day  of  Januar>%  A.  D.  1868,  having  duly 
considered  the  evidence  and  reasons  reported  by  said  Andrew  Johnson 
for  said  suspension,  and  having  refused  to  concur  in  said  suspension, 
whereby  and  by  force  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  regu- 
lating the  tenure  of  certain  civil  ofl&ces,"  passed  March  2,  1867,  said 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  did  forthwith  resume  the  functions  of  his  office, 
whereof  the  said  Andrew  Johnson  had  then  and  there  due  notice;  and 
said  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  by  reason  of  the  premises,  on  said  21st  day  of 
February,  being  lawfully  entitled  to  hold  said  office  of  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War;  which  said  order  for  the  removal  of  said  Edwin  M. 
Stanton  is  in  substance  as  follows;  that  is  to  say: 

ExRcuTivK  Mansion, 
Washington^  D,  C,  February  21  y  1868, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

IVashington,  D.  C, 
Sir:  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me  as  President  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  you  are  hereby  removed  from  office  as  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  War,  and  your  functions  as  such  will  terminate  upon  the 
receipt  of  tliis  communication. 

You  will  transfer  to  Brevet  Major-General  Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutant-General  of 
the  Army,  who  has  this  day  been  authorized  and  empowered  to  act  as  Secretary 
of  War  ad  interim ^  all  records,  books,  papers,  and  other  public  property  now  in  your 
custody  and  charge. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

which  order  was  unlawfully  issued  wnth  intent  then  and  there  to  violate 
the  act  entitled  **An  act  regulating  the  tenure  of  certain  civil  offices/' 
passed  March  2,  1867,  and  with  the  further  intent,  contrar>- to  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act,  in  violation  thereof,  and  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  without  the  advnce  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  said  Senate  then  and  there  being 
in  session,  to  remove  said  Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  the  office  of  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  War,  the  said  Edwin  M.  Stanton  being  then  and 
there  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  and  being  then  and  there 
in  the  due  and  lawful  execution  and  discharge  of  the  duties  of  said  office; 
whereby  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  vStates,  did  then 
and  there  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Art.  II.  That  on  said  21st  day  of  February,  A.D.  1868,  at  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office,  of  his  oath  of 
office,  and  in  \nolation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  regulating  the  tenure  of 
certain  civil  offices,"  passed  March  2,  1867,  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  said  Senate  then  and  there  being 
in  session,  and  without  authority  of  law,  did,  w4th  intent  to  violate  the 
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Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  act  aforesaid,  issue  and  deliver 

to  one  Lorenzo  Thomas  a  letter  of  authority  in  substance  as  follows;  that 

is  to  say: 

ExECurrvE  Mansion, 
Washington,  D,  C,  February  21, 1868, 

Brevet  Major-General  Lorenzo  TnoaiAS, 

Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  Washington ,  D.  C, 
Sir:  The  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  having  been  this  day  removed  from  office  as 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interitn,  and  will  immediately  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  pertaining  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Stanton  has  been  instructed  to  transfer  to  you  all  the  records,  books,  papers, 
and  other  public  property  now  in  his  custody  and  charge. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

then  and  there  being  no  vacancy  in  said  oflSce  of  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War;  whereby  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United 
States,  did  then  and  there  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor 
in  office. 

Art.  III.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  2ist  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor  in  office 
in  this,  that  without  authority  of  law,  while  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  was  then  and  there  in  session,  he  did  appoint  one  Lorenzo  Thomas 
to  be  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  ad  interim,  without  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  with  intent  to  violate  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  no  vacancy  having  happened  in  said  office  of  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  War  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  no  vacancy 
existing  in  said  office  at  the  time,  and  which  said  appointment,  so  made 
by  said  Andrew  Johnson,  of  said  Lorenzo  Thomas,  is  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows; that  is  to  say: 

ExEcirrrvR  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  21,  1868, 
Brevet  Major-General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  United  States  Artny,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  The  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  having  been  this  day  removed  from  office  as 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,  and  will  immediately  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties*  pertaining  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Stanton  has  been  instructed  to  transfer  to  you  all  the  records,  books,  papers, 
and  other  public  property  now  in  his  custody  and  charge. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Art.  IV.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  ofl&ce  and  his  oath  of  office,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  did 
unlawfully  conspire  with  one  Lorenzo  Thomas,  and  with  other  persons 
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to  the  House  of  Representatives  unknown,  with  intent,  by  intimidatiot 
and  threats,  unlawfully  to  hinder  and  prevent  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  then  anc 
there  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  duly  appointed  undei 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  from  holding  said  office  of  Secretary  for  th< 
Department  of  War,  contrary  to  and  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  o: 
the  United  States  and  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  tc 
define  and  punish  certain  conspiracies,**  approved  July  31, 1861;  whereb) 
said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  did  then  and  then 
commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  in  ofiice. 

Art.  V.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States 
unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office  and  of  his  oath  of  office,  on  th< 
2ist  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times  ii 
said  year  before  the  2d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  th< 
District  of  Columbia,  did  unlawfully  conspire  with  one  Lorenzo  Thomas 
and  with  other  persons  to  the  House  of  Representatives  unknown,  to  pre 
vent  and  hinder  the  execution  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  th< 
tenure  of  certain  civil  offices,"  passed  March  2,  1867,  and  in  pursuance 
of  said  conspiracy  did  unlawfully  attempt  to  prevent  Edwin  M.  Stanton 
then  and  there  being  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  duly  ap 
pointed  and  commissioned  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  fron 
holding  said  office;  whereby  the  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  th« 
United  States,  did  then  and  there  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  mis 
demeanor  in  office. 

Art.  VI.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States 
unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office  and  of  his  oath  of  office,  on  th< 
2ist  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum 
bia,  did  unlawfully  conspire  with  one  Lorenzo  Thomas  by  force  to  seize 
take,  and  possess  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  the  Department  o: 
War,  and  then  and  there  in  the  custody  and  charge  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton 
Secretary  for  said  Department,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitlec 
"An  act  to  define  and  punish  certain  conspiracies,"  approved  July  31 
186 1,  and  with  intent  to  violate  and  disregard  an  act  entitled  "An  ad 
regulating  the  tenure  of  certain  civil  offices,"  passed  March  2,  1867 
whereby  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  did  thei 
and  there  conmiit  a  high  crime  in  office. 

Art.  VII.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States 

unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office  and  of  his  oath  of  office,  or 

the  2ist  day. of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  the  District  o\ 

I  Columbia,  did  unlawfully  conspire  with  one  I^renzo  Thomas  with  intern 

j  unlawfully  to  seize,  take,  and  possess  the  property  of  the  United  Sfatei 

I  in  the  Department  of  War,  in  the  custody  and  charge  of  Edwin  M.  Stan 

I  ton,  Secretary  for  said  Department,  with  intent  to  violate  and  disregarc 

the  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  tenure  of  certain  civil  offices,* 

passed  March  2,  1867;  whereby  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 

United  States,  did  then  and  there  commit  a  high  misdemeanor  in  office. 
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Art.  VIII.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office  and  of  his  oath  of  office,  with 
intent  unlawfully  to  control  the  disbursement  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  military  ser\nce  and  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  21st  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  did 
unlawfully,  and  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  '  'An  act  regu- 
lating the  tenure  of  certain  civil  offices,"  passed  March  2,  1867,  and  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  without  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  while  the  Senate  was 
then  and  there  in  session,  there  being  no  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  War,  and  with  intent  to  violate  and  disregard 
the  act  aforesaid,  then  and  there  issue  and  deliver  to  one  Lorenzo  Thomas 
a  letter  of  authority,  in  writing,  in  substance  as  follows;  that  is  to  say: 

ExEcuTFVE  Mansion, 
Washington,  D,  C,  February  21,  1868. 
Brevet  Major-General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  United  States  Arpuy,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Sir:  The  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  having  been  this  day  removed  from  office  as 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,  and  will  immediately  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  pertaining  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Stanton  has  been  instructerl  to  transfer  to  you  all  the  records,  books,  papers, 
and  other  public  prop)erty  now  in  his  custody  and  charge. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

whereby  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  did  then 
and  there  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Art.  IX.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1868,  at  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  disregard  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  duly  enacted,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  did  bring  before  himself  then  and  there  William  H.  Emory,  a 
major-general  by  brevet  in  the  Anny  of  the  United  States,  actually  in 
command  of  the  Department  of  Washington  and  the  military  forces 
thereof,  and  did  then  and  there,  as  such  Commander  in  Chief,  declare  to 
and  instruct  said  Emory  that  part  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed 
March  2,  1867,  entitled  **An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868,  and  for  other  purposes,*' 
especially  the  second  section  thereof,  which  provides,  among  other  things, 
that  *  *  all  orders  and  instructions  relating  to  military  operations  issued 
by  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  issued  through  the  Gen- 
eral of  the  Anny,  and  in  case  of  his  inability  through  the  next  in  rank," 
was  luiconstitiitional  and  in  contravention  of  the  commission  of  said 
Emory,  and  which  said  provision  of  law  had  Ix-^en  theretofore  duly  and 
legally  pronuilgated  by  general  order  for  the  government  and  direction 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  vStates,  as  the  said  Andrew  Johnson  then  and 
there  well  knew,  with  intent  thereby  to  induce  said  Emory,  in  his  official 
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capacity  as  commander  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  to  violate  the 
provisions  of  said  act  and  to  take  and  receive,  act  upon,  and  obey  such 
orders  as  he,  the  said  Andrew  Johnson,  might  make  and  give,  and 
which  should  not  be  issued  through  the  General  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  with  the  fur- 
ther intent  thereby  to  enable  him,  the  said  Andrew  Johnson,  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  tenure  of  certain 
•civil  offices,"  passed  March  2, 1867,  and  to  unlawfully  prevent  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  then  being  Secretar>'  for  the  Department  of  War,  from  holding 
said  office  and  discharging  the  duties  thereof;  whereby  said  Andrew 
Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  did  then  and  there  commit  and 
was  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor  in  office. 

And  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  protestation,  sa\nng  to  them- 
selves the  liberty  of  exhibiting  at  any  time  hereafter  any  further  articles 
or  other  accusation  or  impeachment  against  the  said  Andrew  Johnson, 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  replying  to  his  answers  which 
he  shall  make  unto  the  articles  herein  preferred  against  him,  and  of  ofiFer- 
ing  proof  to  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  to  all  and  every  other 
article,  accusation,  or  impeachment  which  shall  be  exhibited  by  them,  as 
the  case  shall  require,  do  demand  that  the  said  Andrew  Johnson  may  be 
put  to  answer  the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  office  herein  charged 
against  him,  and  that  such  proceedings,  examinations,  trials,  and  judg- 
ments may  be  thereupon  had  and  given  as  may  be  agreeable  to  law  and 

j^^^^^^-  SCHUYLER  COLFAX, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

-^^^^^-  EDWARD  Mcpherson, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  United  States, 

March  j,  1868, 
The  following  additional  articles  of  impeachment  were  agreed  to,  viz: 
Art.  X.  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office  and  the  dignity  and  proprieties 
thereof,  and  of  the  harmony  and  courtesies  which  ought  to  exist  and  be 
maintained  between  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  designing  and  intending  to  set  aside  the 
rightful  authority  and  powers  of  Congress,  did  attempt  to  bring  into  dis- 
grace, ridicule,  hatred,  contempt,  and  reproach  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  and  the  several  branches  thereof,  to  impair  and  destroy  the  regard 
and  respect  of  all  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  Congress 
and  legislative  power  thereof  (which  all  officers  of  the  Government  ought 
inviolably  to  preserve  and  maintain),  and  to  excite  the  odium  and  resent- 
ment of  all  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  against  Congress  and 
"  *  laws  by  it  duly  and  constitutionally  enacted;  and,  in  pursuance  of  his 
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said  design  and  intent,  openly  and  publicly,  and  before  divers  assemblages 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  convened  in  divers  parts  thereof  to 
meet  and  receive  said  Andrew  Johnson  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
United  States,  did,  on  the  i8th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1866,  and  on  divers 
other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as  afterwards,  make  and  deliver  with 
a  loud  voice  certain  intemperate,  inflammatory,  and  scandalous  harangues, 
and  did  therein  utter  loud  threats  and  bitter  menaces,  as  well  against  Con- 
gress as  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  duly  enacted  thereby,  amid  the 
cries,  jeers,  and  laughter  of  the  multitudes  then  assembled  and  in  hear- 
ing, which  are  set  forth  in  the  several  specifications  hereinafter  written 
in  substance  and  effect;  that  is  to  say: 

Specification  first. — In  this,  that  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, in  the  Executive  Mansion,  to  a  committee  of  citizens  who  called  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  speaking  of  and  concerning  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United 
States,  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1866,  did  in 
a  loud  voice  declare  in  substance  and  effect,  among  other  things;  that  is 
to  say: 

So  far  as  the  executive  department  of  the  Government  is  concerned,  the  effort  has 
been  made  to  restore  the  Union,  to  heal  the  breach,  to  pour  oil  into  the  wounds  which 
were  consequent  upon  the  struggle,  and  (to  speak  in  common  phrase)  to  prepare,  as 
tlie  learned  and  wise  physician  would,  a  plaster  healing  in  character  and  coextensive 
with  the  wound.  We  thought  and  we  think  that  we  liad  partially  succeeded;  but  as 
the  work  progresses,  as  reconstruction  seemed  to  be  taking  place  and  the  country 
was  becoming  reunited,  we  found  a  disturbing  and  marring  element  opposing  us. 
In  alluding  to  that  element  1  shall  go  no  further  than  your  convention  and  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  who  has  delivered  to  me  the  report  of  its  proceedings.  I  shall 
make  no  reference  to  it  that  1  do  not  believe  the  time  and  the  occasion  justify. 

We  have  witnessed  in  one  department  of  the  Government  every  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent the  restoration  of  peace,  harmony,  and  union.  We  have  seen  hanging  upon  the 
verge  of  the  Government,  as  it  were,  a  body  called,  or  which  assumes  to  be,  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  while  in  fact  it  is  a  Congress  of  only  a  part  of  the  States. 
We  have  seen  this  Congress  pretend  to  be  for  the  Union,  when  its  ever>'  step  and 
act  tended  to  perpetuate  disunion  and  make  a  disruption  of  the  States  inevitable. 
*  *  *  We  have  seen  Congress  gradually  encroach,  step  by  step,  up)on  constitu- 
tional rights,  and  violate,  day  after  day  and  month  after  month,  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Government.  We  have  seen  a  Congress  that  seemed  to  forget  that 
there  was  a  limit  to  the  sphere  and  scope  of  legislation.  We  have  seen  a  Congress 
in  a  minority  assume  to  exercise  power  which,  allowed  to  be  consummated,  would 
result  in  despotism  or  monarchy  itself. 

Specification  second, — In  this,  that  at  Cleveland,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
heretofore,  to  w-it,  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1866,  before  a  public 
assemblage  of  citizens  and  others,  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  speaking  of  and  concerning  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  did  in  a  loud  voice  declare  in  substance  and  effect,  among  other 
things;  that  is  to  say: 

I  will  tell  you  what  I  did  do.  I  called  upon  your  Congress  that  is  trying  to  break 
up  the  Government. 

«  ♦  #  ♦  »  *  « 
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In  conclusion,  besides  that,  Confess  had  taken  much  pains  to  poison  their  con- 
stituents against  him.  But  what  had  Congre&s  done?  Have  tliey  done  anytliing 
to  restore  the  Union  of  these  States?  No.  On  the  contrary,  tlie^"  have  done  every- 
thing to  prevent  it*  And  because  he  stood  now  where  he  did  when  the  rebelHon 
coninienced,  he  had  been  denouncefl  as  a  traitor.  Who  had  run  j^reater  risks  or 
made  ^eater  sacrifices  thati  himself?  But  Congress,  factious  and  domineering,  had 
undertaken  to  poison  the  min<is  of  the  American  people. 

Spedficaihn  third. — In  this^  that  at  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  8th  day  of  Septemi>er,  A.  D.  1866,  before  a  public 
assemblage  of  citizens  and  others,  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  speaking  of  and  concerning  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  did  in  a  loud  voice  declare  in  substance  and  effect,  among  other 
things;  that  is  to  say  : 

Go  oti.  Perhaps  if  you  had  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject  of  New  Orleans  you 
might  understand  more  about  it  than  you  do.  And  if  you  wiU  go  back — ^if  you  will 
go  back  and  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  riot  at  New  Orleans,  pyerliaps  you  wiU  not 
be  so  prompt  in  calling  out  "New  Orleans.*'  If  you  vnll  take  up  the  not  at  New 
Orleans  and  trace  it  back  to  its  source  or  its  immediate  cause,  you  will  find  out  who 
was  responsible  for  the  blood  tliat  was  shed  there.  If  you  will  take  up  the  riot  at 
New  Orleans  and  trace  it  back  to  the  Radical  Congress,  you  wiU  find  that  tlie  riot 
at  New  Orleans  was  suhsLintially  planned.  If  you  will  take  up  the  procecilings  in 
their  caucuses,  you  wilt  undcrHtand  that  they  there  knew  that  a  couveutiou  was  to 
be  called  which  was  extinct  fiy  its  pc»vver  haviug  expired;  that  it  was  said  that  the 
inteutiou  was  that  a  new  government  was  to  be  organized,  and  on  the  organization 
of  that  government  the  intention  was  t«  enfranchise  one  portion  of  the  population, 
called  the  colored  jx>pu1ation,  who  had  just  been  eniancii>ated»  and  at  the  same  lime 
disfranchise  white  men.  When  you  design  to  talk  about  New  Orleans,  you  ought 
to  understand  what  yon  are  talking  about.  When  you  read  the  sjieeches  that  were 
made  and  take  up  the  facts  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday  before  that  convention  sat, 
yon  wil]  there  find  that  speeches  were  made,  inccndiar>-  in  their  character,  exciting 
that  portion  of  the  population — the  black  population — to  arm  themselves  and  pre- 
pare for  the  shedding  of  blrHxl,  You  will  also  find  that  that  convention  did  asisem- 
ble,  in  violation  of  law,  and  the  intention  of  that  convention  was  to  supersede  the 
reorganized  authorities  in  the  State  government  of  I^juisiana,  which  had  been  rec- 
ognized by  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  every  man  engaged  in  that 
rebellion  in  that  conventitm,  with  the  intention  of  superseding  and  upturning  the 
civil  goverrmient  which  had  been  recognized  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  I  say  that  he  was  a  traitor  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
hence  you  find  that  another  rel>ellkni  VkiLs  commenced^  hart'tti^  its  orij^in  itt  tltc 
Radii al  Congress, 

So  iTiiich  for  the  New  Orleans  riot.  And  there  was  the  cause  and  the  origin  of 
the  blood  that  was  shed;  and  every  *lrop  of  blood  that  was  shed  is  upon  tlieir  skirts, 
and  they  are  responsible  for  it.  I  could  test  this  thing  a  little  closer,  but  will  not 
do  it  here  to-night.  But  when  you  talk  about  the  causes  and  conseciuenecs  that 
resulted  from  proceedings  of  that  kind,  perhaps,  as  I  liave  been  intro<1ucetl  Here^ 
and  you  have  provoked  {piestions  of  this  kind  -though  it  does  not  provoke  mc  I 
will  tell  you  a  few  wholcsiitne  things  tliat  have  been  done  by  this  Radical  Congress 
in  connection  with  New  Orleans  and  the  extensicin  of  the  elective  frtinchise. 

I  know  that  I  have  lieen  traduced  and  «ibnsefl,     I  know  it  has  come  in  advance  of 

n>e,  here  as  elsewhere,  that  1  have  attempted  to  exercise  an  arhitranr*  power  in  rejsist- 

tlg  laws  that  were  intended  to  l>e  forced  upon  the  Government;  that  I  had  exer- 
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dscd  that  power;  that  I  had  afmndone<l  the  party  that  elected  nie,  and  that  I  was  a 
traitor,  l>ecausc  I  exercised  the  veto  power  in  altcnipting  and  clitl  arrest  for  a  lime 
a  bill  that  wa.s  called  a  "  Freedmen's  Bureau"  hill;  yeK»  that  I  was  a  traitor,  Aud 
I  have  been  traduced,  I  have  Ijeen  slanderetl,  I  have  been  maligned,  I  have  been 
called  Judas  Iscariot  and  all  that.  Now.  my  countrymen »  here  to-uight,  it  is  very 
easy  to  indulge  in  epithets;  it  is  easy  to  call  a  man  a  Judas  and  cr>'  out  *'  traitor;'*  but 
when  he  is  called  upon  to  give  arguments  aud  facts  he  is  very  often  found  wanting. 
Ju<liis  Iscariot —Judas,  There  was  a  Judas,  and  he  was  tjne  of  the  twelve  apostles. 
Oh,  yes;  the  twelve  ajiostles  had  a  Christ.  The  twelve  apostles  had  a  Christ,  and  he 
never  could  have  had  a  Judas  tiuless  he  bail  had  twelve  ajwstles.  If  I  have  plaj'ed 
the  Judas,  who  has  been  my  Christ  that  I  have  played  the  Judas  with?  Was  it  Thad. 
Stevens?  Was  it  Wendell  Phillips?  Was  it  Charles  Sumtier?  These  are  the  men 
that  stop  and  compare  themselves  with  the  Savior,  and  everybody  that  differs  w^th 
them  in  opinion,  and  to  Xxy  to  stay  and  arrest  their  diabolical  anil  nefarious  policy, 
is  to  be  denounced  as  a  Judas. 

*♦♦*«♦* 

Well,  let  me  say  to  yow,  if  you  will  stand  by  me  in  this  action,  if  you  will  stand  by 
me  in  tiy^ing  to  give  the  fieople  a  fair  chance—  soldiers  and  citizens — ^to  participate  in 
these  offices,  CxOfJ  l>eitig  willing  I  will  kick  them  out,  I  will  kick  them  out  just  as 
fast  as  I  can. 

Let  me  say  to  you  in  concluding  that  wdiat  I  have  said  I  intended  to  say.  I  was 
not  provoked  into  this,  and  I  care  not  for  their  menaces,  the  taunts  and  the  jeers, 
1  care  not  for  threats,  1  do  not  intend  to  l>e  bullied  by  \\\y  enemies  nor  overawed 
by  my  friends.  But,  Gotl  willing,  with  your  help  I  will  veto  their  measures  w^heu- 
ever  any  of  them  come  to  me, 

which  said  utterances,  declarations,  threats,  and  harangues,  highly  cen- 
sitrable  in  any,  are  peculiarly  indecent  and  iinbeconiing  in  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  the  United  States,  by  means  whereof  sai  '.  Andrew  Johnson  has 
brotight  the  high  office  of  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  into  con- 
tempt, ridiculet  aud  disgrace,  to  the  great  scandal  of  all  good  citizens; 
whereby  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  did  com- 
mit and  was  then  and  there  gtiilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Art.  XL  That  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office  and  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  in 
disregard  of  the  Constittttion  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  did  here- 
tofore, to  wit,  on  the  i8th  day  of  August,  A.  1).  i866,  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Coknnbia,  by  ptiblic  speech,  declare  and 
affirm  in  sul>stancc  that  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  of  the  United  States 
was  not  a  Congress  of  the  United  States  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
to  exercise  legislative  ptjwer  under  the  same,  button  the  contrary,  was  a 
Congress  of  only  j^art  of  the  States;  thereby  denying  and  intetiding  to 
deny  that  the  legislation  of  said  Congress  was  valid  or  obligatory  upon 
him,  the  said  Andrew  Johnson,  except  in  so  far  as  he  saw  fit  to  approve 
the  same,  and  also  thereby  detiying  and  intending  to  deny  the  piwer 
of  the  said  Thirty- ninth  CongTe,ss  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  and  in  pursuance  of  said  declaration  the  said 
Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  aftenvards,  to  wit,  on 
the  2 1  St  day  of  Februar>%  A.  D.  i868,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  did  unlawfully,  and  in  disregard  of  the  reqttiremeut 
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of  the  Constitution  that  he  should  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed,  attempt  to  fnnevent  the  execution  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act 
regulating  the  tenure  of  certain  civil  offices,**  passed  March  2,  1867,  by 
unlawfully  devising  and  contrixing,  and  attempting  to  devise  and  con- 
trive, means  by  which  he  should  prevent  Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  forth- 
with resuming  the  functions  of  the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  War,  notwithstanding  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to  concur  in  the  sus- 
pension theretofore  made  by  said  Andrew  Johnson  of  said  Edwin  M. 
Stanton  from  said  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  and 
also  by  further  unlawfully  devising  and  contriving,  and  attempting  to 
devise  and  contrive,  means  then  and  there  to  prevent  the  execution  of  an 
act  entitled  **An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1 868,  and  for  other  purposes,  *  *  approved 
March  2,  1867,  and  also  to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel  States," 
passed  March  2,  1867,  whereby  the  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of 
the  United  States,  did  then,  to  wit,  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1868,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  mis- 
demeanor in  office.  SCHUYLER  COLFAX, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

^"^^-  EDWARD  Mcpherson, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

In  the  Senate,  March  4,  1868, 
The  President  pro  tempore  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  letter 
from  the  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States: 

Washington,  March  /,  1868, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Inasmuch  as  the  sole  power  to  try  impeachments  is  vested  by  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  Senate,  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Justice  to 
preside  when  the  President  is  on  trial,  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting, 
very  respectfully,  vSome  observations  in  respect  to  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  imi>eachment  which  has  been  preferred  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  against  the  President  now  in  office. 

That  when  the  Senate  sits  for  the  trial  of  an  inii)eachment  it  sits  as  a 
court  seems  unquestionable. 

That  for  the  trial  of  an  impeachment  of  the  President  this  court  must 
be  constituted  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  with  the  Chief  Justice  pre- 
siding, seems  equally  unquestionable. 

The  Federalist  is  regarded  as  the  highest  contemporary^  authority  on 
the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  sixty-fourth  number  the 
functions  of  the  Senate  "sitting  in  their  judicial  capacity  as  a  court  for 
the  trial  of  impeachments"  are  examined. 
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In  a  paragraph  explaining  the  reasons  for  not  uniting  *  *  the  Supreme 
Court  with  the  Senate  in  the  formation  of  the  court  of  impeachments"  it 
is  obser\'ed  that — 

To  a  ceitam  extent  the  benefits  of  that  union  will  be  obtained  from  making  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  the  president  of  the  court  of  impeachments,  as 
is  proposed  by  the  plan  of  the  Convention,  while  the  inconveniences  of  an  entire 
incorporation  of  the  former  into  the  latter  will  be  substantially  avoided.  This  was, 
perhaps,  the  prudent  mean. 

This  authority  seems  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  either  of  the  propositions 
just  stated;  and  the  statement  of  them  will  serve  to  introduce  the  ques- 
tion upon  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  state  the  result  of  my  reflections 
to  the  Senate,  namely.  At  what  period,  in  the  case  of  an  impeachment  of 
the  President,  should  the  court  of  impeachment  be  organized  under  oath, 
as  directed  by  the  Constitution? 

It  will  readily  suggest  itself  to  anyone  who  reflects  upon  the  abilities 
and  the  learning  in  the  law  which  distinguish  so  many  Senators  that 
besides  the  reason  assigned  in  the  Federalist  there  must  have  been  still 
another  for  the  provision  requiring  the  Chief  Justice  to  preside  in  the 
court  of  impeachment.  Under  the  Constitution,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  President,  the  Vice-President  succeeds,  and  it  was  doubtless 
thought  prudent  and  befitting  that  the  next  in  succession  should  not 
preside  in  a  proceeding  through  which  a  vacancy  might  be  created. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  the  Senate,  while  sitting  in  its  ordinary  capacity, 
must  necessarily  receive  from  the  House  of  Representatives  some  notice 
of  its  intention  to  impeach  the  President  at  its  bar,  but  it  does  not  seem 
to  me  an  unwarranted  opinion,  in  view  of  this  constitutional  provision, 
that  the  organization  of  the  Senate  as  a  court  of  impeachment,  under  the 
Constitution,  should  precede  the  actual  announcement  of  the  impeach- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  House. 

And  it  may  perhaps  be  thought  a  still  less  unwarranted  opinion  that 
articles  of  impeachment  should  only  be  presented  to  a  court  of  impeach- 
ment; that  no  summons  or  other  process  should  issue  except  from  the 
organized  court,  and  that  rules  for  the  government  of  the  proceedings  of 
such  a  court  should  be  framed  only  by  the  court  itvSelf . 

I  have  found  myself  unable  to  come  to  any  other  conclusions  than  these. 
I  can  assign  no  reason  for  requiring  the  Senate  to  organize  as  a  court 
under  any  other  than  its  ordinary  presiding  officer  for  the  latter  proceed- 
ings uix)n  an  impeachment  of  the  President  which  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  apply  equally  to  the  earlier. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Senate  has  proceeded  upon  other  views,  and  it 
is  not  my  purpose  to  contest  what  its  superior  wisdom  may  have  directed. 

All  good  citizens  will  fer\'ently  pray  that  no  occasion  may  ever  arise 
when  the  grave  proceedings  now  in  progress  will  be  cited  as  a  precedent; 
but  it  is  not  impossible  that  such  an  occasion  may  come. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  Constitution  has  charged  the  Chief  Justice 
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with  an  important  function  in  the  trial  of  an  impeachment  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  has  seemed  to  me  fitting  and  obHgator>',  where  he  is  unable  to 
concur  in  the  views  of  the  Senate  concerning  matters  essential  to  the 
trial,  that  his  respectful  dissent  should  appear. 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States, 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SENATE  SITTING  FOR  THE  TRIAL 
OF  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF  ANDREW  JOHNSON,  PRESI- 
DENT OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  5,  1868. 
The  United  States  vs.  Andrew  Johnson,  President. 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  entered  the  Senate  Chamber  and 
was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  for 
that  purpose. 

The  following  oath  was  administered  to  the  Chief  Justice  by  Associate 
Justice  Nelson,  and  by  the  Chief  Justice  to  the  members  of  the  Senate: 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  in  all  things  appertaining  to  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  now  pending,  I  will  do 
impartial  justice  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws.     So  help  me  God. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  6,  1868. 
The  United  States  vs.  Andrew  Johnson,  President. 

To  accord  with  the  conviction  of  the  Chief  Justice*  that  the  court 
should  adopt  its  own  rules,  those  adopted  on  March  2  by  the  Senate  sit- 
ting in  its  legislative  capacity  were  readopted  by  the  Senate  sitting  as  a 
court  of  impeachment.     The  rules  are  as  follows: 

Rules  of  Procedure  and  Practice  in  the  Senate  when  Sitting 
ON  THE  Trial  of  Impeachments 

I.  Whensoever  the  Senate  shall  receive  notice  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  managers  are  appointed  on  their  part  to  conduct 
an  impeachment  against  any  person,  and  are  directed  to  carry  articles  of 
impeachment  to  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  immediately 
inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  is  ready  to  receive 
the  managers  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  such  articles  of  impeachment 
agreeably  to  said  notice. 

II.  When  the  managers  of  an  impeachment  shall  be  introduced  at  the 
bar  of  the  Senate  and  shall  signify  that  they  are  ready  to  exhibit  articles 

*  Sec  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice,  pp.  718-720. 
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of  impeachiiieiit  against  any  person,  the  Presiding  OfEcer  of  tlie  Senate 
shall  direct  the  Sergeant-at-Anns  to  make  proclamation,  who  shall,  after 
making  proclamation,  repeat  the  foUomng  words,  viz: 

All  [persons  are  cotrtmantlfd  to  ket^p  siltnce,  on  pain  of  in  i  prison  men  t,  while  the 
House  of  Reprtscutatives  is  exhibilitig  to  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States  articles  of 
impeachment  against »  fl 

after  which  the  articles  shall  l>e  exhibited;  and  then  the  Presiding  Officer  ■ 
of  the  Senate  shall  inform  the  managers  that  the  Senate  will  take  proj^er 
order  on  the  snbject  of  the  impeachment,  of  which  dne  notice  shall  be 
given  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

III.  Upon  such  articles  being  presented  to  the  Senate,  the  Senate 
shall,  at  I  o'clock  afternoon  of  the  day  (Sunday  excepted)  following 
such  presentation,  or  sooner  if  so  ordered  b\'  the  Senate,  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  such  articles,  and  shall  continue  in  session  from  day  to 
day  (Sinidays  excepted)  after  the  trial  shall  commence  (tmless  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  Senate)  until  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered,  and 
so  mtich  longer  as  may  in  its  jydgtnent  Ix;  needful.  Before  proceeding  to 
the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  the  Presiding  Officer 
shall  administer  the  oath  hereinafter  provided  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  then  present,  and  to  the  other  menil»ers  of  the  Senate  as  they  shall 
appear,  whose  duly  it  shall  V>e  to  take  the  same.  ■ 

IV.  When  the  Pre^iident  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Vice-President  of* 
the  United  States  upon  whom  the  jjowers  and  duties  of  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent shall  have  devolved^  shall  l>e  imj;>eached,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  preside;  and  in  a  case  requir- 
ing tlie  said  Chief  Justice  to  preside  notice  shall  be  given  to  him  by  the 
Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate  of  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  articles  i>f  impeachment  as  aforesaid,  with  a  request  to  attend j 
and  the  said  Chief  Justice  shall  preside  over  the  Senate  during  the  con- 
sideration of  said  articles  and  upon  the  trial  of  the  person  impeached 
therein, 

V.  The  Presiding  Officer  shall  have  power  to  make  and  issue,  by  him- 
self or  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  all  orders,  mandates,  writs,  and  pre- 
cepts authorized  by  these  rules  or  by  the  Senate,  and  to  make  and  enforce 
such  other  regulations  and  orders  in  the  premises  as  tlie  Senate  may 
authorise  or  provide. 

VL  The  Senate  shall  have  power  to  comi>el  the  attendance  of  witnesses,] 
to  enforce  oljedieuce  to  its  orders,  mandates,  writs,  precepts,  and  judg* 
ments,  to  preserve  order,  and  to  punish  in  a  summar>^  way  contempts 
and  disol>edience   to  its  authority,  orders,  mandates,  writs,  precepts,  or' 
judgments,  and  to  make  all  lawful  orders,  rules,  and  regulations  wdiich 
it  may  deem  essential  or  conducive  to  the  ends  of  justice;  and  the  SerJ| 
geant-at-Anns,  under  the  direction  of  the  Senate,  may  employ  such  aid 
and  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce,  execute,  and  carry  into 
effect  the  lawful  orders,  mandates,  wTits,  *inA  precepts  of  the  Senate. 
M  P— vol,  VI— 46 
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^^1  VII.  Tlie  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate  shall  direct  all  necessary 

^^^  preparations  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  the  presiding  officer  upon  the 
ft  trial  shall  direct  all  the  foniis  of  proceeding  while  the  Senate  are  sitting 

^H  for  the  purpose  of  trying  an  impeachment  and  all  forms  during  the  trial 
^^  not  otherwise  specially  provided  for.  The  presiding  officer  may,  in  the 
I  first  instance,  submit  to  the  Senate,  without  a  division,  all  questions  of 

■  evidence  and  incidental  questions:  but  the  same  shall,  on  the  demand 

I  of  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  be  decided  by  \'eas  and  nays. 

I  VI I L  Upon  the  presentation  of  articles  of  impeachment  and  the  organ- 

I  ization  of  the  Senate  as  hereinbefore  provided,  a  wTit  of  summons  shall 

I  issue  to  the  accused,  reciting  said  articles  and  notifying  him  to  appear 

ft  before  the  Senate  upon  a  day  and  at  a  place  to  be  fixed  by  the  Senate^ 

^^ft  and  named  in  such  writ,  and  file  his  answer  to  said  articles  of  impeach- 
^^  ment,  and  to  stand  to  and  abide  the  orders  and  judgments  of  the  Senate 
thereon,  which  writ  shall  lie  ser\-cd  by  such  officer  or  person  as  shall  be 
named  in  the  precept  thereof  such  number  of  days  prior  to  the  day  fixed 
for  such  appearance  as  shall  Ijc  named  in  such  precept,  either  by  the 
delivery-  of  an  attested  copy  thereof  to  the  |:)erst3n  accused  or,  if  that  can 
not  conveniently  be  done^  by  lea\nng  such  copy  at  the  last  known  place 
of  abcKle  of  such  person  or  at  his  usual  place  of  business,  in  some  con- 
spicuous place  therein;  or,  if  such  service  shall  l^e^  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Senate,  impracticable,  notice  to  the  accused  to  appear  shall  be  given 
in  such  other  manner,  by  publication  or  otherw^ise,  as  shall  !:»e  deemed 
just;  and  if  the  wTit  aforesaid  shall  fail  of  service  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, the  proceedings  shall  not  thereby  abate,  but  further  service  may  be 
made  in  such  manner  as  the  Senate  shall  direct.  If  the  accused,  after 
service,  shall  fail  to  appear,  either  in  person  or  by  attorney,  on  the  day 
so  fixed  therefor  as  aforesaid,  or,  appearing,  shall  fail  to  file  his  answer 
to  such  articles  of  impeachment,  the  trial  shall  proceed,  nevertheless,  as 
upon  a  plea  of  not  guilty.  If  a  plea  of  guilty  shall  be  entered,  judgment 
may  be  entered  thereon  without  furtlier  proceedings. 

IX.  At  12  o'clock  and  30  minutes  afternoon  of  the  day  appointed  for 
the  return  of  the  summons  against  the  person  imj>eached  the  legislative 
and  executive  business  of  the  Senate  shall  be  suspended  and  the  Secre- 
tar>^  of  the  Senate  shall  administer  an  oath  to  the  returning  officer  in  the 
form  following,  viz: 

I» ,  do  soletnnly  swear  tliat  the  return  made  by  me  upon  the  pi 

issued  on  the  - —  day  of  by  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States  against 

is  truly  made,  and  that  I  have  performed  such  service  as  herein  descril 


So  help  me  God. 

which  oath  shall  be  entered  at  large  on  the  records. 

X.  The  person  impeached  shall  then  be  called  to  appear  and  answi 
the  articles  of  impeachment  against  him.     If  he  appear^  or  any  person  for 
him,  the  ap|K*arance  shall  l>e  recorded,  stating  particularly  if  by  himself 
or  by  agent  or  attorney,  naming  the  person  ap|>eariug  and  the  cai>acity  in 
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which  he  appears.  If  he  do  not  ap|x;ar,  either  personally  or  by  agent  or 
att(jrney,  the  same  shall  be  recorded. 

XI.  At  12  o'clock  and  30  minutes  aftenioon  of  the  day  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  an  impeachment  the  legislati%"e  and  executive  business  of  the 
Senate  shall  be  suspended  and  the  Secretary  shall  give  notice  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  is  ready  to  proceed  upon  the  impeach- 
ment of ,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  whicli  chamber  is  prepared 

with  accommodations  for  the  reception  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

XI L  The  hour  of  the  day  at  which  the  Senate  shall  sit  upon  the  trial 
of  an  impeachment  shall  l>e( unless  otherwise  ordered  )  12  o'clock  m.,  and 
when  the  hour  for  such  sitting  shall  arrive  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the 
Senate  shall  so  announce;  and  thereupon  the  presiding  officer  upon  such 
trial  shall  cause  pnx:Uimation  to  lie  made,  and  the  business  of  the  trial 
shall  proceed.  The  adjournment  of  the  Senate  sitting  in  said  trial  shall 
not  operate  as  an  adjournment  of  the  Senate,  but  on  such  adjournment 
the  Senate  sliall  resume  the  consideration  of  its  legislative  and  executive 
business, 

XI 1 1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  record  the  proceedings  in 
cases  of  impeachment  as  in  the  case  of  legislative  proceedings,  and  the 
same  shall  l^e  rejKtrted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  legislative  proceedings 
of  tlie  Senate. 

XIV*  Counsel  for  the  parties  shall  be  admitted  to  appear  and  1^  heard 
WYiOW  an  impeachment. 

XV.  All  motions  made  by  the  parties  or  their  counsel  shall  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  presiding  officer,  and  if  he  or  any  Senator  shall  require  it 
they  sliall  be  committed  to  writing  and  read  at  the  Secretary's  table. 

XVI.  Witnesses  shall  be  examined  by  one  person  on  l>elialf  of  the 
party  producing  them  and  then  cross-examined  by  one  person  on  the  other 
side. 

XVIL  If  a  Senator  is  called  as  a  witness,  he  shall  be  sworn  and  give 
his  testimony  standing  in  his  place. 

XVIII.  If  a  Senator  wishes  a  question  to  be  put  to  a  witness,  or  to 
offer  a  motion  or  order  (except  a  motion  to  adjourn),  it  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing  and  put  by  the  presiding  officer. 

XIX.  At  all  times  wdiile  the  Senate  is  sitting  upon  the  trial  of  an  im- 
peachment the  doors  of  the  Senate  shall  be  kept  open,  unless  the  Senate 
iihall  direct  the  doors  to  l>e  closed  while  deliberating  upon  its  decisions, 

XX.  All  preliminary  or  interlocutory  questions  and  all  motions  shall 
be  argued  for  not  exceeding  one  hour  on  each  side,  unless  the  Senate 
shall  by  order  extend  the  time, 

XXI.  The  case  on  each  side  shall  be  opened  by  one  person.  The  final 
argument  on  the  merits  may  be  made  by  two  persons  on  each  side  (unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  vSeuate,  upon  application  for  that  purpose),  and 
the  argument  shall  be  ui>eued  and  dosed  on  the  i>art  of  the  House  of 
Representatives, 
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XXII,  On  the  final  question  whether  tlie  impeachment  is  sustained 
the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  on  each  article  of  inipeaclnnent  sepa- 
rately, and  if  the  impeaclimeot  shall  not,  upon  any  of  the  articles  pre- 
sented, l>e  sustained  by  the  votes  of  two- thirds  of  the  members  present  a 
judgment  of  acquittal  shall  be  entered;  but  if  the  person  accused  in  such 
articles  of  impeachmeut  shall  l:)e  convicted  upon  au}'  of  said  articles  l:»y 
the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  the  Senate  shall  proceed 
to  pronounce  judgment,  and  a  certified  copy  of  such  judgment  shall  Ije 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

XXII L  All  the  orders  and  decisions  shall  be  made  and  had  by  yeas 
and  nays,  wliicli  shall  be  entered  on  the  record,  and  without  debate,  except 
when  tht^  doors  shall  !je  closed  for  tleliberatiou,  and  in  that  case  no  memlier 
shall  speak  more  than  once  on  one  question »  and  for  not  more  than  ten 
nunutes  on  an  interlocutory  question ,  and  for  not  more  than  fifteen  min- 
utes on  the  final  question,  unless  by  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  be  had  with- 
out delxite;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  may  be  decided  without  the  3^eas 
and  iia>'s,  unless  they  be  demanded  by  one- fifth  of  the  members  present. 

XXIV,   Witnesses  shall  be  sworn  in  tlie  following  form,  viz: 

You, ,do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  Ix' )  that  ihc  evidence  yoa 

shall  give  sn  the  case  now  depending  hetwetu  the  Uiiiteti  Slutes  and 

shaH  \m:  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  uotliin^  but  the  truth.     So  help  you  God. 

which  oath   shall  be  administered  by  the  Secretary  or  any  other  duly 
authorized  ]>erson. 

Form  of  subpoena  to  be  issued  on  the  application  of  tlie  managers  of 
the  iiupeachment.or  of  the  party  impeached,  or  of  his  counsel: 

To ^  greeting: 

You  and  each  of  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  appear  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  on  the day  of ,  at  the  Senate  Chanil>er,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, then  and  there  to  testify  your  knowledge  in  the  cause  which  is  before  Uie 
Senate  in  which  the  House  of  Representatives  have  impeached . 

Fail  not. 

Witness ,  and  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, this day  of ,  A,  I). ,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 

the . 

Form  of  direction  for  the  semce  of  said  subpoena: 

The  Senate  of  (he  I  *nited  States  to - — — ,  greeting: 

You  are  hereby  coninianrled  to  ser\'c  and  return  tlie  within  snbpci^na  acconling 
to  law. 

Dated  at  Washiiif^on.  this day  of ,  A,  D, ,  and  of  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  the , 


Secretafy  of  the  Senate^ 

Form  of  oath  to  be  administered  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  sitting 
in  the  trial  of  impeachments: 

I  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  tlie  case  may  Ijc)  that  in  all  things  appertaining 

to  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of ,  now  pending.  I  will  do  impartial 

justice  according  to  the  Constitution  and  law*8.    So  help  me  God. 
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Form  of  summons  to  be  issued  and  served  upon  the  person  impeached: 

Thk  United  Statks  of  America,  ss: 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  to ,  greeting: 

WTiereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  did  on  the 

day  of exhibit  to  the  Senate  articles  of  impeachment  against  you,  the  said 

,  in  the  words  foUowing: 

[Here  insert  the  articles.] 

And  demand  that  you,  the  said ,  should  be  put  to  answer  the  accusa- 
tions as  set  forth  in  said  articles,  and  that  such  proceedings,  examinations,  trials,  and 
judgments  might  be  thereupon  had  as  are  agreeable  to  law  and  justice: 

You,  the  said ,  are  therefore  hereby  summoned  to  be  and  appear  before 

the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  their  chamber,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the day  of ,  at  1 2  o'clock  and  30  minutes  afternoon,  then  and  there  to 

answer  to  the  said  articles  of  impeachment,  and  then  and  there  to  abide  by,  obey,  and 
perform  such  orders,  directions,  and  judgments  as  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
shall  make  in  the  premises,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Hereof  you  are  not  to  fail. 

Witness ,  and  Presiding  Officer  of  the  said  Senate,  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, this day  of ,  A.  D. ,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

States  the . 

Form  of  precept  to  be  indorsed  on  said  writ  of  summons: 

The  United  States  ok  America,  ss: 

The  Senate  0/  the  United  States  to ,  greeting: 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  deliver  to  and  leave  with ,  if  conven- 
iently to  be  found,  or,  if  not,  to  leave  at  his  usual  place  of  abode  or  at  his  usual  place 
of  business,  in  some  conspicuous  place,  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the  within  writ  of 
summons,  together  with  a  like  copy  of  this  precept;  and  in  whichsoever  way  you  per- 

fonn  the  service,  let  it  be  done  at  least days  before  the  appearance  day  mentioned 

in  said  writ  of  summons. 

Fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  writ  of  summons  and  precept,  with  your  proceed- 
ings thereon  indorsed,  on  or  before  the  appearance  day  mentioned  in  the  said  writ  of 
summons. 

Witness ,  and  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, this day  of ,  A.  D. ,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 

the . 

All  process  shall  be  served  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  court. 

XXV.  If  the  Senate  shall  at  any  time  fail  to  sit  for  the  consideration 
of  articles  of  impeachment  on  the  day  or  hour  fixed  therefor,  the  Senate 
may  by  an  order,  to  be  adopted  without  debate,  fix  a  day  and  hour  for 
resuming  such  consideration. 

On  March  31  Rule  VII  was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
VII.  The  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate  shall  direct  all  necessary 
preparations  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  the  presiding  officer  on  the  trial 
shall  direct  all  the  forms  of  proceeding  while  the  Senate  are  sitting  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  an  impeachment,  and  all  forms  during  the  trial  not 
otherwise  specially  provided  for,  and  the  presiding  officer  on  the  trial 
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may  rule  all  questions  of  evidence  and  incidental  questions,  which  ruling 
shall  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  unless  some  member  of  the 
Senate  shall  ask  that  a  formal  vote  be  taken  thereon,  in  which  case  it 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  decision;  or  he  may,  at  his  option, 
in  the  first  instance  submit  any  such  question  to  a  vote  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate. 

On  April  3  Rule  VII  was  further  amended  by  inserting  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following: 

Upon  all  such  questions  the  vote  shall  be  without  a  division,  unless  the 
yeas  and  nays  be  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  when 
the  same  shall  be  taken. 

On  March  13  Rule  XXIII  was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

XXIII.  All  the  orders  and  decisions  shall  be  made  and  had  by  yeas 
and  nays,  which  shall  be  entered  on  the  record,  and  without  debate,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  the  operation  of  Rule  VII,  except  when  the  doors  shall 
be  closed  for  deliberation,  and  in  that  case  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  once  on  one  question,  and  for  not  more  than  ten  minutes  on  an 
interlocutory  question,  and  for  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes  on  the  final 
question,  unless  by  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  be  had  without  debate;  but 
a  motion  to  adjourn  may  be  decided  without  the  yeas  and  nays,  unless 
they  be  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  members  present. 

On  May  7  Rule  XXIII  was  fiu-ther  amended  by  adding  thereto  the 
following: 

The  fifteen  minutes  herein  allowed  shall  be  for  the  whole  deliberation 
on  the  final  question,  and  not  to  the  final  question  on  each  article  of 
impeachment. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  13,  1868. 

The  United  States  vs.  Andrew  Johnson,  President. 

Mr.  Henry  Stanbery,  in  behalf  of  Andrew  Johnson,  the  respondent, 
read  the  following  paper: 

In  the  matter  of  the  impeachment  of  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 

United  States. 

Mr.  Chief  Justice:  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  served  with  a  summons  to  appear  before  this  honorable  court, 
sitting  as  a  court  of  impeachment,  to  answer  certain  articles  of  impeach- 
ment found  and  presented  against  nie  by  the  honorable  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  enter  my  appearance  by  my 
counsel,  Henry  Stanbery,  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  Jeremiah  S.  Black,  William 
M.  Evarts,  and  Thomas  A.  R.  Nelson,  who  have  my  warrant  and  author- 
ity therefor,  and  who  are  instructed  by  me  to  a.sk  of  this  honorable  court  a 

asonable  time  for  the  preparation  of  my  answer  to  said  articles.  After 
areful  examination  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  and  consultation 
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with  my  counsel,  I  am  satisfied  that  at  least  forty  days  will  be  necessary 
for  the  preparation  of  my  answer,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  it  be  allowed, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  Stanl>ery  then  submitted  the  following  motion: 

In  the  matter  of  the  imi>eachment  of  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 

United  Stales. 

Henry  Stanbery,  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  Jeremiah  S.  Black,  William  M, 
Evarts»  and  Thomas  A.  R.  Nelson,  of  counsel  for  the  respotulent,  move  the 
court  for  the  allowance  of  forty  days  for  the  preparation  of  the  answer  to 
the  articles  of  impeachment,  and  in  support  of  the  motion  make  the  fol- 
lowing professional  statement: 

The  articles  are  eleven  in  number » involving  many  questions  of  law  and 
fact.  We  have  during  the  limited  time  and  opportunity  afforded  us  con- 
sideredas  far  as  possible  the  field  of  investigation  which  must  be  explored 
in  the  preparation  of  the  answer,  and  the  conclusion  at  which  w^e  have 
arrived  is  that  with  the  utmost  diligence  the  time  we  have  asked  is  rea- 
sonalile  and  necessary. 

The  precedents  as  to  time  for  answer  upon  impeachments  before  the 
Senate  to  which  we  have  had  opportunity  to  refer  are  those  of  Judge 
Chase  and  Judge  Peck. 

In  tlie  case  of  Judge  Chase  time  was  allowed  from  the  3d  of  Januar>^ 
until  the  4th  of  Febmar>^  next  succeeding  to  put  in  his  answer — a  period 
of  thirty-two  days;  but  in  this  case  there  w^ere  only  eight  articles,  and 
Judge  Chase  had  been  for  a  year  cognizant  of  most  of  the  articles,  and  had 
Ijeen  himself  engaged  in  preparing  to  meet  them. 

In  the  case  of  Judge  Peck  there  was  but  a  single  article.  Judge  Peck 
asked  for  time  from  the  loth  to  the  25th  of  May  to  put  in  his  answer,  and 
it  was  granted.  It  appears  that  Judge  Peck  had  been  long  cognizant  of 
the  ground  laid  for  his  impeachnienl,  and  had  l^een  present  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  upon  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  and  had 
been  pennitted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  present  to  that  body 
an  elaljorate  answer  to  the  charges. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  President  is  fairly  entitled  to  more  time  than 
was  allowed  in  either  of  the  foregoing  cases.  It  is  proper  to  add  that 
the  respondents  in  these  cases  were  hwyers,  fully  capable  of  preparing 
their  own  answers,  and  that  no  pressing  official  duties  interfered  with  their 
attention  to  that  business;  whereas  the  President,  not  being  a  lawyer, 
must  rely  on  his  counsel.  The  charges  involve  his  acts,  declarations, 
and  intentions,  as  to  all  which  his  counsel  must  be  fully  ad\'ised  upon 
consultation  vnih.  him,  step  by  step>  in  the  preparation  of  liis  defense, 
It  is  seldom  that  a  case  requires  such  constant  communication  between 
client  and  counsel  as  this,  and  yet  such  connnunication  can  only  be 
at  such  inter\^als  as  are  allowed  to  the  President  from  the  usual 
that  nuist  be  devoted  to  his  high  official  duties. 
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We  further  beg  leave  to  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable 
court  that,  as  counsel  careful  as  well  of  their  own  reputation  as  of  the 
interests  of  their  client  in  a  case  of  such  magnitude  as  this,  so  out  of 
the  ordinary  range  of  professional  experience,  where  so  much  responsi- 
bility is  felt,  they  submit  to  the  candid  consideration  of  the  court  that 
they  have  a  right  to  ask  for  themselves  such  opportunity  to  discharge 
their  duty  as  seems  to  them  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 

HENRY  STANBERY, 
B.  R.  CURTIS, 
JEREMIAH  S.  BLACK,    | 
WILLIAM  M.  EVARTS,  j  ^^^  ^'  ^' 
THOMAS  A.  R.  NELSON, 

0/  Counsel  for  the  Respond  ait. 

The  above  motion  was  denied,  and  the  vSenate  adopted  the  following 
orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  respondent  file  answer  to  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment on  or  before  Monday,  the  23d  day  of  March  instant. 

Ordered,  That  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate,  for  cause  shown, 
the  trial  of  the  pending  impeachment  shall  proceed  immediately  after 
replication  shall  be  filed. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  23,  1868. 

Thk  United  Statks  vs.  Andrkw  Johnson,  President. 

The  answer  of  the  respondent  to  the  articles  of  impeachment  was  sub- 
mitted by  his  counsel,  as  follows: 

Senate  of  the  United  States,  sitting  as  a  court  of  impeachment  for  the 
trial  of  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Answer  of  the  Said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  Exhibited 

AGAINST  Him  I3V  THE  HoUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED 

States. 

Answer  to  Art  tele  I. — For  answer  to  the  first  article  he  says  that 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  was  appointed  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War 
on  the  15th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862,  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  then 
President  of  the  United  States,  during  the  first  term  of  his  Presidency, 
and  was  commissioned,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  to  hold  the  said  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent; that  the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  was  created 
by  an  act  of  the  First  Congress  in  its  first  session,  passed  on  the  7th  day 
of  August,  A.  D.  1789,  and  in  and  by  that  act  it  was  provided  and 
enacted  that  the  said  vSecretary  for  the  Department  of  War  shall  perfonn 
and  execute  such  duties  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  enjoined  on  and 
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intrusted  to  him  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the 
Constitution,  relative  to  the  subjects  within  the  scope  of  the  said  Depart- 
ment; and,  furthermore,  that  the  said  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  busi- 
ness of  the  said  Department  in  such  a  manner  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  from  time  to  time  order  and  instruct. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  that  by  force  of  the  act 
aforesaid  and  by  reason  of  his  appointment  aforesaid  the  said  Stanton 
became  the  principal  officer  in  one  of  the  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Government  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  second  section  of 
the  second  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  settled  and  uniform  prac- 
tice of  each  and  every  President  of  the  United  States,  the  said  Stanton 
then  became,  and  so  long  as  he  should  continue  to  hold  the  said  office 
of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  must  continue  to  be,  one  of  the 
advisers  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  person 
intrusted  to  act  for  and  represent  the  President  in  matters  enjoined  upon 
him  or  intrusted  to  him  by  the  President  touching  the  Department  afore- 
said, and  for  whose  conduct  in  such  capacity,  subordinate  to  the  Presi- 
dent, the  President  is  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
made  responsil)le. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  he  succeeded  to  the  office 
of  President  of  the  United  States  upon  and  by  reason  of  the  death  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  15th  day 
of  April,  1865,  and  the  said  Stanton  was  then  holding  the  said  office  of 
Secretary-  for  the  Department  of  War  under  and  by  reason  of  the  appoint- 
ment and  commission  aforesaid;  and  not  ha\nng  been  removed  from  the 
said  office  by  this  respondent,  the  said  Stanton  continued  to  hold  the  same 
under  the  appointment  and  commission  aforesaid,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  until  the  time  hereinafter  particularly  mentioned,  and  at  no 
time  received  any  appointment  or  commission  save  as  above  detailed. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  that  on  and  prior  to  the 
5th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1867,  this  respondent,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  and  having  the  constitutional  right  to  resort  to  and  rely  upon  the 
I)erson  holding  that  office  for  advice  concerning  the  great  and  difficult 
public  duties  enjoined  on  the  President  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
thel'nited  States,  l>ecame  satisfied  that  he  could  not  allow  the  said  Stan- 
ton to  continue  to  hold  the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War 
without  hazard  of  the  ]niblic  interest:  that  the  relations  l>etween  the  said 
Stanton  and  the  President  no  longer  i)erniitte(l  the  President  to  resort  to 
him  for  advice  or  to  be,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  safely  respon- 
sible for  his  conduct  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  Department  of  War,  as  by  law 
required,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and  thereupon,  by  force  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
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States,  which  devolve  on  the  President  the  power  and  the  duty  to  control 
the  conduct  of  the  husiness  of  that  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment ^  and  by  rea.son  of  the  constitytional  duty  of  the  President  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  l^e  faithfully  executed,  this  respondent  did  necessarily 
consider  and  did  detennine  that  the  said  Stanton  ou^ht  no  longer  to 
hokl  the  said  ofhce  of  Secretary  for  tlie  Department  of  War.  And  tins 
respondent,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  him  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  give  efTect  to  such  his  decision  and  determination,  did,  on  the 
5th  day  of  August,  A.  D,  1867,  address  to  the  said  Stanton  a  note  of 
which  the  following  is  a  true  copy: 

Sir:  Public  considerations  of  a  high  character  constrain  nie  to  say  that  yourrestg- 
uatioii  as  Secretary  of  War  will  be  accepted. 

To  which  note  the  said  Stanton  made  the  following  reply: 

War   DPiPARTMENT, 

Washington,  Aug  u si  5,  186/. 
Sm:  Your  note  of  this  day  has  been  received,  stating  that  '*  public  considerations 
of  a  high  character  constrain"  you  "to  sivy  tlxat*'  luy  '*  resignation  as  Secretary'  of 
War  will  be  accepted/' 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  pnlilic  considerations  c»f  a  high  character, 
which  aloue  have  induced  mc  to  continue  at  the  head  of  this  Dep^irtinent, constrain 
tne  not  to  resign  the  office  of  Secrelar>'  of  War  before  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  ^^^^.^^  ^j   ^^^^^^^ 

This  respondent,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  was  thereon  of  opin- 
ion that,ha\nng  regard  to  the  necessary  official  relations  and  duties  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  to  the  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  having 
regard  to  the  responsibility  of  the  President  for  the  conduct  of  the  said 
Secretar3^  and  having  regard  to  the  permanent  executive  authority  of 
the  ofhce  wbicb  the  respondent  holds  luider  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  impossible,  consistently  with  the  pubHc  inter- 
ests, to  allow  the  said  Stanton  to  continue  to  hold  the  said  office  of  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War;  and  it  then  l>ecame  the  official  duty 
of  the  respondent,  as  President  of  the  Uuited  States,  to  consider  and  decide 
what  act  or  acts  should  and  might  lawfully  be  done  by  him,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uuited  States,  to  cause  the  said  Stanton  to  surrender  the  said 
office. 

This  resi^oudent  was  informed  and  verily  l>elieved  that  it  was  practi- 
cally settled  by  the  First  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  had  been  so 
considered  and  unifonnly  and  in  great  numbers  of  instances  acted  on  by 
each  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States,  in  succe&^ion,  from 
President  Washington  to  and  including  President  Lincoln,  and  from  the 
First  Congress  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  conferred  on  the  President,  as  part  of  the  executive 
power  and  as  one  of  the  necessary  means  and  instruments  of  perfonniug 
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the  executive  duty  expressly  imposed  on  him  by  the  Constitution  of  tak- 
ing care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  the  power  at  any  and  all 
times  of  removing  from  oflSce  all  executive  officers  for  cause  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  President  alone.  This  respondent  had,  in  pursuance  of  the  Con- 
stitution, required  the  opinion  of  each  principal  officer  of  the  Executive 
Departments  upon  this  question  of  constitutional  executive  power  and 
duty,  and  had  been  advised  by  each  of  them,  including  the  said  Stanton, 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  that  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  this  power  was  lodged  by  the  Constitution  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  that,  consequently,  it  could  be  lawfully 
exercised  by  him,  and  the  Congress  could  not  deprive  him  thereof;  and 
this  respondent,  in  his  capacity  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
because  in  that  capacity  he  was  both  enabled  and  bound  to  use  his  best 
judgment  upon  this  question,  did,  in  good  faith  and  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth,  come  to  the  conclusion  and  opinion,  and  did 
make  the  same  known  to  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
by  a  message  dated  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1867  (a  true  copy  whereof  is 
hereunto  annexed  and  marked  A),  that  the  power  last  mentioned  was 
conferred  and  the  duty  of  exercising  it  in  fit  cases  was  imposed  on  the 
President  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  be  deprived  of  this  power  or  relieved  of  this  duty,  nor 
could  the  same  be  vested  by  law  in  the  President  and  the  Senate  jointly, 
either  in  part  or  whole;  and  this  has  ever  since  remained  and  was  the 
opinion  of  this  respondent  at  the  time  when  he  was  forced  as  aforesaid  to 
consider  and  decide  what  act  or  acts  should  and  might  lawfully  be  done 
by  this  respondent,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  the  said 
Stanton  to  surrender  the  said  office. 

This  respondent  was  also  then  aware  that  by  the  first  section  of  *'An 
act  regulating  the  tenure  of  certain  civil  offices,"  passed  March  2, 1867, 
by  a  constitutional  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  it  was  enacted 
as  follows: 

That  every  person  holding  any  civil  office  to  which  he  has  been  appointed  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  be 
appointed  to  any  such  office  and  shaU  become  duly  qualified  to  act  therein,  is  and 
shaU  be  entitled  to  hold  such  office  until  a  successor  shall  have  been  in  like  manner 
appointed  and  duly  qualified,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided:  Ptwided^  That 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Interior,  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  Attorney-General  shall  hold  their  offices,  respectively, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  the  President  by  whom  they  may  have  been  appointed 
and  one  month  thereafter,  subject  to  removal  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate. 

This  respondent  was  also  aware  that  this  act  was  understood  and 
intended  to  be  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  by  which 
that  act  was  passed  that  the  power  to  remove  executive  officers  for  cause 
might  by  law  be  taken  from  the  President  and  vested  in  him  and  the 
Senate  jointly;  and  although  this  respondent  had  arrived  at  and  still 
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retained  the  opinion  above  expressed,  and  verily  believed,  as  lie  still 
Ixrlieves,  that  the  said  first  section  of  llie  last* mentioned  act  was  and  is 
wholly  inoperative  and  void  b\^  reason  of  its  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  yet,  inasnutch  as  the  same  had  been  enacted  by 
the  constitutional  majority  in  each  of  the  two  Houses  of  tliat  Cotig^ress, 
this  res]Xindent  considered  it  to  lie  proper  to  examine  and  de<.*ide  wliether 
the  particular  case  of  the  said  vStanton,  on  which  it  was  this  respondent's 
duty  to  act,  was  within  or  without  the  terms  of  that  first  section  of  the 
act,  or,  if  within  it,  whether  tlie  President  had  not  the  power,  acconl- 
ing  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  to  remove  tlie  said  Stanton  from  tlie  office 
of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War;  and  havin,e:.  in  his  capacity  of 
Presideut  of  tlit^  United  States,  so  examined  and  considered,  diil  form  the 
opinion  that  the  case  of  the  said  Stanton  and  his  tenure  of  office  were 
not  affected  by  the  first  section  of  the  last-named  act. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  that  ahhough  a  case  thus 
existed  which,  in  his  judgment,  as  President  of  the  United  States^  called 
for  the  exercise  of  the  executive  power  to  remove  the  said  Stanton  from 
the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War;  and  aUhough  this  re- 
sfxindent  was  of  opinion,  as  is  above  shown,  that  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  the  power  to  remove  the  said  Stanton  from  the  said 
office  was  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  ahliough  this 
res]3ijndent  was  also  of  the  opinion,  as  is  atove  show*ii,  that  the  case  of  the 
.said  Stanton  was  not  affected  by  the  first  section  of  thtf  last-named  act 
and  although  each  of  the  said  <^>pinious  had  lieeti  formed  l)y  this  resiwnd,- 
ent  upon  an  actual  case,  requiring  him,  in  his  capacity  of  President  oft 
United  States,  to  come  to  some  judgment  and  determinatioti  thereon,  y 
this  respondent,  as  Presideut  of  the  United  States,  desired  ^wA  determined 
to  avoid,  if  possil>le,  any  question  of  the  ctmstruction  and  effect  of  the 
sidd  first  section  of  the  last*named  act,  and  also  the  broader  question 
the  executive  power  conferred  upon  tht  President  of  the  Unitetl  Stati 
by  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  remo\'e  one  of  the  principal 
officers  of  one  of  the  Executive  Dei>artments  for  cause  seeming  to  him 
sufficient;  and  this  respondent  also  desired  and  determined  that  if,  from 
causes  over  which  he  could  exert  no  control,  it  should  become  aWjhitely 
necessary  to  raise  and  ha^'e  in  some  way  determined  either  or  both  of  the 
said  last-named  questions,  it  was  in  accordance  ^\ith  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  w^as  required  of  the  Presideut  thereby,  that  qties- 
tions  of  sfjuuich  gravity  and  importance,  upon  which  the  legislative  and 
executive  departments  of  the  Government  had  disagreed,  wliich  involved 
powders  considered  by  all  branches  of  the  Government,  during  its  entire 
history  down  to  the  year  1S67,  to  have  been  confided  by  the  Constitutioi 
of  the  United  States  to  the  President,  and  to  be  necessary  for  the  com* 
plete  and  proper  execution  of  his  constitutional  duties,  should  be  in  some 
proper  way  submitted  to  that  judicial  department  of  the  Government 
intrusted  by  the  Constitution  with  the  power,  aud  subjected  by  it  to  the 
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duly,  not  only  of  delernimitig  finiilly  the  construction  and  effect  of  all 
acti^  of  Confess »  but  of  comparing  theni  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  pronouncing  them  inoperative  when  found  in  conflict 
with  that  fuudauicntal  law  w^hieh  the  people  have  enacted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  all  their  servants.  And  to  these  ends^  firsts  that  tliruugh  the 
action  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  the  absolute  duly  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  substitute  some  fit  pers<:>n  in  place  of  Mr.  Stanton  as  one  of  his 
advisers,  and  as  a  principal  subordinate  officer  whose  official  conduct  he 
was  responsible  for  and  had  lawful  right  to  control^  miglit,  if  jjossible,  lie 
accomplished  without  tlie  necessity  of  raising  any  one  of  the  cjuestions 
aforesaid:  and,  second  J  f  this  duty  amid  not  be  so  performetl,  then  that 
these  questions,  or  such  of  them  as  might  necessarily  arise,  should  l>e  judi- 
cially determined  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  for  no  other  ^wA  or  purpose, 
this  resjKMident,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  12th  day  of 
August » 1867,  seven  days  after  the  reception  of  the  letter  of  the  said  Stan- 
ton of  the  5th  of  August,  hereinbefore  stated,  did  issue  to  the  said  Stanton 
the  order  following,  namely: 

ExHci7Ti\T*  Mansion, 
Hon.  KimiN  M.  STAXT*>?c,  Washington.  August  /^,  ^j 

Sicrctary  of  War, 

Sir:  By  virtue  of  Ibc  power  ^nd  authority  vested  in  mc  as  President  by  tlie  Consta- 
tittioi)  nnd  lawn  of  the  I'nitccl  Stiites,  you  arc  hereby  sus|jerided  from  office  as  Secrc 
tnry  of  War,  aud  will  cease  to  exercise  auy  and  all  functions  pertaining  to  the-  saine. 

Yon  will  at  once  transfer  to  Gencnd  I'lysses  S.  Grant,  who  has  this  day  Ijeeu 
authori/xjd  aufl  empt)Wfred  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  inti'rhn,ii\]  records,  t)ooks, 
pJipefSj  aucl  other  public  property  now  in  your  custody  and  charge. 

T<i  which  said  order  the  said  Stautou  made  the  following  reply:  I 

War  Dkpartment^ 
Tiic  Prksuiknt,  Washingtm  Oty,  August  /a  mj. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  has  been  received*  infonning  tne  that  t»y  v^irtue  of  the 
powers  vested  in  you  as  Prctsident  by  tlie  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  ITnited  Stales 
I  am  ffuspended  from  office  as  Secretary  of  War,  and  will  cease  to  exercise  any  and 
all  fiuicttons  pertaininjif  to  llic  same;  and  aliio  directing  me  at  once  to  transfer  to 
General  UK-^ses  S.  GranL,  who  has  this  day  been  authorizct!  and  etripowerc^d  to  act  as 
Secrrliiry  of  War  ad  interim,  all  records.  lx>oks,  papers,  and  oUier  public  property  now 
in  my  custody  and  char^\ 

Under  a  scnne  of  public  duty,  I  am  compelled  to  deny  your  rig^ht  under  the  Con* 
fttitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  without  tlie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
and  *vitliout  legal  cause,  to  suspend  me  from  olTice  as  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  any  or  all  functions  pertaining  to  the  same,  or  viithout  such  advice  and  consent 
to  compel  mc  to  transfer  to  auy  person  the  records^  books,  papers,  and  public  property 
In  my  ouslttly  as  Secretary. 

But  iufismucli  as  the  General  Commanding  the  armies  of  the  United  States  hastiecn 
ap[»ointed  ad  interim^  and  has  notified  mc  tliat  he  hajs  accepted  the  appointment,  I 
have  no  nlteniative  but  to  submit,  under  protest,  to  superior  force. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  that  it  h  provided  in  and 
In'  the  second  section  of  "An  act  reg^nlating  the  tenure  of  certain  civil 
offices**  that  the  President  may  suspend  an  officer  from  the  performance 
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of  the  duties  of  tlie  office  held  by  him,  for  certain  causes  therein  desigJ 
nated,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate  and  until  the  case  slialt  te 
acted  on  by  the  Senate;  that  this  respondent,  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  advised,  and  he  \'enly  believed,  and  still  l>elieves,  that  the 
executive  power  of  removal  from  office  confided  to  him  by  the  Consti- 
tution as  aforesaid  includes  the  power  of  suspension  from  office  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  President;  and  this  respondent ^  by  the  order  aforesaid, 
did  suspend  the  said  Stanton  from  office,  not  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Senate  or  until  the  Senate  should  have  acted  upon  the  case,  but,  by 
force  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  him  by  tlie  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  indefinitely  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and  the  order,  in  form  aforesaid,  was  made  known  to  the  Senate 
of  the  Um'ted  vStates  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1867,  as  will  be 
more  fully  hereinafter  stated. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  that  in  and  by  the  act  of 
February  13,  i795,  it  was,  among  other  things,  provided  and  enacted 
that  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President,  in  case  he  shall  think  it  ueces- 
sar>^  to  authorize  any  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office  until  a 
successor  be  apixiinted  or  such  vacancy  filled,  but  not  exceeding  the  tenn 
of  six  months;  and  this  respondent,  being  advised  and  believing  that 
such  law  was  in  full  force  and  not  repealed,  by  an  order  dated  August 
12,  1867,  did  atithorixe  and  empower  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  General  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,  to  act  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  ad  inicrhu,  m  the  form  in  which  similar  authority  had  theretofore 
been  given,  not  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate  and  until  the  Senate 
should  act  on  the  case,  but  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  subject  only 
to  the  limitation  of  six  months  in  the  said  last-mentioned  act  contained; 
and  a  copy  of  the  last-named  order  w^as  made  known  to  the  Senate  of 
the  Ihiited  States  on  the  12  th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1867,  as  will  be 
hereinafter  more  fully  stated;  and  in  pursuance  of  the  design  and  inten- 
tion aforesaid » if  it  should  become  necessary,  to  submit  the  said  questions 
to  a  judicial  determination,  this  resfxmdent,  at  or  near  the  date  of  the 
last-mentioned  order,  did  make  known  such  his  purpose  to  obtain  a  judi- 
cial decision  of  the  said  questions,  or  such  of  them  as  might  be  necessary. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  that  in  further  pursuance 
of  his  intention  and  design,  if  possible,  to  perform  what  he  judged  to  Ix? 
his  imperative  duty,  to  prevent  the  said  Stanton  from  longer  holding 
the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  and  at  the  same  time 
avoiding,  if  possible,  any  question  respecting  the  extent  of  the  jxjwer  of 
removal  from  executive  office  confided  to  the  President  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  I'nited  States,  and  any  question  respecting  the  construction 
and  effect  of  the  first  section  of  the  said  **Act  regulating  the  tenure  of 
certain  civil  offices,"  while  he  should  not  by  any  act  of  his  abandon  and 
relinquish  either  a  power  which  he  believed  the  Constitution  had  con- 
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ferred  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  enable  him  to  |x*rform  the 
dnties  of  his  office  or  a  power  designedly  left  to  him  by  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress  last  aforesaid,  this  respondent  did » on  the  12th  day 
of  December,  1867,  transmit  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  a  message, 
a  copy  whereof  is  hereon  to  annexed  and  marked  B,  wherein  he  made 
knoT?^ni  the  orders  aforesaid  and  the  reasons  which  had  indnced  the  same, 
so  far  as  this  respondent  then  considered  it  material  and  necessary  that 
the  same  should  be  set  forth,  and  reiterated  his  views  concerning  the 
constitutional  power  of  removal  vested  in  the  President,  and  also  expressed 
his  views  concerning  the  construction  of  the  said  first  section  of  the  last- 
mentioned  act,  as  respected  the  power  of  the  President  to  renK)\  e  the  siiid 
Stanton  from  the  said  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  well 
hoping  that  this  res|X)ndent  could  thus  perform  what  he  then  believed, 
and  still  believes,  to  be  his  imperative  duty  in  reference  to  the  said  Stanton 
without  derogating  from  the  powers  which  this  respondent  believed  were 
confided  to  the  President  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  without  the 
necessity  of  raising  judicially  any  questions  respecting  the  same. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answ^ering,  says  that  this  hope  not  having 
been  realized,  the  President  w^as  compelled  either  to  allow  the  said  vStan- 
ton  to  restune  the  said  office  and  remain  therein  contrary  to  the  settled 
convictions  of  the  President,  formed  as  aforesaid,  respecting  the  powers 
confided  to  him  and  the  duties  required  of  him  by  the  Constitnliou  of  the 
United  States,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  formed  as  aforesaid  tliat  the 
first  section  of  the  last-mentioned  act  did  not  affect  the  case  of  the  said 
Stanton,  and  contrary  to  tlie  fixed  belief  of  the  President  that  he  could 
no  longer  advise  with  or  trust  or  l>e  respcmsible  for  the  said  Stanton  in 
the  said  office  of  Secretar>^  for  the  Department  of  War,  or  else  he  was 
compelled  to  take  such  steps  as  might  in  the  judgment  of  the  President 
be  lawful  and  necessarj^  to  raise  for  a  judicial  decision  the  questions 
affecting  the  lawful  right  of  the  said  Stanton  to  resume  the  said  office 
or  the  power  of  the  said  Stanton  to  persist  in  refusing  to  quit  the  said 
office  if  he  should  persist  in  actually  refusing  to  quit  the  same;  and  to 
this  end,  and  to  this  end  only,  this  respondent  did,  on  the  21st  day  offl 
February,  1868,  issue  the  order  for  the  removal  of  tlie  said  Stanton,  in 
the  said  first  article  mentioned  and  set  forth,  and  the  order  authoriz- 
ing the  said  Lorenzo  Thomas  to  act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim^  i 
the  said  second  article  set  forth. 

And  this  respondent,  pnxzeeding  to  answer  specifically  each  substantial 
allegation  in  the  said  first  article,  says:  He  denies  that  the  said  Stanton^on 
the  2 1  St  day  of  Februar>',  1868,  w^as  lawfully  in  possession  of  the  said  office 
of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,     He  denies  that  the  said  Stanton 
on  the  day  last  mentioned,  was  lawfully  entitled  to  hold  the  said  offi^ 
against  the  will  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.     He  denies  that  th< 
said  order  for  the  remo\'al  of  the  said  Stanton  w^as  unlawfully  issued.     H( 
denies  that  the  said  order  was  issued  with  intent  to  violate  the  act  entitl 


1 


Messages  and  Papers  of  (he  Presidents 


: 


**Aii  act  regulating  the  tenure  of  certain  civdl  offices."  He  denies  that 
the  said  order  was  a  violation  of  the  last- mentioned  act.  He  denies  that  the 
said  order  was  a  violation  uf  iht  Constilutiuii  cjf  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  law  thereof,  or  of  his  oath  of  office.  He  denies  that  the  said  order  was 
issued  with  an  intent  to  \'iolate  the  Constitution  of  the  Ignited  States,  or 
any  law  thereof,  or  this  resj>ondent's  oath  of  office;  and  he  res|^ctfully 
but  earnestly  insists  that  not  only  was  it  issued  by  hi  in  in  the  perform- 
ance of  what  he  believed  to  be  an  imperative  official  duty,  but  in  the  per- 
formance of  what  this  honorable  court  will  consider  was,  in  jKiint  of  fact, 
an  imperative  official  dtily.  And  he  denies  that  any  and  all  substantive 
matters  in  the  said  first  article  contained,  in  manner  and  form  as  the 
same  are  therein  stated  and  set  fortli,  do  by  law  constitute  a  high  misde- 
meanor in  office  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  vStates. 

Anszifcr  (o  Ariicle  IL — And  for  answer  to  the  second  article  this  re- 
spondent says  that  he  admits  he  did  issue  and  dehver  to  said  Lorenzo 
Thomas  the  said  writing  set  forth  in  said  second  article,  liearing  date  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  21,  1868,  addressed  to  Brevet  Major- Gen- 
eral Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  atid  he  further  admits  that  the  same  was  so  issued  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statt-s,  then  in  session; 
hut  he  denies  tliat  he  thereby  violated  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  or  any  law  thereof,  or  that  he  did  thereby  inteiul  to  violate  the 
Constitution  of  the  Ignited  States  or  the  provisions  tjf  any  act  of  Con- 
gress; and  this  respondent  refers  to  his  answer  to  said  first  article  for  a 
full  statement  of  tlie  pur|X)ses  and  intentions  with  which  said  order  was 
issued,  and  adopts  the  same  as  part  of  his  answer  to  this  article:  and  he 
further  denies  that  there  was  then  and  there  no  vacancy  in  the  said  office 
of  vSecretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  or  that  he  did  then  and  there 
commit  or  was  guilty  of  a  high  niisdejneanor  in  office;  and  this  resiK>nd- 
ent  maintains  and  will  insist— 

1.  That  at  the  date  and  delivery  of  said  writing  there  was  a  vacancy 
existing  in  the  office  of  Secretar>"  for  the  Department  of  War. 

2.  That  notwitlistanding  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  w^as  then  in 
session,  It  was  lawful  and  according  to  long  and  well-established  usage 
to  empower  and  authorize  the  said  Thomas  to  act  as  Secretary'  of  Wa 
ad  interim. 

3.  That  if  the  said  act  regulating  the  tenure  of  civil  offices  be  held  to" 
be  a  valid  law,  no  proxision  of  the  same  \A'as  violated  by  the  issuing  of  sxv^ 
order  or  by  the  designation  of  said  Thomas  to  act  as  Secretar>'  of  Wlj 
ad  interim. 

Anstver  to  Artitle  //A— And  for  answer  to  said  third  article  this  re- 
s]x>ndent  says  that  he  abides  by  his  answer  to  said  first  and  second  arti- 
cles in  so  far  as  the  same  are  responsive  to  the  allegations  contained  in 
the  said  third  article,  and^  without  here  again  repeating  the  same  answer, , 
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prays  the  same  be  taken  as  an  answer  to  this  third  article  as  fully  as  if 
here  again  set  out  at  length;  and  as  to  the  new  allegation  contained 
in  said  third  article,  that  this  respondent  did  appoint  the  said  Thomas  to 
be  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  ad  interim,  this  respondent  denies 
that  he  gave  any  other  authority  to  said  Thomas  than  such  as  appears  in 
said  written  authority,  set  out  in  said  article,  by  which  he  authorized  and 
empowered  said  Thomas  to  act  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War 
ad  interim;  and  he  denies  that  the  same  amounts  to  an  appointment,  and 
insists  that  it  is  only  a  designation  of  an  officer  of  that  Department  to  act 
temporarily  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  ad  interim  until  an 
appointment  should  be  made.  But  whether  the  said  written  authority 
amounts  to  an  appointment  or  to  a  temporary  authority  or  designation, 
this  respondent  denies  that  in  any  sense  he  did  thereby  intend  to  vio- 
late the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  that  he  thereby  intended  to 
give  the  said  order  the  character  or  effect  of  an  appointment  in  the  con- 
stitutional or  legal  sense  of  that  term.  He  further  denies  that  there  was 
no  vacancy  in  said  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  existing 
at  the  date  of  said  written  authority. 

Ans7ver  to  Article  IV. — And  for  answer  to  said  fourth  article  this 
respondent  denies  that  on  the  said  21st  day  of  February,  1868,  at  Wash- 
ington aforesaid,  or  at  any  other  time  or  place,  he  did  unlawfully  con- 
spire with  the  said  Lorenzo  Thomas,  or  with  the  said  Thomas  and  any 
other  person  or  persons,  with  intent,  by  intimidations  and  threats,  unlaw- 
fully to  hinder  and  prevent  the  said  Stanton  from  holding  said  office  of 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  or  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  in  said 
article  mentioned,  or  that  he  did  then  and  there  commit  or  was  guilty  of 
a  high  crime  in  office.  On  the  contrary  thereof,  protesting  that  the  said 
Stanton  was  not  then  and  there  lawfully  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  this  respondent  states  that  his  sole  purpose  in  authorizitig 
the  said  Thomas  to  act  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  ad 
interim  was,  as  is  fully  stated  in  his  answer  to  the  said  first  article,  to 
bring  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  said  Stanton  to  hold  said  office,  not- 
withstanding his  said  suspension,  and  notwithstanding  the  said  order  of 
removal,  and  notwithstanding  the  said  authority  of  the  said  Thomas  to 
act  as  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,  to  the  test  of  a  final  decision  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  earliest  practicable  mode  by 
which  the  question  could  be  brought  before  that  tribunal. 

This  respondent  did  not  conspire  or  agree  with  the  said  Thomas,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons,  to  use  intimidation  or  threats  to  hinder  or  prevent 
the  said  Stanton  from  holding  the  said  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  nor  did  this  respondent  at  any  time  command  or  advise  the 
said  Thomas,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  resort  to  or  use  either 
threats  or  intimidation  for  that  purpose.  The  only  means  in  the  contem- 
plation or  purpose  of  respondent  to  be  used  are  set  forth  fully  in  the  said  a 
M  P— vol.  VI— 47 
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orders  of  February  2 1 ,  the  first  addressed  to  Mr.  Stanton  and  the  second 
to  the  said  Thomas.  By  the  first  order  the  respondent  notified  Mr. 
Stanton  tliat  he  was  removed  from  the  said  office  and  that  his  func- 
ti  )ns  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  were  to  tenninate  upon 
the  receipt  of  that  order;  and  he  also  thereby  notified  the  said  Stanton 
that  the  said  Thomas  had  been  authorized  to  act  as  Secretar>'  for  the 
Department  of  War  ad  interim,  and  ordered  the  said  Stanton  to  transfer 
to  him  all  the  records,  books,  papers,  and  other  public  property  in  his 
custody  and  charge;  and  by  the  second  order  this  respondent  notified  the 
said  Thomas  of  the  removal  from  office  of  the  said  Stanton,  and  author- 
ized him  to  act  as  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  ad  interim,  and 
directed  him  to  immediately  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  per- 
taining to  that  office  and  to  receive  the  transfer  of  all  the  records,  books, 
l^apers,  and  other  public  property  from  Mr.  Stanton  then  in  his  custody 
and  charge. 

Respondent  gave  no  instructions  to  the  said  Thomas  to  use  intimida- 
tion or  threats  to  enforce  obedience  to  these  orders.  He  gave  him  no 
authority  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  military-  or  any  other  force  to  enable 
him  to  obtain  possession  of  the  office  or  of  the  books,  papers,  records,  or 
property  thereof.  The  only  agency  resorted  to,  or  intended  to  be  resorted 
to,  was  by  means  of  the  said  Executive  orders  requiring  obedience.  But 
the  Secretary'  for  the  Department  of  War  refused  to  obey  these  orders, 
and  still  holds  undisturbed  possession  and  custody  of  that  Department 
and  of  the  records,  books,  papers,  and  other  public  property  therein. 
Respondent  further  states  that  in  execution  of  the  orders  so  by  this 
respondent  given  to  the  said  Thomas  he,  the  said  Thomas,  proceeded  in  a 
peaceful  manner  to  demand  of  the  said  Stanton  a  surrender  to  him  of  the 
public  property  in  the  said  Department,  and  to  vacate  the  possession  of 
the  vSame,  and  to  allow  him,  the  said  Thomas,  peaceably  to  exercise  the 
duties  devolved  upon  him  by  authority  of  the  President.  That,  as  this 
respondent  has  been  informed  and  l)elieves,  the  said  Stanton  peremptorily 
refused  obedience  to  the  orders  so  issued.  Upon  such  refusal  no  force  or 
threat  of  force  was  used  by  the  said  Thomas,  by  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  otherwise,  to  enforce  obedience,  either  then  or  at  any  subsequent 
time. 

This  respondent  doth  here  except  to  the  .sufficiency  of  the  allegations 
contained  in  said  fourth  article,  and  states  for  ground  of  exception  that 
it  is  not  stated  that  there  was  any  agreement  between  this  respondent 
and  the  said  Thomas,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  use  intimidation 
and  threats,  nor  is  there  any  allegation  as  to  the  nature  of  said  intimida- 
tion and  threats,  or  that  there  was  any  agreement  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  or  that  any  step  was  taken  or  agreed  to  be  taken  to  carry  them 
into  execution;  and  that  the  allegation  in  .said  article  that  the  intent  of 
said  conspiracy  was  to  use  intimidation  and  threats  is  wholly  insufficient, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  not  alleged  that  the  said  intent  formed  the  basis  or 
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became  part  of  any  agreement  between  the  said  alleged  conspirators;  and, 
furthermore,  that  there  is  no  allegation  of  any  conspiracy  or  agreement 
to  use  intimidation  or  threats. 

Answer  to  Article  V. — And  for  answer  to  the. said  fifth  article  this 
respondent  denies  that  on  the  said  21st  day  of  February,  1868,  or  at  any 
other  time  or  times  in  the  same  year  before  the  said  2d  day  of  March, 
1868,  or  at  any  prior  or  subsequent  time,  at  Washington  aforesaid,  or  at 
any  other  place,  this  respondent  did  unlawfully  conspire  with  the  said 
Thomas,  or  with  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  prevent  or  hinder  the 
execution  of  the  said  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  tenure  of  cer- 
tain civil  offices,"  or  that,  in  pursuance  of  said  alleged  conspiracy,  he  did 
unlawfully  attempt  to  prevent  the  said  Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  holding 
the  said  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  or  that  he  did 
thereby  commit,  or  that  he  was  thereby  guilty  of,  a  high  misdemeanor  in 
office.  Respondent,  protesting  that  said  Stanton  was  not  then  and  there 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  begs  leave  to  refer  to  his  answer 
given  to  the  fourth  article  and  to  his  answer  to  the  first  article  as  to  his 
intent  and  purpose  in  issuing  the  orders  for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Stanton 
and  the  authority  given  to  the  said  Thomas,  and  prays  equal  benefit  there- 
from as  if  the  same  were  here  again  repeated  and  fully  set  forth. 

And  this  respondent  excepts  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  said  fifth  article, 
and  states  his  ground  for  such  exception  that  it  is  not  alleged  by  what 
means  or  by  what  agreement  the  said  alleged  conspiracy  was  formed  or 
agreed  to  be  carried  out,  or  in  what  way  the  same  was  attempted  to  be 
carried  out,  or  what  were  the  acts  done  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Answer  to  Article  VI. — And  for  answer  to  the  said  sixth  article  this 
respondent  denies  that  on  the  said  21st  day  of  February,  1868,  at  Wash- 
ington aforesaid,  or  at  any  other  time  or  place,  he  did  unlawfully  con- 
spire with  the  said  Thomas  by  force  to  seize,  take,  or  possess  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  in  the  Department  of  War,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  acts  referred  to  in  the  said  article,  or  either  of  them, 
or  with  intent  to  violate  either  of  them.  Respondent,  protesting  that 
said  Stanton  was  not  then  and  there  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  not  only  denies  the  said  conspiracy  as  charged,  but  also  denies  any 
unlawful  intent  in  reference  to  the  custody  and  charge  of  the  property 
of  the  United  States  in  the  said  Department  of  War,  and  again  refers 
to  his  former  answers  for  a  full  statement  of  his  intent  and  purpose  in 
the  premises. 

Answer  to  Article  VI L — And  for  answer  to  the  said  seventh  article 
respondent  denies  that  on  the  said  21st  day  of  February,  1868,  at  Wash- 
ington aforesaid,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place,  he  did  unlawfully  con- 
spire with  the  said  Thomas  with  intent  unlawfully  to  seize,  take,  or 
possess  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  the  Department  of  War,  with 
intent  to  violate  or  disregard  the  said  act  in  the  said  seventh  article 
referred  to,  or  that  he  did  then  and  there  commit  a  high  misdemeanor  v 
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oflSce.  Respondent,  protesting  that  the  said  Stanton  was  not  then  and 
there  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  again  refers  to  his  former 
answers,  in  so  far  as  they  are  applicable,  to  show  the  intent  with  which 
he  proceeded  in  the  premises,  and  prays  equal  benefit  therefrom  as  if 
the  same  were  here  again  fully  repeated.  Respondent  further  takes 
exception  to  the  suflSciency  of  the  allegations  of  this  article  as  to  the 
conspiracy  alleged  upon  the  same  grounds  as  stated  in  the  exception  set 
forth  in  his  answer  to  said  article  fourth. 

Answer  to  Article  VI I L — And  for  answer  to  the  said  eighth  article  this 
respondent  denies  that  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  1868,  at  Washing- 
ton aforesaid,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place,  he  did  issue  and  deliver  to 
the  said  Thomas  the  said  letter  of  authority  set  forth  in  the  said  eighth 
article  with  the  intent  unlawfully  to  control  the  disbursements  of  the 
money  appropriated  for  the  military  service  and  for  the  Department  of 
War.  This  respondent,  protesting  that  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  War,  admits  that  he  did  issue  the  said  letter  of  author- 
ity, and  he  denies  that  the  same  was  with  any  unlawful  intent  whatever, 
either  to  violate  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  any  act  of  Con- 
gress. On  the  contrary,  this  respondent  again  affirms  that  his  sole  intent 
was  to  vindicate  his  authority  as  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
peaceful  means  to  bring  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  said  Stanton  to 
continue  to  hold  the  said  office  of  Secretary  of  War  to  a  final  decision 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  as  has  been  hereinbefore 
set  forth;  and  he  prays  the  same  benefit  from  his  answer  in  the  premises 
as  if  the  same  were  here  again  repeated  at  length. 

Aftsu'er  to  Article  IX. — And  for  answer  to  the  said  ninth  article  the 
respondent  states  that  on  the  said  22d  day  of  February,  1868,  the  follow- 
ing note  was  addressed  to  the  said  Emory  by  the  private  secretary  of 
the  respondent: 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  D.  C, 

February  22^  1868. 
Generai,:  The  President  directs  me  to  say  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  have  you 
call  upon  him  as  early  as  practicable. 
Respectfully  and  trulv,  yours, 

WILLIAM  G.  MOORE, 

United  States  Amty. 

General  Emory  called  at  the  Executive  Mansion  according  to  this  re- 
quest. The  object  of  respondent  was  to  be  advised  by  General  Emory, 
as  commander  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  what  changes  had  been 
made  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  department.  Respondent  had  been 
informed  that  various  changes  had  been  made  which  in  no  wise  had 
been  brought  to  his  notice  or  reported  to  him  from  the  Department  of 
War  or  from  any  other  quarter,  and  desired  to  ascertain  the  facts.  After 
the  said  Emory  had  explained  in  detail  the  changes  which  had  taken 
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place,  said  Emon^  called  the  attention  of  respondent  to  a  general  order 
which  he  referred  to,  and  which  this  respondent  then  sent  for,  when  it 
was  produced.     It  is  as  follows: 

Gbnkral  Ordrrs»  No.  tj 

War  Dkpaktmknt, 

Al>Jl^ANT-tiKNIiRAl.\S  OHKICB, 

Washing ian,  March  14^  iS6f. 
The  following  acts  of  Congress  are  publislitnl  for  the  iuformatiou  and  government 
of  an  conctmcd: 

#  t  ^  •  ^  »  « 

*'IL— rimuc— No*  85. 

**AN  ACT  iiiAking  appropriatiotis  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  «fii<11ng  Juu«  30^  i868» 

iittd  for  otlicr  purposcii, 

*'Skc.  2.  Aftd  be  it  further  enactrd,  'llmt  the  lieflilqimrters  of  the  General  af  the 
Anuy  of  the  United  States  shall  Ije  at  the  city  of  Washinfcton.  and  all  orders  and 
instructions  reLiting  to  military  operfttions  issued  hy  the  President  or  Sccreturv'  of 
War  shall  1>e  itisued  through  the  General  of  the  Amiy,  and  in  case  of  his  inability 
through  the  neict  in  rank.  The  General  of  the  Army  shall  not  be  removed,  sus- 
pcnile*!.  or  reheved  from  comniand,  or  assigned  to  duty  elsewhere  than  at  said 
headqunrter^*  except  at  his  own  request,  without  the  pre^nous  approval  of  the  Senate; 
and  any  orders  or  instructions  relating  to  mtlilar\^  operations  issued  contrary'  to  the 
requirements  of  this  section  sluill  bt*  null  and  void;  and  any  officer  who  shall  i^sue 
ortlers  or  instructions  contrar)'  to  the  pro\Hston3  of  this  section  shall  Ijt  deemed 
illy  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office;  and  any  officer  of  the  Army  who  shall  transmit, 
rivey,  or  obey  any  orders  or  instructions  so  issued  contrary'  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Clion,  knowing  Uiat  such  orders  were  so  issued,  shall  Ijc  liable  to  imprisiinmenl  for 
not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twenty  years  upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction. 

**Approvetl,  March  a,  1867/* 


By  onier  of  tlie  Secretar>'  of  War; 


Official: 


XL  D,  TOWNSRND, 

Assisia tit  A4ju ta n /•  General. 


Assistant  Adju ta nt- Ge^iera / . 

General  Emory  not  only  called  the  attention  of  respondent  to  this 
order,  but  to  the  fact  that  it  was  in  conformity  with  a  section  contained 
in  an  appropriation  act  passed  by  Congress.  Respondent,  after  reading 
the  order,  observ^ed: 

This  is  not  in  accordance  witli  the  Constitution  of  the  lTnlte<i  States,  which  makes 
me  Connnander  in  Chief  of  the  Array  and  Navy;  or  of  the  language  of  the  catiimission 
which  you  hold. 

General  Emory  then  stated  that  this  order  had  met  the  respondent's 
approval.     Respondent  then  said  in  reply,  in  substance: 

Am  I  to  understand  that  tlie  lYesidcnl  of  die  United  States  can  not  give  aJi  order 
but  through  the  General  in  Chief,  or  General  Graiit? 
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General  Eraory  again  reiterated  the  statement  that  it  had  met  respond- 
ent's approval,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  leading  lawyers 
of  the  conntrv'  that  this  order  was  coiistitntionaL  With  some  further 
conversation,  resjiondent  tlieii  inquired  the  names  of  the  lawyers  who  had 
given  the  opinion,  a!id  lie  mentioned  the  names  of  two.  Res|X3ndent  then 
said  that  the  object  of  the  law  was  very  evident,  referring  to  the  clause 
in  the  appropriation  act  upon  which  the  order  j)urjK>rted  to  Ix^  based. 
This,  according  to  res]x>ndent*s  recollection,  w^as  the  suljstauce  of  the 
conversation  had  with  (leueral  Enior>'. 

Resix>ndcnt  denies  that  any  allegations  in  the  s^iid  article  of  any  in- 
st  met  ions  or  declarations  given  to  the  saitl  Emory  then  or  at  any  other 
time  contrary  to  or  in  addition  to  what  is  hereinl)efnre  set  forth  are  true. 
Respondent  denies  that  in  said  conversation  with  said  Emory  he  had  any 
other  intent  than  to  express  the  opinion  then  given  to  the  said  Emor>% 
nor  did  he  then  or  at  any  time  request  or  order  the  said  Emur>^  to  dis«^^| 
obey  any  law  or  any  order  issued  in  confornn'ty  with  any  law,  or  intend^^H 
to  offer  any  inducement  to  the  said  Emor>^  to  \'iolate  any  law.  What 
this  res|x>ndcnt  then  said  to  General  Emory  was  simply  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  which  he  then  fully  believed  to  be  scmnd,  and  which  he  yet 
l>elieves  to  be  so,  and  that  is  that  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution this  respondent,  as  President,  is  made  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales,  and  as  such  he  is  to  btf  resix^cted,  and 
that  his  orders,  whether  issued  through  the  W^ar  Department,  or  through 
the  General  in  Chief,  or  1>3'  any  other  channel  of  conununication,  are  en- 
titled to  respect  and  otedience,  and  that  such  constitutional  p<nver  can' 
not  be  taken  from  him  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  Congress.  Resjxjndent 
doth  therefore  deny  that  by  the  expression  of  such  opinion  he  did  com- 
mit or  was  guilty  of  a  higli  misdemeanor  in  office;  and  the  resjxwdent 
doth  further  say  that  the  said  Article  IX  lays  no  foundation  whatev< 
for  the  conclusion  stated  in  the  said  article,  that  the respMuknt, by  reason 
of  the  allegations  therein  contained,  was  guilty  of  a  higli  misdemeanor  in 
office. 

In  reference  to  the  statement  made  liy  General  Emory  that  this  re- 
spondent had  approved  of  said  act  of  Congress  containing  the  section 
referred  to,  the  respondent  admits  that  his  formal  approval  was  given  to 
said  act,  but  accompanied  the  same  by  the  following  message,  addressed 
and  sent  with  the  act  to  the  House  oi  Representatives,  in  which  House 
the  said  act  originated,  and  from  which  it  came  to  respondent: 

To  thr  Home  of  Representatives:  Washington,  D.  C.  March  2,  mj, 

Tlie  act  entitled  *'Aii  act  making  approprialions  for  tlie  support  of  tlie  Anny  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1868,  and  for  other  purposevS,''  contains  provisions  to  which 
I  ttinst  call  attention.  These  provisions  are  contained  iti  tlie  second  section »whicli 
in  certain  cases  virtually  deprives  the  President  of  his  constitutional  functions  9S. 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Anny.  and  in  the  sixth  section,  which  denies  to  ten 
States  of  the  Union  their  constitutional  right  to  protect  themselves  in  any  emer- 
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j^ency  by  means  of  their  own  tiiililia.  The*»e  provisiotis  are  out  of  place  in  an  ap- 
propnattion  act,  but  I  am  compelled  to  defeat  tliese  ncccssnry  approprintions  if  I 
withhold  my  signature  from  the  act.  Hreitse^i  by  tliese  coiiKiilerations,  T  feel  cou* 
strained  to  return  the  bill  with  my  !»%nature,  but  to  accompany  it  with  my  earnest 
protest  against  the  scctioiw  which  I  have  indicaterL 


Resjxnidetit,  therefore,  did  no  more  than  to  exprevSs  to  said  Etnory  the 
same  opinion  which  he  had  so  expressed  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ansuftr  to  Arikk  X. — And  in  answer  to  the  tenth  article  and  sjiccifi' 
cations  thereof  the  respondent  says  that  on  the  14th  atid  15th  days  of 
August,  in  tlie  year  1866,  a  political  convention  of  delegates  from  all  or 
most  of  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  ITnion  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  National  Union  Conven- 
tion, for  the  pur|X)scof  maintaining  and  advancing  certain  ix)litical  views 
and  opinions  Ijefore  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  for  their  support 
and  adoption  in  the  exercise  of  the  constitutional  sulTrage  in  tlie  elections 
of  Representatives  and  Delegates  in  Congress  which  were  soon  to  occur 
in  many  of  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union;  w^hich  said  con\*en- 
tiim,  in  the  course  of  its  proceedings,  and  in  furtherance  of  the  objects 
of  the  same,  adopted  a  '* Declaration  of  principles"  and  "An  address  to 
the  people  of  the  United  *States,'*  and  appointed  a  committee  of  two  of  its 
members  from  each  State  and  of  one  from  each  Territory  and  one  from 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  wait  up<.ju  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  present  to  him  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention;  that  on 
tlie  iSth  day  of  said  month  of  August  this  committee  w^aited  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  llie  Executive  Mansion,  and  was  received 
by  btm  in  one  of  the  rooms  thereof,  and  by  their  chairman,  Hon.  Reverdy 
Jf>hnsnn.  then  and  now*  a  Senator  of  the  llnited  States,  actitig  and  speak- 
ing in  their  behalf,  presented  a  copy  of  the  prcxreedings  of  the  convention 
and  addressed  the  President  of  the  ITnited  States  in  a  sjieech  of  which  a 
copy  (according  to  a  published  report  of  the  same,  and,  as  the  resjjondent 
Ixdieves,  substantially  a  correct  rep<irt  i  is  hereto  antiexed  as  a  part  of  this 
answer,  and  marked  Exhibit  C. 

Tbat  thereupon,  and  \\\  reply  to  the  address  of  said  committee  by  their 
chairman,  this  resptmdent  addressed  the  said  committee  so  waiting  upon 
him  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Executive  Mansion:  and  this  respondent 
l>eHeves  that  this  his  address  to  said  connnittee  is  tlic  occasion  referred 
to  in  the  first  specification  of  the  tenth  article;  but  this  respondent  does 
not  admit  that  the  passages  therein  set  forth,  as  if  extracts  from  a  speech 
or  address  of  this  respondent  upon  said  occasioti,  correctly  or  justly  pre- 
ym\\  his  speech  or  address  upon  said  occasion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  this 
respondent  demands  and  insists  that  if  this  honorable  court  shall  deem 
the  said  article  and  the  said  first  specification  thereof  to  contain  allega 
tion  of  matter  cognizable  by  this  honorable  court  as  a  high  misdemeanor 
in  office  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  receive  or  allow  proof  in  support  of  tlje  same,  that  proof 
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shall  be  required  to  be  made  of  the  actual  speech  aud  address  of  this 
respondent  on  said  occasion,  which  this  respondent  denies  that  said  article 
and  specification  contain  or  correctly  or  justly  represent. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering  the  tenth  article  and  the  speci- 
fications thereof,  says  that  at  Cleveland,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, and  on  the 
3d  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1866,  he  was  attended  by  a  large  assem- 
blage  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  in  deference  and  oliedience  to  their  call 
and  demand  he  addressed  them  upon  matters  of  public  and  political  con* 
sideration;  and  this  respondent  l)elieves  that  said  occasion  and  address 
are  referred  to  in  the  second  specification  of  the  tenth  article;  but  this 
respondent  does  not  admit  that  the  passages  therein  set  forth,  as  if  ex- 
tracts from  a  speech  of  this  respondent  on  said  occasion,  correctly  or 
justly  present  his  sixjech  or  address  upon  said  occasion,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, this  respondent  demands  and  insists  that  if  this  honorable  court 
shall  deem  the  said  article  and  the  said  second  specification  thereof  to 
contain  allegation  of  matter  cognizable  by  this  honorable  court  as  a  high 
misdemeanor  in  office  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  vStates,  and  shall  receive  or  allow  proof  in  support  of  the 
same,  that  proof  shall  be  required  to  be  made  of  th^^  actual  speech  and 
address  of  this  respondent  on  said  occasion,  which  this  respondent  denies 
that  said  article  and  sjrjecification  contain  or  correctly  or  justly  represent. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering  the  tenth  article  and  the  speci- 
fications thereof,  says  that  at  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  on 
the  8th  day  of  Scptemlxfr,  in  the  year  1H66,  he  was  attended  by  a  nu- 
merous assemblage  of  his  fellow -Citizens,  and  in  deference  and  olx^dieuce 
to  their  call  and  demand  he  addressed  them  u|>on  matters  of  public  and 
political  consideration;  and  this  respondent  believes  that  said  occasion 
and  address  are  referred  to  in  the  third  specification  of  the  tenth  article; 
but  this  respondent  does  not  admit  that  the  passages  therein  set  forth,  as 
if  extracts  from  a  speech  of  this  res|x>ndent  on  said  occasion,  correctly 
or  justly  present  his  speech  or  address  upon  said  occasion,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  this  respondent  demands  and  insists  that  if  this  honorable  court 
shall  deem  the  said  article  and  the  said  third  specification  thereof  to  con- 
tain allegation  of  matter  cognizable  by  this  honorable  court  as  a  high 
misdemeanor  in  office  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  tlie  Constitu- 
tion of  tlie  United  States,  and  sliall  receive  or  allow  procjf  in  support  of 
the  same,  that  proof  shall  Ije  required  to  l>e  made  of  the  actual  speech 
and  address  of  this  respondent  on  said  occasion,  which  this  respondent 
denies  that  the  said  article  and  specification  contain  or  correctly  or  justly 
represctit. 

And  til  is  respondent,  further  answerinEj:  the  tenth  article,  protesting 
that  he  has  not  Ijeen  unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  ofhce  or  of  the 
harmony  or  courtesies  which  ought  to  exist  and  be  maintained  between 
the  executive  and  legislalixe  branches  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  denies  that  he  has  ever  intended  or  designed  to  set  aside  the  right- 
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authority  or  powers  of  Congress,  or  atteinpted  to  bring  into  disgjace» 
ridicule,  haired,  contempt,  or  reproach  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
or  either  hraiKh  thereof,  or  to  impair  or  destroy  the  regjird  or  resj^iect  of 
all  or  any  of  the  goo<l  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  Congress  ur  the 
rightful  legislative  power  thereof » or  to  excite  the  odium  or  resentment 
of  all  or  any  of  the  gcx>d  people  of  I  Ik-  United  States  agaiasl  Congress 
and  the  laws  by  it  duly  and  constitutionally  enacted.  This  res]Kindent 
further  says  that  at  all  times  he  has.  in  his  official  acts  as  President, 
recognized  the  authority  of  the  several  Congresses  of  the  United  States 
as  constituted  and  organi/ed  during  his  administration  of  the  ofRce  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  I 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering,  says  that  he  has  from  time  to 
time,  under  liis  constitutional  right  and  duty  as  President  of  the  ITtnted 
States,  communicated  to  Congress  his  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to 
such  acts  or  resolutions  thereof  as,  l>eing  submitted  to  hini  as  President 
of  the  United  Stales  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  seemed  to  this  re- 
spondent to  re<iuire  such  communications;  and  he  has  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  freedom  of  s|>eech  which  belongs  to  him  as  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and,  in  his  political  relations  as  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  upon  fit  occasions  a 
duty  of  the  highest  obligation,  expressed  ta  his  fellow*citizens  his  views 
and  opinions  respecting  the  measures  and  procee<lings  of  Congress;  and 
that  in  such  addresses  to  his  fellow -citizens  and  in  such  his  communica- 
tions to  Congress  he  has  expressed  his  views,  opinions,  and  judgment  of 
and  ctmcerning  the  actual  constitution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
without  representation  therein  of  certain  States  of  the  Union,  and  of  the 
effect  that  in  wisdom  and  justice,  in  the  opinion  and  judgment  of  this 
respondent,  Congress  in  its  legislation  and  proceedings  should  give  to 
this  political  circumstance:  and  whatsoever  he  has  thus  conmiunicated 
to  Congress  or  addressed  to  his  fellow -citizens  or  any  assemblage  tliercof 
this  resjKm<lent  says  was  and  is  within  and  according  to  his  right  and 
privilege  as  an  American  citizen  and  his  right  and  duty  as  President  of 
the  United  States. 

And  this  respondent,  not  wai\ing  or  at  all  disparaging  his  right  of 
freedom  of  opinion  and  of  freedom  of  speech,  as  hereinliefore  or  here- 
inafter more  jxirticularly  set  forth,  but  claiming  and  insisting  upon  the 
some,  further  answering  the  saitl  tenth  article,  s;iys  that  the  views  and 
opinions  expressed  by  this  respondent  in  his  said  addresses  to  the  assem- 
blages of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  in  s^iid  articles  or  in  this  answer  thereto 
mentioned,  are  not  and  were  not  intended  to  be  other  or  different  from 
those  expressed  by  him  in  his  communications  to  Congress — that  the 
eleven  States  lately  in  insurrection  never  had  ceased  to  be  States  of  the 
Union,  and  that  they  were  then  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress 
by  loyal  Representatives  and  Senators  as  fully  as  the  other  States  of  the 
Union,  and  tliat  consequently  the  Congress  as  then  constituted  was  not  in 
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fact  a  Congress  of  all  the  States,  but  a  Congress  of  only  a  part  of  the  States. 
This  respondent,  always  protesting  against  the  unauthorized  exclusion 
therefrom  of  the  said  eleven  States,  nevertheless  gave  his  assent  to  all 
laws  passed  by  said  Congress  which  did  not,  in  his  opinion  and  judgment, 
violate  the  Constitution,  exercising  his  constitutional  authority  of  return- 
ing bills  to  said  Congress  with  his  objections  when  they  appeared  to  him 
to  be  unconstitutional  or  inexpedient. 

And  further,  this  respondent  has  also  expressed  the  opinion,  both  in  his 
coninmnications  to  Congress  and  in  his  addresses  to  the  people,  that  the 
policy  adopted  by  Congress  in  reference  to  the  States  lately  in  insurrec- 
tion did  not  tend  to  peace,  harmony,  and  union,  but,  on  the  contrar>%  did 
tend  to  disunion  and  the  permanent  disruption  of  the  States,  and  that  in 
following  its  said  policy  laws  had  been  passed  by  Congress  in  violation 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Government,  and  which  tended  to 
consolidation  and  despotism;  and  such  being  his  delil^erate  opinions,  he 
would  have  felt  himself  unmindful  of  the  high  duties  of  his  office  if  he 
had  failed  to  express  them  in  his  communications  to  Congress  or  in  his 
addresses  to  the  people  when  called  upon  by  them  to  exprCvSS  his  opinions 
on  matters  of  public  and  political  consideration. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering  the  tenth  article,  says  that  he 
has  always  claimed  and  insisted,  and  now  claims  and  insists,  that  both  in 
the  personal  and  private  capacity  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
in  the  political  relations  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  whose  servant,  under  the  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  and  should  always  remain,  this  respondent  had  and  has  the  full 
right,  and  in  his  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  is  held  to  the  high 
duty,  of  forming,  and  on  fit  occasions  expressing,  opinions  of  and  concern- 
ing the  legislation  of  Congress,  proposed  or  completed,  in  respect  of  its 
wisdom,  expediency,  justice,  worthiness,  objects,  purposes,  and  public  and 
political  motives  and  tendencies,  and  within  and  as  a  part  of  such  right 
and  duty  to  form,  and  on  fit  occasions  to  express,  opinions  of  and  concern- 
ing the  public  character  and  conduct,  views,  i)urposes,  objects,  motives, 
and  tendencies  of  all  men  engaged  in  the  public  ser\nce,  as  well  in  Congress 
as  otherwise,  and  under  no  other  rules  or  limits  upon  this  right  of  freedom 
of  opinion  and  of  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  responsibility  and  amenability 
for  the  actual  exercise  of  such  freedom  of  opinion  and  freedom  of  speech, 
than  attend  upon  such  rights  and  their  exercise  on  the  part  of  all  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  part  of  all  their  public  ser\^ants. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering  said  tenth  article,  says  that 
the  several  occasions  on  which,  as  is  alleged  in  the  several  specifications 
of  said  article,  this  respondent  addressed  his  fellow-citizens  on  subjects  of 
public  and  political  considerations  were  not,  nor  was  any  one  of  them, 
sought  or  planned  by  this  respondent,  but,  on  the  contrary,  each  of  said 
occasions  arose  upon  the  exercise  of  a  lawful  and  accustomed  right  of  the 
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people  of  the  tlnited  States  to  call  upon  their  public  sen-ants  and  express 
to  them  their  opinions,  wishes,  and  feelings  njum  matters  of  public  and 
political  consideration,  and  to  invite  from  such  their  public  sen-ants  an 
expression  of  their  opinions,  views,  and  feelings  on  matters  of  pubHc  and 
political  consideratiotij  and  this  res|iondent  claims  atid  insists  Ixffore  tliis 
honorable  court,  and  before  all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  of  or 
coTicerning  this  his  right  of  freedom  of  opinion  and  of  freedom  of  speech, 
and  this  his  exercise  of  such  rights  on  all  matters  of  public  and  political 
consideration,  and  in  respect  of  all  public  servants  or  persons  whatsoever 
engaged  in  or  connected  therewith,  this  rcspotident,  as  a  citizen  or  as 
President  of  the  I'nited  States,  is  not  subject  to  question,  inquisition, 
impeachment,  or  inculpation  in  any  form  or  manner  whatsoever. 

Atid  this  respH^ndent  says  that  neither  the  said  tenth  article  nor  any  spec- 
ification thereof  nor  any  allegation  therein  a>ntaincd  touches  or  relates  to 
any  official  act  or  doing  of  this  res|K)ndent  in  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States  or  in  llie  discharge  of  any  of  its  constitutional  or  legal  duties 
or  responsibilities;  but  said  article  and  the  specifications  and  allegations 
thereof,  wholly  and  in  ever>'  part  thereof,  question  only  the  discretion  or 
propriety  of  freedom  of  opinion  or  freedom  of  speech  as  exercised  by  this 
respondent  as  a  citi/en  of  the  United  States  in  his  personal  right  and 
capacity,  and  without  allegation  or  imputation  against  this  respondent 
of  the  violation  of  any  law  of  the  United  Stales  touching  or  relating  to 
freedom  of  speech  or  its  exercise  by  the  citi/.ens  of  tlie  United  States  or 
by  this  respondent  as  one  of  the  said  citizens  or  otherwise;  and  he  denies 
that  by  reason  of  any  matter  in  said  article  or  its  specifications  alleged  he 
has  said  or  done  anything  indecent  or  unbecoming  in  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  United  States,  or  that  he  has  brought  the  high  office  of  President  of 
the  United  States  into  ccmtempt.  ridictile,  or  disgrace,  or  that  he  has  com- 
nutted  or  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor  iu  office. 

Anszt^r  io  Article  XI, — And  in  answer  to  the  eleventh  article  this 
respondent  denies  that  on  the  i8th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1866,  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Cohnnbia,  he  did,  by  public  speech 
or  otherwise,  declare  or  affirm,  iu  substance  or  at  all,  that  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  not  a  Congress  of  the  United 
States  authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  exercise  legislative  puw^er  luider 
the  same,  or  tliat  he  did  then  and  there  declare  or  affirm  that  the  said 
Thirly'iiinth  Congress  was  a  Congress  of  only  part  of  the  States  in  any 
sense  or  meaning  other  than  that  ten  States  of  the  Union  were  denied 
representation  therein,  or  that  he  made  any  or  cither  of  the  declarations 
or  affirmations  in  this  l)ehalf  in  the  said  article  alleged  as  denying  or 
intending  to  deu}  that  the  legislation  of  said  Thirty-ninth  Congress  was 
valid  or  obligatory  upon  this  respondent  except  so  far  as  this  respondent 
saw  fit  to  approve  the  same;  and  as  to  the  allegation  in  said  article  that 
he  did  thereby  intend  or  mean  to  be  understood  that  the  said  Congress  had 
not  power  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  this  respondent 
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says  that  in  said  address  he  said  nothing  in  reference  to  the  subject 
of  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  nor  was  the  question  of  the  com- 
petency of  the  said  Cougress  to  propose  such  amendments,  without  the 
participation  of  said  excluded  States^  at  the  time  of  said  address  in  any 
way  meutioned  or  cousidered  or  referred  to  by  this  resix>ndent»  nor  iu 
what  he  did  say  had  he  any  intent  regarding  the  same;  and  he  denies 
the  allegations  so  made  to  the  contrar\'  thereof.  But  this  respondent, 
iu  further  answer  to  and  in  respect  of  the  said  allegations  of  the  said 
eleventh  article  hereinbefore  traversed  and  denied,  claims  and  iiii>ists 
upon  Ills  personal  and  official  right  of  freedom  of  opinion  and  freedom  of 
speech,  and  his  duty  in  his  political  relations  as  President  of  the  United* 
States  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  exercise  of  such  freedom 
of  opinion  and  freedom  of  speech,  m  the  same  manner,  form,  and  effect 
as  he  has  in  this  liehalf  stated  the  same  in  his  answer  to  the  said  tenth 
article,  and  with  the  same  effect  as  if  he  here  repeated  the  same;  and  he 
further  claims  and  insists,  as  in  said  answer  to  said  tenth  article  he  has 
claimed  and  insisted,  that  he  is  not  subject  to  question,  inquisition,  im- 
peachment or  inculpation,  in  any  fomi  or  manner,  of  or  couceniing  such 
rights  of  freedom  of  opinion  or  freedom  of  speech,  or  liis  said  alleged 
exercise  thereof. 

And  this  respondent  further  denies  that  on  the  21st  day  of  Febniary, 
in  the  year  1868,  or  at  any  other  time,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  pursuance  of  any  such  declaration  as  iu  that 
behalf  in  said  eleventh  article  alleged,  or  otherwise,  he  did  unlawfully, 
and  in  disregard  of  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution  that  he  should 
take  care  that  the  laws  should  be  faithfully  executed,  attempt  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  regulating  the  tenure  of  certain 
civil  offices,*'  passed  March  2,  1867,  by  unlawfully  devising  or  contrivnng, 
or  attempting  to  devise  or  contrive,  means  by  whicli  he  should  prevent 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  from  forthwith  resuming  the  functions  of  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  War,  or  by  unlawfully  devising  or  contri%nng,  or 
attempting  to  de\nse  or  contrive,  means  to  prevent  the  execution  of  an 
act  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1868,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
March  2,  1867,  or  to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  more  efficient  government  of  the  rebel  States,"  passed 
March  2,  1867. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering  the  said  eleventh  article,  says 
that  he  has  in  his  answer  to  the  first  article  set  forth  in  detail  the  acts, 
steps,  and  prrx:eediugs  done  and  taken  by  this  respondent  to  and  tow^ard 
or  in  the  matter  of  the  suspension  or  removal  of  the  said  Kdwin  M.  Stan- 
ton iu  or  from  the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  with 
the  times,  modes,  circumstances,  itUents,  views,  purposes,  and  ox>inions 
of  official  obligations  and  duty  under  and  with  which  such  acts,  steps, 
and  proceedings  were  done  and  taken;  and  lie  makes  answer  to  this 
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eleventh  article  of  the  luatters  h\  his  answer  to  the  firM  hukiv  pt^nlaiu 
irig  to  the  suspension  or  removal  of  said  Edwin  M,  Stanton,  to  the  same 
intent  and  effect  as  if  they  were  here  repeated  and  set  forth,  j 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering  the  said  eleventh  ;utiL-le» 
denies  tlmt  by  means  or  reason  of  anything  in  said  article  allL-ged  this 
respondent,  as  President  of  the  United  States.  cUd.  on  the  21st  day  of 
Febniar>' ,  1S68,  or  at  any  otlier  day  or  litne,  coniniit  or  that  he  was  gttiky 
of  a  higli  misdemeanor  in  office. 

And  this  respondent,  further  answering  the  said  ele\*etith  article,  says 
that  the  same  and  the  matters  therein  contained  do  not  charge  or  allege 
the  commission  of  any  act  whatever  by  this  respondent  in  his  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  omission  by  tliis  respondent 
of  any  act  of  official  obligation  or  duty  in  his  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States;  nor  does  the  said  article  nor  the  matters  therein  contained 
name,  designate,  describe,  or  define  any  act  or  mode  or  form  of  attempt » de* 
vice,  contrivance,  or  means,  or  of  attempt  at  device,  contrivance,  or  means. 
whereby  this  respondent  can  know  or  understand  what  act  or  mo<ie  or 
form  of  attempt,  device,  contrivance,  or  means,  or  of  attempt  at  device, 
contrivance,  or  meatis,  are  imputed  to  or  charged  against  this  respondent 
hi  his  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  or  intended  so  to  lie,  or 
whereby  this  respondejit  can  more  fully  or  definitely  make  answer  unto 
the  said  article  than  he  hereby  does. 

And  this  respondent,  in  submitting  to  this  honorable  cotirt  this  his 
ans-wer  to  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him,  resi^ectfully 
resen^es  leave  to  amend  and  add  to  the  same  from  time  to  time>  as  may 
become  necessary  or  proper,  and  when  and  as  such  necessity  and  propriety 
shall  appear.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

HENRY  STANBERY,  | 

B.  R.  CURTIS,  1 

THOMAS  A.  R.  NELSON.  I 

WILLIAM  M.  EVARTS.  I 
W.  S.  GROESBECK. 

Of  CotnL<i'L 

[For  Exhibits  A  and  B  see  veto  message  of  March  2,  1867,  pp.  492-498, 
and  special  message  of  December  12,  1867,  pp.  583-594.]  1 

Exhibit  C.  I 

Am>RICSS  To  THK   PRESIURNT  BY  HoN.  RKVRRDY  JoUNSON,  AUGUST,  iS,  j866. 

Mr.  PRBSIDHNT:  We  are  before  you  as  a  committee  of  the  National 
Union  Convention,  which  met  in  Philatlelphia  on  Tuesday*  the  14th 
instant*  charged  with  the  duty  of  presenting  you  with  an  authentic  copy 
of  its  proceedings.  ■ 
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Before  placing  it  in  your  hands  you  will  permit  us  to  congratulate  you 
that  iti  the  object  for  which  the  convention  was  called,  in  the  enthu- 
siasm with  which  in  every  State  and  Territor>'  the  call  was  responded 
to,  in  the  unbroken  harmony  of  its  deliberations,  in  the  unanimity  with 
which  the  principles  it  has  declared  were  adopted,  and  more  especially  in 
the  patriotic  and  constitutional  character  of  the  principles  themselves,  we 
are  confident  that  you  and  the  country  will  find  gratifying  and  cheering 
evidence  that  there  exists  among  the  pcox>le  a  public  sentiment  which 
renders  an  early  and  complete  restoration  of  the  Union  as  established 
by  the  Constitution  certain  and  inevitable.  Party  faction,  seeking  the 
continuance  of  its  misrule,  may  momentarily  delay  it,  but  the  principles 
of  political  liberty  for  which  our  fathers  successfully  contended,  and  to 
secure  which  they  adopted  the  Constitution,  are  so  glaringly  inconsistent 
with  the  condition  in  which  the  country  has  been  placed  by  such  misrule 
that  it  will  not  be  ix?rmitted  a  nmch  longer  duration. 

We  wish,  Mr.  President,  you  could  have  witnessed  the  spirit  of  con- 
cord and  brotherly  affection  which  animated  every  member  of  the  conven- 
tion. Great  as  your  confidence  has  ever  Ijeen  in  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  your  fellow-citizens,  in  their  deep  devotion  to  the  Union 
and  their  present  determination  to  reinstate  and  maintain  it,  that  confi- 
dence would  have  l>econie  a  ix)sitive  conviction  could  yow  have  seen  and 
heard  all  that  was  done  and  said  \\\vo\\  the  occasion.  Every  heart  was 
evidently  full  of  joy;  ever>^  eye  beamed  with  patriotic  animation;  de- 
spondency gave  place  to  the  assurance  that,  our  late  dreadful  civil  strife 
ended,  the  blissful  reign  of  peace,  under  the  protection,  not  of  arms»  but 
of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  would  have  sway,  and  Ixi  in  every  part  of 
our  land  cheerfully  acknowledged  and  in  jx^rfect  good  faith  obeyed.  You 
would  not  have  doul^ted  that  the  recurrence  of  dangerous  domestic  insiu"- 
rections  in  the  future  is  not  to  be  apprehended. 

If  you  could  have  seen  the  men  of  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina 
coming  into  the  convention  on  the  first  day  of  its  meeting  hand  in  hand, 
amid  the  rapturous  applause  of  the  wlu^le  body,  awakened  by  heartfelt 
gratification  at  the  event,  filling  the  eyes  of  thousands  with  tears  of  joy, 
which  they  neither  could  nor  desired  to  re])ress,  you  would  have  felt,  as 
every  person  present  felt,  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  all  sectional  or 
other  i)erilous  dissensions  had  ceased,  and  that  nothing  should  be  heard 
in  the  future  but  the  voice  of  harmony  i)roclainiing  devotion  to  a  common 
country,  of  pride  in  being  bound  together  by  a  common  Union,  existing 
and  protected  by  forms  of  government  proved  l)y  exi)erience  to  be  emi- 
nently fitted  for  the  exigencies  of  either  war  or  jM^acx?. 

In  the  j)rinciples  announced  by  the  convention  and  in  the  feeling  there 
manifested  we  have  every  assurance  that  harmony  throughout  our  entire 
land  will  soon  prevail.  We  know  that  as  in  fonner  days,  as  was  elo- 
quently declared  by  Webster,  the  nation's  most  gifted  .statesman,  Massa- 
chusetts and  South  Carolina  went  *  *  shoulder  to  shoulder  through  the 
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Revolution"  and  stood  hand  in  hand  "around  the  Administration  of 
Washington  and  felt  his  own  great  arm  lean  on  them  for  support,"  so 
will  they  again,  with  like  magnanimity,  devotion,  and  power,  stand  round 
your  Administration  and  cause  you  to  feel  that  you  may  also  lean  on 
them  for  support. 

In  the  proceedings,  Mr.  President,  which  we  are  to  place  in  your  hands 
you  will  find  that  the  convention  perfonned  the  grateful  duty  imposed 
upon  them  by  their  knowledge  of  your  ' '  devotion  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws  and  interests  of  your  country,"  as  illustrated  by  your  entire 
Presidential  career,  of  declaring  that  in  you  they  "recognize  a  Chief 
Magistrate  worthy  of  the  nation  and  equal  to  the  great  crisis  upon  which 
your  lot  is  cast;"  and  in  this  declaration  it  gives  us  marked  pleasure  to 
add  we  are  confident  that  the  convention  has  but  spoken  the  intelligent 
and  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  country.  Ever  inaccessible  to  the  low 
influences  which  often  control  the  mere  partisan,  governed  alone  by  an 
honest  opinion  of  constitutional  obligations  and  rights  and  of  the  duty  of 
looking  solely  to  the  true  interests,  safety,  and  honor  of  the  nation,  such 
a  class  is  incapable  of  resorting  to  any  bait  for  popularity  at  the  expense 
of  the  iHiblic  good. 

In  the  measures  which  you  have  adopted  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Union  the  convention  saw  only  a  continuance  of  the  policy  which  for 
the  same  purpose  w^as  inaugurated  by  your  immediate  predecessor.  In 
his  reelection  by  the  people,  after  that  policy  had  been  fully  indicated 
and  had  l)een  made  one  of  the  issues  of  the  contest,  those  of  his  political 
friends  who  are  now^  assailing  you  for  sternly  pursuing  it  are  forgetful  or 
regardless  of  the  opinions  which  their  support  of  his  reelection  neces- 
sarily involved.  Being  upon  the  same  ticket  with  that  much-lamented 
public  servant,  whose  foul  assassination  touched  the  heart  of  the  civilized 
world  with  grief  and  horror,  you  would  have  been  false  to  obvious  duty 
if  you  had  not  endeavored  to  carry  out  the  same  policy;  and,  judging 
now  by  the  opposite  one  which  Congress  has  pursued,  its  wisdom  and 
patriotism  are  indicated  by  the  fact  that  that  of  Congress  has  but  con- 
tinued a  broken  Union  by  keeping  ten  of  the  States  in  which  at  one  time 
the  insurrection  existed  (as  far  as  they  could  accomplish  it)  in  the  condi- 
tion of  subjugated  provinces,  denying  to  thetn  the  right  to  be  represented, 
while  subjecting  their  people  to  every  species  of  legislation,  including 
that  of  taxation.  That  such  a  state  of  things  is  at  war  with  the  very 
genius  of  our  Goveniment,  inconsistent  with  every  idea  of  political  free- 
dom, and  most  perilous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  country  no  reflect- 
ing man  can  fail  to  believe. 

We  lioi^e,  sir,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  will  cause  you  to 
adhere,  if  possible,  with  even  greater  firmness  to  the  course  which  you 
are  pursuing,  by  satisfying  you  that  the  people  are  with  you,  and  that 
the  w^ish  which  lies  nearest  to  their  heart  is  that  a  perfect  restoration  of 
our  Union  at  the  earliest  nininrp' '       "    '    ^^  nnrl  1  ffl^ — '^'^' —  ^^^  ^^ 
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result  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  measures  which  you  are  pursuing. 
And  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  these  impose  upon  you  we,  as 
did  every  meml)er  of  the  convention,  agaiti  for  ourselves  individually 
tender  to  you  our  profound  respect  and  assurance  of  our  cordial  aud  sin- 
cere supiK)rt. 

With  a  reunited  Union,  with  no  foot  but  that  of  a  freeman  treading  or 
permitted  \o  tread  our  soil,  with  a  nation's  faith  pledged  forever  to  a 
strict  obser\'ance  of  all  its  obligations,  with  kindness  and  fraternal  love 
everywhere  prevailing,  the  desolations  of  war  will  soon  be  removed;  its 
sacrifices  of  life,  sad  as  they  have  been,  will,  with  Christian  resignation, 
be  referred  to  a  providential  purpose  of  fixing  our  beloved  country  on  a 
firm  and  enduring  basis,  which  will  forever  place  our  liberty  and  happi- 
ness beyond  the  reach  of  human  peril. 

Then,  too,  and  forever,  will  our  Government  challenge  the  admiration 
and  receive  the  respect  of  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  be  in  no  danger 
of  any  efforts  to  impeach  our  honor. 

And  i^ermit  me,  sir,  in  conclusion,  to  add  that,  great  as  is  your  solici- 
tude for  the  restoration  of  our  domestic  i^ace  and  your  labors  to  that 
end,  3'ou  have  also  a  watchful  eye  to  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  tliat 
any  attempt  by  an  assumed  or  actual  foreign  power  to  enforce  an  illegal 
blockade  against  the  Government  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  use 
your  own  mild  but  expressive  words,  "will  be  disallowed."  In  this  de- 
termination I  am  sure  you  will  receive  the  unanimous  approval  of  your 
fellow-citizens. 

Nows  sir,  as  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  and  in  behalf  of  the  con- 
vention, I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  with  an  authentic  copy  of  its 
proceedings. 

Counsel  for  the  respondent  submitted  the  following  motion: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  sitting  as  a  eourt  of  impeaehment.- 
Xw^.  now,  on  this  23d  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1868,  the  counsel  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  reading  and  filing  his  atiswer 
to  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him,  respectfully  repre- 
sent to  the  honorable  court  that  after  the  replication  shall  have  been  filed 
to  the  said  answer  the  due  and  proper  preparation  of  and  for  the  trial  of 
the  cause  will  require,  in  the  opinion  and  judgment  of  such  counsel,  that 
a  period  of  not  less  than  thirty  days  should  l>e  allowed  to  the  Piesident 
of  the  United  vStates  and  his  counsel  for  such  preparation,  and  before  the 
said  trial  should  proceed. 

HKNRY  STANBERY, 
B.  R.  CURTIS, 
THOMAS  A.  R.  NELSON, 
WM.  M.  EVARTS, 
W.  S.  GROESBECK, 

0/  Counsel 
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TUESDAY,  MAKCH  24.  '868. 
Tbk  United  States  vs.  Andrew  Johnson,  President, 

Rhplication  by  the  House  of  Rkprkskntatives  op  the  United 

States  to  the  Answer  op  Andrew  Johnson,  President  op  the 
United  States,  to  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  Exhibited 
AGAINST  Him  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  have  considered  the 
several  answers  of  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  several  articles  of  impeachment  against  him,  by  them  exhibited  in 
the  name  of  Uiemselves  and  of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
reserx'ing  to  themselves  all  advantage  of  exception  to  the  insnfficiency  of 
his  atiswer  to  each  and  all  of  the  several  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited 
against  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  I'inited  States,  do  deny  each 
and  every  averment  in  said  several  answers,  or  either  of  them,  which  denies 
or  traverses  the  acts,  intents,  crimes,  or  misdemeanors  charged  against  said 
Andrew  Jtjlmson  in  the  said  articles  of  impeachment,  or  either  of  them, 
and  for  replication  to  the  said  answer  do  say  that  said  Andrew  Johnson, 
President  of  the  United  States,  is  guilty  of  the  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors meutioned  in  said  articles,  and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
ready  to  prove  the  same.  SCHUYLER  COLFAX. 

Speaker  of  the  Hiyusc  of  Representatives, 

EDW'D  Mcpherson. 

Clerk  of  ike  House  of  Representatives, 

The  motion  of  the  counsel  for  the  respondent,  submitted  on  March 
23,  ''that  a  period  of  not  less  than  tliirty  days  should  be  allowed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  his  counsel  for  such  preparation  and 
before  the  said  trial  should  proceed,**  was  denied,  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Senate  will  commence  the  trial  of  the  President 
upon  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him  on  Monday. the 
30th  of  March  instanti  and  proceed  therein  with  all  convenient  dispatch 
under  the  rules  of  the  Senate  sitting  upon  the  trial  of  an  impeachment. 


MONDAY,  MAY  11,  1S6S. 
The  UNTTKn  States  vs.  Andre\i'  Johnson.  Presiount. 

The  Chief  Justice  stated  that  in  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  Sen- 
ate he  had  prepared  the  question  to  be  addressed  to  Senators  upon  each 
article  of  impeachment,  and  that  he  had  reduced  his  \iews  thereon  to 
writing,  which  he  read,  as  follows: 

Senators:  In  conformity  with  what  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish  of 
the  Senate  when  it  adjourned  last  Thursday,  the  Chief  Justice,  in  taking 
M  P— VMf    M      'S 
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the  vote  on  the  articles  of  impeachment,  will  adopt  the  mode  sanctioned 
by  the  practice  in  the  cases  of  Chase,  Peck,  and  Humphreys. 

He  will  direct  the  Secretary  to  read  the  several  articles  successively, 
and  after  the  reading  of  each  article  will  put  the  question  of  guilty  or 
not  guilty  to  each  Senator,  rising  in  his  place,  in  the  form  used  in  the 
case  of  Judge  Chase: 

Mr.  Senator ,  how  say  you?     Is  the  respondent,  Andrew  Johnson,  President 

of  the  United  States,  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  as  charged  in  this 
article? 

In  putting  the  question  on  Articles  IV  and  VI,  each  of  which  charges 
a  crime,  the  word  "crime**  will  be  substituted  for  the  word  ** misde- 
meanor. ' ' 

The  Chief  Justice  has  carefully  considered  the  suggestion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana  ( Mr.  Hendricks) ,  which  appeared  to  meet  the  approval 
of  the  Senate,  that  in  taking  the  vote  on  the  eleventh  article  the  question 
should  be  put  on  each  clause,  and  has  found  himself  unable  to  divide  the 
article  as  suggested.  The  article  charges  several  facts,  but  they  are  so 
connected  that  they  make  but  one  allegation  and  they  are  charged  as 
constituting  one  misdemeanor. 

The  first  fact  charged  is,  iti  substance,  that  the  President  publicly  de- 
clared in  August,  1866,  that  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  was  a  Congress 
of  only  part  of  the  States  and  not  a  constitutional  Congress,  intending 
thereby  to  deny  its  constitutional  competency  to  enact  laws  or  propose 
amendments  of  the  Constitution;  and  this  charge  seems  to  have  been 
made  as  introductor>^,  and  as  qualifying  that  which  follows,  namely,  that 
the  President,  in  pursuance  of  this  declaration,  attempted  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  tenure-of-ofi&ce  act  by  contriving  and  attempting  to 
contrive  means  to  prevent  Mr.  Stanton  from  resuming  the  functions 
of  Secretar>^  of  War  after  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to  concur  in  his  sus- 
pension, and  also  by  contriving  and  attempting  to  contrive  means  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  the  appropriation  act  of  March  2,  1867,  and 
also  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  rebel  States  governments  act  of  the 
same  date. 

The  gravamen  of  the  article  seems  to  be  that  the  President  attempted 
to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  tenure-of-ofl5ce  act,  and  that  he  did  this  in 
pursuance  of  a  declaration  which  was  intended  to  deny  the  constitutional 
competency  of  Congress  to  enact  laws  or  propose  constitutional  amend- 
ments, and  l)y  contriving  means  to  prevent  Mr.  Stanton  from  resuming 
his  ofi&ce  of  Secretary,  and  also  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  appro- 
priation act  and  the  rebel  States  governments  act. 

The  single  substantive  matter  charged  is  the  attempt  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  tenure-of-office  act,  and  the  other  facts  are  alleged  either 
as  introductory-  and  exhibiting  this  general  purpose  or  as  showing  the 
means  contrived  in  furtherance  of  that  attempt. 

This  single  matter,  connected  with  the  other  matters  previously  and 
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subsequently  alleged,  is  charged  as  the  high  misdemeanor  of  which  the 
President  is  alleged  to  have  Ijeen  guilty. 

The  general  question,  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor  as 
charged,  seems  fully  to  cover  the  whole  charge,  and  will  be  put  as  to 
tliis  article  as  well  as  to  the  others,  unless  the  Senate  direct  some  mode 
of  division. 

In  the  tenth  article  the  division  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York  (Mr,  Conkling)  may  Ix:  more  easily  made.  It  contains  a  general 
allegation  to  the  effect  that  on  the  i8th  of  August  and  on  other  days 
the  President,  with  intent  to  set  aside  the  rightful  authority  of  Congress 
and  bring  it  into  contempt,  delivered  certain  scandalous  harangues,  and 
therein  uttered  loud  threats  and  bitter  nietiaces  against  Congress  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  enacted  by  Congress,  thereby  bringing  the  office 
of  President  into  disgrace,  to  the  great  scandal  of  all  good  citizens,  and  sets 
forth  in  three  distinct  specifications  the  liarangues,  threats,  and  menaces 
complained  of. 

In  respect  to  this  article,  if  the  Senate  sees  fit  so  to  direct,  the  question 
of  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the  facts  charged  may  be  taken  in  respect  to 
the  several  specifications,  and  then  the  question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty  of 
a  high  misdemeanor,  as  charged  in  the  article,  can  also  be  taken. 

The  Chief  Justice,  however,  sees  uo  objection  to  putting  the  general 
question  on  this  article  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the  others;  for,  whether 
particular  questions  be  put  on  the  specifications  or  not,  the  answer  to  the 
final  question  must  be  determined  by  the  judgment  of  the  Setiate  w^helher 
or  not  the  facts  alleged  in  the  specifications  have  been  sufficiently  proved, 
and  whether,  if  sufficiently  proved,  they  amount  to  a  high  misdemeanor 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  Chief  Justice  thinks  that  the  l^etter  prac- 
tice will  be  to  put  the  general  question  on  each  article  without  attempting 
to  make  any  subdivision,  and  will  pursue  this  course  if  no  objection  is 
made.  He  will,  however,  he  pleased  to  conform  to  such  directions  as  the 
Senate  may  see  fit  to  give  in  this  respect 

Whereupon  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  question  Ixr  put  as  proposed  by  the  Presiding  Offi- 
cer of  the  Senate,  and  each  Senator  shall  rise  in  his  place  and  answer 
•'guilty"  or  **not  guilty'*  only. 


SATtrRDAY.  MAY  i6»  1868. 
tnvt,  UNiTia>  States  I'l.  Aj^drew  Johnson,  PREsrDRNT. 

The  Chief  Justice  stated  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Senate, 
he  would  first  proceed  to  take  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  on  the  eleventh 
article.     The  roll  of  the  Senate  was  called,  with  the  following  result: 

The  Senators  %vho  voted  ' '  guilty ' '  are  Messrs.  Anthotiy ,  Cameron,  Cit- 
tell.  Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Couness,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Drake,  Kdmunds, 
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ADDENDA. 

[An  injunction  of  secrecy  having  been  placed  upon  the  following  messages  by  the  Senate,  they 
were  not  printed  in  the  Executive  Journal  covering  their  period,  but  were  found  in  the  unprinted 
Executive  Journal  of  the  Forty-first  Congress  while  searching  for  copy  for  Volume  VII,  and  con- 
sequently too  late  for  insertion  in  their  proper  places  in  this  volume.] 

To  the  Senate:  Washington,  January  29,  1869. 

Referring  to  the  three  Executive  communications  of  the  15th  instant, 
with  which  were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  respectively,  a  copy  of  a  con- 
vention between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  of 
claims,  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  same  parties  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  boundar\%  and  a  protocol  of  a  treaty  between  the  same  parties 
concerning  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  respec- 
tive parties,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  such  correspondence  upon  those 
subjects  as  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  the  three  subjects  became  to  such  a 
degree  associated  with  each  other  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  present 
separately  the  correspondence  upon  each.  The  papers  are  therefore 
transmitted  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned  in  the  accompany- 

^^^  ^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  jo,  i86p. 
To  the  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

Referring  to  the  Executive  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  which 
w^as  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  convention  Ijetween  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  for  the  settlement  of  all  outstanding  claims,  I  now 
transmit  to  the  Senate  the  original  of  that  instrument,  and  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  pointing  out  the  differences  between  the  copy  as 
submitted  to  the  Senate  and  the  original  as  signed  by  the  plenipoten- 

^^^"^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January'  jo,  iS6p, 
To  the  Senate  0/  the  United  States: 

Referring  to  the  Executive  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  which 
was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  providing  for  the  reference  to  an  arbiter  of  the  ques- 
tion of  difference  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  concerning 
the  northwest  line  of  water  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  possessions  in  North  America,  I  now  transmit  to  the  Senate  the 
original  of  that  instrument,  and  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  point- 
ing out  the  differences  between  the  copy  as  submitted  to  the  Senate  and 
the  original  as  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
O 


Andrew  Johnson 


757 


The  Senators  who  voted  '*not  guilty'*  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Buckalew, 
Davis,  Dixon,  r>(>ohttle,  Fessenden,  Fowler,  Grimes,  Heiiders4jn»  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson »  McCreery,  Norton,  Patterson  of  Tennessee,  Ross»  Sauls- 
hury.  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  Vickers — 19. 

The  Chief  Justice  announced  that  upon  this  article  thirty-five  Senators 
had  voted  "guilty  '*  and  nineteen  Senators  had  voted  "not  guilty/*  and 
declared  that  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  not  having  pronounced 
him  guilty,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  stood  ac- 
quitted of  the  charge.^  contained  in  the  third  article. 

No  objection  being  made*  the  secretary,  by  direction  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, entered  the  judgmetU  of  the  Senate  upon  the  second,  third,  and 
eleventh  articles,  as  follow*s: 

The  Senate  having  tried  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  not  ha\nng 
found  him  guilty  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  second,  third,  and 
eleventh  articles  of  impeachment,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered  and  adjudged.  That  the  said  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of 
the  United  States,  be,  and  he  is,  acquitted  of  the  charges  in  said  articles 
made  and  set  forth. 

A  motion  '^that  the  Senate  sitting  for  the  trial  of  the  President  upon 
articles  of  impeachment  do  now  adjourn  without  day  **  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  34  yeas  to  16  nays. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs,  Anthony,  Cameron, 
Cattell,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corl^ett,  Cragin,  Drake,  Edmuntls. 
Ferr>\  Frelinghuysen,  Harlan,  Howard,  Morgan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Mor- 
rill of  Vennont,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson  of  New  Hampshire,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  Tipton,  Van  Win- 
kle, Wade,  Willey,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Those  wlio  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Buckalew,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fowler,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  McCreery, 
Norton.  Patterson  of  Tennessee,  Ross,  Saulshury,  Trumbull,  and  Vickers. 

The  Chief  Justice  declared  the  Senate  sitting  as  a  court  of  impeach- 
ment for  the  trial  of  Andrew  Johnsoti,  President  of  the  United  States, 
upon  articles  of  imj>eachment  exhibited  against  liim  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  adjoiuiied  without  day. 
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ADDENDA. 

[An  injunction  of  secrecy  having  been  placed  upon  the  following  messages  by  the  Senate,  they 
were  not  printed  in  the  Executive  Journal  covering  their  period,  but  were  found  in  the  unprinted 
Executive  Journal  of  the  Forty-first  Congress  while  searching  for  copy  for  Volume  VII,  and  con- 
sequently too  late  for  insertion  in  their  proper  places  in  this  volume.] 

To  the  Senate:  Washington,  January  29,  1869. 

Referring  to  the  three  Executive  communications  of  the  15th  instant, 
with  which  were  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  respectively,  a  copy  of  a  con- 
vention between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  of 
claims,  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  same  parties  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  boundary,  and  a  protocol  of  a  treaty  between  the  same  parties 
concerning  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  respec- 
tive parties,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  such  correspondence  upon  those 
subjects  as  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  the  three  subjects  became  to  such  a 
degree  associated  with  each  other  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  present 
separately  the  correspondence  upon  each.  The  papers  are  therefore 
transmitted  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned  in  the  accompany- 

^°^  ^^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  jo,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Referring  to  the  Executive  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  which 
was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  for  the  settlement  of  all  outstanding  claims,  I  now 
transmit  to  the  Senate  the  original  of  that  instrument,  and  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  pointing  out  the  differences  between  the  copy  as 
submitted  to  the  Senate  and  the  original  as  signed  by  the  plenipoten- 

^^^"^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  jo,  i86g. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Referring  to  the  Executive  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  which 
was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  providing  for  the  reference  to  an  arbiter  of  the  ques- 
tion of  difference  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  concerning 
the  northwest  line  of  water  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  possessions  in  North  America,  I  now  transmit  to  the  Senate  the 
original  of  that  instrument,  and  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  point- 
ing out  the  differences  between  the  copy  as  submitted  to  the  Senate  and 
the  original  as  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
O 


If 


